ISATAH. 233

that nothing could damp or abate thy love to thy people. Neither the
agonies in the garden, nor the cross, neither the justice of divine wrath
against sin, nor the powers of hell, no, nor the forsaking of thy dis-
ciples at thy death, nor the continued slights of all thy disciples through
the whole of thy life, even until now, hath abated, or can abate thy love
for one moment from thy redeemed; but, as thou hast from the begin~
ning loved thy people, that are in the world, thou lovest them unto the
end. Ol, that the Lord would add one mercy more to this unmerited
mercy, and as no waters nor floods can quench thy. love, so the Lord
would not suffer any, or all, the tdrrents of sin and death to quench
ours. Lord, we pray thee to keep our poor souls in the love of God,
and in the patient waiting for Jesus Christ.

Hail! holy Lord! Father, Son, and eternal Spirit! we bend before
thy throne with thanksgivings and praise for all the wonders of redemp-
tion by Jesus Christ! Hasten, almighty God, the call of thy people.
Let the litile sister of Christ’'s Church, even the Gentile Church, be
filled with the breasts of consolation, and may our elder Brother, the
Jewish Church, be called home by grace. Oh! for that glorious hour,
when the fulness of the Gentiles shall be completed, and all Israel shall
be saved. When the Deliverer shall arise out of Zion, to turn away
ungodliness from Jacob! 1In the blessed hope of this assurance may thy
people live from day to day, and may the cry of faith be continually go-
_ing up for the accomplishment of it, from all the redeemed of the Lord.
And while Jesus is calling upon his Church to hear his voice, and

aying, Surely I come quickly, oh! may every faithful heart make sweet
responses to their Lord, and send up the earnest prayer, Even so! come,
Lord Jesus. Amen.,

|
|

THE

PROPHET ISAIAH.

GENERAL OBSERVATIONS.

WE here enter on a part of the Word of God, very different in
manner, from all that we have before gone over, through
the sacred writings ; though directed, in common with all the rest,
to one and the same object; namely, to make the Church of God
wise unto salvation, through.the faith that is in Christ Jesus.
The scripture prophecies form a most important part in the
oracles of divine truth. Prophecy, we are told, came not in old
time 2y the will of-man; but holy men of God spake as they were
moved by the Holy Ghost. And we may very safely conclude,

that as they spake so they wrote. For he who gave a door of ut-
VOL. V. H I .
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terance to his servants, gave also the pen of a ready writer; that by
both, they might minister ju his church, and carry with them the
witness of the spirit, whose they were, and to whom they belonged
in the service of the sanctuary.

In the Old Testament Dispensation, we find the spirit of pro-
phecy, manifesting the divine will from the earliest period. In
that memcrable, and never to be forgotten promise, which folds
in its bosom the whole of redemption, and which opened immedi-
ately on the fall, the first dawn of prophecy appeared. For when
‘it was said, that the seed of the woman should bruise the serpent’s
head; and this promise delivered by the Lord himself; every suc~
ceeding revelation tended to unfold, illustrate, and confirm this
leading truth. And as the Spirit-of Christ \which an apostle, in
after ages, commissioned by the same almighty Spirit, tells us,)
was in the holy men of old, directing their minds into all truth ;
so the great scope and tendency of all the prophecies they delivered
was ymformly pointing to those two great branches of all revela-
tion, namely, the-sufferings of Christ, and the glory that should
Soflow. $So that through ail the Bible; this was the burden of
prophecy. Every thing delivered in a spirit of prophecy, pointed
to Jesus. He, and he alone, was the horn of salvation, raised
up by Jehovah in the house of his servant David. And of him,
and to him, all referred, which God spuke by the mouth of all®
his holy prophets which have been since the world began.

Concerning the prophet Isaiah, from whose inspired pen we de-
rive the blessed prophecy now before us; the preface at the open-
ing of the first chapter, give us all the iuformation, that we arein-
terested to know, i respect to him.  His name is somewhat re-
markable: [saiah, which signifies, the salvation of the Lord.
And it becomes the more sc, from the peculiar scope and ten-
dency of his writings, being so much in the strain of the gospel,
in reference to salvation.  Hence some have not scrupled to call
hiin ¢the Evangelical Prophet ; and his book of prophecy, a fifth
gospel. [ stay not to inquire as to the exact period of his mimstry,
having already done this.m a general way, at the beginmng of my
Commentary, under the title of The Order of the Booksof Scrip~
ture. To this therefore I refer ; only just.observing, in addition
to what is there set down, that it formed an interesting zra in the
church, being designed to prepare the minds of the people, forthe
approaching captivity of the church in Bubylon, which took place
somewhat about 200 years after.

I take occasion once more to beg the Reader, as I have uni-
formly done, on the entrance upon every book of the sacred Scrip-
ture; that he will in spirit, and in heart, join with my poor prayers
at a mercy-seat, that both Writer and Reader may be under His
blessed teaching, who taught'the prophet; that while we receive
these divine oracles, as the word of God, and consider that tke
_ testimony of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy, we may all along keep

i view Him, to whon give all the prophets witness; and never
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lose s:ght of the one grand object and design of all their, and every
other servant of the Lord’s comnmission ; that through his name
whosocver believeth in him shall reccive remission of sius. Amen,

CHAP. L

CONTENTS,

The Prophet opens his vision with complaints. Both Judch and Je-
rusalem are veproved for their sins, and affectionately entreated to re-
turn to the Lord.

']:"HE vision of Isaiah the son of Amoz, which
he saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem, 1n
the days of Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah,

kings of Judah.
We have in this first verse, both the subject and the time in which it
was delivered; together with the name and family of the writer. All
which were proper for an introduction, by way of authority, for the
cordial reception of what was written, by-the church. But what I beg
‘he reader yet more particularly to remark, is the title of this book.

t is called a vision, intimating the special revelation by which the pro-
phet was favoured and commissioned for the delivery of it. And, by
consequence, how highly it ought to be regarded. The apostie Paul,
in afier ages, considered what he said upon divine things as of this kind,
whep passing by all self importance, he cried oat, [ will come to vi-
sions and revelations of the Lord, 2 Corinth, xii. 1. Judah and Jeru-
salem, are the people concerned in this vision; that is the church of
God. And consequently in the present day of the gospel, both Jew
and Gentile, brought as they now are into one fold, have an interest in
all that is preached by the prophet in this vision, Galat, iii. 28, 29. I
oply detain the Reader with oue observation more, on this introductory
verse of the prophet, just to remark, that Isaiah must have ministered
in the church, not less than ffly years ; as the Reader will himself find,
if he calculates the different periods, from the reign of Uzziah to He-
zekiah.  And under what discouragement this highly favoured servant
of the Lord ministered, may in some measure be conceived, from the
account we have of the idolatrous practices, at that time more or less
prevailing, of both kings and people, 2 Kings, xvi. 3, 4.

2 Hear, O heavens, and give ear, O earth: for
the Lorp hath spoken, 1 have nourished and
brought up children, and they have rebelled against
me.

3 The ox knoweth his owner, and the ass his
master’s crib: fut Israel doth not know, my peo-
ple doth not cousider.

Hrz
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The prophet hath followed Moses, the man of God, in his sermon,
in calling upon the several parts of the inanimate creation to listen to his
discourse, Dent. xxxii. 1. There is a vast béauty, as wejl as force in
this manner of preaching., If men will not Lear, the heavens will:
yea, the very stones of the earth might well cry out in astonishment at
man’s obduracy. Even the poor beasts of labour, the ox, and the ass,
which is dull to a proverb, are possessed of some kind of knowledge,
to discern the hand that feeds and corrects them; but Israel, whom
God had distinguished beyond all people, were senseless both of bis
mercies, and of his judgments! How tenderly elsewhere the Lord speaks
of this! Hosea, xi. 1 to 9.
_ 4 Ah sinful nation, a people laden with ini-
quity, a seed of evil doers, children that are cor-
rupters: thay have forsaken the Lorp, they have
provoked the Holy One of Israel unto anger, they
are gone away backward.

5 9 Why should ye be stricken any more? ye
will revolt more and more: the whole hecad is
sick, and the whole heart faint. ,

6 From the sole of the foot even unto the head
there is mo soundness in it; but wounds, and,,
bruises, and putrifying sores: they have not been
closed, neither bound up, neither moilified with
ointment.

7 Your .country i desolate, your cities are
burned with fire: your land, strangers devour it in
your presence, and i s desolate, as overthrown
by strangers.

8 And the daughter of Zion is left as a cottage
in a vineyard, as a lodge in a garden of cucumbers,
as a besieged city.

9 Except the Lorp of hosts had left unto us a.
very small remnant, we should have been as
Sodom, and we should have been like unto Go-
morrah.

How affecting are these verses ! It is as if God paused over the state
of his church. 'Their sin, like an epidemic disease, was universal. It
did not break out in one or two instances of transgression; but the
whole body became virtually all sin. They are laden with it.—And
where should they be unladen, but upon Christ, the almighty burden
bearer 7—Reader! do not fail to remark, in the very opening of the
prophecy, how in the view of universal corruption, the Holy Ghast is
preaching Christ? And, Reader, do not fail to connect with this view
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also, another sweet gospel truth; namely, how the Lord, in such de-
plorable times, had preserved to himsel{ @ remnant according to the
election of grace. Sodony's history was well known, and Abraham’s in-
tercession on that occasion could not have been forgotten. When
thercfore we hear it said, Ezcept the Lord had Ieft a very small rem-
nant, how blessed is it to trace the Lord’s hand, and to give to the
Lord all the glory! Gen. xviil, 20—33. Rom. ix. 29. Then read
Rom. xi. 5, and bless God for distinguishing mercy ! Precious Jesus ¥
to whom bat to thee shall the glorious cause be ascribed! Oh how
blessed to mark the little flock of thy kingdom, Luke, xii. 32.

10 § Ilcar the word of the Lorp, ye rulers of

Sodom : give car unto the law of our God, ye
- people of Gomorrah.

11 To what purpose s the multitude of your
sacrifices unto me? saith the Lowp: I am full of
the burnt offerings of rams, and the fat of fed
beasts; and I delight not in the blood of bullocks,
or of lambs, or of he goats. ‘

12 When ye come to appear before me, who
hath required this at your hand, to tread my

scourts ?

13 Bring no more vain oblations; incense is an
abomination unto me; the new moons and sab-
baths, the calling of assemblies, 1 cannot away
with; #f is iniquity, even the solemn meeting.

14 Your new moons and your appointed feasts’
nay soul hateth: they are a trouble unto me; I
am weary to bear them.

15 And when ye spread forth your hands, I
will hide mine eyes from you: yea, when ye make
many prayers, I will not hear: your hands are
full of blood. ‘

16 9 Wash you, make you clean; put away
the evil of your doings from before mine eyes;
cease to do evil ; )

17 Learn to do well: seek judgment, relieve
the oppressed, judge the fatherless, plead for the
widow.

18 Come now, and let us reason together, saith
the Lorp: though your sins be as scarlet, the
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shall be as white as snow; though they be red
like crimson, they shall be as wool.
19 If ye be willing and obedient, ye shall eat
the good of the land ; ‘ :
20 But if ye refuse and rebel, ye shall be de-
voured with the sword: for the mouth of the

Lorp hath spoken #, y

I make no break in this address of the prophet. The whole forms
but one sermon, and a most striking one it is. 1 beg the reader to remark
with me the very pointed terms made use of by the man of God. He
calls them by the name of the men of Sodom and Gomorrah. Perhaps
to intimate, that their place and people merited equal judgment. And
had the Lord done so, there would have been no ivjustice on the part
of God. Reader! let us pause over this thought, and not too hastily
dismiss the solemn consideration from both our minds, As a nation,
how awful do we stand, in the crying and abounding sins of our guilty
land! And are we not visited as they? 'To what shall we ascribe it?
Oh! the unknown treasures of grace in covenant love! Precious, preci-
ous Jesus! who shall calculate the infinite value of thine atoning blood; -
which speaks more for thy people, than all their sips against them?
Reader, mark what is said in those verses concerning the inefficacy of
sacrifices! And do not fail to connect with it, how and in what terms
they are spoken of. The Lord calls them your sacrifices. Yes, Jeho- °
vah hath an eye onlyto one sacrifice, and that one of his own appoint-
ing. Reader! it is the sweetest and most precious of all thoughts; that
while you and I are looking up to God in Christ for acceptance, by vir-
tue of that one offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all, where-
by he hath perfected for ever ihem that are sanctified ; we are looking
up by the express appointment and authority of (iod our Father, in his
own way, for salvation. See those Scriptures, chb. v. 1—0, x. 1—14.-

21 9] How is the faithful city become an harlot !
it was full of judgment: righteousness lodged in
it; but now murderers.

