THE
PROPHET JEREMLAH.

GENERAL OBSERVATIONS.

WE are now about to enter upon the inspired writings of
Jeremiah. This book of God very properly follows
that of Zsaiak; not indeed according to the order of time, for
several of the other Prophets placed after Jeremiah minister-
ed in the Church of God, between the period of Isaiah and
Jeremiah, in their services; but from the particular and es-
pecial nature, of their distinct commissions. JZsaiah was di-
rected in the view of gospel days, to bring glad tidings of

ood. Jeremiah was commissioned with tidings of evil
%saz'ah is therefore, and not unsuitably, called the evangelical
Prophet, and Jeremiah the mournful Prophet.

The Reader is called upon, at the very entrance of Jere-

maah’s writings, to notice his commission and authority. The
Lord declared to him at his first call, that before he came
forth from the womb, he had ordained him zo be a prophet
unto the nations. So that Jeremiakh’s warrant stands unques-
tionable. Tt also pleased the Great Head of the Church, to
extend the labours of Jeremiah to a more than ordinary
length. He speaks of beginning his services, in the thir'
teenth year of Josiuh, the son of Amon, king of Judah : and
we know, that those services continued to the time that Ne-
buzaradan, captain in the king of Babylow’s army, carried
away Israel captive to Babylon: a period of between forty
and fifty years. ' '
- The general scope and tendency of Jeremiak's prophecy
corresponded to the times in which he lived. The Church
was then sunk indeed most awfully. And the Lord was pre-
paring for his people the chastisement of a seventy years cap-
tivity. Jeremiah laboured therefore under such distressing
views in prospect of the evil he lived to see accomplished :
so that the one object of his ministry, was to call the people
to repentance.” Hence we find the unsual strain of his ser-
mons, is reproof and expostulation. Here and there, how-
ever, the Prophet was led by the Holy Ghost, to speak most
fully and blessedly, of the Person, Work, and Offices of him
that was to come, to bring his prisoners out of captivity, and
to proclaim the acceptable year of the Lord.

The era of the Church, in which this blessed book of pro-
phecy was written, seems to have been about six hundred
years before the advent of our Lord Jesus Christ. 1 only
detain the Reader here, as in the entrance upon our perusal
“of every preceding book, in L(I:all'mg upon him to join my

3V 2
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spirit in prayer, before the high throne of God i Christ,

that an unction from God the Holy Ghost may be upon both
Writer and Reader, while going over these sacred records:
that while it is promised in the Prophets, all the children
shall be taught of the Lord; we may be proved to be the
children of God in being taught of him. And as our ever
adorable Lord, graciously marked the true evidences of di-
vine teaching, in that all that were taught of the Father of
coming to him; we may be of the happy number, who came
to bim, fo whom give all the prophets witness, that through
kis name, whosocver belicveth in him, shall receive remission
of sins. Amen.

CHAP. L

. CONTENTS.
- Tke Chapter opens with the account of Jeremial’s being called to the
ministry. He is instructed by two visions. The Lord’s commands to -
him, and his promise to be with him. ;

HE words of Jeremiah the son of Hitkiah, of

the priests. that were in Anathoth in the land
~of Benjamin:

The Prophet opens the Chapter with his name and family. Jere-
miah’s name is not without signification, for it implies, being raised
by the Lord : and he was eminently so, as the sequel of this chapter’
sheweth. He mentions his family also and place: perhaps, by way
of proof, that he was of the priesthood order. dnathoth was a small
¢ity or village, a little distance from Jerusalem.

- 2 To whom the word of the LORD came in the
days of Josiah the son of Amon king of Judak,
in the thirteenth year of his reign. '

3 It came also in the days of Jehoiakim the son
of Josiah king of Judah, unto the end of the
‘eleventh year of Zedekiah the son of Josiah king
-of Judah, unto the carrying away of Jerusalem
-captive in the fifth month.

Having given his name, and family, and place of abode, he now
~mentions his commission, and the time of receiving it. So that the
whole period of the Prophet’s ministry, like the contents of a book,
-is here marked in the first leaf of his writings. If the Reader will
be at the pains of enquiry, he will find, that the whole period of Je-
remiah’s ministry was somewhat more than forty years. :

- 4 Then the word of the LLorRD came unto me,
saying, ‘
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5 Before 1 formed thee in the belly, I knew
thee, and before thou camest forth out of the
womb, I sanctified thee, and I ordained thee a

prophet unto the nations.

I have often read this Chapter with partieular pleasure, and marked
with much emphasis what is contained in these verses: for in them
we find the most decisive testimony, to that distinguishing attribute
and perfection of Jehoval, his foreknowledge and ordination. Who
that reads these verses, can, for a moment question, the purpose, conn-
sel, and will of the Lord ? Known unio God are all hisworks from
the beginning. And to suppose otherwise, would be to deny God’s
sovereignty and eternal wisdom. Hence our Lord, in his Father'’s
with-holding discernment from the wise and prudent, and revealing
himself to babes, refers all into this one cause, as an unanswerable
conclusion; Even so Father, for so it secemed goad in thy sight, Matt.
xi, 25, 26. I beg the Reader to pause over the subject, and as he
ponders the vast thought, let him ask his own beart, whether the
same sovereign power that ordained Jeremiak for a Prophet, and Paul
for an Apostle from the womb, hath sanctified and revealed his Son
in the Reader’s soul, to the purpose of salvation, through the faith
that is in Christ Jesus? Gal.i. 15, 16.

6 Then said I, Ah, Lord Gob, behold, I can-
not speak, for I amm a child.

7 9 But the Lorb said unto me, Say not, I am
a child : for thou shalt go to all that I shall send
thee, and whatsoever I command thee, thou shalt
speak. )

8 Be not afraid of their faces, for I am with thee
to deliver thee, saith the Lorp.

* 9 Then the Lorp put forth his hand, and touch-
ed my mouth, and the Logrp said unto me, Be-
hold, I have put my words in thy mouth.

10 See, I have this day set thee over the na-
tions, and over the kingdoms, to root out, and to
pull down, and to destroy, and to throw down,
to build, and to plant. -

___Readet! do not fail to remark, how humbling grace is in the soul.
Before the Prophet was conscious of the work wrought in him, the
blessed effects were made to appear, in a lowliness suited to the mercy.
He giveth grace to the humble. And let the Reader further observe,
how the Lord removed the Prophet’s fears by the sovereignty of his
grace. It is remarkable, that each of the Prophets, Isaiak, Jeremiak,
and Ezekiel, at their introduction into their prophetical office, were
ordained by an outward visible sign, as well as by the inward, illu-
minating, and confirming grace. Isaiah, vi. 6, 7. Eazek. iii. 1,2, 3.
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And what confidence did these gracious ordinations inspire in the
minds of all? I hope the Reader will not, while fooking at the -or-
dination service of Prophets in the Old Testament, overlook and pass
by the ordination of the Apostles under the New. Behold Jesus in
that interesting season, when sending forth his disciples to teach and
to preach in the synagogues. Luke, x.1—20. So again, after his
resurrection, John, xx. 21, 22. So again in the moment of his de-
parture, Luke xxiv. 45 to the end. Matt. xxviii. 18 to the end. And
Reader! is it not so now? Can there be any ordination truly blessed,
except Jesus commissions? Oh! that every one that goeth forth
.into the ministry, might know, like Jeremiakh, his warrant, and be
convinced, that the same Almighty Spirit which sent forth Barnabas
and Saul to the work, sends forth all his faithful servants now to the
labouring in the word and doctrine ! and accompanies them with his
presence, Acts, xiii. 2, 3, 4.

11 q Moreover, the word of the LorDp came
unto me, saying, Jeremiah, what seest thou? And
I said, I see a rod of an almond-tree.

12 Then said the ILorbp unto me, Thou hast
well seen: for I will hasten my word to pérform it.

13 And the word of the LoRD came unto me
the second time, saying, What seest thou? And
I said, I see a seething pot, and the face thereof”
is towgrd the north.

14 Then the Lorp said unto me, Out of the
north, an evil shall break forth upon all the in-
habitants of the land. .

15 For lo, I will call all the families of the
kingdoms of the north, saith the Lorp, and they
shall come, and they shall set every one his throne
at the entering of fhe gates of Jerusalem, and
against all the walls thereof round about, and
against all the cities of Judah.

16 And I will utter my judgments against them,
touching all their wickedness, who have forsaken
me, and have ‘burnt incense unto other gods, and
worshipped the works of their own hands.

The Lord was pleased, we find, both by word and by vision, to
confirm the Prophet in his new appointment. And the Lord which
raised up to the Prophet’s mind these images, took care to instruct
his mind how to interpret them, - that nothing of divine teaching might
fall to the ground. .
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17 9§ Thou therefore gird up thy loins, and
arise, and speak unto them all that I command
thee: be not dismayed at their faces, lest I con-
found thee before them.

18 For behold, I have made thee this day a de-
fenced city, and an iron pillar, and brasen walls
against the whole land, against the kings of
Judah, against the princes thereof, against the
priests thereof, and against the people of the land.

19 And they shall fight against thee, but they
shall not prevail against thee: for I am with thee,

saith the LorDp, to deliver thee.

How needful must faithfulness be in the service of the Lord? _And
where the Lord gives grace to his poor servants to be faithful, he
will give strength to bear them up against all their foes. An Zron
pillar and brasen walls, are strong figures, to intimate, that J,/;he arrows
of the enemy with all their fury will be thrown against them. But
as iron pillars and brasen walls are simply for defence, and not for
injury : how beautifully do those similitudes teach, that the servants

~of the Lord are not to strive and repel carnal attacks, with the sare
weapons, but to be like their Master, who when reviled, reviled not
again. The Lord hath undertaken his servants cause, and hepgyill re~
compense vengeance on his and their enemies, Deut, xxxii. 44

e T TR

REFLECTIONS.

Reaper! let us, as we enter upon the subject of Jeremiah’s mi«
nistry, and especially while we behold him thus divinely called, and.
divinely appointed ; gather the several interesting instructions such
an history furnisheth, for our own personal improvement, and mark,
in what an endearing point this scripture speaks to us.

See Reader in the first place, the love of God over his people, in
thus raising up a faithful servant, even in the worst of times, to
speak of grace and mercy; when the rebellions of his people merited
nothing but punishment. Behold! in the next point of view, the
Lord’s predilection of Jeremiah, and the blessedness of being thus

* get apart as he was, for the service of the Lord from the womb,
Mark, moreover, how the Lord that called him distinguished him
with his favour, and what he set him apart to, he fitted him for. And
lastly, fail not to observe, how the Lord undertook to carry him
safely, from all his enemies, and to defend and preserve him in all
his exercises. ’ .

- And while we thus behold all these blessings in the case of the Pro-
phet Jeremiah, let us be on the look out, that in every minute cir-
cumstance that concerns the Church of Jesus now, and the special in-
terests of every individual believer, the Lord is still carrying on the
same gracious purposes, and both ordaining and sanctifying the whole
of events to his own glory and hig Church’s welfare,
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Jesus was the great Prophet to the nations, and to our nation
surely, where we trust the Lord hath a Church. Oh'! that all his sent
-servants, did but know and feel, as Jeremiak knew and felt, and in
the service of their Lord became more anxious to win souls than
to gain a kingdom. Reader! it will be your mercy and mine, if,
before we close our meditation on this sweet Chapter, we can find
the Lord’s purpose concerning ourselves, as fully confirmed in grace.
as his was, and under the teaching of God the Holy Ghost, we may
discover, such evident proofs of our calling and election, in all that
concerns our everlasting welfare, that we may enjoy the full sense of
that blessed scripture, in which Jehovah saith, I have loved thee with
an everlasting love ; therefore with loving kindness have I drawn thee.

CHAP. IL

CONTENTS. \
The Prophet is here entering upon his ministry. He begins with
expostulation : and he carries it on, in a way of reproqf and correc-
tion through the whole chapter. .

N AOREOVER the word of the LorD came ta
me, saying, )

2450, and cry in the ears of Jerusalem, saying,
Thus saith the LLorp, I remember thee, the kind-
ness,ﬁ:%” thy youth, the love of thine espousals,
when mou wentest after me in the wilderness, in a
land that was not sown.

3 Israel was holiness unto the L.oORD, and the
first-fruits of his increase: all that devour him
-shall offend, evil shall come upon them, saith the
Lorb.

I pray the Reader to observe, the graciousness of God’s dealings
« with his people, even when he is about to reprove them. He puts
them in mind of their past affection, and when matters were different
with them, from what they now are : and this serves to heighten to
their view his grace, and the unreasonableness of their backsliding,
Reader! mark how the Lord takes notice of the smallest affections
of his people. 'What could the Lord say more sweet and gracious
than what is here said: I remember thee, the kindness of thy youth,
the love of thine espousals. Oh! thou gracious Lord! Should any
poor backslider of thine, read this blessed scripture; oh give the
poor soul grace to discover herefrom, how the bowels of thy love
yearn over precious souls, in their wanderings, and that thou dost re-
member them still. See Chap. xxxi. 18, 19, 20.

4 Hear ye the word of the LoorD, O house of
Jacob, and all the families of the house of Israel.

5 € Thus saith the Logp, What iniquity have
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“your fathers found in me, that they are gone far
from me, and have walked after vanity, and are
become vain ?

0 Neither said they, Where s the Lorp, that
brought us up out of the land of Egypt, that led
us through the wilderness, through a land o
deserts, and of pits, through a land of drought,

. and of the shadow of death, through a land that

no man passed through, and where no man dwelt?

7 And I brought you into a plentiful country,
to eat the fruit thereof, and the goodness thereof’;
but when ye entered, ye defiled my land, -and
made mine heritage an abomination.

8 The priests said not, Where is the Lorp?

and they that handle the law, knewk me not : the

pastors also transgressed against ‘me, and the
prophets prophesied by Baal, and ‘walkéd after
things that do not profit.

Having put his people in mind of what had passed; and given
them to understand that the Lord had not forgotten the smallest ten=
. dencies of their affection towards him; he now begins to remonstrate
with them for all their ingratitude and rebellion. And in order to
give the greater force to his complaint, he challengeth them to shew
cause, if any thing in him could have lefi them the least apology.
Reader! think what an aggravation it is to all our transgressions,
that they are against the best of all friends, the kindest of all rela-
tions. I know not what you feel in the review; but for myself, I
scruple not to say, that the self-loathing, I sometimes experience, in
the recollection of what passeth in a fallen nature, is to me abundantly
increased, from the consideration, that our offences are all directed
against God. It would be impossible to offend in any single instance,
had we not first, for the time, lost all reverence and affection also
for the person of Jesus. Every expostulgtion therefore seemeth to
speak in the words before us, as though Jesus stood and said; what
iniquity have you found in me, that you are gone far from me? If
Jesus thus speaks, surely it cuts to the heart.

9 q Wherefore I will yet plead with you, saith
the Lorp, and with your children’s children will
I plead. :

10 For pass over the isles of Chittim, and see;
and send unto Kedar, and consider diligently, and

see if there be such a thing.
You V. 3 f )
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11 Hath a nation changed their gods, which are\
yet'no gods? but my people have changed their
glory, for that which doth not profit.

Observe Reader! the Lord is still pleading. It is the day of grace,
not the hour of judgment. And of all the sottish sins of Israel surely;
this exceeded the whole, that after knowing the one, true, and only
Lord of heaven and earth, they actually took up with idols. A thing
hardly to be believed possible. Why the poor ignorant nations around,
were never known to change their dunghill gods, for other dunghill
gods: if Egypt worshipped the cat; they never could be prevailed
upon to make an exchange for any other 1dol ; such was their venera-
tion from father to son. But Israel, the Lord’s chosen, the Lord’s
people, and to whom the Lord had made himself known, by signs
and wonders, and «a mighty stretched out arm : Israel took up with
dunghill gods also, and worshipped they knew not what! Oh! what
a degraded state is man brought to, by the fall ?

12 Be astonished, O ye heavens, at this, and
be horribly afraid, be ye very desolate, saith the
Lorp. '

13 For my people have committed two evils:
they have forsaken ime the fountain of living
waters, end hewed them out cisterns, broken
cisterns that can hold no water.

Reader! this is not the first time that we meet with such appeals
to heaven, and to other parts of the inanimate creation: for if man
will not hear, to whom shall respect be had ? Isaiah, 1. 2. Deut. iv. 6.
But do not overlook the Lord’s tenderness for his people, in the very
moment of charging them with such wonderful folly. The Lord calis
them Aés people still. Precious thought! In Jesus they are beheld,
and in Jesus beloved. Reom. xi. 28. The figure of a cistern, and
that a broken cistern, which never can hold water, is uncommonly
stnkmg, by way of shewing the folly of taking up with any creature
comfort, to the forgetfulness of the infinite and eternally satisfying
fulness of the Creator. To leave God in Christ, and to take confidence

in man, are two mother evils, which bring forth thousands from their
womb. :

14 Is Israel a servant? is he a home-born slave?
why is he spoiled ?

15 The young lions reared upon him, and yelled,
and they made his land waste : his cities are burnt
without inhabitants. |

16 Also the children of Noph and Tahapanes
have broken the crown of thy head.

17 Hast thou not proculed this unto thyself, in

v
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that thou hast forsaken the Lorp thy God, when
he led thee by the way ? ,

18 And now what hast thou to do in the way of
Egypt, to drink the waters of Sihor ? or what hast
thou to do in the way of Assyria, to drink the
waters of the river?

19 Thine own wickedness shall correct thee, and
thy backslidings shall reprove thee: know there-
fore and see, that it is an evil thing and bitter, that
thou hast forsaken the Lorp thy God, and that
ﬁly fear is not in thee, saith the Lord Gop of

osts.

