THE
BOOK OF NEHEMIAIL
| ‘

GENERAL OBSERVATIONS.

HE book of Nehemiah takes up the history of the church very
ncarly from the close of that of Xizra; at least, not more than

ten or twelve years after. "The design of the Holy Ghost in giving
this memoir of the Churcl’s history, among other divine causes,

* was, no doubt, to carry on the progress of the church’s account in
“a regular order. It comprizeth a period of not more than twelve
years. And as far as the counection of history can be preserved,
it should seem that this record of Nehemiah opens about ninety
years after the return'of the people from Babylon ; and closes about

433 years before the coming of the Lord Jesus Christ.

It is well worthy the Reader’s attention, that small and mcon-
siderable as those records of the church appear at this period, and
especially if compared with other mations; yet not a word doth
the scripture contain of the mightiest monarchies then existing, ex-
cepting in such things as are necessary to relate, from their occa-
sional transactions with the church. The kingdom of Persia,
which succeeded in the sway of the then known world that of Ba-
bylon, had now flourished for a century; and Greece began to make
a conspicuous figure in the earth. Reme also was in her infancy
about this time, under which Judea at length became tributary as
a province. Yet not a word of either, unless (as 1 said before) in

" a collateral way, from having to do with’ God’s people. Itis the
seed of Abraham, the church of Jesus, the Holy Ghost records the
the memoirs of, whether Jerusalem be in adversity or prosperity;’
as if (and which is indeed the case) all the rest were regarded no
more, or less, but as they ministered to God’s people. What a
thought to exalt our ideas of the nature and tendency of distin-
guishing grace! well might the man of God exclaim, Ilappy art
thou, O Israel ; who is like unto thee, O peoplesaved by the Lord !

The principal subjects in the book of Nehemiah are—the zeal and
cdncern of Nchemiah, under a commission he received from the
King his master, to repair to Jerusalem for the rebuilding the wall
of 1t; redressing the grievances of the people ; registering the peo-
ple; setting up a reform, and following up the planof Ezra in the
dissolution of unlawful marriages. ' ol

‘We cannot help admiring, as we prosecute the history, the very
affectionate attachment of Nehemiah to his people; and yet more
how much the Lord had imparted to him of his Holy Spirit.
Surely the Lord had heard and answered the fervent prayer the
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man of God had put up, even before he called, agreeably to his
own most gracious promise, and remembered him for good.

I must still beg the Reader before he enters upon the perusal
of this precious fragment of the church’s history, to keep in me-
anory the request I have all along been making him, namely, to
search for Jesus through the whole. I should be tempted to ques-
tion the authenticity of the book of Nehemiah, if nothing could
be found in it either in direct reference, or in secret allusion, to his
sacred and most endearing person, to whom all scripture ministers.
Reader! depend upoun it, Jesus is here. And if here, he will be
found of thena that seek him.  Oh'! then for increasing grace, both
to Writer and Reader, to search and find him whom God the Fa-
ther delighteth to honour, and God the Holy Glost is engaged to
glorify. Oh! Lord Jehovah! give us to see him, to know him,
to love him, to live to him, to rejoice in him, to hang upen him,
aud to cleave to him, that he may be our portion in life, in death,
aud to all eternity. Amen. ‘

CHAP. L

CONTENTS.
The book of Nehemial opens with an account of Nehemial's gricf at
the relation he received of the calamilies of the people at Jerusalem.
Here is the account also of his fasting and prayer upon the oceasion.

'HE words of Nehemiah the son of Hachaliah,

And it came to pass inthe month Chisleq, in

the twentieth year, as I was in Shushau the palace,

2 'That ITanani, one of my brethren, came, he

and certain men of Judah; and I asked them con~

cerning the Jews that had escaped, which were left
of the captivity, and concerning Jerusalem,

There is somewhat which in the opening of the history tends to en-
dear Nehemiah to our affection, in that we find his fulness and enjoy-
ments at court did notshut out, or anake him forget, his affection to the
people of God.  Nehemizh was a true Israelite, though serving au hea-
then prince. 'The Lord, in his providence, frequently cauyseth his dear
peopleto be servants to those that know kim not. But it is charming
to see their love to him and hjis:

3 And they said unto me, The remnant that are.
left of the. captivity there in the province are in
great affliction and reproach ¢ the wall of Jerusa-
lem also zs broken down, and the gates thereof are
burned with fire. S

4 And it cameto pass, when I heard these words,

- Sa P LI e wn
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that I satdown and wept, and mourned certain days,
and fasted, and prayed before the God of heaven,

This was amclancholy account of God’s heritage. One should have
thought that when the captivity was over, and the Lord had brought
home his chosen, prosperity would have followed. Reader! mark it
down. Jesus’s people are to have tribulation in the world. And hereby
indeed they will better know how to value his peace; Inme ye shall
fuave peace.  Yes, blessed Lord ! it is in thee; not from thee only, but
in thee also. John xvi. 33.

5 9 And said, I beseech thee, O Lorp God of
heaven, the great and terrible God, that keepeth
covenant and mercy for them that love him and
observe his commandments:

6 Let thine ear now be attentive, and thine eyes
open, that thou mayest hear the prayer of thy ser-
vant, which I pray before thee now, day and night,
for the children of Israel thy servants, and confess
the sins of the children of Tsrael, which we have
sinned against thee: both I and my father’s house
have sinned.

.7 We have dealt very corruptly against thee,
and have not kept the commandments, nor the
statutes, nor the judgments, which thou com-
mandest thy servant Moses.

8 Remember, I beseech thee, the word that thou
commandedst thy servant Moses; saying, If ye
transgress, I will scatter you abroad among the
nations:

9 But ¢f'ye turn unto me, and keep my com-
mandments, and do them; though there were of
you cast out unto the uttermost part of the hea-
ven, yet will I gather them from thence, and will
bring them unto the place that I have chosen to
set my name there.

10 Now these are thy servants and thy people,
- whom thou hast redeemed by thy great power, and
by thy strong hand.

11 O LORD I beseech thee, let now thine ear
be attentive to the prayer.of thy servant, and to
the prayer of thy servants, who desire to fear thy
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name: and prosper, I pray thee, thy servant this

day, and grant him mercy in thesight of this man.

F¥or I was the king’s cup-bearer.

Reader! look out for Jesus, and see whether in the several parts of
this most fervent prayer, the plainest allusions be not made to himn, and
the plainest intimations of seeking mercy in him, and through him,
Mark how Nehemiah opens his devotion with an eye to the Lord in his
covenant character. And what was this but the covenant of redemp-
tion in Jesus? The first branch of God’s covenant with Abraham,
with whom the promise was made, was, that in his seed all the familics
of the earth should be blessed. Aund that none might mistake, the Holy
Ghost explains this with a direct reference to Christ: Gal. iii. 16.
Observe, moreover, that blessed gospel feature of confessing iniquity,
and accepting the punishment of it ; and all this not with an eye to the
merit of repentance, but to God’s promises of acceptauce. Levit. xxvi.
41,42. Add another precious consideration in this view of Nehemiah’s
prayer, and remark that he puts God in mind of his covenant engage-
ments. If when Israelfor sin was scattered, still having an eye in their
sorrow to Jesus by faith in a covenant God, they were to expect deli-
verance, Solomon was commissioned to hold forth a yet stronger re-
presentation of Jesus in his temple, to which Israel when scattered in
distant countries, was to look by faith when brought acquainted with
theplague of their own hearts. And this more fully held forth a covenant
God in Christ. 1 Kings viii. 29, 30. I think these are sweet things
in the prayer of Nehemiah in allusion to the Lord Jesus. The parti-
cular petition of the Lord’s giving Nehemiah favor with the king his
master, that he might be the Lord’s instrument for good, is a noble
example of the loveliness of Nehemial’s faith. Surely the Holy Ghost
consulted the comfort and encouragement of the church when he caused
this prayer to be recorded! .

———— R —
REFLECTIONS.

How truly lovely doth Nehemiah appear in the account here given
of him.  Not all the splendor of a court, nor the favor of a king, could
make him forget the interests of his own country, or prevent tears from
running down when he considered the affliction of Zion. Think of
this, my soul, in the best moments of any outward providences, and
take part in the concerns of the church of Jesus. Doth the church of
Jesus lay waste?  Are the dear members of his mystical body in afflic-
tion?! Do they hunger while thou art full? Are they oppressed, and
thou takest no part in their oppression? Oh! how canst thou be
counted part of Jesus. Oh! gracious God and Savioyr, grant to me
such a sympathizing spirit in all that concerns thy cause and interest
in the earth, that I may never, never lose sight of the wonderful price
thy church cost thee, when for redemption thou didst shed thy preci-
ous blood. Animate, my soul, I beseech thee, thou Holy Spirit of
grace, with the same fire from thine holy altar, as thou didst thy ser-
vant the prophet, that like him I may besiege the mercy-seat with
clamorous and unceasing petitions, resolving, for Zion’s suke, never to



634 NEHEMIAM. [cH. 1I.

- =

fold my peace, and for Jerusalem s sake never to rest, until the righte-
ousness thereof go forth as brightness, and the: salvatwn ther eqf as a
tomp that burneth.

Behold my soul also, in this sweet chapter, the mighty privilege of
a throne of grace. Behold in this instance of Nehemiah, that no place,
no clime, no country, no situation, is in itself able to keep the awakened
soul from God. That throne which John saw surrounded with a rain-
bow is accessible on every side. Jesus, the Lamb, isin the midst of it.
Ile still hears prayers; still feeds the church which he hath pur-
chased with his blood ; still acts as a priest upon his throne; wears
thy nature and the puesthood still ; and is infinitely more ready to
take in petitions and bestow blcssmgs than his people are to ask or re-
ceive. Oh! Lord Jesus! I would say, Jiear me then for myself, for
my country, for thy church, for thy people! do good in thy, J good plea-
sure unto Zion ; build up her walis and love her still.

CHAP. II

CONTENTS. . >
Nekemial appearing with a sad countenance before tke Ling his mas-
ter, cccasions the monarch to ask the cause. Upon being mfm med, ¢n.l
Nel u’mzah waking request to go to Jerusalem, the Imz g gracious’y
grants it, and ﬁu nisheth him with all suitable things for his Jaurue Y.

ND it came to pass in the month Nisan, in

the twentieth year of Artaxerxes the kmo

that wine was before him : and I took up the wine,
and gave i¢ unto the king. Now I had not been

[zgfaretzme sad in his presence.

It is a remark of no small importance to the trnrlous Reader in that
the Holy Ghost hath caused the names of the two months to be marked
in this history.” The formesr chapter tells.us that the month in which
Nehcmiah offered up his earnest supplications on account of the deso-
lations and miseries of Jerusalem, was Chislew. And we are carefully
informed in this that the month Nisen was arrived before the Lord’s
merciful auswer came to Nehemial's petition. If I mistake net Chisleu
corresponds to our November, and Nisan to our March; no less than
four months between. Thaus, Reader, our gracious God, though hear-
ing, and sometimes answering prayer, before his people ask according
to lus promise, yet is. pluased even when he hath deter mmed to fulﬁl
their desires, not unfrequently by way o { giving occasion to exercise
faith upon his covenant faithfulness and lmc in his dear Som, to make
the blcssmc- by delay yet more sweet and precious.

2 Wherefore the king said unto me, Whv s thy
countenance sad, seeing “thou ar not sick ¥ this .zs
nothing efse but sorrow of heart. Then I was very
801C aﬁald e R



CcH. 11.] NEHEMIAH. . 635

3 And said unto the king, Let the king live for
ever: why shodld not my countenance be sad,
when the city, the place of my father’s sepulchres,
lieth waste, and the gates thereof are consumed
with fire? .

4 Then the king said unto me, For what does
thou make 1equest> So I prayed to the God of
heaven.

5 And Isaid unto the king, Ifit please the king,
and if thy servant have found favour in thy swht
that thou wouldest send me unto Judah, unto “the
city of my father’s sepulchres, that I may build
it.

6 And the king said unto me, (the queen also
sitting by him,) For how long shall thy journey
be * and when wilt thou return? So it pleased the
king to send me; and I set him a time.

7 Moreover I said unto the king, 1f it please
the king, let letters be given me to the governors
beyond the river, that they may convey me over
till I come into Judah :

8 And a letter unto Asaph the keeper of the
king’s forest, that he may give me timber to make
beams for the gates of the palace which appertained
to the house, and for the wall of the city, and for
the house that I shall enter into. And the king
granted me, according to the good hard of my
God upon me.

9 Then I came to the governors beyond the
river, and gave them the kmor s letters. Now the
king had sent captains of the ar my and horsemen

with me.

There is somewhat very interesting in this account ; the fear of Ne-
hemiah lest the king should take offence. And as these monarchs of
the east were absolute, and the lives of their subjﬁcts,were at their dis-

" posal, there seemed cause for fear. But this fear gave rise to a short
but fervent prayer, silently, but powerfully sent up, for grace in the
king’s sight. Oh! Reader! what blessed privileges are ours. To
have a throne of grace to fly to; a propitiation always set forth; and
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an advocate always to plead: how can we fail.of success in all our
supplications, when we ask in the name of Jesus accarding to the mind
and will of God? If Arfaxeraes so readily answered Nehemial’s pe-
tition, let us never doubt but ours will always be answered, since we
have one at the court of heaven whom the Father heareth alway.

10 When Sanballat the Horonite, and Tobiah
the servant, the Ammonite, heard of'#, it grieved
them exceedingly that there was come a man to

seek the welfare of the children of Israel.

Israel, in all ages, met with Ammonites and Moabites to vex and op-
pose them. And whatis it otherwise now ? - Jesus gives a sweet testi-
mony concerning this when he saith, If the world hate you, ye know
that it hated me before it hated you. 1If ye were of the world, the world
would love ils own; but because ye are not of the world, but I have
chosen you out of the world, therefore the world hateth you. John
xv. 18, 19.

11 So I came to Jerusalem, and was there three
days. )
12 € And I arosein the night, I and some few
men with me; neither told I'any man what my
God had put in my heart to do at Jerusalem:
neither was there any beast with me, save the beast
that I rode upon. \

13 And I went out by night by the gate of the
valley, even before the dragon well, and to the
dung port, and viewed the walls of Jerusalem,
which were broken down, and the gates thereof
were consumed with fire.

14 Then I went on to the gate of the fountain,
and to the king’s pool : but there was no place for
the beast that was under me to pass.

15 Then went I up in the night by the brook,
and viewed the wall, and turned back, and en-
tered by the gate of the valley, and so returned.

16 And the rulers knew not whither I went, or
what I did: neither had I as yet told ¢ to the
Jews, nor to the priests, nor to the nobles, nor to
the rulers, nor to the rest that did the work.

17 9 Then said I unto them, Ye see the dis-
tress that we are in, how Jerusalem Zeth waste, and
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the oates thereof are burned with ﬁre come, and
let us build up the wall of Jerusalem, that we be
no more a reproach.

18 Then I told them of the hand of my God
which was good upon me; as also the king’s words
that he had spoken uinto me. And they said,
Let us rise up and build.  So they strendthened

their hands for #his good work.