22 Thy silver is become dross, thy wine mixed
with water: ’ \

23 Thy princes are rebellious, and companions
of thieves: every one loveth gifts, and followeth
after rewards: they judge not the fatherless, nei-
ther doth the cause of the widow come unto

them. . : A
Under these figures of speech, are represented the sad fall of onr ra-
ture. It forms in language a beautiful, though in reality, an awful
acconnt. But, Reader, painful as it is to know, yet it is profitable, ia
order to lead the heart to Jesus. This is among the methods which the -
Holy Ghost is pleased to adopt, in bringing the soul to God in Christ.
He first convinces of sin, and then of righteousness, I think that those
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patts of scripture are eminently blessed, which bring with them proofs
of his divine teaching; and that, it isone and the same in both Testa~
ments of God's word. John, xvi, 7—11.

24 Therefore saith the Lorp, the Lorp of
hosts, the mighty One of Israel, Ah, I will ease
me of mine adversaries, and avenge me of mine
enemies:

25 And I will turn my hand upon thee, and
purely purge away thy dross, and take away all
thy tin:

26 And I will restore thy judges as at the first,
and thy counsellers as at the beginning: after-
ward thou shalt be called, The city of righteous-
ness, the faithful city. :

27 Zion shall be redeemed with judgment, and
her converts with righteousness.

28 9 And the destruction of the transgressors
and of the sinners sha// be together, and they that
forsake the Lorp shall be consumed. .

20 For they shall be ashamed of the oaks
which ye have desired, and ye shall be confounded
for the gardens that ye have chosen.

30 For ye shall be as an oak whose leaf fadeth,
and as a garden that hath no water.

. 31 And the strong shall be as tow, and the
maker of it as a spark, and they shall both burn

together, and none shall quench #hem.

How very blessed is it to behold divine grace triumphing over human
transgression: and the Lord-who alone can reform, graciously exer-
cising his love in a way of reformation over his people.  And, Reader,
do observe that when the Lord comes forth to correct his people, it is at
the same time to take vengeance of their enemics. When the Lord
Jesus speaks of the year of his redeemed being come, he connects with
it the day also of vengeance in his heait, Isaiah, Ixiii. 4. Reader! may
it be your happiness and mine to know the Lord Jesus in his grace; and
we shall know him also in the destruction of our enemies, May Jesus
root out those inbred, indwelling sins'of our nature, the greatest and
most dangerous foes we have to contend with; that in the cleansing of
his church and people, we may know ourselves included ; when he will
redegm Zion withjudgment, and her converts with righteousness.
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REFLECTIONS.

MY soul, suffer not a portion of this blessed chapter to be overlooked,
nor fancy the prophet’s commission in the delivery of it to have ceased
with the men of Judah and Jerusalem, Alas! every age and every pe-
riod of the churcl, hath carried with it the same marks, more or less,
of corruption, and to every one, the expostulation of a graciocus Godis but
“too applicable : I have nourished and brought up children, and they
have rebelled against me!

Blessed Spirit of truth! Do thou, Lord, in grace, and love, and com-
passion, exercise thy kind office, with my poor soul, as the glorifier of
Christ Jesus! By thy word, and by thy grace in my heart, give me to
see, and feel, and know, that, like Istael, the whole hedd is sick, and
the whole heart faint. Let me never seek justification by the deeds of
the 'aw, or presume to think myself clean in thy sight! Plead, Lord,
in my heart the injured cause of -my God, and of his Christ; and by
such saving discoveries as thou art making to thy church, bythy blessed
word, both of human corruption, and the necessity of divine cleansing ;
make me to know that in Jesus, and his great salvation alone, it can be
accomplished, that my sins, whick are as scarlet, shall be white as
snow ; end though red as crimson, shall be as the wool.

And oh! the praises due to a covenant God in Christ, Father, Son,
and Holy Ghost, for the rich discovery! Blessed, for ever blessed be
Jehovah, in having brought sinners acquainted with the cause of our
tuin, and the only source of our relief in Jesus. Lord! help me to
seize all the gracious improvements thy mercy hath designed, from tlie
richsalvation by Jesus.  And since by his precious blood and righteous-
ness, thoun hast opened a way for purely purging away our dross, and
taking «way all our sin; bring, Lord, the souls of thy redeemed,
through this gracious process of thy mercy, and let thy people be again
ealled 1he eity of rightebusness, the fuithful city!

CITAP. IL

CONTENTS.
We have in this chapler, strong, though distant virws given of the
coming of Christ. In the prospect, the Lord is set forth as both glo-
rious and solemu to the people. . .

’

YT HE word that Isaiah the son of Amoz saw

- concerning Judah and Jerusalem.

The man of God, takes a similar text to what he had used in his
former, sermon, with only this difference, that what he had termed a
vision in the last “discourse, he calls the word in the present; but the
andience are the same. Judah and Jerusalem; the church of God, is
the congregation.

2 And it shall come to pass in the last days that
the mountain of the Lorp’s house shall be esta-
blished in the top of the mountains, and shall be

’
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exalted above the hills; and all nations shall flow
unto.it. * :

3 And many people shall go and say, Come ye,
and let us go up to the mountain of the Lorp, to
the house of the God of Jacob: and he will teach
us of his ways, and we will walk in his paths: for
out of Zion shall go forth the law, and the word
of the Lorp from Jerusalem. o s.

4 And he shall judge among the nations, and
shall rebuke many people: and they shall beat
their swords into plow-shares, and their spears into
pruning-hooks : nation shall not lift up sword
against nation, neither shall they learn war any

more.

The prophet Micah had a similar commission in his day to deliver,
and he execoted it almost in the same words: see Micah, iv. 1-—4.
There are several very blessed promises delivered by both the Lord’s
servants, all which had a gracious eye to the prosperity of Zion, in the
latter day dispensation; and in the person aund salvation of the Lord
Jesus, hath been in part fulfilled, and is perhaps now, and will be more
and more fulfilling on the earth. The mountain of the Lord’s house,
means Zion; or perhaps more immediately Christ himself, on _whom
Zion is founded. Jesus is the foundation-stone Jehovah hath laid in
Zion, Isaiah, xxviii. 16, compared with 1 Peter, ii. 6, 7, 8. This
church of Jesus, and in Jesus, is to be established ; meaning its dura-
bleness and permanency. For the gates of hell shall never preveil
egainst it, Matt. xvi. 18. Reader! do not forget, that every true be-
liever in Jesus, is this very day, in himself, a living testimony to this
blessed truth. So that what was predicted, so”many years before
Christ came in substance of our flesh; and what hath remained for near
two thousand gyears since Christ finished the establishment of his church,
and returued to glory, becomes a precious evidence to comfort the
people of God now. But what I particularly beg the Reader to keep
an eye upon, and fo rejoice in the confirmation of, is that part of the
promise, that ¢/l netions shall flow unto it. Sweet thought! Jesus is
Lhe desire of all nations ; because poor awakened sinners in all nations,
find their want of bim. Hence here is a promise, folded up in this
blessed prophecy, that all nations, the Gentiie as well as the Jew, shall
flow unto Christ, They shall come that are ready to perish, when the
great trampet is blown. And their certainty of coming is secured ; fox
it was one of the covenaut promises of God the Father to God the Son;
Tly people shall be willing in the day of thy power, Psalm, cx. 3. But
we must not stop here, in our view of these delightful verses. The
many that resolve to go up to the house of the Lord, are said to unite
.others to come with them. Yes! the soul truly awakened to the know-
ledge and enjoyment of Jesus, will never love to eat his morsel alone.
He knows that there is enough in Jesus for all; and therefore he longs

Vou.V Ix
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for all to partake. He doth not say, Do you go, for I have found him
gracious; but, Let us go together. Reader, do mark with me,.the
blessedness of a gospel walk, and life, and conversation. Never did
Ziou languish more than now, for the want of these quickenings of each
other to her societies. Oh! that there was more zeal for the interests
of Christ’s church, among Christ’s people. And, Reader, take one
" short observation more, upon these verses, and observe with me, with
what confidence it is spoken, that the Lord will teach of his ways, and
give grace to walk in his paths. Surely by attending upoa ordmances,
these things are found. The Lord will be found of them that seek him,
and by waiting upon the Lord the people shall renew their strength,
Isaiah, xI. 31. Psalm, xxvii. 7. And let not the Reader think I trespass,
if I add, the blessings of the gospel church, will be, as here stated :
War and bloodshed would cease, if the spirit of the gospel were truly
followed. Alas! what cause of sorrow Is it, that so many nations and
individuals, take the name of Christ, which are foes to the spirit of
Christ.  Oh that they would lay it to heart: if any man hare not the
spirit of Christ, call himself what he may, ke is none of kis, Romans
viil, 9.

5 O house of Jacob, come ye, and let us walk
in the light of the Lorbp.

- 6 9§ Therefore thou bast forsaken thy people

the house of Jacob, because they be replenished
from the east, and are soothsayers like the Philis-
tines, and they please themselves in the children
of strangers. . -

7 Their land also is full of silver and gold, nei-
~ ther s there any end of their treasures; their land
is also full of horses, neither s there any end of
their chariotsy

8 Their land also is full of idols; they worship
the work of their own hands, that which their own
fingers have made:

9 And the mean man boweth down, and the
great man humbleth himself: thercfore forgive

them not. ,

> Here the prophet takes occasion to- call upon the Jewish church, from
the zeal of the Gentile: and since the heathen is so forward to go up to
the house of the Lord, how much more ought the Lord’s own people
to be alive to this service? Reader! it were devoutly to be prayed for,
that both Jew and Gentile were mutually striving for the faith of the
gospel. But alas! how have “both sinned, and come short of God’s
glory ! If God’s ancient people, the Jews, have forsaken the Lord,
what shall we say more in favour of the Gentile church? But the pur-
suits of silver and gold, the lust of the flesh, and the lust of the eye,
and the pride of life; these sweep away the time, the heart, and aftec-
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tions, and leave men satisfied with the form, while destitute of the
power of godliness.

10 € Enter into the rock, and hide thee in
the dust, for fear of the LORD, and for the glory
of his majesty.

11 The lofty looks of man shall be humbled,
and the haughtiness of men shall be bowed down,
and the Lorp alone shall be exalted in that day.

12 For the day of the Lorp of hosts skall be
upon every one that is proud and lofty, and upon
every one that is lifted up ; and he shall be brought
low :

13 And upon all the cedars of Lebanon, that
are high and lifted up, and upon all the oaks of
Bashan

14 And upon all the hwh mountains, and up-
on all the hills that are l1fted up,

15 And upon every high tower, and upon every
fenced wall,

16 And upon all the ships of Tarshish, and
upon all pleasant pictures.

17 And the loftiness of man shall be bhowed
down, and the haughtiness of men shall be made
Jow: and the Lorp alone shall be exaltcd in that
da

}1’8 And the idols he shall utterly abolish.

