THE BOOK OF PSALMS:

GENERAL OBSERVATIONS.

HIS inestimable book of God folds within its sacred bosom so -
much of bis mind and will, of his covenant-grace and mercy,
as revealed to us in-the person and work of his dear Son, that 1t
may be well considered as forming an epitome of the whole gospels
And when the great Author of it, even God the Holy Ghost,
vouchsafeth to open the saving knowledge of it to the Reader’s
heart, and the Reader’s heart to receive it, and enjoy its blessedness ;
then the gracious design for which it was written is answered, and
God in all things is glorified by Jesus Christ.

. 'The general uitle of this book is taken from the original word
Tehillim, which signifies Psalms, and particularly Psalms, or Songs
of praise. But there are two other words in the Hebrew by which
the Psalms are distinguished, namely, Zemer and Sher. The
Jormer is derived from a root which signifies pruning ; and is used,
1;:erhaps, in allusion to the man whose name 1s the Branch, because

e was pruned, or cut off, for his people. And the latter, Sher,
relates to power, or rule and government: and this also, most
probably, m reference to Jesus, whose government and kingdom
shall have no end. And if both these titles were given to the
Psalms on account of Christ being so much the subject of therm,
there is an uncommon degree of beauty as well as propriety, in the
measure. For as the former refers to his humiliation, n being
Eruned or cut off ; so the latter to his exaltation, when ke had by

gmself purged our sins, and sat down on the right hand of the
Majesty on high. And both confirm what the Scriptures record,
‘that the whole scope and subject of prophecy, which holy men of
old delivered by the Spirit of Christ which was in them, was meant

}o”signify, the sufferings of Christ, and the glory which should
ollow. ‘ ‘

Several were the penmen whom the Holy Ghost was pleased to

" commission to be the writers, under his gracious iuspiration, of the
Psalms. The greater part of the book (which altogether contains
150 Psalms in number) was written by the patriarch David. But,
beside him, there were a few others, such as Heman, and Ethan,
and Asaph, and even Moses, to whom they are ascribed. So that
it is not possible, in these general-observations, to state the precise

eriod in which the whole were written, Concerning the greater
part of them, as written by Dayid, we may safely set down the
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time, he himself living about 1000 years before the incarnation of
our Lord Jesus Christ.

But it will be much more to the Reader’s purpose to enquire
diligently concerning the great object for which the Psalms were
aritten, and of their importance, m reference to the Church in all
ages, than of the very period in which they were first given. 'The
Holy Ghost in this precious part of Scripture, had most blessed
designs in view, when he caused it to be given to the Church; and
this, it will be our highest wisdom, in reading this book of God, to
search after.

And it is hardly possible to enter upon the very threshold of this
divine treasury, without having our minds strikingly arrested, in
viewing the solemn and sacred contents, every wliere abounding.
The very first word opeus with Blessed: aund the last closes with
Hallelujah.  And although in the first reading of the Psalms much
apparently seems to be s.id of the several writers, as if referring to
themselves; and we meet with much concerning David and
Solomon; yet when the eye is enlightened to compare spiritual
things with spiritual, we are frequently constrained to cry out, as
we prosecute the perusal, a greater than Solomon is here. Vor
not only here and there, in certain passages, many things are said,
which never could with truth be said of any but the Lord Jesus
Chirist, but there are also other expressions which would be little
short of blasphemy, to be spoken of any other. And, as if the
church in all ages should be on the look out, whenever the book of
Psalins was brought before the people, the beautiful illustration
which God the Holy Ghost put iuto the mouth of the apostle
Peter on the duy of Pentecost, seems to have been intended for
this express purpose. The apostle decidedly asserts, that what
David had swd i the 16th Psalm, of Ais flesh resting in hope,
wholly referred to the Lord Jesus Christ. And therefore, upon
uumberless other occasions of a similar nature, the blessed Spirit
teacheth the mind to transfer our thoughts from David to Christ in
the reading of the Psalms; by which means we may truly say,
as one of the Psalms records, My meditation of him shall be
sweet.

If we admit the Psalms in this point of view, as referring, for
the most part, iu their fulness and doctrine, to the person and work
of Emmanuel, nothing can more illustriously set forth his glories}
nor, under the influence. of the Holy Ghost, more contribute to
awaken and call forth into exercise, all the devout desires of our
hearts. 'That the Lord Jesus himself so used the Psalms, seems
most evident; for he not only took part of his discourse from tie
Psalms, when in his way to Emmaus, with the two disciples, he
made their hearts burn within them, while he spoke to them of the
things concerning himself; but it should seem that the hymn sung
at the table of his passover, the night before his sufferings and
death, was taken from the Psalms. Some indeed have gone 50 far
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as to assert that this hymn was what is Hied the grand Hallelujah,
begioning with the 118th Psalm, and ending with the 118th, as
they regularly follow each other. But whether this be so or not,
certain 1t is, that the Losd Jesus referred to this precious book of
God, as point ng to him. Here, therefore, as often as 1 open the
book of the Psalms, would 1 pray for the illuminatmg grace of God
the Holy Ghost, that 1 might make discoveries of Jesus. Here I
would say, (as I turned over the several pages of it), here it was
from whence Jesus expounded to his disciples, and proved the
truth of his mission; that the words which he spake, while he was *
with them, and all things which were fulfilled in him, were written
not enly in the Jaw of Moses, and in the Prophets, but in the
 Psalms also, concerning him. And under the blessed conviction
that here Jesus is to be found, as the most precious treasure in this
part of the-field of his Scripture, I would search for him as ‘the
pearl of great price, and look up to him as having the key of David,
and say, Lord ! open mine understanding, that I may understand
thy law. And surely under his gracious teaching, by the influences
his holy Spirit, I shall enter into the most heartfelt enjoyment
of ell that concernshim. I shall discover somewhat of the wonders
of his person, and the wonders of his work. I shall trace the ont-
Jines of his advent, incarnation, life, sufferings, conflicts, victories,
death, sesurrection, ascension, sovereignty, power; and all the great
events connected with his' promised return to judgment. I shall
behold the sweet sketches of his blessed offices here, as fulfilled
when upon earth, and now still carrying on and executing in heaven.
And my soul will be delighted and ravished as I go along, when 1
behold Jesus, as described by the Holy Ghost, through the medium
of these inspired writings, in all his lovely offices, as the Prophet,
Priest, and King of his Chureh. Yes, indeed, thou blessed Jesus,
if theu wilt open mine eyes that I may see the wondrous, things of
thy law, I shall gladly trace thy footsteps, and mark the tendencies
of thy grace towards thy people, as sweetly set forth in this book of
God. And oh! Lord, I do again beseech thee, that thou wouldest
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2 But his delight és in the law of the Lorbp;

and in his law doth he meditate day and night.
Reader, you do not forget who it was that said, 7 delight to do thy
will, O my God; yea, thy law is witliic my heart ; or, as the margin of
the Bible more strongly expresses it, in the midst of my bowels, mean-
ing in his very pature, being.that Holy Thing the angel described to
Mary. See Psalm xL 8. Luke i. 35. Sweet view of Jesus this!
And in him sweet also to all his people ; for, when they are renewed by-
the Holy Ghost, and quickened in Christ Jesus, God hath put his law
in their inward minds, and written it in their hearts: so that they can
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substance of our flesh! Let us never forget that it was for us this
Child was born, for us this Son was given. Do we read that,
when neither sacrifice, nor offering, nor burnt offering, would atone
for sin, and that Jesus therefore cried, ¢ Lo! I come,’ let us sweetly
connect with this view of Jesus, that, by that one offering of kim-
self, once offered, he hath for ever perfected them that are sancti-
fied. And when David, under the spirit of prophecy, celebrates
the trinmphs of God’s Holy One over the grave, oh! may we by
faith realize the assured interest that all his redeemed have-in it, in
that he thereby became the first fruits of them that sleep. In a
word, in all and every thing belonging to Jesus in the book of
Psalns, let us be seeking for grace to mix faith with all we dis-
cover, that what he was, and is, and ever will be, is for his people;
for by this we make him our own, and find our love fo him, faith
¢n him, and dependance on him, will grow exceedingly. Blessed
Lord! I would say, both for myself and Reader, grant to us this
vast privilege, of knowing that we are thine, and that, by virtue of
it, we have a right of appropriation in all that belongs to thee; for
then we shall discover, as we read these precious things which are
written of thee in this book, the truth of what thy servant John
said, upon another similar occasion, that these things were written,
that we might believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God;
::lnd that, believing, we might have life through ‘his name.
men.

-

PSALM 1.
CONTENTS.

This Psalm is supposed by some to have been written by Ezra, but
upon what authority is not said. It is a short, but beautiful descrip-
 tion, of the different features which mark the godly man from the sin-

ner.
LESSED s the man that walketh not in the
counsel of the ungodly, nor standeth in the

way of sinners, nor sitteth in the seat of the scorn-
ful. ’

This can be fully said of no one among the fallen sons of men, with
strictness of truth ! and therefore we must of necessity suppose, that it
treats of the Lord Jesus Clitist. That his people, as his people, have
an interest in the blessedness here spoken of, is as true, because they are
part of himself. " But here, as in every other instance, this ariseth only
from their union i’k him, and their interest én bim. 1 detain the
Reader to remark, what a gradation is made use of in the description of
the blessed man. He doth not walk in the counsel of bad men; much
less stand still in their way, and never sils down by choice in their com-
pany. Precious Jesus! who but must be immediately directed to con-
template thee in this description, for thou wast holy, karmless, undefiled,
separate from sinners, and made higher than the heavens !
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2 Bat his delight s in the law of the Lorp;

and in his law doth he meditate day and night.

Reader, you do not forget who it was that said, 7 delight to do thy
will, O my God; yea, thy law is withia my heart ; or, as the margin of
the Bible more strongly expresses it, in the midst of my bowels, mean-
ing in his very pature, being.that Holy Thing the angel described to
Mary. See Psalm xL 8. Luke i. 5. Sweet view of Jesus this!
And in him sweet also to all his people ; for, when they are renewed by.
the Holy Ghost, and quickened in Christ Jesus, God hath put his law
in their inward minds, and written it in their hearts: so that they can
and do say, Ok! how [love thy law! It is my meditation all the
day. Psalm cxix. 97. '

3 And he shall be like a tree planted by the
rivers of water, that bringeth forth his fruit in his
season ; his leaf also shall not wither: and whatso=

ever he doeth shall prosper.

Had we no other clue to lead to the discovery of the Lord Jesus, as
set forth in this Psalm, than what is here said of him, even this would
plainly unfold it. For who but Jesus is the tree of life!  Who flou-
risheth but him ! Yes, blessed Redeemer, thy, people planted in thee,
and made branches in thee, will thrive in thee, and bring forth fruit in
thee, for thou hast said, because I live ye shall live also.. But though
in thee, and by thee, and from thee, thy people live  and derive all life,
and nourishment, and moisture, and fruitfulness, in due season, yet it is
because thou art the self-existing, life-imparting tree, in the midst of the
garden of Jehovah ; and being the same yesterday, to day, and for ever,
thou art liable to no fading, nor falling, but art always blooming, both
in blossom and fruit, towards thy people.

4 The ungodly arc not so; but are like the

chaff which the wind driveth away.

Here is a sad contrast ! All that are not ingrafted in Jesus, the hea-
venly vine, their blossom shall go up as the dust, and their destruction
cometh speedily! Every plant, saith Jesus himself, which my Father
hath not planted, shall be rooted up. Matt. xv. 13. This is a strong
figure to shew the emptiness of the ungodly, the chaff; for what is the
chaff to the wheat ? saith the Lord. Jerem. xxiii. 28.

5 Therefore the ungodly shall not stand in the
judgment, nor sinners in the congregation of the

righteous.

What an awful decision that day of judgment will be when God shall
winnow his floor, aud while he gathers the wheat into his garner, burn
uwp the chaff’ with unqueachable fire. Matt. iii. 12. Reader, do not
forget : here, the Lord saith, let both grow together unto the harvest:
But there, tares will be bound up in bundles, and burnt. Matt. xiii,
30.
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6 For the Lorp knoweth the way of the righ-

teous : but the way of the ungodly shall perish.

The Lord knoweth them that are his, saith an Apostle. And as Je-
sus is the way, and the truth, and the life; so in Jesus the Lord ap-
proveth of all that are in Him; and not only approveth and accepteth
them in Jesus, but while the way of seducers waxeth worse and worse,
the way of every poor justified believer in the Lord Jesus is known and
approved by him, and all such are accepted in the beloved. 2 Tim.
ii, 19, ’

e R e
REFLECTIONS.

READER, let you and I, while reading this precious Psalm, in the
very opening of the book, look-at, and study, and meditate upon it,
as an introductory subject, concerning the Lord Jesus, to what we shall
meet with concerning him and his work, through the whole of the sacred
contents of the Psalms, as Jesus is represented in them. -Let us, in that
part of it which thus beautifully speaks of the perfection of our nature,
never lose sight of Christ. And while we thus look up to him in this
holiness of character, let it be our delight and our joy to tell God our
Father, what a perfection of beauty, glory, and holiness, was in him,
who is our divine head. Yes, thou dear Redeemer! I wouldso read
of thee, and of thy holiness, as to have my whole soul rejoicing in the
contemplation. For do I not know that thy righteousness is for thy
people ? thy obedience aud delight in the Father’s law, becomes the jus-
tification og all thy redeemed. And in thy holiness, all thy people are
accounted holy before God, because our God and Father Kath an eye
to thee as our glorious head, and beholds thy saints complete in. thee.
Hail, then, thou Holy One of God! Thou art the Lord, our righteous-
ness! And thou art made of God to us wisdom, and righteousness,
and sanctification, and redemption. And do thou, blessed Lord,
grant us faith to know, and to consider ourselves as perfectly secured
in thee. Give us to flourish in thee, and from thee, as the tree planted
near the river’s side, even from the streams of that river of life which
cometh forth from the throne of God and the Lamb, Then, whes the
faithless and unbelieving shall die away as the heath of thedesert, which
knoweth not when good cometh, our souls may be as the well-watered
garden, whose waters fail not, but deriving all from thee, thou wilt be
in us a well of water springing up unto everlasting life. '

PSALM. IL

CONTENTS.

This glorious Psalm is all over gospel, and sg‘eaks of nothing but of
God, and his Christ, from beginning to end. ke Holy Ghost, by his
servants Peter and Jokn, in one Seripture, and by his servant. Paul in
another, hath not It{t the Church to any uncertain reasonings and con-
Jectures respecting this, but decidedly shewn to whom the whole belongs.
Here is the kingdom of Christ set forth under the type of David's
kingdom, and all kings of the earth exhorted to bend to it.

HY do the heathen rage, and the people
imagine a vain thing?
Vor. IV, Z
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Observe how triumphantly it opens, in contemplating the Redeemer’s

* kingdom, speakmg of it as of a thing already granted and done, although

the ‘Psalm was written under the spmt of pmphecy, at least a thousand

vears before Christ became incarnate. VYea, the Psalm looks back to

‘the anmals of eternity. 1 said, the Holy Ghost hath decided the poiut
by his servants Peter and Jobn. In proof, read Acts iv. 25, 26.

2 The kings of the earth set themselves, and
“the rulers take counsel together, against the Loan
and against his anointed, saying,

Let us break their bands asunder, and cast
away their cords from us.

Not only the rabble, and the common people, join in the confederacy
against God and his Christ, but the kings and potentates. < Herod and
Pontius Pllate, of a truth,’ said the apo»tle And bow many since their
days? Acts iv. 27. But Reader, is there not a yet more violent oppo-
sition made against Jesus? Ts not hell up in arms against the kingdom -
“of Jesus? Nay, my soul, was not all thy powers, when in a state of
unrenewed nature, as repellious as any? ~ And even now, are not the
breakings out of the remaining indwelling corruptions of thy sinful
body, too often rising up against thy lawful Soverelgn’.l Hear Paul’s

complaint: see whether it is not thine own, and lie low in the dust be-
fore God. Rom. vii, 21 to the end.

4 He that sitteth in the heavens shall laugh:
‘the Lorp shall have them in derision.

5 Then shall he speak unto them in his wrath,
‘and vex them in his sore displeasure.

What is here said of the sovereignty of Jehovah, of sitting in the hea-
vens, of speaking in his wrath, of laughing, and the like, is intended to
convey, by expressions of this nature, as %est adapted to our compre-
hension, how impossible it is for the wicked opposers of God’s holy will,
either to escape his knowledge, to counteract his designs, or to avert l‘)lS
judgments. Sweet consideration to the humble behever, both to sup-
port him under his fears, as if he was overlooked and forgotten, when
the enemy seems to triumpl; and to give him- the firmest confidence,
that as Jesus knows all his path, so he beholds all his conflicts with the
enemies of his salvation, and will assuredly in his own time, which is al-
ways the best time, deliver him out of all his troubles.