Probably the three days before Nehemiah entered upon the great
object of hLis journey, were spent in prayer. His night visit to the
walls of Jerusalem serves to convince us, that the cause he had before
him would wect with much opposition.  His convening the people, and
inferming them what was in his miad, seems to intimate his great wis-
dom and good conduct. Butlet the Reader look through the histori-
cal part, to discover the great ohject intended from the whole as it con-
cerned the church of God. The Lord had prophesied that Jerusalem
should again be built ; that old men should dwell in the streels; and
boys and girls yet play there. Zech. viii. 4, 5. And more than this,
the temple should be built, and the glory of it should cxceed the former
spleudid temple of Solomon. And so it did when the Son of Ged came
intoit. Compare Haggaiii. 7, with Lukeii. 26—32. Hence, there-
fore, the good hand of the Lord was upon Nehemish, and the Spirit of
the Lord was dn'ectlng him to the work with an eye to Jesus. Oh!
how blessed itis to observe all things, and all provxdences, in the Old
Testament scripture, ushering in the mercies of the New; and all di-
rected to this one, and this only purpose, to introduce Jesus the Son of
GGod, that we might believe in him, and that in believing we might.have

life tlzrough his name. John xx. 31.

19 But when Sanballat the Horonite, and To—
biah the servant, the Ammonite, and Geshem the
Arabian, heard 2, they laughed us to scorn, and
despised us, and saxd What és this thingthatye do?
will ye rebel against the king?

20 Then,answered I them, and said unto them,
The God of heaven, he will prosper us; therefore
we his servants will arise amg) build : but ye have
no portion, nor rwht nor memorial, in’ Jerusa-

lem.

‘There is somewhat very striking in Nehemiah’s answer to the ene-
mies of God and of his Christ. Ye have no portion, nor right, nor
memorial, in Jerusalem. And another authority confirms the same
truth ; the want of a-memorial in the book of life, subjects all of this
description to the awful doomn mentioned by John: Rev. xx.15. Men
may ([I;splse and laugh God’s people to scorn ; but the day of decision

Vor. III. 4N
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must come: and an awful decision it will be. Reader! have you the
smallest, even but the smallest evidence, that you love God’s cause
and God’s people, though you fear you have no portion, no interest, ne
right or memorial among them? Let this comfort und encourage your
soul. None ever truly loved the cause of Jesus, and the pecple of Je-
sus, but secretly loved Jesus himself. And John was authorized by the
" Haly Ghost to mark this down as a stauding cause of comfort, when
higher evidences were wanting ; We know {says he) that we have passed
JSrom death unto life, because we love the brethren.” 1 Johniii. 14.
e e B O
REFLECTIONS.

MARK, my soul, the very different characters which distinguish men
of the world from real lovers of God. Their featu:es, manners, cus-
toms, pursuits, habits, pleasures, all differ. Whatever root of bitterness
it is, I do not presume to say, but certain it is that there isa root of bitter- -
ness springing aip within them, both the blossom and the baleful deadly
fruit appear in all their brauches. But while these marks plainly tes-
tify whose they are, and in whose cause they are planted ; how blessed
is it to see that they can extend their luxuriaucy no farther than the
Lord allows. And how further blessed it is to see, that the Lord makes
use of them medicinally to his people for good. Sanballat and Tobiak
meant not so, neither did their heart intend it ; but yet, in reality, all
they did, and all their scoffs and cppositions, only tended to make Ne-
hemiah more assiduous, and more earnest in his recourses to a mercy
seat. Reader ! when our enemies do this; when they drive us to a
throne of grace, when otherwise we should not go there, surely the -
Lord by his everruling wisdom converts their very evil into good, and
compels them, contrary to their wishes and intent, to prove our kind
friends.

Mark, my soul, in Nekhemiah, the portrait of God’s children. While
the Lord’s house lies waste, they take no pleasure. While Jesus and
his people are oppressed, there is no joy in a gracious soul. See then,
my soul, whether, like Nehemiah, thou art anxious for the prasperity
of Zion? Cana throne of grace witness for thee, that thy petitions are
lodged there for her welfare? Dost thou love her courts, her ordi-
nances, her servants, her mipisters, her people? I the Lord himself
precious to thee, and dearer than the golden wedge of 0phir? OQh!
thou dear Redeemer! let thy name, thy person, thy work, thine offices,
thy character, relatjons; all, all that belongs to Jesus, be as ointment
poured forth. And oh! grant, my Lord, that I may be a sweet savor
of Jesus, as Nehemiah, to all around.

CHAP. IIIL

CONTENTS.

. Fhis Chapter is chiefly directed” to record the names of those who
arose to build the walls, and the order in which they proceeded in the
work. :

HEN Eliashib the high priest rose up with
his brethren the priests, and they builded the
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sheep gate; they sanctified it, and set up the doors
of it; even unto the tower of Meah they sancti-

fied it, unto the tower of Hananeel.

It is no small commendation of the priesthood, that we fintl the high-
{)riest putting his hand first to the work of the Lord. The sheep-gate
ed to the temple, and hence here their office particularly called them.
And was not this typical of the ever blessed Jesus? His almighty
hand must be first with all spiritual builders; for except the Lord’
build the house, they labour but in vain that build it, Psm. cxxvii. 1.

2 And next unto him builded the men of Jeri-
cho. And next to them builded Zaccur the son
of Imri. ’ \

3 But the fish gate did the sons of Hassenaah
build, who a/so laid the beams thereof, and set up
the doors thereof, the locks thereof, and the bars
thereof. .

4 And next unto them repaired Meremoth the
son of Urijah, the son of Koz. And next unto
them repaired Meshullam the son of Berechiah,
the son of Meshezabeel. And next unto them

repaired Zadok the son of Baana.

The relation here made, seems to be with a design to manifest the
cheerfulness of the people in the service: No doubt the Lord inclined
their heart. 'When Jesus out High-Ptiest goéth before us by his Spirit,
he well incline believers to follow.

5 And next to them the Tekoites repaired ;
but their nobles put not their necks to the work
of the Lorp. o

It is not said whetheér this is meant by way of réprbach or nbt, con-
cerning the nobles. Various degrees the Lord hath appointed in his
church, and among his people: aid all in theit respective situalions,
when properly conducting themselves, rtove in 4 beautiful ordet:

6 Moreover the old gate repaired Jehoidda the
son of Paseah, and Meshullam the son 6f Beso-
deiah; they laid the beams thereof, and set up the
doors thereof, and the locks thereof, and the bars
thereof. L

7 "And next unto them repaired Melaﬁiah the
Gibeonite, and Jadon the Meronothite, the sien
of Gibeon, and of Mizpah, unto the throne ¢ftlie
oovernor on this side the river. o
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8 Next unto him repaired Uzziel the son of
Harhaiah, of the goldsmiths. Next unto him al=
so repaired Hananiab the son of one of the apoth-
ecaries, and they fortified Jerusalem unto the
broad wall. '

9 And next unto them repaired Rephaiah the
son of Iur, the ruler of the balf part of Jerusa-
lem. :

10 And next unto them repaired Jedatah the
son of Harumaph, even over against his house.
And next unto him repaired Hattush the son of
Hashabniah. : :

11 Malchijah the son of Harim, and Hashub
the son of Pahath-moab, repaired the other piece,
and the tower of the furnaces. 3 -

The work must have been generally interesting; for we find gold-
-smiths and apothecaries engaged.jn it., Such, blessed Jesus, are thy
servants in thine house and family. We find apostles, and prophets,
and evangelists, and pastors, and teachers ; but dll with one view, for
the edifying of the body of Christ. . Ephes.iv. 11, »2.

12 And next unto. him repaired Shallum the
son of Halohesh, the ruler of the half part of Je-
rusalem, he and his daugliters. R

The service of Shallum’s daughters in this work, carries.with it a
conviction how much the general mind was engaged in thjs public

good. - It reminds us of the women Paul spedks of, who liboured with
him in the gospel. Phil. iv. 3. - ' )

13 The valley gate repaired Hanun, and the in-
habitants of Zanoah ; ‘they built it, and set up tlie
doors ‘thereof, thé locks™ thereof, and the bars
thereof, and a thousand cubits on the wall unto
the dung gate. .. -, . S .

14 But the dung. gate repaired Malchiah the
son of Rechab, theruler of part of Beth-haccerem:;
he built it, and set up the doors thereof, the locks
thereof, and the bars thereof.

.15 But the'gate of the fountain repaired Shal-
Jum the son of Col-hozeh, the ruler of.part of
Mizpah; he built it, and covered it, and set.up
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the doors thereof, the locks thereof, and the bars
thereof, and the wall of the pool of Siloah by the
king’s garden, and unto the stairs that go down
from the city of David.

16 After him repaired Nehemiah the son of
Azbuk, the ruler of the half part of Bethzur, un-
to the place over against the sepulchres of David,
and to the pool that was made, and unto the house
of the mighty.

17 And after him repaired the Levites, Re-
hum the son of Bani. Next unto him repaired
Hashabiah, the ruler of the half part of Keilah, in
his part.

18 After him repaired their brethren, Bavai
the son of Henadad, the ruler of the half part of
Keilah.

19 And next to him 1epa1red Ezer the son of
Jeshua, the ruler of Mizpah, another piece over
against the going up to the armoury at the turn-
ing of the wall.

2() After him Baruch the son of Zabbai car-
nestly repaired the otlier piece, from the turning
of the wall unto the door of the house of Lhaslnb
the high priest.

21 After him xepaned Menemoth the son of
Urijah the son of Koz another piece, from the
door of the house of Eliashib even to the end of
the house of Eliashib.

22 Aud after him repaired the priests, the men
of the plain. -

23 After him repaired Benjamin and Hashub
over "against their house. After him repaired
Azariah the son of Maaseiah the son of Ananiah
by his house.

24 After him repaired Binnui the son of He-
nadad another piece, from the house of Azariah

‘unto the tummd of the wall, even unto the
coruer.
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25 Pdlal the son of Uzai, over against the
turning of the wall, and the tower which lieth out
from the king’s high house, that was by the court
of the prison. After him Pedaiah the son of
Parosh.

26 Moreover the Nethinims dwelt in Ophel,
unto the place over agaihst the water gate toward
the east, and the tower that lieth out.

27 After them the Tekoites repaired another
_picce, over against the great tower that licth out,
even unto the wall of Ophe

28 From above the horse gate repaired the
priests, every one over against hls house.

29 After them 1epa1red Zadok the son of Im-
mer over against his house. After him repaired:
also Shemaial the son of Shechaniah, the keeper
of the east gate.

30 After him repaired Hananigh the son of
Shelemiah, and Hanun the sixthson of Zalaph,
another piece. After him repaued Meshuilam
the son of Berechiah over against his chamber.

31 After him repaired Malchiah the goldsmith’s
son, unto the place of the Nethinims, "and of the
merchants, over against the gate Miphkad, and
to the going up of ‘the corner.

32 And between the going up of the corner un-
to the sheep gate repaued the goldsmitl’s and

the merchants.

I stay not to mark the several particulats in this account. The la-
bourers were all worthy of being recorded, or their names would not
have been so noticed by the Holy Ghost. But the only improvement
which seems to be generally demghed from the relation here given, is
that hone, who minister in the service of God and his people, shall be
overlooked. The smallest offering, in his cause, becomes a preuous
one: and God is not unrighteous to for get thie labour of love, in those
who offer it with a wﬂlmg heart.

. REFLECTIONS.
I HOPE the Reader will not peruse this chapter, without gleaning
much improvement from it, though the subject relates to nothing more
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interesting than the repairing of the walls of Jerusalem. But in the
repaiting the walls of Jernsalem, we must look beyond the mere letter
of the word, and consider that Jerusalem is the city of the great King,
and the people of it the nation whom God hath taken into covenant
with himself. Were the walls of Jerusalem laid waste? Did the
enemy enter in by her gates? Was she carried into captivity by the
foe? Yes! all this was done. But by whom was it done, and for
what cause? The prophet hath answered ; He that scattereth Israel
will gather him, and keep him as a shepherd doth his flock. Doth the
enemy say, fs this Zion, whom no man looketh after ? Let them know
that the Lord doth look after Zion, and will comfort her waste pluaces.
For he hath said, I willmake you a praise among all people of the earth,
when I have turned back your captivity before your eyes, saith the
Lord.

But sweet 3as these considerations are, in reference to the Lord’s
mercy mauifested to Israel of old, how infinitely more interesting do
they become, if viewed through the gospel medium, and having their
accomplishment in the recovery from the captivity of sin and Satan,
the rebuilding the walls of the church of Jesys, and the bringing home
the redeemed of the Lord to Zion, with songs of everlasting joy upon
their head. Here the subject riseth to an higher degree of sublimity ;
and we may behold the several worthies in this chapter, headed by their
high-priests, as the representatives of the church of Jesus, followin
the great and glorious High Priest of our profession, Christ Jesus,
emerging out of all the ruins of the fall, and forming an holy temple
to the Lord, through the Spirit. Even jn the present day of grace,
and beheld only with an eye to the recovery from the powers of dark-
ness, and the dominjon of sin in this life, the subject becomes heautiful
and interesting. But looking forward to the eventual redemption from
everlasting misery in the world fo come, nothing can be more animat-
ing, nor delightful. Here it is the promise of God, by his prophet, re-
cetves its full accomplishment. {In Jesus, and his finished redemption,
when the Lord hath builded Zion, and made his glory to appear, Je-
hovah will indeed make every child of Jesus a praise among all people
of the earth, in having for ever turned back their captivity, and put a
final close to all the oppressions the Israel of God hath sustained from
all the enemies of her salvation, for evermore.

CIHAP. IV.

CONTENTS.

In this chapter we have un account of the opposition the builders of
the wall met with from the common enemy. While they mock, Nehe-
miah takes refuge in prayer, and setteth a watch to prevent their evil
designs.

BUT it came to pass, that when Sanballat heard
that we builded the wall, he was wroth, and
took great indiguation, and mocked the Jews.

2 And he spake before his brethren and the
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army of Samaria, and said, What do these feeble
Jews? will they fortify themselves? will they sa-
crifice? will they make an end in a day? will
they revive the stones out of the heaps of the
rubbish which are burned?

.3 Now Tobiah the Ammonite was by him, and
he said, Even that which they build, if a fox go up,
he shall even break down their stone wall.

I would have the Reader look beyond the mere historical relation,
to the matter couched beneath the several expressions. Tt was not
simply the walls of Jerusalem which excited the displeasure and malice
of their foes ; but it was the church of God that those enemies hated,
and wished to bring to nought. Reader! the same takes place cvery
day in the world. Let a sinner be only onee seriously set out for the
salvation of his soul, and all hell is up in arms to oppose him. What
the Lord Jesus declared, his people find to be true; aman’s foes are

they of his own household. Hence, saith Christ, Think not that I am
come 1o send peace, but rather divison. Luke xii. 51.

‘4 Hear, O our God; for we are despised: and
turn their reproach upon their own head, and give
them for a prey in the land of captivity :

5 And cover not their iniquity, and let not their
sin be blotted out from before thee: for they have

provoked thee to anger before the builders.