19 And they shall go into the holes of the
rocks, and into the caves of the carth, for fear of
the Lorp, and for the glory of his majesty, when
he ariseth to shake terribly the earth.

20 In that day a man shall cast his idols of
silver, and his idols of gold, which they made each -
one for himself to woxshlp, to the moles and to the
bats ;

21 To go into the clefts of the rocks, and into
the tops of the ragged rocks, for fear of the Lorp,
and for the glory of his majesty, when he ariseth
to shake terribly the earth. ]

Tr2
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This portion of the chapter opens in a very solemn manner, Whe-
ther the prophet means the visitations of God in the day of calamity of
this world ; or refers to the day of judgment for another; in both cases
it is solemn. See Rev. vi. 12—17. But is there not a spiritual sense
of the passage, alluding to the day, when God by his Holy Spirit,
awakens conviction'in the heart? Never surely doth the soul lie lower
in the dust before God, than when a sense of sin, and the fear of the
wrath to come, first breaks in from the Spirit’s awakening in the soul.
Then pleasant pictures and high mountains, both the cedars of Lebanon,
-and the oaks of Bashan, are as nothing: the sinner wants to flee if pos-
sible from himself; and nothing can comfort the soul uuder the appre-
hension of God’s wrath against sin, until Christ is revealed in all the
suitableness of the Saviour, and formed in the heart the hope of glory.

22 Cease ye from man, whose breath 7 in his

nostrils : for wherein is he to be accounted of?

What a beautiful and striking close is made in this verse to all that
went before If man be nothing, yea worse than nothing, so full of
terror, and so exposed to fear, who would put any confidence in him ?
His life is but a vapour: his breath is in his nostrils. Cease, cease from
him! Look unto Jesus.

W

REFLECTIONS.

" READER! look at the beauty and loveliness of the gospel church !
Behold how, ages before. 1t was established, the prophet set it forth.
And see now how exactly the church of Jesus comes up to his descrip-
tion. Inits great and almighty Author and Founder, bghold huw it is,
and bath been established.  And though in the present day, Zion seem-
eth, and doth indeed languish: yet Christ hath never been, nor ever
will be, without a seed serving him, and a church where his name is
blessed.

Ought not we to go up to this mountain of the Lord’shouse? Should
not every one be truly anxious to say with the church of old : Our feet
shall stand in thy gate, O Jerusulem? Precious Lord Jesus! Do thou
incline our souls to seek thee, our hearts to love thee, and our best af-
fections to be fixed upon thee. "And will thou not, O Lord, teach us
of thy ways, end cause us to walk in thy paths? Reader! let us not
close this sweet chapter, before we have first learned from it, under di-
vine teaching, rightly to value man’s nothingness, and the Lord’s excel-
lency. Precious Jesus! I would lie low iix the dust before thee: con-
vinced that 1 am nothing, and that I can merit nothing, wmine eyes shall
be up unto thee, Lord, for all I need, and for all I can require, for
grace in this life, and glory in that which is to come. Lord, I would
cease from man: I would cease from self: I would cease from every
thing in which might be supposed confidence. I pray thee, dear Lord,
to give me confidence in thee. Oh for grace to sing that song, and feel
its saving power on my heart: The Lord is my strength and my song,
and thou art become my salvation! '
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o CHAP. IIL
CONTENTS.

The subject appears to be continued through this chapter, which
engaged the [no[mel s ailention in the former. The people are r('proved
_for their transgressions, and the consequent displeasure of the Lord is
spoken of.

OR behold, the Lorp, the LORD of hosts,
doth take away from Jerusalem, and from
Judah the stay and the staff, the whole stay of

bread, and the whole stay of water,

The prophet opens this chapter by pointing to the consequence of
sin. 'The bredd and the water, the common supplies of life, shall be
taken from the people: and what tends to aggravate this distress ls, '
that the hand of the Lord is seen in it: and they shall know that it is ;
the Lord’s punishinent. There is somewhat truly awful in this! Afflic-
tions of every kind to oar poor fallen nature, come heavy; bat if they
come with a special commission from the Lord, that the Lord hath sent
them; they have a tenfold bitterness in them. 1 beg the Reader to re-
mark with me, the special freading in this verse. 'The first name of the
Lord is in smali letters, siemfying the Adonai, one of the well-known
names of Christ, in his otfice-characters, as Mediator; the stay and
support of his redeemed. The second name of the Loid 15 in capital
letters, the well-known incommmunicable name of Jehovah., Blessed
Jesus! how delightful is the consideration, under all the traasgressions
of thy people, that the bread of life, and the water of* life are not taken
away. Reader, I charge.it upon your heart and my own, ever to keep
in remembrance, that Christ, our Father’s first and best gift, is never taken
away. Jesus is given to the church, to have and to hold for ever.
Thanks be unto God for his unspeakable gift.

2 The wmighty man, and the man of war, the
judge, and the prophet, and the prudent, and the
ancient,

3 The captain of fifty, and the honourable man,
and the couasellor, and the cunnino artificer, and
the eloquent orator.

4 And I will give children 7o be their princes,
and babes shall rule over them.

5 And the people shall be oppressed, every one
by another, and every one by his neighbour: the
child shall behave himself proudly agamst the an-
cient, and the base against the honourable. .

6 When a man shall take bold of his brother of
the house of his father, saying, Thou hast clothing,
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be thou our ruler, and /e this ruin be under thy
hand.

7 In that day shall he swear, saying, I will not
be an healer; for in my house s neither bread
nor clothing : make me not a ruler of the people.

8 For Jerusalem is ruined, and Judah 1s fallen:
because their tongue and their doings are against
the Lorp, to provoke the eyes of his glory.

O § The shew of their countenance doth wit-
ness against them ; and they declare their sin in
Sodom, they hide # not. Woe unto their soul’
for they have rewarded evil unto themselves.

. 'The prophet plainly shews by these verses, that the sin is universal.
All ranks and all orders of the people are involved in the same sin, and
consequently the same punishment. It is a melancholy state of the
church, in all ages, when sin like a disease, runs through all: and it may
be said, Like pricst like people. In such a state, men will look to any
thing, yea to nothing, for countenance ; and having forsaken the Rock
of ages, would take confidence in the reeds-of Egypt. Blessed Jesus!
give me to see, in the darkest hour, that thou alone canst be a defence
for thy people.

10 Say ye to the righteous, that o shall be well
with him: for they shall eat the fruit of their
doings. ,

11 Woe unto the wicked! é shall be ill with
him : for the reward of his hands shall be given
him. \
How sweet and precious doth the former of these verses come in,
after the preceding relation!  And how bitter and alarming the latter!
Reader, depend upon it, such will be the striking distinction in that day
which shall come, and which shall burn as an oven, Malachi, iv. 1, 2.
Both in public and private visitations, the people of God are secure. ' It
must be well with the justified soul in Christ. So Paul hath said under
the Holy Ghost, and so the Lord’s people know. Romans, viii. 33, 34.
Malachi, iii. 17, 18.

12 € As for my people, children are their
oppressors, and women rule over them. O my
people, they which lead thee cause zhee to err, and

destroy the way of thy paths. |

13 The Lorp standeth up to plead, and stand-
eth to judge the people. ,

14 The Lorp will enter into judgment with
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the ancients of his people, and the princes thereof:
for ye have eaten up the vineyards; the spoil of
the poor i in your houses.

15 What mean ye that ye beat my people to
pieces, and grind the faces of the poor> saith the
Lord God of hosts.

Reader L do not fail to observe, both indeed in this place, and through
the word of God at large, that amidst all the backslidings of Israel, the
Lord still keeps up the remembrance of their relationship. The name
is not lost; As for my people, saith the Lord. And how doth the Lord
expostulate with their enemies that cause thiem to stray: What mean ye,
that ye beat my people? Precious Lord Jesus! and dost thou not
plead witl: all our enemies in this way? And wilt thou not punish and
confeund them for the deliverance of thy people? That is a sweet scrip-
ture to this amount. Prov. xxii. 23.

16 9§ Moreover the Lorp saith, Because the
daughters of Zion are haughty, and walk with
stretched forth necks and wanton eyes, walking

and mincing as they go, and making a tinkling.

with their feet :

17 Therefore the Lorp will smite with a scab
the crown of the head of the daughters of Zion,
and the Lord will discover their secret parts.

18 In that day the Lorp will take away the
bravery of their tinkling ornaments about their
feet, and their cauls, and heir round tires like the
moon.

19 The chains, and the bracelets, and the
mufflers,

20 The bonnets, and the ornaments of the
legs, and the headbands, and the tablets, and the
ear-rings,

21 The rings, and nose-jewels,

22 The chanaeable suits of apparel, and the
mantles, and the wimples, and the crisping-pins,

23 The glasses, and the fine linen, and the
hoods, and the vails.

24 And it shall come to pass, that instead of

sweet smell, there shall be stink; and instead of

a girdle, a rent; and instead of well set hair, bald-



248 ISALAO. [cH. 111,

ness ; and instead of a stomacher, a girding of sack=
cloth; and burning, instead of beanty.

What a sad portrait is here drawn by the proplict, of the daughters of
Zion. Alas! how unsuiteble to Zion’s danghters, who are supposed io
be women professing godlicess. Reader! is not the present day very
sinilar to what is here said, of wantonness of conduct, nad fooseness of
dress, among our women 1  Tell it not in Gath! Iudeed. indeed, it is
a sad reproach. How oughbt parents, in religious families, to restrain every

_ thing in their children, which hath a tendency to inflame the passions,
and corrapt the heart. But let we throw a veil over the subject.’ I
would rccommend the apostie’s sweel advice on tliis point to our
females, 1 Peter, iil. 1— 4. .

25 Thy men shall fall by the sword, and thy
mighty in the war.

26 And her gates shall lament and mourn;g
and she being desolate shall sit upon the ground.

The chapter ends, as it began, and as one might reasonably suppese
would be the close; if sin reigns, sorrow must follow: for the wages of
sin is death. Blessed be God, who hath taken occasion, from the misery
of our nature, to magnify the riches of his grace, and where sin fath
ebounded that grace should wmuch more abound; that as sin hath
reigned unto deaih, so might grace veign through righteousness, unlo
eternal life, by Jesus Christ our Lord, Romans, v. 20, 21.

ESSRNUEURERRT . —
REFLECTIONS.

PEaper, while these bumbling views of Israel’s transgi'essions are
before us, let us bring home the affeéting subject to our own hearts, and
we shall find cause to ery out with the apostle: Are we better than they?
Neo! in no wise ; for the scripture hath concluded (Il w:nder sin. We
ali partake in one conimon fallen nature, which in 1o instance, cither in
Jew or Gentile is free from sin. Reader, it is profitable at the reading
of every chapter, and upon every renewed view of the subject, to have
this in remembrance. May God the Holy Ghiost, give us both to see
and to know, and to have grace to make such improving reflections upon
all we read concerning sin, that our own hearts may be affected in the
consciousness of our own transgressious, while reading of the traus-
gressions of others, and in the general punishment, when the Lord of
Hosts doth at any time take away the stay and the st qff, our bread and
our water ; nof of the necessaries of life ouly, in the bread that perisheth
in usifig, but of the spiritual life, without which, we perish for ever: may
we hear lhe rod; and who hath eppointed it! Blessed Lord!l let all
thy chastisements be sanctified, and lead our hearts to thee, and not
from thee ; {or thou art the Lord our Ged, amidst all our rebellions and
all our backslidings.

Aund, Lord, in all thy dispensations, such as this chapter sets forth to
thine [srael, still manifest thyself 1o us, as thou didst to them, that thou
art the God of Israel, and hatest puttiug away. Andcthough the depar-
ture {from our Ged is general, in which tke mighty man and the man of
war, the child, and the ancient, are all alike involved in the transgression;
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and though the brotier of the house of our I'ather after nalure, cannot
heal, geither clothe, nor be our ruler; yet, precious Jesus, thou art a
brother born for adversity: therefore be thou our ruler, and let all our
ruin be brought under thy hand, and we shall be saved.