6 Yet havel set my Lmo upon my holy hill of
Zion.

Although in the first sense these words may be said of- David as a
type of Christ, when the Lord set David upon the throne of Zion,
(which was also typical of the Church of Christ, which is called Zion),
yet we must look beyond David, and all earthly kings, to behold Jesus
as God’s king; for it is the peculiar character of “Christ, that he did -
not, uncalled assume the spiritual kingdom in this world, nor the
eternal kingdom in the world above, but was called of God /as was
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Aaron. Heb. v. 4, 5. And it is the peculiar joy of God’s people, that
their King is their lawful Sovereign, Redeemer, and Mediator, beiog so
* appointed and constituted by Jehovah. Reader, always keep this view
of Jesus, as the head and king of his Church and people, in remem-
brance; for it will give confidence in all your approaches to God in
Christ. How sweet is it when we come to God to tell him, that what
we plead, and what we seek, is in the name of him, whom God hath set
up as his King in Zion. Oh! what unknown, and innumerable argu-
ments are comprehended iu that one prayer of the Church: Behold, O
God, our shield, and look upon the face of thine anointed. Psalm
Ixxxiv. 9.

7 1 will declare the decree: the Lorp hath said’
unto me, Thou art my Son; this day bave I be-

gotten thee.

Is not this Jesus speaking in answer to what Jehovah the Father had
said before? As soon as God had declared that he had set his King
upon his holy hill of Zion, the Son of Ged comes forward to.declare
the decree. What decree? Certainly no other than what was from
everlasting decreed upon, in the council of peace whicli was between
them both. Zech, vi. 13. And is not this the same decree which the
Lamb was alone found worthy to make known, whom John saw by vi-
sion, as opening the book, and unloesing the seals thereof? Rev. v.
1—~10. Oh! precious Lord Jesus! thou hast indeed declared the de-
cree! Theu hast proclaimed salvation in thy blood and rightedusness!
Thou hast declared that it is the decree of Jehovah, that whosoever be-
lieveth in thee shall never perish, but have everlasting life! Hail, thou
Son of God, declared to be the Son of God with power, by thy resur-
rection from the dead! Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the
glory for ever and ever. ’

8 Ask of me, and I shall give thee the heathen
for thine inheritance, and the uttermost parts of

the earth for thy possession.

Reader, do not overlook the chief scope of this beantifal Psalm, in
God’s setting his King upon his holy hill in Zion, namely, that it is to
shew his Mediatorial Kingdom. As the Son of God, the kingdom is
his by right, being one with the Father, over all, God blessed for ever,
‘Amen.. As such, therefore, Jesus could 1ot be said to be set upon the
holy hill, or to receive a kingdom: but, as Mediator, the glorious Head
of his Church, this kingdom is given to him as the reward of his suffer~
ings, obedience, and death : and therefore he is represented here, as ex-
ercising his priestly office, as well as his kingly; and asking the heathen
for his inheritance, and the utmost parts of the earth for his possession.
I.hope the Reader will not fail to remark with me, how peculiarly all
this belongs to the Lord Jesus, and to him only. Never did God say
to David king of Israel, nor to any other potentate of'the earth, * Thou
art my Son;” or, “Ask of me, and I will give thee the heathen for thine
inheritance.”

9 Thou shalt break them with a rod of iron;
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thou shalt dash them in pieces like a potter’s
vessel. 4

How precious again is this promise, both as it concerns the haters of
our God and Saviour, whose knees are never brought to bend to the so-
wereignty of his grace, and which must be broken before him: and as it
concerns those whose stubborn hearts shall be conquered, and made
willing in the day of his power, and are.brought over to the interests of
his kingdom. Lord! I'would say for mysslf and reader, congquer all that:
would rise up in rebellion against thee! I would be led the willing cap-
tive of my Redeemer!

10 Be wise now therefore, O ye kings: be in-
structed, ye judges of the earth. :

11 Serve the Lorp with fear, and rejoice with
trembling. :

.12 Kiss the Son, lest he be angry, and ye
perish _from the way, when his wrath is kindled
‘but a little. Blessed are all they that put their
trust in Lim. o

Whe can complain after so gracious, so kind, and tender an entreaty,
if neglecting so great salvation, they should lose it? Gracious Lord, I
would approach thee with reverence and godly fear: I would desire

~ the kiss og reconciliation, of affection, of homage, of adoratian! I would
say with the Church, ¢ Let him kiss me with the kisses of his mouth, for
thy love is better than wine.” Sengi. 2, - .

O Lord, avert from me the wrath of the Lamb; for if He, who is the
only mediator, be angry, while God my Father is justly angry for m
sins, who shall be my intercessor? . Witness for me ye angels of light,
_that my whole trust is in Jesus, the rock of my salvatiofi; Psalm:
x€v, 1. :

e ]

REFLECTIONS.

HEeRrE, Reader; let you and I pause over liis sweet gospel Psalm,
and centemplate in the person and victories of Jesus, the glorious Me-
diator, dnd lread of his church and people, and theé sure events of that
salvation, which Jehovah, in his threefold character of person, hath aps
pointed for the final happiness of his redeemed. Hell may, and will op-
pose; the world, with all its powers, will joii the eonfederacy; and poor
fallen man, while continuing in the untenewed state of nature, will be as
outrageous as either. But the opposition is in vain. Jehovah with
‘his own right arm hath gotten himself the victory; and 4ll the ene-
mies of the cross, and of the crown, shall be broken in pieces, as
the vessel of the potter. And oh, liow blessed the thought! behold
we already see Jesus the King on his thfone: All power is his in
heaven and earth. ‘Thie decree is gone forth, and he himself hath
declared it. Precious Lamb of God! let my eyes, by faith, gaze
upon thee with unceasing rapture! Let me behold thee; net only ex-
ercising all authority iy heaven, but in earth, with a plenitude of

-
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power, bending the nations to the sceptre of thy dominion, until every
knee is brought to bow before thee, and every tongué constraired
to confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Fa-
ther. And oh! grant thou Universal Almighty, Monarch, grant me
the blesseduess of acknowledging thee to be iy rightful Sovereign,
by the Father’s gift, by the purchase of thy blood, and by the con-
quests of thy grace; and may every thought be brought iute capti-
vity, to the obedience of Christ!

Reader, let us seek grace while meditating on all the great things
recorded of our adorable Lord, and the Father’s appointment of him, us
in this Psalm, that we may exercise such faith upon his glotious person,
whose praise is here celebrated, so as to feel our own personal interest in
him, and in all that is here said of him. Ishe the Father’s king tn Zion 2
Then is he also our God and King. Is lie set upon the holy hill of Zion ?
Then let him be King in our hearts also. Hath he subdued all his ene-
mies? Then hath lie subdued our enemies also. And is he set down
upon his throne, remember his blessed- promise to alt his people that
overconte in his name, that they shall sit down with'him ia his throne,
even as he hath overcome, and is set down witlr his Father in his
throne. Even so, Lord Jesus! Thou liast made us kings and priests
unto God and our Father, and we shall reign with thee for ever.
Amen and Amen. o

PSALM III

CONTENTS.

The title of this Psalm best leads to the contents of it. The first and
literal sense of this Psalm should ssem to refer wholly te David ; but,
to an enlightened eye, there is much to be seew in it of Christ. Amidst
the afflictions here complained of, there is muck of the comsolations of
Jesus, and his great salvation.

ORD, how are they increased that trouble me ?

many are they that rise up against me.

By turning to the 15th chapterof the 2d Book of Samuel, which T re-
commend the Reader to do, we slrall there find the part of David's life
which refers to this history; aud, as an history euly, it forms a Yery in-

" teresting one. David was now under the chastening hand of God.
Aund what tended greatly 1o aggravate it, was the consciousness whicls
he could not but have in his own mind, that it was for sin. God had
said concerning his transgression in the case of the murder of Uriah,
that the sword should not depart fronx his house ; so that David could
not but eye God’s hand, in the wouatural usurpation of his son Absa-
lom. 2 Sam. xii. 10, 11, 12. But Reader, though in the first and ge-
neral sense of the Psalm, we find David and his trials respecting his son,
the subject of it, yet, if we look beyond the King of Israel’s history, we
shall diseern_a subject infinitely more important and interesting, in the
reference this Psalin hath to the persecutions and afflictions of Jesus.
Did not Jesus in the days of his flesh sustdin a countradictionz of sinners
agaiist himself?  And was ot the Lord of life and glory constrained
to the deepest acknowledgments of sorrow, with strong crying and tears,
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when all his disciples forsook him and fled? Did David at this season;
when his life was sought for by his son Absalom go up the hill of the
Mount of Olives weeping: and will not the Reader recollect how Jesus
went forth to the very same spot.in the night of his unequalled sorrow,
when his life was sought for by his -unuatural children, whom he came
to seek and redeem? Precious Jesus ! how blessed is it to eye thee pre~
eminent in sorrow as also in glory. 2 Sam. xv. 80, Heb. v. 7.

2 Many there be which say of my soul, There
no help for him in God. Selah.

Most probably David referred to the curses of Shimei in what he here
saith, See 2 Sam. xvi. 8. But still yet more striking are these words
if considered, as referring to the persecutions of the Lord Jesus. Indeed
our adored Lord might well be supposed to speak of the increase of
them that troubled kim, and which arose up against him. And never
surely were taunts so cruelly thrown out asthose upon Jesus while hang-
ing on the cross, when they cried out: ¢ he trusted in God let him de-
liver him now if he will have him.” Matt. xxvii. 43. Reader! of all
soul distresses that certainly is the greatest, when the enemy and our own
unbelieving hearts would tempt us to suppose God hath forsaken us.
Here the child of God is sadly put te it, when the enemies of our salva-
tion thus reproach. Oh! Lord, suffer not my soul to fall under this hea-
viest of all sorrows. While Jesus looks on my afiliction, and speaks
peace, all is well.  Let Jesus but smile, 1 care not who frowns. But if
I begin to despoud of his favor; if it could be so, that there was really
no help forme in my God, then I should be ruined indeed. I detain the
Reader one moment longer on-this verse, to take notice of the little word
that is placed at the end of it, Selak. And as the same word is found
very many times in the book of the Psalms, I would here, once for all,
offer a short observation uponit. Various have been the opinions of the
learnéd concerning the precise meaning of it. But the most general sen-
timent determines it to be a note of observation: that where the word
Selah occurs, it means, take particular notice of what is said before it.
Now supposing this to be the case, how very appropriate are hoth
those verses, if considered as referring to Jesus. Such a thoughtis sweet,
in eyeing Christ in his unequalled troubles? And such athought in be-
holding Jesus as our example, for our lesser troubles, is blessed also.
It is as much as to say, did the ungodly taunt Jesus himself with beig
without help in his God ; well then may they be supposed to say so
concerning his household ! :

3 But thou, O Lorp, art a shield for me; my
glory, and the lifter up of mine head.
4 1 eried unto the Lorp with my voice, and he

heard me out of his holy hill. Selah.

* Reader! see what grace can do! And depend upon it, when grace
and faith are’in lively exercise the more the opposition is made from
without, the stronger the comforts will be within. Oh! how blessed is
it thus to look to God. Jehovah in Jesus is a shield to defend, a glory
to shine upon, and a lifter to bear up. Christis alland in all. Safety,
honor, support, and holy joy! How fully were all these proved i the

A
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case of David after the rebellion of Absalom. See 2 Sam. xix. 14.
And Reader! think how infinitely more so in the instance of our Lord
Jesus Christ, in his triumph over death, bell, and the grave.  Acts ii. 36.
Let not the Reader overlook what is said of the Lord’s hearing prayer
aut of his boly hill.  The hill of Zion was a type of the gospel church.
it is in Jesus that prayer is heard, and from Jesus answers come down.
Christ is king of Zion. \

5 1laid me down and slept; I awaked; for the

Lorb sustained me.

Some have thonght that what David saith in this verse of laying down
and taking rest, hath a much higher meaning than the common sleep of
the bed. They have supposed that the words are typical of Jesus laying
in the grave, and his glorious resurrection that followed. Aund certainly
it is a beautiful idea, well deserving 1o be kept in view in this Psalm,
For with confiderice it had been spoken of the Lord Jesus by the spirit
of prophecy, that Jehovah would not leave Christ’s soul in hell neithet
suffer his Holy One to see corruption. Psm. xvi. 10.

6 I will not be afraid of ten thousands of people,
that have set themselves against me round about.

7 Arise, O Lorp; save me, O my God : for
thou hast smitten all mine enemies upon the cheek
bone ; thou hast broken the teeth of the ungodly.

How charming both these verses! Ten thousands opposed to one
poor mau become a mighty army! But millions against us, when God
1s on our side, are as nothing. Oh! for faith in the Lord, and in the
power of his might. See a beautiful illustration of this doctrine, 2
Kings vi, 15—17.

8 Salvation belongeth unto the Lorp; thy bless-

ing is upon thy people. Selah.

See Reader what a blessed joyful conclusion! Whatcould open more
gloomry and discouraging than this Psalm did] What canend more tri-
umphant and joyful! But do not fail to trace the whole to its source.
Salvation is of God. Yes! Jesus saith, Mine own arm brought salva-
tion, and of the people there was none with me. Isaiah lxiii. 8—3.
Oh! Lord! suffer me never to rob my God of his glory, by mingling
any thing of my wretchedness with the finished redemption of my Savi-
our, Lord Jesus do thoun have all the praise, for thou alone art able to
bear the glory. Zech.vi. 12, 13,

W
REFLECTIONSAS,

CaN 1, my soul, read this Psalm of David’s distresses in his flight from
Absalom, and not behold David’s Lord in his agonies and conflicts, in
the very same spot of the Mount of Olives? Must I not suppose that
the Holy Ghost was shadowing forth in the instance of David, as in pum-
berless other cases, in the trials and afflictions of the faithful, in the Old
Testament scripture, the outlines of the Lord of his chureh, to be brought



172 PSALM 1V.

E e w— . :
forward in the after ages of the New? And shall not such scenes,
which.the Lord of life and glory passed through in the days of his flesh,
when enduring the contradiction of sinners against himself, endear
the Lamb of God to my heart, and animate me inall my exercises, that
I may never be weary nor faint in my mind ?
Learn, my soul, from what is said of David in this Psalm, what a holy
composure, faith in-God's love, und dependance upon God’s grace, is
. capable of inducing under the most afflicting circumstances. It should
seem that David meditated this Psalm, if he did not immediately write
it down, when he was in such a situation of hurry and eonfusion, as was
enough to have discomposed the. sioutest mind. And so it would, had
not the Lord been his shield, his glory, and the lifter up of his head,
+Oh! precious Jesus! do I not learn from hence, that the only security
and defence against all danger is the leaning upon tlree and thy great sal-
vation. Oh! Lord, let the arm of thy strength be under me, and the
light of thy countenance shining upon me, and then will I not fear
though ten thousands set themselves against me round about. .
" Reader! behold from the perusal of this sweet and blessed Psalm,
what must be your contidence now in your nightly slumbers, and what
alone will be your confidence then, when laying down in the long slum-
ber of the grave ; even sleeping in Jesus. You need not be afraid in the
recurrence of every night to drop asleep, if so be your soul is sustaiued
by its union with Jesus. And a consciousness of the same interest in all
that belongs to Jesus, will be the well grounded security, when the body
falls asleep in Jesus unto the day of the resurrection. KEvery thing
speaks in the langnage of a covenant God, as the Lord did to the Patri-
arch: fear not to go down into Egypt, even the Egypt of the grave, for
I am with thee. Blessed Jesus! it isthou, that by thy death hast over-
come death, and made the grave a sweet chamber of repose, until thou
shalt call upon thy members to arise at the great day of everlasting joy.
Then thou shalt call and I will answer thee, for thou wilt have a desire
to the work of thine hands.

"PSALM 1V.

CONTENTS. N
This Psalm opens with prayer, then an address shewing the folly, as
well as danger, of pursuing vanity; the close of the Psalm determines
2hat the happiness of man must be alone found in the fuvor of God.
’ To the ehief Musician on Neginoth. A Psalm of David.