Observe, in the conduct of Nehemiah, where the believer’s resource
is in the time of persecution : even at a throne of grace. Here we may
odge all our concerns. And here we are sure of success; for here is
One, whom the Father heareth alway.

6 So built we the wall; and all the wall was
joined together unto the half thereof : for the peo-

ple had a mind to work.
This good-will in the people to the work, and the prosperity of the
work itself, were sure answers of prayer.

7 € But it came to pass, that when Sanballat,
and Tobiah, and the Arabians, and the Am-
mouites, and the Ashdodites, heard that the walls

~of Jerusalem were made up, and that the breaches
began to be stopped, then they were very wroth,

8 And conspired all of them together to come

and to fight against Jerusalem, and to hinder it.
Evil men (saith an apostle) and seducers shall wax worse and worse.
And here we see it. :
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God, and set a watchagainst them day and night, -
because of them. ‘

10 And Judah said, Thestrength of the bearers
of burdens is decayed, and there 2s much rubbish ;
so that we are not able to build the wall.

11 And our adversaries. said, They shall not
know, neither see, till we come in the midst
among them, and slay them, and cause the work
to cease.

12 Aund it came to.pass, that when the Jews
which dwelt by them came, they said unto us ten
times, From all places whence ye shall return un-
to us they wull be upon you.

13 Therefore set 1 in the lower places behmd
the wall, and on the higher places, I even set the
people after their families with their swords, their
spears, and their bows.

14 And I looked, and rose up, and said unto
the nobles, and to the rulers, and to the rest of
the people, Be not ye afraid of them; remember
the Lorp, which is great and terrible, and fight for
your brethren, your sons, and your dauahters,
your wives, and your houses:

15 And it came to pass, whenour enemies heard
that it was known unto us, and God had brought
their counsel to nought, that we returned all of us

to the wall, every one unto his work.

Observe how the Lord must have been with the people, when the
work, in spite of all impediments, and the fatigue of the people, was
so shortly accomplished,

16 And it came to pass from that time forth,
that the half of my servants wrought in the work,
and the other half of them held both the spears,
the shields, and the bows, and the habergeons;
and the rulers were behind all the house of Judah.

17 They which builded on the wall, and they

that bare burdens, with those that laded, every one
Vor. 111, 4 O

m—————
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with one of his hands wrought in the work, and
with the other hand held a weapon.

18 For the builders, every one had his sword
girded by his side, and so builded. And he that
sounded the trumpet was by me.

19 And I said unto the nobles, and to the rulers,
and to the rest of the people, The work is great
and large, and we are separated upon the wall, one
fair from another. :

20 In what place tkerefore ye hear the sound of
the trumpet, resort ye thither unto us: our God
shall fight for us.

21 So we laboured in the work : and half of
them held the spears from the rising of the morn-~
ing till the stars appeared.

22 Likewise at the same time said I unto the
people, Let every one with his servant lodge with-
in Jerusalem, that in the night they may be a
guard to us, and labour on the day.

23 So neithér I, nor my brethren, nor my ser-
vants, nor the men of the guard which followed
me, none of us put off our clothes, saving that every

one put them off for washing. /

I hope the Reader will again and again, as he passeth through this
Wwhole chapter, carry his thoughts beyond the literal relation, to the
contemplation of the church of God as represented in it. The Chris-
tidn is both & warrior, and a builder: and sure he is, in every stage of
his pursuit, in building the temple of the Lord, to meet with- oppo-
sition. In all ages there have been Sandallats and Tobiahs. Like Ne-
hemiah’s servants, God’s people must have the sword of the Spirit to
“oppose the adversary ; and the whole armour of salvation, on the right
hand, and on the left. 1t is on this account the apostie admonisheth
the Ephesian Church o be strong in the Lord, and in the power of his
might. Ephes, vi. 10, &c. .

e ——

REFLECTHZONS.

READER! you apd I shall derive very sweet improvements from
this chapter, if, under the teaching of God the Holy Ghost, we dis-
cover our personal interest in it, and amidst all the oppositions we
meel with from the enemies of our salvation, like Nehemiah, we learn
where our strength is, and from whence help is to be derived. We
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are building for eternity, and there are many foes to obstruct our pro-
gress. But if our foundation be Jesus; and if he who hath founded
Zion, gives us, by his Holy Spirit, to rest all upon this precious Cor-
ner Stone, then the promise is sure, we shall never be ashamed, nor con-
Sfounded, world without end. Reader! are you thus engaged? Is
Christ your foundation? Have you laid your rest upon him deep and
firm? Have you quitted every other foundation? Do you heartily
and cordially, lay the whole weight of your salvation on him? Do
you live upen him, act faith daily, hourly, upon him? Do you not
only live upon Jesus, but live to Jesus? These are heart-searching
enquiries. But if the Lord enable you thus to build upen Christ, de-
pend upon it, in defiance of all opposition, he that enabled you to begin,
will help you to complete; and the top-stone will be at length brought
home with shoutings, crying, Grace, grace unto it. Let a thousand
Sanballats arise, or ten thousand Tobiahs mock; yet he that is with
you, is more than all that are against you. The kord hath founded
Zion, and the poor of his people shall trust in it. Go on, therefore,
in the strength of the Lord; crying out in the words of the prophet;
Who art thou, O great mountuin? before our Zerubbabel thou shalt be-
come a plain.

CHAP. V

CONTENTS.

In this Chapter we are led to behold Nehemiah reforming certain
abuses which had crept in among the people. He sets « noble example
of liberality.

AND there was a great cry of the people and
of their wives against their brethren the Jews.

2 For there were that said, We, our sons, and
our daughters, are many: therefore we take up
corn for them, that we may eat, and live.

3 Some also there were that said, We have
mortgaged our lands, vineyards, and houses, that
we might buy corn, because of the dearth.

4 There were also that said, We have borrowed
money for the king’s tribute, and that upon our
lands and vineyards.

5 Yet now our flesh s as the flesh of our bre-
thren, our children as their children: and, lo, we
bring into bondage our sons and our daughters to
be servants, and some of our daughters are brought
unto bondage already : neitheris i in our power fo.-
redeem them; for other men have our lands and
vineyards.

402
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Though in the laws by Moses, every provision was made for the
happiness of Israel, in the several situations of poor and rich; yet
there were then, as thﬂle is now, and from the same cause, the ruined
state of our nature by the fall, many whose hearts felt not for the poor,
but for the love of gain, and in direct defiance of God’s law, cared not
but to oppose their brethren.  We have here the complaint. The op-
pressed felt the evil, and cried out underit. What a sweet thought is
it, under all the mortgaged state of our spiritual inheritance, our cap-

- tive state to sin and Sdtdn we have a Brother, our next of kin, to re-
deem both our persons and our inheritance. Levit. xxv. 23.

6 9 And I was very angry when I heard their
cry and these words.

7 Then I consulted with myself,-and I rebuked
the nobles, and the rulers, and said unto them, Ye
exact usury, every one of his brother. And I set
a great assembly against them.

8 And I said unto them, We after our ability
have redeemed our brethren the Jews, which were
sold unto the heathen; and will ye even sell your
brethren? or shall they be sold untous? Then
held they their peace, and found nothing Zo answer.

9 AlsoI said, It s ot good that ye do+ ought
ye not to walk in the fear of our God because of
the reproach of the heathen our enemies? -

10 Ilikewise, andiny brethren,and my servants,
might exact ‘of themm money and corn: I pray
you, let us leave off this usury.

11 Restore, I pray you, to ‘them, even this day,
their lands, their vineyards, their ohveyaxds, and
their houses, also the hundredthpart of the money,
and of the corn, the wine, and the oil, that ye ex-
act of them.

12 Then said they, We will restore t/zem, and
will require nothing of them; so will we do as
thou sayest. Thén I called the’ priests, and took
an oath of them, that they should do ‘iLcondmﬂ to
this promise.

13 Also I' shook my lap, and said, So God
shake out every mau from his house, and from hxs

Wrisde T sk

Lo
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labour, that performeth not this promise, even
thus be he shaken out, and emptied. And all the
congregation said, Amen, and praised the Lorbp.

And the people did according to this promise.
What a masterly speech doth Nehemiah here make! How unan-
swerable the arguments he adopted to induce tenderness in the minds
of the people! And how successful his reasoning. But how infinitely
superior is the lesson the Lord Jesus brought forward, in the days of
his flesh, to the question of his servant the apostle, on the subject of
offences. Jesus hath ransomed us when under a debt of ten thousand
talents, which no human ability could ever pay. And therefore to
bear hard upon a brother of poorer circumstances, in the paltry debt
of an hundred pence, must imply a cruelty unsuited to a regenerated
mind. According to Nehemiah’s strong figure of shaking the lap, we
may well conclude God will shake oﬁ and shake out, all merciless
characters of this description; or to use the higher and better words
“of our Lord Jesus Christ, every such wretch will be delivered to the
tormentors; and so will God our heavenly Father do unto us, if we
from our hearts forgive not every one his brother his trespasses.
Matt. xviii. 34, 35.

14 € Moreover from the time that I was ap-
pointed to be the governor in the land of Judah,
from the twentieth year even untp the two and
thirtieth year of Artaxerxes the king, that s,
twelve years, I and my br ethren have not eaten
the bread of the governor.

15 But the former governors that had been be-
fore me were chargeable unto the people, and had
taken of them bread and wine, beside forty she-
kels of silver: yea, even their servants bare rule
over the people: but so did not I, because of the
fear of God.

16 Yea, also I coutmued i the work of this
wall, neither bought we any land : and all my scr-
vants were <rathered thither unto the work.

17 Moreover there were at my table an hundred

‘and fifty of the Jews aud rulers, beside those that
came unto us from among the hcathen that are
about us.

18 Now that which was pxepaud Sfor me dale
was one ox and six choice sheep : also-fowls were
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prepared for me, and once in ten days store of all
sorts of wine: yet for all this required not I the
bread of the governor, because 1:118 bondage was

heavy upon this people.

There is much to admire in this liberality of Nehemiah, who would
not avail himself of his office, as governor under the king of Persia -
his master, to take money or goods from the people. He lost sight of
hjs authority in this particular, in his affection as a Jew. He consi-
dered himself as a brother, and as such acted the brotherly part. He
must have been a noble character. But-oh! at what an infinite
distance doth Nehemiah stand, in this nobleness of soul, when we look
at the Lord Jesus Christ. He who was rich, yet for our sakes became
poor, that we through kis poverty might be made rich. 1t was gener-
ous for Nehemiah to leave the court of Persia to visit Jerusalem in
ruins. But what was this, in point of greatness of love, compared to
thine, thou adorable, blessed Jesus, in that thou didst leave the coyrt
of heaven, and the bosom of thy Father, and camest not to be mi-
nistered unto, but to minister, and to give thy life a ransom for many !
Oh! matchless love! Oh! unequalled, nunheard-of grace!

19 Think upon me, my God, for good, accord-

ing to all that I have done for this people.

Nehemial’s petition, to be remembered for good, was not offered
up as if he looked for a reward from the Lord for his good services;
but only implied that he himself might receive from a gracious God
the favour of his good will and pleasure. That God who had inclined.
his heart to love God’s people, would remember that his love to the’
people arose from the love the Lord had put in his heart to the Lord
himself, and that God would bless him with the kindness he mani-
fested to Israel, and remember him in his covenant mercy.

T —————
REFLECTIONS.

WHAT a blessing to every state, and to every people, are faithful
governors! placed by a gracious God in the supreme department of
magistracy, like the beneficent planets of the earth, they shine as lights
in the midst of a crooked and perverse generation. And when the
Lord Jesus, who places them where they are, graciously furnishes
them with hearts, and heads, and hands, to minister to his glory, and-
the people’s welfare, like Nehemiah, their government becomes a bless-
ing, and their persons sacred and beloved. -

But, my soul, while thou art contemplating the happy state of an
earthly governor, a faithful magistrate, like Nehemiah, among men,
look to thy Jesus, the Almighty supreme Lord of heaven and earth,
by whom kings reign, and princes decree justice. All the good that
is done upon earth he doeth it himself. Yes, blessed Jesus! it is
thou that by the sweet and secret influences of thy Spirit dost order,
regulate, appoint, and give blessings to the whole events of justice,
truth, and faithfulness found among men. In thee, and from thee,”
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every source of blessing must flow. Nay, thou thyself art the ever-
lasting glory, the honor, beauty, and loveliness of a1l mercifyl dispen-
sations. And art thou, then, my governor, my Lord, my God, my
Holy One? Oli! give me to hail thee, and 1o acknowledge thee
Lord of all. And while I bend the knee before thee, do thou bring
every thought into captivity to the obedience of Christ. Lord, let me
dwell under thy shadow ; vevive as the corn, und grow as the vine;
that thie smell of fragrancy in thy sweet sacrifice may be as the wine
of Lebanon. .

CHAP. VI

CONTENTS.

We have vevived here the persecution of Sanballat against the church.
The work, however, is compleated. A secrct correspondence is carried
on between Tobiah and some of the nobles of Judah,

NOW it came to pass, when Sanballat, and
Tobiah, and Geshem the Arabian, and the
rest of our enemies, heard that I had builded the
wall, and that there was no breach left therein;
(though at that time I had not set up the doors-
upon the gates;)

2 That Sanballat and Geshem sent unto me,
saying, Come, let us meet together in some one of
the villages in the plain of Ono. But they thought
to do me mischief.

-3 And I sent messengers unto them, saying, I
am doing a great work, so that I cannot come
down: why should the work cease, whilst I leave
it, and come down to you?

4 Yet they sent unto me four times after this
sort; and I answered them after the same

manner.

It is worthy observation what obstructions the people of God
meet with in every age to hinder their progress in the Lord’s service.
Sanballat and Tobiah first began to shew their ill designs against Nehe-
miah and his cause with ridicule and laughter. A fox would be enough
they said, to make breaches in the wall. When this failed, they now
adopt another plan. Under pretence of much kindness, they invite Ne-
Lemiah to a conference, with a view to do him some mischief. So,’
Reader, are the devices of Satan against the spiritual building of the
Lord’s household. Satan is a subtle foe. By private fraud, and by
open stratagem, as best suits his hellish policy, he attacks God’s
jreople,

.
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5 Then sent Sanballat his servant unto me in
like manner the fifth' time with an open letter in
his hand;

6 W’he:em was written, It is leported among
the heathen, and Gashmu saith 2, #haet thou and
‘the Jews think to rebel: for which cause thou
buildest the wall, that thou mayest be their king,
according to these words.

7 And thou hast also a appointed prophets to
preach of thee at Jerusalem, saying, Therc is a
king in Judah: and now shall it be reported to
the l\mG accmdmw to these words. Come now
therefoxe and let us take counsel together.

8 Then I sent unto him, saying, There are no
-such things done as thou sayest, but thou feignest
them out of thine own heart.

9 For they all made us afraid, saying, Their
hands shall be weakened from the work, that it
be not done. . Now therefore, O God, strenothcn

my hands.

