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LEVITICUS,
GENERAL OBSERVATIONS.

MUsT not forget to remind the Reader, that he place over this

third Book of Moses, as in the two former, the same Motto,
Moses wrote of Christ. For here, in every part of this Volume,
in a very eminent degree, under types, and figures, may be dis-
covered the most striking allusions, to the Person, and Offices, and
Character, of the Lord Jesus Christ.

The Book itself, is called Leviticus, because it contains, the laws
and ordinances of the Levitical Priesthood: in which department,
the tribe of Levi particularly ministered. Here are contained, all
the special rites and ceremonies relating to purification, which be-
longed to the Tabernacle service. And, as the Apostle, under the
gospel dispensation, had it in express authority from the Holy
Ghost, to tell the Church, that these were the shadow of good
things to come, but the body was Christ; it may serve to teach us,
with what awakened attention, and earnestness, accompanied with
prayer to the Lord, to be directed in our perusal of it, we ought
to read this holy Book. Coloss. ii. 16, 17. Heb. vii. 11. x. 1.

It will be readily acknowledged, by every lover of this precious
Book of Leviticus, that to an unenlightened, carnal Reader, there
will appear, many things in it, dry and uninteresting. But to a
soul truly taught of God the Holy Ghost, whose blessed office it
is, to take of the things of Jesus, to shew unto his people, he will
find so many delightful sketches of the great Redeewer, marked
here and there through the whole Book, in type and shadow, as
will abundantly refresh the mind, in the contemplation of Him
who is the same yesterday, and to day, and for ever. Reader!
look steadily at the character of Aaron, as he is represented in this
Book of God: consider him, as peculiarly called of Sod, to be an
high Priest: anointed to the service: going in before the people,
in this great office, in all his ministraiions: behold him aad his
offerings accepted; and divine blessings following : and then turn to
the Gospel, and trace him, whom Aaron represented; and I ven-
ture to believe, that if the Ho!y Ghost, be your teacher, you will
discover, such a striking resemblance as will overpower your mind,
with the most absolute conviction, that in all 4aron’s ministration,
it was the Lord Jesus in his priestly office, whom he typified, and
represented.

It will be proper, to inform the Reader, before he enters upon
the perusal of this book, that as it is a book of laws and ordinances,
he must not expect to find any thing relating to the history of the
Church in it. Indeed, there is nothing of the kind in it, excepting
a short account, in the Sth, 9th, and 10th Chapters, and also in the
24th Chapter, which can be considered as historical. The Reader,

Vor. 1. 3 H
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will recollect therefore, that as the Church’s history, to the close of
Exodus, brought on the ®ra of Creation, to the year 2514, that is
about 1490 ycars before the coming of Christ; the beginning and
close of Leviticus leaves it just the same.

I will detain the Reader no longer, from entering upon the peru-
sal of Leviticus, than just to observe to him, that if, as he goes
aloug, he finds his mind exercised, as well he may, in beholding the
long, tedious, and painful train of sacrifices, of the law, which as
the apostle saith, was « yoke, whick neither our futhers nor we
were able to bear; (Acts xv. 10) 1 pray God to give him grace, at
the same time, both to behold in it, God’s unalterable displeasure
at sin, which those sacrifices manifested ; and to feel his heart drawn
out, vet more and more in every review of them, in love to him,
who aloue could dv away sin by the sacrifice of himself, and who
hath by that sacrifice of himself once offered, for ever perfected
them thal are sanctified. Hail! thou holy Lamb of God! thou
gicat High Priest, the altar, and sacrifice, for thy people!

CHAP. I

CONTENTS.

The book of Leviticus, opens with the subject of sacrifices, and par-
ticularly of that which is among the first of them, burnt-offerings ;
Jrom what herd the sacrifice is to be taicen from among beasts; or
Jrom what bird among the fowls.

q ND the Lorp called unto Moses and spake
unto him out of the tabernacle of the con-
gregation, saying:

In the opening of this book, some precious improvements arise of a
spiritual nature. At first we are told that God called to Moses. Here-
in Moses was a type of Christ. See Johni. 18. Heb. i. 12.  Second-
ly, God called to Moses, out of the tabernacle. Herein again, Jesus is
represented: for all the words of God the Father, are from the mercy
seat, in and through his Son Jesus Chirist.  John xiv. 0.

2 9] Speak unto the children of Israel, and say
unto them, If any man of you bring an offering
unto the Lorbp, ye shall bring your offering of the
cattle, even of the herd, and of the flock.

There is somewhat very striking in this idea, of offering to the Lord.
Even by the luw of nature, man seems directed to do homage to the

Lord. But under revelation, his conscience enforceth this, by reason of
sin.  Micah vi. 0.

3 4 If his offering be a burnt sacrifice of the
herd, let him offer a male without a blemish: he
shall ofter it of his own voluntary will at the door
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of the tabernacle of the congregation before the

Lorbp.

Observe the unblemished sacrifice! Was not this typical of the Lord
Jesus? 1 Pet.i. 18, 19. Observe also, it was to be voluntary. I beg
the Reader to remark with me, how sweetly this referred to the Lord
Jesus. So grand and important a part of Christ’s mission, was the free-
ness of it in the conduct of our dear Lord, that I venture to believe the
Evangelist John in his relation of the sniferings of Christ, had this in
view in a very striking manner, through the whole of Christ’s passion.
See John xviii. throughout, and particularly 1, 4, 7, 8, 11, verses. 2 Cor.
ix. 7. Observe also, the offering was to be at the door. Did not this
imply the unworthiness of the giver? Deut. v. 27.

4 And he shall put his hand upon the head of
the burnt offering: and it shall be accepted for him
to make atonement for him.

Was not this laying of the hand upon the head of the sacrifice, meant
to testify the transferring of the guilt of him that offered the sacrifice,

upon the sacrifice itself, and presenting it thus to God? And did not
this, most expressly typify Christ? Gal. iii. 13.

5 And he shall kill the bullock before the Lorp:
and the priest’s, Aaron’s sons, shall bring the
blood, and sprinkle the blood round about upon
the altar that as by the door of the tabernacle of
the congregation.

Was not this killing of the bullock, a representation, that the Lord
Jesus, should suffer by his death, on the cross, for the sins of his people?
1 Pet.iii. 18. And by the sprinkling of the blood, was it not meant to
signify, that the merits of Jesus’s death, and righteousness, must be ap-
plied to the sinner, who is made the happy partaker of salvation? Heb.
xii. 24. Did not the sprinkling of the blood round about the Altar,
teach the preciousness of Christ’s atonement, in the Godhead of his per-
son? 1 Pet.i. 2. ‘

6 And he shall slay the burnt offering, and cut
it into pieces.

Was not the dividing of the offering intended to represent, how the
merits, and efficacy of Christ’s sacrifice, is divided over the whole earth?
Mal. i. 11. Haggai ii. 7.

7 And the sons of Aaron the priest shall put
fire upon the altar, and lay the wood in order up-
on the fire.

8 And the priests, Aaron’s sons, shall lay the
parts, the head, and the fat, in order upon the
wood that s on the fire which z upon the altar.

3112
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Did not the burning imply, the just wrath of God for sin? Heb.

xil. 29.

9 But his inwards and his legs shall he wash in
water: and the priest shall burn all on the altar,
to be a burnt sacrifice, and offering made by fire, of

a sweet savour unto the Lorp.

Did not the washing, carry the idea with it, of the laver of regene-
ration? Ezek. xxxvi. 25, 26. Titus iii. 5. And did not this offering
made by fire, intimate how precious an offering that was before God,
which the Lord Jesus made for human transgression? Ephes. v. 2.
1 Pet. ii. 5.

10 € And if his offering be of the flocks, name-
Yy, of the sheep, or of the goats, for a burnt sa-

crifice; he shall bring it a male without blemish.

This seems to have been a provision made for poorer Israelites, that
such as had not ability to offer a beast of great expence, might bring a
less. Luke ii. 24.

11 And he shall kill it on the side of the altar
northward before the Lorp: and the priests,
Aaron’s sons, shall sprinkle his blood round about
upon the altar:

12 And he shall cut it into his pieces, with his
head and his fat: and the priest shall lay them in
order on the wood that s on the fire which is up-
on the altar:

13 But he shall wash the inwards and the legs
with water: and the priest shall bring ¢ all, and
burn ¢t upon the altar: it s a burnt sacrifice, an
offering made by fire, of a sweet savour unto the

Lorp.
Observe the same order, is observed as before. Rich, and poor, are
in soul concerns alike. Rom. ii. 11.

14 9 And if the burnt sacrifice for his offering
to the Lorp e of fowls, then he shall bring his
offering of turtle doves, or of young pigeons.

15 And the priest shall bring it unto the altar,
and wring off his head, and burn # on the altar;
and the blood thereof shall be wrung out at the
side of the altar:

16 And he shall pluck away his crop with his
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feathers, and cast it beside the altar on the east
part, by the place of the ashes:

17 Aund he shall cleave it with the wings there-
of, but shall not divide i asunder: and the priest
shall burn it upon the altar, upon the wood that’
s upon the fire: it is a burnt sacrifice, an offering
made by fire, of a sweet savour unto the Lorp.

So again, the same appointment, only as the things themselves made

the difference necessary in the offering of them. But all pointed to Je-
sus, as the one all-suflicient sacrifice. Heb. x. 4—14.

R
REFLECTIONS.

PAUSE my soul, over the perusal of these shadowy representations,
and under a most yerfect conviction, that neither the blood of beasts,
nor of birds, can take away sin, beliold in them the most lively types,
of the ever blessed Jesus! He was brought, indeed, to the Altar, a will-
ing sacrifice. He was led, as a lamb to the slaughter. Upon his sa-
cred head, by faith, his people now lay their hands; and coufess over
him those sins, which merit the punishment he suffered. His soul

_and body were indeed divided, for the moment of death, but soon
united together, to see no corruption. And when he had made his soul
an oflering for sin, he ascended in the offering made by fire, of his
own merits and death, as a sweet smelling savour of propitiation, for
his people betore God. Oh! thou holy, immaculate, precious Lamb of
God, which taketh away the sins of the world; may it be my portion to
have an everlasting interest in all the merits of thy sacrifice.  And since
I am poor, and wretched, in all pretensions to divine favour, may my
offering, at the door of the tabernacle, bhe this, to bring Jesus, in the
arms of my faith, that in him, and his precious redemption, I may find
favour with God. Oh! may thy blood, be sprinkled, upon my guilty
conscience, and iy whole soul be washed in the laver of regeneration;
and that the Lord the Holy Ghost may enable me to present my body,
a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is my reasonable
service.

CHAP. II

CONTENTS.

This Chapter, in prosecuting the law of ordinances, relates the ap.
pointments respecting of the meat-offerings; which consisted of flour,
with oil, and incense: the method to be used, in the preparalion of the
offerings, is also here pointed out; and some regulations noticed, re-
specting the offering of the first fruits in the ear of corn.

AND when any will offer a meat offering un-
to the Lorp, his offering shall be of fine
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flour: and he shall pour oil upon it, and put
frankincense thereon.

As there was to be a daily sacrifice, see Exod. xxix. 38, 39. So it
should seem, that the offering with frankincense, was also daily. Did -
not the one point to the daily efficacy of the blood of Christ? And
did not the other set forth the necessity of his daily intercession? Rev.
viii. 3, 4.

2 And he shall bring it to Aaron’s sons the
priests: and he shall take thereout his handful of
the flour thereof, and of the oil thereof, with all
the frankincense thereof; and the priest shall burn
the memorial of it upon the altar, #0 de an of-
fering made by fire, of a sweet savour unto the

Lorbp:
Was not this bringing of the offering to Aaron, typical of believers
bringing all their offerings to Jesus for acceptance? Joln xiv. 6.

3 And the remnant of the meat offering shall be
Aaron’s and his sons’: # és a thing most holy of

the offerings of the Lorp made by fire.

The presentation to the priest no doubt meant to imply, that allis the
Lord’s. So in the gospel, the same is read to us-in every ordinance;
Christ is all, and in all.  Of thine own Lord do we give thee. 1 Cor.
ix. 13.  Numb. xviii. 12.

4 And if thou bring an oblation of a meat of-
fering baken in the oven, ét shall be unleavened
cakes of fine flour mingled with oil, or unleavened
wafers anointed with oil.

5 And if thy oblation be a meat offering baken
in a pan, it shall be of fine flour unleavened,
mingled with oil.

6 Thou shalt part it in pieces, and pour oil
thereon: it s a meat offering. .

7 And if thy oblation be a meat offering baken
in the fryingpan, it shall be made of fine flour
with oil.

8 And thou shalt bring the meat offering that is
made of these things unto the Lorp: and when
it is presented unto the priest, he shall bring it
unto the altar.

9 And the priest shall take from the meat of-
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fering a memorial thereof, and shall burn #f upon
the altar: ¢ s an offering made by fire, of a sweet
savour unto the Lorbp.

10 And that which is left of the meat offering
shall be Aaron’s and his sons’: # s a thing most
holy of the offerings of the Lorp made by fire.

All these directions, had no doubt, some spiritual signification, for the
fire with which they were to be preparcd and offered up, evidently
pointed to the Spirit’s work upon the heart, in the presentation of them.
Hence the Apostle speaks, in allusion to those services; Philip. iv. 18.
Heb. xiii. 15, 16.

11 No meat offering, which ye shall bring un-
to the Lorp, shall be made with leaven: for ye
shall burn no leaven, nor any honey, in any offer-
ing of the Lorp made by fire.

We read before of God’s solemn prohibition of leaven. Exod. xii. 15.
No doubt some important doctrine was veiled under this covering.
And what more likely, than to teach, that a whole Savior, and not
leavened with the supposed merit of our creature works, is the true, and
only redemption, for the soul. Gal. v. 2. vi. 14. Perhaps, the pro-
hibition, of the use of honey, in those offerings by fire, was, because it

was so likely to ferment, and thereby of itself when mixed with flour,
make leaven, without the intention of the Israelites.

12 9 As for the oblation of the first fruits, ye
shall offer them unto the Lorp: but they shall

not be burnt on the altar for a sweet savour.
The offering not burnt upon the Altar, might have honey in it, be-
cause this was for the priests. Lev. xxiii. 17. 2 Chron. xxxi. 5.

13 ¢ And every oblation of thy meat offering
shalt thou season with salt; neither shalt thou
suffer the salt of the covenant of thy God to be
lacking from thy meat offering : with all thine of-

ferings thou shalt offer salt.

Was not this se/t, a striking similitude, of the merits of the Re-
deemer. Observe the expression, the salt of the covenant of thy God.
And where Jesus is wanting, what sacrifice can be acceptable ? Is not
this gracious salt, even the Lord Jesus himself, in his person, and
offices, that alone which preserves our souls, from corruption? Mark
ix. 49.

14 And if thou offer a meat offering of thy first
fruits unto the Lorp, thou shalt offer for the meat
offering of thy first fruits green ears of corn dried
by the fire, ezen corn beaten out of full ears.
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15 And thou shalt put oil upon it, and lay
frankincense thereon: it is a meat offering.
16 “And the priest shall burn the memorial of it,
part of the beaten corn thereof, and part of the
oil thereot, with all the frankincense thereof: s

an offering made by fire unto the Lorp.

All offerings to the Lord must be of the first and best. To offer other-
wise is mockery. Mal. i. 14. And is not the Lord Jesus here again
set forth! Was he not the first and best, and offered to God, an offer-
ing in the prime of life? And was he not presented with the sacrifice of
fire? Heb. ix. 14.

et Ao
REFLECTIONS.

READER! In every offering, oblation, and sacrifice, seek for Jesus.
Whether among the fruits of the earth, in the fine flour, the oil, and
frankincense, or among the daily lamb of the Israelite: all pointed to
him, and in him had their object completed. And while you pray, for
the Holy Ghest, thus to enlighten the eyes of your understanding, in the
knowledge of him, pray no less for grace also, that in all your offerings
to God by faith in him, no leaven may be mingled with the all-perfect
oblation of Jesus. Seek nothing, bring nothing, depend upon nothing,

. know nething, in a way of acceptance with God, but Jesas Christ, and
him crucified. And while this grand and only means of salvation, is
made the security of your soul, beg of the Lord also, that all your sacri-
fices, be saited with the salt of the covenant of your God. Oh! for the
Lord Jesus, to preserve, by his purifying salt of spiritual grace, both
your soul, and my soul, that we may have this salt in ourselves, and
peace one with another.

CHAP. IIL
CONTENTS.

In pursuing the order of appointments, under the Levitical dispen-
sation, this Chapler contains the account of the institution of peace-
ofterings; which are to be taken from the herd, a bullock or an heifer ;
or from the flock, either a lamb, or a goat.

AND if his oblation be a sacrifice of peace of-
fering, if he offer # of the herd; whether it
. be a male or female, he shall offer it without blemish
before the Lorbp.

“Is not the peace, which the Lord Jesus hath made for his people,
in the blood of his crcss, intended by this shadowy representation?
Observe, this peace offering was to be without blemish. Was not this
evidently alluding to Christ? Compare Exod. xii. 5, with 1 Pet.
i 19.

2 Aund he shall lay his hand upon the head of
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his offering, and kill it af the door of the taber-
nacle of the congregation: and Aaron’s sous the
priests shall sprinkle the blood upon the altar

round about.

Observe, the laying on of the hand upon the head of the offering.
What could moie strikingly represent the transfer of sin? And is not
this trausfer made of sin to the person of Christ? Compare Levit. vi.
21, with 2 Cor. v. 21. Isaiah hii. 7—11.

3 And he shall ofter of the sacrifice of the peace
offering an offering made by fire unto the Lorp;
the fat that COVCICth the inwards, and all the fat
that 25 upon the mwards,

4 And the two kidneys, and the fat that s on
them, which zs by the flanks, and the caul above
the liver, with the kidneys, it shall he take away.

5 And Aaron’s sons shall burn it on the altar
upon the burnt sacrifice, which z upon the wood
that is on the fire: # i an offering made by fire,
of a sweet savour unto the Lorp.

Perhaps the significance of those things, in the inward fat, meaning
the prime parts of the animal, was meant to shew that all offerings to
the Lord must be from the heart, including the best of our aflections.
Prov. xaiil. 20.

6 € And if his offering for a sacrifice of peace
offering unto the Lorp be of the flock; male or

female, he shall offer it without blemish.

Reader! lock at Jesus. Ileb. ix. 14. 1 Pet.i. 109.

7 9 If he offer a lamb for hLis offering, then shall
he offer it before the Lorp.

8 And he shall lay his hand upon the head of
his offering, and kill it before the tabernacle of
the congregation: and Aaron’s sons shall sprinkle

the blood thercof round about upon the altar.
Observe aﬂam, the laying on of the hand, by way of acknowledging
the transfer of sin. Hosea »iv. 1, 2.

9 And he shall offer of the sacrifice of the
‘peace oftering an offering made by fire unto the
Lorp; the fat thereof, and the whole rump, it

shall he take oft hard by the backbone; and the
Vou. L, 31



426 LEVITICUS. [cH. 111.

fat that covereth the inwards, and all the fat that

zs upon the inwards,

As the tails of the sheep are very large and fut, in those eastern coun-
tries, and were considered as a very choice part of the animal, they
were ordered to be sacrificed on the altar. Exod. xxix. 22.

10 And the two kidneys, and the fat that s
upon them, whict # by the flanks, and the caul
above the liver, witn the kidneys, it shall he take
away.

11 And the priest shall burn it upon the altar:
it @5 the food of the offering made by fire unto the
Lorp.

12 9 And if his offering be a goat, then he shall

offer it before the Lorbp.
Much the same observations meet us here as before. See Rom. viii.
3, 4.

13 And he shall lay his hand upon the head
of it, and kill it before the tabernacle of the
congregation: and the sons of Aaron shall
sprinkle the blood thereof upon the altar round

about. "

Reader! observe again, the order of laying on of the hand. So very
important is the doctrine couched under it. Dearest Jesus! may I find
grace to lay my hand by faith upon thy head, and while I confess my
sins, may I rejoice that thou hast borne my sins, in thine own body on
the tree! Dan. ix. 24.

14 And he shall offer thereof his offering, even
an offering made by fire unto the Lorp; the fat
that covereth the inwards, and all the fat that s
upon the inwards.

15 And the two kidneys, and the fat that s up-
on them, which i by the flanks, and the caul
above the liver, with the kidneys, it shall he take
away.

16 And the priest shall burn them upon the
altar: i is the food of the offering made by fire

for a sweet savour: all the fat ss the Lorbp’s.
The same observations meet us in those verses, as in the 3d, 4th, and
5th.  Gen. xli. 32.

17 It shall be a perpetual statute for your gene-
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rations throughout all your dwellings, that ye eat

neither fat nor blood.

Observe the solemn injunction respecting the blood. No doubt in
honour to the blood of Christ, by which alone atonement is made for
sin. And through the whole Levitical dispensation this is strictly at-
tended to. Gen.ix. 4. 1 Sam. xiv. 32—34, compared with Ephes.
i. 7. Hence the heathen worship is so spoken of, Psalm xvi. 4. Luke
xiii. 1.

e
REFLECTIONS.

My soul! I would charge it upon thee to behold in these scriptures,
how great stress is continually laid upon the priest’s putting his hauds
upon the head of the beast offered in sacrifice. As if, that it might be
suitably impressed upon the minds of the people, the pleasure Jehovah
had in this shadowy transfer of sin, from his people to the sacrifice.
Oh! most holy blessed God and Father, how gracious was it in thee
thus to silence all the fears and apprehensions of thy people, of the
right and justice of the thing itself, by thus repeatedly manifesting that
it was from thine own appoiutment. Yes, blessed God! though it be
not in the power of any man to transfer his sin to another, yet itis not
beyond thy right and prerogative as God. And siuce the glory of thy
holy law, by the obedience and sacrifice of thy dear Son, is so abun-
dantly secured and glorified; now may every poor sinner take comfort
in the assurance, that God can be just and the justifier of him that be-
lieveth in Jesus.

How sweet is it to behold, in every ordinance, and under every sacri-
fice, the leading features of him, who in his one sacrifice, once offered,
hath for ever perfected them that are sanctified! Blessed Jesus! be
thou my peace-offering for thou hast made my peace in the blood of thy
cross. Oh! grant me grace to rest my soul, as the priest rested his
hand on the devoted sacrifice, on thy precious merits, blood, and righte-
ousness. And may my soul be so thoroughly satisfied with this com-
plete redemption of thine, that I may seek no other. May I know, by
heartfelt experience, under the teaching, and application of God the
Holy Ghost, that there is salvation in no other; neither is there any
otlze:'l name under heaven, given among men, whereby we must be
saved.,

—— —

CHAP. IV.

CONTENTS.

The interesting subject of the law of ordinances, is continued through
this Chapter. Here are instructions, concerning sins of ignorance;
and the offering to be made in consequence thereof. Moses is taught,
by the Lord himself to instruct the Children of Israel, how to prepare,
and offer those sacrifices; and of the difference in the ordinance, when
it concerns a ruler or private person. :

ND the Lorbp spake unto Moses, saying,

2 Speak unto the children of Israel, say-
512
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ing, Ifa soul shall sin through ignorance against
any of the commandments of the Lorp concerning
‘things which ought not to be done, and shall do
against any of them :

Observe the expression, If a soul shall sin; meaning no doubt that
all sin is the sin of the soul. Micah vi. 7. And it is the soul that is
hurt by it.  Prov. viii. 36, And it is the soul that is liable to death by

it. Ezek. xviii. 4.

3 9 If the priest that is anointed do sin accord-
ing to the sin of the people; then let him bring
for his sin, which he hath sinned, a young bullock
without blemish unto the Lorp for a sin offer-
mg.

Observe the highest order is not more exempt than the lowest. Rom.
ili. 10—19. Heb. vii. 28. Observe again, in this place, as in many
former instances, the oftering for sin, is to be an unblemished offering ;
thereby evidently referring unto Christ. Heb. ix. 14. 1 Pet. i. 19.

4 And he shall bring the bullock unto the door
of the tabernacle of the congregation before the
Lorp; and shall lay his hand upon the bullock’s

head, and kill the bullock before the Lorbp.
Reader! do not overlook the important ceremony, of laying on the
hand. Did not this expressly say, that in the moment he did this, he
himself as a sinner confessed that he merited the death, which the sa-
crifice was immediately after to sustain. Levit. xvi. 21. Gal. iii. 18.

5 And the priest that is anointed shall take of
the bullock’s blood, and bring it to the tabernacle
of the congregation :

Was not this éigniﬁcaut that the blood of Cluwist, is not only shed for
sin, but offered to God for a propitiation. Heb. ix. 22—24.

6 And the priest shall dip his finger in the
blood, and sprinkle of the blood seven times be-

fore the Lorp, before the vail of the sanctuary.

Were not those repeated presentations typical of the continued ap-
pearance of the Lord Jesus, for his people before the mercy-seat, who
when he had by himself purged our sins, sat down on the right hand
of the majesty on high? 1Ileb.i. 3.

7 And the priest shall put some of the blood up-
on the horns of the altar of sweet incense before
the Lorp, which zs in the tabernacle of the con-
gregation; and shall pour all the blood of the
bullock at the bottom of the altar of the burnt of-
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fering, which 2 a¢ the door of the tabernacle of

the congregation.

Were not those things, in putting some of the blood upon the altar,
and pouring out the rest, typical of the different parts of Christ's pas-
sion? Rev. viil. 3, 4. Isaiah liii. 12.

8 And he shall take off from it all the fat of
the bullock for the sin offering; the fat that co-
vereth the inwards, and all the fat that & upon
the inwards,

9 And the two kidneys, and the fat that i up-
on them, which s by the flanks, and the caul
above the liver, with the kidneys, it shall he take
away,

1(})’ As it was taken off from the bullock of the
sacrifice of peace offerings: and the priest shall

burn them upon the altar of the burnt offering.

The offering of the fat, and the inward parts, to the Lord, seemed to
convey this spiritual sense, that the heart-affections, are the only real
offerings the Lord accepts. Prov. xxiii. 26.  John wv. 24.

11 And the skin of the bullock, and all his
flesh, with his head, and with his legs, and his in-
wards, and his dung, ‘

12 Even the whole bullock shall he carry forth
without the camp unto a clean place, where the
ashes are poured out, and burn him on the wood
with fire: wherc the ashes are poured out shall he
be burnt.

Perhaps this carrying forth without the camp, the Apostle hath best
explained; Heb. xiii. 11—13. Beside this, might not the ceremony

signify, the putting far away the corruption of our nature. Hosea xiv.
2. Rom. vi. 6.

13 9 And if the whole congregation of Isracl
sin through ignorance, and the thing be hid from
the eyes of the assembly, and they have done some-

what against any of the commandments of the
Lorbp concerning things which should not be done,
and are guilty;

After the law respecting the sin of the priest, comes the provision for
the national sin of the people. Reader! do not overlook a sweet im-

provement here. Jesus’s church will continue in the earth, aslong as
the sun and moon endureth ; but though this is graciou-ly promised, yet
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it is no where said that it shall be without error. It is only holy in the
Redeemer’s holiness. Song i. 5.

14 When the sin, which they have sinned
against it, is known, then the congregation shall
offer a young bullock for the sin, and bring him
before the tabernacie of the congregation.

15 And the elders of the (ondrEUatlon shall lay
their hands upon the head of the bullock before
the Lorp: and the bullock shall be killed before

the Lorp.

These elders were representatives of all the people. Observe! the
laying on of the hand again. How typical of laying our sins on the Lord
Jesus. Isaiah liii. 6.

16 And the priest that is anointed shall bring
of the bullock’s blood to the tabernacle of the con—
gregation;

17 And the priest shall dip his finger iz some of
the blood, and sprinkle 2 seven times before the
Lorp, even before the vail.

18 And he shall put some of the blood upon
the horns of the altar which s before the Lorb,
that zs in the tabernacle of the congregation, and
shall pour out all the blood at the Dottom of the
altar of the burnt offering, which é a# the door of
the tabernacle of the congleoatxon

19 And he shall take all his fat from him, and
burn #¢ upon the altar.

20 And he shall do with the bullock as he did
with the bullock for a sin offering, so shall he do
with this: and the priest shall make an atone-
ment for them, and it shall be forgiven them.

21 And he shall carry forth the bullock without
the camp, and burn him as he burned the first

bullock : it zs a sin offering for the congregation.

All these are similar actions to what were enjoined concemlng the sin
of the high priest. Yes, there is but one, and the same salvation, both
for the pr riest and the people.  Acts iv. 12,

22 € When a ruler hath sinned, and done
somewhat through ignorance against any of the
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commandments of the Lorp his God concerning

things which should not be done and is guilty ;

What a blessed provision is here shadowed forth, of the eflicacy of
Christ’s redemption, which taketh away el sin; in the delivery from the
sin of ignorance. Job .vi. 24.

23 Or if his sin, wherein he hath sinned, come
to his knowledge; he shall bring his offermor a
kid of the Goats a male without blemish:

24 And he shall lay his hand upon the hecad of
the goat, and kill it in the place where they Kkill
the bumt offering before the Lorbp; it 2sa sin of-
fering.

25 And the priest shall take of the blood of
the sin offering with his finger, and put # upon
the horns of the altar of burnt offeri ing, and shall
pour out his blood at the bottom of the altar of
burnt offering.

26 And he shall burn all his fat upor: the altar,
as the fat of the sacrifice of peace ofterings: and
the priest shall make an atoncment for “him as

concerning his sin, and it shall be forgiven him.

The same without much variety, only in an humbler offering, is here
appointed for the ruler, as for the priest. Both evidently reterring to
the finished redemption which is in Christ, and to which all these ser-
vices ministered. Heb. x. 1.

27 9 And if any one of the common people sin
through ignorance, while he doeth somewhat against
any of the commandments of the Lorp concern-
ing things which ought not to be done, and he
guilty ;

28 Or if his sin, which he hath sinned, come to
his knowledge : then he shall bring his offering, a
kid of the croats, a female without l)lemlsh f01 his

sin which he hath sinned.

29 And he shall lay his hand apon the head of
the sin offering, and slay the sin offering in the
place of the burnt offering.

30 And the priest shall take of the blood there-
of with his finger, and put i upon the horns of
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the altar of burnt offering, and shall pour out all
the blood thereof at the bottom of the altar.

31 And he shall take away all the fat thereof,
as the fat is taken away from off the sacrifice of
peace offerings; and the priest shall burn it upon
the altar for a sweet savour unto the Lorp; and
the priest shall make an atonement for him, and
it shall be forgiven him.

32 And if he bring a lamb for a sin offering,
he shall bring it a female without blemish.

33 And he shall lay his hand upon the head of
the sin offering, and slay it for a sin offering in the
place where they kill the burnt offering.

34 And the priestshall take of the blood of th
sin offering with his finger, and put # upon the
horns of the altar of burnt offering, and shall
pour out all the blood thereof at the bottom of
the altar:

35 And he shall take away all the fat thereof,
as the fat of the lamb is taken away {rom the sa-
crifice of the peace offering; and the priest shall
burn them upon the altar, according to the offer-
ings made by fire unto the Lorp: and the priest
shall make an atonement for his sin that he hath

committed, and it shall be forgiven him.

There is but little alteration Lere again, n the provision, made for the
sin of the common people, from that for the ruler; only in' an humbler
oblation.  Ezek. xviil. 4. Hence, one common salvation is alike needed
for all: aud that can only be found in the redemption by Christ.
1 Johni. 7. il 1, Q.

T —
REFLECTIONSA.

How beautiful is it to behold the Lord Jesus thus set forth by the
Holy Ghost to the view of the church, under that grand and important
part of his divine character our great high priest. But how equally
beautiful is it to observe at the same time, what an everlasting distinc-
tion the blessed Spirit hath drawn between Jesus and all his types, in his
servants, Here under the law, as an apostle tiuly saith, we see men
that have infirmity, made high priests: but under the gospel, the word
of the oath which was since the law, maketh the Son who is consecrated
for evermore.
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” Here Reader! let you and I pause over those solemn representations.
Here let us behold the great evil of sin, which alike in priest, and in
people, among the rulers and the poor, exposes all without distinction,
to the just and merited punishment of Almighty God. Is your heart,
like my heart, under a deep sense of sin, and the consciousness of de-
served wrath, prompted to ask with him of old, W herewith shall I come
before the Lord, and bow myself before the High God? shall I come
before him with burnt offerings, or give the fruit of my body for the sin
of my soul? Oh! how infinitely precious, to every truly awakened
heart that is asking the way of salvation, in those anxious enquiries, is
that soul-reviving answer; Behold the lumb of God which taketh away
the sins of the world. Dearest Jesus! may 1 know by the sweet appli-
cation of the Holy Ghost’s work in my heart, that thou hast taken away
my sin, and art become the Lord my righteousness.

CHAP. V.

CONTENTS.

In continuation of the same subject, of ordinances, this Chapter re-
lates the rite concerning the trespass-offering. The cases are particu-
larized to which this nhgwus ordinance had reference, and the of-
Jering itself stated ; whether of a lamb, or kid; or in poorer circum-
stances, two doves; or if very poor, an omer of flour.

ND if asoul sin, and hear the voice of swear-

ing, and s a witness, whether he hath seen

or known of #; if he do not utter i, then he shall
bear his iniquity.