Before I enter upon the Psalm itself I would beg the Reader’s atten- .
tion to the title of it. Some have thought that this Psalm was used in
the temple service, and sung there. And they that have drawn this con-
clusion suppose also, that Negtnoth meant stringed instrunents, similar
to what is said Habak. iii. 19. Bat while I do not presume to say
otherwise, I venture to throw out a conjecture, that this Psalm was
addressed 1o an infinitely greater person, than any among the sons of
men. 'The Septuagint read the word which we have rendered in our
translation ¢ chief Musiciay Lamenetz, instead of Lamenetzoth; tl3e
meauing ‘of which is unto the end. Fror_n whence t'hg Grt_aek_ and Latin
Fathers imagined, that all the Psalms which })ear this inscription refer to
the Messiah, the great end. 1f , is not this Psalm, and md\eed all the
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Psalms that are so addressed to the chief Musician, directed to Jesus?
I ask the question, let the Reader remember; I do not determine it.
But if there be any foundation for the idea, surely it is an interesting
one, to take with us in our searching for him through the whole book of
Psalims, from whence we know, as well as other parts of scripture, the
Lord Jesus spake to his disciples concerning himself. Luke xxiv. 44.

I{EAR me when I call, O God of my righteous-

ness: thou hast enlarged me when I was in
distress; have mercy upon me, and hear my
prayer. ,

Is not this holy ery to God founded on the plea of him and his merit,
who is truly called the Lord our righteousness; and who is made of
God to his people, both wisdom and righteousness, sanctification and
redemption? If the prayer be thus read with an eye to Jesus, it becomes
a blessed argument indeed. And the other part of the motive for re-
dress is also very sweet and important. We take the most effectual
method to obtain new mercies, when we remind God of his past favors,
What indeed can be more grateful to the Lord, than, by thus acting
faith upon what the Lord will give, to tell him what he hath before
bestowed upon us? But is there not even a higher sense to be pnt upon
this verse? May we not without violence consider the prayer as the
supplication of the God-ntan Christ Jesus? Heb. v. 7, 8.

2 O ye sons of men, how long will ye turn my
lory into shame? how long will ye love vanity, and
ne? g will'y nity
seek after leasing? Selah.
We have here an address, and it is a very affectionate one, to the chil-
dren of men, for despising Jesus and hissalvation. Is not this of all sins the

grossest, to think slightingly of that which occupied the mind of Jehovah
from all eternity?

3 But know that the Lorp bhath set apart him
that is godly for himself: the Lorp will hear

when I call unto him.

What a beautiful view have we in this verse in reference to the person of
Jesus, the Father’s heloved, the Father’s holy one, the Father’s only one,
in whom his soul delighteth. Yes! God the Father will hear the cry of
every poor sinner, that gives honour to God’s own appointment in Jook-
ing unto him, on whom the Father is always looking.

4 Stand in awe, and sin not: commune with
your own heart upon your bed, and be still:
Selah.

5 Offer the sacrifices of righteousness, and put

your trust in the Lorp.

Nothing can be more gracious than what is here recommended. It
is as if the Holy Ghost commanded the sinner to pause over the view
of his own nothingness, and then to come by faith, with Jesus and his

YouL. 1V, AA
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righteousness in his arms, and to say, Lord, here is my sole trust and
dependence.

6 There be many that say, Who will shew us any

good? Lorbp, lift thou up the light of thy counte-
nance upon us.

Is not this exhibited in the world every day? While some are sending
out their thoughts, and wishes, and expectations, to invite any vanity,
any folly; the people of God are looking up to Jesus, and asking for a
view of him who is the light to lighten the Gentiles, aud the glory of
his people Israel. Precious Jesus! be thou my light, my life, my por-
tion, and I shall need no other. )

7 Thou hast put gladness in my heart, more
than in the time that their corn and their wine
increased.

Is not this an immediate answer to prayer? And doth it not prove the
truth of that sweet promise, Isaiah lxv. 247

8 I will both lay me down in peace, and sleep:

for thou, Lorp, only makest me dwell in safety,

Happy and gracious conclusion of every truly regenerate soul, cone
vinced of an interest in Christ, and a personal union with him. The be~
loved of the Lovd shall dwell safely. Isaiah xxxii. 18.

Rammmman

REFLECTIONS.

REeADER! let you and I never lose sight of the Lord Jesus while
reading this Psalm. He is the Lord our righteousness. And, therefore,
in all our approaches to the merey-seat, let us go there in a language
corresponding to this, which calls Jesus the God of our righteousness.
And while men of the world from the world are seeking their chief
good, let us desire his favor which infinitely transcends corn and wine,
and all the good things which perish in using. Yes! Lord, thy favor is
better than life itself. Thou causest them that love thee to inherit sub-

_ stance, and fillest all their treasure, yea thou thyself art their treasure.

And oh! thou gracious God and Father, hast thou in such a wonder-
ful manner set apart one in our nature for thyself? Hast thou indeed
chosen one out of thy people? Hast thou beheld him in the purity of
his nature, as one in-every point godly? Hast thou given him as the
covenant of the people? And hast thou declared thyself well pleased in
him? Oh! then, well may my soul be well pleased in him also. Now
do I know that my God and Father will hear me when I call upon him
in Jesus’ name, and when I look up to him for acceptance for Jesus’
sake. Yes! my heart is fixed, O Lord, my heart is fixed; Jesus is my
Liope and righteouspess: the Lord will hear me when I call. And
henceforth will I botn lay me down in peace, and sleep securely in Jesus,
accepted in the beloved: for this is the rest wherewith the Lord causeth
the weary to rest, and this is their refreshment.
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PSALM V.

CONTENTS.

The Psalmist is here at his devotions. If David in the first in-
stance of the petitions had an eye to his own personal persecutions, yet,
there can be no doubt but that the Holy Ghost designed to instruct the
church, through David, as a type of the Lord Jesus, that what is here
said-had a more immediate reference to Christ, and God the Father's
gracious attention to him.

To the chief Musician upon Nehiloth. A Psalm of David.
( :IVE ear to my words, O Lorp, consider my

meditation.
2 Hearken unto the voice of vy ery, my King,

and my God: for unto thee will I pray.

If we consider the Lord Jesus in these addresses as the representative
of his church and people, we not only heighten the several expressions
made use of, but raise also our confidence, when coming to the mercy-
seat with similar petitions in him and through him. The covenant re-
latious Christ here adverts to, by way of strengthening his claims, are
very precious when adopted by his people also. And what an un-
questionable authority we go upon, when we look up to Jehovah in his
name, who said himself, I ascend to my Father and your Father, to my
God and your God. John xx. 17.

3 My voice shalt thou hear in the morning, O
Lorp; in the morning will I direct my prayer unto

thee, and will look up.

What a bléssed view is hiere again given of Jesus! The dpostle saith
he was heard in'that he feared. Heb. v. 7. And what an assurance
have all the faithful of being heard, when they are led by his Spirit, act
faith upon his person and mediation, and thus direct their prayer with
the first dawn of the morning, unto him that proves himself the hearer
of the prayer of the poor and destitute, and despiseth not their desire.
Reader! do put it down as a sure unerring mark, that wherever the Spirit
gives grace to pray, the Lord is already come forth to answer prayer,
Isaiah Ixv. 24.

4 For thou art not a God that hath pleasure in
wickedness; neither shall evil dwell with thee.

5 The foolish shall not stand in thy sight: thou
hatest all workers of iniquity. ‘

6 Thou shalt destroy them that speak leas-
ing: the Lord will abhor the bloody and deceitful

man.

How beautiful and appropriate are all the things here said, if read
with an-eye to the great Redeemer, as putting up the several pleas, be- -
cause of those evils he came to destroy. He came to destroy the works

A a2
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- of the devil, and therefore he was very sure of a glorious issue to his own
righteous cause. Reader! do not fail to connect with this view of thy
glorious Surety, the certain interest that his church hath in all that is said
of him. If Jehovah hath no pleasure in iniquity, what pleasure must
he have in him that hath taken it away? And if Jesnsbe so precious as
the head, must not the church which is his body be also. precious in
him? Ob!-thou Holy One of God! cause me to be for ever fixing my

eyes, my whole soul with unceasing rapture upon thee, as the Lord our
righteousness,

7 Butasfor me, I willcome znfo thy house in the
multitude of thy mercy: and in thy fear will I wor-
ship toward thy holy temple.

Of whom but Jesus doth the prophet here speak? Of all the sons of"
fallen Adam we may humbly adopt the words of the Lord himself, and
say, for who is this that hath engaged his heart to approach unto me?
saith the Lord. Jerem. xxx. 1. None but he who was holy, harm-
less, undefiled, separate from sinners, and made higher than the heavens,
could come into the house of Jehovah, or draw nigh unto him. But,
Reader! how blessed is it for us to draw nigh to Jesus, who hath come,

and who is both the mercy-seat, the sacrifice, and the temple ; the way,
the truth, and the life!

8 Lead me, O Lorp, in thy righteousness, be-
cause of mine enemies; make thy way straight
before my face.

The Spirit was given without measure to Jesus, and it is our happiness
that from him and in him, the holy unction, poured out on the head of
our glorious High Priest, our Aaron, runs down to the skirts of his cloth-
iug, even to the humblest and poorest of his people. Reader! looking

“up to Jesus, shall we not say, Lead me, O Lord, in thy righteousness, even
thine only, that thy way may be straight before me?

9 For there is no faithfulness in their mouth;
their inward part is very wickedness; their throat
¢s an open ‘sepulchre; they flatter with their
tongue.

What an awful view doth this unfold of the lurkings of wickedness.
The apostle was struck with it, and gave the same picture to the

church. Rom. iii. 13.

10 Destroy thou them, O God ; let them fall by
their own counsels: cast them out in the mul-
titude of their transgressions; for they have re-
belled against thee.

This is a prayer delivered in the spirit of prophecy, Andlet the
Reader, once for all, observe, that whenever we meet with imprecations
of this nature, they are all in reference to the sworn enemies of God and
his Christ. There can be no concord between Christ and Belial, The
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seed of the woman and the seed of the serpent are sworn foes from ge-
neration to generation, through time and to all eternity. Exodus xvii.
14—16.

11 But let all those that put their trust in thee
rejoice: let them ever shout for joy, because thou
defendest them : let them also that love thy name
be joyful in thee.

12 For thou, Lorp, wilt bless the righteous:
with favour wilt thou compass him as with a
shield.

Let the-Reader observe in the close, as in the opening of the Psalm,
that the sacred writer speaks of one identical person. It1s the righteous
one Jehovah will bless: it is him that is to be compassed as with a
shield. And who is this righteous person, but the Lord Jesus, the glo~
rious righteous Mediator? In whom are the people to put their trust,
and in whom are they to shout for joy, but in Jesus, who is their salva-
tion? Yes! Lord, thou art righteous, and the Lord our righteousness!
Everlasting praises to him, who, though he knew no sin, was made sin
for us, that we might be made the righteousness of God in him. 2 Cor.
v. 21,

B —
REFLECTIONS.

PrEcIoUs Jesus! how blessed to thy people art thou in every view;
and in those views most eminently in which we behold thee going before
thy church, as our great High Priest and Representative in the service of
the sanctuary! Here would our souls unceasingly contemplate thee, as
engaging thine heart to approach for us before Jehovah, in the vast un-
dertakings of our Mediator. Thou didst draw nigh to Cod, as an abso-
lute God. 'Thou didst personally engage to approach to the throne of
infinite holiness and infinite power. Thou wert found worthy, from the
holiness of thy nature, to draw nigh without a Mediator, for thou neededst
none, and God declared himself well pleased for thy righteousness
sake. And now, Lord, we can and do approach and draw nigh in and
through thee. Yes'! blessed, for ever blessed be thy name, we have
access by one Spirit ‘to the Father through thee; and, having such an
High Priest over the house of God, we may come boldly to the mercy-
seat, to obtain mercy and {ind grace to help in all time of need. Holy
Father! I would now say, wmy voice shalt thou hear betimes in the
morning; I will look up in that dear and ever precious nané, in whom [
can never look up in vain. 1 will make mention of Jesus. 1 shall find
boldness in his blood and righteousness; for thou, Lord, wilt bless hir,
and bless his people in him, and defend all his redeemed here, and ¢rown
them with endless joy hereafter, for his name and righteousness sake.
Amen. ‘ )

~
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CONTENTS:

The Psalmist is here under gffliction. He crieth to' God, In the
conclusion, ke takes comfort in the consciousness that his prayer had
been heard, and he shall triumph over all kis enemies.

DT'(:] the chief musician on Neginoth upon Sheminith. A Psalm of
avid, | ‘

LORD, rebuke me not in thine anger, nei-

ther chasten me in thy hot displeasure.
2 Have mercy upon me, O Lorp, for I am
weak: O Lorp, heal me, for my bones are

vexed. 1 :
We may, without the smallest injury to the grand point this Psalm

'hath in view, I' mean, its pointed reference to Christ, look at
" David as speaking also of his own personal afflictions. David had a

large portion of sorrow in himself, in his family and kingdom. But the
beauty of the Psalm is as it beholds Christ in his strong ctying and
tears, when taking upon him our nature, and becoming sin for the church,
that the church might be made the righteousness of God in him. If we
eye the Redeemer ‘as the sinner’s surety, we shall then enter into a right
apprehension of what he saith under the divine chastisement for sin.
All the cries of Jesus are expressive of this. Hence it is said by him to
the Father, reproach hath broken my heart, and I am full of keaviness.
Psalm Ixix. 20.

3 My soul is also sore vexed: but thou, O

Lorp; how long ?

The Reader will not fail to discover Christ in this supplication, when
he recollects how Jesns complained in the garden, when he said; My
soul is exceeding sorrowful,’even unto death. Matt. xxvi. 38. Reader!
think how blessed and accommodating this view of Jesus is to the lesser
sorrows of his people! And think also- how sure the cries of his people
are to be heard by him, when we call to mind that in all things Jeésus
was made like to his people, that he might be a merciful and faithiful
High Priest; and in that he hath suffered, being tempted, he is able to
succour them that are tempted. Heb. ii.-17, 18.

4 Return, O Lord, deliver my soul: O save me
for thy mercies’ sake. ‘

When we read this petition as the words of Christ in the flesh, how
much strength do we derive from the thought that, if in the long waiting’
of our souls for the Lord’s manifestation, we find Jesus exercised- in: the
same before us, and therefore are in this way also-made in conformity to
our glorious Head; so by those exercises of the Son of God, we cannot
but know that he takes interest in all that we encounter.

5 For in death there is no remembrance of thee:
in the grave who shall give thee thanks?

-
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Hezekiah made use of this very argument, and a sweet one it is, and
proved most successful. Isaiah xxxviii. 18.

6 I am weary with my groaning; all the hight

make I my bed to swim: I water my couch with
my tears.
7 Mine eye is consumed because of grief; it

waxeth old because of all mine enemies. .

We need only to compare scripture with scripture, to discover that i
is Jesus of whom the prophet here speaks, Psalm xxii. 1, 2. But, Rea-
der! do not hastily pass over this review. Did Jesus cry and grodn, and
was he weary of it? Whence all this? The answer is at hand: In all
this Jesus acted as the sinner’s surety. Hence terror beset him on every
side: his holy soul was full of horrors and the darkness of death. He
sustained all that was the sinner’s due, that he might expiate sin by the
sacrifice of himself. Hence the surety bleeds, and groans, and dies,
that the principal, for whom he suffered, might go free. Heuce Jesus
trembles, and complains of being forsaken, that his people, his redeemed,
might have the oil of joy for mourning, and the garment of praise for
the spirit of heaviness. Ismiah Ixi. 3. And was this the cause for which
Jesus groaned and died? Oh! love unequalled! Oh! matchless grace!
Shall my soul ever lose sight of thee, and of thy love? Shall I ever, by
unbelief and disobedience, doubt thy love any more, thou blessed
Jesus?

8 Depart from me, all ye workers of iniquity;
for the Lorp hath heard the voice of my weep-
ing. \
9 The Lorp hath heard my supplication; the
Lorp will receive my prayer.

10 Let all mine enemies be ashamed and sore
vexed : let them return and be ashamed sud-
denly.

Reader, do not fail to remark the holy triumph here expressed, and
with which the Psalm coneludes, as the sure result of covenant love, both
asit belongs to our glorious Head, and, in him, to all his members. Who-
that reads this can overlook the scripture in which the prophetical lan-
guage of this Psalm, as referring to the person of Jesus, is brought for-
ward as then to be finally fulfilled, in which the very words the master
of the house shall say are already recorded, and are exactly the same as
here? See Luke xiil. 27. And who that compares both scriptures, but
must immediately be cenvinced that it is principally with ap eye to
Jesus this Psalm was written, whatever personal afflictions David Himself,
the writer of it, might be exercised with.

e
REFLECTIONS. N

My soul! see, kcharge it upon thee this day, see that thy perusal of
these precious portions of scripture be all directed to the discovery of
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him, to whom all the prophets gave Witness; that wheresoever in the
blessed book of God thy meditations are directed, thou dost search for
Jesus as for hidden treasure. He will be found of them that seek
him. He will never say (for he hath never said) to any of the pray-
ing seed of David, seek ye my face in vain. Aud oh! thou blessed
Holy One of God! wilt thou not now, as in the deys that are past, wilt
thou not draw nigh to those who desire to draw nigh unto thee, and, by
the sweet teachings and influences of thy blessed Spirit, make precious
discoveries of all things which are written in the law of Moses, and in
the prophets, and in the Psalms, concerning thysel{?