Here ic a yet deeper-laid plot of Nehemiah’s foes, out of which the
Lord brought him. Reader! it is sweet and profitable to watch our
deliverances. Some, indeed, nay multitudes, no doubt, of Jesus's graci-
ous mterposx!mns, we are unconscious of. But some are revealed to us.
And oh! how precious they are. When a soul can look back and say,
Here my God interposed; and there e rescued me from the temptation
of the devil. It realizes that blessed promise, 1 Cor. x. 13.

10 Afterward I came unto the house of She-
matiah thesonof Delaiah the sonof Mehetabeel, who
-was shut up; and he said, Let us meet together
in the house of God, within the temple, and let
us shut the doors of the temple: for they will
come to slay thee; yea, in the night will they
come to slay thee.

11 And I said, Should such a man as I flee ?
and who s there, that, being as I am, would go
into the teple to save his life? I will not go
in. -

12 And, lo, I perceived that God had not sent
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him; but that he pronounced  this prophecy
against me: for Tobiab and Sanballat had hired
him.

13 Therefore was he hired, that I should be
afraid, and do so, and sin, and zhat they might
have matter for an evil report, that they might re-

proach me.

It is more than probable that this Shemaiak acted as a prophet. But
he could not have received his commission from the Lord. Nehemiah
visited him, it seems, for he came into his house. - But though set on

_ by Sanballat and Tobiah, yet the Lord gave Nehemiah to discover that
his advice was not from the Lord. Reader! what an awful thing is it
when men assume the miuisterial office, run unseat, and speak unau-
thorized ; and yet worse, if possible, utter lies in the name. of the Lord.
From all such, of whatever name, or by whatever denomination distin-
guished among men, I would say for myself and all poor sinners, good
Lord deliver us.

14 My God, think thou upon Tobiah and San-
ballat according to these their works, and on the
prophetess Noadiah, and the rest of the prophets,

that would have put me in fear.

Observe how the open or secret plots of the enemy drive Nehemiah
" to his knees. Reader! think only how a gracious God in Christ over-
rules even the malice of the devil to his people’s good and his own
glory. For if the devices of Satan compel me to go to u throne of
grace for strength to resist his temptation, when without this attack of
the foul fiend I should not have gone there; and if God my Saviour
converts his very ill design into the means of producing greater good,
so that thereby my own poverty and weakness is more discovered, and
the Redeemer’s strength made more precious and interesiing: surely
even our temptations are blessings in disguise, and are amoug the all
things which work together for goed to them that love God. Rom.
viii. 28. James i. 2—4.

15 9 So the wall was finished in the twenty
and fifth day of the month Elul, in fifty and two
days. ‘

See what a short work was made of it when the hand of the Lord was
upon them, and with them. So is it in divine things. Oh! how oftey
do we find a few days, nay sometimes a few hours, sufficient in the
Lord’s hand for awakening, convincing, converting, and establishing a
poor sinner in the knowledge of the Lord Jesus Christ, and redemption
by him. When God works he works as God, )

16 And it came to pass, that whe' all our ene-
mies heard thereof, and all the heathen that were -

Vor. IIL 4P '
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about us saw these things, they were much cast
down in their own eyes: for they perceived that

this work was wrought of our God.

So inthe last day will all the enemies of God and of his Christ be
confounded, when the Lord shall bring home the top-stone of the spi-
ritual building with shoutings, crying grace, grace unto it. Zech.
iv. 7. ‘

17 € Moreover in those days the nobles of Ju-
dah sent many letters unto Tobiah, and the letters
of Tobiah came unto them. -

18 For there were many in Judah sworn unto
him, because he was the son in law of Shechaniah
the son of Arah; and his son Johanan had taken
the daughter of Meshullam the son of Berechiah.

19 Also they reported his good deeds before
me, and uttered my words to him. And Tobiah

sent letters to put me in fear.

That the nobles of Judah should have been in this base conduct
against Nelfemiah, must have occasioned many painful feelings in his
mind. We wrestle not only against flesh and bleod, but against prin-
cipalities and powers. Ephes, vi. 12.

eI S ———ee
REFLECTIONS.

It is hardly possible to read this Chapter, and behold the various
methods which the enemies of Nehemiah made use of to draw him from
the work he had engaged in for God’s glory, without immediately hav-
ing our minds led.forth to contemplate the still more plansible and
subtle devices which Satan and his agents are uvaweariedly engaged in
to harrass and atHlict the people of God. What fiery darts of temptation
do they throw forth from the quiver of their hellish malice? And if
at any time they are successful, which the Lord somctimes graciously
may permit, for our greater -advantage and his glory in the end; oh!
how do they triumph in our fall. But Reader! there is a way, and it
is indeed the only way of counteracting all the subtlety and malice of
Satan; namely, as the redeemed now in heaven are said to have done;
they overcame by the blood of the Lamb. Yes! blessed Jesus! thy
name, thy cross, thy precious blecod and righteousness; these are the
ensigns of victory, by which alone we can resist the devil, and "cause
him to flee from us. And like Nehemiah we shall finish the wall, sub-
due all oppositions, and be more than conquerors through thy grace
helping us, when by thy blessed Spirit we are made sirvong in the Lord
and in the power of his might.
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CHAP. VIIL

CONTENTS.

This chapter contains the account of the government of Jerusalem
under Nehemiah., A register also of the genealogy of them, who re-
turned first from the captivity of Babylon, both of the people, priests,
Levites, and Nethinims.

“NOW it came to pass, when the wall was built,
4 X and I had set up the doors, and the porters
and the singers and the Levites were appointed,

2 That I gave my brother Hanani, and Hana-
niah the ruler of the palace, charge over Jerusa-
lem: for he was a faithful man, and feared God
above many. '

3 And I said unto them, Let not the gates of
Jerusalem be opened until the sun be hot; and
while they stand by, let them shut the doors,
and bar them : and appoint watches of the inhabi-
tants of Jerusalem, everyone in his watch, and
every one fo be over against his house.

4 Now the city was large and great: but the
people were few therein, and the houses were not
builded.

It is to be suppesed that the holy city of Jerusalem, stood upon the
very same ground as before its desolation. And though at present not
eopled as heretofore with a multitude of inbabitants, yet looking for
he accomplishiment of Gad’s promises, the same rocm as before was
taken in. Zech. vii. 4—7. and Chap. viii. 3 6. By the appoint-
ment of Hanani and Hananiah to the government, it seems probable
that Nehemiah was looking forward to his return to the court of Persia.
This is the same Hanani which breught tidings to Nehemiah concern-
ing Jerusalem, as mentioned in the first chapter, verse 2. The fa’th-
fulness of his partner Hapnawmah is honourably mentioned. May we not
spiritualize the passage in reference to the faithful ruinisters of Christ,
and remark, that if the security of Jerusalem, in its frontiers and gates,
became so important, how much more should those who stand at the
doors of the Lord’s heritage use vigilance and circumspection, to see
who are admitted, and that they are indeed of the frue houselold of
Saith.

5 9 And my God put into mine heart to ga-

ther together the nobles, and the rulers, and the

. people, that they might be reckoned by gencalogy.

And I found a register of the genealogy of them:
4P 2



656 - NEHEMIAH. [cH. viI.

which came up at the first, and found written
therein,

6 These are the children of the pxovmce, that
went up out of the captivity, of those that had
been carried away, whom Nebuchadnezzar the
king of Babylon had carried away, and came
again to Jerusalem and to Judah, every one unto
hxs city;

7 Who came with Zerubbabel : Jeshua, Nehe-
miah, Azariah, Raamiah, Nahamani, Mordecai,
Bilshan, Mispereth, Bigvai, Nehum, Baanah.
The number, [ say, of the men of the people of
Israel was t/zzs

8 9 The children of Parosh two thousand an
hundred seventy and two

9 The children of Shephatmh three hundred
seventy and two.

10 The children of Arah, six hundred ﬁfty and
two.

11 The children of Pahath-moab, of the chil-
dren of Jeshua and Joab, two thousand and eight
hundred and exghteen

12 The children of Elam, a thousand two hun-
dred fifty and four,

13 The children of Zattu, cight hundred forty and
five.

" 14 The children of Zaccai, seven hundred and
threescore.

15 The children of Binnui, six hundred forty
and eight.

16 The children of Bebai, six hundred twenty
and ewht _

17 The children of ‘Azgad, two thousanéf three
hundred twenty and two.

- '18 'T'he children of Adomkam, six hundred
threescore and seven.

19 The children of Bmvax, two thousand three—
score and seven. St
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20 The children of Adin, six hundred fifty and
five.

21 The children of Ater of Hezekiah, ninety
and eight.

92 The children of Hashum, three hundred
twenty and eight.

23 The children of Bezai, three hundred twenty
and four.

24 The children of Hariph, an hundred and
twelve.

25 The children of Gibeon, ninety and five.

26 The men of Beth-lehem and Netophah, an
hundred fourscore and eight.

27 The men of Anathoth, an hundred twenty
and eight.

28 The men of Beth-azmaveth, forty and
two.

29 The men of Kirjath-jearim, Chephirah, and
Beeroth, seven hundred forty and three.

30 The men of Ramah and Gaba, six hundred
twenty and one.

31 The men of Michmas, an hundred and twenty.
and two.

32 The men of Beth-el and Ai, an hundred
twenty and three.

33 The men of the other Nebo, fifty and two.

34 The children of the other Elam, a thousand
two hundred fifty and four.

35 The children of Harim, three hundred and
twenty.

36 "The children of Jericho, three hundred forty
and five.

37 The children of Lod, Hadad, and Ono, se-
ven hundred twenty and one.

38 T'he children of Senaah, three thousand nine
hundred and thirty.

30 9] The priests: the children of Jedaiah, of the
house of Jeshua, nine bundred seventy and three.
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40 The chnldren of Immu a thousand fifty and
two.

41 The children of Pashur, a thousand two
hundred forty and seven.

42 The children of Harim, a thousand and se-
venteen,

43 9 The Levites: the children of Jeshua, of
Kadmiel, and of the children of Hodevah, seventy
and four.

44 The singers: the children of Asaph, an hun-
dred forty and eight.

45 The por ters: the children of Shallum, the
children of Ater, the children of Talmon, the
ehildren of Akkub the children of Hatita, the
children of Shobai, an Lioudred thirty and eight.

46 § The Nethinims: the children of Ziha,
the children of Hashupha, the children of Tab-
baoth,

47 The children of Keros, the children of
Sia, the children of Padon,

48 The children of Lebana, the children of Ha-
gaba, the children of Shalmai,

49 The children of Hanan, the children of
Giddel, the children of Gahar,

50 The children of Reaiah, the children of Re-
zin, the children of Nekoda,

A1 The children of Gazzam, the children of
Uzza, the children of Phaseah,

52 The children of Besai, the children of Me-
uvnim, the children of Nephishesim,

53 The children of Bakbuk, the children of
Hakupha, the children of Harhur,

54 Fle children of Bazlith, the children of
Mehida, the children of Harsha,

55 The children of Barkos, the children of Si-
sera, the children of Tamah,

56 The children of Neziah, the children of Ha-
txpha
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57 € The children of Solomon’s servants: the
children of Sotai, the children of Sophereth, the
children of Perida, o

58 The children of Jaalah, the children of Dar-
kon, the children of Giddel,

59 The children of Shephatiah, the children of
Hattil, the children of Pochereth of Zebaim, the
children of Amon.

60 All the Nethinims, and the children of So-
lomon’s servants, were three hundred ninety and
two.

61 And these were they which went up also from
Tel-melah, Tel-haresha, Cherub, Addan, and
Immer: but they could not shew their father’s
house, nor their seed, whether they were of Is=
rael.

62 The children of Delaiah, the children of
Tobiah, the children of Nekoda, six hundred forty
and two.

63 € And of the priests: the children of He-
baiah, the children of Koz, the children of Bar-
zillai, which took one of the daughters of Barzillai
the Gileadite to wife, and was called after their
name.

64 These sought their register among those that
were reckoned by genealogy, but it was not found:
therefore were they, as polluted, put from the
priesthood.

65 And the Tirshatha said unto them, that
they should not eat of the most holy things, till
there stood up a priest with Urim and Thum-
mim.

66 § The whole congregation together was
forty and two thousand three hundred and three-
score, ]

67 Beside their manservants and their maid-
servants, of whom zhere were seven thousand three
hundred thirty and seven: and they had two
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hundred forty and five singing men and singing
womerr.
68 'T'heir horses, seven hundred thirty and six;
their mules, two hundred forty and five;
© 69 Their camels, four hundred thirty and five:
six thousand seven hundred and twenty asses.
. Here is a register exactly corresponding to the one made in the days
of Ezra, though this must have been at least 40 years after. Ezra ii.
When 1 say exactly, I méan in all the great and leading points in which
the value and faithfulness of the record is made to depend. Though I
think it not necessary to detain the Reader with making the same ob-
servations upon it which I did on that chapter, yet I cannot help ob-
serving that as the Holy Ghost hath thought proper to have this re-
gister faithfully handed down to the church both by Ezra and Nche-
miah, it may serve to shew us its great importance. And next to the
one grand cause of all records of families among God’s people, which
is wholly with an eye to Jesus, it is not, I think, a subject of small mo-
ment to consider also how sweetly it testifies of the love of God the
Holy Ghost to the people of Jesus, in that the gencalogy is thus twice
put down.  As if to teach every poor, despised and humble follower of
the Lord Jesus, that how little soever estcemed he may be among men,
yet is he of great price in the sight of God. Think of it, my brother,
I beseech you. The Reader will not fail to remark also, as a further
confirmation of this subject, that Nehemiah expressly saith the tZing
was from the Lord. My God (said he) put it info my heart. Oh!
how sweet is it to trace all gracious dispositions up to their source!

70 9 And some of the chief of the fathers gave
unto the work. The Tirshatha gave to the trea-
sure a thousand drams of gold, fifty basons, five

-hundred and thirty priests’ garments.

71 And some of the chief of the fathers gave to
the treasure of the work twenty thousand drams
of gold, and two thousand and two hundred
pound of silver.

72 And that which the rest of the people gave
was twenty thousand drams of gold, and two thou-
sand pound of silver, and threescore and seven
priests’ garments.

73 So the priests, and the Levites, and the
porters, and the singers, and some of the people,
and the Nethinims, and all Israel, dwelt in their
cities; and when the seventh month came, the

‘children were in their cities.
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The liberal gifts of the people plainly testify their sense of the Lord’s
presence, and his blessing upon them. In all ages these testimonies are
among the truest tokens of the real work of grace upon the heart.

B — 7o
REFLECTIONS.