And will the Lord give grace to the dunghlers of Zion of the present
hour, that while reading, in the condact of those of the ancient house of
Lsrael, the immodest conduct which became so offensive in the eyes of
the Lord, they may have grace to make use of an apparel, suited to the
humble followers of the blessed Jesus. Lord! give every one among
those, who name the nane of Jesus, to study a modesty of dress suited to
the christian profession, and may they be adorned as the king’s dough-
ter, all glorious within. Oh Lord! do thou clothe out souis with thy
robe of righteousness, and we shall be then but little concerned how our
sinful bodies are adorned: but kaving food and raiment, be content.
Lord, do thou enable us all to put off the old man, which is corrupt,
according 16 the deceitful lusts, and be renewed in the spirit of our
mind : And do thou put on us the new man, which after God is created
in righteousness and true holiness.

CHAP. 1V,

CONTENTS.

This is @ most blessed, though short chapter, containing in its bosom
some precious vicws, and precious promises concerning Jesus, and the
blesscdness of his salvation, amidst the sins, and sorrows, and distresses,
which arise out of the fallen stute of our nature.

AN D in that day seven women shall take hold
A of one man, saying, We will eat our own
bread, and wear our own apparel: only let us
be” called by thy name, to take away our re-

proach. ‘
The day here spoken of, is, no doubt, meant to refer to the gospel
day. And the beauty of what is here said, will be very striking, if we
spiritually consider it. By the law of Moses, if a man martied more
wives than vne, he was obliged to keep the first in food and raiment,
Exod. xxi. 10. But the indulgence of corrupt passions always did, and
always will bring with it pusishment. What our blessed Lord said, con«
cerning the putting away of a wife, may be equally applied to the taking
more than one. It is for the hardness of men’s hearts, such things are
Produ(:ed, Matt. xix. 7, 8. But, dropping the consideration of the sub=
Ject, as referring -to mnatural causes, we shall have a lovely view of this
verse, if we read it in a spiritual sense.. Jesus is the husband of: his
church, which he calls his fair one, his spouse, his beloved! And, as the
«church at large is made up of isnamerable souls, what is here spoken of
Seven women, means a cerfain number, put for an indefinite number, to
intimate mauy. Now in that day of gospel grace, when Jesus and his
great salvation are reveaied to the soul, every, poor awakened sinner that
hears and knows the joyjul sound, shall come to lay hold of Jesus, pray-
Vor. V., - Kx
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ing to be called by his name. The eating their own bread, and wearing
their own apparel, is in allusion to the law of Moses, before referred to.
And precious souls, in their first coming to Christ, are all tinctured with
an idea of their doing somewhat to recommend them. Hence the first
question of the jailor at Philippi: What must I do 1o be saved? Acts,
xvi. 80. Longer acquaintance with themselves, and with the Lord Jesus,
humbles the soul with such confidences. It is blessed to perceive Jesus
in this sweet seripture. 1 need not add how effectually and fully the
reproaches of sinners ave taken off, when brought into a state of oneness
and union with Christ; when married to him, and he to them. Oh!
the blessedness of calling him the Lord our righteousness; and living
under him as the husband, the Ishi of his people, clothed with his justi-
fying garment of complete salvation. See Jerem. xxiii. 6. Hosea, ii.
16—20. Jerem. iii. 14. Isaiah, liv. 5, &ec.

2 In that day shall the branch of the Lorp
be beautiful and glorious, and the fruit of the
earth shall be excellent and comely for them that

are escaped of Israel.

The Holy Ghost is still harping upon that blessed string, the gospel
day, and comforting the church with the view of it.  Jesus is t/ie righ-
teous branch, which Jehovah declared he would raise up in Zion. Aund
as Jesus shall be glorious in every eye of his people, so his people which
are the fruits and effects of his great salvation, shall be lovely in him, and
to him also. See those scriptures, Zech. iii.. 8. vi. 12, 13. Isaiah,
xi. 1. Jerem. xxiii. 5, 0, and xxxiil. 16, 16. John, xv. 5.

3 And it shall come to pass, that he that is left
in Zion, and he that remaineth in Jerusalem, shall
be called holy, even every one that is written

among the living in Jerusalem :

How truly blessed and gracious is it, te see the provision the Lord
hath made for the recovery of sinners. Here the Holy Ghost speaks
not only of the blessings of redemnption to the church at large, but to
every individual redeemed soul in particular. He that is left, and every
one that is written, Yes, Jesus saith, Al that the Father hath given
me, shall come to me, John, vi. 37. And it was for this express purpose
Jesus saith, that the Father gave kim power over all flesk; that he
should give eternal life to as many as the Father had given him, John,
xvii. 2. Reader, are you questioning whether you are among the writ-
ten in the Lamb’s book of life? Rev. xiii. 8, Answer the iuquiry by
the tokens here given. A new and spiritual life is given to them in Je-
rusalem, the holy city, the church of the Lord Jesus. They are called
with an holy calling, net according to their works, but according lo
to his own purpose, and grace given in Christ Jesus, before the world
began, 2 Tim. i. 9.  And as many as were ordained to elernal life, be-
licved, Acts, xiii. 48. "Now then see by these infallible testimonies, whe-
ther your calling and election is sure, For as many as are led by the
spirit of God, they are the sons of God. And hence, in being saved
and called with an holy calling, not according to our works, but his
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grace; and in believing, having life in his name: surely these become
unquestionable evidences, that God hath chosen believers in him
before the foundation of the world, and that they should be holy and
without blame before him in love, 2 Peter, 1. 10. Romans, viii. 14,
Ephes. i. 4.

4" When the Lorp shall have washed away the
filth of the daughters of Zion, and shall have
purged the blood of Jerusalem from the midst
thereof, by the spirit of judgment, and by the

spirit of burning.

Here we have the blessed process of grace, by which the Lord will
accomplish the divine purposes of his love, in redeeming the souls of his
people. The daughters of Zion are here spoken of, as a representation
of the whole church of Jesus. So the church is ndmed Psalm, xlv.
10, 11.  This church is cousidered in her poliutions, such as she was
when Christ came to redecm her, Ezek. xvi. 3—6. Bnt when, in gos-
pel days, Jesus is come, and the fountain in his blood is opened to the
house of David, and the inhabitants of Jerusalem, for sin, and for un-
cleanness, then the filth of Zion shall be washed away, Zech. xii. 1.
1 John, i. 1—7. But how is this to be done? By the spirit of judg-
ment, and the spirit of burning ; meauing, that God the Holy Ghost,
in his seven-fold gifts, and by his gracious work on the heart, will "lo-
rify Jesus, in takmg of the things of Christ, and shewing their suitable-
ness to the poor sinner. Is the sinner’s heart hardened? 'The Holy
Ghost will be to him e spirit of judgment; convincing, converting,
enlightening, teaching him to feel his want of Jesus, and leading him to
Jesus. Are his affections cold, and in himself not disposed to seek after
salvation? The Holy Ghost will be to him a spirit of burmng, tor
warm, yea, five his very soul, in longings for Cbrist, that his sins may
be done away, and both his filth and his blood be purged, ‘and
purified from all uncleanness. Oh! the wonderful process of graee,
when God the Holy Ghost layeth judgment to the lme, and Ntrh-
teousness to the plummet, Isaiah, xxviii. 17,

5 And the Lorp will create upon every dwell-
ing place of mount Zion, and upon her assem-
blies, a cloud and smoke by day, and the shin-
ing of a flaming fire by night: for upon all the
0!01y shall be a defence.

6 And there shall be a tabernacle for a sha-
dow in the day time from the heat, and for a place
of refuge, and for a covert from storm and from
rain. _

How very lovely the chapter ends, as well as it began. The church
of Christ, which is married to Christ, and brought to call Jesus her

husband, when washed from all ber uncleanness, made comely from his
Kx 2 .
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comeliness, which he hath put upon her; and become holy in his holi-
ness, shall now be proteeted from all dangers arising from without, and
made blessed in all glory aud comfort within. Jesus himself will dwell
in her, and be both her glory and defence; both her sun and shield.
And this, not only in Zion at large, the whele church, which is Christ’s
body, but every individual, which forms one to constitute and make up
the whole. Upon every dwelling place of Mount Zion, every single fol-
lower of the Lord shall be thus blessed, protected, aud inade both
happy and glorious in Jesus. And the Lord makes use of his ancient
plan of manifesting himself, as he did to Israel, in the wilderness. As
the pillar of cloud, and the pillar of fire, in the camp of Israel, indi-
cated the Lord’s presence with his people, so the Lord here alludes to
those symbols, that he will be with them now. Reader, blessed and
glorious as those tuhens, +f tae Lords being in the midst of Israel,
were in the church in the wilderness; fancy not that their advantages
were equal to ours. 'The woid of God's grace, and the covenant-en-
gagewents of Jehovah, render all outward signs unnecessary. That
single promise of our Jesus, confirmed to the heart, as it is, by the
Holy Ghost, sums up every other in one.  Lo! I am with you always,
even to the end of the world, Matt. xxviii. 20. Oh! thou dear Emma-
suel! God with us! God in our nature! Thy presence, and the union,
and oneuess of thy people with thee, makes every thing biessed! Thou
art indee ! all we secd: a didiag place from the wind, and o covert
Jrom the tempest, as rivers 'qf water in & dry place, and as the shadow
of & great yock in « weary land ! Isaiah, xxxii. 2.
e

‘REFLECTIONS.

BLESSED Jesus! how can T read the first verse of this chapter,
without instantly baving my mmd directed uuto ihee, as tu2 hu hand
of thy church and people? Thou hast indeed tal e anay v v proach,
. in having cailed us by thy name, and granted us wiace te celi b e wr

“Lord. But, dearesi Lord! I cannot say as the Jowisu wener o [
Wwill eat my own bread, and wear my own apparel.  No, theu e ad
bountiful bridegroom; I am in poverty and wretchediess too 4. ep to
do that. Thou art to me both the biead of life, an.i the zarment of
- salvation; aud therefore, Lord, botii feed me a.d ¢f-the me, a.. be
to me all T need ; for thow arl good and grarwus to all thai ca l upon
thee. And surely, Lord, in this day of gospel-grace, thou, blessed
Branch, wilt be most beautiful and glorious in every eve, both of thy
Father and thy people; and all that are engrafted in thee, and upon
thee, will bring forth fruit, that shall be excelient and comely. &

And oh! ye saints of my God! hail every oune of you who are the
written among the living in Jerusalem. Ye shall be called holy, in the
Holiness of Jesus. And he that hath provided, ar1 opened a fountain
for all cleansing, will wash away all filth from the daughters of Zion,
Yea, by the spirit of judgment, and by the spi:it of burnmg, will God
the Holy Ghost accomplish it, and manifest thereby, that it is not by
might, nor by power, but by the Spirit of the Lord.

Lord, do as thou hast said: Create upon families, and houses, and
churches, and people of thy redeemed, both glory and defence. Yea,
blessed Jesus! be thou thyself our glory and our defence, the Holy One
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of lisrael in the midst of us. Tor then shall we be in grace here, and
glory hereafier, the redeemed of the Lord, who dwell safely !

CHAP. V.

CONTENTS.

Under the beautiful similitude of a vine, and vincyard, the Lord
speaketh of his church. By reproof, and by entreaty, the Lord rea-
soneth with Israel on the sad subject of the church’s disobedience, and

setteth forth the Lord's patience and long-suffering.