My soul! pause one moment longer over this divine Psalm, that con- -
tains in its bosom so much of Jesus! Did thy Lord thus groan, thus cry
out, and was his precious soul thus deeply exercised, when he stood forth
as thy Surety? Did Jehoval thus bruise him, and puthim to grief? And
in the seasons of these chastisements, did the Father love him with a love
that passeth knowledge? Nay, did the Father therefore love him be-
cause he laid down his life, and made his soul an offering for sin? Oh!
then, learn henceforth how rightly to estimate affiictions. Whom the
Lord loveth he chasteneth; and scourgeth every son whom he receiveth,
WNay, my soul, recollect, if we endure chastening, God dealeth with us as
with sons. Oh Lamb of God! cause me to-forget my afflictions in the
view of thine. Thou drankest the very dregs of the cup of trembling,
that thy redeemed might drink of the cup of salvation. Thou, the glo~
rious Head of thy ehurch, didst take out all the sting of sorrow in the
sting of death, which is sin, that thy members might feel no sting in their
sorrows, from their interest and union in thee. Hail! thon now risen,
exalted, and triumphant Saviour; thou hast new conqueied ail thing
enemies, and our victory is secured in thine! Even now, in thy strength
and righteousness, we bid all workers of iniguity to depart from us; for

_our persons and prayers are accepted in thee, and ere long we shall sit
down with thee in thy throne, even as thou hast overcome, and art sat
down with thy Father in his throne. Amen. '

VII.

) ‘ PSALM VIL
' CONTENTS. .

The Psalmist is here appealing unto God, against the false accusations
of his enemies. He expresseth a well-grounded confidence that he shall be
heard and justified.

Shiggaion of David, which he sang unto the Lord, concerning the
words of Cush the Benjamite.

-LORD my God, in thee do I put my trust:
save me from all them that persecute me,

and deliver me.

Some have supposed that Shiggeion means a song or psalm. And
if sq, we may learn from it,-that the writer was not discomposed in spi-
rit to sing unto the Lord, because he was unjustly accused. _And sure it
ought not at any time, nor upon any occasion, to take off our devout
frame towards God, because.we are persecuted;dy man. But, as
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the chief scope of this beautifal Psalm looks far beyond the private cir-
cumstances of David, and evidently is directed io speak of David’s Lord,
we shall do well to seek the teachings of God the Holy Ghost, as we
pass through the several verses of it, to be on the look out for Jesus. 1In
the very opening of the Psalm, we may observe how the Lord Jesus hath
an eye to the covenant engagements of the Father; for while he calleth
Jehovah liis God, he reminds him of his promised help, which in the
charter of 'heaven, concerning the redemption Jesus engaged for, Jeho-
vah pledged himself, on his part, that the enemy should not exact upon
him, nor the son of wickedness afflict him ; for God said, Twill beat down
his foes before his face, and plague them that hate him. Psm. Ixxxix.
22,23. '
2 Lest he tear my soul like a lion, rending # in

pieces, while zhere s none to deliver.
That Satan is here meant, and that it is Christ to whom the chief scope
of the Psalm is directed, see Psalm xxii. 12—21. Song iv. 8.

3 O Lorp my God, if I havedone this; if there
be iniquity in my hands;

4 If I have rewarded evil unto him that was at
peace with me; (yea, I have delivered him that

without cause is mine enemy :)
5 Let the enemy persecute my soul, and take
it; yea, let him tread down my life upon the earth,

and lay mine honour in the dust. Selah.

While we keep our eye stedfastly on Christ, as the person here spe-
cially treated of, we may secondarily, and subordinately, look at David,
king of 1srael.  We by no means lessen the importance of the former, by
having respect also to the latter. Nay, from considering David king of
Israel as one of Christ’s mystical members, and, as such, partaking in the
sufferings and reproaches of Christ, we give greater glory to the suffering
Head. Of David it might be said, in his kindness for the ill-treatment
from Cush, the Benrjamite, which no doubt means Saul, that he requited
good for evil, and delivered him, who without any cause, was his enemy.
1 Sam. xxiv. 4—7. and again, 1 Sam. xxvi. 8 to the end. But if
these things make this scripture suitable to David, how much more to
Jesus? He, and he alone, could truly say, There is no iniquity in my
hands. And he, and he alone, did say, then I restored that which I
took mot awey, and thereby delivered our poor mature which, with-
out any cause, was at enmity with him. Yes! thou glorious Re-
storer of our forfeited life, and all our meicies, and the Restorer of
God’s injured honor and glory. It was thou that didst restore all, -
and bring back man to the diviné image, which he had lost, and to
]the favor of Ged, which by sin he had been robbed eof; = Psalm
Xix. 4. o

6 Arise, O Lorp, in thine ‘anger, lift up thy-
self because of the rage of mine enemies: and
Vor. 1V. BB ,
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awake for me to the judgment that thou hast com=
manded.

7 So shall the congregation of the people com-
pass thee about : for their sakes therefore return
thou on high.

8 The Lorp shall judge the people: judge me,
O Lorbp, according to my rwhteousness, and ac-
cording to mine mtegrlty z‘hat 2 1n me.

9 O let the wickedness of the wicked come to an
end; but establish the just: for the righteous God

trleth the hearts and reins.

Is there not in these words, concerning the judgment Jehovah
hath commanded, a reference to the very judgment seat of Christ, to’
which the Lord our Mediator is appointed supreme judge, because

. he is the Son of man? Johnv. 27. Itis there, finally and fully, the
congregating of the people shall be. But whether this be so or not, one
thing is certain, none but Jesus can make an appeal to it, from this dis-
tinguishing feature of character, which belongs wholly to him, the righ-
teousness and the integrity that is in him. Precious view of the Lamb
of God! Thou, and thou only, art holy, harmless, undefiled, -separate
from sinners, and made higher than the heavens.

10 My defence is of God, which saveth the up-
right in heart:

11 God judgeth the righteous, and God is angry
with the wicked every day.

12 If he turp not, he will whet his sword; he
hath bent his bow, and made it ready. ,

13 He hath also prepared for him the instru-
ments of death; he ordaineth his arrows against
the persecutors.

14 Behold, he travaileth with iniquity, and
hath concelved mischief, and brought forth false-
hood.

15 He made a pit, and digged it, and is fallen
into the ditch which he made.

16 His mischief shall return upon his own head,

and his violent dealing shall come down upon hls
own pate.
If we read these verses with reference to David’s history, how were
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these truths confirmed in the instance of the Benjamite Saul? And if
we read them with reference to a greater than David, even David’s Lord,
what an awtul example doth the history of Judas afford in confirmation.
Acts i. 18.

17 T will praise the Lorp according to his righ~
teousness: and will sing praise to the name of

the Lorp most high. ,

Sweet and blessed conclusion to a Psalm of trials and persecutions !
Such was it in the instance of Jesus, and such will it be among all the
followers of Jesus: ad the glorious Head, so the members all join in the
praises of God’s salvation; and this, which is now the song of grace,
will be the everlasting hallelujah of heaven, when Jesus and his
church will be crowned in glory, and every enemy put under their
feet. ’

e et U
, REFLECTIONS.

BLEessED Lord! how refreshing is it, in every view the Holy Ghost is
pleased to give of thee, to behold thee as our glerious Head. In perse-
eutions, as well as in sufferings, in reproaches, aswell as unjust judgment,
thoa shalt have the pre-eminence. Oh! for grace to eye thee in the
path of tribulation going before thy church and people, and marking the
way by thine own spotless example. But oh! for larger portions of
that meekaess of spirit by which thy walk was distinguished.  Of Jesus
only could it be fully said, that when he was reviled, he reviled not again;
when he suffered, he threatened not; but committed himself to him that
judgeth righteously!

Reader! in our improvements of the divine subject which this Psalmy
holds forth, under all the persecutions which in our lesser trials we meet
with in the way, Jet an eye to Jesus animate our minds and comfort our
hearts, that finally and fully, we shall find cause to sing the same song as
is here sung, in praising the Lord according to his righteousness, and
singing praises to the name of the Lord most high. This will be our
everlasting song ; neither should the oppositions of the ungodly put our
minds out of tune for singing it with grace in our hearts now. In Jesus
~and his great salvation, we are already led to anticipate the triumphs
which must ere long be our own over all the enemies of our faith ; and
the promise is absolute in him, and the power of his might, which saith,
that the God of peace will bruise Satan under our feet shortly,

— — e
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CONTENTS.

This Psalm is pure gospel from beginning to end, for it celebrates
the glories of Jesus, as the Monarch of his people, and of heaven and
earth. Under the spirit of prophecy, and with an eye to Christ, the
sacred writer of it expresseth his astonishment at the incarnation of Je-
sus, and then soars in the loftiest strains of adoration and joy at his

wonderful glory.

B=ra
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To the chief Musician upon Gittith. A Psalm of David.

Some have conjectured that Gittith means the tune to which this
Psalm was sung. Others have ‘supposed that Gitfith is the same as
Gittite, meaning Goliath the Gittite, in allusion“to David’s victory oyver
Goliath of Gath, to whom David, in comparison of size, was but as one
of those whom-the Psalm celebrates, as giving forth praise out of the
mouth of babes and sucklings. But if the dedication of it be (as hath
been before observed, Psm. iv.) to one infinitely higher thanthe chief mu-
sician in the temple service, it should seem that this would be more in
correspondence to the divine truths of the gospel expressed through
every part of it. Let these things, however, be as they may, the several
scriptures which refer to this Psalm so decidedly explain it upon the
principles of the gospel, that the most ordinary reader cannot but be led
to observe how much it treats of Jesus and his glories.. The apostle to
the Hebrews, in the second chapter, fully shews that not man in gene-
ral, but the man Christ Jesus in particular, and him only, is the person to
whom all power is given in heaven and in earth. Heb. ii. 6—10. And,
as if this was not enough, our Lord Jesus himself made a complete appli-
cation of this Psalm to his own person and glory, in his conversation with
the chief Priests and Scribes, Matt, xxi. 15, 16, These are sufficient
.considerations to interest our hearts, as we enter upon the perusal of this
most blessed Psalin,  Reader! may you and I, as we go over it, have
our'souls led out in divine contemplation of the surpassing glory of our _
Lord Jesus, who is here so sweetly celebrated as the King and Head of
his church and people.” Oh! for such a portion of his blessed Spirit to
be upon the mind both of writer and reader, that while we behold what
he did for us, when he was made a little lower than the angels, we may
find faith in his finished salvation, and trust in him that he.is and will be
our Jesus still, now thit he is exalted above all height ; angels, principa-
lities, and powers, being made subject unto him !

Lorp our Lord, how excellent i thy name

inall the earth! who hast setthy glory above
the heavens. ‘

If we read this verse according to the authority we have to read it,
where the word Lord, when translated in capitals, means Jehovah, and
where the same word Lord, in smaller letters, means Adonai, then it will
be beautiful indeed : for then the expression carries with it the Lord Je-
hovali as beheld ina covenant way in Christ. Oh! how excellent is
this. ObL! how truly hath Jehovah exalted his glory, even in the per-
son of the Lord of glory, Christ Jesus, far above all heavens. 1 Cor. -
i. 8.

2 Out of the mouth of babes and sucklings hast

“thou ordained strength, because of thine enemies,

that thou mightest still the enemy and the
avenger.

The best of all coiments on this blessed verse is what Jesus himself
hath given, Matt. xxi. 15, 16. And as in the person of our glorious
Head, so in the instance of all his redeemed, how is the praise of Jehovah
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perfected, when babes in Christ are brought out of the kingdom of dark-
ness into the kingdom of God’s dear Son? How is the accursed enemy
and the avenger ‘overthrown and discomfited in the instance of every
poor sinner made willing in the day of God’s power. Here surely the
prey is taken from the mighty, and the lawful captive delivered. Isaiah
xlix. 24, 25. ‘

3 When. I consider thy heavens, the work of
thy fingers, the moon and the stars, -which thou
hast ordained: .

4 What is man, that thou art mindful of him?
and the son of man, that thou visitest him?

The Psalmist is here lost in admiration. He contemplates the hea-
venly bodies, those bright luminaries the moon and the stars. He doth
not notice the sun; probably it was night when this meditation on the
starry sky was taken. And while he considered these vast powers of
God’s creation, he is lost in wonder in recollecting the mercies of redemp-

tion. And it should seem particularly with an eye to the great Maker
condescending to become man. It is not that he who made so magni-

ficent a world condescended to look upon man, for man, as the work of

his hands, was an ebject for the great Creator to regard, as much and as
highly, had it pleased his infinite mind, as any other work of his power.
They who would interpret the passage in this sense, certainly overlook
the great beauty of it. But the wonder of all wonders, and which the
sacred writer is here contemplating, is, that God himself, in one person
of the Godhead, should pass by the nature of angels, and take upon him
the seed of Abraham. Heb. ii. 16. Most evidently it is this one, this
identical Man, whose nature, united to the Godhead, forms the glorious
N . . . . . . N .

Mediator, which the Psalmist is here contemplating, and concerning whom
he thus breaks out in wonder, love, and praise. ‘

5 For thou hast made him a little lower than
the angels, and hast crowned him with glory and
honour.

6 Thou madest him to have dominion over the
works of thy hands ; thou hast put all #hings under
his feet:

These verses.come in with greater fulness, to explain and to confirm
what went before: how the Son of God was made a little, or for a little
space, lower than the angels, during his incarnation and ministry upon
earth. For, as the Covenant-head of his church and people, he was be-
foreall things, and by him allthings did consist, consequently he was above
angels. His goings forth were of old, from everlasting. He was the first
born of every creature, saith the apostle, the image of the invisible God,
the appointed heir of all things, and by whom God made the worlds.
Now all these can only refer to Christ as Mediator, both God and man
in one Person. Ilis name, Mediator, is suited to both his natures, and
not separate from either, but in the union of both forming one Christ.
Hence the Psalmist, in contemplating the wonders of redemption, dnd
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by such a wonderful way, thus exclaims, What is man, thaé thou art
mindful of him ! '

7 All sheep and oxen, yea, and the beasts of
the field;

8 The fowl of the air, and the fish of the sea,
and whatsoever passeth through the paths of the

s€as. '

It is worthy of remark, that when, at the original creation, the first
man was invested with sovereiguty in his state of innocency, the grant of
dominion ran in those words, Gen. i. 28. How delightful it is to see
that sovereignty regained in the person of him who, by his wonderful un-
dertaking, hath restored all things, and to whom all power is given in
heaven and in earth. Matt. xxviii. 18, 19.

9 O Lorp our Lord, how excellent is thy name

in all the earth!

The Psalmist, after reciting the wonders of redemption in the person
of him by whom all things are restored, makes a beautiful response to
his own first exclamation of wonder and praise, and again extols Jehovah
in the covenant mercies of redemption, as the object of adoration through
all the earth. Hail, Lord of all ! blessing, and honor, and glory, and
power, be unto him that sitteth upon the throne, and to him that was
slain and now liveth for ever. Amen.

e — e
REFLECTIONS.

My soul! pause over the wonders contained in this hymn of praise.
Let him have all thy praise, and to him be all the glory offered, whom
Jehovah delighted to honor. Contemplate Jesus the Mediator. Be-
hold him set up from everlasting. See his goings forth for the salvation
of his people. Trace the.footsteps of his mercy in all that long train of
revelations concerning him, when his name was secret, and when he stood
forth in covenant engagements, but yet not having tabernacled in sub-
stance of our flesh, the Mediator of his people. Behold how he longed
for the fulness of time to come, when he should become sin for his people,
that his people might be made the righteousness of God in him. = Where-
fore, precious Jesus, (suffer me to ask thee) wherefore didst thou so often
assumue a visible appearance, when all the while to us thy name was se-
cret; and wherefore didst thou present thyself before thy redeemed
sometimes as a man, and sometimes as an angel? Was it not that, by
such palpable testimonies, thou mightest shew how much thou didst love
thy church, thy spouse, the poor ruined nature of man? And where-
fore was it, O thou Holy One of God! that thou didst thus manifest
thyself otherwise than thou dost to the world, but to testify what a long-
ing desire thou hadst to the werk of redemption, which the Father gave
" thee to do, and whiclr thou didst voluntarily undertake for the salvation
of thy chosen? Oh! well may every redeemed soul cry out with the
Prophet, What is man, that thou art mindful of him ; or the son of man,
that thou visitest him? And wherefore is it now, dearest Lord, that
since all power is thine in heaven and in earth, that thou still conde-

/
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scendest to regard the humblest, the poorest of thy people, but to shew,
equally so, that.no change of place hath made any change in thine heart
and thy love towards them. Having loved thine own which are in the
world, thou lovest them unto the end. Oh! for grace, that this love,
this favor, this mercy, this good will, may be carried in the rich streams
of it from thy heart into mine. Oh! for grace to bow the knee, the

- whole soul, and body, and spirit, before thee, and to praise Jesus, who is
the supreme Monarch of all creation. Oh! for grace to join this hymn
of praise, and to sing aloud, with all the redeemed both in heavenand in
earth, O Lord, our Lord, how excellent is thy name throughout the
world, and whose glory is above the heavens!