20 9 For of old time I have broken thy yoke,
and burst thy bands, and thou saidst, I will not
transgress : when upon every high hill, and under
every green tree, thou wanderest playing the
harlot. '

21 Yet I had planted thee a noble vine wholly
a right seed, how then art thou turned into a de-
generate plant of a strange vine unto me?

22 For though thou wash thee with nitre, and
take thee much sope, yes thine iniquity is marked
before me, saith the Lord Gob.

23 How canst thou say, I am not polluted, I
have not gone after Balaam? see thy way in the
valley : know what thou hast done: thou art a
swift dromedary traversing her ways.

24 A wild ass used to the wilderness, that
snuffeth up the wind at her pleasure, in her occa-
sion who can turn her away? all they that seek
her, will not weary themselves, in her month they
shall find her. ,

25 Withhold thy foot from being unshod, and
thy throat from thirst: but thou saidst, There is
no hope. No, for I have loved strangers, and
after them will I go. '

20 As the thief is as};?med when he is found:
3X2
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so is the house of Israel ashamed; they, their
kings, their princes, and their priests, and their
prophets, ‘

27 Saying to a stock, Thou art my father; and
to a stone, Thou hast brought me forth : for they
have turned ¢heir back unto me, and not their
face: but«in the time of their trouble they will
say, Arise, and save us.

28 But where are thy gods that thou hast made
thee? let them arise, if they can save thee in the
time of thy trouble: for according to the number
of thy cities, are thy gods, O Judah. _

29 Wherefore will ye plead with me? ye all
have transgressed against me, saith the Lorb.

30 In vain have I smitten your children, they
received no correction ; your own sword hath de-
voured your prophets, like a destroying lion.

I include all these verses under one view, asthe doctrine is one and
the same, though varied with several similitudes. But the whole is
intended to shew, to what a degenerate state the Church was reduced ;
how the rebellion of the people naturally became their own correc-
tion; and yet, in the midst of all, the Lord still watched over Israel
for good, and although suffering them to be cast down, weuld not cast
them off. Isaiah, xxvii. g, 3, 4, 5. ‘ ,

31 € O generation, see ye the word of the
Lorp: have I been a wilderness unto Israel? a
land of darkness? wherefore say my people, We
~are lords, we will come no more unto thee?

32 Can a maid forget her ornaments, or a bride
her attire? yet my people have forgotten me days
without number.

.33 Why trimmest thou thy way to seek love?
therefore hast thou also taught the wicked ones
thy ways.

34 Also in thy skirts is found the blood of the
souls of the poor innocents: 1 have not found it
by secret search, but upon all these, ‘

35 Yet thou sayest, Because I am innocent,
surely his -anger shall turn from me; behold, 1
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will plead with thee, because thou sayest, I haye
not sinned.

36 Why gaddest thou about so much to change
thy way ? thou also shalt be ashamed of Egypt,
as thou wast ashamed of Assyria.

37 Yea, thou shalt go forth from him, and
thine hands upon thine head : for the Lorp hath
rejected thy confidences, and thou shalt not pros-
per in them.

Never surely, was there afforded a more lively instance of the gra-
cious purpose of God’s unalterable love to his people, than what this
Chapter affords, from beginning to end. The Lord sends the Pro-
phet in the opening, to tell the people of God’s remembrance of
Israel’s first-love: and in the close of the Chapter, the Lord tells
them, that though they shall not prosper in their confidence, yet he
thereby intimates, that grace shall at length prevail. Through the
whole, and every part of the prophet’s sermon, we discern, with
clear marks all along, that the Lord hath mercy in store, and will
not cast'qway his people whom he foreknew, Rom, xi. 1—A.

REFLECTIONS.

Pause my soul over the Prophet’s sermon, and remark how gra-
ciously the Lord pleads with his people for their good ; how reluctant
the Lord seemeth to give them up, and with what gentle expostula-
tions he reasons with them, on his patience and their determined
obstinacy.

Look through the history of the Church then, and look to the
Church now : and ask and see, whether we are in better circumstances
than they, or more deserving? Did ever Zion languish more than in
the present hour? Were ever the interests of Jesus less regarded?
‘Where shall we direct our attention to find any that prefer the pros-
perity of the Church above their chief joy? My soul! what sayeth
thine own personal experience ta this statement ? While thou lamentest
in secret, the little conquests of Jesus’s grace in thine own heart;
canst thou say, as one of old did, in beholding the sorrowful state
of the Church around thee : révers of waters run down mine eyes be-
.cfause men keep not thy law. Alas! who is grieved for the affliction of

oseplh.

Oh! thou great Head of thy Church, and of thy people! Oh!
Lord Jesus! take to thyself thine own glorious cause, and come forth
by thy Holy Spirit, in the midst of thy Church! Remember Lord
when Israel was holiness unto the Lord, and the first-fruits of his in-~
crease. And as all Israel’s holiness was in thee, and is in thee for
ever: do thou Lord stir up to thyself an holy zeal, in the hearts of
thy people. Thou knowest Lord, that were we to wash with nitre
and take much soap, still would our iniquity be marked before thee.
Jake away therefore Lord all our iniquity, and receive us graciously,
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and turn to thyself a people with one consent, to call on the Lord:
5o shall thy nume be praised from the rising of the sun to the going
down of the same; and the name of our Lord Jesus shall be greut
&mong the Gentiles. Amen.

CHAP. III

CONTENTS.

This Chapter is '@ continuation of the same sermon as the Sformer.
Added to what was there said, in a way of expostulation, the Lord
is pleased to follow it up, with invitations, and of the most gracious
nature.

HEY say, If a man put away his wife, and

she go from him, and become another man’s,
shall he return unto her again ? shall not that land
be greatly polluted? but thou hast played the
harlot with many lovers; yet return again to me,
saith the Lorp.

2 Lift up thine eyes unto the high places, and
see where thou hast not been lien with: in the
ways hast thou sat for them, as the Arabian in the
wilderness, and thou hast polluted the land with
thy whoredoms, and with thy wickedness.

3 Therefore the showers have been withholden,
and there hath been no latter rain, and thou hadst

a whore’s forehead, thou refusedst to be ashamed.

It is the uniform custom of human lfe, that, if a woman prove
unfaithful to her husband, and the thing be notorious and publicly
known, by her open departure from him, never is she permitted
to return to him again. There are none such compassionate husbands
among men as to allow it. But, saith the Lord, with me things shall
not be so. T will receive my Church, though she hath set up her
idols in every place of her iniquity. Reader! do pause I beseech
you, and admire the abundant grace of the Lord. In all things, his
ways are not our ways, nor his thoughts our thoughts. Jesus indeed
seems to take occasion from the unworthiness of our poor fallen na«
ture, to display and magnify the riches of his grace. Isaiah, lv. 8,9,
Romans v. 20, 21. The A4rabian in the wilderness is a fine image,
to illustrate the earnestness with which Israel had revolted from the
Lord. It had been, not the casual inadvertency of temptation, but
the deliberate purpose and contrivance of. the heart.

4 Wilt thou not from this time cry unto me,
My father, thou er¢ the guide of my youth?
5 Will he reserve his anger for ever? will he
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keep i to the end ? Behold thou hast spoken and
done evil things as thou couldest.

This is a most beautiful and gracious observation of the Lord’s, to
shew, wha ‘E might be reasonably expected, from the overwhelmmg
kindness of'the Lord. When grace becomes more abundant, it over-
powers our sin, disarms the sinner, and constrains him, as the Prodigal
in the parable, to return to his Father. Luke, xv. 17, 18, 19.

6 9 The Lorp said also unto me in the days of
Josiah the king, Hast thou seen that which back-
sliding Israel hath done? she is gone up upon
every high mountain, and under every green tree,
and there hath played the harlot.

7 And I said, after she had done all these things,
Turn thou unto me; but she returned not: and
her treacherous sister J udah saw .

8 And I saw, when for all the causes whereby
backsliding Israel committed aduitery, I had put
her away, and given her a bill of divoree: yet
her treacherous sister Judah feared not, but went
and played the harlot also.

O And it came to pass through the lightness of
her whoredom, that she defiled the land, and com-
mitted adultery with stones, and with stocks. '

10 And yet for all this, her treacherous sister
Judah hath not turned unto me with her Whole
heart, but feignedly, saith the Lorp.

It should seem, that this is tht: opening of a new sermon ; perhaps
it was preached at a different pemod from the former: but the subject
is the same. A sad account is given of both kingdoms, Judah and
Jerusalem. The Reader will not fail to recollect, that the division of
the nation eontinued as it had long been, at this time, when the Pro~
phet Jeremiah exercised his ministry. Ten tribes had revolted from
the house of David, and became formed into a separate kingdom.
But in one point they both agreed : namely, in their rebellion agamst
God. How graciously the Lord takes occasion from the treachery of
the one, and the backsliding of the other, to recommend the exceed-
ing riches of his love and forbearance. The figure of a divorce is
uncommonly striking, and it should seem, that the Lord was pleascd
with it, both to represent his love and union with our nature; and the
mcomglble hardness and insensibility of the human heart. Hosea,
that had been prophesying to the Church some ages before, dwelt
very largely in representing Isracl’s unwerthiness, under the same
figure, Hosea, Chapter i. ii. and iii.
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11 And the LorRD said unto me, The back-
sliding Israel hath justified herself more than
treacherous Judah.

12 9 Go, and proclaim these words toward the
north, and say, Return, thou backsliding Israel,
saith the Lorp, and 1 will not cause. mine anger
to fall upon you: for I wmn merciful, saith the
Lorp, and I will not keep anger for ever.

13 Only acknowledge thine iniquity that thou
hast transgressed against the Lorp thy God, and
hast scattered thy ways to the strangers under
every green tree, and ye have not obeyed my
voice, saith the LLorD.

14 Turn, O backsliding children, saith the Lorp,
for I am married unto you: and I will take you
one of a city, and two of a family, and I will

bring you to Zion.

Nothing can more highly illustrate the riches of grace, than what
is here said, on the subject of divine mercy. Israel was about to go
into Babylon, and there the Prophet is particularly directed to pro-
claim the invitation of mercy. The Lord had made a provision for
the recovery of his people in all ages: for he had long before caused
it to be recorded, that in all places, whether they were scattered for
their sins, they should call to remembrance their trespasses, and if
there their unhumbled heart then accepted the punishment of their
iniquity, that then the Lord would remember his covenant, and have
mercy upon them. Levit. xxvi. 40, 41, 42. And do not Reader, for
a moment lose sight of the wonderful condescension expressed by the
Lord, in acknowledging his alliance grith his people. Yes! Jesus hath
indeed married our nature, and will'not hate his own flesh, Oh the
unequalled grace and mercy, of otr glorious Emmanuel ! Isajah, liv.
5. Ephes. v. 2532, -

15 And I will give you pastors according to
mine Z:ieart, which shall feed you with knowledge
and understanding. '

16 And it shall come to pass, when ye be mul-
tiplied and increased in the land; in those days,
saith the Lorp, they shall say no more, The ark
of the covenant of the LorD: neither shall it
come to mind, neither shall they remember it,
neither shall they visit i, neither shall #4at be done-
any more. e
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17 At that time they shall call Jerusalem the
throne of the Liorp, and all the nations shall be -
gathered unto it, to the name of the Lorp, to
Jerusalem : neither shall they walk any more after
the imagination of their evil heart. ,

18 In those days the house of Judah shall walk
with the house of Israel, and they shall come to-
gether out of the land of the north, to the land
that I have given for an inheritance unto your
fathers.

Reader! doth not your heart go forth, at th¢ reading of those
blessed promises, with an earnestness of desire, that the {ord would
fulfil them, and give his people pastots indeed according to his own
heart! Oh! that the Lord would send forth faithful, disinterested
ministers, in his Churches, and among his people. If this were once
the case, Judah and Israel, Jews and Gentiles, would walk together,
and all would be of one heart and of one mind, in the service and:
fellowship of the Lord Jesus! Galat. jii. 26 to the end.

19 But I said, How shall I put thee among the
children, and give thee a pleasant land, a goodly
heritage of the hosts of nations? And said,
Thou shalt call me, My father, and shalt not
turn away from me. -

20 9 Surely, as a wife treacherously departs
eth from her husband: so have you dealt
treacherously with me, O house of Israel, saith
the Logp. o | \ .

21 A voice was heard upon the high places,
weeping and supplications of the children of Is=
rael : for they have perverted their way, and they
have forgotten the Lorp their God: o

A difficulty here scemeth to have arisen in the views of such uns
speakable mercy ; how shall the Lord, consistent with his divine per-
fections, take home to his favour sinners so ungracious? And none
but God himself can iemove the difficulty. The privilége of adop~
tion in Christ, is the only possible means by which the Lord cam
pardon sin, and receive the sinner. This Jehovah hath provided.
And he that hath provided the means, will take caré it shall be effec-
tual to the end. Reader! think of our adoption privileges, in Christ -
desus, and bless the glorious author of them. Gal. iv. 6: Romans,
viii. 1417, :

Vor. V. 8Y
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22 Return, ye backsliding children, and 1 will
heal your backslidings: behold, we come unto
thee, for thou er¢t the LorD our God. .

23 Truly in vain és salvation hoped for from the
hills, and from the multitude of mountains: truly
in the LLorD our God is the salvation of Israel.

24 For shame hath devoured the labour of our
fathers from our youth; their flocks and their
herds, their sons and their daughters.

25 We lie down in our shame, and our con-
fusion covereth us : for we have sinned against the
Lorp our God, we and our fathers, from our
youth even unto this day, and have not obeyed
the voice of the Lorp our God.

The Lord still causeth his grace to triumph over the unworthiness of
his Israel, until at length, the heart is subdued and overcome. What
a sweet and blessed conclusion is made to the subject, and to the
chapter together! "And what it was with Israel then, so ‘is it with
all the praying seed of Israel now : when Christ is seen, and known,
and felt by his Holy Spirit in the héart, such will be the language
of every child of God: truly in vain is selvation looked for else-
where : in the Lord shall one say, have I righteousness and strengths
even to him shall men come, and all that believe in him shall not be
ashamed nor eonfounded, world without end. Isaiah, xlv. 24, 25.
Acts, iv. 12, :

M ¥
REFLECTIONS.

Brrssep Lord Jesus ! how can I read in this Chapter the unfaithful-
ness of Israel, in departing from thee, who hast heen the kind and
loving husband of thy Church for ever; without calling to my re-
collection my baseness and unfaithfulness also. Surely thou art, as
thou hast said in this Chapter, married to us, not only in the assump-
tion of our nature, but in the particular and personal union with
every individual soul of thine, whom by thy Spirit thou hast made
willing in the day of thy power. And notwithstanding the lowness of
our birth, our loathsomeness by nature, and unworthiness by sin! still
hath the Lord of life and glory made us one with himself, that we
might be keirs of God, and joint heirs with Christ. And is it possible
for me to call ta mind, that after such unheard of cendescension on
the part of the Son of God, as to marry our nature, and to unite every
individual person of his people to himself, that, I like a treéacherous
wife, departing from her husband, should depart from thee? Oh!
Lord! what an awful state must our nature be reduced to by the .
falt! And doth my God and Saviour, notwithstanding these horrible
provocations, doth he really say : though thoux hast played the harto€
with many lovers, yet return agdin unto me, saith the Lord! Oh! for
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grace, to feel the full influence of such constraining love, and to
cty out with an earnestness suited 'to the affection: dekold we come
unto thee, for thou art the Lord our God ! R ;

And do thou Lord ! fulfil all those sweet and gracious promises. Do
thou heal all our backslidings: do thou do, as thou hast said, take
us one of a city, and two of & family, and bring us to Zion. Put
a spirit of adoption into our hearts, O Lord; and both provide the,
means for our recovery by grace, and give us strength to make use
of them, that we may henceforth call thee Father, and thou mayest
put us among the Children. And Lord! let that gracious word of
thine be accomplished ; let our Pastors be of thine own giving, and
men after thine own heart; that we may be indeed fed with know-
ledge and understanding. Precious Lord Jesus! send to us the Holy
Ghost, the Comforter, to teach us, and guide us, and to lead us, into
all truth. Then shall we indeed know, under his divine teaching,
that thou alone art zke hopc of Israel, and the Saviour thereof. Amen;

¥ LAV
f—— S —

CHAP. 1V,

% CONTENTS.

This Chapter, in the opening, is an address to Isracl. The subject
" then relates to Judah and Jerusalem. Both are to one and the same
amount ; namely, God’s gracious call to his people, to return to kim,
Jrom all their backslidings.

F thou wilt return, O Israel, saith the Lorp,

return unto me: and if thou wilt put away
thine abominations out of my sight, then shalt
“thou not remove.

2 And thou shalt swear, The LorbD liveth, in
truth, in judgment, and in righteousness ; and the
nations shall bless themselves in him, and in him
shall they glory.

Is there not here a sweet breaking out, in pointing to Him who is
the Lord our righteousness? For in whom are the nations to be
blessed, but in Jesus; or in whom can they glory? I pray the
Reader to compare the passage with those scriptures, and then judge
for himself. Psalm lxxii. 17. Isaiah, 1xv. 16. Jeremiah, xxiii. 6.
1 Cor. i. 30. ‘ .

3 € For thus saith the Lorp to the men of
Judah and Jerusalem, Break up your fallow
ground, and sow not among thorns. ‘

4 Circumeise yourselves to the Lorp, and take
away the foreskins of your heart, ye men of
Judah, and inhabitants of Jerusalem: lest my
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fury come forth like fire, and burn that none can
quench i, because of the evil of your doings.