It were very much to be wished, that this law was paid attention to
among those who profess themselves to be christians, both in discounte-
nancing idle and profane oaths, and putting a check to false swearing.
Prov. xxix. 24. It should seem, that it was by virtue of this law, the
high priest adjured the Lord Jesus. Matt. xxvi. 63.

2 Or if a soul touch any unclean thing, whe-
ther 2 be a carcase of an unclean beast, or a car-
case of unclean cattle, or the carcase of unclean
creeping things, and # it be hidden from him;
he also shall be unclean, and guilty.

3 Or if he touch the uncleanness of man, what-
soever uncleanness z¢ be that a man shall be de-
filed withal, and it be hid from him; when he
knoweth of 2, then he shall be guilty.

On the subject of unclean things, umformly through all the law, we
may I think, without violence, couSIder the figure as referrmg to our na-
ture, in an unrenewed state. Acts x. 14, 15.

4 1[ Or if a soul swear, pronouncing with Ais
Vor. L. ’ 3K
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lips to do evil, or to do good, whatsoever i be that
a man shall pronounce with an oath, and it be hid
from him; when he knoweth of ##, then he shall
be guilty in one of these.

5 And it shall be, when he shall be guilty in
one of these things, that he shall confess that he
hath sinned in that thing :

Rash vows are of this kind. Eccles. v. 6.

6 And he shall bring his trespass offering unto
the Lorp for his sin which he hath sinned, a fe-
male from the flock, a lamb or a kid of the goats,
for a sin offering; and the priest shall make an

atonement for him concerning his sin.

Observe, the atonement is made by the priest; that is, as typical of
Christ.  Isaiah liii. 10.

7 And if he be not able to bring a lamb, then
he shall bring for his trespass, which he hath com-
mitted, two turtle doves, or two young pigeons,
unto the Lorp; one for a sin offering, and the
other for a burnt offering.

This was a merciful provision for the poor, in their times of offending.
The Virgin Mary’s oftering upon another occasion, was in this humble
way. Luke ii. 24.

8 And he shall bring them unto the priest,
who shall offer ¢kat which i for the sin offering
first, and wring off his head from his neck, but

shall not divide i asunder:
'Was not this prohibition ‘of not dividing the offering, an emblem of
the offering for sin, of a complete Saviour? John xix. 36.

9 And he shall sprinkle of the blood of the
sin offering upon the side of the altar; and the
rest of the blood shall be wrung out at the bottom
of the altar: it ¢ a sin offering.

10 And he shall offer the second for a burnt of-
fering, according to the manner: and the priest
shall make an atonement for him for his sin
which he hath sinned, and it shall be forgiven

him.

Similar observations occur Lere as in the former chapter on offerings,
chap.’iv. 6, 7.
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11 But if he be not able to bring two turtle
doves, or two young pigeons, then he that sinned
shall bring for his offering the tenth part of an
ephah of fine flour for a sin offering; he shall put
no oil upon it, neither shall he put any frankin-
cense thereon: for it z a sin offering.

12 Then shall he bring it to the priest, and the
priest shall take his handful of it, even a memorial
thereof, and burn # on the altar, according to the
offerings made by fire unto the Lorp: it a sin
offering.

13 And the priest shall make an atonement for
him as touching his sin that he hath sinned in one
of these, and it shall be forgiven him: and the

remnant shall be the priest’s, as a meat offering.

Observe the divine condescension to the poor sinner; nothing costly
was to be in his offering. The poor as well as the rich are equally inte-
rested in the salvation of the gospel. Mat. xi. 5.

14 9 And the Lorp spake unto Moses, say~
ing, :

15 If a soul commit a trespass, and sin through
ignorance, in the holy things of the Lorp; then
he shall bring for his trespass unto the Lorp a
ram without blemish out of the flocks, with thy
estimation by shekels of silver, after the shekel of

the sanctoary, for a trespass offering:
Observe the magnitude of sin, even the sin of ignorance, riseth in
proportion, according to the sanctity of the person offended. 1 Sam.

ii. 25.

16 And he shall make amends for the harm
that he hath done in the holy thing, and shall add
the fifth part thereto, and give it unto the priest:
and the priest shall make an atonement for him
with the ram of the trespass offering, and it shall
be forgiven him.

17 € And if a soul sin, and commit any of
these things which are forbidden to be done by

the commandments of the Lorp; though he wisk
3K 2
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i not, yet is he guilty, and shall bear his ini-
quity.

18 And he shall bring a ram without blemish
out of the flock, with thy estimation, for a trespass
offering, unto the priest: and the priest shall make
an atonement for him concerning his ignorance
wherein he erred, and wist ¢ not, and it shall be
forgiven him.

19 It isa trespass offering: he hath certainly

trespassed against the Lorbp.

The sacrifice is always marked to be without blemish, thereby evi-
dently pointing to him, who is a lamb without blemish and without spot.
1 Pet. 1. 19.

el ————————

REFLECTIONS.

SEE Reader! how ruined a state our whole nature is considered in
by reason of sin. Oh! what a mass of uncleanness must man as man
appear in before God! Truly as the prophet hath marked it, from the
sole of the foot even unto the head, there is mo soundness in it, but
wounds, and bruises, and putrifying sores!

Look up, my soul, and behold the gracious provision the covenant of
redemption hath made for sins of all descriptions both of omission and
commission; beth of wilful and unintentional guilt. Blessed God! how
are we surrounded with mercies in the blood and righteousness of thy
dear Son. Let me never lose sight of that sweet scripture, nor want
faith to depend upon the precious record; all manner of sin and blas-
phemy shall be forgiven unto men. 'Teach me, Holy Sprrit of all truth,
to depend upon this saving truth, and may my mind be constantly directed
into a full enjoyment of the Father’s love, the Saviour’s merits, and thy
pardoning grace, that my heart may rejoice, and my joy no man take
Jrom me.

CHAP. VL

CONTENTS.

Part of this Chapter is but a continuation of the former, concerning
the trespass-offering: to this are added, laws concerning burnt offer-
ings, and meat offerings; the law of the consecration of the priest,
and of the sin offering.

ND the Lorp spake unto Moses, saying,
2 If a soul sin, and commit a trespass
against the Lorp, and lie unto his neighbour in

that which was delivered him to keep, or in fel-
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lowship, or in a thing taken away by violence, or

hath deceived his neighbour;

Observe, though the sin here spoken of is said to be unto a man’s
neighbour, yet the trespass is against the Lord. All siu is iu the first
and proper sense of it, levelled against the divine authority. James iv.
11. Hence, in that great sin of David against Uriali, he refers all to
this. Psalm. li. 4.

3 Or have found that which was lost, and lieth
concerning it, and sweareth falsely; in any of all
these that a man doeth, sinning therein:

4 Then it shall be, because he hath sinned, and
is guilty, that he shall restore that which he took
violently away, or the thing which he hath de-
ceitfully gotten, or that which was delivered him
to keep, or the lost thing which he found,

5 Or all that about which he hath sworn false-
ly; he shall even restore it in the principal, and
shall add the fifth part more thereto, and give it
unto him to whom it appertaineth, in the day of

his trespass offering.
It is much to be wished, that this was properly considered in conimon
life. Deut, xxii. 1-—4.

6 And he shall bring his trespass offering unto
the Lorp, a ram without blemish out of the flock,
with thy estimation for a trespass offering, unto
the priest:

7 And the priest shall make an atonemcut for
him before the Lorp: and it shall be forgiven
him for any thing of all that he hath done in tres-
passing therein.

Did not our Lord sweetly illustrate this, by commanding the sinner

that had trespassed against his brother, to seek the pardon of his brother,
before he brought his oftering to the Lord? ‘Matt. v. 23, 24.

8 And the Lorp spake unto Moses, saying,

9 Command Aaron and his sons, saying, This
@ the law of the burnt offering: It s the burnt
offering, because of the burning upon the altar all
night unto the morning, and the fire of the altar
shall be burning in it.

As this fire on the altar was never permitted to go out, was not this
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typical of the displeasure of God against sin, which is always burning
without a sacrifice? Heb. x. 5—12.

10 And the priest shall put on his linen gar-
ment, and his linen breeches shall he put upoﬁ his
flesh, and take up the ashes which the fire hath
consumed with the burnt offering on the altar, and
he shall put them beside the altar.

11 And he shall put off his garments, and put
on other garments, and carry forth the ashes
without the camp unto a clean place.

12 And the fire upon the altar shall be burning
init; it shall not be put out: and the priest shall
burn wood on it every morning, and lay the burnt
offering in order uponit; and he shall burn there-
on the fat of the peace offerings.

13 The fire shall ever be burning upon the
altar; it shall never go out.

The order is here given for the service of the priests in readiness
against the time, when the Lord would himself first kindle this fire, and
which when kindled, the priests were thus carefully to preserve. See
Levit. ix. 24.

14 And this s the law of the meat offering: the
sons of Aaron shall offer it before the Lorp, be-
fore the altar.

15 And he shall take of it his handful, of the
flour of the meat offering, and of the oil thereof;
and all the frankincense which zs upon the meat
offering, and shall burn # upon the altar for a
sweet savour, even the memorial of it, unto the
Lorbp.

16 And the remainder thereof shall Aaron and
his sons eat: with unleavened bread shall it be
caten in the holy place; in the court of the taber-
nacle of the congregation they shall eat it.

17 It shall not be baken with leaven. I have
given it unto them for their portion of my offerings
made by fire; it & most holy, as #s the sin offering,
and as the trespass oftering.

18 All the males among the children of Aaron
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shall eat of it. ¢ shall be a statute for ever in your
generations concerning the offerings of the Lorp
made by fire: every one that toucheth them shall
be holy.

Concerning the meat-offering, the first part was to be the Lord’s, the
remainder the priest’s. Did not this offering allude to the person of Je-
sus? See John vi. 35. And were not the priests, in partaking of this,
types of the whole body of Christ, who are said to be made kings and
priests to God and the Father? Rev. i. 6.

19 € And the Lorp spake unto Moses, say-
ing,

20 This és the offering of Aaron and of his sons
which they shall offer unto the Lorp in the day
when he is anointed ; the tenth part of an ephah
of fine flour for a meat offering perpetual, half of
it in the morning, and half thereof at night.

21 In a pan it shall be made with oil; and when
it is baken thou shalt bring it in: andthe baken
pieces of the meat offering shalt thou offer for a
sweet savour unto the Lorp.

22 And the priest of his sons that is anointed
in his stead, shall offer it: ¢ ¢s a statute for ever
unto the Lorp; it shall be wholly burnt:

23 For every meat offering for the priest shail
be wholly burnt: it shall not be eaten.

This consecrated offering for the priests, which was to be wholly
burnt, perhaps typified the desdication of the Lord Jesus, as the sacrifice
for the whole sins of the people.  For as the priest, in his ministration,
appeared before the Lord, iu the neme of the people, so in this same re-
presentation he typitied Jesus. (i, v. 1—3, with Heb. vil. 23—25.
~ 24 9 And the Lorp spake uuto Moscs, say-
ing,

25 Speak unto Aaron and to his sons, saying,
This 4s the law of the sin offering: in the place
where the burnt offering is killed shall the sin of-
fering be killed hefore the Lorp; it i most holy.

26 'The priest that offereth it for sin shall eat
it; in the holy place shall it be eaten, in the court
of the tabernacle of the congregation.

27 Whatsoever shall touch the flesh thereof
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shall be holy : and when there is sprinkled of the
blood thereof upon any garment, thou shalt wash
that whereon it was sprinkled in the holy place.

28 But the earthen vessel wherein it is sodden
shall be broken: and if it be sodden in a brasen-
pot, it shall be both scoured and rinsed in water.

29 All the males among the priests shall eat
thereof: it 45 most holy.

30 And no sin offering, whereof any of the blood

is brought into the tabernacle of the congregation,

to reconcile withal in the holy place, shall be eaten ;

it shall be burnt in the fire.

Those verses relate to the order respecting the sin-offering. The
great aitention that was to be shewn to wash the clothes that were
sprinkled, in offering the sacrifice, meant no doubt to signify the necessity
of divine washing by the blood of Jesus, and the waters of regeneration.
Titus iii. 5, 6. And in the appointment of all the males among the
Ppiiests partaking of the sacrifice, is it not meant to shew the privilege of
the faithful in the common sacrifice of Christ? Heb. xiii. 10.

et e
REFLECTIONS.

IN the perusal of this Chapter, still seeking grace to be for ever keep-
ing my eye steadily fixed on him, who is the only true, and real sacri-
fice for sin, and the end of the law, for righteousness to every one that
belicveth ; 1 would desire to feel also, the full sense of the baleful ma-
lignity of sin, as it must appear in the eye of God; whose justice could
not remit the penal effects of it, with a less sacrifice than the blood cf
his dear Son.  Lord! keep thy servant from presumptuous sins; and in
the common transactions, between man and man, in life, may I be en-
abled, like him of old, whom the Lord Jesus converted, and called from
the customs of this world, to be his follower, in the regeneration; may I
say, If I have done any wrong to any man I restore fourfold. But
while doing restitution, to the utmost of my power, may I have grace
never to seek justification by the deeds of the law, but by the alone
blood, and rightecusness of God my Saviour.

Reader! let us not close the Chapter before that we have bent the
knee in praise and thanksgiving to our gracious God and Father in Christ
Jesus, for the wonderful provision he hath made both for_ sins of ignor-
ance and presamption; and indeed the whole mass of evil, by th?t one
glorious offering of the body of Jesus Christ once offered, by which he
hath for ever perfected them that are sanctified. Precious Jesus! may
our whole souls be everlastingly looking unto thee, and taking consola-
tion from thee; for thow wast slain, and hast redeemed us to God by
thy blood.
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CHAP. VIIL

CONTENTS.

The same subject is continued through this chapter of the law of
offerings. Here are appointments respecting the peace-offering, and
the free-will offering ; together with some further directions concerning
the meat-offering. This chapter concludes the subject of those ordi-
nances.

IKEWISE this & the law of the trespass
offering ; it z most holy.

2 In the place where they kill the burnt-offer-
ing shall they kill the trespass-offering: and the
blood thereof shall he sprinkle round about upon
the altar.

The sprinkling the blood of the sacrifice upon the altar, is still carried
on through every service. 1 hope the Reader will therefore keep the
same in view also, and sec the whole in reference to him, who is our
New-Testament Altar, Priest, and Sacrifice. 1 Cor. v, 7.

3 And he shall offer of it all the fat thereof;
the rump, and the fat that covereth the inwards :

4 And the two kidneys, and the fat that 7 on
them, which s by the flanks, and the caul that s
above the liver, with the kidneys, it shall he take
away. ‘

5 And the priest shall burn them upon the
altar for an offering made by fire unto the Lorbp:
it is a trespass offering.

Observe the burning of those parts, implying the dedication of the
whole to the Lord, and not to be employed to any secular purposes.

Did not this carry with it, reference to the sweet-smelling sacrifice of
Jesus? Ephes. v. 2.

6 Every male among the priests shall eat there-
of : it shall be eaten in the holy place: it i most
holy.

7yAs the sin-offering i, so s the trespass-offer-
ing: there s one law for them: the priest that
maketh atonement therewith shall have 2.

8 And the priest that offereth any man’s burnt-
offering, even the vriest shall have to himself the
skin of the burnt-offering which he hath oftered.

Vou L . 3 L
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Was not this appropriation of the skin of the burnt offering to the
priest, typical of the cloathing of our souls with the garment of Jesus?
If so, it is worthy remark that in the very first sacrifice in the garden of
Eden this was taught. See Gen. iii. 21. And again Gen. xxvii. 16.

9 And all the meat-offering that is baken in
the oven, and all that is dressed in the frying-pan,
and in the pan, shall be the priest’s that oftereth
it.

10 And every meat-offering mingled with oil,
and dly, shall all the sons of Aaron have, one as
much as another.

11 9 And this s the law of the sacrifice of
peace-offerings, which he shall offer unto the
Lozn.

12 If Le cffer it for a thanksgiving, then he
shall ofier with the sacrifice of thanksow ing un-
leavened cakes mingled with oil, and unleavened
wafers anointed w1th oil, and cakes mingled with
oil, of fine flour, fryed.

13 Besides the cakes, he shall offer for his offer-
ing leavened bread with the sacrifice of thanks-
giving of his peace-offerings.

14°And of it he shall ofter one out of the whole
oblation for an heave-offering unto the Lorp, and
it shall be the priest’s that sprinkleth the blood of
the peace-ofterings.

Still let the Reader observe, the doctrine of sprinkling is carefully
kept up. Keader, Jesus must be applied as well as revealed; and his
blood sprinkled on the soul, as well as shed for the soul. Heb. xii. 24.
But who shall sprinkle the soul with the blood of Jesus? Holy Spirit !
Is it not thy gracious office? Oh! Holy Lord! do thou mercifully take
of that precious blood, and so reveal it as to give me to see and be-

lieve its sovereign efﬁcacy, for then will it be truly and fully applied to
my soul’s joy and the Redeemer’s glory.

15 And the flesh of the sacrifice of his peace-
offerings for thanksgiving shall be eaten the same

day that it is offered; he shall not leave any of
it until the morning.

16 But if the sacrifice of his offering e a vow,
or a voluntary offering, it shall be “eaten the
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same day that he offereth his sacrifice: and on
the morrow also the remainder of it shall be
eaten.

17 But the remainder of the flesh of the sacri-
fice on the third day shall be burnt with fire.

Observe how speedily the sacrifice was to be eaten. Did not this re-
present the earnestness with which Christ is to be received? Heb. iii.
13, 14. And observe that what remained until the 3d day of the flesh
of the sacrifice was to be burnt. Did not this intimate that the precious
body of Jesus should not see corruption, but be offered up in the glories
of his resurrection? Psm. xvi. 10.

18 And if any of the flesh of the sacrifice of his
peace-offerings be eaten at all on the third day,
it shall not be accepted, neither shall it be im-
puted unto him that offereth it: it shall be an
abomination, and the soul that eateth of it shall
bear his iniquity *.

19 And the flesh that touched any unclean
thing shall not be eaten, it shall be burnt with
fire: and as for the flesh, all that be clean shall
eat thereof.

20 But the soul that eateth of the flesh of the
sacrifice of peace-offerings that pertain unto the
Lorp, having his uncleanness upon him, even
that soul shall be cut off from his people.

21 Moreover, the soul that shall touch any un-
clean thing, as the uncleanness of man, or any un-
clean beast, or any abominable unclean thing, and
eat of the flesh of the sacrifice of peace-offerings
which pertain unto the Lorp, even that soul shall

be cut off from his people.

Haggaiii. 12. Spiritually considered doth not this doctrine seem to
say, that it is the conscience which must be purged from dead works to
serve the living and true God? Heb. ix. 14. 1 Cor. xi. 29.

~ 22 9 And the Lorp spake unto Moses, say-
ing,

23 Speak unto the children of Israel, saying,
Ye shall eat no manner of fat, of ox, or of sheep,
or of goat.

* Levit, xix. &,
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24 And the fat of the beast that dieth of itself,
and the fat of that which is torn with beasts, may
be used in any other use; but ye shall in no wise
eat of it.

25 For whosoever eateth the fat of the beast,
of which men offer an offering made by fire unto
the Lorp, even the soul that eateth ¢# shall be
cut off from his people.

26 Moreover ye shall eat no manner of blood,
whether it be of fowl, or of beast, in any of your
dwellings.

27 Whatsoever soul i# be that eateth any man-
ner of blood, even that soul shall be cut off from
his people.

This prohibition of fat and blood is a renewal of the same law, as in
Chap. iil. 16, 17. We know that the blood in a particular manner, was

all along considered as sacred, in reference to the atonement, by the
blood of Jesus. Gen. ix. 4. Deut. xii. 10.

28 € And the Lorp spake unto Moses, say-
ng, .

%9 Speak unto the children of Israel, saying,
He that offereth the sacrifice of his peace-offerings
unto the Lorp, shall bring his oblation unto the
Lowrp of the sacrifice of his peace-offerings.

30 His own hands shall bring the offerings of
the Lorp made by fire; the fat with the beast, it
shall he bring, that the beast may be waved for a

wave-offering before the Lorbp.

This is worthy to be noticed, that every one who brought the peace-
offering should bring it himself with his own hands. Doth not this
teach that salvation is a personal concern? Reader! look to it, that it is
so with yow. Oh! for the precious experience of Job! Job xix. 25.
And of Paul, Gal. ii. 20.

31 And the priest shall burn the fat upon the
altar; but the beast shall be Aaron’s and his
sons.

32 And the right shoulder shall ye give unto
the priest for an heave-offering of the sacrifices of
your peace-offerings.

33 He among the sons of Aaron that offereth
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the blood of the peace-offerings, and the fat, shall
have the right shoulder for hss part.

34 For the wave-breast and the heave-shoulder
have I taken of the children of Israel from off the
sacrifices of their peace-offerings, and have given
them unto Aaron the priest, and to his sons,
by a statute for ever, from among the children of
Israel.

35 9§ This és the portion of the anointing of Aa-
ron, and of the anointing of his sons, out of the
offerings of the Lorp made by fire, in the day
when he pxesented them to minister unto the Lorp
in the priest’s office:

36 Which the Lorp commanded to be given
them of the children of Israel, in the day that he
anointed them, by a statute for ever, throughout
their generations.

37 This s the law of the burnt-offering, of the

meat-offering, and of the sin-offering, and of the
trespass-offering, and of the conaeuatlonb, and of
the sacrifice of the peace-offerings,

38 Which the Lorp commanded Moses in
mount Sinai, in the day that he commanded the
children of Israel to offer their oblations unto the

Lorp in the wilderness of Sinai.

See how gracious a provision the Lord hath made for his priests, who
stand up by his appointment, to minister in his lioly name. 1 Cor. ix.
13, 14.

e R ——

REFLECTIONS.

STILL, my soul, keep thine eye steadily looking unto Jesus, and pray
for the precious teachmgs of God the Holy Ghost whose office it is, to
glorify the Lord Jesus, that he may enable thee to behold the Re-
deemer typified through the several parts of this Chapter. And as Jesus
was and is the minister of the sanctuary, and of the true tabernacle, may
my heart rejoice, and participate with him, in all the sweet things of his
altar. May it be my portion, Lord, to feed on thee, to live to thee, to
rejoice in thee! Never may I presume to bring any thing of my own
to mingle with the all-sutlicient sacrifice of the Lord Jesus; but desire
to come, or rather to be ied, by tize Holy Ghost to God and my Father,
in the new and living way of Jesus's blood, and make mention of his
righteousness, even of his only. But Oh! thou Lamb of God! how
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blessed is it to see thee both the Sacrifice and the Priest. Thou hast
made all thy people kings and priests to God and the Father. And as
thou art our great Peace-offering: so art thou our glorious Paschal
Lamb. On thee we feed. By thee we live. Through thee we are nou-
rished and sustained, and made partakers of an everlasting life. Pre-
cious Lord! give us so to eat of thy flesh, and drink of thy blood, that
we may have eternal life abiding in us! Amen.

CHAP. VIIIL
CONTENTS.

This is an interesting chapter, in that it relates o us the solemn con-
secration of Aaron and his sons to the priesthood ; the congregation of
Israel ave present ; an account of the ceremony ; the washing and anoint-
ing observed upon the occasion ; their sin-offering ; their burnt-gffer-
ings; and ¢ ram of comsccration; the holy solemnity continues seven
days.

ND the Lorp spake unto Moses, saying,

2 Take Aaron, and his sons with him, and
the garments, and the anointing oil, and a bullock
for the sin-offering, and two rams, and a basket
of unleavened bread;

So very important a part of the tabernacle service, was the setting
apart the priesthood, as typical of the person of the Lord Jesus, that
Moses had received early directions concerning it, when in the holy
mount. See Exod. 28th and 29th chapters throughout. Then turn to
the gospel, John xvii. 19. Heb. v. 4, 5.

3 And gather thou all the congregation together
unto the door of the tabernacle of the congre-
gation.

"T'iie gathering the congregation together as witnesses of this consecra-
tion is very striking. In the gospel church it is ever to be wished that
the setting apart to the ministry, should always be in a public manner;
both to afiord opportunity for the people to join in prayer, for the ordi-
nation and anointing by God the Holy Ghost, and to impress on the
mind of those ordained a greater earnestness in the discharge of their
sacred employment, undertaken in the sight of so many witnesses. In
such moments all eyes are upon the candidates for holy orders, and all
seem to speak to them in the solemn language of Paul, Acts xx. 28.

4 And Moses did as the Lorp commanded
him ; and the assembly was gathered together un-
to the door of the tabernacle of the congregation.

5 And Moses said unto the congregation, This
¢s the thing which the Lorp commanded to be
done.
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It is always well when the Lord’s servants can produce the Lord’s au-
thoity for what they do. Exed. xaix. 4—37. But, Reader, be very
careful to see in all this, the call of Jesus to the priesthood. Heb, v. 4.

6 And Moses brought Aaron and his sons, and

washed them with water.

Observe, the washing of the priests goeth before the putting on the
holy garments. And doth not this teach that the washing of regenera-
tion by the Iloly Ghost, precedes the being cloathed with the robe of
Jesus's righteousness? Titus iii. 5, 6. Heb. x. 22. Dearest Jesus, be it
my portion, to be washed from my sins in thy blood, und may I be
found among those whom thou makest kings and priests to God and
the Father. Rev.i. 5, 6.

7 And he put upon him the coat, and girded
him with the girdle, and clothed him with the
robe, and put the ephod upon him, and he girded
him with the curious girdle of the ephod, and
bound é unto him therewith.

Reader, when you have read this verse turn to the Revelations, chap.
i. verses 12—18, and behold him whom Aaron represented. In order
to strengthen the assurance of this precious doctrine, if you consult Dan.

X. 5, 6, you will find that the prophet was blessed with a similar repre-
sentation to the beloved apostle John,

8 And he put the breast-plate upon him; also
he put in the breast-plate the Urim and the

Thummim.

Let not the Reader overlook the interest all true believers have in this
spiritual clothing. As Aaron in an especial manner as the High Piiest
represented Christ, in wearing the breast-plate, and in the breast-plate
the Urim and the Thummim ; meaning lights and perfections; so all true
believers are clothied with the robe of Jesus’s righteousness: and have
their loins girt about with truth. Ephes. vi, 14. And they are as the
breast-plate on the heart of Christ; and bound about the arm of Christ.
Song viii. 6.

9 And he put the mitre upon his head; also
upon the mitre, even upon his fore-front, did he
put the goiden plate, the holy crown; as the

Lorp commanded Moses.

Reader! observe what the church saith concerning the crowning of
the Lord Jesus, in the day of his espousals, and this will be the best ex-
planation of this verse of scripture. Song iii. 11.

10 And Moses took the anointing oil, and
anointed the tabernacle, and all that was therein,
and sanctified them.

11 And he sprinkled thereof upon the altar
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seven times, and anointed the altar, and all his
vessels, both the laver and his foot, to sanctify
them. :
12 And he poured of the anointing oil upon
Aaron’s head, and anointed him, to sanctify him.
Paul explains the infinite importance of the Spirit’s anointing, to
which these figures referred, in the account he gives of the dedication of
all the vessels of the tabernacle, Heb. ix. 21—23. And John yet fur-
ther, in the application of these resemblances to the anointing of believers
by the Holy Ghiost. John ii. 20, 27. Butis it not precious to see in
the pouring of the anointing oil upen the head of Aaron, how the copi-
ous effusion of the Spirit upon the blessed Jesus is represented, to whom
the Spirit was not given by measure? Johniii. 34. And is here not ano-
ther sweet observation? %es. As the holy oil that was poured upon
Aaron’s head ran down to the skirts of his garments: so the effusion of
the Holy Spirit on the head of our Almighty Aaron, the Lord Jesus
Christ, runs down to the humblest and lowest of his members: and of
his fullness they do all receive, and grace for grace. Psm. cxxxiii. 2,
with Jobhn 1. 16.

13 And Moses brought Aaron’s sons, and put
coats upon them, and girded them with girdles,
and put bonnets upon them; as the Lorp com-~

manded Moses.

As Aaron’s sons were also clad in those vestments; so all true believers
are (c)‘lothed with the same robe of the Redeemer’s righteousness. Isaiah
Ixi. 6.

i4 And he brought the bullock for the sin-
offering: and Aaron and his sons laid their
hands upon the head of the bullock for the sin-
offering. :

15 And he slew #; and Moses took the blood,
and put i upon the horns of the altar round
about with his finger, and purified the altar, and
poured the blood at the bottom of the altar, and
sanctified it, to make reconciliation upon it.

16 And he took all the fat that was upon the
inwards, and the caul above the liver, and the two
kidneys, and their fat, and Moses burned ¢ upon
the altar.

17 But the bullock and his hide, his flesh and
his dung, he burnt with fire without the camp; as

the Lorp commanded Moses.
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Observe the sin-offering is first made for the priests. Yes! it is highly
proper that they who minister in holy things should have peace with God
in Christ for their own sins, before they propose reconciliation through
the blood of Christ to others. Rom. ii. 21.

18 € And he brought the ram for the burnt-
offering : and Aaron and his sons laid their hands
upon the head of the ram.

19 And he killed ¢ ; and Moses sprinkled the
blood upon the altar round about.

20 And he cut the ram into pieces ; and Moses
burnt the head, and the picces, and the fat.

21 And he washed the inwards and the legs
in water ; and Moses burnt the whole ram upon
the altar: it was a burnt-sacrifice for a sweet sa-
vour, and an offering made by fire unto the Lorp;

as the Lorp commanded Moses.
The burnt-offering, which is an offering of praise, next follows. So
said David. Psm. Ixvi. 13—15.

22 9 And he brought the other ram, the ram
of consecration: and Aaron and his sons laid
their hands upon the head of the ram.

23 And he slew #; and Moses took of the
blood of it, and put i upon the tip of Aaron’s
right ear, and upon the thumb of his right hand,
and upon the great toe of his right foot.

94 Aud he brought Aaron’s sons, and Moses
put of the blood upon the tip of their right ear,
and upon the thumbs of their right hando, and
upon the great toes of their right fect; and Moses
sprinkled ‘the blood upon the altar round about.

25 And he took the fat, and the rump, and all
the fat that was upon the inwards, and the caul
above the liver, and the two kidnevs, and their
fat, and the right shoulder:

To the former sacrifices, very properly succeeded the ram of consecra-
tion, particularly denoting the dedication of the priests to God's serviee.
And the ceremony of application {0 the several parts of the priest’s
bodies, implied that the dedication was universal. Rom. xii. 1.

26 And out of the basket of unleavened bread,

that was before the Lorp, he took onc unleavened
Vov. I. sM
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cake, and a cake of oiled bread, and one wafer,
and put them on the fat, and upon the right shoul-
der:

27 And he put all upon Aaron’s hands, and
uporr his sons hands, and waved them for a wave-
offering before the Lorbp.

28 And Moses took them from off their hands,
and burnt them on the altar upon the burnt-offer-
ing ; they were consecrations for a sweet savour;
it 25 an offering made by fire unto the Lorp.

29 And Moses took the breast, and waved it
Jfor a wave-offering before the Lorp: for of the
ram of consecration it was Moses’ part; as the
Lorp commanded Moses.

This waving towards heaven, carried with it the idea, that all that was
here done, was by the Lord’s appointment, and hereby oflered unto him.
Ephes. vi. 7.

30 And Moses took of the anointing oil, and
of the blood which was upon the altar, and
sprinkled ¢z upon Aaron, and upon his garments,
and upon his sons, and upon his sons garments
with him; and sanctified Aaron, and his garments,

and his sons, and his sons’ garments with him.

Observe here again, how much stress is laid upon the holy anointing.
And what could this imply, but the work of God the Spirit on the heart?
1 John ii. 20, 27.

31 € And Moses said unto Aaron and to his
sons, Boil the flesh af the door of the tabernacle
of the congregation, and there eat it with the bread
that #s in the basket of consecrations, as I com-

manded, saying, Aaron and his sons shall eat it.
Did not this eating imply the entire consent of the heart? So Ezekiel
was commanded to eat the roll in token of the same. Ezek. iii. 1, 2.

32 Anud that which remaineth of the flesh and

of the bread shall ye burn with fire.
What is dedicated to God must not be afterwards applied to any
other use. God is a jealous God; jealous of his honour. Deut. v. 6.

33 And ye shall not go out of the door of the
tabernacle of the congregation iz seven days, until
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the days of your consecration be at an end: for

seven days shall he consecrate you.

Did not this detention in the tabernacle carry with it this signification,
that the service of the Lord is a continual service? What a delightful
view of this did 4nna give, who departed not from the temple night
and day? Lukeii. 37.

34 As he hath donc this day so the Lorp hath
commanded to do, to make an atonement for
you.

35 Therefore shall ye abide a¢ the door of the

tabernacle of the congregation day and night

seven days, and keep the charge of the Lorp,
that ye die not: for so I am commanded.

36 So Aaron and his sons did all things which
the Lorp commanded by the hand of Moses.

One point above all the reader should keep in remembrance in the
perusal of this chapter, namely, that as all these services ministered to
Jesus, the frequent repetition of them implied their imperfection; to
Him they all referred, and in Him the whole was completed! Heb. x.
1, 2. 10. 14

B —— e

REFLECTIONS.