Leaving the subject of Jerusalem’s safety, and the means the zea-
lons Nehemiah adopted to preserve her from the foe, I would call up-
on myself and Reader 1o an higher subject arising out of it, and consi-
der how our Almighty Governor, when about to return to the court of
heaven, having finished the holy building of salvation in his own blood
and righfeousness, set watchmen upon the walls of his Zion, and pour-
ed forth abundavnce of grace that a standing ministry might be alive to
the safety and security of his redeemed ones. Yes, blessed Jesus ! methinks
I see thee in the moment of thy departure sending forth thy servants,
and bidding them to be very anxious for the everlasting interests of thy
Zion; and under thy blessed Spirit to watch at thy gates, and at the
doors of thine house, night and-day, and to give the Lord Jehovah no
rest, nor peace, until he hath made Jerusalem a praise in the earth.
Ye ministers of my God! see that ye are found faithful to your post!
Plead with the people! plead with God in Christ; make mention of his
purchase, of his blood, of his cross, of the register of the names in the
book of life written in heaven; and never cease, never give over; but
be instant in season, out of seasom; reprove, rebuke, exhort. And oh
thou adorable Emmanuel! do thou bless and crown the labours of thy
faithful sent servants, that Jerusalem may again be peopled with men as
a flock. -

P
-

CHAP. VIIL

CONTENTS.
This is an interesting chapter, for il records the solemn manner in
which Nehemiah caused the luw to be read in the presence of the

people. .
AND all the pcople gathered themselves toge-
ther as one man into the street that was be-

fore the water gate; and they spake unto Ezra
the scribe to bring the book of the law of Moses,
which the Lorp had commanded to Israel.

2 And Ezra the priest brought the law before
the congregation both of men and women, and all
that could hear with understanding, upon the first

day of the seventh month.

The first day of the seventh month was a remarkable day in the esti-
mation of Israel, for the Lord had appointed that an holy convocation
should be observed on that day; (Numb. xxix. 1.) and the hlowing of
the trumpets. The various days and services by this ceremony of the

Vou. 111 4 Q
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blowing of trumpets, were all significant of the year of redemption. It
must have been an animating sight to have beheld Israel once more ga-
thered together in the great street of the city, even their beloved city‘of
Jerusalem, to hear again after the ancient method, the law of God read
to them by a scribe. But Reader! think of your privilegés in having
the gospel of salvation proclaimed every day, ‘in every street and city,
which is not as the law, the ministration of death, but the poiwer of an
endless life in Jesus. And if all Israel gathered as one man upon this
occasion, how inexcusable are those who stay away from the house of
God, and neglect to hear the wholesome truths of redemption.

3 And he read therein before the street that
was before the water gate from the morning until
midday, before the men and the women, and those
that could understand: and the ears of all the
people were attentive unto the book of the law.

4 And Ezra the scribe stood upon a pulpit of
wood, which they had made for the purpose; and
Deside him stood Mattithiah, and Shema, and
Anaialy, and Urijah, and Hilkiah, and Maaseiah,

. on his right band; and on his left hand, Pedaiah,
and Mishael, and Malchiah, and Hashum, and

Hashbadana, Zechariab, and Meshullam.

’§ And FEzra opened the book-in the sight of all

- th€ people; (for be was above all the people;)
and when he opened it, all the people stood up: -
~ 6 And Ezra blessed the Lorp, the great God.

And all the people answered, Amen, Amen, with
“lifting up their hands: and they bowed their heads,
and worshipped the Lorp with their faces to the
ground.

-7 Also Jeshua, and Bani, and Sherebiah, Ja=
~min, Akkub, - Shabbethai, Hodijah, Maaseiah,
Kelita, Azariah, Jozabad, Hanan, Pelaiah, and
-the Levites, caused the people to understand the
Jaw: and the people stoed in their place.

8 Bo they read in the book in the law of God
distinetly, and gave the sense, and caused them to
-understand the reading. ‘

The length of the service in reading the law implies, that this was a

‘mote’ than ordinary occasion. And it is remarkable that though
Fzia ‘had been in Jerusalem, at the time that this service was so so-
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lemnly observed, for many years, yet we never hear of it before. Pro-
bably the building of the wall inspired the people with greater confi-
dence. The hiinging out of the book before the people, and opening it
in their view; their standing up at the readiag of it, by way of testify~
ing their great reverence for it; and Eara’s biessing the Lord, with the
people’s answering Amen, amen, with lifted up hands, acd bowing faces;
all these were delightful signs of the real devotion of the -heart on this
memorable cccasion.  Blessed be God! amidst all the decays of vital
godliness in the mass of the people, still there is a revercnce observed, at
least in our churches, on the reading of the scriptures. Aund the
sweet savor the people of God feel at those seasons, becomnes no small
testimony that a relish for divine truths still is among vs. Oh! that
the Lord would increase it. 1 beg the Reader to remark what is said,
in this account, of the expounding the word, reading, and causing the
people to uuderstand the reading. This not only becomes an authority
tor ministers to expound the word of life, as they read it 'to the
people, but also.a lovely example. Aund surely God doth own, and
will bless, the labors of scribes well instructed in the mysteries of the
gospel, when under the Spirit’s teaching they bring forth out of the
treasury things new and old.

9 And Nehemiah, which z the Tirshatha, and
Ezra the priest the scribe, and the Levites that
taught the people, said unto all the people, This
day s holy unto the Lorp your God; mourn not
nor weep. For all the people wept, when they

heard the words of the law.

Tirshatha means governor. And here Nehemiah presided in that
capacity. But what I particularly request the Reader to observe with
me is, the effect the reading of the Lord’s holy law had upon the people.
Gertainly we may conclude that their tears were both tears of sorrow
for sin, and of joy in God’s mercy. And as the law, without an eye to-
Jesus as the end of the law for righteousness to every one that be-
lieveth, could never minister joy to any poor sinner; I venture to be-
ligve that some, at least, of this assembly were enabled by faith to look .
beyond the law, and behold him to whom the law acted as a school-
master. And if so, what a precious view is here held forth to the
church concerning faith in Christ. The Reader will be pleased to ob-
serve that I do not speak decidedly upon this point. [ vather use
caution. I only say, that if Nehemiah, or Ezra, or any of the people,
were enabled by the Lord so to do, what an interesting glimpse of Je-
sus was here afforded; and how charmed must have been the soul of
every faithful believer present. ) T

10 Then he said unto them, Go your way, cat
the fat, and drink the sweet, and send portions
unto them for whom nothing is. prepared: for this
day is holy unto the Lorp: neither be ye sorry:
for the joy of the Lorp is your strength.
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11-So the Levites stilled all the people, saying,
IHold ‘your peace, for the day s holy; ncither be
ye grieved. ' ,

12 And all the people went their way to eat,
and to drink, and to send portions, and to make
great mirth, because they had understood the
words that were declared unto them.

Reader! do observe bow truly beautiful when blended together, is
charity with devotion. 7hy prayers and thine alms (said the angel to
Cornelius) are come up for a memorial before God. Acts x. 4. Ob-

serve the expression; Jehovah is your strength. Who doth this mean

but Jesus? Surely He is the strength of his people, and the arm of
-the Lord. Isaiah lii. 1.

13 And on the second day were gathered toge-
ther the chief of the fathers of all the people, the
priests, and the Levites, unto Ezra the scribe, even
to understand the words of the law.

How blessed is it to follow up the sabbath day’s employment in the
study of God’s word with the nest day’s attention, bringing to re-
membrance what we then heard. When the parlour or the kitchen, or
those who have neither, make the chamber an echo to the sanctuary,
and rehearse among their household, or their friends, or acquaintance,
what they heard on the preceding sabbath concerning Jesus. And
what encouragement is there to this in God’s blessed word! The pro-
phets tells us that they that feared the name of the Lord were oflen
talking one to another; and the Lord hearkened end heard it. And
the Evangelist tells us that while the disciples of Jesus were talking of
him by the way, Jesus himself drew near and went with them. Luke

, XXiv. 15. Reader! depend upon it, when Jesus, in the sweetness and
preciousness of his pame, is in the mouth and upon the lips, from the
abundance of the heart awakened by grace, the Lord will bless such
edifying conversation, and impart greater degrees of knowledge both to
speaker aud hearer. See Malachiiii, 10, 17. Luke xxiv. 14, 15.

14 And they found written in the law which
the Lorp had commanded by Moses, that the
children of Israel shounld dwell i booths in the
feast of the seventh month:

15 And that-they should publish and proclaim
in all their cities, and in Jerusalem, saying, Go
forth unto the mount, and fetch olive branches,
and pine branches, and myrtle branches, and palm
branches, and branches of thick trees, to make
booths, as # s written, ‘ ‘
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16 € So the people went forth, and brought
them, and made themselves booths, every one up-
on the roof of his house, and in their courts, and
in the courts of the house of God, and in the
street of the water gate, and in the street of the
gate of Ephraim.

17 And all the congregation of them that were
come again out of the captivity made booths, and
sat under the booths; for since the days of Jeshua
the son of Nun unto that day had not the children
of Israel doneso. And there was very great glad-

ness. ,

18 Also day by day, from the first day unto
the last day, he read in the book of the law of
God. Aud they kept the feast seven-days; and
on the eighth day was a solemn assembly, accord-
mg unto the manner.

This custom of erecting booths is kept up to the present hour by
the Jews. But alas! to what purpose? Do they read the law as thuir
fathers did, from the first day to the last of their feasts? 1 fear not:
though I presume not to judge them. Bat thus far I'am authorized to
say; their minds are blinded; for until this day, when Moses is read,
the veil is upon their heart. But what a precious scripture is that which
so sweetly and graciously promiseth: Nevertheless, when it shall turn
to the Lord, the vail shall be taken away. 2 Cor. iil, 14—16. Oh!
who will not add, in all the fervency of prayer, Hasten, Lord, the graci-
ous hour! may the Lord Jesus, the great deliverer, arise in Zion, and
toke away ungodiiness from Jucob!

e e A TR e
REFLICTIONS.

Prrctous chapter this, which in the view of Ezra reminds me of
Jesus! how was it possible indeed 10 see Ezra taking the book, and
opening it before the people, and vot call to mind what 1 have read of
thee, thou Holy Saviour, when as a Lamb thou, and thou alone, wert
found worthy to open the book of God, and loose the seals theveof.
And were the people of the captivity anxious to hear Ezra the scribe
read out of the book of the law, and shall I not be. extremely solicitous
that thou, most blessed Jesus, should open to me the precious words of
salvation? Did they weep with holy tears at what they heard. And
shall my soul remain unmoved at the gracious words which proceed
forth from thy mouth? Was the law of Moses, which contained the
ministration of death, glorious to their view? And shall not life from
the dead in the gospel of thy blood and rightecusness, be abundantly
more gloticus?  Oh! precious, piecions Lamb of God; let me join
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the universal song that filled heaven and earth, in the moment re-
demption work was made known, and cry out with them; Thou art
worthy o take the hook, and open the seals thereof, for thou wast slain,
and hust redeemed us to God, by thy blood. Yes! thou adorable Re-
deemer; the church hail thee in heaven; the church praise thee on
earth. Oh! let a poor worm send forth his feeble breathings, poorand
feeble as they are, and sing as they did, Worthy is the Lamb that was
slain, to receive power, and riches, and wisdom, and strength, and ho-
nor, and glory, and blessing. May all glory be unto him that sitteth
upon the throne, and unto the Lamb for ever and ever. Amen.

CHAP. IX.

CONTENTS.
We have in this chapler an account of a solemn fast appointed in Je-
rusalem, in which the Levites take a very principal part in confessing
their sins. - .
OW in the twenty and fourth day of this
l month the children of Israel were assembled
with fasting, and with sackclothes and earth up-
on them. ' .
2 And the seed of Israel separated themselves
from all strangers, and stood and confessed their

sins, and the iniquities of their fathers.

This fast seems to have been appointed with a view to implore the
pardon of God for the mingling with the idolatrous nations of the carth,
And as the law, that enjoined them not to make intermarriages, was

- evidently with an eye to the promised sced in Jesus, this fast must be

considered more particularly as a solemn ordinance of faith.

3 And they stood up in their place, and read in
the book of the law of the Lorp their God ore
fourth part of the day; and another fourth part
they confessed, and worshipped the Lorp their

A God. )

The order of the fast is herestated. Reading and prayer divided the

_service. When we have by meditation, and the diligent perusal of God’s

word, informed ourselves of God’s mind; prayer by faith in Jesus
sweetly follows.

4 9 Then stood up upon the stairs of the Le-~
vites, Jeshua, and Bani, Kadmiel, Shebaniah,
Bunni, Sherebiah, Bani, and Chenani, and cried
with a loud voice unto the Lorp their God.

5 Then the Levites, Jeshua, and Kadmiel, Bani,
‘Hashabaniah, Sherebiah, Hodijah, Shebaniah,
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and Pethahiah, said, Stand up and bless the Lord
your God for ever and ever: and blessed be thy
glarious name, which is exalted above all blessing

and praise.

"The sames of the Levites who engaged in the solemn service of the
day are here recorded with henourable testimony. It is a blessed thing
to bear a part in the duties of the sanctuary, when done with a single
eye to God’s glory.

" 6 Thou, even thou, art Lorp alone; thou hast
made heaven, the heaven of heavens, with all their
hosts, the earth, and all things that are therein, the
seas, and all that 4 therein, and thou preservest
them all; and the host of heaven worshippeth thee.

7 Thou artthe Lorp the God, who didst choose
Abram, and broughtest him forth out of Ur of the
Chaldees, and gavest him the name of Abraham

8 And foundest his heart faithful before thee,
and madest a covenant with him to give the land
of the Canaanites, the Hittites, the Amorites, and
the Pcnzzltes, and the Jebusxtes, and the nga—
shites, to give #, I say, to his seed, and hast per-
formed thy words; for thou art righteous :

O And didst see the affliction of our fathers in
Egypt, and heardest their cry by the Red sea;

10 And shewedst signs and wonders upon Pha-
raoh, and on all his servants, and on all the peo-
ple of his land : for thou knewest that they dealt
proudly against them. So didst thou get theea
name, as 2 is this day.

11 And thou didst divide the sea before them,
so that they went through the midst of the sea on
the dry land; and their persecutors thou threwest
into the deeps, as a stone into the mighty waters.

12 Moreover thou leddest them in the day by
a cloudy pillar; and in the night by a pillar of fire,
to give them light in the-way wherein they should’
0.

13 Thou camest down also upon mount Sinai,
and spakest with them from heaven, and gavest
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them right judgments, and true laws, good statues
and commandments:

14 And madest known unto. them thy holy
sabbath, and commandedst them precepts, statutes
and laws, by the hand of Moses thy servant:

15 And gavest them bread from heaven for
their hunwer and broughtest forth water for them
“out of the IOC]( for their thirst, and promisedst
them that they should go in to possess the land
which thou hadst sworn to give them.

16 But they and our fathers dealt proudly, and
hardened their necks, and hearkened not to thy
commandments,

17 And refused to obey, neither were mindful -
of thy wonders that thou didst among them; but
hardened their necks, and in their rebellion ap-
pointed a captain to return to their bondage; but
thou art a God ready to pardon, gracious aund
merciful, slow to anger, and of great kindness, and
forsookest them not.

18 Yea, when they had made them a molten
calf, and said, This és thy god that brought thee
up out of Egypt, and had WlOu"ht great provoca-
tions : \

19 Yet thou in thy manifold mercies forsookest
them not in the wilderniéss: the pillar of the cloud
departed not from themn by day, to lead them in
the way ; neither the pillar of fire by night, to shew
them light, and the way wherein thev should go.

20 Thou cavest also thy good spirit to instruct
them, and \vlthheldest not th) manna from their
mouth, and gavest them, water for their thirst.

21 Yea, foxty years didst thou sustain them in
the wilderness, so that they lacked nothing; their
clothes waxed not old, and their fect swelled not.