5 Declare ve in Judah, and publish in Jeru-
sdlem, and say, Blow ye the trumpet in the land:
ery; gather together, and say, Assemble your-
selves, and let us go into the defenced cities. "™

0 Set up the standard towards Zion: retire, stay
not; for I will bring evil from the north, and a
great destruction.

7 The lion is come up from his thicket, and the
destroyer of the Gentiles is on his way ; he is gone
forth from his place to make thy land desolate,
and thy cities shall be laid waste without an in-
habitant. -

8 For this gird you with sackcloth, lament and:
howl: for the fierce anger of the LoRD is not
turped from us.

O And it shall come to pass at that day, saith
the LORD, shat the heart ‘of the king shall perish,
and the heart of the princes: and the priests shall
be astonished, and the prophets shall wonder.

The Prophet here opens his commission to the men of Judah and
Jerusalem; and in the prospect of the Babylonish captivity, now
hastening, admonisheth them to seek the Lord. The Prophet, like a
faithful preacher, dwells upon the same subject, as the Lord preached
to him, at his ordination. See Chap. i. 14 to the end. The Lion
from the thicket is a strong figure, to set forth the fury of the
Enemy. And when the Lord gives the authority, what a roaring
Lion indeed, is every foe. Precious Jesus! thou art the Lion of the
tribe of Judah, and while thou art for us, more are they, than all
that can be against us. Rev.v. 5. 2 Kings, vi. 15,16, 17. If the
heart of all men fail in their own strength: those whom thou hast
made kings and priests to God and the Father, will faint not, whilst
thou art their strength and their portion for ever. Rev. i. 6.

10 Then said I, Ah, Lord Gob, surely thou
hast greatly deceived this people, and Jerusalem,
saying, Ye shall have peace; whereas the sword

reacheth unto the soul.

I read this verse alone, in order, by praying over it, to seek in-
struction from the Lord, for the right apprehension of it. Jeremiak
could not mean to charge the Lord, with either the cause or the
consequence of the people’s deception. The lying prophets, such
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as Hananiah (see Chapter xxviii.) by p,réaching peace, had deceiv~
ed them: and as he presumed to cdme to the people in the Lord’s
name, as well as Jeremiah, they might be said in this sense, to be
- deceived by the Lord. And if fértheir rebellion, the Lord gave them
up to believe a lye; though the deception was their own, yet God’s
judgment was in it. Certain it is, that there isno evil in ke city,
but the Lord hath done it; that is, permitted it. Amos, iii. 6. But
while the sovereignty of the Lord 1s still the same, the evil of trans-
gression is the sinner’s, James, 1. 13. Ezek. xiv. 1-11.

11 At that time shall it be said to this people,
and to Jerusalem, A dry wind of the high places
in the wilderness toward the daughter of my peo-
ple, not to fan, nor to cleanse,

12 Even a full wind from those places shall come
unto me: now also will I give sentence against
them. ‘

13 Behold, he shall come up as clouds, and his
chariots shall be as a whirlwind: his horses are
swifter than eagles: woe unto us, for we are
spoiled.

" 14 O Jerusalem, wash thine heart from wicked-
ness, that thou mayest be saved: how long shall
thy vain thoughts lodge within thee ?

15 For a voice declareth from Dan, and pub-
lisheth affliction from mount Ephraim.

16 Make ye mention to the nations, behold,
publish against Jerusalem, that watchers come
from a far country, and give out their voice
against the cities of Judah.

17 As keepers of a field are they against her
round about: because she hath been rebellious
against me, saith the Lorb. o

18 Thy way and thy doings have procured
these things unto thee, this ¢s thy wickedness, be-
cause 1t 1s ‘bitter, because it reacheth unto thine
heart,

Under those strong images, of a dry wind and a full wind, and a
whirlwind, are set forth the judgments of the Lord. But under all,

I pray the Reader to observe, how the Lord fully proves, that the
evil jsin his people, the remedy is in the Lord, Hosea, xiii. 9,
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19 9 My bowels, my bowels, I am pained at
my very heart, my heart maketh a poise in me, I
cannot hold my peace,shecause thou hast heard, O
my soul, the sound of the trumpet, the alarm of
war. ,

20 Destruction upon destruttion is eried, for the
whole land is spoiled : suddenly are my tents spoil-
ed, ¢nd my curtains in & moment ?

21 How long shall I see the standard, and hear
the sound of the trumpet ?

22 For my people is foolish, they have not
known me, they are sottish children, and they
have none understanding : they aré wise to do evil,
but to do good they have no knowledge.

. I hope the Reader will pause over these verses, and remark the
concern of the Prophet. And when he hath done this, let him ask
himself ‘what ought to be the concern of the Lord’s prophets: ¥
mean his ministers in the present hour, over the coming, and to come,
distresses of our Zion. Was there ever a period in histery, so much
like the ene Jeremiah here complains of, as. the present? Did
ever Jeremiah’s prophecy suit the ‘Church mofé€ than now ?  And is it
not a pity, yea, a sad concerp,:that so many are at ease in Zion,
while her best interests, and the glorious gospel of Jesus, are so little
regarded. See Joel, i. 13. Amos, vi. 1—6.

23 1 beheld the earth, and lo, i was without
form and void : and the heavens, and they /ed no
hight. ' .
‘ g% I beheld the mountains, and lo, they trembled,
and all the hills moved lightly.

25 1 beheld, and lo, there was no man, and al}

the birds of the heavens were fled.,
“ 26 I beheld, and lo, the fruitful place was a
wilderness, and all the cities thereof were broken
down at the presence of the Lorp, and by his
fierce anger,

97 For thus hath the Lorp said, The whole
land shall be desolate; yet will I not make a full
end.

28 For this shall the earth mourn, and the
heavens above be black : because I have spoken
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it, I have purposed #, and will not repent, neither

will I turn back from it. |

29 The whole city shall flee, for the noise of
the horsemen and bowmen, they shall go into
thickets, and climb up upon the rocks: every city
shall be forsaken, and not a man dwell therein.

30 And when thou art spoiled, what wilt thou
do? Though thou clothest thyself with crimson,
though thou deckest thee with ornaments of gold,
though thou rentest thy face with painting, in vain
shalt thou make thyself fair, 4y lovers will despise
thee, they will seek thy life.

31 For I have heard a voice as of a woman in
travail, end the anguish as of her-that bringeth’
forth her first child, the voice of the daughter of
Zion: that bewaileth herself, that spreadeth her
hands, saying, Woe is me now, for my soul is

wearied because of murderers.

There is somewhdt uncommonly solemn and striking, when the
Lord by his servants, as in many parts, of scripture, calls upon the
heavenly bodies, and the inanimadte' parts of nature, to lament by
their appearances, the degeneracy and rebellion ot his people. The
weeping of the clouds, and the blushing of the sun, are strong figures
to this amount. Isaiah, i. 2. Deut. xxxji. 1. What a gracious and
affectionate appeal, the Lord makes in the close of this Chapter.
When thou art spoiled what wilt thou do ? Oh! for grace, that sinners
in the present hour would lay this question of the Lord’s to the heart,
until the same cry as the wman of Tarsus issued from the heart;
Lord ! what wouldst thou have me to do ? Acts ix. 6,

e R
REFLECTIONS.

Sranp still my soul, and ponder over this Chapter, and look up for
the divine teachings of God the Holy Ghost, that none of the words
here contained may fall to the ground. Were there ever more strikin
evidences given of the grace and long-suffering of the Lord? Were
there ever more decisive testimonies manifested, of the obduracy and
impenitency of man? May we not take uo the Lord’s own words,
and say: What could have been dane more to kis vineyard, that ke
€id not unto it? Precious Lord Jesus! oh for some gracious accom=
paniments of thy Holy Spirit, with thine holy word in the present
hour, that thine Israel now, may never despise the riches of th
goodness, and forbearance, and long-suffering ; but know and feel that
the goodness of God leadeth to repentance. .

¥Ye winisters of my God! learn from this statement of sorrow i
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the Prophet, to put on bowels of mercies, and to feel true soul con-
cern for the present desolations of the Church of Jesus. Blind
‘Watchmen, and blind Guides cannot become interested for the saving
knowledge of Christ.in others, who are destitute of it themselves.
But do ye who know Jesus, unceasingly tell of his preciousness to all
arourtd. Let Zion which is so dear to Jesus, be dear to you. And as
you know that her name is engraven on the palms of 4is hands : so

- let her interests be always uppermost in youwr heart. Hath Jesus
taught you? oh commend him as a Teacher to all that are ignorant.
Hath Jesus saved you from your sins? commend him as a Saviour to
other poor sinners, Hath Jesus made you willing in the day of his
power ? pray to Him that the day of his power may be manifested in
many a heart. Zion will again flourish in the church of Jesus if the
love of Jesus, and a regard for the interests of his Church, flourisheth
in the hearts of his ministers and people. Compassionate Redeemer !
Iet it no longer be said of any of these who call themselves ministers
of the gospel: all scek their own, not the things whick are Jesus
Christ’s.

CHAP. V.

CONTENTS.

The same subject is prosecuted through this Chapter, as formed the
contents of the former. Here is the call of God upon a degenerate peos
ple, joined with gracious promises and invitations of mercy.

RUN ye to and fro through the streets of Je-
rusalem, and see now and know, and seek
in the broad places thereof, if ye.can find a man,
if there be any that executeth judgment, that seek-
eth the truth, and I will pardon it.

2 And though they say, The Lorb liveth, sure-
ly they swear falsely. .

If we read these verses with a gospel comment, the amount of them
will be similar to what the Apestle made on one of the Psalms of
David. See Psalm xiv. 2, 3. Romans, iii. 10—26. But Reader!
" cannot you-and I find a man that hath executed righteousness and
judgment in the earth? Is there not ore man in this our spiritual
Sodom, to stand in the gap, and turn away the wrath of heaven?
Pause. What think ye of Christ2 Oh! thou whose name is Wonderful !
Yea blessed Jesus, thou art he whom thy brethren shall praise, and

all thy father’s children bow down before thee. Gen. xlix. 8. Gen.
xviii. 22 to the end. Isaiah, ix.6. Hosea, ii. 16.

3 O Lorp, are not thine eyes upon the truth ?
thou hast stricken them, but they have not griev-
ed; thou hast consumed them, but they have re-
fused to receive correction : they have made their
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faces harder than a rock, they have refused to
return. /

4 Thereforeé I said, Surely these are poor, they
‘are foolish: for they know not the way of the
Lorp, ner the judgment of their God. ‘ '

5 I will get me unto the great men, and will
speak unto them: for they bave known the wa
of the LoRD, and the judgment of their God : but
these have altogether broken the yoke, and burst
the bonds.

Was there ever a more decisive testimony than what these verses
afford, of the universal corruption, ignorance and ruined state of all
men, as well rich as poor, and which the fall hath induced in the
circumstances of mankind ? Al have sinned, and come short of
God’s glory. Romans, iii. 19.

~ 6 Wherefore a lion out of the forest shall slay
them, and a wolf of the evenings shall spoil them,
a leopard shall watch over their cities: every one
that goeth out thence shall be torn in pieces: be-
cause their transgressions are many, and their back-
slidings are increased,

7 € How shall I pardon thee for this? thy chil-
dren have forsaken me, and sworn by them that are
no gods: when I had fed them to the full, they
then committed adultery, and assembled them-
selves by troops in the harlots’ houses.

8 They are as fed horses in the morning : every
one neighed after his neighbour’s wife.

9 Shall T not visit for these things 2 saith the
Lorp; and shall not my soul be avenged on.such
‘a nation as this? , ,

How striking the expostulation? How unanswerably just the apa
peal? Do not fail to observe, Reader, that the Lord doth not simply
speak of one nation, or of another, but it is this nation, this people,
this very seed; Israel, the Lord’s Israel. And do not the words
come in with peculiar, yea personal direction, to our Israel, in the

present hour ¢ Did they ever suit the Church, since the days of Jeres
miah, more pointedly than now?

10 9 Go ye up upon her walls, and destroy,
but make not a full end: take ‘away her battle-

ments, for they are not the LOrD’S.
Vou V. 34



538 JEREMIAH. [cH. V.

11 For the house of Israel, and the house of
Judah have dealt very treacherously against me,
saith the Lorp. :

12 They have belied the Lorp, and said, Iz is
. not he, neither shall evil come upon us, neither
shall we see sword nor famine. -

13 And the prophets shall become wind, and
the word #s not in them : thus shall it be done unto

them. ‘

Mark Reader, I pray you, in those days as now, how the Lord
mingles compassion with punishment. Destroy, saith the Lord: but
make not a full end. There is a blessing in it. Isaiah, lxv.8. Oh!
how sweet to consider, to what cause the salvation was then, as now,
referred.

14 Wherefore thus saith the Lorp God of hosts,
Because ye speak this word, behold, I will make
my words in thy mouth fire, and this people wood,
and it shall devour them.

15 Lo, I will bring a nation upon you from far,
O house of Israel, saith the Lorp: it is a mighty
nation, it 7s an ancient nation, a nation whose
language thou knowest not, neither understandest
what they say.

16 Their quiver i as an open sepulchre, they
are all mighty men.

17 And they shall eat up thine harvest, and thy
bread, which thy sons and thy daughters should
eat: they shall eat up thy flocks and thine herds :
they shall eat up thy vines and thy fig trees; they
shall impoverish thy fenced cities, wherein thou

trustedst, with the sword.
" 18 Nevertheless in those days, saith the Lorp,
I will not make a full end with you. ‘

.19 9 And it shall come to pass when ye shall
say, Wherefore doeth the Lorp our God all these
things unto us ? then shalt thou answer them, Like
as ye have forsaken me, and served-strange gods
in your land ; so shall ye serve strangers in a land
that is not yours, o :
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Reader! do as the Psalmist did, after reading these verses, and
say, I will sing of mercy and judgment. And let your song as his
was, be dedicated to the Lord : for to the Lord alone the praise and
glory is due. Psalm ci. 1. And do not overlook the sweet neverthea
less the Lord puts in. Yes: there is this blessed nevertheless in the
Covenant. In Jesus his people are pardoned, though as Jesus’s chil-
dren, justly corrected for their sins. The Lord hereby proclaims his
holiness, -and his utter displeasure against sin, while sparing the
sinner. Psalm lxxxix. 30—35.

20 Declare this in the house of Jacob, and pub-
lish it in Judah, saying,

21 Hear now this, O foolish people, and with-
out understanding, which have eyes and see not,
which have ears, and hear not :

22 Fear ye not me? saith the Lorp: will ye
not tremble at my presence, which have placed
the sand for the bound of the sea, by a perpetual
decree that it cannot pass it; and though the
waves thereof toss themselves, yet can they not
prevail ; though they roar, yet can they not pass
over it ?

23 But this people hath a revolting and -a re-
bellious heart : they are revolted and gone. =
. 24 Neither say they in their heart, Let us now
fear the LorD our God that giveth rain, both the
former and the latter in his season; he reserveth
unto us the appointed weeks of the harvest.

Reader! observe how graciously the Lord goeth on to expostulate,
and to reason with his people. Both Israel and Judah shall hear,
And by what strong appeals from his omnipotency, he calls them
to consideration. But alas! until the Lord that calls, gives the grace,
to hear, all preaching is in vain. What the Lord hath here said of
the sea, and the waves, and the appointed weeks of harvest, is in
reference to his Covenant after the flood : to which we of the present
hour, can set our seal, as well as those in the days of Jeremiah,
Gen. viii. 22. ‘

25 € Your iniquities have turned away these
things, and your sins have withholden good #/ings
from vou.

26 For among my people are found wicked
men : they lay wait as he that setteth snares, they

set a trap, they catch men.
3z 2
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27 As a cage is full of birds, so are their houses
foll of deceit: therefore they are become great,
and waxen rich.

28 They are waxen fat, they shine: yea, they
overpass the deeds of the wicked : they judge not
the cause, the eause of the fatherless, yet they

prosper: and the right of the needy do they not
udge.

20 Shall T not visit for these things 2 saith the

Lorp: shall not my soul be avenged on such a
nation as this? ’

The complaint in those verses ends with the same solemn and
just enquiry, as we had before. I have often thought, and I see
no reason to alter the sentiment, that never was there a scripture
more suited to the present times than this; and never was there
any period of the Church more parallel than the days of Jeremiah,
to the opening of the nineteenth century. In numberless events
going on, we may hear a voice of grace, accompanying seasons of
exercise, the Lord making as it-were this enquiry. Another Prophet
is found addressing the Church much in the same way. Hosea,
xi. 7,8, 9. '

309 A wonderful and horrible thing is com-
mitted in the land. ‘

31 The prophets prophesy falsely, and the
priests bear rule by their means, and my people

love to have it so: and what will ye do in the end
thereof. ' :

Pause Reader over this horrible thing, as it was found in the days
of Jeremiah: and then ask, if the annals of the Church’s history,
hath ever heard or seen the like. Are there any Prophets or preachers
prophesying falsely now, in holding up the merit of good works,
and speaking peace, when there is no peace, to unawakened, unres
generated sinners? Are there any such to be found, who rule in
the minds of men by such false allurements to ruin; and are cherishs
ed by them to their hurt? And are those doctrines false and ruinous -
as they are, yet so delightful to their minds, that they love them, and
would hate every one that would attempt to undeceive them?—Let
these points be considered as they ought. And if things are found
to be so, asthat they are in numberless instances : howjpointed and
unanswerable is the question that closeth all : what will ye do in the
end thereof # What can all such do, but lay down in sorrow. From
all false guides, and errors, and delusions, which tend to fill the
mind with vanity, and hide Christ from the soul; good Lord deliver
xs! Isaiah, 1. 11, )
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REFLECTIONS. R P |

My soul! seek and take relief from the sad relation of things in
this Chapter, in what it holds forth of the general, yea, universal
corruption of men and things both of prophet, priest, and people :
in the view of Him, who is indeed the Holy One, the I_‘ord our
righteousness. Behold ! thy God and Father hath said, that if a man
can be found that seeketh the truth and executeth judgment “the
Lord will pardon the iniquity of his people. = Go then my soul, go
to thy God and Father in Christ Jesus, and tell him that Jehovah him-
self first found Him, and thou hast found One also, who is holy,
harmless, and undefiled, separate from sinners, and made higher than
the heavens ! Tell him (for thy God and Father loveth to hear of Him
and his dear name) that he is all this and more, and not only so in
himself, but so to all his people. Then plead both Jesus’s righteous-
ness, blood, and sacrifice, as the sure means of thy acceptance, and
the Father’s own authority in appointing the same: and this will be
to find pardon, mercy, and peace, in the rich salvation by Jesus
Christ. Oh! the blessedness of being found in him, who is one
with us, and who was made sin and « curse for us, who knew no sin,
that we inight be made the righteousness of God in him.