OW will I sing to my well-beloved, a song
J. of my beloved touching his vineyard. M
well-beloved hath a vmeyard in a very fruxtful
hill :

Is not this God the Father, speaking to God the Son, as Mediator
and Head of the church, upon the subject of his people? Surely it is
the Father which hath given to his dear Son the church, and the church
to his Son; aund therefore it is here very properly called his vineyard.
Do not fail, my soul, to remark, in the opeuning-of this chapter, how the
Father spoaks of Jesus, and to Jesus. Heis the oily beloved of the
Father, full of grace aud truth. My soul, will it not prove, what of all
things thou must wish to have fully proved that one heart and one
soul, in this sense, distinguish God’s affection and thine; if God’s
beloved be thy bcloved, and God’s dear Son, be thy dear Saviour?

2 And he fenced it, and gathered out the
stones thereof, and planted it with the choicest -
viue, and built a tower in the midst of it, and
also made a wine-press therein: and he looked
that it should bring foith grapes, and it brought

forth wild avapos.

Observe now Cod speaks of the church, and the blessedness of
it. asi des situation, in a very fruitful hill: secondly, its security
from enemies of every kind, it is walled around: {Airdly, the soil in
which it was placed, all the stones being gathered out of it: and
Iastly, the choicencss of the vine. Reader, think of the grace, love,
mercy, an favour of all'the persons of the Godhead, towa ds our poor
ruined ndture, which are here set forth, under these several images!.
The wine-press aud the tower built in it, are so many farther proofs of
divine love; intimating the ordinances and institutions the Lord hath
set up from age to ae in his church. Oh! think what an awful state
that soul, that church is in; which ingtead of bringing forth the sweet
fruits of the Spirit, bringeth forth only the corruptions of unrenewed
nature, which like the wild gourd, in the prophet’s pottage, produceth
death, 2 Kings, iv. 39, 40.

3 And now, O inhabitants of Jernsalem, and
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‘men of Judah, judge, I pray you, betwixt me and
my vineyard.

4 What could have been done more to my
vineyard, that I bave not done in it? wherefore,
when I looked that it should bring forth grapes,
brought it forth wild grapes?

May we not suppose, that somewhat like this appeal, will be among
the judgments at the last day? And then it will be found, that the soul
that is Christless now, will be speechless then. .

5 And now go to; I will tell you what I will
do to my vineyard: I will take away the hedge
thereof, and it shall be eaten up; and break

down the wall thereof, and it shall be trodden
down:

6 And I will lay it waste: it shall not be
pruned, nor digged; but there shall come up
briars and thorns: I will also command the clouds
- that they rain no rain upon it.

7 For the vineyard of the Lorp of hosts is the
house of Israel, and the men of Judah his pleasant
plant; and he looked for judgment, but behold

oppression; for righteousness, but behold a cry.

Was not this awful judgment actually inflicted, when Israel became
unchurched atthe siege of Jerusalem?  That it is more than a’parable,
this passage fully explains. And, therefore, there is no period in the
history of Israel like that, which took place, agreeably to our Lord’s
own prediction, by the army of Titus Vespasian, Luke, xxi, 5—11.
How pathetically did the prophet mourn over the event of the.-Babylo-
nish captivity, under the same similitude, Psalm, Ixxx. 8—16. And,
Reader, mark the concluding verses of the same Psalm, and take no-
tice how the church calls upon the Lord, to look to Jesus for the reco-
very of his church and people. Surely there is much gospel in that
Psalm. :

8 9 Woe unto them that join house to house,
that lay field to field, till 7here be no place, that

they may be placed alone in the midst of the
earth! ‘

Here is'a solemmn woe denounced against carnal pursuits; and yet
who feels restrained by it? My soul, you need not look abroad into
the world, for examples of the unprofitableness of sin: in thyself thou
mayest but too often find the sad wild grapes, which grow upon this
thorn hedge of a worldly planting. Alas! what disappointment and

bitterness spring out of every desire that is not formed in Jesus, and
sanctified by Him.
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9 In mine ears said the Lorp of hosts, Of a
truth many houses shall be desolate, even great
and fair, without inhabitant.

10 Yea, ten acres of vineyard shall yield one
bath, and the seed of an homer shall yield an
ephah. :

The prophet speaks with confidence, concerning the issue of worldly
minded men in their pursuvits, because the Lord said it, and so plain, as
when a man whispers in the ear of another. It is a general intimation
that nothing of the kind shall prosper. Their houses shall be unin-
habited, and their product nothing ; yea, in measure shall they fail.
Ten acres of vineyard, which; when fruitful, might be supposed to yield
many hogsheads of wine, shall give out but one bath, which makes about
eizht gallons ; and in their seeds an omer, which is in quantity a bushel,
shall yield but an ephah, that is the tenth part of a gallon. Such
hath ever been, andl will be more or less, the disappointments of the
carnal.

{

11 9 Woe unto them that rise up early in the
morning, that they may follow strong drink ;
that continue until night, #/ wine inflame them!

12 And the harp, and the viol, the tabret, and
pipe, and wine, are in their feasts: but they re-
gard not the work of the Lord, neither consider
the operation of his hands.

13 ¢ Therefore my people are gone into capti-
vity, because they have no knowledge: and their
honourable men are famished, and their multitade
dried up with thirst. ,

14 Therefore hell hath enlarged herself, and
opened her mouth without measure: and their
glory, and their multitude, and their pomp, and
he that rejoiceth, shall descend into it.

15 And the mean man shall be brought down,
and the mighty man shall be humbled, and the
eyes of the lofty shall be humbled : ’

How striking are these expressions! Wine and dancing, revelling
and mugic, rioting and sensuality, bring on their own punishments. Hell
and the grave yawn to receive those who kill themselves by intempe-
rance. Both poor and rich, in their different means of gratification,
fall under the same sins, and are alike cut off in their transgression,
Here is an awful picture of a fallen state. Alas! every age produceth
but the same. See a similar representation, Amos, vi. 1—7,

'
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16 But the Lorp of hosts shall be exalted in
judgment, and God that is holy shall bv sanctlﬁed
i righteousness.

17 Then shall the lambs feed aftex their man-
ner, and the waste places of the fat ones shall

strangers eat,

Hele is a sweet break to the sad dCCOllllf which, like some herbage to
the traveller over a desert, comes in to our relief in these verses. Jesus
will be exalted in the hearts of his redeemed, in the worst of times.
And the fold of his flock shall be satisfied with his goodness. Reader,
this may be every day seen in the midst of the world’s pursuit. The
church of Christ'is fed, supported, and refreshed; let sinners, among
the carnal, prosecute their evil coures as they please.  While the din-
ner parties, and the midnight revellings of the world, are going on; the
people of God have their prayer-meetings, and their public ordinances
also. Malachi, iii. 16.

18 Woe unto them that draw iniquity with
cords of vanity, and sin as it were with a cart
rope:

19 That say, Let him make speed, and hasten
his work, that we may see 2 : and let the coun-
sel of the Holy One of Israel draw nigh dl]d
come, that we may know é/

20 € Woe unto them that call evil good, and
good evil; that put darkness for light, and light.
for dar kness ; that put bitter for swee” and sw cct
for bitter! ‘

21 Woe unto them that are wise in their own
eyes, and prudent in their own sight!

22 Woe unto them that are mighty to drink
wine, and men of strength to mmole strong
drink : :

23 Which justify the wicked for reward, and
take away the righteousness of the righteous from
him!

24 Therefore as the fire devoureth the stubble
and the flame consumeth the chaff, so their root
- shall be as rottenness, and their blossom shall go
up as dust: because they have cast away the law
ot the Lorp of hosts, and desplbed the word of

the Holy One of Israel.
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25 Therefore is the anger of the Lorp kindled
against his people, and he hath stretched forth his
hand against them, and hath smitten them: and
the hills did tremble, and their carcases were torn -
in the midst of the streets. For all this his anger
is not turned away, but his hand s stretched out
still. -

Here are accounts of still increasing wickedness, and woes of still
increasing misery. Reader, in the present Christ despising generation,
doth not the prophet’s representation suit, as though written for the
very purpose? Is there not one and the same family feature? Alas}
how fallen is our natnre: how general, yea, universal, the taint of evil?
Is it to be wondered at, that sorrows abound, where sin so much
abounds? Let the Reader, if by grace happily preserved from such
daring impiety, not overlook, nor forget, to what cause to ascribe it.
1 Cor. iv, 7.

26 9 And he will lift up an ensign to the na-
tions from far, and will hiss unto them from the
end of the earth: and, behold, they shall come
with speed swiftly.

27 None shall be weary nor stumble among
them; none shall slumber nor sleep; neither shall
the girdle of their loins be loosed, nor the latchet
of their shoes be broken:

28 Whose arrows are sharp, and all their bows
bent, their horses hoofs shall be counted like flint,
and their wheels like a whirlwind :

29 Their roaring shall be like a lion, they shall
roar like young lions: yea, they shall roar, and
lay hold of the prey, and shall carry it away safe,
and none shall deliver #.

30 And in that day they shall roar against them
like the roaring of the sea: and if one.look unto
the land, behold darkness and sorrow, and the

light is darkened in the heavens thereof.

Methinks I would read these verses with a twofold aspect. God had
said by the prophet, in a preceding chapter; Say ye to the righteous,
that it shall be well with him; while to the wicked, it shall be ill witk
him, chap, iii. 10, 11. And may we not make application of what is
here said, in both senses? The Lord will lift up an ensign for his peo-
ple, in the same moment that he will lift up an ensign for destruction to

Yor. V., L
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his éuetpies. And when Jesus, the glorious ensign of his people’s
redemption comes, it is both for vengeance and for salvation. See chap.
xi. 10. and chap. Ixiii. 4.

e ANt

REFLECTIONS.

READER, let us mark from the perusal of this chapter, thetwo
great leading points contained in it; the grace, andvmercy, and loving-
kindness of the Lord; and the fallen, corrupt, aud wretched state of
man. Both views are here presented to us: and both open to very
solemn and improving subjects. -

How exactly answering to the love of-God to his people, is the
description the prophet hath given of the church, under the similitude
of a vine. Culling his people out of Egypt, forming them into a
church, and planting them in Canaan; casting out the nations before
them, and watering them continually with his blessing: these things
are strongly shadowed forth under the images of planting, gathering out
the stones, makisg a fence, and causing the clouds, and the rain, and
the sun, to shed their influences.—Reader, look at Jesus, that plant of
renown! Behold in the wonders of redemption, what God hath
wrought. And then take a view of what hath followed in all genera-
tions of the church: when the Lord looked that Ais vineyard should
bring forth grapes, wherefore brought it forth wild grapes.

Reader, it will be your wisdom and mine, while contemplating in
this chapter the riches of grace, in the Lord’s forbearance and lon
suffering to his people, to look into our own history, and behold what
correspondence we can find there, with what is here said of God’s
antient people. Oh for grace to make such improvements from the
whole, as to sec that all our mercies are in Jesus. It is for him, and
his righteousness, his atoning blood and salvation, that the world conti-
nues. Bat for his gracious interposition, the whole earth would have
been as Sodom, and we should bave been like unto Gomorrah. Lord!
\isit thy church, thy vineyard, thy people. Oh take unto thee, Lord
Jesus, thy great name, and as thou hast wrought out salvation for us, so
work salvation in us. Behold the purchase of thy blood, and for thine

-own sake turn to thy people a pure language, that they may all call upon
thee with one consent. Twrn us again, O Lord God of hosts, cause
thy face to shine, and we shall be saved.

¥

Y

: CHAP. VL

CONTENTS.

The prophet in this chapter is soaring very high in visions and revelations
of the Lord.  Here is much of Jchovak's grace, in the glories of the Re-

dcemer’s person and kingdom, in this Chapter. ~The prophet gives the date
of it also.