PSALM IX.

CONTENTS,.

The Psalmist is here again at the throne of grace, praising God for
past mercies, and preferving petitions for future favors. In singing
or reading this P salm, it will be profitable to have an eye to Christ,

To the chief Musician on Muth-labben. A Psalm of David,

The title of this Psalm « upon Muth-labben” is very obscure. Bome
have thought it refers to the death of a particular enemy. And others
have concluded it means a certain tune or instrument. But the sweet
spiritual sense of the Psalm, blessed be God, is not obscured by the -
title.

WILL praise thee, O Lorp, with my whole

heart; I will shew forth all thy marvellous
works.

2 I will be glad and rejoice in thee: I will

sing praise to thy name, O thou most High.

We shall enter into a full and clear apprehension of the scope and de=
sign of this Psalm, if we first consider how it is to be read with an eye to
Christ, and then how it may be accommodated to those, who, through
faith in Christ, have an interest in all that concerns him as Mediator.
The Psalm opens with the Mediator praising Jehovah for delivering him

Srom all his enemies, and the joy he finds in consequence thereof, as that

deliverance concerns himself and the Church in him. Hence, Reader,
if you and T have a right conception and knowledge of our own personal’
deliverance, in Jesus, and by Jesus from all our enemies, we shall by faith
take part in what is here said, and praise Jehovah with our whole heart
and soul for the same. Oh! how precious is it, when we can see and
feel our deliverance from the fear of sin, death, and hell, and all our
foes, and all our sorrows, through him and his glorious victory, who is
the Lord our righteousness!

3 When mine enemies are turned back, they

shall fall and perish at thy presence.

Was there ever a prophecy more pointed than this, or ever an event
more strikingly fulfilled, than when Christ’s enemies came to apprehend
him in the garden, and Jesus, by a word speaking, caused them to go
backward, and fall upon their faces to the earth?  Was there ever an
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instance, in the annals of the world, of such an event taking place by the
breath of the mouth? Reader, I pray you, turn to the account of this
i the gospel: John xviii. 5, 6. Mark the miracle well, and then pause
in contemplating how the glory of the Godhead must have burst through
the manhood of Christ to testify who Jesus was in such a memoiable
moment. Aud although it brought no conviction to their minds, yet
what a blessed and overpowering testimony doth it give, and hath all
along given to the Church, whom it was designed to instruct in so pre-
cious a doctrine, who Jesus is and was, and in whom we believe. Oh!
thou condescending God! how gracieus was this discovery of thyself.

4 For thou hast maintained my right and my
cause; thou sattest in the throne judging right.

5 Thou hast rebuked the heathen, thou hast
destroyed the wicked, thou hast put out their

name for ever and ever. ‘

Were ever words plainer than these, to teach us that it is Jesus thus
addressing the Father, acknowledging the Father’s fulfilment of all cove-
nant engagemeants, in supporting the manhood of Christ in all the sea-
sons of his encountering with his enemies? And, Eeader, mnay nct all
the people of Jesus in their deliverances, and from their victories in him,
Took up and bless God for the same mercy?

6 O thou enemy, destructions are come to a per-
petual end : and thou hast destroyed cities; their
memorial is perished with them.

Is not this spoken of one particular foe more than others? And of
whom so probably as Satan? And how beautiful is it, in the victories
of our Jesus, by his blood and righteousness, te behold Satan and sin,
and death and hell, and the grave, with all that empire of destruction,
brought to a final end. He shall swallow up death in victory. Hail!
thou glorious Deliverer of mankind! It is thou which hast destroyed
principalities and powers, and made a shew of them openly, triumphing
over them in it. Coloss. ii. 15.

7 But the Lorp shall endure for ever: he hath
prepared his throne for judgment.

8 And he shall judge the world in righteous-
ness, he shall minister judgment to the people in
uprightpess.

9 The Lorp also will be a refuge for the op-
pressed, a refuge in times of trouble.

10 And they that know thy name will put their
trust in thee: for thou, Lorp, hast not forsaken
them that seek thee. ~ ‘

Here, by a change of person in the speaker, we find a beautiful tran-
sition made to Christ himself, in which the sacred writer is celebrat-
ing the glories of his person, and the greatness, and extensiveness, and

\
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everlasting duration of his kingdom, and by contrasting his monarchy to
that of ail created power, the glories of his mediatorial reign is set forth
most blessedly. Header, do not hastily pass over the several precious
things here said of our almighty Sovereign. He, thy Brother, as well as
thy God, will be thy Judge! He who hath died for thy sins, as thy
Sarety, will one day come to see of the travail of his soul in the redemp-
tion of his people, and be satisfied. He who now looks on, and is the
refuge of his oppressed, will judge their cause, and in due time deliver
them out of all their trouble. Surely, Reader, if you know this Jesus,
if you believe in his power, if you depend upon his salvation, you will
trust every thing, for time and for etevnity, in his Almighty bands.
But, my brother, mark, I heseech you, the.certain truth,—if you Know
him not, you cannot trust him. None ever confided in an unknown God.
Oh, precious Lord Jesus! now I see the beauty and the excellency of
that blessed scripture, in which thou hast said, And this is life eternal,
that they may know thee the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom thou
hast sent. John xvii. 3.

11 Sing praises to the Loxrp, which dwelleth in

Zion: declare among the people his doings.

Here is a call to the whole Church to join in praises to Jehovah, and
that particularly, for that he resides in the person of the Mediator, in the
midst of his people. The tabernacle of God is with men, and he will
duwell with them. Rev. xxi. 3. Sweet thought! what can destroy,
what can hurt, or even afflict the Church, while her Beloved is in the
midst of her. Read and commit to memory, for a daily, hourly song,
that sweet scripture, Zeph. iii. 14—17.

12 When he maketh inquisition for blood, he
remembereth them: he forgetteth not the ery of

the humble.

How blessed and consolatory the thought to the martyys of Jesus,
and to all his persecuted little ones, is this consideration. Hence they
are represented, under the altar of heaven, as making a response fo this
and the like promises. Rev, vi. 9, 10.

13 Have mercy upon me, O Lorp; consider
my trouble which I suffer of them that hate me,
thou that liftest me up from the gates of
death:

It should seem as if this formed a second part of the Psalm, or rather
a new one. Here we behold Christ again, as before represented in the
days of his flesh, with strong crying and tears. God the Father had
promised that he shonld not fail nor be discouraged, until that he had set
judgment in the earth; and therefore all along we find, in the strong
cries of Christ, to this covenant engagement he had recourse. Hence,
as in other places; I was cast upon thee from the womb ; thou art my
God from my mother’s belly. Be not far from me, for trouble is near.
Psm. xxii. 10, 11. Oh! how blessed it is to trace Christ in all these
scriptures. Thanks be God, we may truly say here, as in a thousand

Vow. IV, Cc ‘ ;
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-other instances, for his unspeakabdlegift, in thus teachingus by his blessed
Spirit the things concerning Jesus, 2 Cor. ix. 15.

14 That 1 may shew forth all thy praise in the
gates of the daughter of Zion: I will rejoice in thy

salvation. -

Is not this one of the well-known offices of the Mediator? Was it
not said of him, under the spirit of prophecy, the king shall joy in thy
strength, O Lord, and in thy salvation how greatly shali he rejoicel
Psm. xxi. 1. Hence, therefore, it is one of the hlessed offices of our
great Head and Saviour, having accomplished redemption by his obedi-
ence and death, to proclaim by his Spirit Jehovah’s salvation in the
Church and through the earth. Isa. xlix, 6.

15 The heathen are sunk down in the pit that
they made: in the net which they bid, is their own
foot taken.

16 The Lowrp is known by the judgment which
he executeth: the wicked is snared in the work of
his own hands.  Higgaion. Selah.

17 The wicked shall be turned into hell, and all

the nations that forget God. ‘

What a sure destruction must overtake all the enemies of God and of
his Christ. In this life misery, and the cvils they intend for others, fall-
ing upon themselves; and in that which is to come, everlasting destrue-
tion, It should seem that the word Higgaion joined to Selah, was in-
tended as if to make a double pause of entreaty on the Reader, to mark
and consider the awfulness of such conduct, as opposing God and his
Chlirist. Similar to that solemn call: Now consider this, ye that forget
1Goal, lest [ tear you in pieces, and there be none to deliver. Psalm

. 22, ‘

18 For the needy shall not always be forgot-
ten: the expectation of the poor shall nof perish
for ever., : ,

This is a sweet promise for a thousand occasions, and when pleaded
before the throne in his name who comprehends in himself every pro-

mise, and is indeed himself the great Promise of the Bible, it will bg
found, like all others, yea and amen,

19 Arise, O Lorp; let not man prevail: let the
heathen be judged in thy sight.
20 Put them in fear, O Lorp: that the nations

may know themselves fo be but men. Selah.

These are blessed prayers, when put up in faith, by which we invite
Jesus to hasten his coming, and bring on both the latter day glory, and
that kingdom of his everlasting reign, which shall have no end. Reader,
what say you to that holy longing of the Church, which, when Jesus

E e
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speaks of his return, echoes to the blessed voice of her Redeemer, and
desires with rapture that he would hasten his approach? Befiold, T
vome guickly, saith he: can you and I say, dmen. Even so, come, Lord
Jesus? Rev. xxii. 20. )
REFLECTIONS.

BLEssED Redeemer! let me, as often as I peruse this Psalm, learn
to celebrate thy triumphs, and to keep my eye and heart stedfastly fixed
on thee, that [ may hear with the ear of faith, and catch an holy flame
from the devout song, while thou art praising Jehovah, for all the
blessings of the salvation wrought by thee for his Church and people.

Yes! thou holy Lord, I would desire to shout in the sacred joy, from
a conviction, that in thy victories all thy people partake. And while,
by faith in thee and thy salvation, I behold all the enemies which now
impede our progress in the wilderness state of thy Church, put to a per-
petual end, T shall even now sing, though so often feeling the effects of
their malice, sure and certain deliverance, through thee, from all my sins,
sorrows, and trials, being more than conqueror through thy grace help-
ing me.

And oh! come Lord, by the influence of thy sweet Spirit, come and
dwell in the midst of Zion, and shew forth all the praises of Jehovah;
that thy redeemed may echo to thy praises, and their hearts rejoice in
thy salvation. Yes, precious Jesus! thou wilt be, thou hast been, thou
now art, a refuge for the oppressed. Thou art my hiding place, and
my strong tower, against all iy foes. And in the consciousness of my
interest in thee, my union with thee, and my unceasing dependence upon
thee, I will go forth, making mention of thy righteousness, even thine
only. And until thou shalt call me home to see thy face, and dwell
with thee for ever, the sense of thy love shall keep my soul in tune, to
praise thee here below, in the every-day song of faith, and by and by faith
shall be swallowed up in sight, and grace consummated in everfasting
glory.

PSALM X.

CONTENTS. . B
The Psalmist is still before the mercy seat at kis devotions, The sul-
Ject, is that general ome, of the oppression of the wicked, and their
“triumphs. Deliverance is humbly sought for, and due confidence in di-
vine mercy professed. .

, HY standest thou afar off, O Lorp? why

hidest thou thyse/f in times of trouble ?

From the authority given to us in other parts of Scripture, to inter.
pret, in numberless instauces, the Psalins as referring primarily, and in
their most important sense, to the person and offices of the Mediator,
we may very safely, in places less clear, be upon the look-out for discove-
ries to the same blessed and profitable purpose. In this Psalm, which is
without a title, (and probably, therefore, in the Septuagint translation is
joined with the foregoing), we may exercise this inquity for Jesus to no

Cc2
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small advantage. When we hear Jesuson the cross complaining of his
Father’s ' desertion, we may be assured that he takes interest in what
concerns the Divine withdrawings from his people. And it is both sweet
and consolatory to asoul under the Lord’s hidings, to recollect, that the
great Head, like the members, was so exercised. Mark xv. 34.

. 2 The wicked in ki pride doth persecute the
poor : let them be taken in the deviees that they:
have imagined.
3 For the wicked boasteth of his heart’s de-
sire, and blesseth the covetous, whom the Lorp

abhorreth.

Here is an awful description in part of the ungodly, as it concerns
God’s people, how his hatred against God is manifested. There is, there
must be, an everlasting and irreconcileable emmity in the seed of the
serpent to the seed of the woman. ¢ I will put,’ saith God, emmty be-
tween thee and the woman, and between thy seed and her seed.” Gen.
iii. 15. Hence the Redeemer saith, Marvel not if the world hate you.
John xv. 18, 19.

4 The wicked, through the pride of his eoun-
tenance, will not seek after God: God # not in
all his thoughts.

5 His ways are always grievous ; thy Judvments
“are far above out of his swht as for all his enemies
he puffeth at them. :

6 He hath said in his heart, I shall not be
moved: for I skall never be in advermty.

7 His mouth is full of cursing and deceit and
fraud: under his tongue 4 mischief and vanity.

8 Iessitteth in the lurking places of the vil-
lages: in the secret places doth he murder the
innocent:- his eyes are privily set against the
poor.

9 He lieth in wait secretly as a lion in his den:
he lieth in wait to catch the poor: he doth catch
the poor, when he draweth him into his net.

10 He croueheth, and humbleth himself, that
the poor may fall by his strong ones.

11 He bath said in his heart, God hath for-
‘gotten: he hideth his face; he will never see
it.
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Here the picture of the ungodly is. finished, and an. awful' finish-
ing it is. Hatred to God, despising his laws, bisiways, his judg-
ments; and, more especially, a bitterness towards that plan of salva-
tion by his Son, which is the wisdom of God, in.a mystery: here the
malignity of the ungodly most violently ‘manifests itself. And what I
would more particularly desire the Reader .to remark with me in these
observations is, that all thisis directed against the person and offices of the
Lord Jesus. Here it was the malignity of the serpent first broke out;
and here it is that his seed most pointedly shew the bitterness of their ha-
tred, So that in the reading of this Psalm, we canoot overlook the in-
terest that Christ hath in it, in what so eminently belongs to the hatred
his seed suffer from their connection with him. Precious Jesus! if they
called the master of the house Beelzebub, well may they so call them of
his household.

112 Arise, O Lord; O God, lift up thine hand :
forget not the humble. S

13 Wherefore doth the wicked contemn God?
he hath said in his heart, Thou wilt not require
it. \

14 Thou hast seen ¢ ; for thou beholdest mis-~
chief and spite, to requite & with thy hand: the
poor committeth himself unto thee; thou art the
helper of the fatherless.

15 Break thou the arm of the wicked and the
evil man: seek out his wickedness ¢/ thou find

none.

- Having taken a view of the enemies of God and of his Christ, and of
their hatred to him and his people, in these verses a cry is put up, that
God would, agreeably to his promise, for the oppression of the poor and
the sighing of the needy, arise. Psalm xii. 5. Why should the proud
thus break down the helpless? Wherefore should the wicked thus blas-
pheme God ? These are strong arguments, and the petitioner finds the
comfort of faith in the exercise of them; for in the following verses,
with which the Psalmist closeth, he rejoiceth as if the thing was done.
“The Lord had shewn his sovereignty, had heard the prayers.of his
people, redressed their wrongs, and put their foes to silerice. *

16 The Lorp s King for ever and ever: the
heathen are perished out of his land.

17 Lorbp, thou bast -heard the desire of the
humble: thou wilt prepare their heart, thou wilt
cause thine ear to hear:

18 To judge the fatherless and the oppressed,
that the man of the earth .may no. more op-

‘press. - . o '
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Nothmg can be more beautiful than this close. By’strong faith in the
divine goodness, though the Psalm began under the deepestsorrow, inthe
apprehension of God’s withdrawing, yet now, taking confidence in the
faithfulness of Jehovah, here is full triumph. 'The cause of Christ, his
(“hurch, his redeemed, is God’s own cause ; and while the Lord Jehovah
is preparing mercy for his redeemed, and deliverauce from all their ene-
mies, he is preparing their hearts to receive it. And the deliverance
shall be so great, their trinmphs so complete, and their salvation so
finished, that the man of sin shall no more be permitted to oppress them.
Hallehgah Amen,

. e RIS
REFLECTIONS.