22 Moreover thou gavest them kingdoms and
nations, and didst divide them into corners: so
they possessed the land of Sihon, and the land of
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the king of Heshbon, and tie land of Og king of
Bashan.,

23 Their children also multipliedst thou as the
stars of heaven, and broughtest them into the land,
concerning which thou hadst promised.to their fa-
thers, that they should go in to possess .

24 So the children went in and possessed the
land, and thou subduest before them the inhabi-
tants of theland, the Canaanites, and gavest them
into their hands, with their kings, and the people
of the land, that they might do with them as they
would.

25 And they took strong cities, and a fat
land, and possessed houses full of all goods, wells
digged, vineyards, and oliveyards, and fruit trees
in abundance: so they did eat, and were filled, and
became fat, and delighted themselves in thy great
goodness.

26 Nevertheless they were disobedient, and re-
belled against thee, and cast thy law behind their
backs, and slew thy prophets which testified against
them to turn them to thee, and they wrought great
provocations. :

27 Therefore thou deliveredst them into the
hand of their enemies, who vexed them: and in
the time of their trouble, when they cried unto
thee, thou heardest them from heaven ; and accord-
ing to thy manifold mercies thou gavest them sa-
viours, who saved them out of the hand of their
enemies,

28 But after they had rest, they did evil again
before thee: therefore leftest thou them in the
band of their enemies, so that they had the domi-
nion over them: yet when they returned, and
cried unto thee, thou heardest them -from heaven;
and many times didst thou deliver them accord-
ing to thy mercies;

290 And testifiedst against them, that thou
Vor. 1L 4R

v
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mightest bring them again unto thy law: yet
they dealt proudly, and hearkened not unto thy
- commandments, but sinned against thy judg-
ments, (which if a man do, he shall live in them;)
and withdrew the shoulder, and hardened their
neck, and would not hear.

30 Yet many years didst thou forbear them,
and testifiedst against them by thy spirit in thy
prophets: yet would they not give ear: therefore
gavest thou them into the hand of the people of
the lands. . ‘

31 Nevertheless for thy great mercies’ sake
thou didst not utterly consume them, nor forsake

them; for thou art a gracious and merciful God.

This is a beautiful recapitulation of Israel’s history as a church. It
takes in some of the principal features of God’s gracious dealings with
his people in his covenant engagements. And I cannot but beg the
Reader to remark with me how the Lord the Holy Ghost evidently
taught, by causing it to be recorded and handed down in the church’s
bistory, that the best possible argument, in imploring God’s mercy and
blessing upon future occasions, is to tell the Lord what mercies and bless-
ings he hath shewed in what is passed. Reader! make use of this ar-
gument with an eye to Christ; and see liow unanswerable it becomes.
Oh! how precious is it to tell God our Father, who is here called @
God of pardons, in all our approaches, that we hope and expect his
mercy, because he hath already, in the first and greatest of all mercies
in the gift of his dear Son, exceeded all he hath now to bestow, or we
to need.

32 Now therefore, our God, the great, the
mighty, and the terrible God, who keepest cove-
nant and mercy, let not all the trouble seem little
before thee, that hath come upon us, on our
kings, on our princes, and on our priests, and on
our prophets, and on our fathers, and on all thy
people, since the time of the kings of Assyria un-
to this day.

33 Howbeit thou art just in all that is brought
upon us; for thou hast done right, but we have
done wickedly :

34 Neither have our kings, our princes, our

pri,ests, nor our fathers, kept fl)_y law, nor hearken-
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ed unto thy commandments and thy testimonies,
wherewith thou didst testify against them.

35 For they have not served thee in their king-
dom, and in thy great goodness that thou gavest
them, and in the large and fat land which thou
gavest before them, neither turned they from their
wicked works. ‘

36 Behold, we are servants this day, and for
‘the land that thou gavest unto our fathers to eat
the fruit thereof and the good thereof, behold, we
are servants in it:

37 And it yieldeth much increase unto the kings
whom thou hast set over us because of our sins:
also they have dominion over our bodies, and over
our cattle, at their pleasure, and we are in great
distress.

38 And because of all this we make a sure co-
venant, and write i¢; and our princes, Levites, and
priests, seal unto .

Here is contained the great request Israel had to make to the cove-
nant God of their fathers. They acknowledge God’s justice in all
that was come upon them. But they still plead for mercy on the
ground of God’s covenant. And the chapter closes with an account of
the solemn sealing of the covenant anew by the princes, Levites, and
Priests. So that here is a vast deal of gospel in this transaction, For
whether the whole body of Israel were so well informed of the grand
features of the covenant, as to eye the Lord Jesus as the sum and sub-
stance of all, is not to the purpose. It is sufficient to us in proof, that
the Lord’s eye was upon it to this one end. God had given his dear
Son for a covenant to his people. And in the publication of this cove-
nant to Abraham and his seed, certain it is that the charter of it ran in

these words; In thy seed, whick is Christ, shall all the families of the
earth be blessed. Gal. iii. 16, with Gen. xvii. 1—8.

e eI e
REFLECTIONS.

READER! there is a sweet improvement suggested to us in this so-
lemn fast of God’s ancient people, which we shall do well to observe,
for this will be to convert their afflictions into a source for our joy. I
mean the sense they had of the long series of blessings shewn to therms-
and their fathers, and their sad use and abuse of them. And was Is-
rael singular in this? May not you and I justly take up the same lan-
guage? Have not our lives been marked with mercy? Our fathers’
and their fathers’ through every past generation: what do the historieg
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of all speak, but the same solemn truth; God’s grace and man’s un-
worthiness.” Hence the Psalmist, after a long and beautiful recapitula~
tion of divine love and goodness, as manifested in the history of Isracl,
makes' this charming observation; Whoso is wise will pender these
things ; and they shall understand the loving Lindness of the Lord.
And Reader! if we ponder these things as they concern our own private
history, depend upon it, like Israel, we shall discover God’s gracious
tokens all the way along the path of life we bave trodden; and his
pardons and blessings in the midst of all our ingratitude, and rebellion,
and sin. :

But when the mind is oppressed and overwhelmed under such a
sense of departures and backslidings from the Lord God of our fathers,
what a relief is afforded in the coutemplation of God’s covenant love in

> the person and work of. the Lord jesus Christ. How infinitely preci-
ous to every poor sinner becomes the view then of Jesus and his finish-
ed salvation? How delightful is it 1o fake refuge in Jesus when un-
der a conscious sense that I am nothing but sin, he is the Lord my
righteousness; and he is made of God to all his people wisdom, and
righteousness, sanctification and redemption. Gh! precious Re-
deemer! to thee 1 come; in thee my soul finds confidence. Thy blood
‘and righteousness pleads more for thy people’s salvation than all their
transgressions plead against them. Heie, then, do I desire, like the
Printes, and Levites, and Priests of the congregation, to renew the
covenant in thee, for thou art the whole of it, and set to my seal that
God is true.

CHAP. X.
CONTENTS.

This chapter records the names of them that subscribed to the cove-
nant. And here also are the outlines of the covenant ilself.
"OW those that sealed were, Nehemiah, the
- Tirshatha, the son of Hachaliah, and Zidki-
jah, :

2 Seraiah, Azariah, Jeremiah,

3 Pashur, Amariah, Malchijah,

4 Hattush, Shebaniah, Malluch,

5 Harim, Meremoth, Obadiah,

6 Daniel, Ginnethon, Baruch,

7 Meshullam, Abijah, Mijamin,

8 Maaziah, Bilgai, Shemaiah: these were the
priests.

9 And the Levites: both Jeshua the son of
Age;ﬁah, Binnui of the sons of Henadad, Kad-
miel ;
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10 And their brethren, Shebaniah, Hodijah,
Kelita, Pelaiah, Hanan,

1t Micha, Rehob, Hashabiah, )

12 Zaccur, Sherebiah, Shebaniah,

13 Hodijah, Bani, Beninu,

14 The chief of the people; Parosh, Pahath-
moab, Elam, Zatthu, Bani,

15 Punni, Azgad, Bwal,

16 Adonijah, Bwval, Adin,

17 Ater, IIK?kl_jdh Azzur,

18 Hodijah, Hashum, Bezai,

19 Hariph, Anatheth, Nebai,

20 Magpiash, Meshullam, Hezir,

21 Meshezabeel, Zadok, Jaddua,

22 Pelatiah, IIandn Anaiah,

23 Hoshea, Iananiah, Hasnub

24 Hallohesh, Pileha, Shobek,

25 Rehum, Hashabnali, Maaseial,

26 And Ahijah, Hanan, Anan,

27 Malluch, Harim, Baanah,

28 And the rest of the peop]e, the priests, the
Levites, the porters, the singers, the Nethinims,
and all they that had sepaxated themselves from
the people of the lands unto the law of God, their
wives, their sons, and their daughters, every one

having knowledge, and having understanding ;

I did not think it HCCCSDle to interrupt the progress of the readmg
in going over the catalogue of those that signed the covenant. It was
rot done by all the people, but by the elders and leading men,” begin-
ning with the Tirshatha, that is the governor; then followed the
pnests, next to them the Levites; and then the chief of the people;
making in all eighty-four persons, including Neliemiah the governor.
And we are told that the rest of the people ]nmed in the covenant, both
men and their wives, their sons and their daughters; all, as many as
were arrived to years of discretion and knowledge Was not this «
type of the gospel churcli, concerning whieh the Lord promised in the
last days to pour out of his Spirit, that our young men should prophecy,
and our old men see visions, and upon the Lord’s servants and hand-
maidens that grace should be given? What a precious thing it is to be-
hold and trace the uniformity betwcen the Jewish and the gospel
church; and to discover that the covenant is one and the same, being
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founded in the everlastmg love of Jehovah, and summed up and finished
in the person and work of the Lord Jesus Christ.

29 9] 'T'hey clave to their brethren, their nobles,
and entered into a curse, and into an oath, to walk
in God’s law, which was given by Moses the servant
of God, and to observe and do all the command-
ments of the Lorp our Lord, and his judgments
and his statutes;

30 And that we would not give our daughters
unto the peopleof the land, nor take their dauUhterq
for our sous:

31 And 7 the people of the land bring wée or
victuals on the sabbath day to sell, that we would
not buy it of them on the sabbath, or on the holy
day: and that we would leave the seventh year, and.
the exaction of every debt.

32 Also we made ordinances for us, to charge
ourselves yearly with the third part of a shekel for
the service of the house of our God;

33 For the shewbread, and for the continual
meat offering, and for the continual burnt offering,
of the sabbaths, of the new moons, for the set feasts,
and for the holy zhings, and for the sin offerings to
make an atonement for Israel, and forall the work
of the house of our God.

34 And we cast the lots among the priests, the
“Levites, and the people, for the wood offering, to
bring #¢ into the house of our God, after the houses
of our fathers, at times appointed year by year,
to_burn upon the altar of the Lorp our God, as i¢
es written in the law:

35 And to bring the firstfruits of our ground,
and the firstfruits of all fruit of all trees, year by
year, unto. the house of the Lorp: ,

36 Also the firstborn of our sons, and of our
cattle, as ¢f s written in the law, and the firstlings
of our herds and of our flocks, to bring to the
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house of our God, unto the priests that minister
in the house of our God :

.37 And that we should bring the first-fruits of
our dough, and our offerings, and the fruit of all
manner of trees, of wine and of oil, unto the priests,
to the chambers of the house of our God; and the
tithes of our ground unto the Levites, that the same
Levites might have the tithes in all the cities of
our tillage ‘

38 And the priest theson of Aaron shall be with
the Levites, when the Levites take tithes: and the
Levites shall bring up the tithe of the tithes unto
the house of our God, to the chambers, into the
treasure house.

39 For the children of Israel and the children of
Levi shall bring the oftering of the corn, of the new
wine, and the oil, unto the chambers, where are the
vessels of the sanctuary, and the priests that minis-
ter, and the porters, and the singers: and we will
not forsake the house of our God.

Here are some of the particulars to which the people pledged them.
selves by this covenant to be bound. But what 1 would desire the
Reader to regard, as_in my esteem being beautifully descriptive of the
great feature of the gospel, is the redemption of the first-born of their
sons, so strikingly set forth in the law: Exod. xiii. 11—16. And as
this was expressly appointed as typical of the people’s deliverance from
the bondage of Egypt, nothing can be.more plain than that the deliver-
ance from the bondage of sin and death, which that event prefigured,
immediately pointed to the person and work of the Lord Jesus Christ,
Thus we find in all ages, and in all periods of the church, God the
Holy Ghost kept alive in the minds of his people the glorious re-

demption of the Lord Jesus Christ. And the whole covenant from be-
ginning to end referred to this, and in this had its completion.

e R e e

REFLECTIONS.

How truly beautiful is the church of God when considered in her
several orders and characters. Here in this chapter we have a faint
representation of it. The people of God are here set forth as renewing
their covenant, signing and sealing to the testimony of God’s truth,
their right of covenant blessings in him; and his authority and potver
over them by virtue of his having taken them into covenant with him.
These distinguishing relations, if I may so call them, are marked down,
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- Each in his rank and order subscribe his hand to the blessed truth.
The governor begins, the Priests and Levites follow; aud the rest of
the people bring up the great account. And is this not the case of
God’s church and people in all ages? Chosen out of the world, aund
distinguished and set apart from the world, God acknowledgeth himself
1o be the gracious Father of his Christ; and his people in Christ asa
people which he hath formed for himself, and who shall shew forth his
praise. Jesus is the true Tér chatha, the governor of his people; all his
people are made kings and priests unto the Father by him. And as all
his household, both young and old, both high and low, of both sexes,
and characters, subscribe and set to their scal that God is true; so He
graciously poureth out of his Holy Spirit-on all, according to the mea-
sure of the gift of Christ. My soull art thou of this fdml!y? Hath
the Lord this day avouched thee to be his servant? And hast thou
avouched the Lord to be thy God? Yes! blessed Jesus! in thee I
pray te be found. Thou art the covenant, and the whole of the cove-
nant. Here would I subscribe my hand, and set to my seal. And oh!
Blessed Lord, do thou set me as a seal upon thine heart and as a seal
upon thine arm.  Let thy blessed Spirit seal my seul unto the day of
redemption. Amen.

CHAP. XIL

CONTENTS.

* We have in this chapler an account of the residence of the rulers and
certain others who voluntarily undertook to make Jerusalem the place
of their abode. The list also of those chosen by lot to dwell there.

ND the rulers of the people dwelt at Jerusa-
lem: the rest of the people also cast lots, to
bring one of ten to dwell in Jerusalem the holy city,
and nine parts fo dwell in other cities.
2 And the people blessed all the men, that will-
ingly offered themselves to dwell at Jerusalem.

It ‘doth not appear what was the cause that the generality of the
people were averse to live in Jerusalem. (As it was the holy eity, one
might have expected that they would have been more eager to have
tixed their residence there, than in the distant villages or lesser towns of
Israel). Probably the fear of the enemies of Israe] or the apprehen-
sion of the Persian power, under which they were in tribute. Certain
it is, however, that those who volunteered to live there were considered
true patriots, and had the blessing of the people. Reader! even now it

requires much grace to step forward in the cause of Jesus, and declare.
ourselves to be volunteers in his cause.