N the year that king Uzziah died I saw also

the L.oRrD sitting upon a throne, high and lifted
up, and his train filled the temple.
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Wherefare the prophet was so particular as to put down the precise
time, when the Lord favoured him with this gloribus vision, which he
relates in this chapter, is not said ; but from the strong impressions it
made upon his mind, it was indeed impossible, that he himself should
ever forget it. Jacob at Bethel, and Mosesat Horeb, where the visions
of God began with them, could neither of them ever lose the remem-
brance of the time or'place to all eternity. Reader, you and I have our
spots, our Bethels of remembrance also, I iope. They are sweet things
in the believer’s recollection. The year that Uzziah died, was meme-
rable, 2 Chron. xxvi. 21—23. But whal we are most highly interested
to observe, in the relation of this vision of the prophet, is the intention
of it, and for what purpose the account of it is handed down iu all ages
to the church. Thisis the grand point for us to attend to, that what
Isaiah hath here recorded, under the Spirit of the Lord, we may take
home to ourselves, and by the lively exercises of faith, behold our in-
terest in it. May God the Holy Ghost thus unfold its glories to our
hearts. He tells us, that in this vision, he saw the Lord, -high and
lifted up, and his train filled the temple. Now, Reader, 1 pray you to
turn to that blessed chapter of John the Evangelist, where the Holy
Ghost hath decidedly explained the relation of the prophet, and made
application of it to the person and glories of the Lord Jesus Christ, as
the Mediator and Head of his people; These things said Esaias, when ke
saw lus glory and spake of him, John, xii. 41. Hence the Lord, whom
the propliet saw, was the Lord Jesus Christ, in his mediatorial glory.
Aund this serves at ouce to unfold, and explain to us a thousand things
of the highest moment to our joy and comfort, to have right apprehen-

sions concerning, for it throws a light upon all those other scriptures,
where the visible appearance of the Lord is spoken of, and which from’
other scriptures compared with them, we othierwise could not explain,
As for example, it is'said, Exod. xxxiil. 11, that the Lord spake unto
DMoses face to fuce, as @ man speaketh unto ks friend.  So again, Exod.
xxiv. 9, 10, Moses and Aaron, Nadab and 4bitu, and scvénty of theelders
of Israel, went up into the mount : and they saw the God of Fsruel! Yet
in all the parts of scripture, we find one uniform account given, of the
impossibility of seeing Jehoval’s face, and live, Exod. xxxiii, 20. 1
Tim, vi. 16. How are these scriptures 10 be reconciled ?  The Evange-
list John hath done it in a single verse: No men hath scen God at any
time: the only begotten Son, which is in the bosom of the Father, he hath
declared him, John, i.18. Hence nothing can be more plain, than that
all the. manifestations God hath been graciously pleased to make of
himself in all ages of the church, hath been in theperson of his dear
Son, as the God-man Mediator, both before his incarnation and after;
as the Son of God was, (as he himself saith) set up from everlasting in
this glorious character, as the Head of his Church, so his glory in that
character, was frequently manifested to the Church, and to special ser-
vants in the church. What a blessed thought to the Church, and to
the people, e Lord sitting upon a throne, high and lifted up, which
Isaiah saw, was Jesus. Heunce, Keader, what unanswerable testimonies
are found in this oue scripture, to the Godhead of your Lord. Surel
it never can be questioned whether he be possessed of all divine attn-
butes, that was thus seen upon a throne i heaven. Surely none, if
they thought aright, would doubtlthe sovereignty and eternity of his na-

. L2 K .
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ture and essence, who thus sat on a throne, as if to intimate both his
power, and glory, and government, and dominion. And how blessedly
are’ those sweet words of our Lord Jesus explained by this very scripture :
What and if ye shall see the Son of man ascend up where he was before 2
John vi. 62. So again: No man hath ascended up to heaven, but he that
came down from heaven, even the Son of man which is in heaven, John, iii.
13. Blessed Jesus, we thank and adore thee for these gracious manifes-
tations of thyself. Oh let the train of thy graces fill our souls, as the
train of thy glory filled the temple, Rev. v, 6. iii. 21.

2 Above it stood the seraphims: each one
had six wings; with twain he covered his face,
and with twain he covered his feet, and with twain
he did fly.

-3 And one cried unto another, and said, Holy,

holy, holy, s the Lorp of hosts : the whole earth
2 full of his glory.

4" And the posts of the door moved at the voice

of him that cried, and the house was filled with
smoke, : '

From the light thrown upon this blessed vision, in the other parts of
scripture, as before shewn, and all evidently and plainly directed te
prove that it is the person of Christ, who manifested himself to the pro-
phet; we shall now be the better able to enter into an apprehension of
all that follows ; that is, as far at least as our capacities are enabled tq
go in the subject; and I hope that both writer and reader, will find
cause to adore Jehovah, in his threefold character of person, in and
through the only medium by which we can approach to adere him, even
this glorious God-man Mediator, for.such gracious and saving discove-
ries of himself. The seraphim, which are here said to have stood above,
Paul calls the cherubim of glory: consequently they are not angels,
Heb. ix. 15. A reference to other scriptures, will, I think, prove that
they cannot mean angels. The first account we have of a subject like
this in Isaiah’s vision is Geen. iii. 24, where cherubim and a flaming sword,
are said to have been placed at the east of the garden of Eden. In
Levit. xvi. 2, Jehovah saith, I will appearin the cloud on the mercy-
seat. In the prgphecy of Ezekiel, chap. i. the vision he saw of the
glory of the Loxd, was under the similitude of four living creatures.
And as an explanation of this astonishing vision, John, the beloved
apostle, in the view of heaven opened, which he was favoured with, saw
four beasts in the midst of the throne, apd round about the throne, Rev.
iv. 6. Now angels are no where said in scripture to be in the midst of
the throne. What those seraphim in Isaiah’s vision are, I do not pre-
sume to say: but I humbly conceive, from the frequent mention made
in seripture of them, apd especially as having the face of a man joined in
the representation, and this from the very opening of th« word of God,
at the garden of Eden, to the close of it in the Revelation; that it is
intended to set forth the divine glory: and at the same time to shew
that the only access to Jehovah for fallen man, is in and through the
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person, glory and grace of the Lord Jesus Christ. The word itself,
Seraphin, which is plural, means Burners. And this will not be found
unsuitable to the idea, that they represent the glory of the Lord, in
and threugh a Mediator; for the Holy Ghost hath by the apostle, de-
clared, that our God #s a consuming fire, Heb. xii. 29.  And the hymno
sung, which Isaiah heard, 1 humbly conceive, was not sung by the sera-
phim, but the heavenly lost; similar to that song, which John heard,
of redemption  They that sung it were neither the beasts nor the el-
ders: for Jesus tgok not upon him the nature of angels. The song of re-
demption could only be sung by the redcemed from among men. See
the words of the song itself, Rev. v. 9, 10. Respecting the wings of
the seraphim, it is worthy remark, that nothing 1s said of their form.
If upon the supposition that they themselves are designed as symbols of
God in Christ, there will be no dithiculty in the appreliension concern-
ing those wings. The Lord is veiled to his people in covering; and
swiftness to fly to their help and salvation ; and yet, in the dispensations
of his providence, his path is hidden : these may be easily understood as
emblematically represented. Concerning the infinite holiness of Jeho-
vah, which the hymn celebrated, every part of scripture concurs in the
testimony. And in nothing more, than by the wonders of redemption,
God never took a more decided method to impress his creatures with a
due sense of the holiness of his nature, than by the death of Christ. In
that one act, a greater display was made of the holiness of Jehovah,
than if all creation had been offered up in sacrifice. It spake in the
loudest voice, that rather than the Lovd’s holiness shall be tarnished, the
holy child Jesus shall die. The effect wrought in heaven, by the voice
of him that cried, may serve to shew the infinite awfulness of the divipe
Eresence, even in mercies. Reader, think what a solemn thing it must

e to have to do with God, even when God is coming forth to bless.
Oh the tremendous state of unregenerated sinners, when the Lord comes
forth to judgment! :

5 Then said I, Woe i me! for T am undone;
because I @ a man of unclean lips, and I dwell.in
the midst of a people of unclean lips: for mine
eyes have seen the king, the LorD of hosts.

Here we sce, even in God’s own servant, what trembling is induced
in a near apprehension of God's presence. Men may think lightly of
sin, who never felt the galling chain of it ; and sonie poor unav&a'akened
sinners, who have never ascertained what righteousness is, by the divine
standard, may fancy much of themselves, and of their own righteous-
ness; but when a soul hath once seen God in Christ by faith, and Jesus
expiating sin by no less a sacrifice than himself, then all self-compla-
cency and self-righteousness fall to the ground. Reader, I pray you
look at Isaiah in this view of him, and hear his confession ; then turn
to observe Jol’s account of himself, Job, xlii. 5, 6 ; and then hearken

“to the Lord’s testimony of him, Job, i. 8; then look at David, the man
-after God’s own heart, Psalm li. 1—5; hearkenalso to Paul’s relation,
Rom. vil. 18, to the end: and if such views do not humble your soul to
. the very dust of the earth, depend upon it, it is because the Holy Ghost
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hath never convinced you of sin, and of righteousness, and of judgment ;
John, xvi. 8—11. ‘

6 Then flew one of the seraphims unto me,
having a live coal in his hand, which he had taken
with the tongs from off the altar: :

7 And he laid # upon my mouth, and said, Lo,
this hath touched thy lips; and thine iniquity is
taken away, and thy sin purged.

Reader! do remark with me, the infinite grace of the Lord! see
how, amidst all the sanctities of heaven, the case of a poor siuner upon
earth was taken notice of, and provided for. Depend upon it, the
Lord is continually so doing for all his people. By one of the seraphim
flying to Isaiah aud performing this act of grace, 1 confess thatI am but
the more strengthened in my belief, that the seraphim were representa-
tions of Jehovah in Christ. It is the office of the Holy Ghost to take
of the things of Jesus, and shew them unto the people. The altar can
mean no other than Jesus. And it is the blood of Jesus which alone
cleanseth from all sin. But while I thus express my views of the pas-
sage, 1 desire to do it with the lowest reverence. I only humbly inquire
if it may not be so? Very, very far from speaking decidedly upon it.
Lord, take away the iniquity both of my lips and pen, as thou didst in -
mercy, remove the prophet’s guilt !

8 Also I heard the voice of the Lorbp, saying,
Whom shall I send, and who will go for us? Then

said I, Here am I; send me.

Here, if I mistake not, the subject. takes a different turn. Isaiah,
in the former part, relates what he had seen and heard in a special re-
lation to himself, and the Church, to whom he ministered : but here he
relates what he was witness to, in relation to a higher mission than that
of any among the sons of men. , He begins it with an alse, as if 1o dis-
connect what went hefore from whatnow follows: Also 1 heard the voice
of the Lord, saying, whom shall I send, and who will go for us? Let
the Reader consult those scriptures, where a consulfation is as it were set
forth between the persons of the Godhead, and then may the Lord en-
able him to determine for himself, (for'far be it from me to determine
for him) whether this be not a similar instance. 'Thus at creation, Gen.
i. 26. Soagain at the destruction of Babel, Geu. xi. 5,6, 7. And why
may we not suppose that this vision which the prophet Isaiah was fa-
voured with, was a representation given to the Church, through him, of
the conference at redemption? And if this be the case, itis Jests, and
not Isaiah who gives the answer, here am I, send me, see Psalm, xl 7—
10. Reader, pray consult those sweet scriptures, they will amply re-
ward your attention; and may the almighty Author of them himself ex-~
plain them! Isaiah, xlii. 1—8; then L. 5—0.

99 And hesaid, Go, and tell this people, Hear
ye indeed, but understand not; and see ye indeed,
but perceive not.
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10 Make the heart of this people fat, and make
their ears heavy, and shut their eyes; lest they
see with their eyes, and hear with their ears, and
understand with their heart, and convert, and be

healed.