READER, let you and I pause over this divine Psalm. Whether it be
the blessed Mediator, as man’s surety, thus pleading concerning his own
afflictions, and the afflictions of his people, under the hidings of the Fa-
ther’s countenance ; or whether it be the cries of his church, or any indi-
vidual of the church thus pleading before the throne ; in either sense,
we may feelingly remark how heavy, and how grievous the burthen,
when exercised saints are under the double distress of the persecutions
of the ungodly, and the frowns or hidings of the Lord. “ How long,
O Lord, how long ?” is the cry of his poor, needy, and sorrowfal oues,
when the enemy triumphs, and our God conceals his face.

But reader, even here, and under the deepest soul-sorrow, let us take
comfort, that their rock is not as our Rock, even our enemies themselves
being judges. We cannot run with them to the same excess of riot;
‘we cannot think, much less speak, lightly of our God. They are, as
the Apostle speaks, covetous, proud, boasters, implacable, uumercnful
Their wine is the wine of Sodom, and of the fields of Gomorrah: their
grapes are grapes of gall; their clusters are bitter. Their wine is the
poison of dragons, and the cruel venom of asps, Precious Lord Jesus!
we thank thee for thy distinguishing tokens of grace, even whén our
souls are most afflicted, and when the enemy triumphs.

Lastly, Reader, under all your exetcises, look 1o Jesus, and never, ne-
ver forget that the Lord is King for ever and ever; and the Heathen
are perished out of his land. Yet a little while, and the ungodly shall
be cut down as the grass, and be withered even as the- green herb;
while the righteous shall flourish like the palm-tree, and spredd abroad”
as the cedar in Lebanon. Blessed Jesus! in thy light we shall see

- Jght. There is a rest that remaineth for the people of God. Into
that rest, which is thyself, thou wilt ere long bring all thy people, and
thy ransomed shall return and come fo Zion with songs and ever-
lasting joy upon their heads, and they shall obtain joy and gladness; and
sorrow and sighing shall flee awoy.

PSALM XI.
GONTENTS.

In the circumstances of evil, from the persecutions of umrodl [y men,
the Psalmist is here represented as reposing in the sure pr rotection of
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God. Much consolation is found in this security, and the firm reliance
of a happy termination to all sorrow.

: To the chief Musician, A Psalm of David,

N the Lorp put I my trust: how say ye to my

soul, Flee as a bird to your mountain ?

A poor timid bird, in times of danger, taketh her flight to the covert;
and the Lord’s peoplg flee as a cloud, and as daves to the windows, when
they take shelter in Jesus, The Lord is a strong tower, the righteous
fleeth intot, and is safe. My people shall be satistied with my good-
ness, saith the Lord. And they who are satisfied with Jesus and his
righteousness, never seek any other to recommend them.

2 For, lo, the wicked bend ¢their. bow, they
make ready their arrow upon the string, that they
may privily shoot. at the upright in heart.

3 If the foundations be destroyed, what can the

righteous do?

There will be, there must be, persecutions, But Jesus is the founda-
tion of his Church, and that standeth sure. - .

4 The Lorp is in his holy temple, the Lorp’s
throne s in heaven: his eycs behold, his eyelids
try, the children of men.

Reader, it is very true that Jehovah, in his threefold character of per-
son, Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, seeth and knowgth all the concerns of
his redeemed, and his eyes are upon them for good. But is there not
here a speciul reference to the eyes of the Mediator? Is it not Jesus as
the God-man, who is here spoken of as beholding bis people? For here,
with a double sweetness of consolation, the people of God may find ens
couragement in the blessed thought, that the eyes of Jesus, as God inour

nature, are always beholding and taking part in all the interests of his
redeemed.

5 The Lorp trieth the righteous: but the
wicked and him that loveth violence his soul
hateth.

This is a verse of no small importance. Though thg Lord is not
dealing with his redeethed now under the covenant of grace, as he did
with Adam in his original state of innocency, to see what improvement
his poor fallen creature can make under ordinances or providences; yet
is the Lord trying his people, by the graces he imparts to them in the va-
rious processes of afflictions and temptations. And this becomes truly
profitable, when a child of God is enabled to gather from it inore striking
evidences of divine love, and more strikisg proofs of his own wealkness
and unwerthiness.

6 Upon the wicked heshall rain snares, fire and
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~brimstone, and an horrible tempest: ¢his shall be the
portion of their cap. ‘ . ‘
7 For the righteous Lorp loveth righteous~
ness; his countenance doth behold the upright.”
Very awful must be the termination of a life of sin, to whatever age

protracted, or however lengthened. - Tell ye the righteous it shall be
awell with him. Woe unto the wicked! it shall beillwith him. Isa, iii. 11,

REFLECTIONS.

How blessed it is, to have a God in Christ to flee unto, and to put
our sure trust in, when storms invade the church, or when the enemy
comes forward with a high hand. Though a host encamp against me,
said one of old, yet shall not my heart be afraid. And it is here alone, in
the well-grounded confidence of satvation by Jeésus, that a true believer
finds an adequate support for every affliction. And what real, solid, and
substantial comfort must every truly regencrate heliever fi.d, who hath
Jesus for his hope, and righteousness, and satvation. [Header, how
stands the case between God and your soul? Is Jesus your hope, your
consolation, your security? Then, and not otherwise, will the soul be
borne up,.and carried though, all the difficulties of.a spiritual eonflict:
for if God be for us, who can be against us? Jesus, Lord ! be.thou my
everlasting security, my hope, my righteousness, and portion for ever.

PSALM XII.
CONTENTS. :
This is @ short and pathetic lamentation over the languishing state
@f the Church, and the decrease of the faithful. The sacred writer,
kowever, takes comfort in the assuarnce, that God will preserve a seed
in.the heaxt. " o ;

To the chief Musician upon Sheminith. A Psalm of David.

I EIJ;P,‘LORD; for the godly man ceaseth; for
' the faithful fail from among the children of

men. .

The prayet begins beautifully. When faitlful men are minished,
to whom shall souls zealous for God’s glory look, but to a faithful God?
The Lord hath so commanded; and he that bids to pray, is then.coming
forth in mercy to answer. Isaiah Ixii. 6, 7. Reader, if there was more
concern for Zion’s interest than there is, it would be well for the Church.
It is much to be feared, that when the waters of the sanctuary are low,
the people are not wrestling as they ought with the Lord in prayer.

2 They speak vanity every one with his neigh-
bour : wuth flattering lips and with a double heart
do they speak.
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3 The Lorp shall cut off all flattering lips, and
the tongue that speaketh proud things:

4 Who have said, With our tongue will we pre-
vail; our lips are our own: who # Lorp over

us? .
While the Lord’s people are not earnest to assemble, the vain will as-
semble, and their conversation will be trifling. The children of this
world are, in their generation, wiser than the children of light. But,
Reader, it is not among the vain and the carnal that we find vain con-
versation only. Alas! as our Lord foretold concerning the latter days,
so we find it; because iniquity abounds, the love of many is waxen cold.
Tell it not in Gath, publish it not in the streets of Askelon!

5 For the oppression of the poor, for the sigh-
ing of the needy, now will I arise, saith the Lorp;
I will set him in safety from him that puffeth at

him.

What a blessed relief is here found in divine strength against human
deceitfulness; and with what sweetness doth this verse come in to com-
fort every sorrowful soul, that is sighing and crying for the abominations
of the land! There is a time to favour Zion; and that time the King of
Zion hath already marked. When his people groan, and when his ene«
inies seem to be at the height of their cruelties, then, saith the Lord,
will T arise. My soul, I charge it upon thee to remember this: and
when matters seem to be most discouraging; when .all human help
seems over, and the enemy crieth out, *“ Aha, aha, so would we have it;”
then Jesus is near at hand, and deliverance at the very door. What
shall one then answer the messengers of the nation? saith the Prophet.
Why, that the Lord hath founded Zion, and the poor of his people shall
trust init. Isaiah xiv. 32. ' Lk

6 The words of the Lorp are pure words: as
silver tried in a furnace of earth, purified seven

times.

How beautifully is this verse introduced, by way of contrast to what
was said before concerning the words of the ungodly., Do sinners talk
of vanity? let saints then speak of Jesus and his gospel. Do they
talk impure words? then let the faithful wse the pure words of God,
which, like silver, the more used, the more melted in the fire, the more
precious will they be. It is true indeed, despisers will esteem both God
and his word as trifling; but oh! what unknown treasure doth the
word, the promises, the covenant relation of the divine things of Jesus,
contain! They are more to be desired than gold, yea than fine gold:
sweeter also than houey apd the honey-comb,

7 Thou shalt keep them, O Lorp, thou shalt
preserve them from this generation for ever.

VoL. IV. . Do



198 PSALM XIII.

e ————et ——— R —

8 The wicked walk on every side, when the
vilest men are exalted.

These verses seem to have no immediate connection with what went
before; nevertheless they come in with a blessed conelusion, to ensure
the faithfulness of Jehovah, What though bad men triumph and the
faithful are minished, Jesus is the same, yesterday, and to-day, and for
ever. He will keep the feet of his saints, and the wicked shall be silent
in darkness, for by strength shall no man prevail, 1 Sam.ii. 9.

-

ettt B Nt

REFLECTIONS.

READER, there never was a period of the Church, when this Psalm
seemed to be more applicable. How few are there asking the way to
Zion! How many the vacancies made by death in the congregations of
the faithful! And who is there pleading, erying, wrestling with Zion’s
King in prayer, and determined to take no denial, that the Lord would
fill those vacancies, and raise up a generation to call him blessed? Alas,
alas! may it not with teo much truth be said, all seek their own, and
not the things of Jesus Christ? Blessed Lord, help us to look to thee.
O for grace to be poured out from on high on churches, ministers, peo-
ple; that the Lord would yet make Zion a praise in the earth. Oh!
that the cause of truth, of God, and of his Christ, were become the most
interesting concern of all his people. Oh! ye servants of Jesus; cry,
cry mightily to the Lord, and tell him how Zion languisheth, And ye

* who love her ¢ourts and ordinances, pray, pray for the peace of Jeru-
salem; for they shall prosper that love Zion. But oh! from men, my
soul, look thou to the Lord. Tell thy Jesus, that Zion must be dear to
-him, when her walls are always hefore him, and her name graven on the
palms of his sacred hands. O, then, Lord, let my soul hear, by the ear
of faith, thine own most precious promise, again and again repeated.
Now for the oppressions of the poor, for the sighing of the needy, now
will I arise, saith the Lord. Come, Lord! take thy glorious cause into
thine own most glorious hand: then wilt thou turn to the people a pure
language, that they may all call upon thy name, and serve thee with one
consent; even from beyond the rivers of Athiopia, thy suppliants, even
the daughters of thy dispersed, shall bing thine offering.

-

PSALM XIII.

* CONTENTS. .

Here the Psalmist is represented as crying out under grief of mind,
Srom an apprehension of God's having withdraon his face. He ac-
‘companies his prayers with professing faith in God's return, and cor-
cludes with praise.

To the Chief Musician. A Psalm of David.

I EOW long wilt thou forget me, O Lorp? for

ever? how leng wilt thou hide thy face from
me? SN
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2 How long shall I take counsel in my soul,
having sorrow in my heart daily? how long shall

mine enemy be exalted over me?

While we keep in view the person of our Lord, whose desertions of the
Father for our sins, which he bore, made him eminently distinguished in
this instance, as well as all others, for the greatness of his sufferings;
we may very profitably make improvement of this Psalm, both in the
complaint and cure, according to our own personal concern in what is
here said. But, Reader! while we feel and groan under the many how
{ongs in which we estimate the time of our exercises, do let us seek for
grace to be looking more to Jesus, than be thus taking counsel in our
own souls. Depend upon it, that our poring over ourselves, and what
we feel in infirmities and the like, instead of looking, as we are conti-
nually enjoined, to the Lord, and casting all our care upon him who
careth for us, is one sad cause, and a very great cause too, of all our mi-
sery. Psm. xxxiv. 4—0.

3 Consider and hear me, O Lorp my God:

lighten mine eyes, lest I sleep the sleep of death;

It is profitable when our complaints lead to prayer. That affliction,
be it what it may, which leads to Jesus is blessed. Jesus himself, being in
an agony, prayed more earnestly. Oh! how very sweet and sanctified
is it, 1o trace the manhood of Jesus in his footsteps going before us,
Luke xxii. 44.

4 Lest mine enemy say, I have prevailed against
him ; and those that trouble me rejoice whenI am

moved.

What a blessed argument hath the Holy Ghost provided here, and
put in the mouth of the people of God, for pleading at the throne!
Shall the enemy triumph? Shall the efficacy of Christ’s blood and
righteousness fail? Shall God’s faithfulness be lost? Shall my case be the
only one where divine grace is not manifested? Surely, Lord, thou art
the Holy One of Israel still; and thou hast been a refuge to all who have
called upon thee. I will trust, I will not be afraid. The Lord Jehovah
is my strength and my song, and he is become my salvation. Isa. xii. 2.
Reader! how beautiful it 1s, when by looking out of ourselves, and look-
ing to all-precious Jesus, faith finds strength to rely upon him who is the
Lord our righteousness? Faith begets prayer, and prayer calls in
Jesus.

5 But I have trusted in thy mercy; my heart
- shall rejoice in thy salvation.
6 I will sing unto the Lorp, because he hath
dealt bountifully with me. ,
See how the note is changed. Yes! when a soul is thus enabled to
act faith upon Jesus, and the divine promises in him, there will be soon
cause to praise and sing aloud of God’s faithfulness and bounty. But do

not fail, Reader, to observe with me what the joy of the soul here is.
Dop2
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Not that his frames were altered ; not that his heart was enlarged ; not
that more light was brought into his soul: these things he had, and
these were all precious ; but these were the ¢ffects and not the cause of
his joy. No! read the verse again, and you will see that what his heart
rejoiced in was God’s salvation, and God’s mercy. Aud what is this
but Jesus, all-precious, all-satisfying, soul-comforting Jesus? I pray
you, Reader, mark it down as a matter of great importance for every oc-
casion of soul exercises, that it is Jesus, and not our frames or feelings,
that is the cause of all real joy. When we put the effects for the cause,
and magnify the fruit of faith instead of the glorious object of faith; we
place our comfort where it is not. So that when our frames alter, as
alter they soon will, where is our joy then? But if we place it in Jesus,
and have it in Jesus; here we may always find it, in every rainy, dark,
or gloomy day that follows.

e
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REFLECTIONS. g,

ReADER! in following the sweet steps of soul exercises which are
wmarked in this Psalm, while God the Holy Ghost is our Guide, how
lovely is it to eye Jesus as having gone before. Yes! thou Holy Oune of
God! what sorrow, what trial, what distress or anguish of spirit can any
one of thy redeemed be called to, where thy bright and blessed example
doth not hold forth precious views to console, as well as gracious paths
to follow. Oh, Lord! vouchsafe to sanctify every appointment to our
furtherance in the greater knowledge of thee, and of our being con-
formed to thee in all things. And when, Lord, ‘in dark seasons, the
enemy cometh in like a flood, O let thy blessed Spirit lift thee up to
our view, as a standard against him. And oh! our gracious God! lef
it please thee to grant, that when, from the darkness of our mind, we
cannot see thy beauties so clear as at other times, nor our own personal
interest in thee; then, blessed Jesus, may we have grace still to trust
thee. If we cannot sing the song of triumph, still let us not hang the
harp upon the willow, but cry after thee. Still let faith have its perfect
work: and may we venture all upon thee, amidst all the darkuess around,
or the darkness within. Yes! precious Jesus, if thou wilt grant but
faith to trust thee, to believe in thee, to hang upon thee, and to commit
all into thy blessed hands, under all the emptiness and barrenness in
our own hearts; faith thus acting all its workings upon thee, will at
length find strength, and light, and life, in thee, and from thee; and
thus our heaviness will be turned into joy, and we shall join in the same
song, as the Psalmist here hath recorded, and sing unto the Lord, be-
cause he has dealt hountifully with us.

“ PSALM XIV.
; ' CONTENTS.
This Psalm comes home recommended from the comment the Holy Ghost
was pleased to make of it, by the Apostle Paul. Rom. iii. 10. The
principal subjects of it are; The universal sin of man; his enmity

against God; and the prophel’s prayer in consequence, that salvation
would speedily arise out of Zion. '
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To the Chief Musician. A Psalm of David.

HE fool hath said in his heart, There s no
God. They are corrupt, théy have done

abominable works, there is none that doeth good.