READER! do not close the sacred book after the perusal of this chap-
ter, until that you have again and again besought the Holy Ghost to be
your teacher, concerning the many precious things signitied in it. If
the consecration of the Lord Jesus to the priesthcod, be here all along
represented, think how important was that office. Set apart as the
blessed Jesus was from everlasting; called to be an high priest; not as
the priests under the law made without an oath; but with an oath, by
him that sware and will not repent, when he said unto him, thou art «
priest for ever after the order of Melchisedeck ; anointed to the work
by the Holy Ghost, and to whom the ‘Spirit was not given by measure ;
holy in himself; harmless to all others; undefiled with the least sha-
dow of guile; separate from sinners; though bearing their sins, yet -
untouched with the pollution of them; aund made higher than the hea-
2ens.  Oh, for the work of God the Holy Ghost to be powerful in the
Reader’s heart, to consider this apostle and high priest of our profession
Christ Jesus.

And while we pray for grace to be always in lively exercise, by faith,
on the person and priesthood of the Son of God, inall the circumstances
in which that precious office relates to his people, may it be our happi-
ness also, as the tabernacle of old, and the ordinances of worship were
included in the consecration, to partake, as the members of his mystical
body, of the same holy anointing. And while they who minister in holy
things may learn from this chapter, how very solemn and sacred a ser-
vice they are called to, and with what sanctity of life and conversation
they are more particularly expected to go in and out before the people;
may every renewed soul recollect also that Jesus by his great under-
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taking, and by virtue of his blood and righteousness, hath made them
kings and priests to God and the Father. Lord! (I would pray for my-
self and reader), may our souls and bodies be sprinkled with the blood of
sprinkling, and may we be enabled by the Holy Ghost to present them
a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God which is our reasonable ser-
vice; that by being dead unto sin, and living abstracted from all the
carnal lusts and pursuits of this world, we may have our fruit unto koli-
ness, and the end everlasting life.

I

CHAP. IX.

CONTENTS.

Aaron and his sons having in the preceding chapter been solemnly
ordained and set apart to the ministry, are in_this chapter introduced
as entering upon their holy office. Moses, at God’s command, appoints
an assembly both of the priests and elders, und enjoins them to bring
their offerings before the Lord. This is done. Aaron first offers his
sacrifice for himself, and then for the people. The glory of the Lord
appears in the tabernacle. The divine approbation is manifested by
consuming the burnt-gfferings with fire. The holy joy of the people
in consequence thereof. These are the principal things related in this
chapter.

Q ND it came to pass on the eighth day, that

Moses called Aaron and his sons, and the
elders of Israel;

It were devoutly to be prayed for, that they who minister in holy
things, would observe in this place, and at the reading of this and the
foregoing chapter, that no sooner was Aaron ordained, than he was en-
gaged in the holy service. Regenerated chiristians, and much more truly
ordained ministers, have no time to be idle. See Jeremiah’s ordination,
Jer.i. 5, 10.  See his first sermon, chap. ii. See Ezekiel xliii. 27. Above
all, see the account of the Lord Jesus, John ix. 4.

2 And he said unto Aaron, Take thee a young
calf, for a sin-offering, and a ram for a burnt-
oftering, without blemish, and offer them before
the Lorbp.

Some have thought that a young calf being appointed for the sin-
offering of Aaron, was to remind him of his former transgression in
making the golden calf: that thereby he might never lose sight of his own
unworthiness, while the Lord had called himn to such an exalted rank as
the High Priest before the people. Exod. xxxii. 1—6. Reader! do not
overlook the preciousness of thy High Priest, in this relation, but read
what Paul saith, Heb. vii. 26, 27.

3 And unto the children of Israel thou shalt
speak, saying, Take ye a kid of the goats for a
sin-offering; and a calf and a lamb, both of the
first year, without blemish, for a burnt-offering ;
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I think it is worthy remark here, that now Aaron is consecrated to the
priesthood, he is commissioned to speak to the people; and Moses con-
veys the will of the Lord through him. And is he not here also a type
of the ever-blessed Jesus, as our Mediator? Heb. i. 1, 2.

4 Also a bullock and a ram for peace-offerings,
to sacrifice before the Lorp ; and a meat-offering
mingled with oil: for to-day the Lorp will appear

unto you.
Observe, with what confidence the man of God speaks of the Lord’s

manifesting himself unto lis people. And with how much greater con-
fidence may the people of God now assure themselves of the Lord’s pre-
sence among them, when by his own express command, they meet toge-
ther in his name; when that precept is followed up with a most positive
promise, Matt. xviil. 20. xxviii. 20. Reader! in taking comfort from
this well-grounded assurance, do not forget that this presence of our
Lord is a spiritual presence, to bless spiritual worshippers, who worship
God in Spirit and in truth.

5 9 And they brought that which Moses
commanded before the tabernacle of the congre-
gation: and all the congregation drew near, and

stood before the Loxbp.
6 And Moses said, This e the thing which the
Lorp commanded that ye should do; and the

glory of the Lorp shall appear unto you.
7 And Moses said unto Aaron, Go unto the

altar, and offer thy sin-offering, and -thy burnt

offering, and make an atonement for thyself and

for the people: and offer the offering of the
people, and make an atonement for them; as the

Lorp commanded.

There is somewhat very striking in this description c¢f Aaron and the
congregation drawing near hefore the Lord. Job felt what it meant
when he said, Ok that Iknew where I might find him, that I might
come even to his seat. Job xxiii. 3—0.

8 € Aaron therefore went unto the altar, and
slew the calf of the sin-offering, which was for

himself.
As the account here given relates to us the first information of the

manner of performing the sacrifices under the Levitical priesthood, the
particulars are more expressly noticed. Observe, one great point runs
through the whole. Aaron performed eve:s tittle of the service. For
though his sons ministered unto him, ye: i:oue-ofiered but Aaren, And
was not this expressive of the complete puesthood and services of the
Lord Jesus? Isaiah lxiii. 3. -
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9 And the sons of Aaron brought the blood
unto him; and he dipped his finger in the blood,
and put 2 upon the horns of the altar, and pour-
ed out the blood at the bottom of the altar:

10 But the fat, and the kidneys, and the caul
above the liver, of the sin-offering, he burnt upon
the altar; as the Lorp commanded Moses.

11 And the flesh and the hide he burnt with
fire without the camp. '

12 And he slew the burnt-offering ; and Aaron’s
sons presented unto him the blood, which he
sprinkied round about upon the altar.

13 And they presented the burnt-offering unto
him, with the picces thereof, and the head; and
he burnt them upon the altar.

14 And he did wash the inwards and the legs,
and burnt Zhem upon the burnt-offering on the
altar.

15 € And he brought the people’s offering, and
took the goat which was the sin-oftering for the
people, and slew it, and offered it for sin, as the
first.

16 And he brought the burnt-offering and of-
fered it according to the manner.

17 And he brought the meat-offering, and took
an handful thereot, and burnt # upon the altar,
beside the burnt-sacrifice of the morning.

18 Iic slew also the bullock and the ram for a
sacrifice of peace-offerings which was for the peo-
ple: and Aaron’s sons presented unto him the
blood, which he sprinkled upon the altar round
about.

i9 And the fat of the bullock and of the ram,
the rump, and that which covererh the inwards, and
the Kidueys, and the caul «bove the liver: .

20 And they put the fat upon the breasts, and
he burnt the fat apon the altar:

21 And the breasts and the right shoulder Aa-
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ron waved for a wave offering before the Lorp;

as Moses commanded.

The same ohservation meets us here. Though the people bronght
their offerings, yet it must be Aaron to present them, How sweetly
doth it teuch us, that it is Jesus, our almighty Aaion, that caniieth in
thie poor offerings of his people, sanctified by his cblation, his bived,
and righteousness? Rev. viil. 3, 4.  And was not Job a type of Jesus
to the same eftect, when he prayed for his friends, and God declared
that he would accept Job for them? Job. xlii. §.

22 And Aaron lifted up his hand toward the
people, and blessed them: and came down from
offering of the sin offering, and the burnt offering,

and peace offerings.

Who ean overlook the Lord Jesus here, or want to be put in mind of
the Redeemer’s benediction on the mount, when he had finished redemp-
tion work on earth? Luke xxiv. 50, 51.

23 And Moses and Aaron went into the taber-
nacle of the congregation, and came out, and
blessed the people: and the glory of the Lorp

appeared unto all the people.

Observe, when the service of the sanctuary, accordifig to God's
commandment of it, was completed, Moses and Aaron went in (most
probably) to follow up the service with prayer, Here again they repie-
sented the Lord Jesus, when in his final prayer he said, I kave Senished
the work thou gavest me to do, and now, O Father, glorify me. John
xvil. 4, 5.

24 And there came a fire out from before the
Lorp, and consumed upon the altar the burnt
offering and the fat: whichk when all the people

saw, they shouted, and fel! on their faces.

What precious tokens of divine faveur? God not only appeared in
glory, to testify his presence, but also he auswered by fire, to testify his
acceptance of their services. Reader! remark with me, that as the fire
came down from heaven, and consumed the sacrifice, which might justly
have consumed their persons for sin; so tire IToly Ghost came down in
confirmation that Jesus’s offering for sin on the cross was accepted, who
without his oftering would not have come, neither could our persons have
escaped destruction. Observe also, the gracious effects on the minds of
the people; they shout for joy; they fall low in humbleness. Never
doth a soul lay lower in the dust, than when God exalts that soul in
thankfulness for mercy. We are humblest in ourselves, when we are
most lifted up in Jesus. Like Paul, when most weak, then most strong.
2 Cor, xil. 9, 10.



456 LEVITICUS. [cH. x.

REFLECTIONS.

IN the perusal of this Chapter, may it be my happiness to look be-
yond the letter to the spirit of the sacred word; and here, I am sure, I
shall see Jesus, my great High Priest, in every thing signified. Was he
not from all eternity set apart, consecrated, and ordaized to be an Al-
mighty High Priest in things pertaining unto mau, to make reconciliation
for the sins of his people? And did he not, in confirmation of it, in the
fullness of time, offer himself unto God, a willing sacrifice, witheut spot,
or wrinkle, or any such thing? And is he not, as Aaron of old, now
gone into the tabernacle not made with bhands, even into heaven itself,
there to appear in the presence of God for us? Hath he not again and
again blessed his people, and afforded the most incontestible evidences
of his unalterable love? Doth not his presence now, in the assemblies of
the faithful, testify the Iather’s approbation of all our spiritual services,
however poor they are in themseives, yet truly valuable, in being ac-
cepted in and through him? And ought not the many love-tokens of his
favour, which correspond to the glory manifested in the Jewish church,
bring with them the surest evidences of his grace, and call forth our
shouts of holy joy? Dearest Jesus! may we never, never lose sight of
thee in all our approaches to the mercy-seat, but behold thee as our sa-
crifice, our altar, our high priest, our all. Hail! Lamb of Ged, thou
that takest away the sin of the world! Praises to thy name; thou
needest not daily, as those high priests, to offer up sacrifice, first for
thine own sins, and then for the people; for by thy one offering, once
offered, thou hast for ever perfected them that are sanctified.

CHAP. X.

CONTENTS.

A sad breach is made in the family of Aaron, in the death of Nadab
and Abihu, his two eldest sons, who both are struck dead by fire from
the Lord, for offering strange fire before the Lord. This chapter
rvelates the awful event, as also the composure of Aaron’s mind under
this painful providence: the relation of the funeral : orders issued for
the regulation of the priests’ conduct in future: the law concerning the
eating of holy things is also added, and the excuse of Aaron in the
transgression of it.

ND Nadab and Abihu, the sons of Aaron,
took either of them his censer, and put fire
therein, and put incense thereon, and offered
strange fire before the Lorp, which he command-

cd them not.
2 And there went out fire from the Lorp, and

devoured them; and they died before the Lorbp.

What this strange fire vas, which the sons of Aaron offered, is not
said. But as it was so great a sin, as to produce instant death, we may
humbly inquire, while we pray for grace to stand in awe and sin not.
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Is it not probab'e, that the sin ¢t those young men was breaking in upen
the proviuce of Aaron, who, us the type of Jesus, was the only minister
in the service of sacrifices? chiap. ix. 8. 15. 28, If this be a right con-
jecture, what is it to oi¥er strange fire before the Lord, but to offer any
thing of our own, and not witi au eye to Jesus, when we come before
the Lord? In the 30th chapter of Exodus, verse the 9th, mention is
made of the prohibition of stranye incense being otfered before the
Lord. And as incense is generally understood to have reference to the
merits of Christ, why may not the sucred fire be supposed to have refer-
ence also to the person or oblation of the Lord Jesus? Reader! let both
the sin and punishment of those young men have this effect upon our
minds, and may the perusal of it be sanctified to our souls, that death is
our due also by reason of sin, void of an interest in Jesus.  Who cua
stand, except in his righteousness, before that God who is a consuming
tire? Heb. xii. 29.

3 Then Moses said unto Aaron, This v #
that the Lorp spake, saying, I will be sanctified
in them that come nigh me, and before all the
people I will be glorified.  And Aaron held his
peace.

Reader! observe what effect grace had upon the mind of Moses. No
doubt the awful event struck terror and dismay in every beholder, but
while some trembled Moses adoied. It is sweet in our afflictions to eye
the Lord’s appointzent, and depend upon it, as long as we are enabled
to heep in view diviue wisdom, we shall never despond by human suf-
ferings.  Glserve also the pious trame of Aaron’s mind.  No doubt his
soul was convulsed with agony. It must huve been visible in his very
looks: yet Aaron held his peace. Dear Lord! grant both to him that
writes, and to him that reads, grace, in all our Jesser sorrows, to bend
in holy sabmission to thy will. Psm. xxxix. 9. Observe also, how
God enjoius a sanctification of soul in all that approach him.  Exod.
aix. 22,

4 And Moses called AMishael and Elzaphan,
the sons of Uzziel, the uncle of Aaron, and said
unto them, Come near, carry your brethren from
before the sanctuary cut of the camp.

5 So they went near, and carried them in their
coats out of the camp; as Moses had said.

Observe the fuueral ceremony, how little is suid of it. Compaie
Acts v. G—10. with Acts viil. 2. Reader! pause over the striking differ-
ence, aud then attend to what the Holy Ghest haih cansed 1o be left on
record of the blesseduess of thuse that die in tie Lord.  Rev. xiv. 13,

6 And Moses said unto Aaron, and unto Ele-
azar and unto Ithamar, his sons, Uncover not
your heads, neither rend your clothes, lest ye die,

Vor. L. . 3N
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and lest wrath come upon all the people: but let
your brethren, the whole house of Israel, bewail
the burning which the Lorp hath kindled.

7 And ye shall not go out from the door of
the tabernacle of the congregation, lest ye die:

for the anointing oil_of the Lorp s upon you.

And they did according to the word of Moses.

Observe the workings of grace. Nature dared not complain: the
deed was the Lord’s, and that was enough to prove the rectitude of it.
This stopped the mouth of Efi, 1 Sam. iii. 18. The same consideration
was urged to Job. Job. viii. 4. Reader! the best way to ascertain the
real regard we have to the Lord, is it only to acquiesce in things
when all is smooth and even, but when the Lord’s will thwarts our will.
Then to desire God’s glory, though in the accomplishment of it every
thing looks black around us ; this is grace, and grace in blessed exercise.
That was a precious frame of mind in Nekemiah, chap. ix. 32, 33.

8 € And the Lorp spake unto Aaron, saying,

9 Do not drink wine, nor strong drink, thou,
nor thy sons with thee, when ye go into the
tabernacle of the congregation, lest ye die: i shall
be a statute for ever throughout your genera-
tions.

Some have thought from this precept, that the sin of Aaron’s sons was
drunkenness. It is possible that Nadab and Abi%u might have been in-
toxicated at the time they offered the strange fire. But then, though this
horrid state of drunkenness might have been in son-e degree instrumen-
tal to the comunission of the sin for which God smote them, certain it is,
that this was not the sin itself. For it is expressly said, that the offer-
ing of strange fire was the crime. Reader! pause over the account, and
think how awful it must be in any, and how infinitely more so in minis-
ters, to be given to wine, wherein is excess. And what a daring act of
Impiety in a state of this kind, to rush into the divine presence. Lord!
keep the souls of men by thy grace from such presumptuous sins; Luke
xxi. 34.

10 And that ye may put difference between
holy and unholy, and between unclean and clean;

11 And that ye may teach the children of Is-
rael all the statutes which the Lorp hath spoken
unto them by the haud of Moses*.

12 § And Moses spake unto Aaron, and unto
Eleazar and unto Ithamar, his sons that were left,
Take the meat offering that remaineth of the offer-

* Jerem. xv. 19.
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ings of the Lorp made by fire, and eat it without

leaven beside the altar; for it ¢s most holy.

13 And ye shall eat it in the holy place, be-
cause it s thy due, and thy sons’ due, of the sa-
crifice of the Lorp made by fire: for so I am
commanded.

14 And the wave breast and heave shoulder
shall ye eat in a clean place; thou, and thy sons,
and thy daughters with thee: for they be thy due,
and thy sons’ due, which are given out of the sa-
crifices of peace offerings of the children of Israel.

15 The heave shoulder and the wave breast
shall they bring, with the offerings made by fire
of the fat, to wave # for a wave offering before
the Lorp; and it shall be thine, and thy sons
with thee, by a statute for ever; as the Lorp

hath commanded.

We have reason to lament over our own ignorance in the perusal of
those scriptures, because after all our knowledge we discern so little con-
cerning them. But if our conscious ignorance leads the heart to God
for his instruction, then will these scriptures be blessed to us. No
doubt the several distinctions made in these verses, between the most
holy and the holy, have some precious meaning. Reader! recollect
what Pgul hath said concerning the whole of them, that they are the
shadow, but the body is of Christ. It will be a well rewarded enquiry,
if the Reader should find Jesus pointed out in those scriptures, Heb. x.
1—12.

16 € And Moses diligently sought the goat of
the sin offering, and, behold, it was burnt: and he
was angry with Eleazar and Ithamar, the sons of
Aaron, which were left alive, saying,

17 Wherefore have ye not eaten the sin offering
in the holy place, seeing it # most holy, and God
hath given it you to bear the iniquity of the con-
gregation, to make atonement for them before
the Lorp?

18 Behold, the blood of it was not brought in
within the holy place; ye should indeed have eaten
it in the holy place, as I commanded.

19 And Aaron said unto Moses, Behold, this
3N2
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day have they offered their sin offering and their
burnt offering before the Lorp; and such things
have befallen me: and i I had caten the sin
offcring to-day, should it have been accepted in
the sight of the Lorp?

20 And when Moses heard that, he was con-
tent.

The goat was the sin-offering for the people. Chap. ix. 15. And by
the priest eating of it within the holy place, the instruction i:tended
to be conveved was, that the priest, as a type of the ever-blessed Jesus,
did thereby bear the iniquity of the congregation. Reader! do not
overlock thy High Priest here. 2 Cor. v. 21. Aaron’s grief made him -
fear, that if he had caten the sin-ofiering as usual, he should have hin-
dered the acceptance.  Observe how sparingly and humbly he speaks of
bis trials.  Swch things have befallen me. The prophet Hosea in after
ages was taught to say, that the bread of mourners should be polluted,
and ot suffered to be brought into the house of the Lord. Hosea ix. 4.
It should secem from the acquiescence of Moses in the reasoning of
Aaron, that his excuse was admitted. Psm. ciii. 13, 14.

S T—————
REFLECTIONS.

WHo that reads this Chapter, and beholds the awful monuments here
Leld forth to view, in the sons of Aaron struck dead before the Lord, but
must feel himself constrained to cry out with the men of Bethshemesh
upon another occasion, Hho is able to stand before this Holy Lord God!
1 Sam. vi. 20. Were these the very men whom the Lord admitted into
the nearer view of himself in the holy Mount? Were these the same Ne-
dab and Abiku, who wert up by the Lord’s own command with Moses
and Aaron to Sinai, and saw the God of Israel? Yes. Oh! learn, my
soul, from hence, tlat the more lighly favoured thou art from divine
manifestations, the more humbly do thou walk with thy Ged. May the
Lord in mercy grant, that neither gifts, nor graces, nor abilities, nor
talents, nor station, nor character, may become snares to presumption.
Dearest and ever-blessed Jesus! my eves are up unto thee with an hum-
ble supplication, that no incense but thine, no fire but of thy kindling,
may ever be found in my poor ofterings. May all my approaches be
under the blessed leadings of thine Holy Spiit. Prevent it blessed God,
that ever I should kindle a fire or compass myself about with sparks.
But neay I come to thee, thoun great Iigh Puiest of my profession!  May
the gelden altar of thy nature, be the only hallowed sanctuary of my
cblation; thy blood and righteousness the enly sacrifice wherein I put
my trust; tiny precious offering of infinite and endless value, the only pro-
pitiation to justify my soul; and thy robe of salvation the only covering
1 desire to appear 1 before God. Thus clothed T shall not be found
nehed.  And thus secured in thy righteousness, 1 shall neither approach
livhtly, nor male an offering presumptuously : but receiviig a kingdom
that carnot be moved, I shall here grace wherchy I may serve God ac-
eeptably, with revercnce and godly fear.
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CITAP. XL

CONTENTS.

The sacred historian in this Chapter, enfers wpon the subject of clean
and unclean beasts, ond shews what may be eaten and what may not.
As the Israelites were to be scparated and distinguished from all nations
of the earth; the Lord was pleased to mark them also respecting their
diet, in the flesh of beusts, of fishes, of birds, and of creeping things.

ND the Lorp spake unto DMoses and to

A Aaron, saying unto them,

At the very eutrance on the perusal of this chapter, I would beg the
Reader to attead to what the apostle saith on the general subject of
Jewish meats, by way of pointing out the blessed privileges to which we
are brought by the gospel, Heb. ix. 9, 10. And connect with tiis what
the same apostle saith elsewhere, Romans xiv. 17. 1 Tim.iv. 4, 5.
Coloss. ii. 16, 17. 1 Cor. x. 31.

2 Speak unto the children of Israel, saying,
These are the beasts which ye shall eat, among

all the beasts that are on the earth.

It is worthy of remark, that before the flood the flesh of animals was
rot allowed for food. Gen.i. 29, 30. After the flood a permisdon
was given to eat flesh. Gen. ix. 3. Here the Lord diaws a line of dis-
tinction between clean and unclean.  Certainly this was for a mark of
distinction between the Lord's people, Lsrael, and other nations.  And
it should seem that by tradition, or somewhat like it, the Lord’s people
Lad been distinguished respecting their food from the days of Abraham.
So we read, that the Egyptians would not eat bread with the Iebrews:
Gen. xlili. 32. And prebably this might have been derived from di-
vine appointment, though we have no mention made of it; because we
find that at the going into the ark, the Lord himself taught Noah concern-
ing clean and unclean creatures. Gen. vii. 2.

3 Whatsoever parteth the hoof, and is cloven-
footed, and cheweth the cud, among the beasts,
that shall ye eat.

Some have thought that in order to discountenance the most distant
approach to idolatry, those crcatures which the neiglibouring nations
made their idols, were those which the Lord marked particularly as un-
clean; that they might be held in the greater abomination Ly the Isra-
elites.  Whether this be so or not, I do not say. But one chservation 1
would make in this place concerning an error, which, for want of due
attention, some Christians have fallen into, I mean respecting swine’s
Sesh being so carefully abstained from by the Jews. It hath been
thought that they eat it uot, because Christ permitted the devil to enter
into the herd of swine: Mark v. 15. Whereas a moment’s considera-
tion would convince, that as the Jews did not believe in our Lord him-
self, consequently they pay no attention to this miracle. This scripture
of the Levitical law concerning the uuclean beast, explains it. The
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hog cheweth not the cud, and therefore, though he be cloven-footed yet
is he unclean.

4 Nevertheless these shall ye not eat, of them
that chew the cud, or of them that divide the
hoof: as the camel, because he cheweth the cud,
but divideth not the hoof; he s unclean unto
you.

5 And the coney, because he cheweth the cud,
but divideth not the hoof; he is unclean unto
you.

6 And the hare, because he cheweth the cud,
but divideth not the hoof; he # unclean unto
you.

7 And the swine, though he divide the hoof,
and be cloven-footed, yet he cheweth not the cud ;
he 25 unclean to you.

8 Of their flesh shall ye not eat, and their car-

case shall ve not touch; they are unclean to you.

I make no observations on these verses, but only just to remark, that
a spiritual and moral reflection may be drawn from every one. It was
easy to follow up the doctrine contained in them, with an eye to believers,
whose bodies are the temple of the Holy Ghost; and to shew how every
thing that is of an unclean and polluting nature should be avoided.
Ephes. v. 1—5.

9 € These shall ye eat, of all that are in the
waters: whatsoever hath fins and scales in the
waters, in the seas, and in the rivers, them shall
ye eat.

10 And all that have not fins nor scales in
the seas, and in the rivers of all that move in
the waters, and of any living thing which z in
the waters, they shall be an abomination unto you:

11 Thkey shall be even an abomination unto
you: ye shall not eat of their flesh, but ye shall
have their carcases in abomination.

12 Whatsoever hath no fins nor scales in the
waters, that shal// be an abomination unto you.

13 € And these are they which ye shall have
in abomination among the fowls; they shall not
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be eaten, they are an abomination: the eagle, and
the ossifrage, and the ospray,

14 Aund the vulture, and the kite after his
kind;

15 Every raven after his kind;

16 And the owl, and the nwht—hawk, and the
cuckow, and the hawk after his kind,

17 And the little owl, and the cormorant, and
the great owl,

18 And the swan, and the pelican, and the
gier-eagle.

19 And the stork, the heron after her kind,
and the lapwing, and the bat.

20 All fowls that creep, going upon «// four,
shall be an abomination unto you.

21 Yet these may ye eat, of every flying creep-
ing thing that goeth upon @/ tour, which have legs
above their feet to leap withal upon the carth;

22 Fven thesc of them ye may eat; the locust
after his kind, and the bald locust after his kind,
and the beetle after his kind, and the gxasshop-
per after his kind.

23 But all other flying creeping things, which
have four feet shall be an abomination unto you.

24 And for these ye shall be unclean: whoso-
ever toucheth the carcase of them shall be unclean
until the even. "

25 And whosoever beareth ought of the carcase
of them shall wash his clothes, and be unclean un-
til the even.

26 The carcases of every beast which divideth
the hoof, and s not cloven-footed, nor cheweth
the cud, are unclean unto you: every one that
toucheth them shall be unclean.

27 And whatsoever goeth upon his paws,
among all manuner of beasts that go on a/ four,
those are unclean unto you; whoso toucheth their
carcase shall be unclean until the even.
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28 And he that beareth the carcase of them
shall wash his clothes, and be unclean until the
even; they are unclean unto you.

29 € These also sha/l be unclean unto you
among the creeping things that creep upon the
earth; the weasel, and the mouse, and the tortoise
after his kind,

30 And the ferret, and the chameleon, and the
hizard, and the snail, and the mole.

3t These are unclean to you among all that
ereep: whosoever doth touch them, when they be
dead, shall be unclean until the even.

32 And upon whatsoever any of them, when
they are dead, doth fall, it shall be unclean; whe-
ther # be any vessel of wood, or raiment, or skin,
or sack, whatsoever vessel it be, wherein any work
is done, it must be put into water, and it shall be
unclean until the even; so it shall be cleansed.

33 And every earthen vessel whereinto any of
them falleth, whatscever s in 1t shall be unclean;
and ye shall break it.

34 Of all meat which may be caten, that on
which suc? water cometh shall be unclean: and
all drink that may be drunk, in every such vessel,
shall be unclean.

33 And every thing whercupon any part of their
carcase falleth shall Le unclean; whether i be oven,
or ranges for pots, they shall be broken down: for
they are unclean, and shall be unclean unto you.

30 Nevertheless a fountain or pit, wherein there
&+ plenty of water, shall be clean: but that which
touchuth their carcase shall be unclean.

And it any part of their carcase fall upon
any sowiug—secd which is to be sown, it shall be
elean.

38 But if any water be put upon the seed, and
any part of their carcase fall thercon, it sha// be un~
clean unto you.
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39 And if any beast of which ye may eat die;
he that toucheth the carcase thereof shall be un-
clean until the even.

40 And he that eateth of the carcase of it
shall wash his clothes, and be unclean until the
even: he also that beareth the carcase of it shall
wash his clothes, and be unclean until the even.

41 And every creeping thing that creepeth
upon the earth shall be an abomination; it shall
not be eaten.

42 Whatsoever goeth upon the belly, and what-
soever goeth upon a// four, or whatsoever hath
more feet among all creeping things that creep
upon the earth, them ye shall not eat; for they
are an abomination.

43 Ye shall not make yourselves abominable
with any creeping thing that creepeth, neither
shall ye make yourselves unclean with them, that
ye should be defiled thereby.

44 For I am the Lorp your God: ye shall
therefore sanctify yourselves, and ye shall be holy ;
for T am holy: neither shail ye defile yourselves
with any manner of creeping thing that creepeth
upon the earth.

45 For I am the Lorp that bringeth you out
of the land of Egypt, to be your God: ye shall
therefore be holy ; for I am holy.

46 This s the law of the beasts, and of the
fowl, and of every living creature that moveth in
the waters, and of every creature that creepeth
upon the earth:

47 'To make a difference between the unclean
and the clean, and between the beast that may be

eaten and the beast that may not be eaten.

One general observation will be all that is necessary to offer on the
law, concerning the clean and unclean among the fishes, and the fowls,
and the creeping things of the earth. 'The grand object evidently in-
tended from the whole, is to shew that we are all unclean by nature, and
made clean only in Christ Jesus. This is the first and ultimate design

Vor. I. 30
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of these laws, which were all intermediate and introductory, as leading
to the Lord Jesus. Our adored Redeemer hath delivered us from the
law of carnal ordinances, which perish with the using, being dead to
them with Christ. He hath taught us, that it is not that which goeth
into the mouth that defileth a man, but that which cometh out from
the heart. And as every creature of God is good that is sanctified by
the word and prayer; it is our happiness and privilege, that what God
hath cleansed is no longer unclean. See Coloss. ii. 21, 22. Matt, xv.
11. 1 Tim. iv. 3, 4. Acts x. 28.
e — e

REFLECTIONS,

DEAREST Jesus! enable me in every part of the law of ordinances
to be looking through them unto thee. And while calling myself a
member of thy mystical body, give me grace to be holy as thou art
holy. Separate me, O my God, from all that is unclean. Let all fil-
thiness and fornication, and uncleanness be driven far from me, and let
it not be once named by me, or thy people, as becometh saints. And
oh! do thou, by thy blessed Spirit, dwell in me and be in me. Make
my body thy temple. Bring every thought into obedience to the cap-
tivity of Christ. And while walking through the world, Lord keep me
from all the pollutions of the world. Be thou my ruler and guide, that
I may so use the world as not abusing it, because the fashion of it pass.
eth away.

CHAP. XII

CONTENTS.

The foregoing Chapter having stated what the divine law concerning
clean and unclean food is, in this proceeds to lay down the luw con-
cerning the uncleanness of a woman in child-bearing. The time pre-
scribed for her continuing in the uncleanness of child-bearing, and her
burnt offering, and sin offering are pointed out.

AND the Lorp spake unto Moses, saying,

2 Speak unto the children of Israel, say-
ing, If a woman have conceived seed, and born a
man child, then she shall be unclean seven days:
according to the days of the separation for her in-

firmity shall she be unclean.

The period of separation both from civil and religiotis communion, in
time of child-bearing was very strict: and is observed by the Jews with
equal strictness in the present hour. And the law of separation extended
even to those that attended the woman.

3 And in the eighth day the flesh of his fore-

skin shall be circamcised.
The Jews were careful to observe this eighth day, Gen. xvii. 11, 12.

4 And she shall then continue in the blood of
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her purifying three and thirty days: she shall
touch no hallowed thing, nor come into the sanc-
tuary, until the days of her purifying be ful-
filled.

Observe to what extent the law of uncleanness reached. Reader! do
you not find cause to bless God who hath done away these ordinances in
Jesus Christ? Coloss. ii. 10, 15.

5 But if she bear a maid child, then she shall
be unclean two weeks, as in her separation: and
she shall continue in the blood of her purifying
threescore and six days.

Whatever cause in the divine mind led to this double period of sepa-
ration, the believer in the Lord may learn therefrom his happiness and
privilege, that there is now no difference neither bond nor free, neither
male nor female, for his people are all one in Christ Jesus. Gal. iii.
28.

6 And when the days of her purifying are ful-
filled, for a son, or for a daughter, she shall bring
a lamb of the first year for a burnt offering, and
a young pigeon, or a turtle-dove, for a sin offering,
unto the door of the tabernacle of the congrega-
tion, unto the priest ;

Observe, both a burnt offering and a sin offering were enjoined, the
one to denote God’s mercy, the other man’s demerit. Psm. li. 5.

7 Who shall offer it before the Lorp, and
make an atonement for her, and she shall be
cleansed from the issue of her blood. This s the
law for her that hath born a male or a female.

Observe, she doth not offer it herself but the priest. Jesus is he

alone which can present our most holy things, and in whom alone both
our persons and offerings are accepted. Ephes. i. 6.

8 And if she be not able to bring a lamb, then
she shall bring two turtles, or two young pigeons ;
the one for the burnt-offering, and the other for a
sin-offering : and the priest shall make an atone-
ment for her, and she shall be clean.