Reader, pray attend to these verses: for so important are they con-
sidered in the gospel-church, that no less than six times are they taken
notice of, and referred to, in the after-writings of the scriptures. All
the Evaagelists quote them, and they are again.spoken of in the Acts of
the Apostles, and by the Apostle Paul, in his Epistle to the Romans.
See in proof, Matt. xiii. 14. Mark, iv. 12. Luke, viii. 10. John, xii. 39.
40. Acts, xxviii, 20, 27. and Romans, xi. 8. And what awful confirma-
tions have we of their truth, both in the word of God, and the experi-
ence of men in all ages! Even when Jesus himself, who spake as never
man spake, was the preacher ! )

11 Theo said I, Lorp, how long? And he
answered, Until the cities be wasted without inha-
bitant, and the houses without man, and the land
be utterly desolate, ,

12 And the Lorp have removed men far
away, aud there be a great forsaking in the midst
of the land.

Here the prophet, as if struck with what he had seen and heard, puts
in a question, and a solemn one it is: “ How long shall it be that the
enemy of souls shall triumph, and fallen man remain under the ruins of
his apostacy ?”  Hear what Jesus himself saith as mediator on this sub-
Jject, Isaiab, xlix. 4.  And how have his servants in all ages complained,
Jerem. xx. 9. John heard also the anxious question of the martyrs,
miuch to the same amount, Rev. vi. 9, 10.

13 € But yet in it shal/ be a tenth, and i shall
return, and shall be eaten: as a teil tree, and as
an oak, whose substance 7 in them, when they cast
their leaves : so the holy seed shall be the substance

thereof.

Oh what a verse of blessedness, what a promise full of Jesus and his
glory, is here! O for grace’to behold, and to enjoy Jesus in it! The
Jewish nation €ould not be destroyed, because Chirist, after the flesh,
was to spring out of the stock of Abraham: and oun his account the na-
tion shoulJd be saved. Itis, saith the Lord, but as a tenth, butasa
remnant; nevertheless, in that tenth, in that remnant, there is the holy
seed. Jesus is the substance contained in all, as the teil tree, or the oak,
in the acorii of which, from the first creation, all the subsequent oaks are
folded up. Precious thought ! In Jesus, from everlasting to everlasting,
1l his seed, his people, his children were deposited, and will be brought
orth from age toage, until the last is completed, Recader, was there
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ever a more blessed ' close to a most blessed chapter? O’ for grace to
bless the eternal Spirit for such a revelation! Now, Lord! we seewhy
it is, that sinners are preserved amidst all their undeservings. There is
one that standeth by and looketh on, and while to our eye there is no-
thing to be seen, but, like the withered blighted branch of the vine,
every thing is unpromising, and dead, and lifeless; yet thereis inite
tenth ; yea, Jesus is in it; Destroy it not, he saith, for a blessing is
in it. So, saith Jehovah, in his rich mercy and free grace, so will I do
Jor my servants’ sakes, that I may not destroy them all, 1saiah, xlv. 8. \

e RS I
REFLECTIONS.

My soul, close not the book: for the same Lord, the same Adonai,
yea thy Jesus is still upon his throne, as he was in the days of the pro-
phet, and thou by grace, through faith, as he by open vision, mayest
draw ni ‘h and behold him; for he calls upon thee, and upon all poor,
needy, perishing sinners, like thyself, to come hither and behold the
glory which he had with bis Father before all worlds. And do not’
forget that thy Redcemer’s throne is a throne of grace as well as glory,
on which Jesus sits to receive his poor, and to give out of his fulness.
And, for thy great encouragement, do not forget also, that while thou
art benefited by his grace, Jesus will be glorified in giving out to thy
necessities ; yea, God thy Father will be glorified in Jesus, whenever a
poor sinner is made blessed and happy in Jesus. Come then, my soul,
to_his throne, and let God be glorified in his Son, and Jesus be glori-
fied in thy salvation; in thy finding grace to kelp in every time of need.

And behold, my soul, the glorious seraphim above the throne, and
round about the throne, and let their appearance comfort and encourage
thee! Yea, let thy hyvmn go forth in the language of heaven: for
surely never, would the heavenly song have been handed down to earth,
if it had not been meant that the redeemed upon earth, from among
men, might learn and sing it. Cry aloud my soul, with holy joy, and
say, Holy, holy, holy, is the Lord of Hosts ; the whole earth is Jull of
his glory. -

But while thou art singing with a new-strung heart of redemption,
the song of heaveu, and the spirits of just men made petfect ; forget
not, O my soul, that thou art still a man of unclean lips, and that thou
dwellest in the midst of a people of unclean lips. Yes, precious Je-
sus, 1 would not only remember this, but through all eternity, never,,
never lose sight of it. Heaven itself will be more heaven to my soul
in the view, that from the brink of hell it was Jesus brought me. Thy
love, thy grace, thy pity, thy compassion, blessed Lord, is now the sole
cause of my song of grace, and will be my everlasting song of glory
to all eternity. Oh for the continual cleansing from off thine altar.
Lord Jesus! let the live coal be daily, hourly administered to purge
mine iniquity, and to make me clean in thy blood.

And O, my gracious God, grant me, grant thy Church, thy people
favour, that it may not be said, to the ministry of thy holy word
Hear ye indeed, bul understand not, and see yeindeed, but percel
not. Oh Lord! give to him that writes, and to him that reads, tl
hearing, the seeing, the understanding, the believing heart; that 1
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may both enter into the full enjoyment of this blessed vision, to tke
acknowledgment of the mystery of God, and of the Father, and of
Christ; in whom are hid all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge !
Lord! let it be found in our souls’ experience, and to our souls’ joy,
that there is in us, as in the teil tree and the oak, that glorious sub-
stance, the holy seed, even Jesus, in all his merits, blood, and righ-
teousness, for the salvation of our souls! May this be found our por-
tion, in the love and mercy of God our Father; the grace, blood,
and righteousness of Jesus Christ; and the fellowship and communion
of the Holy Ghost! Amen.

CHAP. VIL

CONTENTS. .
Part of this chapler is historical, and part prophetical. The dis-
tress of Jerusalem gives occasion to introduce o memorable prophecy
concerning Christ. The chapter closes with threatenings.
AND it came to pass in the days of Ahaz the
son of Jotham, the son of Uzziah, king of
Judah, ¢hat Rezin the king of Syria, and Pekah
the son of Remaliah, King of Israel, went up to~
ward Jerusalem to war against it, but could not
prevail against it.
2 And it was told the house of David, Saying,
Syria is confederate with Ephraim. And his
heart was moved, and the heart of his people, as

the trees of the wood are moved with the wind.

If the Reader will consult the corresponding scripture, in the his-
tory of the kings of Judah and Tsrael, he will find that a considerable
time had elapsed between the vision in the preceding chapter, and
the opening of this., It is not said, what year of Ahaz’s reign it was,
when those kings came up against Jerusalem. But it could net have
been less than sixteen or seventeen years afier Uszziah died : for the
whole reign of Jotham is passed over, and that continued sixteen
years, See 2 Kings, xvi, and 2 Chron. xxviii. The character of Ahaz
15 so largely given in those scriptures, that I refer the Reader to what
is said of him, and his impiety, in these places.

3 Then said the Lorp unto Isaiah, Go forth
now to meet Ahaz, thou, and Shear-jashub thy
son, at the end of the conduit of the upper pool
in the highway of the fuller’s field ; ‘ \

4 And say unto him, Take heed, and be quiet ;

fear not, neither be faint-hearted for the two tails
VoL.V, - MM
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. of these smoking fire-brands, for the fierce anger of .
Rezin with Syrla and of the son of Remaliah.

5 Because Syria, Ephraim, and the son of Re-
‘maliah, have taken evil counsel against thee, say-
ing,

6 Let us go up against Judah, and vex it, and
let us make a breach therein for us, and set a king
in the midst of it, even the son of Tabeal:

7 Thus saith the Lord Gop, It shall not stand
neither shall it come to pass. .

8 For the head of Syria & Damascus, and the
head of Damascus s Rezin ; and within threescore
and five years shall Ephraim be broken, that it be
not a people.

9 And the head of Ephraim s Samaria, and the
head of Samaria s Remaliah’s son. If ye will not

believe, surely ye shall not be established.

1 beg the Reader to remark with me, the Lord’s tender mercy to
his people. Surely in this history, as in a thousand others, the
Apostle’s words are fulfilled: Where sin abounded, grace did much
more abound ; Romans, v. 20. We hear nothing of Ahaz sending to
Isaiah, or himself calling upon the Lord ; but it is the Lord sending
to Ahaz. Grace must first be given, or there will be no moving of
the lreart to the Lord. Reader! ¢o remark the command of God to
the prophet, to take his son with him, when he sent him to imeet
Ahaz. The Lord sent the prophét, notwithstanding Abaz’s unde-
serving, with a message of comfort ; and perhaps the child’s being with
him, was intended as a sign; for his name seems to have been signifi-
cant of it. Shear Jashub unplles, a remnant to relurn. In the Old
Testament Scripture, the Lord’s servants were remarkable for giving
names to their children, according to the times, or special mercies.
received, by way of memorial. And no doubt, as oft as they looked
upon them,, it brought the pleasing circumstance afresh to recol-
lection, and called forth new praise. It were to be wished, that New
Testament saints would adopt the same plan: they would find the
Lord’s blessing upon it. Faith, in honouring God, will find God
honouring the exercise of it. If the Reader ‘Would wish to see in-
stances, I refer him to those scrlptures, Gen. xxviii. 19. 1 Sam. i. 20,
Psalm Ixx. in the title. Tt is not said what effect the prophet’s
message produced on the king’s mind ; but by what follows, we are
. led to admire and adore the Lord’s grace in bearing with sinners, who
slight his renewed mercies. Reader! do not fail to remark from it,
how, in all ages, sin and its hardening effects abound !

10 Moreover the LorbD spake again unto
Abaz, saying,
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11 Ask theea sign of the Lorp thy God; Ask
it either in the depth, or in the height above.

12 But Ahaz said, I will not ask, neither will
I tempt the Lorbp. ‘

13 And he said, Hear ye now, O house of
David ? Is it a small thing for you to weary men,
but will ye weary my God also?

14 € Therefore the Lorp himself shall give
you a sign; Behold, a virgin shall conceive, and
bear a son, and shall call lis name Immanuel.

15 Butter and honey shall he eat, that he may

know to refuse the evil, and choose the good.
Reader ! do not forget again, in the perusal of this most blessed
seripture, to observe how the Lord takes occasion” from man’s un-
worthiness to magnify the riches of his grace. So, indeed, the Lord
hath done from the beginning. The fall of Adam made way for
the coming of the Lord Jesus Christ. Oh! what wonders are found
in the subject of redeeming grace ! How blessed is it to see God’s gra-
ciousness ! The Lord had sent his servant, the prophet, on a message
to Ahaz, to comfort him, notwithstanding his transgressions, in the
prospect of his enemies coming up against his kingdom; and though
it doth not appear, that it had any effect upon the mind of Ahaz; yet
the Lord will speak to him again; and, if possible, in a yet more en-
dearing manner, bids him ask a sign, which might become the proof
of divine faithfuluess. But the king is deaf to all entreaty. Alas!
what creatures’we are, when void of grace; how lost and insensible,
even to the goodness and long-suffering of God! But though Ahasz
slights the Lord, the Lord will not slight his people; the sign shall
not be lost to the Church, for it is a most blessed one! And though
the king despised it, there were, no doubt, many of God’s hidden ones
to whom it proved, as the Lord designed it, a gracious support against
the rapidly approaching afflictions of the church. Since Ahaz will
not ask a sign, Jehovah will give the house of David a sign unasked :
yea, the Lord himself will give both the sign, and the blessing veiled
under the sign, frem his own free, unmerited, unsought-for goodness.
Behold then the astonishing sign! A virgin shall conceive, without
the use of the natural means of propagation; « son skall be born, with-
out the intervention of a human father ; and this wonderful child shall
be called by a name significant of his nature, as God and man in one
person, even Immanuel! And though so distinguished from all others,
yet in the common circumstances of life e shall be as others are;
butter and honey shall he eat; that is, he should be subject to all
the natural wants, and infirmities of manhood, sin only excepted.
Now all these marks and characters were signs indeed, which when
fulfilled in one and the same person, left no question remaining as to
whom the prophecy referred : and as they never were, nor ever could
be fulfilled in any other but the Lord Jesus Christ; how blessed
is it to trace the love of Godﬂ,'thus watching over the church, and
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thus opening to the church’s view the coming of her Lord, at an age

so distant and remole, as that in which the prophet Isaiah lived.