And while my soul thou findest relief from the sins and trespasses, .
both within thee and without thee, in such views of the Lord Jesus;
see to it, that thou art humbled to the dust, under a sense of the
crying sins of Zion all around thee. Surely, never did Zion lay
lower, than in the present hour! Never was Zion in more desolate
and languishing circumstances! Oh! that the Lord would take to
himself his own great name and power, and go forth, as a mighty man,
and stir up jealousy like a man of war. Precious Jesus! the cause is
thine, the work is thine, and the glory thine. Oh! then, go forth
conquering and to conquer, and turn the hearts of the father’s to the
children, and the children to the father’s: yea, let all the people
praise thee, O Lord, that thou mayest never visit in indignation, nor
take vengeance of such a nation as this. Amen.

5

CHAP. VL

CONTENTS.

This Chapter is as the former, and but a continuation of the same

sermon. It contains the Lord’s expostulgtion with his people for their
sins and transgressions.

O YE children of Benjamin, gather yourselves
’ to flee out of the midst of Jerusalem, and
blow the trumpet in Tekoa: and set up a sign of
fire in Beth-haccerem: for evil appeareth out -of
the north, and great destruction.

There is somewhat particular, and worth notice in this personal
direction to Benjamin. Distinguishing mercies are sweet mercies.
Beth-haccerem means the house of vineyards. The Church is called
# vincyard of red wine, Isaiah, xxvii. 1,2, Idonot say as much,
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but I would humbly ask, may not the expression without violence
be supposed to refer to Christ as the defence ?

21 have likened the daughter of Zion to a

comely and delicate woman.
3 The shepherds with their flocks shall come
unto her: they shall pitch #ieir tents against her
round about: they shall feed every one in his
place. ' |

4 Prepare ye war against her: arise and let us
go up at noon: woe unto us, for the day goeth
away, for the shadows of the evening are stretch-
ed out. -

5 Arise, and let us go by night, and let us de-
stroy her palaces.

6 € For thus hath the T.orD of hosts said, Hew
ye down trees, and cast a mount against Jeru-
salem : this is the city to be visited, she is wholly.
oppression in the midst of her.

7 As a fountain casteth out her waters, so she
casteth out her wickedness : violence and speil is
heard in her, before me continually i grief and
-wounds. ,

- 8 Be thou instructed, O Jerusalem, lest my soul
depart from thee : lest I make thee desolate, a land
not inhabited.

O 9 Thus saith the Lorp of hosts, They shall
thoroughly glean the remnant of Israel as a vine ;
turn back thine hand as a grape-gatherer into the

baskets. |

I venture to think, that if we read these verses with an eye to the
Church in Jesus, they will be found very interesting. Who is the
speaker here, that likens Zion to a comely and delicate woman?
May it not be Jesus? And doth not Jesus frequently do so?- See
Song, i.8—15. Song, ii.2. Ezek. xvi. 14. The afflictions and ex-
‘ercises, which are threatened, are all suited to the Church. Hosea,
il. throughout. o

10 To whom shall I speak and give warning,
that they may hear? behold, their ear s uncir-
cumgised, and they cannot hearken : behold, the
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word of the LorbD is unto them a reproach : they
have no delight in it. '

11 Therefore I am full of the fury of the Lorp :
I am weary with holding in: 1 will pour it out
upon the children abroad, and upon the assembly
of young men together: for even the husband
with the wife shall be taken, the aged with Zim
that is full of days. ,

12 And their houses shall be turned unto others,
with their fields and wives together: for I will
stretch out my hand upon the inhabitants of the
land, saith the LorD.

13 For from the least of them even unto the
greatest of them, every one is given to covet-
ousness; and from the prophets even unto the
priest, every one dealeth falsely.

14 They have healed also the hurt of the daughter
of my people slightly, saying, Peace, peace, when
there is no peace.

15 Were they ashamed when they had com-
mitted abomination? nay, they were not at all
ashamed, neither could they blush : therefore they
shall fall among them that fall: at the time tha' T
visit them, they shall be cast down, saith the
Lorb.

All these are so many gracious expostulations suited to the state
of the Church, in all her seasons of affliction. I need not enlarge on
them. They express that deadness, that leanness of soul, that bon«
dage, and indifference to ordinance; the children of Ged, are at times
but too well acquainted with. See Song, v.2, 3. Rev. iii. 2.

16 Thus saith the Lorp, Stand ye in the ways
and see, and ask for the old paths, where is the
good way, and walk therein, and ye shall find
rest for your souls: but they said, We will not

walk therein.

This is a beautiful verse, read with an eye to Christ: who is botl
 the new and the living way ; and also the old path to dwell in, being
. the Lamb slain from the foundation of the world. Jesus Christ the
same yesterday, and to day, and for ever. And who but Jesus is the
rest of the soul? See all those scriptures. John, xiv. 6. Rev. xiii. 8.
Heb. xiii. 8. Matt. xi. 28, 29, 30. Isaiah, xxviii. 12. Psalm cxvi. 7.
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17 Also 1 set watchmen over you, saying;
Hearken to the sound of the trumpet: but they
said, We will not hearken.

18 9 Therefore hear, ye nations, and know, O
~ congregation, what /s among them.

19 Hear, O earth, behold, T will bring evil
upon this people, even the fruit of their thoughts,
because they have not hearkened unto my words,
nor to my law, but rejected it.

20 To what purpose cometh there to me incense
from Sheba? and the sweet cane from a far coun-
try ? yourburnt-offerings are not acceptable, nor
your sacrifices sweet unto me. ,

21 Therefore, thus saith the ILorp, Behold, I
will lay stumbling-blocks before this people, and
the fathers and the sons together shall fall upon
them : the neighbour and his friend shall perish.

In what strong terms doth the Lord set forth the folly of outward
things, as the incense and the cane, when there was no inwar\d offer-
ing of the heart. What are all acts of religion, when there is no
regeneration ? Isaiah, i. 11—17.

22 Thus saith the Lorp, Behold, a people
cometh from the north country, and a great nation
shall be raised from the sides of the earth.

23 They shall lay hold on bow and spear : the
are cruel, and have no mercy : their voice roareth
like  the sea, and they ride upon horses set in
array as men for war against thee, O daughter of
Zion. \

24 We have heard the fame thereof: our hands
wax feeble: anguish hath taken hold of us, end
pain, as of a woman in travail.

25 Go not forth into the field, nor walk by the
way; for the sword of the enemy; and fearis on
every side. :

26 € O daughter of my people, gird thee with
sackcloth, and wallow thyself in ashes: make
thee mourning, s for an only son, most bitter la-
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mentation : for the spoiler shall suddenly come
upon us. ‘ \

27 I have set thee for a tower, and a fortress
among my people, that thou mayest know and try
their way.

28 They are all grievous revolters, walking with
slanders : they are brass and iron, they are all cor-

rupters.

29 The bellows are burnt, the lead is consumed
of the fire, the founder melteth in vain; for the
wicked are not plucked away. |

30 Reprobate silver shall men call them, because
the Lorp hath rejected them.

The last of these verses throws a light on the whole passage, by
way of explanation, on the principles of the gospel of Christ. All
men are as reprobate silver, until the Great Refiner and Purifier of
silver hath brought them through the furnace of his regenerating and
renewing Spirit. All in themselves are for ever rejected, until chosen
and aceepted in Jesus. Ephes. i. 4—7.

REFLECTIONS.

Lorp Jesus! look upon thy Church, thy vineyard, thy Benjamun,
beloved : and place her in times of danger, in the Beth-haccerem of
safety in thyself. Remember thou dear Lord, what thou hast said,
and what thou hast promised, and say still: I the Lord do keep her.
I will water her every moment, lest any hurt her. I will keep her
night und day.

And surely thou blessed Lord! if thou hast likened thy Church
to a comely and delicate woman : it must be so from being comely in
thine eyes, {rom the comeliness thou hast put upon her. Precious
Lord Jesus! though I am in myself black, yea, full of spots; but if
comely in thine eyes, it is thy robe of righteousness hath made me
so. Oh! for grace toeye thee, and love thee, and to be living upon
thee, and to thee as the Lord my righteousness !

Do thow, Almighty Refiner and Purifier of thy Church and peo«
ple: sit by me as my Refiner, that men may no longer call me
reprobate silver, when thou hast refined me as silver is refined, and
tried me as gold is tried. Oh! Lord God! by the fire of thy blesseﬁ
Spirit, consuming all the dross of my corrupt affections, and wit}
thy special influences refining and purging away all the scum of a
nature foul and spotted, do thou so cleanse me for thyself and thy
glory, that I may offer to my Lord an offering in righteousness, and
be so purified like the sons of Levi, to be among thy priests, in thy
salvation for ever!

Vou. V. 4 A
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CHAP. VIL
. CONTENTS,
_ Here seems to be the opening of a new Sermon of the Prophet’s :

but the same subject. The Prophet reproves Judah, and admonishetk
to return to the Lord.

HE word that came to Jeremiah from the
Lorp, saying, :

2 Stand in the gate of the Lorp’s house, and
proclaim there this word, and say, Hear the word
of the LorD all ye of Judah, that enter in at these
gates, to worship the Logrb.
¢ 3 Thus saith the Lorp of hosts the God of Is-
rael, Amend your ways, and your doings, and I
will cause you to dwell in this place.

4 Trust ye not in lying words, saying, The
temple of the Lorp, the temple of the Lorp, the
temple of the LoRD are these.

5 For if ye thoroughly amend your ways, and

your doings; if ye thoroughly execute judgment
between a man and his neighbour ;

6 If ye oppress not the stranger, the fatherless,
and the widow, and shed not innocent blood in

this place, neither walk after other gods, to your
hurt.

7 Then will I cause you to dwell in this place,

in the land that I gave to your fathers, for ever
and ever.

It appears by the subject of the Prophet’s sermon, that the men of
Judah, while destitute of vital godliness, were much taken up with
the form of it: and though without the love of God in their heart,
prided themselves in belonging to the temple of the Lord. Reader!
they did that which men of no religion have in all ages been much
disposed to do, satisfied themselves with the outside forms of religion.
And this the Lord calls lying words. What an awful delusion! To be
fancying ourselves something, when in reality we are nothing. Such
the Lord Jesus hath described concerning the Church of Laodicea.
Happy would it have been had this spirit of delusion died with the
departure of the Laodiceanst See Rev. iii. 14—17.

8 9 Behold, ye trust in lying words, that can-
not profit, ‘
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9 Will ye steal, murder, and commit adultery,
and swear falsely, and burn incense unto Baal,
and walk after other gods, whom ye know not ;

10 And come and stand before me in this house,
which is called by my name, and say, We are
delivered to do all these abominations ?

11 Is this house, which is called by my name,
become a den of robbers in your eyes? behold,
even I have seen #¢, saith the Lorbp.

12 But go ye now unto my place which was in
Shiloh, where I set my name at the first, and see
what I did to it, for the wickedness of my people
Israel. ,

13 And now, because ye have done all these
works, saith the Lorp, and I spake unto you,
rising up early, and speaking, but ye heard not
and I called you, but ye answered not ;

14 Therefore will 1 do unto this house which 1is
called by my name, wherein ye trust, and unto
the place which I gave to you, and to your fathers,
as I have done to Shiloh.

15 And I will cast you out of my sight, as I
have cast out all your brethren, even the whole
seed of Ephraim.

From what is said in these verses of men talking as if delivered to
do evil, it should seem, that there were in the Prophet’s days, as
well as in ours, persons who took occasion from the doctrine of free
grace, to contend for the heresy of fatality : and by reducing men to
the character of mere machines, would do away all the consequences
of evil. But as this is levelled against the sovereignty of God, so is
it refuted by the word of God. All men are by nature disposed
since the fall, not delivered, but disposed to evil: and grace only
it is that makes the whole difference between one man and another.
To tell God therefore, in justification or apology for ourselves, ‘that
we are delivered to do evil, is to charge God foolishly, and to make
him the Author of our sins. The Lord in a fine strain, most plainly
and fully refutes it. Is my house, are my ordinances, or my word,
are these things ministers to this purpose ?  Nay, do you not remem-
ber, how little respect was bad to place, or person, that even Skilok,
1 forsook, and retired from it, in consequence of the eorruptions of
the people, in times of worship. See 1 Sam. iv. 4—11. Reader!
think how truly deplorable that state must be, which is trusting’to a
name to live, while virtually dead before God? w0

‘ 4A2
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16 Therefore pray not thou for this people,
neither lift up cry nor prayer for them, neither
make intercession to me, for I will not hear thee.

17 9 Seest thou not what they do in the cities
of Judah, and in the streets of Jerusalem ?

18 The children gather wood, and the fathers
kindle the fire, and the women knead ¢keir dough,
to make cakes to the queen of heaven, and to
pour out drink-offerings unto other gods, that they.
may provoke me to anger. -

19 Do they provoke me to anger; saith the
LORD : do they not provoke themselves to the con-

fusion of their own faces ?

Here is a very solemn scripture indeed, in which the Lord forbids
his servant even to pray for the people. And there is another so-
lemn scripture suitable to be read together, Ezek xvi. 42. When the
Lord commands his faithful servant not to pray for sinners ; and when
the Lord ceaseth to correct, punishment is not far off. Lord keep
us from these sore judgments! ‘

20 Therefore thus saith the Lord Gop, Behold,
mine anger and my fury shall be poured out upon
this place, upon man, and upon beast, and upon
the trees of the field, and upon the fruit of the
ground; and it shall burn, and shall not be
quenched.

~ 21 9 Thus saith the LLorD of hosts, the God of
Israel, Put your burnt-offerings unto your sa-
crifices, and eat flesh.

22 For I spake not unto your fathers, nor com-
manded them in the day that I brought them out
of the land of Egypt, concerning burnt-offerings,
or sacrifices,

23 But this thing commanded I them, saymg,
Obey my voice, and I will be your God, and ye
shall be my people : and walk ye in all the ways
that I have commanded you, that it may be well
unto you, s

24 But they hearkened not, nor inclined their
ear, but walked in the counsels, and in the imagi-
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nation of their evil heart, and went backward,
and not forward.

25 Since the day that your fathers came forth
out of the land of Egypt unto this day, I have
even sent unto y8u all my servants the prophets,
daily rising up early, and sending them. ‘

26 Yet they hearkened not unto me, nor in-
clined their ear, but hardened their neck, they did
worse than their fathers.

27 Therefore thou shalt speak all these words
unto them, but they will not hearken to thee:
thou shalt also call unto them, but they will not
answer thee. '

28 But thou shalt say unto them, This is a na-
tion that obeyeth not the voice of the Lorp their
God, nor receiveth correction: truth is perished
and is cut off {from their mouth.

20 € Cut off thine hair, O Jerusalem, and cast
it away, and take up a lamentation on high places;
for the LoorD hath rejected and forsaken the gene-
ration of his wrath.

30 For the children of Judah have done evil in
my sight, saith the Logp: they have set their
abominations in the hoyse which is called by my
name, to pollute it.

I pause, not to interrupt the Reader in the progress of these verses,
they are all to the same amount as the former. How pathetically the
Prophet mourns the obstinacy of his people! Surely ministers ought
to have tender feelings of compassion for the state of sinners.

31 And they have built the high places of
Tophet, which 7s in the valley of the son of Hin-
nom, to burn their sons and their daughters in the
fire, which I commanded tZem not, neither came
it into my heart.

32 €] Therefore behold, the days come, saith
the LorD, that it shall no more be called Tophet,
nor the valley of the son of Hinnom, but the
valley of slaughter : for they shall bury in Tophet,
till there be no place,
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33 And the carcases of this people shall be meat
for the fowls of the heaven, and for the beasts of
the earth, and none shall fray them away.

34 Then will I cause to cease from the eities of
Judah, and from the streets J¥ Jerusalem, the
voice of mirth, and the voice of gladness, the
voice of the bridegroom, and the voice of the
bride: for the land shall be desolate.

Tophet had been a remarkable place on several occasions. Tt was
called Topket because it had beema place of slaughter. And it had
been a charnel house, or sepulchre for burying in; and also a place
of sacrifice. See Joshua, xv. 8. 2 Kings, xxiii. 10. Isaiah, xxx. 33.
Psalm Ixxviii. 60. The close of the Chapter is very affecting.
There can be no cause for spiritual joy where the voice of the
Bridegroom is not heard in his Church. His absence makes a gloom,
Iet the surrounding circumstances otherwise be what they may.