Observe, though difference of circumstances made allowance for the
difference of gifts in the burni-offering, yet there was none for the sin-
offering; meaning that in sin both great and small, high and low, rich
and poor, are all upon a level. Reader! I hope you will not forget the

poverty of Jesus at his birth, whose mother after the flesh, on account
30 2
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of her humble circumstances, brought only the humble offering: Luke
ii. 22, 24.
e e
REFLECTIONS.

TRULY was it said to the woman in the garden, in sorrow thou shalt
bring forth children, I will greatly multiply thy sorrow and thy con-
ception. And thus from age to age the unalterable decree continues.
But blessed be God since Jesus came, the sorrow is turned into joy.
Jesus by his great undertaking hath finished transgression, made an end
of sin, made reconciliation for iniquity, and brought in an everlasting
righteousness.

Blessed God! help both reader and writer to praise thee for the deli-
verance from this yoke of ceremonial bondage, which neither our fa-
thers nor we were able to bear. Praised be that mercy which saveth
with the circumcision made without hands. And doubly praised be that
grace which condescended to circumcision, and the fulfilling the whole
law, and the death upon the cross, for the salvation of his people.
Dearest Lord, grant that, as in Christ Jesus, neither circumcision
availeth any thing nor uncircumcision, but a new creature; may it be
my happiness and the happiness of all thy blood-bought children, to
walk according to this rule, that peace may be on us, and mercy, and
upon the Israel of God.

CHAP. XIII.

CONTENTS.

The law concerning the uncleanness of the leprosy forms the subject
of this Chapter. The method of discovery in ascertaining the existence
of the decease, is very particularly pointed out. To which are added
laws for the regulation of persons infected with the leprosy, and for due
regard to their garments.

ND the Lorp spake unto Moses and Aaron,
saying,

In the opening of this Chapter I beg to remind the reader once again,
that Moses wrote of Jesus. In the person of Aaron as the great high
priest to whom the leper was to shew himself, we discover strong lead-
ing figures of him whom Aaron pretigured.

2 When a man shall have in the skin of his
flesh a rising, a scab, or bright spot, and it be in
the skin of his flesh Zke the plague of leprosy;
then he shall be brought unto Aaron the priest,
or unto one of his sons the priests.

Let the Reader keep in view through the whole of this account of the

leprosy of the body, the striking affinity and agreement it bears to the
sin of the scul.  As first, it was deemed to be incurable by any human
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art or means. Nay, it was thought an impious presumption on the pre-
rogative of God, to attempt to heal it. And is not this exactly the case
in respect to the guilt of our fallen nature? Who can forgive sius but
God alone? Mark ii. 7. And secondly, every one infected by this
filthy disease was to shew himself to the priest. And who doth not see
in this, that precious doctrine of the gospel shadowed forth, that the
sinner must be brought unto Jesus b fore that he can find Lealing in his
blood from sin? 1 Johni. 7. '

3 And the priest shall look on the plague in the
skin of the flesh: and when the hair m the plague
is turned white, and the plague in sight be deeper
than the skin of his flesh, it 2 a plague of leprosy :
and the priest shall look on himz, and pronounce

him unclean.

How sweetly is the Spirit’s work here pointed out in the i riest’s lock-
ing into the case of the diseased Israelite. Jesus’s Spirit is that blessed
gift to a poor sinner, which first convinceth of sin. John xvi. 8.

4 If the bright spot be white in the skin of his
flesh, and in sight de not decper than the skin,
and the bair thereof be not turned white; then
the priest shall shut up him that hatl the plague
seven days.

And how sweetly is the case of a fearful, doubting mind, described by
this supposed uncertain’y of the disease? Reader! how often when
the Holy Ghost hati been leadiug you to Jesus, your Ligh priest, how
often have you afterwards doubted whether the thing be real? John
v. 13.

5 And the priest shall look on him the scventh
day : and, behold, ¢ the plague in his sight be at
a stay, and the plague spread not in the skin;
then the priest shall shut him up seven days
more.

Ought not this state of suspense to teach believers an usefal lesson,
to wait the Lord’s time upon all occasions of doubt? Hub. ii. . And
ought not ministers, in a very particular manner, to leain herefiom with

what caution they should decide in ail cases of a spiritual nature? 1 Cor.
iv, 1—35.

6 And the priest shall look on him again the
seventh day ; and, behoid. # the plagne be some-
what dark, and the piague spread wnot in the
skin, the priest shall pronounce him clean; it is

but a scab: and he shall wash his clothes, and be
clean.
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Observe, the priest is not to say the leper is kealed, but pronounce
him clean. Reader! remark with me how evidently this refers to the
cleansing from sin by the blood of Jesus. The ten lepers, which came
to Jesus, were not said to be healed, but cleansed. And this was as
they went, according to his command, to shew themselves to the priest.
Dearest Jesus! when drawing uigh to shew myself to thee, as the high
priest, being led thereto by the constraining influence of thy Holy Spi-
rit, so may I find my soul to be cleansed, and do thou thyself pronounce
me clean by thy blood. Blatt. viit. 2, 3. Luke xvil. 12—14.

7 But if the scab spread much abroad in the
skin, after that he hath been seen of the priest
for his cleansing, he shall be scen of the priest
again.

8 And ¢/ the priest see, that, behold, the scab
spreadeth in the skin; then the priest shall pro-

nounce him unclean: it s a leprosy.

It is worthy observation, that the priests under the law, being men of
like passions with ourselves, might err: and therefore a precept is given,
that they are to look again. How sweet is it to remark, that our great
High Priest caunct be mistaken. Paul’s observation on this point is ex-
cellent.  T'he luw maketh men high priests which have infirmity ; but
¢he word of the voath which was since the law, maketh the Son, whko is
consecrated for evermore. Heb. vii. 28. And still more: the Jewish
priest, though power and ability was given to him to know the leprosy,
yet had neither power nor ability to heal it. But Jesus, our great High
Priest, both knows what state of sin we are in, and can and will cleanse
his people from it. Reader! If you and I go to Jesus, as the poor leper
did, nnder the same conscious seuse of our misery, and his competency
to defiver, crying out, Lord, if thon wilt, thou canst make me whole ;
Jesus wiil say to us as he did to him, [ will, be thou cleansed. Matt.
vii. 2, 3.

Q 4 When the plague of leprosy is in a man,

-~

then he shall be brought unto the priest :
Observe, the leper is to be drorght to the priest.  So the sinner must
be led of the Spirit.  Rowm. viii. 27.

10 And the priest shall see Aim: and, behold,
#f the rising be white in the skin, and it have turned
the hair white, and there be quick raw flesh in the
rising, _

11 It i an old leprosy in the skin of his flesh ;
and the priest shall pronounce him unclean, and
shall not shut him up: for he # unclean.

12 Aund if a leprosy break out abroad in the
skin, and the leprosy cover all the skin of him that
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hath the plague, from his head even to his foot,
wheresoever the priest looketh ;

13 Then the priest shall consider: and, behold,
i the leprosy have covered all his flesh, he shall
pronounce hum clean that hath the plague: it is all
turned white: he s clean. '

14 But when raw flesh appeareth in him, he
shall be unclean.

15 And the priest shall sec the raw flesh, and
pronounce him to be unclean; for the raw flesh
e unclean : it is a leprosy. ‘

16 Or if the raw flesh turn again, and be changed
unto white, he shall come unto the priest :

17 And the priest shall see him: and, behold,
¢ the plague be turned into white ; then the priest
shall pronounce him clean that hath the plague : he

25 clean.

Observe, every thing here indicates the spiritual discase of the soul.
It is an old discase. It 15 folded up in the heart, and is not merely skin
deep. A sinner is full of wounds, and bruises, end putrifying sores.
Isaiah i. 5. And none but the Priest of priests, even the Lord Jesus
Christ, that great High Priest of our profession, can cleanse from sia.
1 John i. 7.

18 € The flesh also in which, even in the skin
thereof, was a boil, and is healed ;

19 And in the place of the boil there be a white
rising, or a bright spot white, and somewhat
reddish, and it be shewed to the priest;

20 And if, when the priest seeth it, behold, it
be in sight lower than the skin, and the hair
thereof be turned white, the priest shall pronounce
him unclean : it s a plague of leprosy broken out
of the boil.

21 But if the priest look on it, and, behold,
there be no white hairs therein, and #f it be not
lower than the skin, but be somewhat dark ; then-
the priest shall shut him up seven days.

22 And if it spread much abroad in the skin,
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then the priest Shdli pronounce him unclean : it i
a plague.

23 But if the bright spot stay in his place, and
spread not, itz a burningboil; and the priest shall
pronounce him clean.

24 € Or if there be any flesh, in the skin where-
of there is a hot burning, and the quick flesh that
burneth have a white bright spot, soinewhat red-
dish, or white;

25 Then the pricst shall look upon it : and, be-
hold, #f the hairin the bright spot be turned white,
and it be wn sight deeper than the skin, it is a le-
prosy broken out ot the burning: wherefore the
priest shall pronounce him unclean; it & a plague
of leprosy.

26 But if the priest look on it, and, behold,
there be no white hair on the bright spot, and it be
no lower than the other skin, but be somewhat
dark, then the priest shall shut him up seven
days.

g? And the priest shall look upon him the se-
venth day : and if it be spread much abroad in the
- skin, then the priest shail pronounce him unclean;
it 25 the plague of leprosy.

28 And 1if the bright spot stay in his place, and
spread not in the skin, but it be somewhat dark ;
it zs a rising of the burning, and the priest shall
pronounce "him clean: for it s an inflammation of
the burning.

29 ¢ If a man or woman hath a plague upon
the head or the beard;

30 Then the priest shall see the plague: and,
behold if it be in sight deeper than the skin, and
there be in it a yellow thin hair; then the priest
shall pronounce him unclean: it s a dry scall,
even a leprosy, upon the head or beard.

31 And if the priest look on the plague of the
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scall, and, behold, it be not in sight deeper than
the skin, and that thereis no black hair in 1t ; then
the priest shall shut up him that hath the plague of
the scall seven days:

32 And in the seventh day the priest shall look
on the plague: and, behold, # the scall spread
not, and there be in it no yellow hair, and the
scall Je not in sight deeper than the skin;

33 He shall be shaven, but the scall shall he
not shave; and the priest shall shut up him that
hath the scall seven days more :

34 And in the seventh day the priest shall look
on the scall: and, behold, # the scall be not
spread in the skin, nor be in sight deeper than the
skin; then the priest shall pronounce him clean:
and he shall wash his clothes, and be clean.

35 But if thescall spread much in the skin after
his cleansing ;

36 Then the priest shall look on him: and, be-
hold, if the scall be spread in the skin, the priest
shall not seek for yellow hair; he #s unclean.

37 But if the scall be in his sight at a stay,
and that there is black hair grown up therein;
the scall is healed, he isclean: and the priest shall

pronounce him clean.

These verses convey the same doctrine, only they are diversified so
as to answer the diversified appearances of sin. The spots which ap-
pear without may differ, but the disease, if leprous, is the same within.
Sin breaks out in numberless ways, but the poiluted fouutain of our
fallen nature is at the bottom, and therefore the disease is the same.
Out of the heart proceed both evil thoughts and murdess, and a long
train of evils. Matt. xv. 18, 19, 20. Here again, the only remedy is
Jesus. Itis the blood of Christ alome which cleanseth from all sin.
1 Jobni. 7.

38 If a man also or a woman have in the skin
of their flesh bright spots, even white bright spots;
39 Then the priest shall look: and, behold, ¢f
the bright spots in the skin of their flesh be darkish
white ; it és a freckled spot that groweth in the

skin; he s clean.
Vor. 1. 3P
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40 And the man whose hair is fallen off his
head, he z bald ; yet s he clean.

41 And he that hath his hair fallen off from the
part of his head toward his face, he is forehead-
bald ; yet s he clean.

42 And if there be in the bald head, or bald
forehead, a white reddish sore; it z a leprosy
sprung up in his bald head, or his bald forehead.

43 Then the priest shall look upon it: and, be-
hold, #f the rising of the sore e white reddish in
his bald head, or in his bald forehead, as the le-
prosy appeareth in the skin of the flesh;

44 He is a leprous man, he i unclean: the
priest shall pronounce him utterly unclean; his
plague i in his head.

45 And the leper in whom the plague s, his
clothes shall be rent, and his head bare, and he
shall put a covering upon his upper lip, and shall
cry, Unclean, unclean.

46 All the days wherein the plague shall be in
him he shall be defiled ; he s unclean: he shall
dwell alone ; without the camp sha his habitation
be.

So infinitely important is the doctrine of being convinced of a leprous
stale, and of the impessibility of being cleansed by any thing short of
divine power; that the Holy Ghost prosecutes in these verses the same
subject. The leper is here shewn the dreadful state of being shut out,
while the disease remained uncured, from all civil or religious commu-
nion. And as an evidence that he himself is conscious of it, he is con-
tinually to keep in mind and as frequently to cry out, by way of deter-
ring any from approaching him, unclean, unclean. And what was all
this designed to shew, but that, in a gospel sense, when the heart is tho-
roughly awakened by almighty grace, to a knowledge of its own sinful-
ness and loathsomeness before God, to manifest by retirement from the
world, and lying low in the dust under a deep sense of humiliation, that
the unhumbled heart is at length subdued, and the man accepts the
punishment of his iniquity. ~Covering the upper lip, renting the clothes,
dwelling alone, and walking with the head bare; all these are so many
outward signs, of an inwerd sorrow of soul. The church is represented
as speaking this language of penitence by the prophet, when confessing
we are all as an unclean thing. Isaiah Ixiv. 6,

47 The garment also that the plague of leprosy
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is in, whether it be a woollen garment, or a linen
garment ;

48 Whether i be in the iwarp, or woof; of
linen, or of woollen ; whether in a skin, or in any
thing made of skin;

49 And if the plague be greenish or reddish in
the garment, or in the skin, either in the warp,
or in the woof, or in any thing of skin; it s a
plague of leprosy, and shall be shewed unto the
priest:

50 And the priest shall look upon the plague,
and shut up ¢ that hath the plague seven days:

51 And he shall look on the plague on the se-
venth day ; if the plague be spread in the gar-
ment, either in the warp, or in the woof, orin a
skin, or in any work that is made of skin; the
plague s a fretting leprosy ; it ¢ unclean.

52 He shall therefore burn that garment, whe-
ther warp or woof, in woollen or in linen, or any
thing of skin, wherein the plague is: for it s a
fretting leprosy ; it shall be burnt in the fire.

53 And if the priest shall look, and, behold,
the plague be not spread in the garment, either
in the warp, or in the woof, or in any thing of
skin ;

54 Then the priest shall command that they
wash the thing wherein the plague &, and he shall
shut it up seven days more:

55 And the priest shall look on the plague,
after that it is washed: and, behold, i the plague
have not changed his colour, and the plaguc be
not spread; it s unclean; thou shalt burn it in
the fire; it s fret inward, whether it be bare with-
in or without. :

56 And if the priest look, and, behold, the
plague be somewhat dark after the washing of it;

then he shall rend it out of the garment, or out
3P 2
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of the skin, or out of the warp, or out of the
woof:

57 And if it appear still in the garment, either
in the warp, or in the woof, or in any thing of
skin; itz aspreading plague: thou shalt burn that
wherein the plague zs with fire.

58 And the garment, either warp, or woof, or
whatsoever thing of skin ¢ be, which thou shalt
wash, if the plague be departed from them, then
it shall be washed the second time, and shall be
clean.

59 This ss the law of the plague of leprosy in a
garment of woollen or linen, either in the warp, or
woof, or any thing of skins, to pronounce it clean,

or to pronounce it unclean.

The apostle Jude, no doubt in allusion to this defiled state of the
garment, spea's of the hatred that is to be shewn to such as are spotted
by the flesh. Jude 23. Nothing can more fully indicate the dreadful
malignity which there is in sin. It soils all that it comes near, and de-
files every thing with which it is once connected. Well might one of
old exclaim, Lord cleanse thou me from secret faults. Psm. xix. 12,
Dearest and ever blessed Jesus! do thou wash me from all the leprosy
of sin in thy precious blood, and let the garment which I wear be the
garment of thy compleat salvation. For this can neither be spotted nor
defiled, but will be my robe of thy justifying righteousness, to cover and
adorn my soul to all eternity. Isaiah Ix1. 10.

e e e
REFLECTIONS.

How gracious was the Holy Ghost, thus, tn shadow and ir figure, to
teuck: the chureh the leprous state she stood in before God, by reason of
sin.  Aad how very precious is Jesus our Great High brought forward
to our view, thus appointed by God our Father, to whom the con-
vinced sinner might shew himself and get freed from his leprosy. Teach
e thou blessed teacher, in what a leprous state I was born by reason
of sin. Give me to see that nothing but the fountain opened for sin,
and for uacleanness, in Jesus’s blood, can cleanse my soul. Lead me
to Him by thy sweet influences, who alone can say, l'ear not, for I am
thy great Salvation. And when I am enabled to draw nigh his feot-
stool, and to shew myse 1 before him, that he may search me, and try
ne; whe wisder the deeg-est conviction of misery, I cry to the depth of
divine mercy; Jesus, master; have mercy on me, oh? do thou hear,
and answer, and cleanse me from my leprosy. And may I add, dearest
Lord, this humble boon, and do thou in mercy grant it! that I may ever
be found cloathed in thy garments, and arrayed in thy covering. The
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Lord the Spirit give me strength to put off, concerning the former con-
versation, the old man which is corrupt according to the dece'tful lsts,
and be renewed in the Spirit of my mind: and to put on the new man
which after God is created in vighteousness and true holiness.

CHAP. XIV.
CONTENTS.

As the former chapter pointed out the tokens whereby the disease of
leprosy was to be discovered: so this is directed to the vites and cere-
monies to be made use of in the cleansing of it. As the cure is wholly
Jrom the Lord, nothing is said in relation to the cure, but only the ce-
remonial part belonging to the priest’s office, after the signs of recovery
were perceived. This chapter, towards Lhe end, contains the signs of the
discovery of the leprosy in an house ; and also some laws relative to the
state of leprosy in general.

ND the Lorp spake unto Moses, saying,

2 'This shall be the law of the leper in the
day of his cleansing: He shall be brought unto
the priest:

3 And the priest shall go forth out of the camp;
and the priest shall look, and behold, 7 the plague

of leprosy be healed in the leper;

It is profitable to observe in the opening of this chapter, that the
priest in his office of examining the leper, evidently shadowed out the
features of the Lord Jesus. All communion between the congregation
and the lepreus person was prohibited, when ouce the disease was clear-
1v ascertained. But the priest was eizjoined to go forth to the camp to

- visit the leper. Now here Jesus was strongly represented. For as the
priest was liable to no initection by the visit, wheu all others would have
been in danger: so let the reader recollect that our dear Lor-, though
taking upon him our sins, was not tainted with the least defilement from
them. Heb. vii. 20. And doth not this teach us how ministers, who
are the servants of Jesus, in imitation of his bright example, are expected
to visit the worst of sinuers, under their spiritual as well as bodily dis-
eascs to minister unto them? Mark vi. 7, 13, James v. 14,

4 'Then shall the priest command to take for
him that is to be cleansed two birds alive and
clean, and cedar wood, and scarlet, and hyssop :

As the mercy of redemption by the blood and righteousness of the
Lord Jesus, extends to all the nccessities of our souls, so is it worth our
closest observation, that in the old church, in the wilderness state where
these blessings were preached, and sct forth under type and figure; all
those great leading doctrines were under one form, or other, most strik-
ingly represented. As for example, our deliverance from the wrath to
come by the blood and righteousness of the Lord Jesus, was shadowed
forth under the figure of the Jewish passover, Paul explained this
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where he said, Christ our passover was sacrificed for us. 1 Cor.v.7,
But a deliverance from evil, even from the wrath to come is not enough
to constitute happiness. For a man may be delivered from positive evil,
and yet enjoy no positive good. And this is precisely the case with our
nature, until the sin of that nature is done away by a sovereign atone-
ment. And hence under the figure of atonement, as set forth in the
Jourth chapter of Leviticus at large (see the commentary upon it) the
expiation of the sins of our nature, by the sacrifice of the Lord Jesus, is
most strikingly explained. But even here again, this would not com-
plete the sinner’s mercy, if the divine goodness had stopped here. For
a man may be mercifully delivered from the wrath to come, and the
sins of his nature atoned for by the blood and sacrifice of Jesus; but
still he himself remain incapable of enjoying true happiness, unless qua-
lified by divine grace, and made meet by the renewal of his mind from
the leprosy of sin he had lain under. Hence, therefore, in the sweet
scripture now brought before us, we are taught by God the Holy
Ghost, under the emblem of these two birds, how the blood of Jesus,
wlien applied to the guilty soul, cleanseth; and how the water of rege-
ncration maketh the renewed soul meet to be a partaker of an inheritance
with the saints in light. Jesus came not by water only, but by water
and blood. 1 Johnv. 6. As every thing here represented in the cere-
mony of the church of old, is highly significant and instructive; I ear-
nestly beg the reader to be very particular in his attention to it. Even
the lesser circumstances of the cedar wood, and scarlet, and hyssop, no
doubt had their signification.

5 And the priest shall command that one of
the birds be killed in an earthen vessel over run-
ning water:

Was not this bird slain, a type of the Lord Jesus slain for our sins?
1 Cor. xv. 3.

6 As for the living bird, he shall take it, and
the cedar wood, and the scarlet, and the hyssop,
and shall dip them and the living bird in the blood
of the bird that was Killed over the running water:

Was not this living bird dipped in the blood of the bird killed, a type
of the Lord Jesus rising for our justification, and taking with him his
own blood into the most holy place, there to appear in the presence of
God for us? Ileb.i. 3. Two birds were necessary to be chosen for
this purpose, since one could not shadow forth both these doctrines.
Mereover obscrve, that all the articles made use of in this ceremony were
dipped in the blood of the bird slain. So must all our mest holy things
be washed in the blood of Christ. Heb. ix. 21—24.

7 And he shall sprinkle upon him that is to be
cleansed from the leprosy seven times, and shall
pronounce him clean, and shall let the living bird
loose into the open field.

There is somewhat particularly striking in the sevenfold application.
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1t is very plain that the blood of Jesus must be sprinkled on the sinner,
as well as shed for the sinner. TFor an unapplied ransom is no ransom.
But wherefore seven times? is it in allusion to the perpetual necessity
of it; or is it in reference to the Spirit's continual office? Rev. i. 4.
"The flight of the living bird into the air, is perhaps, as hath been before
observed, a beautiful representation of the ascension of Jesus. But is
it not also a lively emblem of the sinner, who being cleansed from the
defilement of the leprosy of sin by the blcod of Christ, is thereby
brought into the liberty of the sons of God, aud henceforth rises in his
affections and pursuits towards heaven, whither his Saviour Christ ix
gone hefore. Coloss. iii. 1—3.

8 And he that is to be cleansed shall wash his
clothes, and shave off all his hair, and wash him-
self in water, that he may be clean: and after that
he shall come into the camp, and shall tarry
abroad out of his tent seven days.

9 But it shall be on the seventh day, that he
shall shave all his hair off his head and his beard
and his eyebrows, even all his hair he shall shave
off: and he shall wash his clothes, also he shall

wash his flesh in water, and he shall be clean.

Do not these renewed washings serve to shew that there must be the
renewals of the Holy Ghost; and the continued applications of the
blood of Jesus, as the fountain always open to the house of David, and
inhabitants of Jerusalem for sin and for uncleanness? Titus iii. 5. Zeck.
xiii. 1.

10 And on the eighth day he shall take two he
lambs without blemish, and one ewe lamb of the
first year without blemish, and three tenth deals
of fine flour for a meat offering mingled with oil,

and one log of oil.

All received mercies must be followed up with suitable acknowledg-
ments, so saith David; Psalm Ixvi. 18—16. So said Paul; Rom. xii.
1. Reader! Is it not sweet after sickness to go up to the house of
God? Jesus found his patient the first time after his cure, in the tem-
ple. Johnv. 14.

11 And the priest that maketh Aim clean shall
present the man that is to be made clean, and
those things, before the Lorp, af the door of the

tabernacle of the congregation:

Observe the leper, though now cleansed, is not suffered to bring his
own offerings; but it is the priest’s office to do this. Reader! do not
overlook this. All our offerings of our most holy things, as well as
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our persous, can only be presented by Jesus, and accepted in and through
him. Ephes. i. 6, 7.

12 Aud the priest shall take one he lamb, and
offer him for a trespass offering, and the log of
%]’ and wave them for a wave offering before the

ORD:

The waving towards heaven was intended as a sign, that the whole
offering is unto the Lord.

13 And he shall slay the lamb in the place
where he shall kill the sin offering and the burnt
offering, in the holy place: for as the sin offering
zﬁ tlhe priest’s, so s the trespass offering: it z most

oly:

Both offerings were to be in the same hallowed spot. Jesus is both
the sin-offering, and the burnt-oftering of his people.

14 And the priest shall take some of the blood
of the trespass offering, and the priest shall put ##
upon the tip of the right ear of him that is to be
cleansed, and upon the thumb of his right hand,

and upon the great toe of his right foot:
Every thing must be sprinkled that is sanctified to the Lord; and
the extremities must all be taken in, to signify that nothing is reserved,

or kept back from the Lord. Sweet thought to the believer! all is
Jesus’s.

15 And the priest shall take some of the log of
oil, and pour # into the palm of his own left
hand:

16 And the priest shali dip his right finger in
the oil that 7 in his left hand, and shall sprinkle
of the oil with his finger seven times before the
Lorp:

17 And of the rest of the oil that ¢s in his hand
shall the priest put upon the tip of the right ear
of him that is to be cleansed, and upon the thumb
of his right hand, and upon the great toe of his
right foot, upon the blood of the trespass offer-
ing:

18 And the remnant of the oil that 4s in the
priest’s hand he shall pour upon the head of him
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that is to be cleansed: and the priest shall make
an atonement for him before the Lorbp.

19 Aud the priest shall offer the sin offeiing,
and make an atonement for him that is to be
cleansed from his uncleanness; and afterward he
shall kill the burnt offering:

20 And the priest shall offer the burnt offering
and the meat oftering upon the altar: and the
priest shall mmake an atonement for him, and he

shall be clean.

The mingling the blood with the oil, beautifully set forth that both
the blood ¢f Jesus, and the anointing oil of the Holy Ghost are e .ential
in their united operations to the saivation of the sinner. May my soul
kiow the precious application of both?

2: And if he be poor, and cannot get so much;
then he shalil take one lamb for a trespass otfering
to be waved, to make an atonement for him and
one tenth deal of fine flour mingied with oil for a
meat offering, and a log of oil ;

22 Aad two turtle doves, or two young pigeons,
such as he is able to get; and the one shall be a

sin offering, and the other a burnt offering.

Observe the eondescending goodness of the Lord, to the poor ofhis
people. Sweet is that precept of the apostle’s; Let every men do ac-

cording as he is disposed in his heart ; for the Lord loveth a chearful
giver. 2Cor.ix. 7.

23 And he shall bring them on the eighth day
for his cleansing unto the priest, unto the door
of the tabernacle of the congregation, before the
Lorbp.

24 And the priest shall take the lamb of the
trespass offering, and the log of oil, and the priest
shall wave them for a wave offering before the
Lorbp:

25 And he shall kill the lamb of the trespass
offering, and the priest shall take some of the blood
of the trespass offering, and put # upon the tip of
the right ear of him that is to be cleansed, and
upon the thumb of his right hand, and upon the

great toe of his right foot:
VYou. I 3Q
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26 And the priest shall pour of the oil into the
palm of his own left hand:

27 And the priest shall sprinkle with his right
finger some of the oil that s in his left hand seven
times before the Lorp:

28 And the priest shall put of the oil that i
in his hand upon the tip of the right ear of him
that is to be cleansed, and upon the thumb of his
right hand, and upon the great toe of his right
foot, upon the place of the blood of the trespass
offering:

29 And the rest of the oil that & in the priest’s
hand he shall put upon *he head of him that is to
be cleansed, to make an atonement for him before
the Lorbp.

30 And he shall offer the one of the turtle

doves, or of the young pigeons, such as he can
get;
° 31 Even such as he is able to get, the one for
a sin offering, and the other for a burnt offering,
with the meat offering: and the priest shall make
an atonement for him that is to be cleansed before
the Lorp.

32 This 25 the law of him in whom s the plague
of leprosy, whose hand is not able to get that which

pertaneth to his cleansing.

The same rite was used for all characters; to shew that sin hath the
same polluting property. And nothing but the applied blood of Jesus.
Christ cleanseth from sin. The song in heaven is the same as that on

earth ; it is to him that was slain, and hath redeemed us unto God by
his blood. Rev.v. 9.

33 9 And the Lorp spake unto Moses and
unto Aaron, saying,

34 When ye be come into the land of Canaan,
which I give to you for a possession, and I put
the plague of leprosy in a house of the land of
YOUI' p()SS('SSlOH;

35 And he that owneth the house shall come
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and tell the priest, saying, It seemeth to me there
i as it were a plague in the house:

36 Then the priest shall command that they
empty the house, before the priest go info o to see
the plague, that all that é in the house be not
made unclean: and afterward the priest shall go
in to see the house:

37 And he shall look on the plague, and, be-
hold, 7 the plague be in the walls of the house
with hollow strakes, greenish or reddish, which in
sight are lower than the wall;

38 Then the priest shall go out of the house to
the door of the house, and shut up the house seven
days:

?’39 And the priest shall come again the seventh
day, and shall look : and, behold, 7 the plague be
spread in the walls of the house;

40 Then the priest shall command that they
take away the stones in which the plague s, and
they shall cast them into an unclean place with-
out the city:

41 And he shall cause the house to be scraped
within round about, and they shall pour out the
dust that they scrape oft without the city into an
unclean place:

42 And they shall take other stones, and put
them in the place of those stones; and he shall
take other mortar, and shall plaister the house.

43 And if the plague come again, and break
out in the house, after that he hath taken away
the stones, and after he hath scraped the house,
and after it is plaistered ;

44 'Then the priest shall come and look, and,
behold, #f the plague be spread in the house, it
a fretting leprosy in the house: it s unclean.

45 And he shall break down the house, the

stones of it, and the timber thereof, and all the
3Q2
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morter of the house; and he shall carry them forth
out of the city into an unclean place.

46 Moreover he that goeth into the house all
the while that it is shut up shall be unclean until
the even.

47 And he that lieth in the house shall wash
his clothes ; and he that eateth in the house shall
wash his clothes.

48 € And if the priest shall come in, and look
upon 1t, and, behold, the plague hath not spread in
the house, after the house was plaistered: then
the priest shall pronounce the house clean, be-
cause the plague 1s healed.

49 And he shall take to cleanse the house two
birds, and cedar wood, and scarlet, and hyssop :

50 And he shall kill the one of the birds in an
earthen vessel over running water:

51 And he shall take the cedar wood, and the
hyssop, and the scarlet, and the living bird, and
dip them in the blood of the slain bird, and in
the ranning water, and sprinkle the house seven
times:

52 And he shall cleanse the house with the
blood of the bird, and with the running water, and
with the living bird, and with the cedar wood, and
with the hyssop, and with the scarlet:

53 But he shall let go the living bird out of the
city into the open fields, and make an atonement
for the house: and it shall be clean.

54 This s the law for all manner of plague of
leprosy, and scall,

55 And for the leprosy of a garment, and of a
house,

56 And for a rising, and for a scab, and for a
bright spot.

57 To teach when ¢ 7s unclean, and when 2¢ zs
clean: this i the law of leprosy.
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The law concerning the leprosy of an house is the same as that re-
specting an individual; and the same cleansing must be adopted. Na-
tions and faniilies in this respect, come under the same character. For
all have sinned, and come short of God’s glory. There is no remedy
for either, but in the blood of Christ. Hence the same ceremony in
cleansing the house, as in the cleansing an Israelite, is appointed.
Some have thought that the house of Israel was particularly alluded to,
in this precept of taking down the leprous house, and which was literallv
fulfilled, when Israel was carried away into Babylon. But it should
rather seem to refer to our nature universally. The remains of indwell-
ing sin, in our poor corrupt and fallen bodies after all our scraping
within and without, plainly shews that like the ivy in the wall, the root
is in the heart of the building; and until the wall falls down altogether,
there will be many buddings of it. Blessed Jesus! how precious here
again, is the view of thy tender love to our nature. When we drop
these bodies in the earth, we shall through thy complete salvation
drop sin with them for ever. And when thou comest te raise us from
the grave, then shall we arise a glorified body, without spot, or wrinkle,
or any such thing. Thou will change them, that they may be fashioned
like unto thy glorious body, according to the working whereby thou art
able even to subdue all things unto thyself.

et e

REFLECTIONS.

PRAISES to the covenant God of all our mercies, that when our poor
nature was leprous, znd past all the power of recovery by human art
and contrivance; God our Father pitied our lost and low estate, and
sent his Soun to heal us of our leprosy. Praises to that gracious and
most merciful Son of God, who by taking our sins and carrying our
sorrews, hath opened deliverance for us in his blood. And no less may
we ascribe praises to the eternal Spirit, by whose gracious application
of the Saviour’s merits and righteousuess, all the leprosy of our souls
1s heaied.