3 9] Now these are the chief of the province that
dwelt in Jerusalém: butin the cities of Judah dwelt
every ane in his possession in their cities, fo wit,
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Israel, the priests, and the Levites, and the Ne-
thinims, and the children of Solomon’s servants.

4 And at Jerusalem dwelt certain of the children
of Judah, and of the children of Benjamin. Ofthe
children of Judah; Athaiah theson of Uzziah, the
son of Zecharialy, the son of Amariah, the son of
Shephatiah, the son of Mahalaleel, of the children
of Perez;

5 And Maaseiah the son of Baruch, the son of
Col-hozeh, the son of Hazaiah, theson of Adaiah,
the son of Joiarib, the.son of Zechariah, the son
of Shiloni. ‘

6 All the sons of Perez that dwelt at Jerusalem
were four hundred threescore and eight valiant
mei.

7 And these are the sons of Benjamin; Sallu the
son of Meshallam, the son of Joed, the son of Pe~
daiah, the son of Kolaiah, the son of Maaseiah,
the son of Ithiel, the son.of Jesaiah.

8 And after him Gabbai, Sallai, nine hundred
twenty and eight.

9 And Tocl the son of Zichri was their over-
seer: and Judah the son of Senuah was second over
the city.

10 Of the priests: Jedaiah the son of Joxanb
Jachin.

11 Seraiah the son of Iilkiah, the son of Me-
shullam, the son of Zadok, the son of Meraioth,
the son of Ahitub, was the ruler of the house of
God.

12 Andtheir brethren that did the work of the
house were eight hundred twenty and two: and
Adaiah the son of Jerocham, the son of Pelaliah,
the son of Amazi, the son of Zechariah, the son of
Pashur, the son of Malchiah,

13 And his brethren, chief of the fathers, two

hundred forty and two: and Amashai the son of
Vor. Il 4 S
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Azareel; the son of Ahasa1, the son of Meslnlle—
moth, the son of Immer,

14 And their btetlnen, mighty men of valour,
an hundred twenty and eight: and their overseer
was Zabdiel, the son of one ty‘ the great men.

15 Also of the Levites: Shemmah the son of
Hashub, the son of Azrikamn, the son of Hasha-—
biah, the son of Bunni;

16 And Shabbethai "md Jozabad, of the chief of
the Levites, had the oversight of the outwar d bu-
siness of the house of God.

17 And Mattaniah the son of Micha, the son of
Zabdi, the son’of Asaph, was the prineipal to be-
gin the thanksgiving in prayer: and Bakbukiah
the second among lus bretliren, and Abda the son
of Shammua, the son of Galal, the son of Jedu=~
thun.

18 All the Levitesin the holy cxty were two hun=
dred fourscore and four.

19 Moreover the porters, Akkub, Talinon, and
their brethren that kept the gates, were an hun-

dred seventy and two.

That the dwellers in Jerusalem were counted worthy of double ho-
nor is evident from the Holy-Ghost having caused their names to be
thus honourably reeorded. Oh! it is most valuable indeed to be re-
corded among the servants of the Lord. -

20 And the residuc of Israel, of the priests and
the chites, were in all the cities of Judah, every
one in his inheritance.

21 But the Nethinims dwelt in Ophel: and
Llha and Gispa were over the Nethinims.

2 "Theoverseer also of the Levites at Jerusalem
was _Uzm the son of Bani, the son of Hashabiah,
the son of Mattaniah, the son of Micha. Of the
sons of Asaph, the singers were over the business of
the house of God.

23 Tor it wasthe king’s commandment concern-
ing them, that a. cértain portion should be fox thé
singers, due for every daj) ~

’
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24 And Pethaiah the son of Meshezabeel, of the
children of Zerah the son of Judah, was at the
king’s hand in all matters concerning the people.

25 And for the villages, with their fields, some of
the children of Judah dwelt at Kirjath-arba, and
in the villages thereof, and at Dibon, and én the
villages thu eof, and at Jakabzeel, and iz the
v:llatrea thereof. ’

26 Andat Jeshua, and at Moladah, and at Beth-
phelet,

27 Andat Hazar-shual, and at Beer-sheba, and
en the villages thereof,

28 And at Ziklag, and at I\’Iekonah, aind in the
villages thereof,

~9 And at En-rimmon, and at Zdreah, and at
Jarmuth,

30 Lanmh, Adullam, and i their villages, at
Lachish, and the fields thel eof, at Azekah, “and i
the Vx,llages thereof. And they dwelt from Beer-
sheba unto the valley of Hinnom.

31 The children also of Benjamin from Geba
dwelt at Michmash, and Aija, and Beth-el, and m
their villages.

32 And at Anathoth, Nob, Ananiah,

33 Hazor, Ramah, Gittaim,

34 Hadid, Zeboim, Neballat,

35 Lod, and Ouo, the valley of craftsmen.

36 And of the Levxtes were divisions m Judal,

and 1n Benjamin.

No doubt all these, though not resident in Jerusalem, were of high
esteem, and probably gracious souls scattered through the cities and
villages of Judah to be examples of others in followi ving the Lovd. Tt is
well to be noticed in any way that is honourable in the service of the
ford. No oue, however humble in his station, is overiooked or for-
gotten when thus a follower of the Lord, How graciously God himseif
speaks of such, when as the High and lofty One, inhabiting cterity,
Jehovah declares that he duwellelt witk the man. that is of an humble
and contrite spirit, to revive the spirit of the humble, and to revive the
heart of the contrile omes. Isaiah. lvu‘ 15.
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REFLECTIONS.

My soul! whilst thou readest the honourable testimony that is given to
the people who willingly offered themselves to dwell at Jerusalem, the
holy citv; and observest how the people blessed them for it; think of
the yet far happier privilege of those who dwell under the continual
light of God’s countenance, and are citizens with the saints and of the
houschold of faith. 'Their admission into the church is sacred; their
residence there is blessed; great are their privileges, and everlastingly
secure their interest. United t¢ their spiritual head, the Lord Jesus;
united 10 each. other in him; members of his mystical body, and
members of one another; how closely joined to Jesus; what blessings,
mercies, enjoyments, portions, are they born to, and entitled to, by
their new birth, their redemption in Jesus, and their privileges in his
blood and righteousness? My soul! is this thy mercy? Art thou in-
deed a resident in the holy city? Hath the Son of God made thee free
indeed ! oh! how sweet to live under his constant eye; to see now the
king in his beauty by faith, and shortly to see him in his glory! Blessed
king in Zion! precious Lord of Jerusalem, even the beloved Jerusalem,
which in the days of thy flesh thou didst weep over; and for the re-
demption of which thou didst shed thy blood; be thou my chief joy,
my daily portion. Thy people shall indeed dwell alone, and not be
reckoned among the nations, They shall be continually praising thee.
Lord, make me of the happy number, that dwelling in thy Jerusalem
below, I may at length be admitted into the new Jerusalem which is
above, when she shall come down from God out of heaven, prepared as
a bride adorned for her husband, to take all her citizens that God him-
self may be with them, tabernacle for ever in them, and wipe away all
tears from their eyes.

CHAP. XIIL

CONTENTS.

Though this Chapter contains little more than a record of the names
of those who first returned from the captivity with Zerubbabel, yet it
Jorms a most important Chapter, because il hath in it the record of the
several characters as they succeeded in the High Priest’s office.

OW these are the priests and the Levites that
went up with Zerubbabel the son of Sheal-
tiel, and Jeshua: Seraiah, Jeremiah, Ezra,
© 2 Amariah, Malluch, Hattush,
3 Shechaniah, Rehum, Meremoth,
4 Iddo, Ginnetho, Abijah,
5 Miamin, Maadiah, Bilgah,
6 Shemaiah, and Joiarib, Jedaiah,

7 Sallu, Amok, Hilkiah, Jedaiah, These were
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the chief of the priests and of their brethren in
the days of Jeshua.

8 Moreover the Levites: Jeshua, Binnui, Kad-
miel, Sherebiah, Judah, and Mattaniah, which was

over the thanksgiving, he and his brethren.
It should seem 1hat the ofﬁre of supelmtendmg the subjects of

thanksgiving, was of no small importance in the priests’ employment, by
the testimony here given.

9 Also Bakbukiah and Unni, their brethren,

were over against them in the wat(,hes

What is meant by being appointed over against them in the watches,

unless it means making responses in praising God, is not easy to
gather,

10 9 And Jeshua begat Joiakim, Joiakim also
begat Eliashib, and I llashlb begat Jmada,

71 And Jmada begat Jonathan, and Jonathan
begat Jaddua.

12 And in the days of Joiakimm were priests,
the chief of the fathers: of Seraiah, Meraiah; of
Jeremiah, Hananiah;

13 Of Ezra, Meshullam; of Amauah, Jeho-
hanan;

14 Of Melicu, Jonathan; of Shebaniah, Jo-
seph;

%5 Of Harim, Adna; of Meraioth, Helkai ;

16 Of Iddo, Zechariah; of Ginnethon, Me-
shullam;

17 Of Abijah, Zichri; of Miniamin; of Moa-
diah, Piltai;

18 Of Bilgah, Shammua of Shemaiah, Jeho-
nathan; °

19 And of Joiarib, Mattenai; of Jedaiah,
Uzzi;

20 Of Sallai, Kallai; of Amok, Eber;

21 Of Hilkiah, Hashabialy; of Jedaiah, Ne-
thaneel.

22 The Levites in the days of Eliashib, Joiada,
and Johanan, and Jaddua, were recorded chief of
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the fathers: also the priests, to the reign of Da-
rius the Persian.

23 The sons of Levi, the chief of the fathers,
were written 1 the book of the chronicles, even
until the days of Johanan the son of Eliashib.

24 And the chief of the Levites; Ilashabiah,
Sherebiah, and Jeshua the son of Kadmiel, with
their brethren over against them, to praise and to
give thanks, according to the commandment of
David the man of God, ward over against ward.

25 Mattaniah, and Bakbukiah, Obadiah, Me-
shullam, Talmon, Akkub, were porters keeping
the ward at the thresholds of the gates.

26 These were in the days of Joiakim the son
of Jeshua, the son of Jozadak, and in the days of
Nehemiah the governor, and of Ezra the priest,
the scribe.

It should seem that the service of the gates, appointed by David, the
people of the captivicy were anxious to revive. But how it was per-
formed, or what particular service made use of, is not known.

27 And at the dedication of the wall of Jerusa-
lem they sought the Levites out of all their places,
to bring them to Jerusalem, to keep the dedica-
tion with gladness, both with thanksgivings, -and
with singing, with cymbals, psalteries, and with
harps. ' '

28 And the sons of the singers gathered them-
selves together, both out of the plain country
round about Jerusalem, and from the villages of
Netophathi;

29 Also from the house of Gilgal, and out of
the fields of Geba and Azmaveth: for the singers
had builded them willages round about Jeru-
salem.

30 And the priests and the Levites purified
themselves, and purified the people, and the gates,
and the wall. o :

© 31 Then I brought up the princes of Judah
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upon the wall, and appointed two great ecom-
panies of them that gave thanks, wkerecf one went
on the right hand upon the wall towald ‘the duno'
gate;

° 32 And after them went Hoshaiah, and half of
the princes of Judah,

33 And Azariah, Ezra, and Meshullam,

34 Judah, and Benjamin, and Shemaiah, and
Jeremiah,

35 And certain of the priests’ sons with trum-
pets; namely, Zechariah the son of Jonathan, the
son of Shemaiah, the son of Mattaniah, the son
of Michaiah, thc son of Zaccur, the son of
Asaph: \

‘36 And his brethren, Shemaiah, and Azareel,
Milalai, Gilalai, Maai, Nethaneel, and Judah,
IManani, with the musical instruments of David
the man -of God, and Eazra the scribe before
them.

37 And at the fountain gate, which was over
against them, they went up by the stairs of the
cn:y of David, at the going up of the wall, above
- the house of Davxd even unto the water gate east-
ward.

38 And the other company of them that gave.
thanks went over against them, and I after them,
and the half of the people upon the wall, from
-beyond the tower of the {urnaces even unto the
broad wall;

39 And from above the gate of Ephraim, and
above the old gate, and above the fish gate, and
the tower of Hdnaneel and the tower of Mmh,
even unto the sheep gate: and they stoqd still 1n
the prison gate.
© 40 So stood the two companies of tkem that gave
thanks in the housc of God, and I, and the haif
of the rulers with me:
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41 And the priests; Eliakim, Maaseiah, Mi-
niamin, Michaiah, Elioenai, Zechariah, and Ha-
naniah, with trumpets; )

42 And Maaseiah, and Shemaiah, and Eleazar,
- and Uzzi, and Jehohanan, and Malchijah, and

Elam, and Ezer. And the singers sang loud, with
Jezrahiah their overseer. '

43 Also that day they offered great sacrifices,
and rejoiced: for God had made them rejoice with
great joy: the wives also and the. children re-
_joiced: so that the joy of Jerusalem was heard

even afar off.

Nehemiah had very largely described, in the former part of his book,
the labours in building the wall; and therefore he will not pass over
the dedication of it. 'The account is truly interesting. And as he him-
self, though governor, took an active part in the service, it is no won-
der that all ranks and orders of the people joined in the festivity. The
joy was so great, that their voices and musical instrunzents were heard
afar off. But Reader! think what joy of soul that will be, when t/e
Lord shall build up Zion, and her glory shall appear. -When the
king of Zion shall arise to turn away ungodliness {from Jacob! In the
longing expectation of this great event, how hath the mind of the faith-
‘ful beeén directed in all ages! How fervent the cry which hath in dif-
ferent periods burst from innumerable hearts; Lord, cut short thy work
in righteousness, and hasten thy kingdom !

44 And at that time were some appointed over
the chambers for the treasures, for the offerings,
for the firstfruits, and for the tithes, to gather in-
to them out of the fields of the cities the portions
of the law for the priests and Levites: for Judah
rejoiced for the priests and for the Levites that
waited.

45 And both the singers and the porters kept

“the ward of their God, and the ward of the puri-
fication, according to the commandment of David,
and of Solomon his son.

46 For in the days of David and Asaph of old
there were chief of the singers, and songs of praise
and thanksgiving unto God.

47 ‘And all Israel in the days of Zerubbabel,



CH. XIIL] - NEHEMIAH. 685

]

and in the days of Nehemiah, gave the portions
of the singers and the porters, every day his por-
tion: and they sanctified koly things unto the Le-
vites; and the Levites sanctified them unto the

children of Aaron. :

I pass over every inferlor consideration in those verses, to call th
Reader’s attention to what appears to me infinitely surpassing every
other: 1 mean, that the holy songs of Nehemiah were evideatly corres-
ponding, if not in the very words with David’s Psalms; for so it is here
remarked; and let the Reader recollect that all these treated of Jesus.
Of the incarnate Jehovah Nehemiah therefore sung.  What a blessed
testimony that the same gospel views as we now have, and the same
gospel songs as we now sing, were in the days of Nehemiah. The only
difference lies here: they sung of him that was to come—one of his
well-known titles, Weé sing of him that hath come, and accom-
plished all things. But one and the same subject occupied the minds
of both, namely, Redemption. Blessed be God, may the church say,
in all ages, for Jesus Christ, the Lamb slain from the foundation of the-
world.  We have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins,
utccording tv the riches of his grace. "Ephes. i. 7.