R A ——rer
\

! REFLECTIONS.

I pass by every other consideration in this Chapter (though there
are many which would be highly profitable to regard) to attend to
one, yet more eminently striking, suggested in meeting that wonderful
word, Shiloh, which I never meet with in the holy volume, without
having my whole soul led to the contemplation of Him from whom
it is derived. Yea! blessed Jesus! when I consider thee as the
Shiloh, the Deliverer, the Saviour of thy people; thou art increas-
ingly dear, and. increasingly precious, to be beheld, and in these
seasons more especially, when thy immense value becomes more
striking, from the view of profligacy and corruption all around. And
though places, or persons, derive no sanctity, unless from thee, yet
the Skiloh will be for ever the blessedness of his redeemed, and their
portion for ever. .

hile ¥ meet with this glorious and distinguishing name, Shilok,
but once in the whole book of God, when spoken of a Person, and that
Person Christ, and this in the prophetical language of the dying pa-
triarch Jacob: yet when found elsewhere, and connected with it,
the recollection of Him in his glorious character, as the Skilok;
surely it makes the heart of the believer glad, and fills the soul
with a joy unspeakable and full of glory. Let me never hear of
Shiloh, or read of Shiloh without holy joy. Jesus will be the Shilok,
to gather all his redeemed unto himself, that where ke is, there they
shall be also. ' And what though Tophet is ordained of old, and his
believers must pass through a valley of humiliation, more than that
of the son of Hinnom: yet Jesus will be with them. Shilok will
bring them through, and bring them out; and bring them ir, to his
everlasting kingdom. Hail thou glorious Shilok ! to thee, shall the
gathering of the people be!
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CHAP. VIIIL

CONTENTS.

Fhe Prophet s going on with the same Sermon, in the same strain,
and on the same subject. The Chapter is made up of reproof (mzi
lamentation.

B 4 !
AT that time, saith the Lorp, they shall bring
out the bones of the kings of Judah, and the
bones of his princes, and the bones of the priests,
and the bones of the prophets, and the bones of
the inhabitants of Jerusalem out of their graves.

2 And they shall spread them before the sun,
and the moon, and all the host of heaven, whom
they have loved, and whom they have served, and
after whom they have walked, and whom they
have sought, and whom they have worshipped:
they shall not be gathered, nor be buried, they
shall be for dung upon the face of the earth.

3 And death shall be chosen rather than life,
by all the residue of them that remain of this evil
family, which remain in all the places whither I
have driven them, saith the LLorD of hosts.

It is more than probable, that the ransacking of the sepulchres of
the kings of Israel and Judah by the enemy, was more in their view
to find treasure, than to shew contempt. David’s grave we are told
by an ancient historian, Hicarnus, had three thousand talents of gold
and silver in it. But what designs soever the enemy had ; the Lord’s
over-ruling it, was for punishment. What could have been more
humbling, or more distressing! And indeed we are told the eflect
wrought by it, was dreadful? so that death rather than life, became
the wish of the people. Reader! let us learn from it, how awful it
must be, to have God for our enemy ? When he permits the enemy
to govern ; alas! how truly tyrannical they govern!

4 9 Moreover, thou shalt say unto them, Thus
saith the Lorp, Shall they fall, and not arise?

shall he turn away and not return.
- 5 Why then is this people of Jerusalem slidden
back, by a perpetual backsliding ? they hold fast
deceit, they refuse to return.

6 I hearkened and heard, dut they spake not
aright : no man repented him of *his wickedness,
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saying, What have I done? every one turned to
his course, as the horse rusheth into the battle.

7 Yea, the stork in the heaven knoweth her ap-
“pointed times, and the turtle, and the crane, and
the swallow observe the time of their coming,
but my people know not the judgment of the

Lorp.

Was there ever a more beautiful figure chosen to depicture the
extreme folly of the human understanding, than in the contrast here
drawn between the inconsiderateness of man, and the thoughtfulness
of the birds of passage. How stated, bow regular, how constant, to
the season of emigration, are thosc fowls of the heavens? But poor
fallen senseless man, never of himself seeketh the change of climate
from the perishing things of time and sense, to the everlasting love
and mercy in Christ Jesus!

.- 8 How do ye say, We are wise, and the law of
the LorD is with us? L, certainly in vain made
he i, the pen of the scribes #s in vain.

9 The wise men are ashamed, they are dismayed
and taken; lo, they have rejected the word of the
Lorp, and what wisdom s in them ?

10 Therefore will I give their wives unto others,
and their fields to them that shall inherit them : for
every one from the least even unto the greatest is
given to covetousness, from the prophet even unto
the priest, every one dealeth falsely.

11 Forthey have healed the hurt of the daughter
of my people slightly, saying, Peace, peace, when
there is no peace.

12 Were they ashamed when they had com-
mitted abomination? nay, they were not at all
ashamed, neither could they blush : therefore shall
they fall among them that fall, in the time of
their visitation they shall be cast down, saith the
LoRD. e

13 I will surely consume them, saith the
LorD; there shall be no grapes on the vine, nor
figs on the fig tree, and the leaf shall fade, and
the things that I have given them, shall pass away

from them. ¢ :
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14 Why do we sit still? assemble yourselves,
and let us enter into the defenced cities, and let us
be silent there : for the Lorp our God hath put
us to silence, and given us water of gall to drink,
because we have sinned against the LoRrp.

15 We looked for peace, but no goed came:
and for a time of health, and behold trouble.

16 The snorting of his horses was heard from
Dan : the whole land trembled at the sound of the
neighing of his strong ones, for they are come,
and have devoured the land, and all that is in it,
the city, -and those that dwell therein.

17 For behold, 1 will send serpents, cockatrices
among you, which will noi be charmed, and they
shall bite you, saith the Lorp.

18 € When I would comfort myself against sor-
row, my heart s faint in me.

19 Behold, the voice of the cry of the daughter
of my people, because of them that dwell in a far
country : Is not the LorD in Zion? s not her
king in her ? why have they provoked me to anger
with their graven images, and with strange va-
nities ?

20 The harvest is past, the summer is ended,
and we are not saved.

21 For the hurt of the daughter of my people
am I hurt, I am black : astonishient hath taken
hold on me,

22 Is there no balm in Gilead ? is there no phy-
sician there? why then is not the health of the
daughter of my people recovered ?

_ T bring the whole of this beautiful Chapter, from this verse to the
end into one view, for the sake of shortness, and from necessity ;
but otherwise nothing could be more ﬁsirable than to dwell upon -
each verse. Taken in one mass, it contajns the gracious expostulation

of the Lord, with his people: blessed as they were, with every
means, but destitute of the desired end. , And how beautiful the
Chapter closeth. Gilead, was a place remarkable in the land for
loveliness, and for health and fertility (sce Jeremiah xxii. 6.) and

eh%xf'cfbre the guestion becomes the more striking, as it was intended :
- Yer. V.
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Is there no balm in Gilead: no Physician there? Reader! spiritualize
the passage, and the beauty of it will still be more blessed. There
is balm in Gilead, and there is a Physician there.  For Jesus’s blood
and righteousness- is an everlasting, never failing balm: and Jesus
himself is there an Almighty, All-present, and All-sufficient ‘Phy-

’ %'cian, whereby all the diseased in our nature may have in him an
rhealing. If it be asked, why then are we not recovered ? Jesus
himself answereth; ye will not come to me that ye might have life.
John, v.40. Here is the cause. The evil is in man, not in God.
Sinners reject the counsel of God against their own souls, and refuse
to hear the voice of the charmer, charm he never so wisely !

———m—_——
REFLECTIONS.

BzHoLp my soul, from the perusal of this Chapter, what a poor,
ignorant, unthinking, and improvident creature is man! The birds
of theair, and the beasts of the field, do, by instinct, what man by
reason, now in his fallen state doth not do. If the winter ap-
proacheth, the swallow seeks a warmer climate. If a storm falls, the
cattle flee to the barn, or to the hedge for shelter. But neither the
winter: of life, nor the storm of threatened judgments, prevail upon
the sinner, void of grace, o flee from the wrath to come.

~ But is not the Lord in Zion? Is not her King in her ? Shall there be
balm in Gilead, and yet no remedy be applied? Shall Jesus indeed,
the great Physician be there; and the health of his redeemed not be
recovered? Oh! let thy name, thou dear Lord, be as ointment
poured forth, that by the quickening and regenerating influences of
thy blessed Spirits, such views of our misery, by reason of the fall,
may open before us, and such a sense of thy suitability to all our wants
may appear, and become desirable ; that apprehending thee by faith,
in thy Person, work, and offices, and in all thy relations, righteous-
ness, and grace, our souls may find a recovery. Speak blessed Lord
to my heart, to my conscience; and while thou speakest, in the
same tender words as of old, to the diseased ; wilt thou be made whole #
Oh! give me grace and faith, in lively exercise, to answer and to
believe, and to depend upon thy sovereign.power to heal. Oh! let
me know thee by that preciows name, Jemovam Ropre! And let
me hear thy gracious voice as to Israel, saying, I am the Lorp that
healeth thee! Amen. i

~ CHAP. IX.

CONTENTS. '

This Chapter opens,with the cry of the Prophet over the sins and

calamities of the people. Jerqpt(za}i having poured out his soul upon,

this occasion, and wept before the throme, prosecutes his Sersion, in
calling upon th& people to hear the Lord’s decrees concerning them.

OH that my head were waters, and mine eyes
! a fountain of tears, that I might weep day
and night for the slain of the daughter of my
people ! ' ’
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2 Oh that I had in the wilderness a lodging-
place of way-faring men, that 1 might leave my
people, and go from them : for they e all adul-
terers, an assembly of treacherous men. ’

3 And they bend their tongues lite their bow
for lies: but they are not valiant for the truth
upon the earth ; for they proceed from evil to evil,
and they know not me, saith the Lokp.

4 Take ye heed every one of his neighbour, and
trust ye not in any brother : for every brother will
utterly supplant, and every neighbour will walk
with slanders.

5 And they will deceive every one his neigh-
bour, and will not speak the truth: they have
taught their tongue to speak lies, and weary them-
selves to commit iniquity.

6 Thine habitation s in the midst of deceit, -
through deceit they refuse to know me, saith the
Lorp. :

How blessed is it to behold faithful ministers, who enter into a
deep concern for their people. What a beautiful portrait is here
undesignedly drawn of Jeremiah. How endeared is that servant of
the Lord, or ought to be, who takes part in all that concerns Zion. But
Reader! while looking at the servant, let us not overlook the Master.
Yea, blessed Jesus ! doth not my meditation take wing and behold
thee in thine unequalled sorrow over Jerusalem? Luke, xiii. 34.

7 Therefore thus saith the LorD of hosts, Be-
hold, I will melt them, and try them; for how
~shall I do for the daughter of my people ?

I read this verse alone, in order that we may not lose the beauty
and the blessedness of it. What a delightful representation is here
made of the Lord’s pity for his peopler Doth it not seem as if the
Lord was looking round for a way for them, and waiting to be graci-
ous? He appears as if he said, How shall I give thee up 2 Isaiah,
xxx. 18. Hosea, xi. 8, 9.

8 Their tongue is as an arrow shot out, it speak-
eth deceit : one speaketh peaceably to his neigh-
bour with his mouth, but in heart he layeth his
wait. " '

9O € Shall I not visit them for these things? saith

4B2
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the LorD, shall not my soul be avenged on such
a nation as this? ,

10 For the mountains will I take up a weeping
and wailing, and for the habitations of the wilder-
ness a lamentation, because they are burnt up, so
that none can pass through ¢kem, neither can men
hear the voice of the cattle, both the fowl of the
heavens, and the beast are fled, they are gone.

11 And I will make Jerusalem heaps, and a den
of dragons, and I will make the cities of Judah
desolate, without an inhabitant.

12 € Who s the wise man that may under-
stand this, and who 7s he to whom the mouth of
the Lorp hath spoken, that he may declare it,

- for what the land perisheth, end is burnt up like
wilderness, that none passeth through ?
_ 13 And the Lorbp saith, Because they have for-
*saken my law which I set before them, and have
nat obeyed my voice, neither walked therein;

14 But have walked after the imagination of
their own heart, and after Baalim, which their
fathers taught them :

15 Therefore thus saith the Lorp of hosts, the
God of Israel, Behold, I will feed them, even this
people with wormwood, and give them water of
gall to drink. "

"~ 16 1 will scatter them also among the heathen,
whom neither they nor their fathers have known;
and I will send a sword after them, till I have.

consumed them.

It is blessed to remark, that in all the Lord’s chastisements, he
hath one uniform object in view for their reform. All his dispensa-
tions are to bring his people back to himself. Hence the wise among
them are called upon to consider: and the wormwood and gallsgiven
them are, that from the bitterness they find in the effects of sin, they

may be brought to recollect the sweet dispensations of the Lord,
Hosea, ii. 6, 7. Luke, xv. 14==19.

17 9 Thus saith the Lorp of hosts, Consider
ye, and call for the mourning women, that they
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may come, and send for cunning women, that they
may come.

18 And let them make haste, and take up a
wailing for us, that our eyes may run down with
tears, and our eye lids gush out with waters.

19 For a voice of wailing is heard out of Zion.
How are we spoiledT we are greatly confounded,
because.we have forsaken the land, because our
dwellings have cast us out.

20 Yet hear the word of the Lorp, O ye
women, and let your ear receive the word of his
mouth, and teach your daughters wailing, and
every one her neighbour’s Jamentation.

21 For death is come up into our windows, and
is entered into our palates, to cut off' the childrer
from without, and the young men from the streets.

22 9 Speak, Thus saith the Lorp, Even the
carcases of men shall fall as dung upon the ©Open"
field, and as the handful after the harvest-man,

and none shall gather them.
Perhaps these mourning women means true weepers, and the
" cunning women those which were counterfeit. And the counterfeit
would have found cause to change their cries into real sorrow, had
they foreseen the greatness of the calamities coming upon them.
Death entering into the windows, became an affliction, light, and
patiently to be borne, as it related to the present life, compared to
what the Prophet described, of the miseries at the siege, and in the
captivity. See Lament. iv. throughout.
23 € Thus saith the Lorp, Let not the wise
~man glory in his wisdom, neither let the mighty
man glory in his might, let not the rich man glory
in his.riches : a
24 But let him that glorieth, glory in this, that
he understandeth and knoweth me, that I am the
Lorp, which exerciseth loving kindness, judg-
ment, and righteousness in the earth : for in these
things 1 delight, saith the Lorb.
These precious verses seem to come in like a parenthesis: and

yet not to be used with a parenthesis, being so precious, in the midst
of a gloomy description of a degenerate and rebellious people. The

—

3
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blessed truths they contain can need no comment. Jesus is both the
wisdom of God, and the power of God, and the riches of God. And
in the knowledge and understanding of Him, there is enough to glory.
And we are sure, that God the Father glorieth, and taketh delight
in the glory of his dear Son. Matt. iii. 17,

25 9 Behold, the days come, saith the Lorp,
that I will punish all tiem which are circomcised
with the uncircumcised ;

26 Egypt, and Judah, and Edom, and the chil-
dren of Ammon, and Moab, and all that are in
the utmost corners, that dwell in the wilderness :
for all these nations are uncircumcised, and all the

house of Israel are uncircumcised in the heart.

"~ Tt is blessed to see the Old Testament truths corresponding with
New Testament doctrines. Both the circumcised and the uncircum-
cised are all one in Christ Jesus. And without him, neither circum-

ision nor uncircumcision, availeth«any thing. Gal. vi. 15, Gal. iiL
“#26 to the end.

R E——
REFLECTIONS.

& -

© My soul! look at the Prophet in his tender concern for Israel!
Look at the Lord God of the Prophets in his unparalleled compas-
sion over our nature, and then ask, what must be the hardened state
' of the human heart, in the contemplation of the sins and sorrows of
life, unmoved and unconcerned? Oh! who that beholds the vast
domain of Satan’s empire, but must ery out, ok’ that my head were
waters, and mine eyes o fountain of tears! Precious Lord Jesus!
though my habitation is in the midst of deceit, and I am constrained
to dwell in the midst of Kedar, yet Lord, do thou melt my soul, and

try me, and in thy faithfulness, cause me to be found faithful !
Where shall T find relief in such views of the general, yea the
universal, depravity of human nature, but in thee, who art the Lord
my righteousness? Thou art indeed the wisdom, the power, the
gace, the goodness of God, and art made so to all thy people,
enceforth, Lord! grant that I may never glory but in thee. Thou
wilt be wisdom to me, for in thee are hid all the treasures of wis-
dom and knowledge ! Thou art my might, for thou art my light, and
the strength of my life, and my portion for ever. And thou art riches,,
yea durable riches and righteousness. 'And all these art thou made

of God to thy people, wisdom, righteousness, sanctification and re-
demption. Never then blessed Jesus may I henceforth glory but in

thee, the Lord my God.
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CHAP. X.

CONTENTS.

In order to reprove the folly of idolatry, the Prophet is in shis Chapa
ter drawing a statement between the glory of Jeloval and the shame
of idols. The Chapter concludes with some observations outhe ill con-
duct of foolish pastors.

EAR ye the word which the Lorb speaketh
unto you, O house of Israel.

2 Thus saith the Lorp, Learn not the way of
the heathen, and be not dismayed at the signs of
heaven, for the heathen are dismayed at taem.

3 For the customs of the people are vain: for
one cutteth a tree out of the forest (the work of
the hands of the workman) with the axe.