Dearest, and ever blessed Lord! may it be my happiness now, in be-
ing dipped, like the living Bird, in the blood of the slain, to mount up
on tiie wings of faith and love to meet thee, thou Lord of my best at-
fections, in the heaveus. Rejoicing in the deliverance wherewith my God,
and Saviour hath made me free. Oh! may every thought, every de-
sire, every wish of my peor heart be the burat-otering, my high priest
will present for me before God the Father, in token of my renewed life.
And when it shall please my God, to take down altogether the earthly
house of thy tabernacle, which I now dwell in, where the spots and de-
filements of the leprosy of sin still appear; oh grant me that house not
made with hands, eternal in the heavens !

CHAP. XV. .

CONTENTS.

The subject of this chapter refers to the laws concerning uncleanness,
both as to men and women.
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AND the Lorp spake unto Moses and to Aaron,
saying,

2 Spcak unto the children of Israel, and say
unto them, When any man hath a running issue
out of his flesh, because of his issue he s unclean.

3 And this Shd“ be his uncleanness in his issue :
whether his flesh run with his isssue, or his flesh
be stopped from his issue, it is his uncleanness.

4 Every bed, whereon he lieth that hath the
issue, is unclean: and every thing g, whereon he
sitteth shall be unclean.

5 And whosoever toucheth his bed shall wash
his clothes, and bathe hunself in water, and be un-
clean until the even.

6 And he that sitteth on aeny thing whereon he
sat that hath the issue shall wash hlS clothes, and
bathe kimself in water, and be unclean until the
even.

7 And he that toucheth the flesh of him that
hath the issue shall wash his clothes, and bathe
himself in water, and be unclean until the even.

8 And if he that hath the issue spit upon him
that is clean; then hLe shall wash his clothes, and
bathe hzmself in water, and be unclean until the
even. .

9 9 And what saddle soever he rideth upon
that hath the issue shall be unclean.

10 And whosoever toucheth any thing that was
under him shall be unclean until theeven: and he
that beareth any of those things shall wash his
clothes, and bathe himself in water, and be unclean
until the even.

11 And whomsoever he toucheth that hath the
issue, and hath not rinsed his hands in water, he
shall wash L¢s clothes, and bathe himself in water,
and be unclean until the even.

12 And the vessel of earth, that he toucheth
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which hath the issue, shall be broken: and every
vessel of wood shall be rinsed in water.

13 € And when he that hath an issue is cleansed
of his issue; then he shall number to himself
seven days for his cleansing, and wash his clothes,
and bathe his flesh in running water, and shall be
clean.

14 And on the eighth day he shall take to him
two turtle doves, or two young pigeons, and come
before the Lorp unto the door of the tabernacle
of the congregation, and give them unto the
priest:

15 Anud the priest shall offer them, the one for
a sin offering, and the other for a burnt offering ;
and the priest shall make an atonement for him
before the Lorp for his issue.

16 9 And if any man’s seed of copulation go out
from him, then he shall wash all his flesh in water,
and be unclean until the even.

17 And every garment, and every skin, where-
on is the seed of copulation, shall be washed with
water, and be unclean until the even.

* 18 The woman also with whom man shall lie
with seed of copulation, they shall doth bathe them-

selves in water, and be unclean until the even.

Such are the natural consequences of our fallen state, that every thing
connected with it is unclean. The very desires of nature are corrupt,
and the multiplying of our species is in sin. Psalm li. 5. If we spi-
ritualize this scripture and consider it as emblematical of the state of the
soul; the running issues of evil from thence are innumerable. See
those scriptures. Isaiah i. 4—6. Hosea iv. 1, 2. Matt. xv. 19, 20.
But what a precious relief to the soul, that is conscious of this, is that
gracious scripture, in which God promiseth to cleanse the soul from all
its filthiness. Ezek. xxxvi. 25—27. And what a happy state is that
soul arrived at, in whom those promises have been fulfilled, and who
hath an experimental knowledge of that grand truth, 1 Johni. 7.

19 And if a woman have an issue, and her issue
in her flesh be blood, she shall be put apart seven
days: and whosoever toucheth her shall be un-
clean until the even.
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20 And every thing that she lieth upon in her
separation shall be unclean: every thing also that
she sitteth upon shall be unclean.

21 And whosoever toucheth her bed shall wash
his clothes and bathe himse/f in water, and be un-
clean until the even.

22 And whosoever toucheth any thing that she
sat upon shall wash his clothes, and bathe himself
in water, and be unclean until the even.

23 And if it be on ker bed, or on any thing
whereon she sitteth, when he toucheth it, he shall
be unclean until the even.

24 And if any man lie with her at all, and her
flowers be upon him, he shall be unclean seven
days; and all the bed whereon he lieth shall be
unclean.

25 And if a woman have an issue of her blood
many days out of the time of her separation, or if
it run beyond the time of her separation; all the
days of the issue of her uncleanness shall be as
the days of her separation: she shal/ be unclean.

26 Every bed whereon she lieth all the days of
her issue shall be unto her as the bed of her sepa-
ration: and whatsoever she sitteth upon shall be
unclean, as the uncleanness of her separation.

27 And whosoever toucheth those things shall
be unclean, and shall wash his clothes, and bathe
kimself in water, and be unclean until the even.

28 ¢ But if she be cleansed of her issue, then
she shall number to herself seven days, and after
that she shall be clean.

29 And on the eighth day she shall take unto
her two turtles, or two young pigeons, and bring
them unto the priest, to the door of the taberna-

cle of the congregation.

What was before appointed respecting the pollutions of men, is here
equally appoiuted to women: teaching us thereby, the universal taint
of evil, which attaches itself to both sexes, and concludes all under sin.
Believers in Jesus, can better feel, than any for them can point out,
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what self-loathings, and abhorrence, arise at times, in the soul of a truly
regenerated follower of the Lamb, under a sense of this body of sin and
death, we carry about with us. As Paul groaned being burthened with
it; so do they. Happy the persou, whether man or woman, that hath
grace to possess his vessel in sanctification and honour; and not in the
lust of concupisence; 1 Thess. iv. 4.

30 And the priest shall offer the one for a sin

offering, and the other for a burnt offering; and

the priest shall make an atonement for her before
the Lorp for the issue of her uncieanness.

31 Thus shall ye separate the children of Israel
from their uncleanness; that they die not in their
uncleanness, when they defile my tabernacle that
¢s among them.

32 This s the law of him that hath an issuc,
and of him whose seed goeth from him, and is de-
filed therewith;

33 Aud of her that is sick of her flowers, and
of him that hath an issue, of the man, and of the
woman, and of him that lieth with her that

unclean.

The reason given for all this, in not defiling the tabernacle, is now
much stronger with believers; for now the tabernacle of God is with
them, and he doth dwell with them. Their bodies are his temple. 1 Cor.
vi. 19,

e —— e

REFLECTIONS.

My soul! while thou findest continual cause to bless God, that thou
art not under the yoke of carnal ordinances; seek grace also, to be
cleansed from all filthiness of flesh and spirit, and to perfect holiness in
the fear of God. And oh! thou holy Saviour, since thou hast taught
me by the sweet teachings of thy blessed Spirit, that none can bring a
glean thing out of an unclean; let a deep sen-e of sin, and even of those
involuntary issues of evil, which flow from me I know not how, lay me
low in the dust of self-abasement, crying out, uncleen, unclean. May
these things become the stronger motives to bring my soul to thee.
May every thing tend to endear thee to my heart. And may God the
Holy Ghost be gontinually making a renewed application to my pol-
luted soul of the blood which cleanseth from all sin, that when thou
eomest the second time, without sin unto salvation, I may be found,

without spot-or wrinkle or any such thing,—holy and without
blemish before thee in love.

Yor. 1. a R
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CHAP. XVL
CONTENTS.

This chapter, take it allogelher, is perhaps, as interesting and im-
portant as any, in the whole Levitical dispensation. And if explained
to us, by the gospel, will be found worthy the most serious and close
attention of all real believers in Christ. 1t contains the memorable ac-
count of the appointed ordinance, to be observed once only in every
year, of the duy of atonement. How the high priest is to enber, on this
solemn day, into the holy place: the prohibition of his ever entering
there but upon that day; the service he is to perform ; the manner of
performing it ; the sin-gffering he is to bring, first for his own sins,
and then for the sins of his people: these things are all here particu-
larly set down and appointed. The ceremony to be observed also re-
specting the scape-goat, forms a part of this chapter ; and the atten-

tion Lo be shewn by the people, upon this memorable occasion is pointed
oult.

ND the Lorp spake unto Moses after the
death of the two sons of Aaron, when they

offered before the Lorp, and died;

In the opening of this chapter, 1 beg the Reader once again to keep
in view the motto, which indeed ought to stand at the head of every
chapter of the writings of Moses, and which I requested might be re-
membered, Aoses wrote of Christ. And as the Apostle to the He-
brews, expressly tells us, that the Holy Ghost signified to the church in
the wilderness, by this annual service, the great leading points of salva-
tion by Jesus; here in a very especial nwnner ought our attention to be
awakened. Heb. ix. 7, 8.

2 Aund the Lorp said unto Moses, Speak unto
Aaron thy brother, that he come not at all times
into the holy place within the vail before the
mercy seat, which i upon the ark; that he die

not: for I will appear in the cloud upon the mercy
seat.

The death of the two sons of Aaron, though priests before God, evi-
dently taught that their sins, as well as the sins of the people, Justly
exposed them and all men universally to death; and without the atone-
ment of blood hy Jesus, no flesh could be saved. Heb. ix. 22. Reader!
what @ precicus privilege do true believers in Jesus possess; that our
merey-seat, which is Christ himself, we may not only approach at all
times; but we are enjoined at all times to draw near with full assurance
of faith. 1f was death to the Israclite to come near at any other sea-
son, than wheu appointed. It is the Zife of our soul to be always
drawing nigh, and our death only when kept from it. The covenant
God of Israel, then appeared to lsrael, but in a cloud. The covenant
God of Isiael now appears unveiled, in the person of his dear Son.
Aud we all with open face, as in a glass, behold the glory of the Lord.
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Oh! for the sweet leadings, and influences of God the Holy Ghost,
that having boldness to enter into the holiest by the blood of Jesus,
we may at all times draw near and find acceptance in the beloved.
Heb. x. 19, 20.

3 Thus shall Aaron come into the holy place;
with a young bullock for a sin offering, and a ram
for a burnt oftering.

4 He shall put on the holy linen coat, and he
shall have the linen breeches upon his flesh, and

shall be girded with a linen girdle, and with the

linen mitre shall he be attired: these are holy gar-
ments; therefore shall he wash his flesh in water,

and so put them on.

Here do I not see Jesus, strongly represented by the high priest?
Observe, the garments of Aaron. He is not cioathed in his rich glori-
ous vestiments on this day; because it was a day of humiliation. Ile
had not on the Ephod with the precious stones; but clean linen only.
And did not this represent the Son of God, who when he died on the
cross, as the sin-offering of his people, laid aside the glories of the
Godhead, and appeared in the humble garment of mortality. Heb. ii.
16, 17.

5 And he shall take of the congregation of the
children of Israel two kids of the goats for a sin

offering, and one ram for a burnt oftering.

6 And Aaron shall offer his bullock of the sin
oftering, which iz for himself, and make an atene-

ment for himself, and for his house.

Observe, the distinction made between the offering intended for the
priest, and for the people. Jesus though in all poiuts, like as we are,
yet was without sin. 2 Cor. v. 21.

The apostle Paul, who was commissioned by the Holy Gheost, to ex-
plain the whole of this memorable service to the Church, hath drawn se-
veral very striking lines of distinction, in order to shew, both the agree-
ment which the Jewish ceremony carried with it to the Curistian sacri-
fice; and no less the vast dissimilarity. The Jewish high-priest offered
first for his own sins, and then for the sins of the people. This he
needed because he was himself a sinner. But our Jocus heing holy,
harmless, undefiled, and separate from sinners, needud no sacritice for
himself.—The Jewish high priest enteied the holy place, but ence in
every year. Our Jesus hath entered ouce for ¢/, having obtained eter-
nal redemption for his people.—The Jewish high priest enteied into the
holy place, with the blood of others.  Qur Jesus with his own blood. —
The Jewish high priest was obiiged to repeat this service every vear,
testifying therehy, the weakness and insufficiency of it. Our high priest,
by the offering of his precious body, an offering for sin, once for all,
hath for ever perfected thereby, them that are sanctified. These things

SR ¢
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are beautifully explained to us, by the Holy Ghost himself, through the
ministry of the apostle; and we never can be sufficiently thankful to him
forit. See Heb. ix. throughout. Heb. x. 10—12.

7 And he shall take the two goats, and present
them before the Lorp a¢ the door of the taber-
nacle of the congregation.

Jewish writers have dwelt very largely on explaining the method the
high priest cbserved in this ceremony. But I would rather confine my
views of it, to what the Holy Ghost hath been pleased to communicate
to the church. The presentation of the two goats before the Lord is
striking. 'The one which was to be slain, and the other that was to es-
cape; both significantly set forth the different state respecting sin to be
expiated and the sioner to be pardoned. And was not Jesus repre-
sented in both?  Did not the slain goat, typify Jesus slain for our sins?
Did not the scape goat, represent his carrying our sins away into the
land of everlasting forgetfulness? Jerem. 1. 20.

8 And Aaron shall cast lots upon the two
goats ; one lot for the Lorp, and the other lot
for the scapegoat™®.

9 And Aaron shall bring the goat upon which
the Lorp’s lot fell, and offer him jfor a sin offer-
ng.

Reader! while attending to every minute circamstance in this grand
affair, do not overlook, nor forget, what is said of Jesus, that he was

verily fore-ordained to all these services, before the foundation of the
world. 1 Pet. i. 20.

10 But the goat, on which the lot fell to be the
scapegoat, shall be presented alive before the
Lorp, to make an atonement with him, and to

let him go for a scapegoat into the wilderness.

There needed two goats, n order to represent both offices of Jesus;
the gne dying for our sins: the other rising again, and ascending to glory
for our justification. Rom. viii. 34.

11 € And Aavon shall bring the bullock of the
sin offering. which # for himsclf, and shall make
an atonement for himself, and for his house, and
shall kill the bullock of the sin offering which zs for

himself:

Reader! do observe, that before the high priest of the Jewish church,
could offer for the people, he must first be brought into a state of recon-
ciliation himself. Sweet view of Jesus. He also was offered on the great
day of atonement to reconcile his house, whose house are we. But

* Prov. xvi. 33,
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though made in the likeness of sinful flesh, and indeed made sin for us,
that we might be made the righteousness of God in him, yet he himself
knew no siu, neither was guile found in his mouth. Compare Tsaiah liii.
with 1 Pet. i.. 22, 24. :

12 And he shall take a censer full of burning
coals of fire from oft the altar before the Lorp,
and his hands full of sweet incense beaten small,
and bring # within the vail:

13 And he shall put the incense upon the fire
before the Lorp, that the cloud of the incense
may cover the mercy seat that s upon the testi-

mony, that he die not:

John beautifully explains this in reference to the Lord Jesus. Rev.
viii. 3—5. Reader! pray for the enlightening grace of the Holy Ghost,
that you may, by faith, look within the vail, whither our forerunner is
for us entered ; and there behold the Great High Priest of our profes-
sion, appearing in the presence of God for us; and there pleading the
true incense of his own merits, the sole cause of our acceptance before
God. Heb. i 3.

14 And he shall take of the blood of the bul-
lock, and sprinkle ¢ with his finger upon the
mercy seat eastward; and before the mercy seat
shall he sprinkle of the blood with his finger seven
times.

Did uot the sprinkling with the blood, signity the blood of sprinkiing
to which true believers are come? Ieb. xii. 24. Did not the applying
of it upon the mercy-seat, eastward, and hefore it, <ignify that the
church and ordinances must all he washed and made clean in the blood
of the Lamb?  And did not the very act of sprinkling, imply that the
merits and efticacy of the blood of Jesus must be applied to the sinner’s
conscience, as well as shed for the sinner, to render it etficacious? Rom.
iv. 23, Q0.

15 Then shall he kill the goat of the sin offer-
ing, that z for the people, and bring his blood
within the vail, and do with that blood as he did
with the blood of the bullock, and sprinkle it
upon the mercy seat, and before the mercy
scat :

16 And he shall make an atonement ior the
holy place, because of the uncleanness of the chil-
. dren of Israel, and because of their transgressions
in all their sins: and so shall he do for the taber-
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nacle of the congregation, that remaineth among
them in the midst of their uncleanness.

The same ceremony for the people as for himself, implied the univer-
sal taint of corruption ; both alilke in priest and people. It is nothing
short of the blood of Jesus Christ, that cleanseth from all sin. Reader?!
meditate again and again on that sweet scripture, which can never be
too strongly impressed upen the mind; that such an high priest be-
came us, who is holy, harmless, undefiled, separate from sinners. Heb.
vil. 206, 27.

17 And there shall be no man in the taberna-
cle of the congregation when he goeth in to make
an atunement in the holy place, until he come out,
and have made an atonement for himself, and for
his houshold, and for all the congregation of Is-
rael,

Observe what is here said of the high priest being alone; and then
turn to what Isaiah saith of Jesus, chap. Ixiii. 5. And do not forget
that in our Lord’s agony in the garden, and in the height of his sufter-
ings, all his disciples left him.

18 And he shall go out unto the altar that s
before the Lorp, and make an atonement for it;
and shall take of the blood of the bullock, and of
the blood of the goat, and put ¢ upon the horns
of the altar round about.

Doth not this return of the high priest from within the vail to the
altar, sweetly shadow out the coming forth of the Lord Jesus, by the
influences of the Holy Ghost, to bless and meet his church and people
in the way of ordinances, and the several means of grace by his gos-
pel?  And may we not consider it also, as a striking resemblance of his
second coming without sin unto salvation, when he will come to be glo-
rifted in his saints, and to be admired in ail them that believe ? 2 Thess.
i 10,

19 Aud he shall sprinkle of the blood upon it
with his finger seven times, and cleanse it, and
hallow it from the uncleanness of the children of
Israel.

20 € And when he hath made an end of recon-
ciling the hely place, and the tabernacle of the
congregation, and the altar, he shall bring the
live goat:

21 Aund Aaron shall lay both his hands upon
the- head of the live goat, and confess over him
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all the iniquities of the children of Israel, and all
their transgressions in all their sins, putting them
upon the head of the goat, and shall send him
away by the hand of a fit man into the wilder-
11€S8S

22 And the goat shall bear upon him all their
iniquities unto a land not inhabited : and he shall
let go the goat in the wilderness.

This putting of both hands upon the head of the goat, and econfess-
ing over the animal all the iniquities of Israel, implied in the strongest
way possible, the truth of that scripture, that the Lord hath laid on Je-
sus the iniquities of us all. Isaiah liii. 6. And the dismission of the
goat, thus typically laden, with the sins of lsrael into the wilderne-s;
carried with it this i:iea, that when the Lord forgives sin, he is said to
remember it no more. See those scriptures, Micah vii. 19. Isaiah
xxxviil. 17. Psm. ciii. 12. Dearest Jesus! enable me by faith, to lay
my hand upon thy sacred head, and confess with shame and confusicn
of face, my numberless transgressions. And oh ! may 1 find grace and
faith, to be in such lively exercise, that I inay know for myselt that I
have redemption in thy blood, even the forgiveness of all my sins, ac-
cording to the riches of thy grace. Ephes. i. 7.

23 And Aaron shall come into the tabernacle
of the congregation, and shall put off the linen
garments, which he put on whea he went into the
holy place, and shall leave them there:

24 And he shall wash his fesh with water in
the holy place, and put on his garments, and
come forth, and offer his burnt oftering, and the
burnt offering of the people, and make an atone-
ment for himself, and for the people.

Did not the frequent washing, mentioned in this chapter of the High
Priest, and the change of garments, carry with them somewhat expres-
sive of the person of Jesus, and the cperations of the Holy Ghost on the
minds of his people? Titus iii. 5, 6.

25 And the fat of the sin oftering shail he burn
upon the altar*.

20 And he that let go the goat for the scape-
goat shall wash his clothes, and bathe his flesh in
water, and afterward come into the camp.

27 And the bullock for the sin offering, and

* Exod. xxix. 13,
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the goat for the sin offering, whose blood was’
brought in to make atonement in the holy place,
shall one carry forth without the camp, and they
shall burn in'the fire their skins, and their flesh,
and their dung.
28 And he that burneth them shall wash his
clothes, and bathe his flesh in water, and after-
ward he shall come into the cam

Can any thing more stuknw]y describe the dehhnv nature of sin, th'm
what these verses represent of ceremonial uncleanness?  So far we see
were these sacrifices and offerings incompetent to take wway sin, that the
very use of them demanded further cleansiug.  Our most holy things are
all unholy, and all require cleansing in the blood of Jesus. The aposﬂe s
arguments upon these things are final and decisive: Heb. x. 1—+t. But

how satisfactory doth the same apostle add the perfect forgiveness of sins
by the oblation of Jesus? Heb. x. 14.

29 € And #us shall be a statute for ever unto
you: that in the seventh month, on the tenth day
of the month, ye shall afflict your souls, and do
no work at all, whether it be one of your own coun-
try, or a stranger that sojourneth ¢ among you:

30 For on that day shall #he priest make an
atonement for you, to cleanse you, 7haf ye may be
clean {from all your sins before the Lorb.

31 It shall be asabbath of rest unto you, and ye
shall afflict your souls, by a statute for ever.

32 And the priest, "wiom he shall anoint, and
whom he shall consecrate to minister in the priest’s
office in his father’s stead, shall make the atone-
ment, and shall put on the linen clothea, even the
holy garments:

33 And he shall make an atonement for the
holy sanctuary, and he shall make an atonement
for the tabernacle of the congregation, and for the
altar, and he shall make an atonement for the
priests, and for all the people of the congrega-
tion.

34 And this shall be an everlasting statute un-
to you, to make an atonement for the children of
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Israel for all their sins once a year. And he did

as the Lorp commanded Moses.

Such was the vast importance of this ordinance in the Jewish church,
that the Lord commanded its perpetual observance until the great sacri-
fice, which the whole of this service typified, should be accomplished.
When the substance was fulfilled, the shadow for ever cexsed. Chuist
being come our Great High Priest, the legal dispensation of ordinances
gives way to the venerable and precious institutions of the gospel; and
Jesus having, by his own blood, entered once into the holy place, hath
obtained eternal redemption for us.

B e
REFLECTIONS.

PAUSE, my soul, over this precious chapter, and take another view of
thy Great High Priest, in the type of him here presented on the day of
atonement. Behold in Aaron the resemblance of him, who, in respect
to his human nature, was taken froin among men, colemnly called to the
priesthood, and confirmed in the office by an oath. And do not forget,
my soul, that it was the Father’s rich love, which both appointed and
furnished thy Jesus, with every necessary gift and grace for the werk,
that his sacrifice might be of mfinite value, and his person altogether
competent to the arduous undertaking of bearing the sins of his people;
an undertahing, the weight of which would have crushed the whole race
of men and angels. Behold Jesus, fully qualified, entering upon the
glorious service! See him as the great High Priest of thy profession, on
the solemn day of atonement, going in before the mercy-seat. And fix
thine eye, with steady faith, on this God-man Christ Jesus, while look-
ing after him within the vail, hecause he entereth not with the blood of
others, but with his own blood; and because he entereth not within the
vail of an earthly sanctuary, but into heaven itself, there to appear in the
presence of God for us. Hail, precious Saviour! all glory to thy name,
now thou art gone before, and hast taken possession of the reaims above
in our name. Remember Lord, thy sweet promise, and may it be my
portion, to feel the constraining influence of it in my heart. For thou
didst say, before thy departure; and I, if I be lifted up will draw oll
men unto me. Lord draw 1ay soul upward, heavenward, Christward;
and 1 will run after thee, for thou art the Lord my God!

CHAP. XVII
CONTENTS.

The substance of this chapter, respects the appointed method of
making the offerings. The blood of «ll slain beasts, must be presenied
at the door of the tabernucle. The bloed is not to be caten, neither
must the flesh of what dieth alore, or is torn by beasts, be {aken for
JSoed.

' AND the Lorp spake unto Moses, saying,
2 Speak unto Aaron, and unto his sons,
and unto all the children of Israel, and say unto

Vou. L. 38
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them; This as the thing which the Lorp hath
commanded, saying,

3 What man soever there be of the house of Is-
rael, that killeth an ox, or lamb, or goat, in the
camp, or that killeth ¢ out of the camp,

4 And bringeth it not unto the door of the ta-
bernacle of the congregation, to offer an offering
unto the Lorp before the tabernacle of the Lorp;
blood shall be imputed unto that man; he hath
shed blood; and that man shall be cut off from
among his people:

5 To the end that the children of Israel may
bring their sacrifices, which they offer in the open
field, even that they may bring them unto the
Lorp, unto the door of the tabernacle of the
congregation, unto the priest, and ofter them for
peace offerings unto the Lorbp.

6 And the priest shall sprinkle the blood upon
the altar of the Lorp a¢ the door of the taberna-
cle of the congregation, and burn the fat for a

sweet savour unto the Lorbp.

It is delightful, even in our most common concerns, to trace some-
what of the ever-blessed Jesus. And it is delightful to the true believer
in Christ, to trace in the church’s history in the wilderness, that the
faithful in those days were taught of God the Holy Ghost, to be doing
somewhat in all their tiansactions, that had either a near or remote view
to him. As the children of Israel were enjoined to bring their slaughter-
ed animals unto the door of the tabernacle of the congregation, unto the
priest; was not ihis in express reference to Jesus, who is the true taber-
nacie which the Lord pitched, and not man? Heb. viii. 2.

7 And they shall no more offer their sacrifices
unto devils, after whom they have gone a whor-
ing. This shall be a statute for ever unto them

throughout their generations.

it is probable, that Israel had acquired from long sojourning in
Egypt the horrid custom of sacrificing to devils. The sacred writer
gives a melancholy accourt of Israel on this occasion. Numb. xxv. 3,
Deut. xxxii. 17.

8 And thou shalt say unto them, Whatsoever
man there be of the house of Israel, or of the
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strangers which sojourn among you, that offereth
a burnt offering or sacrifice,

9 And bunweth it not unto the door of the ta-
bernacle of the congregation, to offer it unto the
Lorp; even that man shall be cut off from among
his people

It had becn permitted of God in the patriarchal age, that masters of
houses and heads of families, might erect altars and offer sacrifices
wherever they found occasion. See Gen. xii. 8. xxii. 13, 14. xxviii.
18. Probably this indulgence had been abused, and therefore during
the wilderness state it was restrained. Yet in gospel ¢ays one of the
sweet promises was, that in every place incense should be offered unto
the Lord, and a pure offering. Mal. i. 11. Reader! Jesus is our altar,

by whom, and upon whom, we have access to God, to offer up spiritual
sacrifices in all places continually. Heb. xiii. 15.

10 € And whatsoever man #here be of the house
of Israel, or of the strangers that sojourn among
you, that eateth any manner of blood; I willeven
set my face against that soul that cateth blood, and

will cut him off from among his people.

11 For the life of the flesh ¢ in the blood: and
I have given it to you upon the altar to make an
atonement for your souls: for it i the blood that
maketh an atonement for the soul.

12 Therefore I said unto the children of Israel,
No soul of you shall eat blood, neither shall any

stranger that sojourneth among you eat blood.

Thls precept was given as early as in the days of Noah. So leading
a doctrine was the atonement, that even then it was held forth in these
distant allusions. See Gen. ix. 4, 5. Levit. iii. 17.

13 And whatsoever man there be of the children
of Israel, or of the strangers that sojourn among
you, which hunteth and catcheth any beast or fowl
that may be eaten; he shall even pour out the
blood thereof, and cover it with dust.

14 For o is the life of all flesh; the blood of
it is for the life thereof: therefore I say unto the
children of Israel, Ye shall eat the blood of no
manner of flesh: for the life of all flesh 4 the

blood thereof: whosoever eateth it shall be cut
off.

38 ¢
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15 And every soul that eateth that which died
of utself, or that which was torn with beasts, whether
ot be one of your own country, or a stranger, he
shall both wash his clothes, and bathe /Zzmself in
water, and be unclean until the even: then shall
he be clean.

16 But if he wash them not, nor bathe his flesh ;

then he shall bear his iniquity.

What a precious consideration is it fo a true believer in Jesus, that
Christ hath redeemed us from the curse of the law, being made a curse
for us. Observe, what those two great apostles Peter and Paul, have
said on this subject of the Mosaic law in general. Peter observes the
heaviness of the yoke: Acts xv. 10, 11. And Paul the unprofitableness
of it, Romans xiv. 14—17.

B e cammttmmmaead
REFLECTIONSA.

BLEssED Jesus! help me by the leadings and influences of thy good
Spirit to be continually bringing all my offerings unto thee, and in thee,
and through thee, may they be presented to God, even thy Father.
Thou art the true tabernacle and the altar, and the sacrifice, and the
offering, and the great high priest by whom alone they are accepted.
Oh! may every thing center in thee, as every good gift and every per-
fect gift cometh from thee. And while I find cause to bless the Author
of all my mercies, that I am not under a covenant of works, but of
grace; may I still have respect unto all thy commandments, when thow
hast taught my soul thy statutes: never forgetting what thy servant the
apostle hath said, that we are not without law to God, but under the
law to Christ. Dearest Lord! how delightful is the thought, that
thou art the end of the law for righteousness to every ome that be-
lieccth.

CHAP. XVIIL
. CONTENTS.

" This Chapter contains cautions against being seduced to the com-
mission of heathenish practices. Particular laws are enjoined against
verious poliutions, such as unlawful marrieges, unlewful lusts, and
the like; and the ruin of the men of Canaan from the indulgence in

those things, is mentioned as a means to deter others from the commis-
sion of them.

AN D the Lorp spake unto Moses, saying,
2 Speak unto the children of Isracl, and say

unto them, I am the Lowrp your God.

The lavis which are given in this Chapter, are strikingly introduced
by the authority of the lawgiver. I am the Lord your God. That
Lord, which by right of sovereignty ought to be obeyed. That cove-
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nant God, which by virtue of the 1elationship hath a special claim upon
fsrael. And let the reader observe how frequently, through the
Chapter, this authority is repeated.

3 After the doings of the land of Egypt,
wherein ye dwelt, shall ye not do: and after the
doings of the land of Canaan, whither 1 bring
you, shall ye not do: neither shall ye walk in
their ordinances.

4 Ye shall do my judgments, and keep mine
ordinances, to walk therein: I am the Lorbp your
God.

5 Ye shall therefore keep my statutes, and my
judgments: which if a man do, he shall live in

them: I am the Lorbp.

How David speaks of his love to the Lord’s judgments, Psalm cxix.
throughout! But, Reader, did not these stalufes, judgments, testi-
monies, &c. (which as far as I recollect are mentioxed, uuder one term
or another in every verse of that Psalm excepting two) refer to the
person of Jesus who is the sum and substance of afl the law and the
commandments? Rom. x. 4.

6 None of you shall approach to any.that is
near of kin to him, to uncover ticir nakedness: 1
am the Lorp.

7 The nakedness of thy father, or the naked-
ness of thy mother, shalt thon not uncover: she
is thy mother; thou shalt not uncover her naked-
ness.

8 The nakedness of thy father’s wife shalt thou
not uncover: it @ thy father’s nakeduess.

9 The nakedness of thy sister, the daughter of
thy father, or daughter of thy mother, whether she
be born at home, or born abroad, even their naked-
ness thou shalt not uncover.

10 The nakedness of thy son’s dauzhter, or of
thy daughter’s daughter, even their nakeduess thou
shalt not uncover: for their’s & thine own naked-
ness.

11 The nakedness of thy father’s wife’s daugh-
ter, begotten of thy father, she s thy sister, thou
shalt not uncover her nakedness.
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12 Thou shalt not uncover the nakedness of
thy father’s sister: she s thy father’s near kins-
woman.

13 Thou shalt not uncover the nakedness of
thy mother’s sister: for she i thy near kinswo-
man.

14 Thou shalt not uncover the nakedness of
thy father’s brother, thou shalt not approach to
his wife : she s thine aunt.

15 Thou shalt not uncover the nakedness of
thy daughter in law: she i thy son’s wife; thou
shalt not uncover her nakeduess.

16 Thou shalt not uncover the nakedness of
thy brother’s wife: it és thy brother’s nakedness.

17 Thou shalt not uncover the nakedness of a
woman and her daughter, neither shalt thou take

her son’s daughter, (’)cr her daughter’s daughter, to
uncover her nakedness; for they are her near
kinswomen : it is wickedness.

18 Neither shalt thou take a wife to her sister,
to vex /fer, to uncover her nakedness, beside the

other in her life time.

These precepts, considered in a moral sense, carry with them convic-
tion of their own propriety. Ard if explaiced spiritually, they serve to
convey this idea, that the souls who are taken into covenant relation by
virtue of their union with their great spiritual head, dare not commit
spiritual fornication. Hosea ii. 2, 3. 1 Cor. vi. 13, 15.

19 § Also thou shalt not approach unto a wo-
man to uncover her nakedness, as long as she is
put apart for her uncleanness.

20 Moreover thou shalt not lie carnally with
thy neighbour’s wife, to defile thyself with her.

21 And thou shalt not let any of thy seed pass
through 7he fire to Molech, neither shalt thou
profane the name of thy God: I am the Lorb.

22 Thou shalt not lie with mankind, as with
womankind : it zs abomination.

* 23 Neither shalt thou lie with any beast to
defile thyself therewith: neitlier shall any woman
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stand before a beast to lie down thereto: it s
confusion.