What an awful state is man reduced to by the Fall! Here we read that i
the foolish man saith in his heart, There is no God: and in the world
we see how foolish men come forth to say it by their actions. Alas!
what is man by nature?

2 The Lorp looked down from heaven upon
the children of men, to see if" thqre were dny.
that did understand, and seek God.

3 They are all gone aside, they are altqgether
become filthy: tkere is none thwt doeth good, no,

not one.

It would have Deen some alleviation of our ruin, had the deadly sin
been only here and there in certain instances, or even general in many
instances: but when by the divine inquiry we find that the disease'is
universal, and that all have sinned and come short of God’s glory, Rea-
der, behold the misery of nature, Whois there that will venture ‘to make
an appeal against the decision? See Prov. xx. 9. Rom.iii. 9to 19. I de-
tain the Reader here to remark, that in our common-prayer translation
there are added three verses similar to those in Paul’s epistle to the Ro-
mans, chapter iii. 13. to 18. which are not in this translation.

4 Have all the workers of iniquity no know-
ledge? who eat up my people as they eat bread
and call not, upon the Lorp.

5 'There were they in great fear: for God s in
the generation of the rlghteous.

6 Ye have shamed the counsel of the poor, be-

cause the Lorp # his refuge.

The sad blindness of men’s minds in thexr denying the existence of God,
is here very strongly described; and the contradiction of such unbelief
as strongly pointed out in the fear of such a guilty mind. Aund the
cruelties to God’s people is also shewn. The sacred writer hath drawn
a striking representation of the horrors of an alarmed conscience,
enough to make the ears of every one that heareth it to tingle. Deut.

xxviil. 66, 67. ‘
7 O that the salvation of Israe] were come out of
Zion! when the Lord bringeth back the cap-

tivity of his people, Jacob shall rejoice, and Israel
shall be glad.

What a blessed relief, views of Jesus and hopes in his salvation afford,
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to bear up the mind under the sad and heart-breaking prospect of uni-
versal corruption. Reader, what but this can relieve your soul under
the consciousness of your own participation; in the universal corruption of a
fallen nature? My soul! what would be thy state, hadst thou not found
redemption in the blood of the Lamb, and if God had not found a ransom
to deliver thee from going down to the pit? See how the faithful of old
tonged for the coming Saviour! And how doth the whole church of
Jesus now long for his second ¢owming, without sin unto salvation.

REFLEZCTIONS..

READER, what blessed improvements, under the Spirit’s teaching, ~
may be drawn from the perusal of this Psalm? Surely the Holy Ghost
intended it for the greatest benefit to the church: and therefore let us
look up for his divine influeuce to be upon us, that we may gather what is
his mind and will in our improvements fromit. And, first, shall not the
picture biere drawn, of universal corruption, be blessed to our view, in the
conviction of the truth, and the consciousness that we are involved equally
by nature in the same melancholy ruin? If all have sinned and come
short of God’s glory, all are implicated in the guilt. And it is a decided
mark of grace, when a sense of our lost state hath induced a sense of
our unworthiness and helplessness 1o our own recovery.” Surely the
very hope of God’s favour is begun in a consciousness of guilt, and
the desire of deliverance from it. If then God, by his Holy Spirit,
hath given this conviction in the heart, and put a cry there, What
saust I do to be saved? then the same earnest longings as holy men of
old put forth for salvation to arise out of Zion, will appear in the
devout breathings of our souls also, that we may be brought into a
saving acquaintance with, and heart-felt enjoyment of the Lord Jesus
Christ. Yes, thou precious Redeemer, thou, and thou only, art the.

-salvation of our paor rnined and undone nature! Thou hast redeemed
us to God by thy blood. Thy holy life, thy spotless death, thy perfect
obedience and sacrifice, as the Surety of poor sinners, have raised up our
nature from the ruins of> the Fall. And therefore, Lord, we now join

- the petition of Old Testament saints, that the salvation by thee may be
nianifested to all thy people, to bring the prisoners out of prison, and
them that sit in darkness out of the prison house. And oh! Lord,
hasten all thy comings here in grace, and bring on the full manifestation
of thyself, in thy kingdom of glory.

i

"PSALM. XV.

CONTENTS.

Every portion of this beauliful Psalm is gospel. It treals first of
Clrist, and then of his people in. kim. Here is the Citizen of Zion de-
scribed in his person, life, and conduct.

‘ A Psalm of David.
LORD, who shall abidein thy tabernacle? whe
shall dwell in thy holy hill? .
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The Psalm opens with an interesting question, humbly proposed to
the Lord himself, Who shall be the happy person dwelling on the Lord’s
holy hill? Reader, remark first, that if we desire to know the Lord,
that instruction must come from the Lord. Jesus is the way, and the
truth, and the life. No man cometh to the Father, but by him. John
xiv. 6. Next, let us attend to what is meant by the holy hill and taber-
nacle. In the tabernacle in the wilderness, and the church of Zion, the
Holy Ghost was shadowing forth the heavenly tabernacle, the Jerusalem
which is above, and both the gospel church in grace below, and the ce-
lestial temple in glory. This is, as the Apostle saith, the true tabernacle
which Ged hath pitched, and not men.  Ieb. viii. 2. And when we
have thus beheld the true tabernacle of God’s pitching, and not man’s,
we must then immediately perceive, that He, and he alone, must be the
person the inquiry hath in view, who can fix his residence in this holy
hill of Zion, svho is himself holy, harmless, undefiled, separate from sin-
ners, and made higher than the heavens: He who hath an everlasting
priesthood, who is a divine Prophet, an almighty King. So that the
question is at once answered, in the very description of the place: and
we already behold him, whom Jeliovah hath set as King upon the hill of
Zion, as the glorious One o inhabit there, even the Lord our righteous-
ness.

2 He that walketh uprightly, and worketh righ-

teousness, and speaketh the truth in his heart.

But as the Holy Ghost delights to set forth the glories of the Re-
deemer’s person, offices, and character, he here enters into a more parti-
cular description of some of his features.” Now, Reader, do not fail to
remark, that this walking uprightly, this working righteousness, and this
speaking the truth from the heart, never did, nor ever will belung fully
to any but Jesus. Even his people that are renewed in spirit, still carry
about with them a body of sin and death, under which they groan, and
under which, as long as they are in the body, they must groan, being .
burdened. T cousider this so important a point to be well understood,
and thoroughly impressed upon the mind, that I beg the Reader not to
pass over the view of it too hastily. It is of Jesus the Psalm wholly
treats. And though by virtue of his people being righteous in him, they
do fully partake in all that belongs to him, aud share in all his blessed-
ness, yet they still feel a heart prone to wander, prone to depart.  They
desire to be conformed to his lovely image in all things, to be holy as
he who hath called them is holy, in-all conversation and godliness, yet
they are constrained frequently to take up the language of the Apostle,
and say as he did, When I would do good, evil is present with me.
Hence their ascending now by grace upon God’s holy hill, in the ordi-
naunces of his church, and partaking of all the privileges of Citizens of
Zion, and hereafter their dwelling with him in glory, are blessings wholly
derived from their acceptance in Jesus, and being members of his body,
in a oneness with him. No inherent holiness in them, no rigﬁteousuess
of theirs, first brought them to God’s holy hill, nor becomes the cause
of preserving them there. Reader, if you know any thing of what
passeth in your own heart, there you will find the fullest couviction of
these precious truths. * If you know any thing of the Lord Jesus, let him
bave all the glory, for it is his most certain due. )
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'3 He that backbiteth not with his tongue, nor
docth evil to his neighbour, nor taketh up a re-
proach against his neighbour. :

4 In whose eyes a vile person is contemned; but
he honoureth them that fear the Lorp. FHe that
sweareth to Ais own hurt, and changeth not.

5 He that putteth not out his money to usury,
and taketh reward against the innocent. He

that doeth these #iings shall never be moved.
Having said so much upon the first account given of the citizen of Zion,
less will be necessary to be observed here, in the other different features
of character added. But the Reader himself, if he loves to trace the
loveliness of the altogether lovely one here drawn, will find througho#t
the Bible, beautiful repetitions of the same, in every part, to shew that it
could be only Him the Holy Ghost had in view. And though all his re-
deemed have fellowship with him, are righteous in his righteousness, aud
are citizens, in him their glorious Head, of Zion; yet from first to last,
while in the body here below, it is by grace alone, and from God’s ac-
cepting them in the Beloved, that they are considered holy, and without
blame before him in love. Reader, pause as you read the several charac-
ters given of our Jesus, in these sweet verses, and see how fully they mark
his person, and at the same time, how all his saints fall short of him. -
"Who but of Jesus can it be said, that he never slandered his neighbour,
mor did evil to him, nor took up a reproach against him? Who but of
Jesus could it ever be said, that a vile person is uniformly contemned
without respect of persons, and he that feared the Lord, was always ho-
noured? Who but of Jesus could it be said, that he never swerved from
bis kind purposes, though it was to his own hurt, and changed not, how-.
ever personally he suffered for it? Of none among the fallen sons of
Adam, though renewed by grace, could such accounts be strictly given.
But of Jesus all these features of character, yea, and a thousand more,
mark his divine person. Yes, thou Hely One of God, thou and thou
only, when thou wert reviled, reviled not again, but wast led asalamb to
the slaughter. Thou didst shew no respect of persons, but didst choose
the poor of this world, rich in faith, and heirs of thy kingdom, when
sending the rich empty away! Thou didst not change thy blessed pur-
poses, when thou hadst once undertaken the redemption of thy people,
though by becoming surety for another, thou didst smart for it, and every
joy of theirs, in thy great undertaking, cost thee pangs and bloed.
Hail! blessed Jesus: thou alone art worthy of ascending, and fixing thy
eternal residence upon thy Zion, which thou hast justly earned. ‘ifou
alone wert worthy to.open the book, and loose the seals thereof ; for thow
wast slain, and kast pedeemed us to God by thy blood. Rev.v. 9.

e R ——
REFLECTIONS.
READER, !mre let us sit down, and contemplate our Jesus, the King
and Citizen of Zion, First, view his spotless persor, in the beauties and
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loveliness of our nature, holy, harmless, and undefiled, and as such justly
entitled to an everlasting residence on the holy hill, in the heavenly ta-
bernacle; and then our right of inheritance also, by virtue of our union
with him. ‘ : %

Here is his just and striking, though short description, when he came
forth for the salvation of his people. He was to earn the crown before
he putit on. He was to manifest the holiness of his nature, before he
ascended the holy hill of his eyerlasting abode. Hence he took upon him
our nature, in the purity of that nature, and in that nature was found with-
out guile before God. Not a singlethought of his heart was foreign, or in
apposition to the law of his Father, Hence he could and did say, I de-
light o do thy will, O my God; yea, thy law is in my heart. And as he
rejoiced to do the will of his Father, by a pérfect conformity to all his
precepts, so did he become a willing sacrifice to the breaches.of the law
which iiis people had committed, by his death; that, both by doing and
by dying, he might recover what man had lost, and open the kingdom of
heaven to all believers, And thus it became him, in bringing many sons
unto glory, to be all this, and infinitely more, that he might be « the
"Lord our righteousness.” Y

Now then, Reader, here it is, by virtue of his holiness and purity,
that our nature hath recovered the original holiness and purity which our
first father lost; and by Jesus alone, a better paradise than Adam forfeited,
«ven an heavenly one in the Zion above, whither his peoopleare entitled to
ascend, and eternally dwell with him. Ubnited to him in spirit, by virtue
of his Spirit's influences, we are quickened and kept alive in grace, and
by and by shall be with him in glory. And although while we carry
about with us a body still open to corruption, and dqif;r ripening by cot-
ruption for the grave, and as such we feel, at tipes, the sad breakings out
.of the remaijning foes to our peacelurking within, yet the hour ishastening
when this corruption shall put on incorruption, and this mortal shall put
on immortality. Hail! thou Almighty Lord! in thy light shall we see
light. Be thou our portion while belJow! Help us to ascend by faith now
the holy hill of thy dwelling, and in thy righteousness to contemplate thy
person and complete work, until thou shalt bring us home to behold thy
glory, and dwell with thee for ever. Amen.

ey =

"PSALM XVI.

CONTENTS.
. This blessed Psaln is so diﬂctllgj applied, under the influence of God
-the Holy Ghost, by the aposties Peler and Paul, to the person and
~work of the Lard Jesus, that we must wholly overlook David the w‘riter
_of it, (except considering him as a prophet,) so as not to lose the great
object intended by it, in supposing that ought of "David is meunt by
, what this Psalm contains. Here Christ, and his fuith in covenant
engagements, are beautifully set forth.
Michtam of David.

PRESERVE me, O God : for in thee do I put

my trust.
VoL, IV. Ee
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This is the first time we have met with the word Michtam by way
“of title since we opened the book of Psalms. Various have been the
translations of this word ; but all agree, that it is meant to imply some-
what very important. Somehave rendered it, precious ; others, golden ;
and others, precious jewel. And as the Holy Ghost, by the apostles
Peter and Paul, hath shewn, that it is all about the Lord Jesus Christ,
what is here said of him is precious, is golden, is a jewel indeed. Lord!
1 would say for myself and Reader, as we enter upon its perusal,
¢ Make it by the sweet savour of his name, precious indeed as ointment
poured forth” The very first opening of it, in those words of Jesus,
which David here marked down by the spirit of prophecy, plainly proves
to whom it belongs, by the parallel passage in Jesus’s life. See John
xil. 27. ,

2 O my soul, thou hast said unto the Lorp,

"Thou art my Lord : my goodness extendeth not to
thee; ’

3 But to the saints that are in the earth, and fo
the excellent, in whom 2 all my delight.

Thisis a most precious portion, in which we find Christ claiming the
privilege of covenant relation, and, at the same time, disclaiming all pre-
tensions to merit, from any supposed good Jehovah could derive
from the Mediator’s righteousness, It is most evident, that Jehovah

_is not benefited by man’s redemption, though it is to the praise of the
glory of his grace. But it is the seed of Christ, the excellent of the earth, in
whom Christ, as the wisdom-man set up from everlasting, always delighted,

“Prov. viii. 31.  For their sakes Christ sanctified himself. John. xvii. 19,
But; secondarily, and subordinately, this precious portion, as referring to
the dged of Christ, and their safety and happiness in him, becomes very
delightful also. * For then it is as if a child of God in Christ should say,
O my ¥oul, thou hast said unto Jehovah, thou art my Adonai, my helper,
my stréngth, my salvation: thus taking confidence in Jesus, and de-
light in his people.

4 Their sorrows shall be multiplied zhat lasten
after another god : their drink offerings of blood
will T not offer, nor take up their names into my
lips. : ;

1t is easy to perceive to what those expressions have reference. No

sacrifices could atone for sin, neither satisfy the guilty conscience. If
the sacrifices under the law were offered by Israel, with an eye of faith
to Jesus, then they were sweetly satisfying and conselatory. But, void
of this, it was not possible that the blood of bulls, and of goats, should
take away sin. Heb. x. 4. It is remarkable, and very conclusive on

this subject, that Christ never, in all his ministry, spake of the law sa-
crifices but with an eye to the sacrifice of himself. Matt. xx. 28.

5 The Lorbp # the portion of mine inheritance
and of my cup: thou maintainest my lot.
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6 The lines are fallen unto me in pleasant places ;
yea, I have a goodly heritage.

7 I will bless the Lorp, who hath given me
counsel ; my reins also instruct me in the night

s€asons.

These are very blessed things spoken of, bothas they relate to Christ,
and to his people in him. Jesus in his human nature, uniformly made
Jeliovah his portion, and looked unto him to maintain his cause, and
carry him safely through his vast undertaking. He not only considered
it his'meat and his drink to do his Father’s will, but his redeemed he con-

. sidered a goodly heritage. And what is it to his people but the same?
They who have chosen God for their portion, find that portion to be a
goodly one, and are fully satisfied with Jesus, for they need no other.

8 I have set the Lorp always before me: be-
cause he 25 at my right hand, I shall not be moved.
~ 9 Therefore my heart is glad, and my glory re-
Joiceth : my flesh also shall rest in hope.

10 For thou wilt not leave my soul in hell;
neither wilt thou suffer thine IHoly One to see cor-

ruption.