4 They deck it with silver and with gold, they
fasten it with nails and with hammers, thatit move
not.

5 They are upright as the palm tree, but speak
not : they must needs be borne, because they can-
not go: be not afraid of them, for they cannot do
evil, neither also s i¢ in them to do good. o
- 0 Forasmuch as there is none like unto thee, O
Lorp, thou art great, and thy name #s great in
might. V

'?VVho would not fear thee, O king of nitions?
for to thee doth it appertain : forasmuch as among
all the wise men of the nations, and in all their
kingdoms there is none like unto thee.

8 But they are altogether brutish, and foolish;
the stock is a doctrine of vanities. ,

9 Silver spread into plates is brought from
Tarshish, and gold from Uphaz, the work of the
workman, and of the hands of the founder: blue
and purple is their cloathing : they are all the work
of cunning men.

10 But the Lorp #s the true God, he is the
living God, and an everlasting king : at his wrath
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the earth shall tremble, and the nations. shall not
be able to abide his indignation. ,

11 Thus shall ye say unto them, The gods that
have mt made the heavens and the earth, even
they shell perish from the earth, and from under
these heavens.

12 He hath made the earth by his power, he
hath established the world by his wisdom, and
hath stretched out the heavens by his discretion.

- 13 When he uttereth his voice, there is. a mul-
titude of waters in the heavens, and he causeth
the vapeurs to ascend from the ends of the earth :
he maketh lightnings with rain, and bringeth forth
the wind out of his treasures. \

14 Every man is brutish in kis knowledge :
~ every founder is confounded by the graven image:
for his molten image s falsehood, and there is no
breath in them.

15 They are vanity, and the work of errors: in
the time of their visitation they shall perish.

16 The portion of Jacob is not like them: for
he s the former of all things, and Israel is the rod
of his inheritance; the LorD of hosts is his
name. ’ .

This isgx most striking sermon, and very highly finished, in which
the Prophet, in the Lord’s name, asserts his divine nature and sove-
reignty : and then displays the folly of idols. The words are so
plain, that they can need no comment. Zsazak had it in commission,
to preach to the same amount: and he hath done it in the most sublime
manner. Isaiah, xliv. 9—21. And let the Reader observe in the
close of this paragraph, how sweetly the Lord speaks of the Israel of
God: as the Lord’s portion and the lot of his inheritance. The

Reader will find a parallel passagc Deut. xxxii. 8, &c. and again,
Deut. xxxiii. 26 to the end.

17 9 Gather up thy wares out of the land, O
inhabitant of the E)rtress.

18 For thus saith the Lorp, Behold, I will
sling out the inhabitants of the land at this once,
and will distress them, that they may find it so.

19 § Woe is me for my hurt, my wound is
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grievous : but I'said, Truly this ¢ a grief, and I
must bear it. o

20 My tabernacle is spoiled, and all my cords
are broken: my children are gone forth of me,
and they are not ; there is none to stretch forth my
tent any more, and to set up my curtains.

21 For the pastors are become brutish, and have
not sought the LorD: therefore they shall not
prosper, and all their flocks shall be scattered.

22 Behold, the noise of the bruit is come, and
a great commotion out of the north-country, to
make the cities of Judah desolate, and a den of
dragons. '

23 € O Lorp, I know that the way of man i
not in himself: ¢t s not in man that walketh, to
direct his steps.

24 O Lorp, correct me, but with judgment;
not in thine anger, lest thou bring me to nothing.

25 Pour out thy fury upon the heathen, that
know thee not, and upon the families that call not
on thy name : for they have eaten up Jacob, and
devoured him, and consumed him, and have made

his habitation desolate.

The Prophet gets back again to his old subject. The prospect of
the Babylonish captivity so affected the Prophet’s heart, that he
could harp upon no other string. And observe, how the man of God
gives vent to his full heart of sorrow in prayer. Reader! it is the
only relief this, to a soul whose sighing cometh before ke eateth.
Where shall the afflicted find consolation but at a mercy-seat? Inte
whose bosom shall an overcharged mind pour its contents, but into that
of Jesus? Lord help me in such moments, to say and do, with one
of old; when my heart ¢s overwhelmed, lead me to the rock that is
higher than I. Psalm Ixi. 2.

~

REFLECTIONS.

Reaper! let you and I not fail to gather improvement from such
views as these scriptures afford of the low and abject state to which
men are reduced by the fall. Did not the word of God prove .it,
surely it would be incredible, that any persons, much less nations,
should he guilty of idolatry. There scemeth no temptation to the.
thing itself. ~ Moreover reason revolts at it. And yet, as if to shew
the horrible state into which our nature is sunk, all men are by nature

Ver, V., ' 4C
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idolaters, if not to images, at least to sin and Satan; to divers lusts
and pleasures, and in short, to any thing, and to every thing; which
is made a rival with God, for the obtaining the rein of our ruling
passion. Lord! undertake for us, and though other lords beside
thee have had dominion over us, yet henceforth may we make men-
tion only of thy name. ’

Under such circumstances of evil every where around; and con-
scious, as this Chapter most strikingly sets it forth, that the way of
man is not in himself; neither in men that wualketh to direct his
steps; let mine eyes Lord be unto thee! Be thou the source and
fountain ; the first cause and final end, of all my hopes and views;
my expectations and joys, then shall I be sure to be kept from idols,
and to be distinguished from all the worshippers of them around,
who call not upon thy name, and know thee not. Precious Jesus,
thou artindeed my life, both natural, spiritual, and eternal. Main-
tain Lord in me, the life thou hast begun. Carry it on, refresh it,
strengthen it, under languishings : revive it under sharp and trying
dispensations, Be thou thyself the source and spring; the Author
and the finisher; the everlasting object and delight; the cause for
whom, and the effect # whom, all is made perfect. Yea Lord, be
thou ¢he strength of my heart and my portion for ever. Amen.

CHAP. XL

CONTENTS.

The Prophet is prosecuting the same important, but unthankful
affice of reproof, through this Chapter. The close of it discovers «
conspiracy formed against Jeremiah, by the men of Anathoth.

HE word that came to Jeremiah from the
Lorp, saying,

2 Hear ye the words of this covenant, and
speak unto the men of Judah, and to ‘the inha-
bitants of Jerusalem,

3 And say thou unto them, Thus saith the
LorD God of Israel, Cursed be the man that obey-
eth not the words of this covenant,

4 Which I commanded your fathers in the day
that 1 brought them forth out of the land of Egypt,
from the iron furnace, saying, Obey my voice,
and do them, according to all which I command
3(7;011: so shall ye be my people, and I will be your

rod : ‘

5 That I may perform the oath which I have
sworn unto your fathers, to give them a land
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flowing with milk and honey, as i is this ;iay.
Then answered I, and said, So be it, O Lozp.

The Prophet produceth very frequently his commission from the
Lord, by way both of establishing his authority, and enforcing their
attention. The subject here is to remind Israel of God’s covenant,
and their breach of it. And the Prophet’s Amen at the close of it
becomes a confirmation, and his hearty good will towardsit. Reader!
do not fail to remark, how pleased the Lord is with his covenant : and
how in many parts of his holy word, he takes delight in bringing
it forward. Neither forget, to whom that covenant referred, and in
whom it had its completion. Isaiah, xlii. 6, 7. :

6 Then the Lorp said unto me, Proclaim all
these words in the cities of Judah, and in the
streets of Jerusalem, saying, Hear ye the words
of this covenant, and do them.

7 For I earnestly protested unto your fathers,
in the day that I brought them up out of the land
of Egypt, even unto this day, rising early, and
protesting, saying, Obey my voice.

8 Yet they obeyed not, nor inclined their ear,
but walked every one in the imagination of their
evil heart: therefore I will bring upon them all
the words of this covenant, which I commanded
them to do, but they did them not.

It should seem, that the Prophet was here sent into the streets to
preach, as perhaps before he had been in the assembly.

9 And the Lorp said unto me, A conspiracy
is found among the men of Judah, and among the
inhabitants of Jerusalem. ‘

10 They are turned back to the iniquities of
their foref%.’thers, which refused to hear my words;
and they went after other gods to serve them : the
house of Israel and the house of Judah have
b}:oken my covenant, which I made with their fa-
thers.

11 q Therefore thus saith the Lorp, Behold,
I will bring evil upon them, which they shall not
be able to escape ; and though they shall cry vnto
me, I will not hearken unto them.

12 Then shall the cities of Judah, and inha-
4C2
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bitants of Jerusalem go, and cry unto the gods
unto whom they offer incense; but they shall not
save them at all in the time of their trouble.

13 For according to the number of thy cities
were thy gods, O Judah; and according to the
number of the streets of Jerusalem, have ye set
up altars to that shameful thing, even altars to

burn incense unto Baal.

Was there ever a more pitiable view of degeneracy, than Judah
here affords? Was this the great and understanding people, that was
once the astonishment and envy of the whole earth? What? had
they indeed a dunghill god, for every city? How is the most fine
gold become dim ?

14 Therefore pray not thou for this people,
neither lift up a cry or prayer for them : for I will
not hear 7hem in the time that they cry unto me
for their trouble.

- We have here a renewed eommand to restrain prayér. An awful
precept, chap. vii. 16.

15 What hath my beloved to do in mine house,

seeing she hath wrought lewdness with many ? and
‘the holy flesh is passed from thee: when thou
doest evil, then thou rejoicest.

16 The Lorp called thy name, A green olive-
tree, fair, and of goodly fruit: with the noise of
a great tumult he hath kindled fire upon it, and
the branches of it are broken.

17 For- the LoRD of hosts. that planted thee,
hath pronounced evil against thee, for the evil of
the house of Israel, and of the house of Judah,
which they have done against themselves, to pro-
voke me to anger in offering incense unto Baal.

Amidst all these solemn things, and amidst all the judgments
coming upon the people; let not the Reader overlook how the Lord
graciously adverts to former times, and still calls his Church beloved.
T do not presume to determine, what is meant by ¢he holy flesh, pass-
ing from the people. But I cannot conclude, that it .means only the
holy flesh of the sacrifice. Yet if it did; sill that sacrifice was
typical of somewhat higher. And who is this but Christ? But what
is meant then by the holy flesh passing from the Church! I humbly

conceive; not that Jesus is passed away from his Church; but his
Church hath passed away and lost sight of Him, whom the holy sa-
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crifice typified. Is it not blessed under all to consider, that in it tkere
was as the teil-tree, and as the oak whose substunce is in itself. The
holy seed is the substance. Destroy it not, a blessing is in it, Isaiah,
wi, 13. and Isaiah, 1xv. 8.

18 € And the Lorp hath given me knowledge
of it, and I know 3¢, then thou shewedst me their
doihgs. '

19 But I was like a lamb, or an ox, that is
brought to the slaughter, and I knew not that they
had devised devices against me, saying, Let us
destroy the tree with the fruit thereof, and let us
cut him off from the land of the living, that his
name may be no more remembered.

20 But, O Lorp of hosts, that judgest righ-
teously, that triest the reins and the heart, let me
see thy vengeance on them ; for unto thee have I
revealed my cause.

21 Therefore thus saith the LLorD of the men of
Anathoth, that seek thy life, saying, Prophesy
not in the name of the Loorp, that thou die not
by our hand :

22 Therefore thus saith the LORD of hosts, Be-
hold, I will punish them; the young men shall
die by the sword, their sons and their daughters
shall die by famine.

23 And there shall be no remnant of them, for
I will bring evil upon the men of Anathoth, even
‘the year of their visitation. :

Poor Jeremiah’s preaching brought upon him constant hatred and
persecution. It hath done so to all faithful preachers in all ages of
the Church, and ever must and will. So Jesus taught his disciples
to expect, and so they have always found. John, xv. 18—2I.
Mark, how the Lord, in the close of the Chapter, sums up,the sub-
Ject, by taking the cause into his ownhand. Luke, x. 1—12. Reader!
do not overlook a greater than Jeremiah here. Isaiab, liii. 7.

REFLECTIONS.

My soul! call out of this Chapter for thy meditation what the Je-
rusalem sinners laid so little at heart; the blessedness of that Cove-
nant, the Lord commanded his servant the Prophet to preach in their
streets, 'What can be more sweet, or gracious, than that which is at
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the bottom of all mercies, and which Jehovah himself makes so: F
will be their God, and they shall be my people. Oh! Lord, amidst all
my departures and backslidings to this foundation, and in Christ
confirmed and made known, may I look and take comfort! My
God will hear me!

*Oh! ye who like the men of Judah, have been setting up the many
idels in your heart; here let your-views be directed, and seek in the
gracious Covenant promises of God in Christ, deliverance from alt
your idols. God in Christ is gracious. He will be very merciful at
thy ery in Jesus, and when he beareth he will answer. Oh! for grace
%o lay hold of the Covenant of redemption in his blood !

— —

CHAP. XIL

CONTENTS.

This Chapter contains the humble application to the Lord, in be-
holding the prosperity of the wicked. Towards the close of the Chapter
we have some sweet promises of God to his people.

IGHTEOUS ar¢ thou, O Lorp, when I plead
with thee : yer let me talk with thee of Ay
judgments : Wherefore doth the way of the wicked
prosper ? whercfore are all they happy that deal
very treacherously.

2'Thou hast planted them, yea, they have
taken root: they grow, yea, they bring forth
fruit ; thou art near 1n their mouth, and far from
their reins.

3 But thou, O Lorp, knowest me; thou hast
seen me, and tried mine heart towards thee : pull
them out like sheep for the slaughter, and prepare
them for the day of slaughter.

If the Reader will turn to Psalm lxxiii.,, and remark the com-
plaints of Asapk, on the same subject, he will find the best comment
to what Jeremiak here speaks of, in his experience. He will find also
the best remedy to it, and which God the Holy Ghost teacheth, in
the close of that Psalm. So much indeed is there said on it, and
so truly blessed, and unanswerably conclusive, that nothing more
can be required. I only pray the Reader to remark with me, that
Jeremiah, like Asaph, begins his observations, with setting it down,
as a sure unerring maxim, that however at a loss the people of God
might be in explaining the ways of God in his providences: certain ’
it 3s, that the Lord is righteous, and cannot do wrong.

4 How long shall the land mourn, and the
‘herbs of every field wither, for the wickedness of
#them that dwell therein ? the beasts are consumed,
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and the birds, because they said, He shall not see
our last end. -

5 € If thou hast run with the footmen, and
they hiave wearied thee, then how canst thou con-
tend with horses? and if in the land of peace,
wherein thou trustedst, they wearied thee, then how
wilt thou do in the swelling of Jordan ?

6 For even thy brethren, and the house of thy
father, even they have dealt treacherously with
thee, yea, they have called a multitude after thee;
believe them not, though they speak fair words
unto thee.

I venture to look far beyond Jeremiah, and all his personal troubles,
in what is here said. Who indeed, but must eye Jesus, in what is
here said of his brethren. John, vii. 3, 4, 5. And with respect to
Jesus, what were the swellings of Jordan, and the contention of horses,
compared to the billows of divine wrath, which overwhelmed his pre-
cious soul, when he made his soul an offering for sin. Psalm xlii. 7.
Song, viii. 7. Psalm Ixix. 1,2, 3, &c.

7 9 I have forsaken mine house, T have left
mine heritage, I have given the dearly beloved of
my soul into the hands of her enemies.

8 Mine heritage is unto me as a lion in the
forest, it crieth out against me : therefore have I
hated it.

9 Mine heritage is unto me as a speckled bird,
the birds round about are against her; come ye,
assemble all the beasts of the field, come to de-
vour.

10 Many pastors have destroyed my vineyard,
they have trodden my portion under foot, they
have made my pleasant portion a desolate wilder-
ness.

11 They have made it desolate, and being de-
solate, it mourneth unto me; the whole land is
made desolate, because no man layeth it to heart.

12 The spoilers are come upon all high places
through the wilderness : for the sword of the Lozp
shall devour from the one end of the land, even
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to the other end of the land: no flesh shall have
peace.

13 They have sown wheat, but shall reap
thorns: they have put themselves to pain, bus
shall not profit: and they shall be ashamed of

our revenues, because of the fierce anger of the

ORD. :

I hope that I do not use any violence to this passage, neither strain
the holy scripture, when I say, that after every thing which may be
said, in allusion here *to Israel, I venture to consider somewhat in-
finitely higher, and more interesting is intended from it. May we
not suppose, that it is the langnage of God the Father in respect to his
dear Son given up into the hands of wicked men, for the purposes of
redemption? At all events we know, that the Lord so speaketh,
concerning Christ. - Isaiah, xlii, 1. John, iii. I'6.

14 € Thus saith the Lorp against all mine evil
neighbours, that touch the inheritance which 1
have caused my people Israel to inherit, Behold,
¥ will pluck them out of their land, and pluck out
the house of Judah from among them.

15 And it shall come to pass after that I have
plucked them out, I will return, and have com-
passion on them, and will bring them again every
man to his heritage, and every man to his land.

16 And it shall come to pass, if they will dili-
gently learn the ways of my people, to swear by
my name, The Lorp liveth (as they taught my
people to swear by Baal) then shall they be built
in the midst of my people.

17 But if they will not obey, I will utterly
pluck up, and destroy that nation saith the Logrp.

I detain not the Reader, with multiplyipg observations on these
verses, the tenor of which is so uniformly discoverable through all the
Bible. But I beg of him, to remark with me, how gracious the
Lord’s promises of salvation are interspersed, in this, as in all other
passages of a like nature. We have a beautiful, and indeed a con-
tinued specimen of this from begnning to end, in Levit. chap. xxvi.
to which I refer. ‘

REFLECTIONS.