24 Defile not ye yourselves in any of these
things: for in all these the nations are defiled
which T cast out before you:

25 And the land is defiled: therefore I do
visit the iniquity thereof upon it, and the land
itself vomiteth out her inhabitants.

26 Ye shall therefore keep my statutes and
my judgments, and shall not commit any of these
abominations ; neither any of your own nation,
nor any stranger that sojourncth among you:

27 (For all these abominations have the men
of the land done, which were before you, and the
land is defiled;)

28 That the land spue not you out also, when
ye defile it, as it spued out the nations that were
before you.

29 For whosoever shall commit any of these
abominations, even the souls that commit them
shall be cut off from among their people.

30 Therefore shall ye keep mine ordinances,
that ye commit not any one of these abominable
customs, which were committed before you, and
that ye defile not yoursclves therein: I am the
Loxp your God.

I do not think it necessarv to eularge, either in notes or refer-
ences, on the several verses here enumerated. They all speak ex-
pressly and plainly to the subjects intended, While the Christian
Reader from the perusal «f them reflects upon his privileges, I pray
the Lord to enable him to keep in view, and find grace to practise
what the apostle hath said, 1 Thess. iv. 1—S.

e R R e
REFLECTIONS.

Reaper! when you have perused this chapter, pause and com-
template with me, to what an awful state of sin and corruption is our
nature fallen! Is it possible to consider these precepts as truly necessary
to have been given, to consider our nature universally capable of per-
petrating such horrid crimes and beastialities, without being smitten
with a deep sense of our miserable state by reason of the fall. Is the
hand that now writes, and the eye that now rcads, equally full of the
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same alignity, unless restrained from these several corraptions by
Alnighty grace? Dearest and ever-blessed Jesus! how increasingly
precicus ought to be thy person and holiness in the conscious sense of
sin toall thy people! Oh! may it be my happiness to be drawn the nearer
to thee, from the conviction of my want of thee. Lord, enable me to
mortify the deeds of the body by thy Holy Spirit, that I may live! And
while bekolding, as I do, in the polluted sinful world around me, the
many deplorable instances of sin and uncleanness among the ungodly;
may I feel the sweetness of that blessed scripture, brought home persen-
ally to my heart, and speaking to my own experience: And such were
some of you. But ye are washed, but ye are sanctified, but ye are
Justified, in the name of the Lord Jesus, and by the Spirit of our God.

CHAP. XIX.
CONTENTS.

This Chapter is a continuation of the same subject as the former,
Here are many precepts of a moral and religious nature.

ND the Lorp spake unto Moses, saying,

A 2 Speak unto all the congregation of the
children of Israel, and say unto them, Ye shall
be holy : for I the Lorp your God am holy.

The apostle Peter hath given the best comment upon this precept. 1
Pet. i. 13—16. ‘

Ye shall fear every man his mother, and his
father, and keep my sabbaths: I am the Lorp

your God.

It is worthy observation, that the fear and reverence due to parents,
is connected with that the Lord hath appointed to his Sabbaths.
Wherever we see children living in the observance of these precepts,
these things afford hopeful signs of grace. If the Lord our God be 2
covenant God to our fathers, may we not hope that he will be so to us,
and to our children? Gen, xvii. 7.

4 Turn ye not unto idols, nor make to your-
selves molten gods : I wm the Lorp your God.

5 And if ye offer a sacrifice of peace offerings
unto the Lorp, ye shall offer it at your own

S
Wiii.

G It shall be eaten the same day ye offer it,
and on the morrow: and if ought remain until
the third day, it shall be burnt in the fire.

7 And if it be eaten at all on the third day,

it is abominable; it shall not be accepted.
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8 Therefore every one that eateth it shall bear
his iniquity, because he hath profaned the hal-
lowed thing of the Lorp: and that soul shall be

cut off from among his people.
These are all so many repetitions of the laws, on the same points,
which had been given before. Levit. vii. 16—18.

9 And when ye reap the harvest of your land,
thou shalt not wholly reap the corners of thy field,
neither shalt thou gather the gleanings of thy har-
vest.

10 And thou shalt not glean thy vineyard, nei-
ther shalt thou gather every grape of thy vineyard ;
thou shalt leave them for the poor and stranger:
I am the Lorp your God.

These are gracious precepts, teaching and implying the Lord’s love to
acts of mercy. Reader! is there not also somewhat spiritual in them?
While we have Jesus for our substance, the poorest of his people will
have their gleanings, Ruth ii. 8, 9.

11 Ye shall not steal, neither deal falsely, nei-
ther lie one to another.

12 And ye shall not swear by my name falsely,
neither shalt thou profane the name of thy God:
I am the Lorbp.

13 Thou shalt not defraud thy neighbour, nei-
ther rob Aim : the wages of him that 1s hired shall
not abide with thee all night until the morning.

14 Thou shalt not curse the deaf, nor puta
stumbling-block before the blind, but shall fear
thy God: I am the Lorbp.

15 Yeshall do no unrighteousness in judgment:
thou shalt not respect the person of the poor, nor
honour the person of the mighty: but in righteous-
ness shalt thou judge thy neighbour.

16 Thou shalt not go up and down as a tale-
bearer among thy people: neither shalt thou stand
against the blood of thy neighbour: I am the
Lorbp.

17 Thou shalt not hate thy brother in thine
VeL. I, 3T
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heart: thou shalt in any wise rebuke thy neigh-
bour, and not suffer sin upon him.

18 Thou shalt not ayenge, nor bear any grudge
against the children of thy people, but thou
shalt love thy neighbour as thyself: I am the

Lorbp. :

All these precepts explain themselves. The argument made use
of for the enforcing them is striking; the Lord’s authority. Cursing
the deaf, putting a stumbling block in the way of the blind; and the
like; these are crimes which, perhaps, the one might not be hurt by, nor
the other offended : but the Lord hears, and the Lord observes; and that
is enough. And one universal feature shews what must be the conse-
quence. Sam. xii. 5. )

19 Ye shall keep my statutes. Thou shalt not
let thy cattle gender with a diverse kind: thou
shalt not sow thy field with mingled seed : neither
shall a garment mingled of linen and woollen
come upon thee.

Certainly there is a spiritual meaning in this prohibition of mingling
seed, and of wearing a motly garment. The question is what is it?
Perhaps, (for I do not take upon me to decide) the mystical intention
might be, to shew that we cannot wear our own woollen garment of na-
ture, the very best of our own spinning, in a way of justifying righte-
ousness, with the linen garment of Jesus’s righteousness and salvation.
Lord, grant that my soul may be found clothed with his robe, which
may make me all glorious within. Psm. xlv. 13.

20 And whosoever lieth carnally with a woman,
that zs a bondmaid, betrothed to an husband, and
not at all redeemed; nor freedom given her; she
shall be scourged ; they shall not be put to death,
because she was not free.

21 And he shall bring his trespass offering unto
the Lorp, unto the door of the tabernacle of the
congregation, even a ram for a trespass oftering.

22 And the priest shall make an atonement
for him with the ram of the trespass offering be-
fore the Lorp for his sin which he hath done:
and the sin which he hath done shall be forgiven
him.

The apostic to the Galatians, hath given us so much authority to
consider the law and the gospel as shadowed out in the Old Testament,

that I venture to think we are, in many cases like the present, allowed
tQ interpret it spiritually. See Gal. iv. 23, 24,
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23 And when ye shall come into the land, and
shall have planted all manner of trees for food,
then ye shall count the frait thereof as uncircum-
cised: three years shall it be as uncircumcised
unto you: it shall not be eaten of.

24 But in the fourth year all the fruit thercof
shall be holy to praise the Lorp withal.

25 And in the fifth year shall ye eat of the
fruit thereof, that it may yield unto you the in-
crease thereof: I am the Lorp your God.

Besides the evident intention of this precept, in testifying thereby,
that we hold all we have, as tenants of will, under the Lord; and
therefore it is but justice and equity that we should pay the rent with
the first fruits: no doubt this precept reached further, and had respect
to the offering of the body of Jesus, who in the prime of his days, was
offered unto God for his people. It is said, that the Jews were so
tender of this precept, that in order to prevent the violation of it, they
carefully gathered the first settings of the fruit, during the three years
prescribed by the law, as early as they appeared. And certain it is,
even now, that gardeners expert in their science, generally prevent young
trees from fruiting too soon, such as the first two or three years.

26 Ye shall not cat any thing with the blood:
neither shall ye use enchantment, nor observe
times.

27 Ye shall not round the corners of your
heads, neither shalt thou mar the corners of thy
beard.

28 Ye shall not make any cuttings in your
flesh for the dead, nor print any marks upon
you: I am the Lorbp.

29 Do not prostitute thy daughter, to cause
her to be a whore; lest the land fall to whore-
dom, and the land become full of wickedness.

These precepts are rather obscure. It is probable, that they refer
to the heathenish practices of the idolatrous neigbours around Israel.
Aund if so, they serve to teach, that every thing which hath the remotest
tendency to the unfruitful works of darkness, is to be cautiously abstain-
ed from. Ephes. v. 11, 12.

30 Ye shall keep my sabbaths, and reverence
my sanctuary: I «m the Lorb.

31 Regard not them that have familiar spirits,
3T2
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neither seck after wizards, to be defiled by them:
I am the Lorp your God.

32 Thou shalt rise up before the hoary head,
and honour the face of the old man, and fear thy
God: I am the Lorp.

33 Aud if a stranger sojourn with thee in your
land, ye shall not vex him.

34 But the stranger that dwelleth with you
shall be unto you as one born among you, and
thou shalt love him as thyself; for ye were stran-
gers in the land of Egypt: I am the Lorp your
God.

35 Ye shall do no unrighteousness in judgment,
in meteyard, in weight, or in measure.

36 Just balances, just weights, a just ephah,
and a just hin, shall ye have: I am the Lorp
your God, which brought you out of the land of
Egypt. .

37 Therefore shall ye observe all my statutes,
and all my judgments, and do them: I am the

Lorbp.

These precepts are to the same effect as the former, in point of
plainness and tendency. And they are enforced by the same authority.
It is very interesting to the true believer in Christ, while reading the ex-
tensiveness of the divine laws, to call to mind how faithfully they are
fulfilled in Jesns. He hath indeed magnified the law, and made it
honourable. He hath proved himself to be our great Law Fulfiller.
In his life he answered all its righteous demands. By his death he hath
confirmed it; in his resurrection he hath proved the validity of his obe-
dience; and in his return to glory, ke hath shewn that the Father is
well pleased for his righteousness’ sake Yes! thou blessed law-fulfilling,
sin-bearing, sin-expiating Lamib of God! thou hast gotten thyself the
victory ; and brought in an everlasting righteousness ; which is unto all
and upon all that believe. Dan. ix. 24. Rom. iii. 22.

e R e
REFLECTIONS.

My soul! learn hence thy noble privileges, in the contemplation of
that gracious state, into which thou art brought by faith. Oh! for faith,
in full exercise, from the Spirit’s work in the heart, to live wholly upon
Jesus’s fulness. And since thou, Lord, hast prohibited, by so many pre-
cepts, every thing that hath a tendency to seduce the soul from thyself,
Lord, I beseech thee to put thy fear in my heart, that I may not de-
part from thee. Keep e, blessed Spirit of truth, and lead me into all
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truth; enable me to crucify the flesh, with its aﬁ'ectiops and lusts, and
since he who hath called me is holy, may I be holy in all manner of
conversation and godliness.

CHAP. XX.

CONTENTS.

This Chapter is a continuation of the former, in a repetition of cer-
tain laws, with the addition of the lhreatened punishment to the breaches
of them ; and concluding with a more comprehensive demand of uniform
holiness.

AND the Lorb spake unto Moses, saying,

2 Again, thou shalt say to the children of
Israel, Whosoever ke be of the children of Israel,
or of the strangers that sojourn in Israel, that
giveth any of his seed unto Molech ; he shall surely
be put to death: the people of the land shall

stone him with stones.

When laws are repeated, or when the Lord at any time enforceth his
precepts, by a renewed rehearsal, it always should carry with it an evi-
dence of its importance. Psm. Ixii. 11.

3 And I will set my face against that man, and
will cut him off from among his people; because
he hath given of his seed unto Molech, to defile
my sanctoary, and to profane my holy name.

Moloch was the idol which the children of dmmon worshipped; but
though the Ammonites were guilty of this cruel practice of sacrificing
their children to such a dunghill god, which plainly proved their reli-
gion to be of the devil, was there any danger that Jsrael should be led
away to such abominable practices? Yes, see Deut. xxxii. 15—18.

4 And if the people of the land do any ways
hide their eyes from the man, when he giveth of
his seed unto Molech, and kill him not:

5 Then I will set my face against that man,
and against the family, and will cut him off,
and all that go a whoring after him, to com-
mit whoredom with DMolech, from among their
people.

Observe how jealous the Lord is of his honour. If the people of the
land connive at this wickedness, and instead of punishing the offender,

wink at him; God himself will avenge it, and also on the persons neg-
lecting to punish it. Psm. xciv. 1.

6 ¢ And the soul that turneth after such as
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have familiar spirits, and after wizards, to go a
whoring after them, 1 will even set my face
against that soul, and will cut him off from among
Lis pecple.

Is not that sinful and foolish custom, which some have, of consulting
fortune-tellers ang the like, akin to the practice here so severely repro-
bated by God? And did any one but seriousty consider, as he ought,
the weakness and folly of going to a liar for truth, in any who pretend
to tell what shall come to pass, contrary to the will of heaven, would
he presumptuonsly be guilty of such a sin? It were devoutly to be
wished, that both the persons that pretend to foretel events, in people’s

fortunes, as it is called, and those who consult them, would recollect
what God saith in this verse of scripture.

7 Sanctify yourselves therefore, and be ye holy :
for I am the Lorp your God.

8 And ye shall keep my statutes, and do them:
I am the Lorp which sanctify you.

The Lord’s people must be a distinguished people, 1 Pet. i. 16.

9 € For every one that curseth his father or
his mother shall be surely put to death: he hath
cursed his father or his mother; his blood shaél be

upon him.

Our Lord was pleased to talée notice of this precept, and to confirms
it. Matt. xv. 4. And the law of nature seems to echo ‘the same.
Prov. xxx. 17.

10 And the man that committeth adultery
with another man’s wife, even he that committeth
adultery with his neighbour’s wife, the adulterer
and the adulteress shall surely be put to death.

11 And the man that lieth with his father’s
wife hath uncovered his father’s nakedness : both
of them shall surely be put to death; their blood
shall be vpon them.

12 And if a man lie with his daughter in law,
both of them shall surely be put to death: they
have wrought confusion; their blood shall be upon
them.

13 If a man also lie with mankind, as he lieth
with a woman, both of them have committed
an abomination: they shall surely be put to
death; their blood sha/l be upon them.
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14 And if a man take a wife and her mother,
it ¢s wickedness: they shall be burnt with fire,
both he and they; that there be no wickedness
among you.

15 Andif a man lie with a beast, he shall surely
be put to death: and ye shall slay the beast.

16 And if a woman approach unto any beast,
and lie down thereto, thou shalt kill the woman
and the beast: they shall surcly be put to death;
their blood shall be upon them.

17 And if a man shall take his sister, his fa-
ther’s daughter, or his mother’s daughter, and
see her nakedness, and she see his nakedness; it
s a wicked thing; and they shall be cut off in
the sight of their people: he hath uncovered his
sister’s nakedness; he shall bear his iniquity.

18 And if a man shall lie with a woman hav-
ing her sickness, and shall uncover her nakedness ;
he hath discovered her fountain, and she hath un-
coverd the fountain of her blood: and both of
them shall be cut oft from among their people.

19 And thou shalt not uncover the nakedness
of thy mother’s sister, nor of thy father’s sister:
for he uncovereth his near kin: they shall bear
their iniquity.

20 And if a man shall lie with his uncle’s wife,
he hath uncovered his uncle’s nakedness: they

shall bear their sin; they shall die childless.

What is here rehearsed concerning uncleanness, every Christian
reader may say, as the apostle, of such horrible corruptions in general,
let it mot be once named among you as becometh saints. Ephes. v. 3.
Reader! what a humiliating thought is it, that our nature should be ca-
pable of such detestable bestiality as is here mentioned! To what a
degraded state are we fallen! And observe what is said concerning such
things, a man shall bear his iniquity. Gracions God! bad this been
our doom for ever; and no Redeemer been found to bear the sius of his
people, what must have been the portion of all! Deurest Jesus! here
let me again look up, and behold thee, as bearing our sins in thine own
body on the tree: and while my soul exults in thy love, thiie unequalled
love, in that thou hast so loved us as to give thyself for us, may i no
less rejoice in the Father’s tender mercy, who in determined love to a
lost world, was pleased to lay on thee the iniguity of us afl. Isaiah lii. 5.
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21 And if a man shall take his brother’s wife,
it 25 an unclean thing : he hath uncovered his bro-
ther’s nakedness; they shall be childless.

22 Ye shall therefore keep all my statutes, and
all my judgments, and do them: that the land,
whither I bring you to dwell therein, spue you
not oui.

23 And ye shall not walk in the manners of the
nations, which I cast out before you: for they
committed all these things, and therefore I ab--
horred them.

24 But I have said unto you, Ye shall inherit
their land, and I will give it unto you to possess
it, a land that floweth with milk and honey: I
am the Lorp your God, which have separated
you from other people.

25 Ye shall therefore put difference between
clean beasts and unclean, and between unclean
fowls and clean: and ye shall not make your souls
abominable by beast, or by fowl, or by any man-
ner of living thing that creepeth on the ground,
which I have separated from you as unclean.

26 And ye shall be holy unto me: for I the
Lorp am holy, and have severed you from other
people, that you should be mine. :

27 A man also or woman that hath a familiar
spirit, or that is a wizard, shall surely be put to
death: they shall stone them with stones: their
blood shall be upon them.

Let the Reader remark with me, in the perusal of these verses, the
grounds ou which the Lord enjoins sanctity of life and manners, and
the very strong motives in which it is founded, namely, that the Lord is
the God (f his people in a covenant way, and that they are his people.
So that being thus distinguished as the peculiar objects of his love, rea-
son as well as revelation seems to demand that they should be the pe-
culiar followers of his holy law. See what Moses elsewhere saith of
this, Deut. xxxiii. 29.

et —
REFLECTIONS.
As there is no part of scripture but what, under divine teaching, will
become profitable, so here is opened to us much profit, rmuch improve-
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ment, and a continual source for thanksgiving. My soul, I charge it
upon thee, while reading the dreadful effects of sin, in the biinded igno-
rance of other nations, who sacrifice even their offspring to Molock,
that thou learn to esteem thy mighty privileges. Corrupt and fallen
nature is the same in all ; and but for the distinguishing mercy of a gra-
cious God, thou mightest have beeu like them, sacrificing to devils, and
not to God; or under the fears anud misgivings of a wounded conscience,
offering even to the God of heaven /e fruit of thy body for the sin of
thy soul! Oh!what everlasting praise do 1 owe to thee, Almighty God,
Father, Son, au! [foly Chest, in that thou hast both taught me the
evil of sin, and the sure way o1 deliverance from it.  Lord, grant that %
may have grace to adorn the doctrine of God my Saviour in all things;
and as I am graciously taught that no whoremonger, nor unclean person,

“nor covetous man, who is an idolater, katl any inkeritance in the king-
dom of Christ and of God: may I have no fellowship with the unfruit-
Jul woyfs of darkness, but rather reprove them; and be enabled by the
Spirit, so to mortify the decds of the body, that I may present myself a
living sacrifice, holy, acceptadvle to God, which is my reasonable ser-
vice. -

CHAP. XXI.

CONTENTS.

This Chapter hath a peculiar reference to the priesthood, and con-
tains precepts by whick they who ministered in holy things, were to be
regulated in certain particulars. An ordinance is appointed, by
which the priests that have blemishes are disqualified from the service
of the sanctuary.

ND the Lorp said unto Moses, Speak unto
the priests the sons of Aaron, and say unto

them, There shall none be defiled for the dead

among his people:

If the Reader will twrn to the 10th verse of the 10th chapter of Le-
viticus, he will there discover the Lord’s jealousy concerning the sancticy
of the priesthood. And is it not under this, and every other precept
respecting the priests, intended to typify the sanctity of Aim whom all
priests taken from among men represent! Heb. vii. 20.

2 But for his kin, that is near unto him, that s,
for his mother, and for his father, and for his
son, and for his daughter, and for his brother,

3 And for his sister a virgin, that is nigh unto
himn, which hath had no husband; for her may
he be defiled.

The nearest of kin in natural ties is not so near as spiritual. There
is a friend that sticketh closer than a brother. Prov. xviii. 24.

Vor. I. 3U
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4 But he shall not defile himself, being a chief
man among his people, to profane himself.

5 They shall not make baldness upon their
head, neither shall they shave oft the corner of
their beard, nor make any cuttings in their flesh.

6 They shall be holy unto their God, and not
profane the name of their God: for the offerings
of the Lorp made by fire, and the bread of their
God, they do offer: therefore they shall be holy.

7 They shall not take a wife that s a whore,
or profane; neither shall they take a woman put

away from her husband: for he i holy unto his
God.

Doth not the Reader discern somewhat in these which point to Jesus?
Surely in all these appointments respecting ceremonial uncleanness among
the priests, the peculiarity of the law for them only, plainly intimates
that it represents him, and his spotless purity, who is the priest of his
people for ever, and is untainted with either moral or ceremonial un-
cleanness. Heb. viii. 28.

8 Thou shalt sanctify him therefore; for he
offereth the bread of thy God: he shall be holy
unto thee: for I the Lorp, which sanctify you,
am holy. -

Was not this typical of the bread of life? John vi. 31—33.

9 And the daughter of any priest, if she pro-
fane herself by playing the whore, she profaneth
her father: she shall be burnt with fire.

Nothing can be more evident respecting the sanctity required in the
priests household and family, than that Jesus was all along shadowed
forth under these precepts. This law may serve to teach, at the same
time, what a sanctity of life and conversation ought to distinguish the
children of godly ministers. It was graciously said by the Lord of
Abraham, that this should be the pattern in his family. Gen. xviii. 19.

10 9 And he that is the high priest among his
brethren, upon whose head the anointing oil was
poured, and that is consecrated to put on the gar-
ments, shall not uncover his head, nor rend his
clothes;

11 Neither shall he go in to any dead body, nor
defile himself for his father, or for his mother;

12 Neither shall he go out of the sanctuary,
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nor profane the sanctuary of his God; for the
crown of the anointing oil of his God 7s upon him:
I am the Lorbp.

13 And he shall take a wife in her virginity.

14 A widow, or a divorced woman, or profane,
or an harlot, these shall he not take: but he shall
take a virgin of his own people to wife.

15 Neither shall he profane his seed among his
people; for I the Lorp do sanctify him.

Here are still more striking references, under the figure of the high
priest, to the person and offices of the Lord Jesus. As the high priest
had the anointing oil poured upon his head, and thereby typified him
on whom the spirit was poured forth without measure, he was thereby
so completely separated from his brethren, that in his office he was to
know them not. Deut. xxxiii. 9. And as the high priest was to marry
only a wife in her virginity, who doth not see in this the figure of him
who betrothed himself to his church, as a chaste virgin. But let it not
be overlooked, while beholding the Lord Jesus thus shadowed out in
the typical high priest, that he himself in the days of his flesh, was not,
because he could not, from the immaculate holiness of his nature, be
subject to any ceremonial uncleanness. He contracted no defilement
from intercourse with men, and therefore we find him going among the
dead to manifest his power over the bodies of men, when his chief ob-
ject upon earth was to display the sovereignty of his grace over the
souls of sinners, which were dead in trespasses and sins; witness the
grave of Lazarus, John xi. 17. 44. the widow’s son at Nain, Luke vii.
11. 15. and the daughter of Jairus, the ruler of the synagogue, Luke
viii, 49. 55.

16 9 And the Lorp spake unto Moses, say-
ing,

17 Speak unto Aaron, saying, Whosoever ke
be of thy seed in their generations that hath any
blemish, let him not approach to offer the bread
of his God.

18 For whatsoever man ke be that hath a ble-
mish, he shall not approach: a blind man, or a
lame, or he that hath a flat nose, or any thing
superfluous,

19 Or a man that is brokenfooted, or broken-
handed,

20 Or crookbackt, or a dwarf, or that hath a
blemish in his eye, or be scurvy, or scabbed, or

hath his stones broken;
3U2
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21 No man that hath a blemish of the seed
of Aaron the priest shall come nigh to offer the
offerings of the Lorp made by fire: he hath a

blemish; ke shall not come nigh to offer the
bread of his God.

22 He shail eat the bread of his God, both of
the most holy, and of the holy.

23 Only he shall not go in unto the vail, nor
come nigh unto the altar, because he hath a ble-
mish; that he profane not my sanctuaries: for I
the Lorp do sanctify them.

24 And Moses told ¢# unto Aaron, and to his

sons, and unto all the children of Israel. ,
Here agaia nothing can be more clear and expressive than that thes
things were all intendcd to represent him and his priesthood, who is kaly,
harmless, undefiled, (and as the apostle speaks) ¢ lamb without blemish
and without spof. As in every ministration of the priests, both their
persons and their services became accepted only in his person and
righteousness, whom they represented, the Lord was pleased to appoint
that nothing blemished should be qualified to this service. Under the
gospel dispensation the same precept holds equally binding, in our spiri-
tuel ministry. Hence that sweet precept of the apostle, Rom. xii. 1.
In this ministry all believers in Jesus are included. See 1 Pet. ii. 5. 9.
et

REFLECTIONS.

READER! let you and I pause over this chapter, and with an eye of
faith, behold that great high priest of our profession sweetly pointed
out. Let us not forget that this Jesus of ours, is, and hath bheen, our
Priest for ever; for he hath an unchangeable priesthood. And while,
therefore, we read of these priests, taken from among men, who were
not suffered to continue priests, by reason of death, thus prohibited
from all ceremonial uncleanness; let you and I look beyond the letter
of the law to him who is the Spirit of it, and contemplate his im-
maculate unspotted holiness, whose human nature united to the God-
head, for ever separated him from all uncleanness. He could und did
bear our sins, in Li> own body on the tree, and while borne down on the
cross with the burden of sin, partook of none of its defilements. His
church Lie betrothed to himself, as a chaste virgin: and all the mystical
members of it, are now as cliaste virgins presented unto Christ : without
spot or wriskle, or any such tliing; being brought before him as holy in
his holiness, and without blemish, before himn in love. Dearest Jesus!
be thou my holiness, wisdom, righteousness, sanctification, and redemp-
tion. And since thou hast so loved =ll thy people, as not only to wash
thewn from their sins in thine-own blood, but hast made them kings and
priests to God and the Father; Oh! give both to thy ministers and peo-
ple, grace to separate themselves from the pollutions of the world, and
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to come out from among them, ad touch no unclean thing. We
would pray to Le holy, as thou art h«;ly aud that through thy ugh{eoub-
ness and salvation, the gracious accejtztion of our persons and our
prayers, may come up before God; th:\‘a thut sweet promise may be our
pottion, in which the Lord hath said; 7 will be « Father o you, and
ye shall be my sons and daughters, scith the Lovd cdlmighty.

CHAP. XXII
CONTENTS.

This chopter is but a continuation of the former. Here is the luw
Sor the cbservance of the priests, carried on in g elulion to tiemselves,
and their household ; togetier with a precept at the comelusion of it,
respecting the unblemished nature of things cffered in sceryice.

XND the Lorp spake unto Moses, sujmg,

2 Speak unto Aaron and to his sons, that

they separate themselves from the holy things of

the children of Israel, and that they ;‘m’mnc not

my holy name in those things which they hallow
unto me: I am the Lorb.

The sanctity required in all that approuached God, evidently pointed

out his priesthood, who ouly is Loly, harmless, undetied, and sqyarate
from simners. Heb. vii. 26,

3 Say unto them, Whosoever ke be of all your
seed among your generations, that goeth unto the
Loly thlﬂ"s, which the children of Iracl hallow
unto the LORD having his uncleanness u;on him,
that soul shall be cut off from my pr esence: I am

the Lorb. :
Nothing can more decidedly peint out the universal taiut of evil, than
what is here adverted to in the unhallowed uncieanness of the vriests.
And as to this law, which sq‘ardted during seasons of mxc]e'mnesa, not
only the people but the pricsts also, can any thing more futly shew
that all access to God is precluded, but through Lim who is e ouly
way; and but by whom none can cone to the Father. John xiv. 6.

4 What man soever of the seed of Aaron i a
leper, or hath a running issuc; he shall not eat of
the holy things, until he be cican. And whoso
toucheth any thing that is unclean by the dead, or
a man whose sced goeth from him;

5 Or whosoever toucheth any creeping thing,
whereby he may be made unclean, or a man of
whom he may take uncleanuess, whatsoever un-
LdeI\l’lC‘bS he hath ;
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6 The soul which hath touched any such shall
be unclean until even, and shall not eat of the
holy things, unless he wash his flesh with water.

7 And when the sun is down, he shall be clean,
and shall afterward eat of the holy things; be-
cause 1t zs his food.

8 That which dieth of itself, or is torn with
easts, he shall not eat to defile himself therewith:
I am the Lorp.

9 They shall therefore keep mine ordinance,
lest they bear sin for it, and die therefore, if they

profane it: I the Lorp do sanctify them.

Though some pollutions here spoken of, were in their nature greater
than others; yet it is well to observe, that all equally disqualified from
approaching the sanctuary. And what did these things teach, but
that our most holy things are only accepted in Jesus? Observe what is
said, I the Lord do sanctify them. John xvii. 19. .

10 There shall no stranger eat of the holy
thing : a sojourner of the priest, or an hired ser-
vant, shall not eat of the holy thing.

Who can this stranger mean, in a gospel sense, but an unregenerate
person? one who hath no part in the covenant. Eating of the sacrifice,
implied a thankful acceptance of being included in the righteousness of
Jesus, and therefore a partaker in covenant mercies. But for any other
to eat of the holy thing, carried with it an idea that he slighted the
righteousness of the Redeemer, and presumptuously trusted to his own.
Hence such are said to bear their own trespass. Yet in a following
verse, (14) a merciful provision is made for sins of ignorance on this
point.

11 But if the priest buy any soul with his
money, he shall eat of it, and he that is born in

his house: they shall eat of his meat.

Is not the purchase here mentioned typical of the purchase of the
Gentile church by the blood of Christ; 1 Pet.i. 18,19. Ephes. ii.
13—19.

12 If the priest’s daughter also be married unto
a stranger, she may not eat of an offering of the
holy things.

13 But if the priest’s daughter be a widow, or
divorced, and have no child, and is returned unto
her father’s house, as in her youth, she shall eat
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of her father’s meat: but there shall no stranger

eat thereof.

These gracious provisions carry with them sweet evidences of the
Lord’s care for the weaker sex, and of their being included in the cove-
nant. Isaiah Ivi, 56, 7.

14 And if a man eat of the holy thing unwit-
tingly, then he shall put the fifth part thereof
unto it, and shall give ¢ unto the priest with the
holy thing.

15 And they shall not profane the holy things
of the children of Israel, which they ofter unto
the Lorp;

16 Or suffer them to bear the iniquity of tres-
pass, when they eat their holy things: for I the

Lorp do sanctify them.
Observe here again, sanctification is of the Lord. John xvii. 19.

17 And the Lorp spake unto Moses, say-
ing,

18 Speak unto Aaron, and to his sons, and
unto all the children of Israel, and say unto them,
Whatsoever ke be of the house of Israel, or of the
strangers in Israel, that will offer his oblation for
all his vows, and for all his freewill offerings,
which they will offer unto the Lorp for a burnt
offering ;

19 Ye shall offer at your own will a male with-
out blemish, of the beeves, of the sheep, or of
the goats.

20 But whatsoever hath a blemish, #hat shall
ye not offer: for it shall not be acceptable for
you.

21 And whosoever offereth a sacrifice of peace
ofterings unto the Lorp to accomplish his vow,
or a freewill offering in beeves or sheep, it shall be
perfect to be accepted ; there shall be no blemish
therein.

22 Blind, or broken, or maimed, or having a
wen, or scurvy, or scabbed, ye shall not ofter
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these unto the Loro, nor make an offering by
fire of them upon the aitar unto the Lorbp.

23 Either a bullock or a lamb that hath any
thing superfluous or lacking in his parts, that
mayest thou offer for a freewill oftfering; but for
a vow it shail not be accepted.

24 Ye shaii not offer unto the Lorp that
which is bruised. or crushed, or broken, or cut;
neither shall ye make any offering thereof in your
land.

25 Neither from a stranger’s hand shall ye
offer the bread of your God of any of these; be-
cause their corruption s in them, and blemishes

be in them: they shall not be aceepted for you.

How very interesting is it to every true beiiever in Christ, to see him
the great and unblemished sacrifice, so uniformly pointed out in every
one. As the Lord Jesus confessed a good confession before Pontius
Pilate; so this unjust judge unwillingly and uaknowingly gave a true
testimony to the purity of the Lord Jesus, as an unblemished sacrifice,
by which this scripture was fulfilled, when he brought forth the Lamb
of God before the people, declaring that ke could find in kim no fault
at all. John xix. 4.