REFLECTIONS:

FrowM the perusal of this Chapter my soul may learn that the mi-
nutest point belonging to the church of Jesus, in all ages, hath been in-
teresting, The very porters of God’s house are spoken of with honour-
able testimony. "David, indeed, though a ptince, and a great one, de-
clares himself that he would rather have been @ door-keeper in the house
of God than dwell in the tents of ungodliness. Think, then, my
soul, to what an honour art thou arrived, if so be Jesus hath betrothed
thee to himself, and made thee his in an everlasting covenant and union
not to be broken? Pause, and contemplate thine high privileges.
Given by God thy Father to the person of his dear Son, Jesus hath
bought thee, purchased thy ransom, subdued the unwillingness and
stubbornness of thy nature by the sovereignty of his grace; endowed
thee with all spiritual gifts, and graces, and blessings; undertaken, by
the influences of his Spirit, to complete thine education; and by his
own power when life is ended to bring thee unto glory. Are these thy
nercies, my soul, and thy privileges in Jesus! And dost thou not love
him, adere him, desire to live to him, and make him thy whole glory?
Oh! precious Redeemer! be thou more and more precious, more and
more lovely and desirable to my view. Oh, marvellous grace! Oh,
stupendous mercy! Jesus hath loved me, and given himself for me, an
offering and a sacrifice of a sweet smelling savour! Lord! banish all
other thoughts, drive out every buyer and seller from thy temple,
which is my body and thy lawful right. Come in, Lord Jesus, and
live, and reign, and dwell there. Be thou my God, my Lord, my
righteousness, and let my soul’s salvation be to thy glory.

Vor. 1L 4T
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CIHAP. XIII.
CONTENTS. ]

: We here arrive to the close of Nehemial’s wise and pious govern-
ment. The chapter relates several interesting circumstances. Nene-
miah had returned to his master.at Persia; and as it should seem, was
permitted to visit Jerusalem a second time.  He reforus certain abuses
crept in during his absence, and particularly restores the sabbathi to its
original sanctity. o N ‘
ON that day they read in the book of Moses in

the audience of the people; and therein was
found written, - that the Ammouvite and the
Moabite-should not come into the congregation
of God for ever; ;

2 Because they-met not the children of Israel
with bread and with water, but hired Balaam
against them, that he should curse them: howbeit,
our God turned the curse into a blessing.

3 Now it came to pass, when they had heard
the law, that they separated {rom Israel all the
mixed multitude. '

The history of Moab’s conduct to Israel, and the vile.attempt of Ba-
laam, we have Numb. xxii. 23, 24. And the Lord’s commands in con-
sequence we have Deut. xxiii. 3—5. But.added to these, the prohibis
tion of alliances with the people of the land was among the distinguish-
ing features of the Lord’s covenant. God’s people were to dwell alone,
and not to be reckoped among the nations. Oh! how precious and
blessed is it in all,thiss..to, eye Jesus. I must not dismiss these verses
without first taking notice how blessed the reading of the law was to
the people. When they, had leard of God’s holy will, that the
stranger should be separated from Israel, the people obeyed. See, my.-
soul, how. vastly important it is to have the word of the Lord read in
our churches, in our houses, familjes and closets. . Oh! blessed book
of God, I would say, thou Holy Bible, the merciful epistle sent down
from heaven;, be thou my meditation all the day, and let mine eyes pre-
vent the night watches, that I may be, occupied in it. Oh! blessed
Jesus, thou holy Lamb, who alonewast found worthy to open the book,
and loose the;e&;@,ﬁq thou, Lord, open.to my soul all the wondrous
ihings of thylaw ; and open any heart to the right apprebension of it, that
1may separate all that is mixed. and corrupt inmy.heart, aud-cast it out,

4 4 And-before this, Eliashib the priest, hav-
ing the oversight of the chiamber of the house of
our God, was allied .unto Tobialit |
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5 And he had prepared for him a great chamber,
where aforetime they laid the meat offerings, the
fiankincense, and the vessels; and the tithes of the
corn, the new wine, and the oil, which was com-
manded to be given to the Levites, and the singers,
and the porters; and the offerings of the priests.

6 But in all this #ime was not I at Jerusalem :
forin the two and thirtieth year of Artaxerxes king
of Babylon came I unto the king, and after certain
days obtained I leave of the king:

7 And I came to Jerusalem, and understood of
the evil that Eliashib did for Tobiah, in prepar-
ing him a chamber in the courts of the house of
God. :

8 And it grieved me sore: therefore I cast forth
all the household stuft of Tobiah out of the cham-
ber. ‘

9 Then I commanded, and they cleansed the
‘chambers : and thither brought I again the vessels
of the house of God, with the meat offering and
the frankincense.

It should seem very plainly from what is here said, that Nehemiah
‘had returned to Persia, and now was come back to Jerusalem. Dur-
‘ing his absence Eliashib the High Priest, to his everlasting disgrace,
from his alliance with Tobiak, had not anly paid this open enemy of
"God and his church great respect, but had dared to desecrate the tem-
.ple by giving him an apartment in it: and to make room for him had
yemoved the things belonging to the temple service. ' What an awful cha-
ractermust have been this High Priest! Oh! how unlike thee, thou great
‘High Priest'of our God and of thy people! But stop, my soul; doth
not every minister do the same, nay, if possible, worse than Eliashib,
.who substitates falshood for truth in the services of the sanctuary?
Who teaches the people toaccommodate Tobiaks of every description and
character, instead of Christ. Alas! alas! what rubbish of any thing,
of nothing, of worse than nothing, is sometimes made to supply the
_place of Jesus, and his one-salvation, for poor perishing sinners. Oh!
for the spirit given to Nehemiah to reform these abuses, to be poured

out now, that an holy zeal might cast forth the false refuges of lies out
of the Lord’s chambers wherever they are found.

10 And I perceived that the portionsof the Le-

vites had not been given them : for the Levites and
) . 4T2
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the singers, that did the work, were fled every one
to his field.

11 Then contended I with the rulers, and
said, Why is the house of God forsaken? And I
gathered them together, and set them in their
place.

12 Then broughtall Judah the tithe of the corn
and the new wine and the oil unto the treasuries.

13 And I made treasurers over the treasuries,
Shelemiah the priest, and Zadok the scribe, and .
of the Levites, Pedaiah: and next to them wus
Hanan the son of Zaccur, the son of Mattaniah :
for they were counted faithful, and their office was
to distribute unto their brethren. ;

This forms an interesting passage, and makes a good lesson for the
regulation of ministers with their people. Wherefore the Levites had
fled, is not said. I should hope not because their stipend was kept
back. And yet if they fled away, and in consequence the people then
.withheld it, the story tells much worse. 1In either case it is a sorry re-
presentation, Had the Levites kept up an eye to God, however ill
their services were requited, God would have taken care that his ser-
vants should have been fed. Oh! what an huge volume of complaints
is gone up before God, and the dreadful pages multiplying daily, of un-
faithful ministers fleeing from their post like those Levites; fleecing, but
not feeding their flocks; and taking wages, but giving no service.  And
on the other hand, how many of the people receiving their ministers la-
bors, but not requiting them, except with ill-will: of all horrible ac-
counts at the last day, surely this will be found the most tremendous !

14 Remember me, O my God, concerning this,
and wipe not out my-good deeds that I have done
for the house of my God, and for the offices
thercof. s

I admire the frequent expression of Nehemiah in which he prays to
be remembered. It is not said by way of heightening his labours; for
let the Reader remark with me, he doth not ask for a reward, but only
the Lord’s remembrance of him. Sweetly, Lord Jesus, doth it suggest

thy desire of being remembered by thy disciples, when in the holy sup-
per thou didst provide a standing token for a memorial.

15 In those days saw I in Judah some treading
wing presses on the sabbath, and bringing in
sheaves, and lading asses;’ asalso wine, grapes, and
figs, and all manner of burdens, which they g?ought
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into Jerusalem on the sabbath day : and I testified
against them in the day wherein they sold victuals.

16 There dwelt men of Tyrealso therein, which
brought fish, and all manner of ware, and sold on
the sabbath unto the children of Judah, and in Je-
rusalem. : .

17 Then I contended with the nobles of Judah,
and said unto them, What evil thing s this that ye
do, and profane the sabbath day?

18 Did not your fathers thus, and did not our
-God bring all this evil upon us, aud upon this city?
-yet ye bring more wrath upon Israel by profaning
the sabbath. )

19 And it came to pass, that when the gates of .
Jerusalem began to be dark before the sabbath, I
commanded that the gates should be shut, and
charged that they should not be opened till after
the sabbath: and some of my servants set I at the
gates, that there should no burden be brought in on

. the sabbath day. :

20 So the merchants and sellers of all kind of
ware lodged without Jerusalem once or twice,

21 Then I testified against them, and said unto
them, Why lodge ye about the wall? if ye do so
again, I will lay hands on you. From that time
torth came they no more on the sabbath.

22 And I commanded the Levites that they
should cleanse themselves,and that they should come
and keep the gates, to sanctify the sabbath day.
Remember me, O my God, concerning this also,
and spare me according to the greatnéss of thy
mercy. ,

Reader! doth it nat strike thy mind while reading this account of .
the profanation of the sabbath, that there is but too great a resemblance
. between the days of Nehemiah and the present, in this crying sin of our
guilty land. Must not every one say that will speak the truth, that there
aever was a period more alarmingly evil in this particular than the pre-
sent.  Oh! ye masters of families! parents of the rising generation !
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are ye pot seuouaiy concerned what ]udﬂments of the Lord may fol-
Tow ! and will ye not attempt a reform to prevent ‘a sin big’ with the
most awful evil, both as 1t concerns the present life and that whichis to
come. -And oh! ye ministers of the sanctuary and faithful magistrates
of the people, may the Lord encourage your hearts and hands to follow
the bright example of Nehemiah, and to bring back the hallowed sab-
batlis of the Lord to their original sanctity.  Nehemial’'s prayer at the
close of this passage for God s remembrance of him, sweetly explams
the sense in which-he looked .for that remembrance ; namely, in the
greatness of divine mercy. And where is the greatuess of God’s mercy
but in Jesus Christ.

23 In those days also saw I Jews that had mar-
med wives of Ashdod, of Ammon, and of Moab.

< 24 Aud their children spake half in the speech
of Ashdod, and could not speak in the Jews’ lan<
guage, but dCCOldlﬂ"’ to the language of each
people.

25 And 1 contended with them, and cursed

- them, and smote certain of them, and plucked off
their bair, and made them sware by God, saying,
Ye shall not give your daughters unto their sons,
nor take then daughters unto your sons, or for
¥ ourselves.

- 96 "Did not Solomon king of Isn ael sin by these
things? yetamong many nations was there no king
fike him, who was beloved of his God, and God
made him king over all Israel: nevertheless event
him did outlandish women cause to sin.

27 Shall we then hearken unto you to do all
this' great evil, to transgress against our God in
mdnymé, strange wives ?

28" And onc of the sons of Joiada, the son of Elia-
shib the high priest, wasson in law to Sanballat the
Horonite: “thercfore I chased him from wie.

29 Remember them, O my God, because they
have defiled the pr iesthood, and the covenant of
the priesthood, and of the Levites.

30 Thus cleansed 1 them fromall strangers, and

“appointed the wards of the priests and the Levites,
every one in his business;
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¢.attimesappointed;
and for the firstfruits.  Remewber me, O my God,
for good. : ‘
Here we have recorded another instance of the zeal of Nehemiah in
reforming abuses, both as it concerned the divine honor, and the peo-
ple’s happiness. Nothing could he more important than the preserva-
tion of God's people to themselves. The Lord by the prophet com-
plained of this abuse. Ikad planted thee (said God) a noble vine, wholly
e right sced; how then art thou turned into the degenerate plant of &
strange vine unto me. Jeremiah ii. 21. And spiritually considered,
did it not all along point to the undefiled union between Jesus aud his
church;—Jesus and his people? How sad a breach then was this un-
gracious alliance in God’s Israel? And that even the sons of the
Priests should be foremost in this degeneracy! Nehemiah closes his
book with once more repeating his prayer, for the Lord’s remembrance
of him. And that blessed promise which God hath left upon record by
his servant the prophet seems to be a sweet answer. The Lord hearken-
ed and heard it ; and a book of remembrance was wyritten before him.
And the Lord adds, and they shall be mine, saith the Lord of hosts, in
the day when I make up my jewels. Malachi iii. 16, 17.
B 5 -2 b2 ]
REFLECTIONS.

BeHoLD, ny soul! how God’s people have been enjoined in all ages
to keep separate from all others, and rever to mingle with them, much
less to form alliances with them, and learn their works. See then that
thou art come out from among them and touch unot the unclean thing.
In God's original appointment tlie people of his dear Son dwell alone.
They have a distinct mark and character, Given to Jesus. Purchased,
redeemed, ransomed by Jesus. Regenerated by the spirit of Jesus, and
set as a seal of the Spirit on Jesus’ hand, and én Jesus’ heart. Oh?
then as one of the Lord’s ransomed sinners may it be my portion thus to
be known, and distinguished. Let no Tobiaks, no Sanballats, neither
Ammonites nor Hanaanites be in my alliance. But oh! let me be found
one with Jesus, united to my Lord: and Christ my Lord be formed in
my heart, the hope of glory. And oh! for grace to be so known in reve-
rencing the sabbaths of my Lord, the ordinances of Jesus, his word, the
ministrations of his grace, and all his holy things. Lord, remember
me for my good in all'these, zccording to the greatness of thy mercies,
in Jesus thy dear and ever blessed Son.

And now farewell, thou noble Tirshathe, thou magnanimous Neke-
miak, thou great and faithful servaat of the most high God! 1 pray
for grace to imitate thy lovely example. And amidst all the opposition
of the Sanballats and Tobichs of the present day, may it be my hap-
piness to be distinguished, as thouwertin thy geueration, valiant for the
truths sake; and only zealous to be approved before God.

But oh! Almighty God! thou who didst give to Nehemiah all he
possessed of fortitude and grace in this blessed cause; to thee would I
chiefly look, and while delighted with the history of the servant, recog-

31 And for the wood offering
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————

nize the hand of the Almighty Master; influencing, guiding, guarding,
and giving success to Nehemiah in all! Yes! Holy Spirit! it is thou
which hast in all agesraised up faithful servants, to be honoured i1«
struments in thy almighty haund, for good to thy people. To thee,
then, be all the praise and all the glory. T desire to bless thee for thy
mercies to this great man, in giving him so distinguished a post in thy
church. I desireto bless thee for causing his history to be handed down
as an example to succeeding ages. And oh! Lord, grant that all may
be blessed to bring glory to God, and happiness to thy people in Je-
sus Christ, to whom with the Father and the Ioly Ghost be endless
praise. Amen. .
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