Reaper! let us learn from this chapter to form one sure and un-
erring maxim, concerning the providences of God, that however
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puzzling and unaccountable to us they may appear, the issue of
them must invariably be, for the divine glory, and for the welfare of
his people. Behold in this point of view, our fajth will find frequent
¢ause indeed for exercise ; but faith will also find a suited strength to
lean upon during the time of exercise. Who should bave thought the
cruelty of Joseph’s brethren, would, in the divine direction of it, ul-
timately be made the means of so much good? Who would have con-
ceived, that the crucifixion of Jesus, was ¢n the determinate counsel
and foreknowledge of God? Such events speak, in a loud voice, to
suspend our judgment on all the ways and works of God: and to
wait to hear what the Lord will accomplish by all his providences
going on throughout the earth.

Reader? let us learn another sweet lesson from the perusal of this
Chapter. 1 mean, that we study more, in silent and humble adora-
tion, the ways and works of the Lord, both in the circumstances of
our own lives, and the order of his Church. Jesus hath the go-
vernment upon his shoulder. He is the King of nations, as well
as King of Saints. Hisway is in the sea, and his paths in the great
waters, and his footsteps are not known. But the end is sure. Think
what wisdom that must be, which comprehends such an infinite
variety of men and things, differently and oppositely pursued by
them, but ordered by Him, to his glory, and the Church’s welfare !
Precious Lord Jesus! grant both to Reader and Writer, grace to be
always looking up to thee, and seeking thy wisdom to guide; thy .
power to protect; and thy love to bless, all the events which con-~
cern ourselves, and thy people. And while we both take confidence,
and hely joy, that if thou art for us, who can be against us, may a
séhse of thine unerring wisdom, constrain us continually to exclaim,
oh, the depth of the riches, both of the wisdom and knowledge of God #
Ilow unsearchable are thy judgments, and thy ways past finding out!

CHAP. XIIL

CONTENTS.

The Prophet in this Chapter is teaching by signs, ‘as he had before
Been instructing by plain discourse. Under the similitude of a girdle
made rotten, and of bottles perishing with wine; the Prophet sheweth
the sad consequences of the “childien of his people, consuming in their
captivity. The Chapter closeth with a gracious call of God to his
people.

’ l ‘HUS saith the Loorp unto me, Go, and get
thee a linen girdle, and put it upon thy loins,

and put it not in water. ‘

2 So I got a girdle, according to the word of
the Lorp, and put i on my loins.

3 And the word of the LorD came unto me
the second time, saying,

4 Take the girdle that thou hast got, which s
- ¥You V. 4D
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upon thy loins, and arise, go to Euphrates, and
hide it there in a hole of the rock.

580 I went and hid it by Euphrates, as the
LoRrRD commanded me. :

6 And it came to pass after many days, that the
Lorp said unto me, Arise, go to Euphrates, and
take the girdle from thence, which I commanded
thee to hide there.

7 Then I went to Euphrates, and digged, and
took the girdle from the place where I had hid it;
and behold, the girdle was marred, it was pro-

fitable for nothing. ,

Jeremiak spared no pains, and thought nothing of his trouble to
follow up the Lord’s commissions. Euphrates was no small distance
from Jerusalem: but yet we find thither the Prophet went both to
carry the girdle thither and to go for it again. Some have thought,
however, that this was rather a vision.

8 Then the word of the LoRD came unto me,
saying,

9 Thus saith the LLorp, After this manner will I
marr the pride of Judah, and the great pride of
Jerusalem.

10 This evil people which refuse to hear my
words, which walk.in the imagination of their
heart, and walk after other gods to serve them,
and to worship them, shall even be as this girdle,
which 1s good for nothing.

11 For as the girdle cleaveth to the loins of a
man ; ‘so have I caused to cleave unto me the
whole house of Israel, and the whole house of
Judah, saith the Lorp; that they might be unto
me for a people, and for a name, and for a praise,

and for a glory : but they would not hear.

The signs and types are doubly beautiful, and interesting, which
God the Holy Ghost himself explains. And here we have the Lord’s
own illustration of it. Our whole nature was marred by sin; and
when the Lord gathered from the mass, his pedple Israel, and chose
them for his portion; how did he cause to cleave unto him, both .
Judah and Israel for a name, and a glory, and a praise,, above all the
people of the earth. But when by sin, and transgression they de-
parted from the Lord, like Jeremiah’s girdle, thrown by, and marred,
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nothing but sovereign grace can renew and restore. Oh! blessed
Jesus! what eternal praises are due to thee, for the recovery of our
fallen nature! All our pride is for ever done away, in the recollec-
tion, that but for thy gracious interposition we must have been marred
for ever!

12 € Therefore thou shalt speak unto them this
word, Thus saith the Lorp God of Israel, Every
bottle shall be filled with wine : and they shall say
unto thee, Do we not certainly know, that every
bottle shall be filled with wine ? )

13 Then shalt thou say unto them, Thus saith
the Lorp, Behold, 1 will fill all the inhabitants
‘of this land, even the kings that sit upon David’s
throne, and the priests, and the prophets, and all
the inhabitants of Jerusalem with drunkenness.

14 And I will dash them one against another,
even the fathers and the sons together, saith the
Lorp: I will not pity, norspare, nor have mercy,
but destroy them.

Here we have another similitude, and it it should seem, it was
highly suited to the people, to whom the Prophet delivered it. In
wine countrfes, such as Judea, all orders of the people knew the use
of it. But alas! they knew also the abuse of it. The Prophet there-
fore, by this figure, seems to have intended, that as they were filled
with drunkenness, so should they be filled with sorrow. When the
Lord’s judgment overtook them, in the Babylonish captivity, this
was the case. Read in confirmation Psalm cxxxvii.

15 € Hear ye, and give ear, be not proud, for
the Loorp hath spoken.

16 Give glory to the Lorp your God, before -
he cause darkness, and before your feet stumble
upon the dark mountains, and while ye look for
light, ye turn it into the shadow of death, and
make it gross darkness. ‘

17 But if ye will not hear it, my soul shall
weep in secret places for your pride, and mine eye
shall weep sore, and run down with tears, because

the Lorp’s flock is carried away captive. -

‘Who can read this account of the mournful prophet, but must
revere his memory ¢ Oh! how delightful is it to behold a faithful
pastor, taking interest in all that concerns his people! But while the
memory of Jeremiah on this accoix)n; is blessed, and that of all faith=

i
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ful ministers in the Church; with what glory doth Christ apApeax: m
his unequalled affection, whose tears for Jerusalem were so many,
and whose sweat, great drops of blood ?

18 Say unto the king, and to the queen, Humble
yourselves, sit down; for your principalities shall
come down, even the crown of your glory. V

19 The cities of the south shall be shut up, and
none shall open them; Judah shall be carried away

captive all of it, it shall be wholly carried away
captive.

20 Lift up your eyes, and behold them that
come from the north : where 7 the flock that was

. given thee, thy beautiful flock ?

21 What wilt thou say when he shall punish
thee? (for thou hast taught them to e captains,
and as chief over thee) shall not sorrows take thee
as a woman in travail ? ‘ ' :

22 € And if thou say in thine heart, Where-
fore come these things upon me? For the great-
ness of thine iniquity are thy skirts discovered,

" and thy heels made bare. *

23 Can the Ethiopian change his skin, or the
leopard his spots? ¢hen may ye also do good, that
are accustomed to do evil.

24 Therefore will I scatter them as the stubble
that passeth away by the wind of the wilderness.

25 This s thy lot, the portion of thy measures
from me, saith the LLorD : because thou hast for-

~ gotten me, and trusted in falsehood. ,

26 Therefore will I discover thy skirts upon th
face, that thy shame may appear. :

27 1 have seen thine adulteries, and thy neigh-
ings, the lewdness of thy whoredom, and thine
abominations on the hills in the fields : woe unto
‘thee, O Jerusalem, wilt thou not be made clean ?
when shall it once be 2

I interrupt not the reading of those verses, because they are con-
nected. They contain the solemn expostulation of the Lord, in the
view of their sins,  They point out also the utter impossibility of the
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sinner’s recovery by any efforts of his own, under the strong figure
of the black hue of the Ethiopian, and of the spots of the leopard.
But bere again precious Jesus, how unspeakably blessed is it to the
soul of thy redeemed, that what the law could mot do, in that it was
weak through the flesh ; thou through the Father’s sending, hast in
thine own flesh aceomplished ; Rom. viii. 3. And dost thou say to me
as to Jerusalem, wilt thou not be made clean? Oh! for grace to
look unto thee, that I may be made whole by thee!

e

REFLECTIONS.

My soul ! while reading the sad history of the Church, in this
period of it, aud beholding Jerusalem as a marred girdle and a bottle
spoiled ; oh learn from hence what nature is in itself in all ages;
when the preventing and restraining grace of God is withheld !
How poor, and weak, and blind, and wretched! Oh! thouwho alone
canst keep from falling ; give me Lord I pray thee grace, that dark-
ness come not, and my fect stumble not upon the dark mountains !

And shall not my soul take occasion from the review of this so-
lenin Chapter, to look up to Jesus with encreasing earnestness, and
beg of him for Zion in the present day? Dost thou say Lord now,
as thou didst bi’ thy servant the Prophet then; where és the flock tlmf
was given, the beautiful flock ? Behold it Lord, I would say, let thine
eye pity and compassionate it. It is indeed scattered in this dark and
cloudy day. But wilt thou not gather it, and bring it home, and
build it vp, and command pastors after thine own heart, to feed it
with true understanding and knowledge? Oh! precious Lord Jesus,
thou great Sh&pherd of thy sheep; be not wrath wvery sore, neither
remember iniquity for ever. Behdld ! see we are all thy people.

CHAP. XIV.

CONTENTS,

It should seem that the Prophet’s preaching, and his types, were
Sollowed by « famine. He takes notice of it in this Chapter, and
mourns over it. The Lord is not intreated to remove it. Lying pro-
Pphets deceive the people concerning it.

HE word of the L.orp that came to Jeremiah
concerning the dearth.

2 Judah mourneth, and the gates thereof lan-
guish, they are black unto the ground, and the
_ery of Jerusalem is gone up.

3 And their nobles have sent their little ones to
the waters, they came to the pits, and found no
water, they returned with their vessels empty :

they were ashamed, and confounded, and covered
their-heads, -
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4 Because the ground is chapt, for there was
no rain in the earth, the ploughmen were ashamed,
they covered their heads.

5 Yéa, the hind also calved in the field, and
forsook it, because there was no grass.

6 And the wild asses did stand 1n the high places,
they snuffed up the wind like dragons : their eyes
did fail, because there was no grass. .

We have here an account of the famine, which by the paralle}
history toek place in the reign of Jehoiakim; probably just before
the captivity. Jeremiah had mourned for the good king Josiah; see
2 Chron. xxxv. 25. and in the succeeding reign, it is supposed, that
this famine followed. The Prophet appears to have lamented it in
his Lamentations, chap. ii. The Lord not unfrequently sends after
his word, afflictions; that both may under his grace, operate to-
gether. /

7 § O Lorp, though our iniquities testify

gainst us, do thou 7 for thy name’s sake: for
" our backslidings are many, we have sinned against
thee.

8 O the hope of Israel, the saviour thereof in
time of trouble, why shouldest thou be as a stranger
in the land, and as a way-faring man, that turneth
aside to tarry for a night ? :

9 Why shouldest thou be as a man astonished,
as a mighty man ¢ket cannot save? yet thou,” O
Lorp, ar¢t 1n the midst of us, and we are called
by thy name, leave us not.

Nothing can be more beautiful and expressive, than this prayer of
the Prophet. First, he confesses sin: Levit. xxvi. Secondly, he
takes hold of the best and only argument for forgiveness; God’s
covenant promises in his name; that is, in Christ. Psalm cvi. 8.
Isaiah, xliii. 25. Thirdly, he pleads the merits of the Saviour.
Isaiab, xlv. 21, 22. And lustly, he observes the union the Lord had
with, and interest in, his people. Joshua, ages before, had pleaded the
same, and found success, Joshua, vii. 8, 9. Reader! do not overlook
these pleas, for they are unanswerable; in the heur of distress Je-

hovah’s name’s sake, is the one glorious cause, of all our rich mercies
in Christ ; Ezek. xxxvi. 32.

10  Thus saith the Lorp unto this pegple,
Thus have they loved to wander, they have not
refrained their feet, therefore the L.orRD doth not



CH. XIV.) JEREMIAH. 575

accept them ; he will now remember their iniquity,
and visit their sins.

11 Then said the LorD unto me, Pray not for
this people for their good.

12 V‘Phen they fast, I will not hear their cry,
and when they offer burnt-offering and an obla-
tion, I will not accept them : but I will consume
~them by the sword, and by the famine, and by
the pestilence.

These are solemn scriptures: and awful is it, when the Lord re-
strains prayer in his people, by withholding the spirit of grace and
supplication.  But we find in scripture beautiful instances, where the
.ord still encourages his people to plead with him; when seemingly
he is coming forth as an enemy. Witness Jacoh’s wrestling with
the angel, Gen. xxxii. 24—30. Moses also, still pleads, Exod. xxxii.
10—14. And whata lovely example is that, of the woman of Cangan
with our Lord, Matt. xv. 22—28. :

13 Then said I, Ah Lord Gop, behold the’
prophets say unto them, Ye shall not see the
sword, neither shall ye have famine, but 1 will
give you assured peace in this place. '

14 Then the Lorp said unto me, The prophets
ﬁrophesy lies in my name, I sent them not, neither

ave I commanded them, neither spake unto them:
they prophesy unto you a false vision, and divi-
nation, and a thing of nought, and the deceit of
their heart. .

15 Therefore thus saith the LORD concernin
the prophets that prophesy in my name, and 1
sent them not, yet they say, Sword and famine
shall not be in this land, By sword and famine
shall those prophets be consumed.

16 And the people to whom they prophesy, shall
be cast out in the streets of Jerusalem, because
of the famine, and the sword; and they shall
have none to ‘bury them, their wives, nor their
sons, nor their daughters: for I will pour their
wickedness upon them. .

17 4 Therefore thou shalt say this word unto
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them, Let mine eyes Tun down with tears night
and day, and let them not cease : for the virgin
of my people is broken with a great breach, with
a very grievous blow. ‘

18 If T go forth into the field, then behold the
slain with the sword; and if I enter into the city,
then behold them that are sick with famine ; yea,
both the prophet and the priest go about into a
land that they know not. :

19 Hast thou utterly rejected Judah ? hath thy
soul loathed Zion ? why hast thou smittefi us, and
there s no healing for us? we looked for peace,
and there is no good ; and for the time of healing,
and behold trouble.

20 We acknowledge, O Lorp, our wickedness,

“and the iniquity of our fathers : for we have sinned

against thee. :

21 Do not abhor us, for thy name’s sake, do
not disgrace the throne of thy glory : remember
break not thy covenant with us.

22 As there any among the vanities of the Gen-
tiles that can cause rain? or can the heavens give
showers ? art not thou he, O LorD our God?
therefore we will wait upon thee: for thou hast

made all tnese things.

. Faithful ministers cannot but feel grief at the conduct of false
teachers, who prophecy smooth things, and prophecy deceit. Jere-
micek had to encounter with many in his days, of this description :
and no age of the Church hath ever been free of them. But God’s
faithfulness is not impeached, nor lessened by the deceitfulness of
men. His people are commanded to go to the word, to the law, and
to the testimony, for evidences of the truth : Isaiah viii. 20. What a
gracious prayer the Prophet here offers.  Oh! that all ministers would
find grace to follow his example. Zion never needed it more than
now !

I et

REFLECTIONS.

Reaper! we cannot make a better improvement of this preciots
Chapter, than by following up the example the Prophet hath here left
us, both in times of public calamity, and private visitation;‘in be«
sieging a throne of grace upon the same ground, aud pleading for
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mercy on the same arguments, as the Prophet here useth. Sit down
and ponder over the many strong and unswerable pleas, every poor
sinner hath in this one cause of holy confidence, the name of Je-
hovah. The covenant purposes, counsel, will, declaration of Jehovah.
Moreover, his unchangeable promises, founded in his own free and
eternal love. Tothese add the word, the oath, those immutable things
of Jehovah, in which it is impossible for God to lie. Then open at
the same time, the infinite volume of grace, in the Person, work,
blood, grace, spirit, and righteousness of the Lord Jesus Christ.
Call in yet further to your aid, the person, offices, and eternal grace
of God the Holy Ghost. And when these grand and glorious truths
are fully impressed upon the mind ; sit down and devise names if you
¢an find them to misery and sin, in all the various shapes of it: and
see if there be not found somewhat in those blessed views of the
Almighty covenanters, to answer and satisfy all. Oh! thou zhe hope
of Israel T would say, both for myself and Reader : Oh thou art both tke
hope and Saviour thereof : why shouldst thou be es, a stranger in the
land, as a wayfaring man, that turneth aside to tarry but for a night,
and takest no interest in the concerns of thy people; Do not abkor us
Jor thy Name’s sake : do no¢ disgrace the throne of thy glory ?

CHAP. XV.

CONTENTS.

This is as sorrowful a Chapter as any in the prophecy. Though
the last had closed with prayer, yet this begins and ends with judg-
ment.

HEN said the L.orD unto me, Though Moses

and Samuel stood before me, yet my mind -

could not be toward this people; cast them out
of my sight, and let them go forth.

Reader! I cannot pass over this verse, without instantly making
this observation : Though neither Samuel, nor Moses, can prevail for
sinners, yet there is One mightier than both, whom the Father heareth
always. Oh! how precious is to think, that Jesus cannot fail in his
intercession, though all other intercessors fail. His bleod is a speak-
ing blood. And he ever liveth to appear, and 1o make intercession
in the presence of God for us. Heb. xii. 24. Heb. vii. 25.