26 And the Lorp spake unto Moses, saying,

27 When a bullock, or a sheep, or a goat, is
brought forth, then it shall be seven days under
the dam; and from the eighth day and thence-
forth it shall be accepted for an offering made by
fire unto the Lorbp.

28 And whether it be cow or ewe, ye shall not

kill it and her young both in one day.

By the effect of this law of eight days, it gave opportunity for one
sabbath to pass over. Hence it was considered among the Jews that the
sabbath sanctified. It might be so on his account, who is Lord of the
Sabbath. Mark ii. 28. The precept respecting the dam and its young
was at least a great act of mercy; and no doubt carried with it this
meaning. Deut xxii. 6. :

29 And when ye will offer a sacrifice of thanks-
giving uanto the Lorp, offer i at your own will*.
30 On the same day it shall be eaten up; ye

v

* Levit, vii. 15.



CH. XXTIL.] LEVITICUS. 521

shall leave none of it until the morrow ; I an the
Logrbp.

31 Therefore shall ye keep my commandments,
and do them: I am the Lorp.

32 Neither shall ye profane my holy name;
but I will be hallowed among the children of Io-
1ael I wn the Lorp which hallow you,

3 That brought you out of the land of Egypt,

to be your God: I am the Lorp.

We often meet with those reasons, and undoubtedly they are very
cogent ones, Here is God’s authority as God. Here is added to this
his gracious character as their covenant God. And as if these were not
enough, here is added that striking instance of his covenant-mercy in
their redemption from Egypt.

et UG
REFLECTIONNA.

IN every typical representation under the law, earnestly would I pray,
that God the Holy Ghost would enlighten my understanding, that 1
may discover the allusion to Jesus. Sur-ly in the sanctity required of
thy priests, O Lord, I behold thee. And surely in the unblemished ob-
]ect of every sacnﬁce, thy spotless nature could only be implied.
Oh! may it be my portion, in every approach to God, to bear in the
arms of my faith none but Jesus. Gracious God! keep me from bring-
ing any thing of my own, by way of acceptance: for all that is in me,
or from mwe, is, as the p\ophm describes, torn, and lame, and sick.
May 1 never thus sacrifice to ihe Lord a corrupt thing. But looking
wholly to thee, thou Lawmb of God, in thine infinite holmess, puntv
and soul-cleansis ig oblation, may the Lord accept this one all-sutlicient
(()]ﬂ"exmfr at my Imnd. and sanctify my soul i by thy precious merits and

eath!

CHAP. XXIII

CONTENTS.

As the pr eceding chapters related Lo the solemn appointments of the
Lord concerning places and persons; so in this, the same laws are
carvied on in relation to times and seasons Jor those services. The
Jeasts of the Lord ave kere set down ; the sabbath, the passover, the
sheaf of first fruits, the feast of pentecost, the feast of trumpets, the
day of atonement, and the feast of tadernucles.

ND the Lorp spake unto Moses, saying,
2 Speak unto the children of Israel, “and
say unto them, Concerning the feasts of the Lorp,
which ye shall proclalm to be holy convocations,

even these are my feasts.
Vow. I. 3 X
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Let it be observed by the Reader, that all the sacred institutions of
religion, derive their authority from the Lord. They are called his
feasts, and consequently his appointment. What he sanctifieth and
setteth apart must be holy. It were well if this was more carefully at-
tended to, in respect to holy ordinances, first in reference to the Lord;
Rom. xiv. 6. and sccondly, in regard to ourselves; for the Lord hath
promised in ordinances to bless his people. Exod. xx. 24.

3 Six days shall work be done: but theseventh
day s the sabbath of rest, an holy convocation;
ye shall do no work therein: it i the sabbath of

the Lorp in all your dwellings.

The first feast mentioned in its place, is that of the sabbath, which,
as it is the most ancient, so is it the most universal. Jesus hath given
his sanction to it throughout his blessed gospel; for ke came not to de-
stroy the law, but to fulfil. Reader, suffer me in this place to remark,
concerning our Christian Sabbath, that I pray God you and I may
find Jesus himself to be the very Sabbath of our souls, that we may rest
in him from sin, and rest in him to God: that it may be a Sabbath in
our houses, in our families, in our hearts: and that he that sanctifieth it
to us, may sanctify our souls in the observance of it. See those sweet
scriptures, Isaiah lIviii. 13, 14. xaviii. 12. compared with Matt, xi.
28, 29.

4 These are the feasts of the Lorp, evern holy
convocations, which ye shall proclaim in their

seasons.
5 In the fourteenth day of the first month at

even s the LorD’s passover.

This is the second feast noticed in this chapter. Reader! search for
Jesus as gour passover, and remember what the apostle hath said on
this subject, 1 Cor. v. 7, 8.

6 And on the fifteenth day of the same month
zs the feast of unleavened bread unto the Lorp:
seven days ve must eat unleavened bread.

7 In the first day ye shall bave an holy convo-
cation: ye shall do no servile work therein.

8 But ye shall offer an offering made by fire un-
to the Lorp seven days: in the seventh day u an
holy convocation: ye shall do no servile work

theremn.

'This is the third of those feasts. Reader! we must have a whole
unleavened Saviour for salvation; any thing of ours mingled with his pure
and all-perfect sacrifice wouid poliute it. Blessed Jesus! be thou my
all, my altar, my priest, my unleavened sacrifice, my God.

9 And the Lorp spake unto Moses, saying,
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10 Speak unto the children of Israel, and say
unto them, When ye be come into the land which
I give unto you, and shall reap the harvest there-
of, then ye shall bring a sheaf of the firstfruits
of your harvest unto the priest:

11 And he shall wave the sheaf before the
Lorp, to be accepted for you; on the morrow
after the sabbath the priest shall wave it.

12 And ye shall offer that day when ye wave
the sheaf an he lamb without blemish of the first
year for a burnt offering unto the Lorbp.

13 And the meat oftering thereof shall be two
tenth deals of fine flour mingled with oil, an of-
fering made by fire unto the Lorp for a sweet
savour: and the drink oftering thereof shail be of
wine, the fourth part of an hin.

14 And ye shall eat neither bread, nor parched
corn, nor green ears, until the selfsame day that
ye have brought an offering unto your God: it
shall be a statute for ever throughout your genera-

tions in all your dwellings.

This is the fourth feast noticed in this chapter, the sheaf-offering of
the first fruits. And a sweet type it was of the Lord Jesus, as the first
fruits of them that slept. And it is worth the Reader’s notice, that the
Lord Jesus actually arose from the dead, according to the Jews own
calculation, on the very day that those first fiuits were appointed to be
offered. But beside this view of our subject, as principally referring to the
Lord Jesus, this solemnity was a delightful institution of honoring the
Lord (as Solomon saith) with all our substance and the first fruits of
all our increase. Prov.iii. 9. The waving the sheaf before the Lord
by the priest, implied that all the people considered God as the right-
ful owner and giver of all their mercies; and as frem him they received
all, so to him they gave the glory. And that additional precept con-
cerning it was truly significant; that they should eat neither bread nor
parched corn, until that they had presented to the Lord this offering;
for it taught most expressly, that all our enjoyments, even our most
common concerns, ought to begin with God. Reader! may you and §
gather this sweet lesson from it ; to begin every thing in Jesus and with
Jesus. May every day be opened, and all the day carried on with him.
In temporal as well as spiritual occupations may Jesus be uppermost.
For depend upon it whatever is thus began in God, will end in God.
That was a sweet resolution of the kind formed by Iavid, in the view
of another’s portion contrasted with his own. Psm. xvii, 14, 15.

53X 2
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15 And ye shall count unto you from the mor-
row after the sabbath, from the day that ye
brought the sheaf of the wave offering; seven
sabbaths shall be complete :

16 Even unto the morrow after the seventh
sabbath shall ye number fifty days; and ye shall
offer a new meat offering unto the Lorbp.

17 Ye shall bring out of your habitations two
wave loaves of two tenth deals: they shall be of
fine flour; they shall be baken with leaven; zhey
are the firstfruits unto the LoRrb.

18 And ye shall offer with the bread seven
lambs without blemish of the first year, and one
young bullock, and two rams: they shall be for a
burnt offering unto the Lorp, with their meat
offering, and their drink offerings, even an offering
made by fire, of sweet savour unto the Lorp.

19 Then ye shall sacrifice one kid of the goats
for a sin oftering, and two lambs of the first year
for a sacrifice of peace offerings.

20 And the priest shall wave them with the
bread of the first fruits for a wave offering before
the Lorp, with the two lambs: they shall be
holy to the Lorp for the priest.

21 And ye shall proclaim on the selfsame
day, that it may be an holy convocation unto"
you: ye shall do no servile work therein: it shall
be a statute for ever in all your dwellings through-

out your generations.

This is the fifth of those feasts, the solemnity of Pentecost, or as it
is elsewhere called 7e feust of harvest. Exod. xxiii. 16. And what a
pointed tvpe was this of that glorious event in after ages, when the
Holy Ghost came down in so gracious a manner, that the harvest of
souls to the Lord Jesus on that day was 3000? Here indeed was the
first fruits of the Spirit most gloriously reaped. Acts ii.

22 And when ye reap the harvest of your
land, thou shalt not make clean riddance of the
corners of thy field when thou reapest, neither

shalt thou gather any gleaning of thy harvest:
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thou shalt leave them unto the poor, and to the

stranger: I am the Lorp your God.

Observe the gracious attention of God in the repetition of this pre-
cept. See Levit. xix. 9. But, Reader, is not this precept of a sweet
spiritual import also? Doth it not say, that as gleanings of the harvest
were to be left in the corners of the field for the poorand the stranger:
so in every corner of the earth there are gleanings of grace for poor and
wiserable sinners? John i. 16,

23 And the Lorp spake unto Moses, saying,

24 Speak unto the children of Israel, saying,
In the seventh month, in the first day of the
month, shall ye have a sabbath, a memorial of
blowing of trumpets, an holy convocation.

25 Ye shall do no servile work therein: but
ye shall offer an offering made by fire unto the

Lorb.

This feast of trumpets is the siath in number of the holy days ap-
pointed in this chapter. Tt should seem to have heen at the time
which the Jews called their new year. But the spiritual seuse contained
init is very plain. It represents the gospel call, which the prophet
Isaiah, in after ages, in allusion to the conversion of the nations, ex-
pressly marked by this name, the blowing of tke great trumpet when
they should come who were ready to perish. lsaiah xxvii. 13. Reader!
have you heard this joyful sound, and do you keep this spiritual feast?
Mark what is said of it. Psm. Ixxxix. 15.

26 € And the Lorp spake unto Moses, say-
ng,

'27 Also on the tenth day of this seventh month
there shall be a day of atonement: it shall be an
holy convocation unto you; and ye shall afflict
your souls, and offer an offering made by fire unto
the Lorbp.

28 And ye shall do no work in that same day:
for it i a day of atonement, to make an atone-
ment for you before the Lorp your God.

29 For whatsoever soul ¢¢ be that shall not be
afflicted in that same day, he shall be cut off
from among his people.

30 And whatsoever soul i be that doeth any
work in that same day, the same soul will I de-
stroy from among his people.
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31 Ye shall do no manner of work: é shall be a
statute for ever throughout your generations in
all your dwellings.

32 It shall be unto you a sabbath of rest, and
ye shall afflict your souls; in the ninth day of the
month at-even, from even unto even, shall ye

celebrate your sabbath.

Perhaps this day of sorrow cannot be strictly termed a feast day.
But yet as being on the Sabbath, that sacred day lost not its name.
Is not the Lord Jesus typically set forth here also, who in the days of
his flesh offered up strong crying and tears. Heb. v.7—9. This was
he, of whom Daniel spake, Danix.24. And this was he, whom Paul
describes, as having by himself purged our sins. Heb. i. 3. Blessed
Lord! as thou art exalted as a prince and a Saviour, to give to Israel
Tepentance and remission of sins, give to me those ascension-gifts; that
I may so look unto thee in every day’s atonement of thy blood, as to
mourn for thee. Zech. xii. 10.

33 And the Lorp spake unto Moses, saying,

34 Speak unto the children of Israel, saying,
The fifteenth day of this seventh month sha/Z be
the feast of tabernacles for seven days unto the

Lorp.

This feast of tabernacles, which was one of the highest in point of
enjoyment o Israel, very mercifully follows five days after the day of
atonement. And is there not this gospel mercy typified in it, that the
conviction of sin by the Spirit is sweetly followed by the conviction of
the righteousness of Christ; whereby the soul is made glad in righte-
ousness, and peace, and joy, in the Holy Ghost. This was the feast
which our Lord attended, and in which ke discoursed so sweetly, John
vii. 37. It is the same feast which the Jews now observe, when they
leave their dwellings and live in their courts or outhouses, dressing them
up with branches of trees, and boughs, and the like. And it was in-
tended to remind Israel of their dwelling in tents in the wilderness.
But the true Christian’s view of this feast, beheld through a spiritual
medium, leads iim to see, that the fezst of tabernacles isa lively type of
Jesus tabernacling in our nature; and that so strong is lis love towards
us while in our wilderness state, that he not only set up a taber-
nacle service, but came hiuself and dwelt with us, and in our nature,
Blessed Jesus! oh may I ever keep this spiritual feast with an eye to
this unspeakable mercy; und do thou remember that sweet promise,
which John the beloved apostle heard for the church’s comfort, during
her wilderness state ; behold the tabernacle of God is with men ; and he
will dwell with them, and ihey shall be his people, and God himself
stall be with them and be their God. Rev. xxi. 3.

35 On the first day sha/l be an holy convocation:
ve shall do no servile work therein.
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36 Seven days ye shall offer an offering made
by fire unto the Lorp: on the eighth day shall
be an holy convocation unto you; and ye shall
offer an offering made by fire unto the Lorp: it
¢ a solemn assembly ; and ye shall do no servile
work therein.

87 These are the feasts of the Lorp, which ye
shall proclaim #o be holy convocations, to offer an
offering made by fire unto the Lorp, a burnt of-
fering, and a meat offering, a sacrifice, and drink
offerings, every thing upon his day:

38 Beside the sabbaths of the Lorp, and be-
side your gifts, and beside all your vows, and be-
side all your freewill offerings, which ye give unto
the Lorbp.

39 Also in the fifteenth day of the seventh
month, when ye have gathered in the fruit of the
land, ye shall keep a feast unto the Lorp seven
days: on the first day sha// be a sabbath, and on
the eighth day shall be a sabbath.

40 And ye shall take you on the first day the
boughs of goodly trees, branches of palm trees,
and the boughs of thick trees, and willows of the
brook ; and ye shall rejoice before the Lorp your
God seven days.

41 And ye shall keep it a feast unto the
Lorp seven days in the year. It shall be a statute
for ever in your generations: ye shall celebrate it
in the seventh month.

42 Ye shall dwellin booths seven days ; all that
are Israclites born shall dwell in booths:

43 'That your generations may know that I
made the children of Israel to dwell in booths,
when I brought them out of the land of Egypt: I
am the Lorp your God.

44 And Moses -declared unto the children of

Israel the feasts of the Lorp.
Moses here finisheth his commission, in relation to these feasts, some<
what like the apostle in after ages. 1 Cor. xv. 3.
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REFLECTIONS.

READER! may it be your happiness and mine, while perusing this
chapter, to experience the divine teachings of God the Spirit; whose
office it is fo take of the things of Jesus to shew unto us: and may we
find cause to bless God for so many sweet memorials of the ever blessed
Jesus. And, dearest Lord, 1 would say, both for myself and Reader,
let us but find Cliist in every one of them, and discover his giorious
person, and his finished righteousness, as the great end to which they
all ministered, aud we shall then have all that we can desire. It is Je-
sus that we want, both as our Sabbath, as our unleavened bread, as our
first fruits, sheaf-offering, passover, pentecost mercy, trumpet season,
expiation, and all-sufficient sacrifice! And while leaning on thee and thy
fulness, like Israel of old, may we be ready to leave our dwellings and
live in tabernacles, or without the camp, so that we do but live with
thee. And dearest Lord, in all our rejoicings, and our feasts, be thau
the sum and substance of all; and may we receive them, and enjoy
them only so far as they include Jesus. For thus becoming pledges
and tokens of thy love /here, we shall then hope to rejoice in the com-
plete ingathering of thy {ruits which shail be hereafter.

CHAP. XXIV.

CONTENTS.

This chapter is a continuation of certain laws relating to the temple
service, pariicularly of the order io be observed in the burning of the
lamps, and supp’ying the shew-bread. This Chapter is rendered the
more remavkable, in that it hath introduced in the body of it, a short
historicel relation of Shelomith’s son being convicted of blasphemy, who
is in consequence thereof stoned.

AND the Lorp spake unto Moses, saying,
2 Command the children of Israel, that

they bring unto thee pure oil olive beaten for the

light, to cause the lamps to burn continually.
Reader! do not overlook in those verses the account which is given
of the lamps always burning. Doth not this represent to us the un-
ceasing light which is kept up by the Hely Spirit in his churches; by
the spizit of judgment and by the spirit of burning. Isaiah iv. 4. The
Reader will not foruzet, what was said on this same subject in Exodus
xxvil. 20, 21. And let us further observe, on these verses, that the
oil which was ordered for this use was to be pure. Yes! Every thing
that is typical of the Holy Ghost’s divine agency, must be pure, as he
is pure.  And it is not an cbject of small moinent further to observe on
those verses, tiat the children of Israel were ¢o provide the oil, and Aa~
ron to apply it. DBleans of grace are with us ; but Jesus, our great High
Priest can only make them subservient to the purpose intended. Ordi-
nances are precious things, but if the Lord of ordinances be not in them,
the lamp of grace will not burn.  Dear Lord! I would say for myself
and Reader, do thou keep alive thive own work in my heart, that in
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times of languishing, and a decay of spiritual ministry, or ordinances,
the Holy Ghost may sweetly convey to my soul his holy oil of grace.
See Zech. iv. 2—6.

3 Without the vail of the testimony, in the
tabernacle of the congregation, shall Aaron order
it from the evening unto the morning before the
Lorp continually : o shall be a statute for ever in
your generations.

4 He shall order the lamps upon the pure

candlestick before the Lorp continually.

Is not Jesus’s priesthood, as an unchanging, never-ceasing priesthood,
here represented? And subordinate to him, are not the services of his
ministers also intended to be set forth? While we pray that our great;
High Priest from the evening even to the morning, continually, will
keep our souls alive, that his lamp of grace may never go out; Oh
that every one who acts in that high department, as a minister of the
sanctuary, may learn from hence to hold forth the word of life, and
daily in the temple, and from house to house, ceuse not to teach and to
preack Jesus Christ. Jesus! do thou, who holdest thy ministers as stars
i thy right hand while walking amidst the golden candlesticks, do thou
be their light, that they may be burning and shining lights to thy peoa
ple; that the lamp of thy sacred word may, by their miuistry and thy
blessing, be always shining clear in the midst of thy churches! Before
we dismiss these verses, let me just further observe upon them, that
the word which in the second verse is translated lamps, is in the origi-
nal lgmp ; but in the 4th verse the word is plural, lamps. Perhaps the
design was this: All the lamps in the temple service represented one
and the same, even the Holy Ghost ; and who is, in the Revelation, de-
scribed by 'seven spirits which are before the throne. Rev. i. 4. and
seven lamps of fire burning before the throne, which are the seven
spirits of God. Rev. iv. 5. The sacred language hath various ways of
expressing this glorious truth, by way of representing the various gifts
and operations of the Holy Ghost; but they all refer to one and the
same ; for saith an apostle, though there be diversities of operations, yet
all these worketh that one and the self-same spirit, dividing to every
man severally as he will. 1 Cor. xii. 11.

5 And thou shalt take fine flour, and bake
twelve cakes thereof: two tenth deals shall be in
one cake.

6 And thou shalt set them in two rows, six
on a row, upon the pure table before the Lorp.

7 And thou shalt put pure frankincense upon
each row, that it may be on the bread for a me-
morial, ¢ven an offering made by fire unto the

Lorp.
Vor. I, 3Y
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The order for keeping the Lord’s table always furnished with bread,
was appointed in Exod. xxv. 30. And no doubt this was a sweet type
of him who is the bread of life, which came down from heaven, im-
plying that there is no famine where Jesus is; but he that eateth of him
shall live for ever. Well may we be ever using the apostle’s prayer,
John vi. 33—35. Observe, the number of loaves, or cakes, was twelve ;
implying, no doubt, thereby, that there was one for each tribe of the
house of Israel. And it is yet worthy of further observation, that even
after the defection of the two tribes, this service of the shew-bread was
continued, 2 Chron. xiii. 11. Perhaps a remnant of each tribe remain-
ed, or if not, the Lord’s mercy is not straitened by man’s undeservings.
The apostle reasoneth very sweetly upon this, Rom. xi. 1—5. Tuo
tenth deals, in point of quantity, was two oiners. Exod. xvi. 22. How
precious is the thought, that Jesus is both the altar and the shew-bread ;
and all that come to God by him, find him as a table spread with living
bread, every day, and all the day, even in this wilderness, The frank-
incense for a memorial, is no unapt representation of the fragrance of
his merits. Rev. viii, 3,

8 Every sabbath he shall set it in order be-
fore the Lorp continually, being taken from the

children of Israel by an everlasting covenant.

9 And it shall be Aaron’s and his sons; and
they shall eat it in the holy place: for it és most
holy unto him of the offerings of the Lorp made
by fire by a perpetual statute.

The constant supply of new loaves every sabbath, and the removal of
those which had been brought before, was a delightful type of gospel
mercies, in the supply of the Lord’s family from Sabbath to Sabbath.
Jesus is the bread of life to his people, presented by his ministers new
and pure in every Lord’s day’s ordinances. We are told from the tra-
dition of the Jews, that the priests werc so exact and cautious in this
ministry, of the removal of the old shew-bread, and the supply of the
new, that as the priest tpok off cne loaf, in the same instant another
priest put down another; so that the Lord’s table might never have less
nor more than the twelve loaves appointed. Whether this tradition be
true or not, it may at least serve to teach the ministers of Jesus
Clirist this lesson; that his table-service, and his temple-service, should
never be without supply; for his family want bread, even the bread of
life in a preached word, from cne Lord’s day to ancther; and that they

should bring forth as scribes well instructed in the kingdom, things new
and old. Matt. xiii. 52.

10 9 And the son of an Israelitish woman,
whose father was an Egyptian, went out aniong
the children of Israel: and this son of the Is-
raelitish woman and a man of Israel strove together
in the camp; '
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The first thing observable in the case of this man is, the sad effects of
unlaw ful connections: such alliances generally produce unhappy conse-
quences. That is a most important precept of the apostle, 2 Cor. vi.
14. What can a man expect but sad departures from the faith of a
true Israelite, who is linked to an Egyptian?

11 And the Israelitish woman’s son blasphemed
the name of the LORD, and cursed. And they
brought him unto Moses: (and his mother’s name
was Shelomith, the daughter of Dibri, of the tribe
of Dan:)

Observe the awfulness of the crime: not simply blaspheming holy
things, bt the tremendous name of the Lord himself: and not content
with cursing, but most probably uniting blas: hemy and cursing together.
What a loud and decisive testimony doth it carry with it of the dreadful
apostacy of our fallen nature!

12 And they put him in ward, that the mind

of the Lorp might be shewed them.

But observe, though the crime was so enormous, yet we find there is
no haste in the punishment. What a sweet lesson ought men, in their
little provocations with each other to learn from hence. Oh! that we
were to wait to know what the mind of the Lord is upon all occasions.
Ephes. v. 17.

13 € And the Lorp spake unto Moses, say-
ing, ‘
14 Bring forth him that hath cursed without
the camp; and let all that heard Aim lay their
hands upon his head, and let all the congregation

stone him.

That all the congregation should engage in the punishment was no
donbt meant to convey the idea how dreadful the sin was. And more-
over, it tended, under divine grace, to keep others from such daring
presumption. For who that had joined in stoning another for blas-
phemy, ai the command of God, could himself hope to escape, if after-
wards found guilty of it? That is a suitable prayer of the Psalmist,
Psm. xix. 13.

15 And thou shalt speak unto the children of

Isracl, saying, Whosoever curseth his God shall

bear his sin.

In reading this verse, I would look up earnestly for grace for myself
and the Reader, and say, Lord grant that I may never be brought into
that awful state, to bear my own sin, the weight of which must sink
the soul to everlasting destruction. Blessed Jesus! thou sin-bearing
Lamb of God, how precious here again is the view of thee in this glo-
rious character. Gh! may I know my own persogal interest iu that
biessed seripture. Isaiah liil. 5, 6.

3Y 2
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16 And he that blasphemeth the name of the
Yorp, he shall surely be put to death, and all
the congregation shall certainly stone him : as well
the stranger, as he that is born in the land, when
he blasphemeth the name of the LORD, shall be
put to death.

17 9 -And he that killeth any man shall surely
be put to death.

18 € And he that killeth a beast shall make it
good ; beast for beast.

19 And if a man cause a blemish in his neigh-

.Eour; as he hath done, so shall it be done to
im;

20 Breach for breach, eye for eye, tooth for
tooth: as he hath caused a blemish in a man, so
shall it be done to him agan.

21 And he that killeth a beast, he shall restore
it: and he that killeth a man, he shall be put to
death. :

22 Ye shall have one manner of law, as well
for the stranger, as for one of your own coun-
try: for I am the Lorp your God.

23 € And Moses spake to the children of Is-
rael, that they should bring forth him that hath
cursed out of the camp, and stone him with stones.
And the children of Israel did as the Lorp com-

manded Moses.

Upon the occasion of this man’s transgression, opportunity is taken to
repeat some of those laws which had been before delivered. And the
punishment of Shelomith’s son is related. Reader, do not close the
chapter without taking with it the conclusion which it carries; that the
wages of sin is, and must be, death. The soul that sinneth it shall die.
Precious Redeemer! how reviving under all the sins and transgressions
of my nature, whereby I stand most justly expesed to the dread sen-
tence ; how reviving is the view of thy righteousness, and the interest of
thy redeeined in it, that as sin hath reigned unto death, so might grace
gign through righteousness unto eternal life, through Jesus Christ our

ord.

e -
REFLECTIONS.
READER! may it be your happiness and mine, to have our souls
kept alive by the quickening influences of God the Holy Ghost. I
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would bring, O Lord, continually, as the Israelite of old, the pure oil
for thy service. I would present myself, my soul and body, a living
sacrifice, a reasonable service before God, through Jesus. But all I have
is incompetent to serve; aud every thing too impure to offer. Lord,
undertake for me, and let the lamp of thy grace in my soul be kept
alive by thy power. Dear Jesus! be thou the shew-bread to me, and in
thee, and thy complete salvation, may I see a constant and never-ceasing
supply to feed, not only my soul, but all thy church and people. May
thy ministers, who serve in holy things, be enabled to bring forth things
both new and old in thy sanctuary. Lord! give me grace, in read-
ing the awful account of the blasphemer in this chapter, to drop an ear-
nest prayer before the mercy-seat, that our God may turn the heart of
blasphemers in this guilty land. Oh Lord! in judgment remember
mercy. Turn thou us, and so shall we be turned.

CHAP. XXV.

CONTENTS.

This forms a most interesting chapter, even in its moral sense, but
much more so in its spiritual. And as an enlightened eye will be en-
abled to discern in it, that Moses spake of Christ, the attention ought
to be the more awakened. Here is God’s appointment of every seventh
year to be a year of rest to the land, that the holy land of Canaan,
which was the glory of all lands, should be distinguished from every
other by a Sabbatic year. Here is also God’s appointment, for every
seven times seventh year to be a year of jubilee, in which the captive
and the bond-servant among the Hebrews should go out free. This
chapter hath also some very gracious laws contained in it, for the
treatment of the poor, und of deblors.

AND the Lorp spake unto Moses in mount
Sinai, saying,

2 Speak unto the children of Israel, and say
unto them, When ye come into the land which I
give you, then shall the land keep a sabbath unto

the Lorp.

Was not this precept intended to teach the Lord’s people to look
back and consider how, in the garden of Eden, there would have been
a perpetual rest to the land, and a constant Sabbath to the Lord, but
for the transgression? And was it not also intended, to teach the Lord’s
people to look forward to him, who is himself the Sabbath and rest
of his people, and hath prepared a rest for them? Psm. cxvi. 7.

3 Six years thou shalt sow thy field, and six
years thou shalt prune thy vineyard, and gather
in the fruit thereof’;

4 But in the seventh year shall be a sabbath

of rest unto the land, a sabbath for the Loro:
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thou shalt neither sow thy field, nor prune thy
vineyard.

God here asserted his right and property, as the Lord of the whole
earth: not unsimilar te the proprietors of earthly manors, who allow
such and such seasons for breaking up the ground. But there is a
sweeter sense to be given to this precept in a spiritual point of view.
The six years of labour previous to the sevenik year of rest, taught very
expressively, the sad consequence of sin, which had introduced labour,
and toil, and sorrow, into this morial state. It is only through Jesus,
that we are liberated from it, and exempt from all its penal conse-
quences in a future life.

5 That which groweth of its own accord of thy
harvest thou shalt not reap, neither gather the
grapes of thy vine undressed: for it is a year of
rest unto the land.

What a strong leading feature is here given of man’s dependence upon

God. And what a precious comment doth Jesus himself give of it.
Matt. iv. 4.

6 And the sabbath of the land shall be meat
for you; for thee, and for thy servant, and for thy
maid, and for thy hired servant, and for thy
stranger that sojourneth with thee,

7 And for thy cattle, and for the beasts that
are in thy land, shall all the increase thereof be

meat.

Was not the extensiveness of this mercy, in reaching to all ranks and
orders of the people, intended to shadow forth the extensiveness of that
mercy which Jesus by his glorious redemption hath accomplished. Sce
what the Lord hath said of it himself. Rev. iii. 20.

8 € And thou shalt number seven sabbaths
of years unto thee, seven times seven years; and
the space of the seven sabbaths of years shall be
unto thee forty and nine years.

9 Then shalt thou cause the trumpet of the ju-
bile to sound, on the tenth day of the seventh
month, in the day of atonement shall ye make the

trumpet sound throughout all your land.

In this calculation it should seem that the year of jubilee was the
nine and fortieth year; and that then the trumpet was sounded. But
what a joy must it have been to every poor bond-servant, and especially
to him that was under a rigorous master. I have no doubt in my own
mind, but that there was a peculiarity in the sound, which though very
few in the camp of Israel, if any, by reason of the distance of time from
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_one to another in forty-niie years being between, had ever heard before ;

yet all perfectly well uncerstood. The cruel tyrant over his poor
servant, certainly understood by it, that his oppression was over: and
the wretchied captive feit in 1t tie mercy of the Lord’s veice. But,
Reader! what a taint image is this of that sweet jubilee trumpet, which
sounds everlasting redemption through Jesus. TJohn viii. 36, If the
Reader feels himself inteiested, as e oughi, in this @lace, to enquire
further concerning this trumpet of jubiiee, and wherein it ditfered from
others in its sound o-.d signification; he may scon discover that this
must have been the case, from cther trumypets which were in use in the
camp. There was the Fest trumpet. Joel ii. 1. 'The War trumpets
and the calling of the Assemblies. Numb. x, 2-—10. And what the
Psalmist calls the joyful sound. Psm. Ixxxix. 15. But, Reader! what
Joyful sound in the camp of Israel, could equal that which the gospel
brings of ransom to poor captive sinuers, in the compleat redemption by
the Lord Jesus? Is it not now that the jubilee trumpet is sounded in
the day (which is a continued day in all its saving effects) of his atone-
ment? And is not the same trumpet for ever sounding the acceptable
year of the Lord. Isaiah Ixi. 2, with Luke iv. 18, 19. Pause, my soul,
and ask thyself, whether thou hast heard this joyful sound, now in the
present day of grace; by which alone thou wilt be looking forward,
with a pleasing hope of hearing that trumpet sound in the day of judg-
ment; when all that are in their graves shall come forth. John v.
28, 29.

10 And ye shall hallow the fiftieth year, and
proclaim liberty throughout a// the land unto all
the inhabitants thereof: it shall be a jubilee unto
you; and ye shall return every man unto his
possession, and ye shall return every man unto
his family.

11 A jubilee shall that fifticth year be unto you:
ye shall not sow, neither reap that which groweth
of itself in it, nor gather the grapes in it of thy
vine undressed.

12 For it s the jubile; it shall be holy unto
ym:i : ye shall eat the increase thereof out of the
field.

13 In the year of this jubile ye shall return
every man unto his possession.

14 € And if thou sell ought unto thy neigh-
bour, or buyest ought of thy neighbour’s hand,
ye shall not oppress one another:

15 According to the number of years after the
jubilee thou shalt buy of thy neighbour, and ac-
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cording unto the number of years of the fruits he
shall sell unto thee:

16 According to the multitude of years thou
shalt increase the price thereof, and according to
the fewness of years thou shalt diminish the price
of it; for according to the number of the years of
the fruits doth he sell unto thee.