How peculiarly this belongs to the Lord Jesus Christ, hath been
already observed ; and if the Reader desires (as he ought to-do) to enter
into the clearest apprehension of this most precious prophecy, I refer
him to Acts ii. 25—30. and xiii. 35—39. And if we add to these what
- the Apostle, under the Holy Ghost, declared to be the whele scope and
tendency of the prophets’ ministry, when the Spirit of Christ, which, was in
them, did signify of the suflerings of Cluist,and the glory whichshould fol-
low, we shall have yet a clearerlight thrown upon this important scripture,
1 Pet.i. 11. When we have paid all due attention to this glorious scrip-
ture, as referring to the great Head of his Church, we may then, with
lively faith, eonsider also the interest his body, the church, have in the
same. If the grave could not hold Jesus, neither can it for ever make
any of his members prisoners. The resurrection of Jesus Christ is a
sure pledge and earnest of his people’s. He arose in a public capacity,
and thereby became the first fruits of them that slept, Precious Lord!
thou art gone before; and, as thou saidst, only to prepare a place for
thy people to follow thee. Hence their flesh shall rest in hope, And
they can and do say, in the consciousness of being part of Jesus, that
though, after their skin, worms destroy this body, yet in the flesh they
shall see God. Oh! thou that art the resurrection and the life, be thou
the joy, the hope, the portion, and the sure resurrection of thy people in
grace here, and glory hereafter. Job xix. 25—27.

11 Thou wilt shew me the path of life: in thy
presence s fulness of joy ; at thy right hand there
are pleasures for evermore.
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REFLECTIONS.

GRANT, most blessed Jesus, that as oft as I read this blessed Psalma
1 may read it as the Michtam of David, because it treats wholly of thee.
I would forget David, and all the excellent of the earth, to contemplate
thee, and thy matchless love, as here beautifully set forth. And, dearest
Lord, as thou wert looking to Jehovah, so would I look to thee. Surely
thou art my Adonai, my Lord, my Holv One, my righteousness! O for
grace to set thee always before me. 1 know thee indeed to be on my
right hand, I shall not be moved. And oh, for grace to rejoi¢e in the
blessed hope. My flesh shall rest in hope, for thou hast redeémed me,
O Lord, thou God of truth !  As thy holy body saw no corruption, so
thy members, though seeing corraption, iust partake in thy triumphs
over death and the grave. Living or dying, all thy redeemed are thine;
so that they die, whenever their hiour comes, in union with thee. And
sweetly their bodies slumber, waiting thy call in the morn of the general
resurrection. Thou wilt then call, and thy redeemed will answer, for
thou wilt have respect to the work of thine hands. For, if we believe
that Jesus died and rose again, even so all them that sleep in Jesus will
God bring with kim. Hail, Almighty Lord! thou art indéed the resurs
rection and the life. Thou art gone before ; thou wilt come again to
take all thy redeemed to thyself, that where thou art, there they may be
also. Thou wilt shew us the path of lite : in thy presence is fulness of
Joy, and at thy right hand there is pleasure for evermore.

PSALM XVII.

CONTENTS.

The Psalmist is here again at the mercy-seat, pleading his cause
ugainst the ungodly. In a tried God, who had before manifesied his

Jaithfiulness, he now wrgﬁdes, and closeth with the assurance of @
-happy issue.

) A Prayer of David.
I [EAR the right, O Lorp, attend unto my

cry, give ear unto my prayer, that goeth not
out of fe:gned lips.

2 Let my sentence come forth from thy pre=
sence; let thine eyes behold the things that are
equal.

3 Thou hast proved mine heart; thou hast
visited me in the night; thou hast tried me, and

shalt find nothing ;1 am purposed that my mouth
shall not tnansoress

As none but Jesus could ever make appeal in the justice of his cause,
s0 it is blessed tc discover him in this sweet prayer. Reader, you and I
may, in his righteousness, look up to that God, who is and can be just,
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aud the Justifier of every poor sinner that believeth in Jesus. To the
throne we may, and indeed we are commanded to come, that the sen-
tence of our justification in Jesus may come forth. God hath found no
iniquity in our glorious Surety; and, therefore, the sweetest, and
strongest, and best of all prayers are those which the poor believer in
Jesus puts up, when he tells God, that the life of Jesus was perfect, and
his na{)ure wholiy free from taint or shadow of sin. Precious Lamb of
God! what unanswerable arguments may the souls of thy redeemed find
in this holiness of thine as our Surety! And what can a sinner tell
Jehovah, so pleasing to him, as when he follows up the gracious voice
.and proclamation from heaven, in which the Father said, T'his is my
belaved Son, in whom I am well pleased ; and saith, Lord! I am weil
pleased too in Jesus and his justifying righteousness, and am now come
for acceptance in the beloved!

4 Concerning the works of men, by the word
of thy lips I have kept me from the paths of the
destroyer.

5 Hold up my goings in thy paths, that my
footsteps slip not.

6 I have called upon thee, for thou wilt hear
me, O God: incline thine ear unto me, ‘and hear
my specch.

This is blessed, as it concerns our glorious Surety; for God engaged
to carry him through his whole work; see Psalm ixxxix 21—24. And
it is blessed also, as il concerns his redeemed in him. The Redeemer
cominitted them to the Father in the moment of his departure. And

God our Father hath engaged to keep them also for Jesus’s sake: see
John xvii. 11, 1 Pet. i. 5.

7 Shew \thy marvellous loving-kinduness, O
thou that savest by thy right hand them which
put their trust i thee from those that rise up

against them.

Over and above all coverant promises we are commanded to seek
divine favor. And the apostie teiis the Fphesians, by way of encourage-
ment so to do, that God is «ble to do exceeding abundantly above all
that we can ask or think. Ephes. iii. 20. 'These mercies may well be
called marvellous!

8 Keep me as the apple of the eye, hide me

under the shadow of thy wings,

By comparing this verse with what the prophet Isaiah predicted of
Jesus, a beautiful light is thrown apon both scriptures, and we are led
to see to whom both refer. In the one Jesus is spoken of, under the
spirit of prophecy, as praying to be kept and bid: and in the other, as
of the thing done, when he saith, the Lord fath called me from the

womi; and in the shadow of his hand kath he hid me, Isaiah xlix,
1, 2.
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9 From the wicked that oppress me, from my
deadly encmies, who compass me about.

10 They are inclosed in their own fat: with
their mouth they speak proudly.

11 They bave now compassed us in our steps:
they have set their eyes bowing down to the
earth;

12 Like as a lion that is greedy of his prey,
and as it were a young lion lurking in seeret
places.

It is impossible to read these verses but with an eye to Christ. For
though his people, as his people, do partake in the afHlictions which the
enemies of their salvation excite, yet eminently so in the life of Christ.

The whole gospel is full of it: so that I stay not to mention par-
ticulais.

13 Arise, O Lorp, disappoint him, cast him
down: deliver my scul from the wicked, which is
thy sword: /

This is a beautiful verse, and the doctrine of it is as important as the
verse is beautiful. Jesus eyes the hand of the Father in his afflictions.
Satan will advance; the enemies of salvation will arise: but the Lord
Jehovah is in the permission and appointment: and at the cross also,
though Jesus was taken and by wicked hands, crucified and slain; yet,
that we may not overlook the first and grand predisposing cause, the
Holy Ghost puts it into the mouth of Peter to say, that all this was by
the determinate counsel and foreknowledge of God. Acts iiv 23. Rea-
der, it is most profitable, it is blessed, to be always looking beyond
second causes in all our trials and distresses, and to discern the Lord’s
hand, in infinite love and wisdom, appointing all. For this brings the
soul into_a state of resignation and tranquillity at least, if not of holy
Joy. [ was dumb: I opened not my mouth, because thow didst it.
Psalm xxxix. 9.

14 From men which are thy band, O Lorbp,
from men of the world, which have their portion in
this life, and whose belly thou fillest with thy hid
treasure: they arve full of children, and leave the
rest of their substance to their babes. )

15 Asfor me, I will behold thy face inrighteous-
ness: I shall be satisfied, when I awake, with thy

hikeness.

What a beautiful contrast is drawn here between men of the worlfl
and the followers of the Lord! The former have their por‘ﬁon in this
life. Yt is all they wish; all they covet; all they can enjoy. From
such, the latter saith, the good Lord keep me. But let Jesus and bis
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covenant blessings be mine; and thus, enjoying by faith the sweetness
of his love here, by and by I shall arise up to the full and everlasting
enjoyment of him and his salvation to all eternity.

4—————*———.
REFLECTIONS.

BLESSED Jesus! help me to be looking unto thee, and, under the
trials my soul is exercised with, teach me, Lord, so to pray, and so to
commit my cause unto thee, that in thy righteousness I may find con-
fidence, and wait thy precious decision among all thy redeemed.

And do thou keep me, Lord, as the apple of thine eye; keep me from
the world; keep me from the men of the world; keep me from the
snares of the world, that neither its smiles nor its frowns may seduce my
soul to sin. Keep me, Lord, in thyself, and by thyself, that I may rise
above every difficulty, and be made more than conqueror, through thy
grace helping e, ‘

Be thou my portion, blessed Jesus, for he hath no need to glean in
the fields of worldly men, who hath Jesus for his treasure. None but
thou, and wholly thou, canst be a portion to live upon through time and
to all eternity. Hence, dearest Lord, I would pray, that thou shouldst
be my all in all.  For thou art the bottom and only solid foundation of
all that can be truly called blessed. And as thou art the foundation, so
thou art the superstructure, to complete our blessedness. Thou com-
prehendest all, sweetenest all, and suppliest all. Lord Jesus! be thou my
daily portion now, and when I shall have done with time, and awake
up after thy likeness in eternity, I shall be satisfied for ever with thee.

PSALM XVIII.

CONTENTS.

We met with this Psalm in David’s history, 2 Sam. xxii, and kad it
referred to David only, I see no reason why it should make a partin
this book. Indeed, doth it not seem, by being placed here, to intimate
that we are to look beyond David for the highest and best sense of it?
The Psalm itself treats of deliverance from enemies, and is an hymn of
praise to this effect from beginning to end; and if read with an eye to
Christ, is beautiful indeed. ‘

To the Chief Musician, A Psalm of David, the servant of the Lord,
who spake unto the Lord the words of this song, in the day that the
Lord delivered him from the hand of all his enemies, and from the hand
of Saul. And he said, ‘

I WILL love thee, O Lorp, my strength.

I beseech the Reader to be upon he look out for the Lord Jesus:
through every part and portion of this Psalm, in which the death of
Christ, his resurrection, and his kingdom, are by the spirit of prophecy,
beautifully set forth.- Indeed, is not the very title suited particularly to
Jesus more than to David. For though David might sing of his own
personal deliverance from the hand of Saul, and the greater part of his



212 PSALM XVIII

enemies, yet none but Jesus could sing of all, for the last enemy that is
to be destroyed is death; and none but Jesus conquered death. 1 be-
seech the Reader, therefore, to behold Jesus in it, and while, as the ser=
vant of Jeliovah, he hears the Lord triumphing in his victories over death,
hell, and the grave, let him,as I do, beg of God that we may both read
it with faith, and feel our own personal interest in all the triumphs of our
God and Saviour. '

2 The Lorp #s my rock, and my fortress, and
my deliverer; my God, my strength, in whom I
will trust; my buckler, and the horn of my salva-

tion, and my high tower.

How very sweet and gracious the Psalm opens! Jesus in his manhood
had an eye to the Father, and his covenant promises, for help and
strength, through all his great undertaking. And having found God
faithful, he here recounts it, under all the variety of similitudes, by
which the grace, and love, and strength of Jehovah conld be set forth.
He is a rock indeed, his work is perfect. Deut. xxxii. 4. I beg the
Reader to remark with me, as a confirmation that David spake the
words of this song under the spirit of prophecy, and with reference to
the person of Christ, that the apostle Paul quotes from this verse a say-
ing of Christ, as the margin of our old Bibles sheweth: Heb.ii. 13.
which, as well as the verse of Paul’s quoting before, Hebrews ii. 12:
taken from the 22d Psalm, 22d verse, evidently refers to the Lord
Jesus. Reader, never thisk it a trouble, but rather a mercy, to be able
to turn from one scripture to another, for this is the way which God the
Holy Ghost hath blessed, and will bless, in opening his sacred truths, if
we delight ¢o compare spiritual things with spiritugl. 1 Cor. ii. 12, 13.
Psm. xxv. 14.

3 I will call upon the Lorp, who is worthy
to be praised : so shall I be saved from mine ene-
mies.

1t is said of Jesus, that, in the days of his flesh, he offered up prayers

and supplications with strong crying and tears, and was heard, in that he
feared. Heb. v.7.

4 The sorrows of death compassed me, and
the floods of ungodly men made me afraid.

5 The sorrows of hell compassed me about: the
snares of death prevented me.

6 In my distress I called upon the Lorp, and
cried unto my God: he heard my voice out of his
temple, and my cry came before him, even into his
ears.

How beautifully Peter comments upon these sufferings of Jesus,
Acts ii. 24. But, while we behold the holy nature of Christ, as incapa-

.ble of corruption, and therefore incapable of being holden by the cords
of death and the grave; let us recollect also, that the sorrows here
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spoken of as compassing Jesus,, were that flood of our sins and trans.
gressions, which'so overwhelmed the man Christ Jesus, as to force him
to sweat drops of blood in his agony, and. filled his soul with amaze-
ment and anguish inexpressible. Reader, while we look at Jesus in
those seasons as our Suarety, oh, think what it cost his love to redeem our
souls! Here, surely, the words of the church were solemnly applicable =
many waters cannot quench love, neither can the floods drown it. Song
viii, 7.

7 Then the earth shook and trembled; the
foundations also of the hills moved and were
shaken, because he was wroth. ,

8 There went up a smoke out of his nostrils,
and fire out of his mouth devoured: coals were
kindled by it. r

The sacred writer seems to have had in view the Lord’s descent on
Mount Sinai, at the giving of the law. But surely we can discover that
what he here delivered was under the spirit of prophecy, in reference to
the triumphs of Jesus at his resurrection, Then the earthquake, and the
other prodigies of that hour, testified the Lord’s displeasure at sin, and
his perfect approbation of the redemption by Jesus, in raising him from
the dead. Matt. xxviii. 2.

9 He bowed the heavens also, and came down:
and darkness was under his feet.

- 10 And he rode upon a cherub, and did fly:
yea, he did fly upon the wings of the wind.

11 He made darkness his secret place: his pa~
vilion round about him were dark waters and thick
clouds of the skies. 1

12 At the brightness that was before him his
thick clouds passed, hail-stones and coals of fire.

13 The Lorbp also thundered in the heavens,

-and the Highest gave his voice; hail-stones and coals
of fire. :

14 Yea, he sent out his arrows, and scattered
them; and he shot out lightnings, and discomfited
them.

15 Then the channels of waters were seen, and
the foundations of the world were discovered at

,thy rebuke, O Lorbp, at the blast of the breath of
thy nostrils.
Vor. 1V, . Pr ‘
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- Is here not (for I do not presume to decide) an allusion to the descent

of the Holy Ghost, after the return of Jesus to glory? And may we not

without violence to the several expressions here set forth, trace the foot- -
steps of that gracious descent, when, by sending forth his preachers, the
arrows of conviction in the sinner’s heart are mamfested and the illuminat-

ing influence of the Holy Spirit, converting, conﬁrmmg, and establishing
his.people in the truth as it is in Jesus, may not unaptly be compared to the
hnrhteumgs shot forth? Surely, in all instances of the display of grace' upon
the sinver’s heart, in turning them from darkness to light, something simi-

lar to the great work the Lord wrought at the Red Sea, is manifested in
spirituals, as there in things of nature. The channels of the’ deeps of sinare
seen, and the new and living way, which the Lord opens inthe blood and

righteousness of Christ for ‘his ransomed to pass over, are no less.marvel-

lous, than when the Lord led Israel through the deep, as through a wil-
derness. Exod. xiv. 22. Heb. x. 19, 20, &c.

- 16 He sent from above, he took me, he drew me
out of many waters.

17 He delivered me from my strong enemy,
and from them which hated me: for they were

too strong for me.

How strong are these expressions to point to one particular foe! Not
only was Jesus, in the days of his flesh, delivered from the malice of men,
bat from the malice of Satan. The human nature of Christ, unassisted
by his Godhead, would have found Satan too strong, as is here said.
How blessed then to see, in the union of the Godhead with the man-
hood, the stronger than he coming upon him and overcoming him!
Luke xi. 22.

18 They prevented me in the day of my cala-
mity : but the Lorp was my stay.

19 He brought me forth also into a large
place, he dehveled me, because he delwhted
in me.

Oh! how very precious are these expressions, read with an eye to
Christ. The predictions of the Prophets of the Old Testament Scrip-
ture, from the Spirit of Christ'which was in them, were all directed to
those two grand branches inthe life of Jesus, of his sufferings which were
first to take place, and then of the glory which should follow. Hence
we find, for the most part, these distinct views, as in these verses so in
many other places, beautifully blended together. 1 Pet.’i. 11.

20 The Lorp rewarded me according to my
righteousness ; according to the tleanness of my
hands hath he recompensed me.

21 For I have kept the ways of the Lorp,
and have not wickedly departed from my God.
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22 For all his ju