2 And it shall come to pass, if they say unto
thee, Whither shall we go forth? then thou shalt
tell them, Thus saith the LorDp, Such as are for
death, to death; and such as are for the sword, to
the sword : and such as are for the fagine, to the
famine; and such as are for the captivity to the
captivity. ‘

3 And I will appoint over them four kinds, saith

Vor. V. 4E '
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the Lorp; the sword to slay, and the dogs to
tear, and the fowls of the heavens, and the beasts
of the earth to devour and destroy.

4 And I will cause them to be removed into all
kingdoms of the earth, because of Manasseh the
son of Hezekiah king of Judah, for thet which he
did in Jerusalem.

5 For who shall have pity upon thee, O Jeru-
salem ? or who shall bemoan thee? or who shall
go aside to ask how thou doest?

6 Thou hast forsaken me, saith the Lorp, thou
art gone ‘backward : therefore will I stretch out
my hand against thee, and destroy thee; I am
weary with repenting.

7 And I will fan them with a fan in the gates of
the land : I will bereave them of children, I will
destroy my people, since they return not from:
their ways.

8 Their widows are increased to me above the
sand of the seas: I have brought upon them,
against the mother of the young men, a spoiler at
noon day: I have caused Aim to fall upon it sud-
denly, and terrors upon the city.

9 She that hath borne seven, languisheth : she
hath given up the ghost, her sun 1s gone down
while 2t was yet day: she hath been ashamed and
“confounded, and the residue of them will I de-
Iiver to the sword before their enemies, saith the

Lorp. -

These judgments had their accomplishment, in the eaptivity that
followed, when the people were carried away to Babylon.

10 §f Woe is me, my mother, that thou hast
borne me a man of strife, and a man of conten-
tion to the whole earth: I have neither lent on
usury, nor mmen have lent to me on usury, yet
every one of them doth curse me.

11 The Lorp said, Verily it shall be well with
thy remnant, verily I will cause the enemy to en-
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treat thee well in the time of evil, and in th@k time

of affliction,
12 Shall iron break the northern iron, ar;d the

steel ?
13 Thy substance and thy treasures will I give

to the spoil, without price, and that for all thy sins,

even in all thy borders.

14 And I will make thee to pass W1th thine ene-
mles, into a land which thou knowest not: for a
fire is kindled in mine anger, which shall,bum
upon you, )

e have here the prophet mourning unmanfully. Jeremiah affords
an instance, that he, like all others of Adam’s race, partook of the
common stock of corruption. Alas! how unsuitable and unbuomm«
is it, in men of grace to complain. Jeremiah thought so in'a cooler
moment; See his Lamentatxons, Chap. in. 39. Poor Job before him,
had vented his sorrowsin a language unbecoming, Job, iii. 2—19.
And Jeremiah as if pleased with those angry expressions, grepeated
them with still stronger language, Chap. xx. 14—18. Alas! what is
man, even the best of men, even a Prophet; consecrated from the
womb to be a prophet of the Lord? Chap. i. 5. Oh! precious,
precious Lord Jesus, to whom shall we look but to thee ; whose whole
nature was koly, karmless, undefiled ; separate from sinners and made
higher than the heavens, Heb. vii. 26.

15 § O Lorp, thou knowest, remember me,
and visit me, and revenge me of my persecutors,
take me not away in thy long-sufiering : know
that for thy sake I have suffered rebuke.
16 Thy words were found, and I did eat them,

and thy word was unto me the joy and rejoicing
of mine heart, for I am called by thy name, 0
Lorp God of hosts.

17 1 sat not in the assembly of the mockcrs, nor
rejoiced; 1 sat alone because of thy hahd for
thou hast filled me with indignation. :

18 Why is my pain perpetual ? and my wound
‘incurable which refuseth to be healed? w:ilt thou
?e altogether unto me as a liar, and as Waters that

ail ?

19 9 Therefore thus saith the Lorb, IIf thou

return, then will 1 bring thee again, and thou
4E2
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shalt stand before me: and if thou take forth the
precious from the vile, thou shalt be as my mouth:
let them return unto thee, but return not thou
unto them.

20 And I will make thee unto this people a
fenced brasen wall, and they shall fight against .
thee, but they shall not prevail against thee: for
1 @m with thee to save thee, and to deliver thee,
saith the Lorp. N

21 And I will deliver thee out of the hand of

the wicked, and 1 will redeem thee out of the
“hand of the terrible.

Though the Lord would not listen to the prophet’s prayer, to avert
the visitdtion concerning the captivity ; yet for Jeremiah’s personal
safety, the Lord remembered his covenant : see Chap. i.20. Reader.!
it is blessed in times of public calamity, to lay hold on the personal
promises in Christ; and to remember, that the love of Jesus to his
Church, bowever outward things may vary, is the same as Jesus
himself, yesterday, and to duy, and for ever, Heb. xiii. 8. Oh! for
grace to know this, and live upon an unchangeable God in Christ;
when all-things in us and apout ys, are changing continyally.

REFLECTIONS.

Ix reading this Chapter, I find so much of blessedness leading to,
the Lord Jesus Christ, that I cannot need more than the first verse
opens to me, to feast upon in Jesus for ever. What thopgh Samuel
and Moses are no intercessors ; though Abraham be ignorant of us,
and Israel acknowledgeth us not ; yet thou blessed Jesus hast stood in
the gap, and dost for ever stand, having obtained eternal redemption
Sor us. Here then, amidst all the calamities of life, whether in
private or public, nationally or individually ; here would I rest my
plea, my only plea, for I need no other. Looking to God my Father
in Christ, T would say, both for myself and the Church of Jesus; b¢-
* hold.0 God our shield, and look upon the face of thine anointed !
And wilt not thou, O Lord Jegus, take up the case and concerns of -all
thy people 2 Though our iniquities testify against us, and our sins
are aggravated sore; yet Lord, such is the everlasting and eternal
efficacy of thy blood and righteousness; such the infinite. merit of
both, that they plead more for thy people, than all their sins can
plead against them. Qh! how would I treasure this word concerning
thee; wherein thou hast caused me to hope. I have found them
indeed, and have eateh them; and they have been the rejoicing and
joy of my heart: yea Lord, I have found thee, the Uncreated

Vord; and do thou Lord dwell evermore in my heart by faith.
Lord do by me, as'by thy servant the Prophet; make me as a fenced
‘brazen wall, strong in the grace of faith, that is in Christ Jesus. Be
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thou with me to save me, and to deliver me, O Lord; so shall I not
be confounded, when times of persecution arise, and the enemy
cometh in like a flood ; for then will my Lord lift up a standard, even
Christ Jesus against him.

=

CHAP. XVIL

CONTENTS.

This is a short, but interesting Chapier; in which, the Lord coms
mands his servant the Prophet, in looking forward to the times of the
Captivity, to keep himself unconnected because of his judgments. The
Lord pronounceth great evils; but the Chapter closeth in sweet pro-
mises, concerning the deliverance of his peop‘{e ;5 which he promisetly

shall be even greater than that from Egype. »
Y HE word of the LorD came also unto me,
saying,

2 Thou shalt not take thee a wife, neither shalt
thou have sons nor daughters in this place.

3 For thus saith the LLorD concerning the sons,
and concerning the daughters that are born in this
place, and concerning their mothers that bare
them, and concerning their fathers that begat them
in this land.

4 They shall die of grigvous deaths, they shall

pot be lamented, neither shall they be buried: Jut
they shall be as dung upon the face of the earth,
and they shall be consumed by the sword, and by
famine, and their carcases shall be meat for the
fowls of heaven, and for the beasts of the earth.
- 4 For thus saith the Lorp, Enter not into the
house of mourning, neither go to lament, nor be-
moan them: for I have taken away my peace
from this" people, saith the lL.oRD, even loving
kindness and mercies.

0 Both the great and the small shall die in this
land: they shall not be buried, neither shall men
lament for them, nor cut themselves, nor make
themselves bald for them.

7 Neither shall men tear themselves for them in
mourning, to comfort them for the dead, ne¢ither
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shall men give them the cup of consolation to drink

for their father or for their mother.,

I venture to read this precept given to Jeremiah, concerning mars
riage while in Babylon, both with a national and spiritual view. No
alliances were to be made by the people of God, with their ido-
latrous neighbours. And this, not only te keep them from idolatry;
but to preserve the holy seed pure, distinct, and uncorrupt; and spe-
cially with an eye to Christ. Hence we find the gehealogy of Christ,
is so faithfully recorded by the Evangelists, Matt. i. and Luke iii. 23
to the end. Whether my views in this passage be right or not, still
the Reader will not find it unsuitable to the general idea of scripture ;
for the Lord hath himself dwelt largely vpon the subject, in several
}?]aces. Hosea, ii. Isaiah, liv. 5, 6. Jeremiah, iii. 14. And I con-

ess, that I am the more inclined to this view of the subject, in a spi-
ritual point, from that solemn expression which is in the midst of
it; in which the Lord saith, I kave taken away my pease from this
eople : perhaps (for I do not presume to determine) it means, that
the Lord hath taken away his people’s views of peace in Christ, the
promised seed, when they found themselves in captivity ; and for a
while their hopes were cut off. They had lost the faith of that peace,
and joy in believing, which their fathers had in seeing, the day ot
Christ afar off. And of course it made their bondage yet more
grievous. Hence the Church cried out; thou hast removed my soul
Jur off from peace: I forgat prosperity : And I said, my strength and
my hope is perished from the Lord, Lament. iii. 17, 18,

8 Thou shalt not also go into the house of feast-
ing, to sit with them to eat and to drink.

9 For thus saith the LorD of hosts, the God of
Israel, Behold, I will cause to cease out of this
place in your eyes, and in your days, the voice of
mirth, and the voice of gladness, the voice of the
bridegroom, and the voice of the bride.

As the Lord prohibited the prophet from mourning in Babylon, sa
from feasting; both were alike unsuitable, while the Comforter was
far away. 1 pray the Reader to notice in both views the precious-
ness of Jesus, the peace and consolation of his people, to sweeten
and sanctify all states. .

10 9 And it shall come to pass when thou shalt

. shew this people all these words, and they shall

say unto thee, Wherefore hath the Lorp pro-
nounced all this great evil against us? or what s
our iniquity ? or what 7s our sin that we have com-
mitted agawnst the Lorp our God ?

11 Then shalt thou say unto them, Because
your” fathers have forsaken me, saith the Lorb,
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and have walked after other gods, and have served
them, and have worshipped them, and have for-
saken me, and have not kept my law :

12 And ye have done worse than your fathers
(for behold, ye walk every one after the imagina-
tion of his evil heart, that they may not hearken
unto me).

13 Therefore will I cast you out of this land,
into a land that ye know not, ncither ye nor your
fathers! and there shall ye serve other gods day
and night, where I will not shew you favour.

There 1s a wonderful degree of condescension, implied on the part
of God in what is here said. Where there is an enquiry seriously
set up in the soul, concerning the ways and works of God, in his
visitation ; there the Lord will vouchsafe to explain. Reader! Jet this

encourage in all dark seasons, to tell out your sorrows and exercises,’
and place them down before the throne!

14 9] Therefore behold, the days come, saith
the L.oRrD, that it shall no more be said, The Loorp

liveth that brought up the children of Israel out
of the land of Egypt;

15 But, The Lokp liveth that brought up the
children of Israel from the land of the north, and
from all the lands whither he had driven them:
and I will bring them again into their land that I

gave unto their fathers. s

Whether from the divine pleasure, which the Lord took in deliver,
ing his people in those instances, which most strongly represented
their spiritual deliverance from sin and hell, by the Lord Jesus: or
whether in the repeating that deliverance, in the case from Babylon,
as the time drew nearer, when the thing represented in type, should
be accomplished in reality ; or whether fromn any other cause, which
we know not, the Lord thought proper so to do; but the fact is so,
that the Lord upon many occasions, speaks of a greater mercy in the
Church’s emancipation from Babylon than from Egypt. That both
were eminently typical, is too plain to be doubted. But it is our
duty to aecept what the Lord hath said with implicit faith. See
Jeremiah xxiii. 7, 8. I caunot doubt, but that the pre-eminency
in the case of being delivered from Babylon, arose from the nearness
to which that event stood, to the glorious salvation by Jesus, com-
pared to the distant age of Egypt.

16 9 Behold, I will send for many fishers, saith
the Logp, and they shall fish them: and after
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will I send for many hunters; and they shall hunt
them from every mountain, and from every hill,
and out of the holes of the rocks.

17 For mine eyes are upon all their ways: they
are not hid from my face, neither is their iniquity
hid from mine eyes: _

18 And first I will recompense their iniquity;
and their sin double; because they have defiled
my land, they have filled mine inheritance with
the carcases of their detestable and aborhinable
things. ,

. Are not those fishers in allusioxnt to what Christ said of his Apostles,
Matt. iv. 19; 20. And is not the recompence the Lord is here said .
to make to their sin, that wound of the spirit, which the Holy Ghost

when convincing of sin, makes in the heart; in order to lead to Jesus ?
John, xvi. 8.

19 O Lorp, my strength and iny fortress, and
iy refuge in the day of affliction, the Gentiles
shall come unto thee from the ends of the earth,
and shall say, Surely our fathers have inherited
lies, vanity, and things wherein there is no profit. *

20 Shall a man make gods unto himself, and
they are no gods?

21 Therefore behold, I will this once cause them-
to know, I will cause them to know mine hand,
and my miglhit, and they shall know that my name

zs the Lorp.

The prayer of the Prophet is a beautiful break in the subject;
as if the man of God felt his mind instantly led out, so to look
up and plead with the Lord, from what had been said. And the
burden of his prayer seems to be taking hold of the Lord’s promise,
concerning the call of the Gentiles; which the Apostle Paul, in
after ages, had it in commission to tell the Church, should provoke
the jealousy of Israel. If so, itis a blessed illustration of this pas=
sage. Let the Reader consult the scripture, and then compare both.
Ramans xi. 11. to the end. ‘

REFLECTIONS.

My soul! gather from the Lord’s precept, to his servant the Pro-
phet; not to marry, nor mingle with the nations of the captivity;
how much it concerns thee, to sit aloof, and as much detatched as
. possible, from all persons, and all things, which might have a ten-
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dency to draw thine aflections from the Lord! Remember, that thy
Maker is thine husband. And doth he not say to thee, as to the Church
of old, thou shalt abide for me muny days: thou shalt not play the
harlot : and thou shalt not be for another man: so will I also be for
thee. Precious Lord Jesus! blessed be thou, for thine infinite con~
descension. Oh! give me grace ever to keep it in view, and to
call to mind ; wherever I am, or however engaged, amidst the Baby-
lons of this wilderness-state, that my indigence, Jesus neither
overlooks, nor despiseth; but will keep me during the captivity,
and at length bring e out of more than the Egyptian bondage.
Neither in the house of mourning, or of feasting, would I lose sight
of my Lord! And oh! grant, that I may constantly have the grace
of faith in thee; that the peace in Jesus may be never lost sight of,
no not for a moment. Butoh! let my constant song in this house of
my pilgrimage, be, the Lord liveth that hath brought the souls of his
people, from the north, and from all lands whither they had been
driven; and now brought them into the liberty, wherewith Jesus
makes them free. Yea, they shall dwell in their own land, even
Emmanuel’s land, for ever. Amen.

CHAP. XVIL

CONTENTS.

Muck to the same purport, as the general scope of Jeremial’s preach=
~tng, 4s the subject of this chapter. The folly and sin of carnal con-
Sidence ; and the blessedness and security of the divine trust, are beauti-
Jully set forth.  The Lord’s knowledge of the heart is strikingly insisted
upon as an evidence of his sovereignty. o

THE sin of Judah s written with a pen of iron,
and with the point of a diamond ;  is graven
upon the table of their heart, and upon the horns
of your altars:

2 Whilst their children remember their altars
and their groves by the green trees upon the high
hills.

What is here said of Judah’s sin, may be equally said of all men’s
sins: they are cut in and formed in the very heart.  Nothing short, of

a new heart, wrought by the Lord himself, can form a change. Ezek,
xxxvi. 26.

3 O my mountain in the field, I will give thy
substance, and all thy treasures to the spoil, and
thy high places for sin throughout all thy borders.

4 And thou, even thyself shall discontinue from
thine heritage that 1 gave thee, and I will cause

thee to serve thine enemies in the land which thou
VYor. V, 4 F '
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knowest not: for ye have kindled a fire in mine

anger, which shall burn for ever.

Observe when the Lord threatens punishment, he still speaks of his
mountain and his people. Israel and Judah are still the Lord’s, though
chastened with the chastisement of a man. Jeremiah, xxxi. 20.

5 € Thus saith the Lorp, Cursed be the man
that trusteth in man, and maketh flesh his arm,
and whose heart departeth from the Lorp.

6 Tor he shall be like the heath in the desert,
and shall not see when good cometh, butshall in-
habit the parched places in the wilderness, in a

salt land, and not inhabited.

Reader! as you read these verses do not fail to enquire, in what
this sin’of trusting in man consisteth : that we may avoid the punish-
ment. May not that man be said to have fallen into it, who placeth
the least confidence in his own righteousness, to the slighting the full
and complete justifying righteousness of the Lord Jesus Christ,
Romans, x. 8.

7 Blessed s the man that trusteth in the Lorbp,
and whose hope the Lorbp is.

8 For he shall be as a tree planted by the waters,
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