17 Ye shall not therefore oppress one another;
but thou shalt fear thy God; for I am the Lorp
your God.

"i'he return of every man to his own possession and to his own family,
beside the mercy of the thing itself, certainly, had this very important
point in view ; namely, to preserve in proper distinction the rights and
connections of families. It is by this, in a very eminent degree, that we
are enabled to trace the pedigree of the Lord Jesus. Matt. i. 1, &c.
Luke iii. 23, &c. So that the poor Israelite, who by his own impru-
dence, or distressing providences from God, had forfeited his inheri-
tance; and his connection was for a time obscured or lost during his
captivity ; had here an assurance that he should again recover the one,
and again enjoy the other. What a beautiful type was this of our
poor captive nature! Reader, you and I, by reason of sin, have lest our
original inheritance, our birth-right, and our family claims. But Jesus
the Redeemer of the soul, hath sounded the jubilee of his grace,
and set us at happy liberty, and restored to us all our rights. Oh!
thou precious God of all our mercies! Methinks I hear the joyful sound,
< The year of jubilee is come; return ye ransomed sinners home.” May it
be heard far and near, and may they come which are ready to perish.
Tsaiah xxvii. 13.

18 Wherefore ye shall do my statutes, and keep
my judgments, and do them; and ye shall dwell
in the land in safety. ;

19 And the land shall yield her fruit, and ye
shall eat your fill, and dwell therein in safety.

20 And if ye shall say, What shall we eat the
seventh year? behold, we shall not sow, nor ga-
ther in our increase : '

21 Then I will command my blessing upon you
in the sixth year, and it shall bring forth fruit for
three years.

22 And ye shall sow the eighth year, and eat
yet of old fruit until the ninth year; until her
fruits come in ye shall eat of the old store.
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Reader, do not overlook in these verses how gracious the Lord is.
Rather than God’s people shall be losers by their dependance upon him,
he will even work a miracle to supply them; for cau-ing the sixth year
1o be doubly aund trebly prolific, this was little less than a standing mi-
facle. See that sweet promise. Psm. cxxxii. 15,

23 The land shall not be sold for ever: for the
land 75 mine; for ye are strangers and sojourners
with me.

24 And in all the land of your possession ye
shall grant a redemption for the land. '

This 1s a most proper idea ever to be kept in view, The earth is the

Lord’s, and the fulness thereof. Man is but a pilgrim and a traveller
through it. Psm. xxxix. 12, 13.

25 If thy brother be waxen poor, and hath
sold away some of his possession, and if any of his
kin come to redeem it, then shall he redeem that
which his brother sold.

26 And if the man have none to redeem it, and
himself be able to redeem it;

27 Then let him count the years of the sale
thereof, and restore the overplus unto the man to
whom he sold it; that he may return unto his pos-
session.

28 But if he be not able to restore ## to him,
then that which is sold shall remain in the hand
of him that hath bought it until the year of ju-
bilee: and in the jubilee it shall go out, and he
shall return unto his possession. ,

29 And if a wan sell a dwelling house in a
walled city, then he may redeem it within a whole
year after it is sold; wathin a full year may he re-
deem it.

30 And if it be not redeemed within the space
of a full year, then the house that i in the walled
city shall be established for ever to him that
bought it throughout his generations: it shall not
go out in the jubilee.

31 But the houses of the villages which have no

wall round about them shall be counted as the
Vor. I. 3Z
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fields of the country: they may be redeemed, and
they shall go out in the jubilee.

32 Notwithstanding the cities of the Levites,
and the houses of the cities of their possession,
may the Levites redeem at any time.

33 And if a man purchase of the Levites, then
the house that was sold, and the city of his pos-
session, shall go out in zhe year of jubilee: for the
houses of the cities of the Levites are their pos-
session among the children of Israel.

34 But the field of the suburbs of their cities
may not be sold; for it # their perpetual posses-
sion.

35 q And if thy brother be waxen poor, and
fallen in decay with thee; then thou shalt relieve
him: yea, though he be a stranger, or a sojourner;
that he may live with thee.

36 Take thou no usury of him, or increase:
but fear thy God; that thy brother may live with
thee.

37 Thou shalt not give him thy money upon
usury, nor lend him thy victuals for increase.

38 I am the Lorp your God, which brought
you forth out of the land of Egypt, to give you

the land of Canaan, and to be your God.

All these precepts refer to one and the same thing. But their spiri-
tual import is peculiarly striking. A brother so poor as not to be able
to redeem his right, is a lively type of our poor nature. And a kins-
man so rich, and the nearest that could be found, in whom the right of
redemption lay, beautifully represents Jesus. For who so rich as he in
whom all fulness dwells? ~ Who so near as he that hath taken our very
nature into himself, and is married to us according to his own most gra-
cious declarations? Jerem. iii. 14. Neither is any but Jesus in a
capacity to redeem. And it is worthy our closest observation, that Job
-calls Jesus by this very name, Goel, that is, kinsman Redeemer. Job.
xix. 25. The same word is used for kinsman, in Numb. v. 8.

39 And if thy brother that dwelleth by thee be
waxen poor, and be sold unto thee ; thou shalt not
compel him to serve as a bondservant:

- 40 But as an hired servant, and as a sojour-
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ner, he shall be with thee, and shall serve thee
unto the year of jubilee:

A1 And then shall he depart from thee, doth he
and his children with him, and shall return unto
his own family, and unto the possession of his
fathers shall he return.

42 For they are my servants, which I brought
forth out of the land of Egypt: they shall not
be sold as bondmen.

43 Thou shalt not rule over him with rigour;
but shalt fear thy God.

44 Both thy bondmen, and thy bondmaids,
which thou shalt have, shall be of the heathen that
are round about you; of them shall ye buy bond-
men and bondmaids.

45 Moreover of the children of the strangers
that do sojourn among you, of them shall ye buy,
and of their families that are with you, which they
begat in your land: and they shall be your pos-
session.

46 And ye shall take them as an inheritance
for your children after you, to inherit them for a
Eossession; they shall be your bondmen for ever:

ut over your brethren the children of Israel, ye
shall not rule one over another with rigour.

47 € And if a sojourner or a stranger wax
rich by thee, and thy brother that dwelleth by him
wax poor, and sell himself unto the stranger or
sojourner by thee, or to the stock of the stranger’s
family :

48yAfter that he is sold he may be redeemed
again; one of his brethren may redeem him :

49 Either his uncle, or his uncle’s son, may re-
deem him, or any that is nigh of kin unto him of
his family may redeem him; or if he be able, he
may redeem himself.

50 And he shall reckon with him that bought

) 3Z 2
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him from the year that he was sold to him unto
the year of jubilee: and the price of his sale shall
be according unto the number of years, aceording
to the time of an hired servant shall it be with
him.

51 If there be yet many years behind, according
unto them he shall give again the price of his re-
demption out of the money that he was bought
for.

52 And if there remain but few years unto the
year of jubilee, then he shall count with him, and
according unto his years shall he give him again
the price "of his redemption.

53 And as a yearly hired servant shall he be
with him: and the other shall not rule with rigour

over him in thy sight.

54 And if he be not redeemed in these years,
then he shall go out in the year of jubilee, both he,
and his children with him.

55 For unto me the children of Israel are ser- -
vants; they are my servants whom I brought forth
out of the land of Egypt: I am the Lok your
God.

"The doctrine of free grace, and of full redemption by Jesus, became
so importaut to be shadowed forth, and kept in view through the whole
of the law, that the Holy Ghost was pleased to repeat the same pre-
cepts again and again, only with a little v.riation, as suited to different
circumstances : and to those that looked for the redemption in Israel,
nothing could be more interesting. The striking diflerence the law
made between the services of a true Israelite in bondage, and that of a
stranger under similar cases, may serve to shew that even in bonudage
the Lord’s right in his j.eople Is manifested. They may and fre-
quently will be, found in the service of men, while at the same moment
they are the Lord’s free men: and this is what the apostle had in view,
when he said ye are bought with a price, be not ye the servants of men.
1 Cor. vii. 23. But what a mercy 1s it, Reader, that in the very mo-
ment that you aad 1 have by sin forfeited all right to freedom, Jesus our
nearest of kin, evein our Goel, our kinsman Redeemer, hath made us
free! What a sweet description of this unequalled love is that the sacred
writer gives of it. Deut. xxxii. 30.
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REFLECTIONS.

WHAT motives of thanksgiving and praise pour in upon my soul
from every quarter, in the perusal of this chapter, while I consider and
compare my privileges and my lappiness to those of the Lord’s people
of old. They had, itis true, their seventl year of Sabbaths to remind
them of the Sabbaths in Paradise, which Adam’s transgression deprived
his children of; but 1 have in that second 4dam, the Lord from heaven,
(as the Apostle most properly stiles hiin) an everlasting Sabbath, in him
and from Lim to enjcy. Oh! may the blessed Spirit give me by his
sweet influences to rest in Jesus!

In this jubiiee season to the poor captive and bond-servant may I be-
hold by faith, the lively emblem of that eternal jubilee in Jesus, where-
with he makes his people free. Oh! thou kinsman Redeemer, that hast
caused thy gospel trumpet to be sounded, never may I lose sight of
what I was by nature, and what I now am by grace. 'Thou didst find
me, O Lord, a bond-servant, indeed, to Sin and Satan, serving divers
Justs and pleasures; and even in love with my chains, and averse to
freedom. Eternal praises to thy dear name, that thou hast both pro-
claimed liberty to the captive, and made me wlling to be redeemed in
the duy of thy power. Gh! may it be my happiness to return, as the
redeemed Israelite, to my Father’s house, and now the mortgaged and
sold inberitance is ransomed ; Lord keep me from being ever again en-
tangled in the old yoke of bondage. And while I behold so many all
round me in nature’s chains of sin, Lord give me grace, to adore the dis-
tinguishing mercy of my Deliverer. Let it be wholly to the praise of
the glory of thy grace, wherein thou hast made me accepted in the be-
loved.

CHAP. XXVIL

CONTENTS.

This chapter seems to form a brief summary of the arguments, by
which the laws contained n the foregoing chapters are enforced ; in
that it points out the blessings to obedience, and the curses which will
Jollow upon disobedience. The conclusion of it is very remarkable, in
that it ends with gracious promises, even to the most rebellious, when
their heart is turned to seek the Lord.

K. shall make you no idols nor graven image,
neither rear you up a standing nnage, neither
shall ye set up any image of stone m your land, to

bow down unto it: for I am the Lorbp your God.

I would request the Reader, in the very entrance upon this chapter,
to remark, as he goes on through the perusal of 1t, how very striking
the process of diviue grace, both in mercies and in threatened judgments
is carried on. I have ofien read the chapter on this account with pe-
culiar pleasure. May the Holy Ghost make it profitable also, for the
same reason, to the Reader! It begins with that truth which we so often.
meet with in the Old Testament scriptures, the Lord’s jealousy for his
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honor! How precious is it to the true believer in Christ, to discover
that by grace he is kept from idolatry, and from that horrible state of
nature, to which but for grace, he would be equally exposed; and
which the Apostle ascribes to the polite, and (as the world would call
them) the learned inhabitants of Rome. See Rom. i. 22—25.

2 Yeshall keep my statutes, and reverence my
sanctuary: 1 am the Lorbp.

3 q If ye walk in my sabbaths, and keep my
commandments, and do them;

4 Then I will give you rain in due season, and
the land shall yield her increase, and the trees of

the field shall yield their fruit.

Here again it is precious to the believer to remark how a gracious
God hath secured his people, in the abservance of those precepts, Ezek.
xxxviii. 27.

From this verse to the end of the 12th verse, let the Reader observe
as he goes on, the loving-kindness of the Lord, in those exceeding
great and precious promises contained in them. First, a plenty of the
sweet influences of the heavenly bodies; in the rain and the dew and
the clouds dropping their fatness, Deut. xxxiii. 13, 14.

5 And your threshing shall reach unto the vin-
tage, and the vintage shall reach unto the sowing
time: and ye shall eat your bread to the full,
and dwell in your land safely.

6 And I will give peace in the land, and ye
shall lie down, and none shall make you afraid:
and I will rid evil beasts out of the land, neither

shall the sword go through your land.

Secondly, the blessed effects of it in the extent of the mercy from
harvest to harvest. Amos ix. 13. But surely the gracious Reader will
not overlook gospel mercies, as veiled under those promised earthly en-
Jjoyments. Under the blessed Spirit’s influence, since Jesus returned to
glory, what a continuation of an harvest of souls is gathered and still
gathering to Christ? See that promise, Malachi jii. 10 —12. Observe,
God promiseth not only plenty, but peace and enjoyment in the plenty.
And the soul who hath found peace in the blood of the cross, will
find with it a sweet and holy serenity in all his enjoyments. This heigh-
tens joy, and softens sorraw. Ephes. i. 3. Hosea ii. 18.

7 And ye shall chase your enemies, and they
shall fall before you by the sword.

8 And five of you shall chase an hundred, and
an hundred of you shall put ten thousand to flight :
and ()ifour enemies shall fall before you by the
sword.
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Thirdly, not only peace at home, but success abroad: victory over
all our enemies. And this considered in a spiritual sense is very sweet
indeed. See that precious promise. Isa. liv. 17.

9 For I will have respect unto you, and make
you fruitful, and multiply you, and establish my
covenant with you.

10 And ye shall eat old store, and bring forth
the old because of the new.

Fourthly, the blessings of increase. See here again, in a gospel sense,
that promise. Coloss. ii. 19. Fifthly, and which is the fountain of all

blessings the Lord’s favour. David’s prayer is to this effect. Psalm
cvi, 4,

11 And I will set my tabernacle among you:

and my soul shall not abhor you.
Sixthly, Jesus tabernacling in our nature is the ground and assurance
of all. Rev. xxi. 3. Compared with Amos ix. 11.

12 And I will walk among you, and will be

your God, and ye shall be my people.

Seventhly, as by the grace of the Lord Jesus, his people are secured
in all the privileges of redemption ; so on the covenant relationship into
which they are brought with God their Father through himn, their pre-
sent and everlasting happiness is founded. Zech. xiii. 9.

13 I am the Lorp your God, which brought
you forth out of the land of Egypt, that ye should
not be their bondmen; and I have broken the
bands of your yoke, and made you go upright.

Lastly, redemption-work is the sole cause, founded in the Father’s
gift, the Saviour’s purchase, and the Spirit’s application. Here indeed
the Lord hath broken the yoke of worse than Egyptian bondage, even

the yoke of sin and Satan. See that sweet expression, in a gospel sense,
Psm cvii. 14, 15.

14 € But if ye will not hearken unto me, and
will not do all these commandments;

15 And if ye shall despise my statutes, or if
your soul abhor my judgments, so that ye will
not do all my commandments, but that ye break

my covenant:
. Here the subject changeth, and an awful but comes in. I would re-
quest the Reader to remark with me the progress of sin. First it begins
in refusing to hearken to God. Mal. ii. 2.
Secondly, after refusing to hearken, the sinner learns to despise God’s
judgments. This was a sad step in the first unhappy transgression.
‘Gen, iii, 4. Thirdly, after breaking God’s covenant, depend upon it,
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the traosition from forgetting God to the disowning God is quickly
made. And what is every man by nature, when left to himself, but like
that sinner of old? Exod. v. 2.

16 I also will do this unto you; I will even ap-
point over you terror, consumption, and the burn-
ing ague, that shall consume the eyes, and cause
sorrow of heart: and ye shall sow your seed in
vain, for your enemies shall eat it.

Reader, remark with me the gentleness with which God begins his
punishment.  Sickness is among the kind rods with which the Lord
manifests his love, as a Father to his children. Heb. xii. 6. Deut.
viii, 5.

17 And I will set my face against you, and ye
shall be slain before your enemies: they that hate
you shall reign over you; and ye shall flee when
none pursueth you.

If the Father’s rod will not do, God will try what the enemies’
sword will accomnplish. David’s prayer is instructive on this point.
2 Sam. xxiv. 14.

18 And if ye will not yet for all this hearken
unto me, then I will punish you seven times more
for your sins.

19 And I will break the pride of your power;
and I will make your heaven as iron, and your
earth as brass:

20 And your strength shall be spent in vain:
for your land shall not yield her increase, neither
shall the trees of the land yield their fruits.

Reader, remark how gracnously, even in punishment, the Lord deals
with his people. He doth not give them up; but calls upon them with
& louder call, and by more alarming providences. He makes all nature
to be at variance with them. Reader! it is highly profitable to see the
Lord’s hand in all the Lord’s appointments. David here again instructs.
When Shimei came forth against him, David saw that the trial was of
the Lord;; so let him curse, said David, for the Lord hath said. 2 Sam.
xvi. 10. Reader! it is a sure mark of grace in lively exercise, when in
our troubles we lie low at the foot of the cross, and open not our mouth
in a way of justification. Psm. xxxix. 9.

21 And if ye walk contrary unto me, and will
not hearken unto me; I will bring seven times
more plagues upon you according to your sins.

22 I will also send wild beasts among you,
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which shall rob you of your childien, and destroy
your cattle, and make you few in number; and

your high ways shall be desolate.

Reader! in this view of the divine prdgress in correction, do not
overlook that all is in tender mercy. It should seem that the prophet
had in contemplation this chapter when he speaks of God's four sore
Judgments. Ezek. xiv. 21,

23 And if ye will not be reformed by me by
these things, but will walk contrary unto me;

24 Then will I also walk contrary unto you,
and will punish you yet seven times for your
sins.

25 And I will bring a sword upon you, that
shall avenge the quarrel of my covenant: and
when ye are gathered together within your cities,
I will send the pestilence among you; and ye shall
be delivered into the hand of the enemy,

26 And when I have broken the staff of your
bread, ten women shall bake your bread in one
oven, and they shall deliver you your bread again

by weight: and ye shall eat, and not be satisfied.
These punishments were literally accomplished in the days of Israel’s
captivity. Isa.iii. 1. Jer. xxxix,

27 And if ye will not for all this hearken unto
me, but walk contrary unto me;

28 Then I will walk contrary unto you also in
fury; and I, even I, will chastise you seven times
for your sins.

29 And ye shall eat the flesh of yoar sons, and
the flesh of your daughters shall ye eat.

30 And I will destroy your high places, and cut
down your images, and cast your carcases upon
the carcases of your idols, and my soul shall ab-
hor you.

31 AndI will make your cities waste, and bring
your sanctuaries unto desolation, and I will not
smell the savour of your sweet odours.

32 And I will bring the land into desolation:
Vor. I. 4 A
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and your enemies which dwell therein shall be
astonished at it. .

33 And I will scatter you among the heathen,
and will draw out a sword after you: and your
land shall be desolate, and your cities waste.

34 Then shall the land enjoy her sabbaths, as
long as it lieth desolate, and ye bein your enemies’
land; even then shall the land rest, and enjoy her
sabbaths.

35 Aslong as it lieth desolate it shall rest; be-
cause it did not rest in your sabbaths, when ye
dwelt upon it.

36 And upon them that are left alive of you I
will send a faintness into their hearts in the lands
of their enemies; and the sound of a shaken leaf
shall chase them; and they shall flee, as fleeing
from a sword ; and they shall fall when none pur-
sueth.

37 And they shall fall one upon another, as it
were before a sword, when none pursueth: and ye
shall have no power to stand before your ene-
mies. :

38 And ye shall perish among the heathen, and
the land of your enemies shall eat you up.

39 And they that are left of you shall pine
away in their iniquity in your enemies’ lands; and
also in the iniquities of their fathers shall they

pine away with them.

Reader! still keep your mind in contemplation on the process of
divine judgments. From temporal punishments the Lord proceeds to
spiritual. And when it comes to this, that the sanctuary is desolate,
and the Lord abhors all offerings; how ripe is that church, or that person,
for destruction. Hosea iv. 17.

40 If they shall confess their iniquity, and the
iniquity of their fathers, with their trespass which
they trespassed against me, and that also they
haye walked contrary unto me;

41 Aund that 1 also have walked contrary unto
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them, and have brought them into the land of
their enemies; if then their uncircumcised hearts
be humbled, and they then accept of the punish-
ment of their iniquity.

42 Then will I remember my covenant with
Jacob, and also my covenant with Isaac, and also
my covenant with Abraham will I remember;

and I will remember the land.

Reader! I detain you in this place, to remark the abundant grace of
our gracious God. Read these verses twice, and if possible never for-
get them; well might Paul say, where sin abounded grace did much
more abound. Rom. v. 20. And let me observe for your comfort, as
well as my own, on this grand point of confessing our iniquity, which
is an evidence of grace in the heart, that this becomes the truest test of
the real conversion of the soul towards God; and wherever this ap-
pears, it carries with it a most decided proof that God is reconciled in
the blood and righteousness of his Son. Tor of this we may be very
confident, that wherever a soul is made a partaker of the riches of his
grace, most heartily and fully will that soul subscribe to the rights of
God’s justice. 'This is accepting the punishment of our iniquity. See
instances, Psm. li. 4. Joshua vii. 19. Eazra ix. 6—15,

43 The land also shall be left of them, and
shall enjoy her sabbaths, while she lieth desolate
without them : and they shall accept of the punish-
ment of their iniquity : because, even because they
despised my judgments, and because their soul
abhorred my statutes.

44 And yet for all that, when they be in the
land of their enemies, I will not cast them away,
neither will I abhor them, to destroy them utterly,
and to break my covenant with them: for I am
the Lorp their God.

45 But I will for their sakes remember the
covenant of their ancestors, whom I brought forth
out of the land of Egypt in the sight of ‘the hea-
then, that I might be their God: I am the Lorbp.

46 These are the statutes and judgments and
laws; which the Lorp made between him and the
children of Israel in mount Sinai by the hand of
Moses.

Reader! do not overlook the original cause of all mercies; namely,
4A2
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the faithfulness of a eovenant God in Christ: not for the value or
merit of repentance; not even our misery, or in short any thing in
ourselves; but all in and through Christ in God. See Ezek, xxxvi.
32.

~

e I ——
REFLECTIONS.

Ou! what a gracious merciful God is the God with whom we have

to do, of whom it may be truly said, ke punisheth us less than our sins
deserve. May it be my mercy, O Lord, through thy sovereign grace,
to walk with thee in all thy statutes and in all thine ordinances, with a
jealous eye to thy glory; that the Lord may give. me all these blessings
both in a temporal sense and in a spiritual; that my heaven may never
be iron, nor my earth brass. But chiefly, while a bountiful God and
Saviour gives me all things richly to enjoy, neither the precious fruits
brought forth by the sun, nor the precious things put forth by the
moon, may be half so precious to my soul as the good will of him
that dwelt in the bush.
* And, dearest Lord, in all thy rebukes, for the manifold departures of
my soul from thee ; oh, give me grace, that the most gentle of thy chas-
tisements may cail my heart home frem its rebellions. Lord! evermore
give me 20 hear the rod, and who haih appointed it. May it never be
ny case to seek comfort by hiding or lessening my transgression; but
in confessing and forsaking it: and so to seek peace with God
through our Lord Jesus Christ. And blessed Jesus, iet me add, may
the precious teachings of thine Holy Spirit continually lead me to this
sure conclusion; that all my pardon and peace is obtained, not for any
thing that I have done or can do; but from the covenant righteousness of
God in Christ; what thou hast done and suffered ; and what the Father of
mercies hath engaged to perform, for his own sake, and for his righte-
ousness sake, to whose holy name be all the glory!

CH AP. XXVIIL
CONTENTS.

This chapter seems to be added by way of eppendix to the whole
Book of Leviticus. For the preceding chapter summed up what had
been enjoined in speaking of the rewards to the observance, and the
penalties of punishments, to the neglect of the whole law. This chapter,
however, is_subjoined, and relates to the subject of vows, and the
method to be observed, where the person vowing desives to redeem it.

ND the Lorp spake unto Moses, saying,
2 Speak unto the children of Israel, and
say unto them, When a man shall make a singu-
lar vow, the persons shall be for the Lorp by thy

estimation.

Is there not somewhat in this subject of self-dedication to the Lord,
which is designed to shadow forth him, who dedicated himself a volun-
tary self-devoted sacrifice for the deliverance of his people? Blessed
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Jesus! in all things it behoved thee to have the pre-eminence! Celoss.
i 18.

3 And thy estimation shall be of the male
from twenty years old even unto sixty years old,
even thy estimation shall be fifty shekels of silver,
after the shekel of the sanctvary.

4 And if it be a female, then thy estimation
shall be thirty shekels.

Whatever ditference was made in the Jewish church, blessed be God
there is none in the Christian, for both male and female are all one
in Christ Jesus, Gal. iii. 28.

5 And if it be from five years old even unto
twenty years old, then thy estimation shall be of
the male twenty shekels, and for the female ten

shekels.
Samuel was dedicated even befere his birth; and Jeremiak was sang-
tified from the womb. 1 Sam. i 11, 27,28. Jer. 1 5.

6 Andif # be from a month old even unto five
years old, then thy estimation shall be of the male
five skekels of silver, and for the female thy esti-
mation sha/l be three shekels of silver.

7 And if ¢ be from sixty years old and above;
if 2t be a male, then thy estummation shall be fifteen

shekels, and for the fewnale ten shekels.
In the gospel church, the apostie speaks with honour of the gged
woman. 1 Tim. v. 9, 10.

8 But if he be poorer than thy estimation,
then he shall present himself before the priest,
and the priest shall value him; according to his

ability that vowed shall the priest value him.

The poor man in vowing, like the poor widow in giving, is not
esteemed by the Lord, according to the greatness of the gift, but the
mind with which it is given. Luke xxi. 1—4.

9 And if it be a beast, whereof men bring an
offering unto the Lorp, all that any man giveth of
such unto the Lorp shall be holy.

10 He shall not alter it, nor chunge it, a good
for a bad, or a bad for a good: and if he shall at
all change Dbeast for beast, then it and the ex-
change thereof shall be holy.
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11 And if # be any unclean beast, of which
they do not offer a sacrifice unto the Lorp, then
he shall present the beast before the priest:

12 And the priest shall value it, whether it be
good or bad: as thou valuest it, who art the
priest, so shall it be.

13 But if he will at all redeem it, then he shall

add a fifth part thereof unto thy estimation.

Certainly the doctrine of redemption by the Lord Jesus is all along
veiled, under this doctrine of vows and dedications: so that in every
gift an eye is supposed to be had to this. All things are the Lord’s by
right, and the redemption implies our forfeiture of all pretensions.
Eccles. v. 1.

14 And when a man shall sanctify his house 7o
be holy unto the Lorp, then the priest shall esti-
mate 1t, whether it be good or bad: as the priest
shall estimate it, so shall it stand.

15 And if he that sanctified it will redeem his
house, then he shalladd the fifth part of the money
of thy estimation unto it, and it shall be his.

16 And if a man shall sanctify unto the Lorp
some part of a field of his possession, then thy
estimmation shall be according to the seed thereof :
an homer of barley seed shall be wvalued at fifty
shekels of silver.

17 If he sanctify his field from the year of ju-
bilee, according to thy estimation it shall stang

18 But if he sanctify his field after the jubilee,
then the priest shall reckon unto him the money
according to the years that remain, even unto the
vear of the jubilee, and it shall be abated from
thv estimation.

19 And if he that sanctified the field will in
any wise redeem it, then he shall add the fifth
part of the money of thy estimation unto it, and it
shall be assured to him.

20 And if he will not redeem the field, or if he
have sold the field to another man, it shall not be
redeemed any more.
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21 But if the field, when it goeth out in the
jubilee, shall be holy unto the Lorp, as a field
devoted; the possession thereof shall be the
priest’s.

22 And if a man sanctify unto the Lorp a field
which he hath bought, which s not of the fields
of his possession:

23 Then the priest shall reckon unto him the
worth of thy estimation, evern unto the year of the
jubilee: and he shall give thine estimation in that
day, as a holy thing unto the Lorp.

24 1n the year of the jubilee the field shall re-
turn unto him of whom it was bought, even to
him to whom the possession of the land did be-
long.

25 And all thy estimations shall be according
to the shekel of the sanctuary: twenty gerahs
shall be the shekel.

These dedications of heuse and field have the same allusions to spiri-
tual things; and, in a gospel sense, may be supposed to convey this doc-
trine: that ourselves, and our houses, and all our possessious, should be
holy unto the Lord. In allusion to this, it was said tnat in gospel days,
holiness to the Lord should be wupon the bells of the horses. Zech.
xiv. 20.

26 Only the firstling of the beasts, which
should be the Lcrp’s firstling, no man shall
sanctify it ; whether #¢ be ox, or sheep: it s the
Lorp’s.

27 And if i be of an unclean beast, then he
shall redeem ¢ according to thine estimation, and
shall add a fifth part of it thereto: or if it be not
redecmed, then it shall be sold according to thy
estimation.

28 € Notwithstanding no devoted thing, that
a man shall devote unto the Lorp of all that he
hath, both of man and beast, and of the field of
his possession, shall be sold or redeemed: every
devoted thing s most holy unto the Lorbp.

29 None devoted, which shall be devoted of
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men, shall be redecemed ; duz shall surely be put to
death. :

30 And all the tithe of the land, whether of the
seed of the land, or of the fruit of the tree, s the
Lorp’s: it i holy unto the Lorbp.

31 And if a man will at all redeem ought of his-
tithes, he shall add thereto the fifth par¢ thereof.

32 9 And concerning the tithe of the herd, or
of the flock, even of whatsoever passeth under the
rod, the tenth shall be holy unto the Lorbp.

33 He shall not search whether it be good or
bad, neither shall he change it: and if he change
it at all, then both it and the change thereof shall

be holy ; it shall not be redeemed.
The same observations nieet us here respecting the dedication of

beasts and cattle. There is to be nothing blemished offered to the
Lord. Mal. i. 13, 14.

34 These are the commandments, which the
Lorp commanded Moses for the children of Is-
rael in mount Sinai.

With this verse the book of Leviiicus concludes, which briefly
expresses, by way of sanction to the whole, that these are the com-
mandinents of the Lord. Happy our privileg:, that we are not under
the yoke of carnal ordinances, but are calied to the knowledge of a gra-
cious dispensation, which is after {ke power of an endless life. Heb.
vii. 16,

e R RS e e
REFLECTIONS.

ReapEr! how delightful in lesser things, as well as in greater, is it
to see the law still pointing to the gospel; and every sacrifice, even
those of vows, and dedications of the most minute kind, referring to the
redemption by Jesus. May the Lord give vou and me to see this: and
while we are enabled by grace, to give chearfully and readily of our
substance to him, stiil may we never lose sight: of this leading doctrine
of our holy faith; that it is Jesus, and he only, which sanctifieth both

" gift and giver!

Let us ot close this precious book of God without once more taking
a general 2nd compichensive view of it; and while we consider as we
onght the state of the church in the wilderness, thus veiled under what
the apostle calls the shadow of good things to come, which stood only
in meats and drinks, and divers washings, and carnal ordinances, im-
posed on them until the time of reformation; let us thankfully contem-
plate the Luppiness of God's people now, in being delivered from such
a yoke of bondage, which ncither we nor our Jathers were able ta
bear. ' ’
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But while we find cause thus to bless God, that we are come to this
better dispensation, founded upon better promises; let us never forget
that in those types and shadows the gospel was preached unto thewm, as
well as unto us. Christ then was, as well as he is now, the end of the
law for righteousness to every one that believeth. )

Dearest and ever-blessed Jesus! give me to see that all the ordi-
nances in thy sacred book, and the numberless rites, both moral and
ceremonial, there appointed, were the shadows of good things to come,
but the body was and is Christ. Be thou the sanctuary, the altar, the
mercy-seat, the sacrifice, the offering, the priest, the all in all of my
poor oblations! And may this be my highest and most encouraging con-
sideration in every approach to God my Father, that having such an
High Priest over the house of God, I may draw nigh, through thy
blood and righteousness, with a true heart in full assurance of faith.
Amen and Amen.

NUMBERS.

et R ———e e
GENERAL OBSERVATIONS.

IN opening this fourth Book of the writings of Moses, I must
again request the pious Reader to call to mind, that Moses wrote
of Christ. Andif the Holy Ghost shall be graciously pleased to
take of the things of Christ, and shew them to the Reader, no
doubt he will tind here, as in the former books of Moses, that Ae
hath testified of Jesus.

The book of Numbers, hath its name from the circumstance of
its containing the numbering of the children of Israel. It forms a
very interesting volumne on that account; in that it carries with it in
its bosom, an evidence of the fulfilment of God’s promise. The
Lord had assured Abraham, that his seed should be as the stars of
heaven for multitude, Gen. xv. 5. And here we find the accom-
plishmeut.

In respect to the period of time the book of Numbers contains,
it is somewhat about thirty-nine years. The history commences
in the second month of the second year, after the Israelites left
Egypt; and ends in the eleventh month of the fortieth year.

There is a mixture of laws and of history in this book, of which
it is composed. The Reuader will very easily distinguish the one
from the other. But here, as in all other lustances, in searching
the sacred oracles, it must be God the Holy Ghost, which can
alone enable the Reader to discern spiritually, and convey his di-
vine teaching to the mind, so as to make us wise unto salvation,
through the faith which is in Christ Jesus.

I only pray, that Holy and Eternal Spirit, under whose inspira-
tion all scripture is written, that he will be both with Writer and

Vour. I. 4B



	Back To Index
	Leviticus
	Chapter 1
	Chapter 2
	Chapter 3
	Chapter 4
	Chapter 5
	Chapter 6
	Chapter 7
	Chapter 8
	Chapter 9
	Chapter 10
	Chapter 11
	Chapter 12
	Chapter 13
	Chapter 14
	Chapter 15
	Chapter 16
	Chapter 17
	Chapter 18
	Chapter 19
	Chapter 20
	Chapter 21
	Chapter 22
	Chapter 23
	Chapter 24
	Chapter 25
	Chapter 26
	Chapter 27