I only detain the Reader, to remark with me, the grace of God in

the sweet discoveries made of Jesus, from age to age: how, by

gradual means, from the first dawn of revelation, down to the very

moment of Christ’s coming, the Lord unfolded the wonders of his

person and character, like the light of the morning, shining more and

more unto a perfect day! To Adam it was said, that the Redecmer

should be of the seed of the woman; to Abralham, of his house and
family ; to Jacob, the tribe of which he should spring; in the time of
David, . many of his oftices, in his prophetical, priestly, and kingly

character, were foretold; and now in the days of the prophets, other

features were given: Isaiah in this place declares, that he should -
be born of a virgin; Micak is commissioned to tell the place of his

birth; Daniel the time: and thus the Lord prepared the church, by

little and little, to have clear conceptions both of his person and cha-

racter, that cvery soul might be on the look-out to hail and welcome
the coming Saviour!

16 For before the child shall know to refuse the
evil, and choose the good, the land that thou-
ablorrest shall be forsaken of both her kings.

1 have separated this verse from the whole passage going before,

from an idea, (though I presume not to say I am right) that it is not
connected with what is said concerning Christ, but as a sign to Isaial
concerning himself, and the events then pending in the church. Some
have translated the words, “ For before this child,” that is, his own
child, Shear-jashub, whom the Lord had commanded the prophet to
take with him to Ahaz, ¢ before this child was grown up,” the land
thou abhorrest shall be forsaken of both her kings.” And in confir-
mation of this as an history, it is remarkable, that about three years
after this preaching of Isaiah to Ahaz, as we read, 2 Kings, xv. 30,
Hoshea killed Pckalr the soir of Remaliah, and, 2 Kings, xvi. 9, the
king of Assyria slew Rezin : It should seem, therefore, that it was to
those events this verse referred, and not to Christ, with whom it should
seem it had no connection.
17 € The Loxrp shall bring upon thee, and
upon thy people, and upon thy father’s house,
days that have not come, from the day that
Ephraim departed from Judah; even the king of
Assyria.

18 And it shall come to pass in that day, thas
the Lorp shall hiss for the fly that s in the utter-
most part of the rivers of Egypt, and for the bee
that s in the land of Assyria.

19 And they shall come, and shall rest all of

them in the desolate valleys, and in the holes of
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the rocks, and upon all thorns, and upon. all
bushes.

20 In the same day shall the Lorp shave with
a razor that is hired, nwnely, by them beyond the
river, by the king of Assyria, the head, and the
hair of his feet: and it shall also consume the
beard.

21 And it shall come to pass in that day, that
a man shall nouarish a young cow, and two sheep ;

22 And it shall come to pass, for the abundance
of milk #hat they shall give that he shall cat but-
ter: for butter and honcy shall every one cat
that is left in the land. |

23 And it shall come to pass in that day, that
every place shall be, where there were a thousand
vines at a thousand sﬂ\'(’nn"s, it shall even be for
briers and thorns. ‘

24. With arrows and with bows shall men come’
thither; because all the ldud shall become briers
and thorns.

25 And on all hills that shall be dxtwod with tho
mattock, there shall not come thither the fear of
briers and thorns: but it shall be for the sending

forth of oxen, and for the treading of lesser cattle.
After the Lord had given the unspedkdblv blessed promise, con-
cerning the coming of Christ, that his people in those degenerate
times lnl"ht have comfmt he proceeds to his solemn thruuuxmos,
and most solemn and awful indeed they are. Ahaz, in his impicty,
had been looking to Assyria for help; and to purchase it, had robhed
the house of the Lord of the silver and gold, 2 Kings, xvi. 8. - The
Lord therefore tells him, that this very l\mw shall be the insttument of
" his ruin.  And “hereas he feared the weapons of men, the Lord wiil
make cven the flies of Egypt, and the bee of Assyria, those little
feeble insects, the instruments of his misery. Reader! think what a
state of ruin the sinmer is brought to, whose very comforts turn to
SOTTOWS § and in the things wherein Le chiefly pmposul to hunself
lmppmess ; the bitterness of all his afflictions abound! Ob! for grace
to read these things with a spiritual improvement, that we may Tearn
how dreadful it must be to have God for our fue, who can convert
our very blessings into curses, and make that which was intended
for good, be unto us an oceasion of falliug. The ruin by reason of-
sin, in the representation made in the elose “of the chapter, of sharving
the land of inhabitants, that briers and thorns come up; the brood of
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cattle restrained, and all the tokens of want and misery take place;
if read spiritually, may serve to shew how the mind is exposed and
laid open to every evil, where Christ is not. "Let Ephraim alone, he
is joined to his idols ; if the Lord saith thus of church or people, there
needs no more to the most finished misery. Lord! I would say for
myself and Reader, Ok! tae not away thine Holy Spirit from us!
Hosea, iv. 17. Psaim, 1i. 11.

,
REFLECTIONS.

ReADER! let us pass over every lesser consideration, to attend to
that blessed and most important prophecy, contained in this chapter,
concerning the incarnation of our Lord Jesus Christ. Though Abaz
refused to hear, and would not ask a sign of the Lord, let you and 1
receive this blessed sign, so graciously given to the church, and on
our hended knees, read and adore God in Christ, for so rich and pre-
cious a scripture. And now that we have lived to see the whole ful-
filled, yea more than fulfilled, in a thousand additipnal mercies, which
‘the Son of God hath brought with him, and with which he bath beau-
tified and comforted his church; oh! for grace to meditate in the
same, night and day; and to read hoth the prophecy and the accom-
plishment of it, under the Spirit’s teaching, until all the blissful con~
sequences included in it be incorporated in our hearts, and we discover
and enjoy our interest in all that belongs to our Jesus and his great
salvation!

Oh! thou dear Lord of thy church and people! Didst thou, the
glorious Ancient of days, condescend to become the babe of Beth-

" lehem? Didst thou, blessed Jesus, vouchsafe to be born for me, and
rather than the poorest of thy family should perish, wouldest become
man, and not abhior the virgin’s wombh? Obh! the preciousness of that
nane, that glorious gracious name Immanuel, which is more fragrant
than ointment poured forth! Never may 1 lose sight of it; never may
I go abroad, or remain at home, without bearing it about with me : it
tells me, my Jesus is God! Surely then he can save me; surely he wilf
save me! The work of redemption was not too great for him. Yea, it
gives eflicacy to all he did, and all he suffered. For now I see by it,
that all he did, and all he suffered, were the acts of God, mighty to
save. And sure I am, that he is able to keep that which I have
committed to him. God my Saviour will carry on, and complete, all
that remains to be done concerning me; how then shall I perish, or
come short of his glory? Oh! thou glorious Immanuel ! blessed
Jesus ! give me to hail thee for ever by this endeared name. And
moreover, as my Pedeemer is Immanuel, God with us; so is he Im-
manuel, God in our nature! Oh! what so near or so dear as Jesus;
who is bone of my bone, and flesh of my flesh? Lord, I pass by all the
aflinities of life; in comparison of thee: for thou fillest all, and art
nearer than all.  And-oh! how delightful the thought! that while my
soul finds such rapture in the consciousness of the relation ; Jesus will
not deny his poor relation, but condescends to own him. Yea, he
commands that I should be told, ke is not ashamed to call his people,
brethren? Precious, precious Jesus! And be thou adored, my Lord,
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for such a sign, in such a prophecy, given to the church, by thy ser-
vant, Thanks be to God! for his unspeakable gift.

CHAP VIIL

CONTENTS.

The. prophet is in this chapter opening a subject, concerning the
Juture troubles of fsrael and Judak, by reason of their sizs, and in a
spirit of prophecy pointing out the destruction of loth kingdoins, which
should be accomplished. “But the loving-kindness and grace of God
mingles great promises of mercy, in the midst of judgment ; and all in
aliusion to Christ.

x/ OREOVER the Lorp said unto me, Take
e thee a great roll, and write in it with a
man’s pen concerning Maher-shalal- hash-baz.

2 And I took unto me faithful witnesses to
record, Uriah the priest, and Zechariah the son
of Jeberechiah.

3 And 1 went unto the prophetess; and she
conceived, and bare a son. Then said the
Lorp to me, Call his name Maher-shalal-hash-
baz.

4 For before the child shall have knowledge
to ery, My father, and my mother, the riches

of Damascus, and the spoil of Samaria, shall be

taken away before the king of Assyria.

The prophet is commanded to commlt to writing what he had to
deliver. We have reason to bless God for this appomtment, by which
scripture records have been handed down to us. We find several pro-
phets speaking of it, Jerem. xxxvi. 2, 28. Hosea, viii. 12; and he that
scems to have represented the Prince of the prophets, is said to have
had a writer’s inkhorn by his side, to mark his people, Ezek. ix: 2.
Precious Jesus! may it be found, that thou hast written my name
in thy book of life; Luke, x. 20. No doubt, this scripture record of
Isaiah was very welghty, for the Lord gave a name to it, and com-
manded the prophet to call his son by the same name, Maher-shalal-
hash-baz ; which in the nearest sense of the words signifies, « muking
speed to the spoil; like one that hastens to lay hold of his prey m
battle. And thus doubled as it were to the prophet’s mind, Isaiah
was taught himself the certainty that the Lord would_accomplish
what he had pronounced. His child should never be named without
bringing with him a fresh memorandum. Concerning those witnesses
he took with him, to record what he had written at the Lord’s com-
mand in the roll, the Prophet calls them faithful witnesses; by which
I presume he meant, men in office, who could not afterwards depart
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from what they had subscribed their hands to; for one of those men,
Uriah the priest, as we read 2 Kings, xvi. ],0-l(' proved verv unfaith-
Jul to the Lord, in setting up an altar after the pattern of 1he idola-
trous altar which Ahaz blouoht from Damascus. But probably this
act of Uriah was after this prophecy of Isaiah. The same scripture
gives an account of the fulfilment of Isaial’s prophecy, 2 Kiugs,
xvi. 9.

5 9 The Lowrp spake also unto me again,
saying,

6 Forasmuch as this people refuseth the waters
of Shiloah that go softly, and rejoice in Rezin and
Remalialt’s son:

7 Now therefore, behold, the Lorp bringeth
up upon them the waters of the river, strong and "
many, even the king of Assyria, and all his glory :
and_ he shall come up over all his channels, and go
over all his banks:

8 And he shall pass through Judal; he shall
overflow and, go over, he sha]l reach even to the
neck; and the stretching out of his wings shall fill

the breath of thy land, O Immanuel.

In these verses the prophet is led to speak of great things, reaching
far and near. Under the figure of waters and rivers, kingdoms and
einpires are.represented.  The waters of Shiloah which are said to go
softly, mean the Lord’s tender dealings with his people; but sinners
are lm)kuw to an arm of flesh; gndt pames among men, like Rezin
and Remnlmh s son, are what they are seeking after. Ience, saith the
Lord, by those very persons shall Judal’s punishment come. And
this was fulfilled, when, as we read in the writings of this same prophet
Isaiah, chap. xxxvi. xaxvil. Sennacherib besieged Judah. See the
corresponding history, 2 Kings, xiil. xix. But what I more particu-
larly beg the Reader to remark with me, is, that part of this scripture,
whieh hath a reference to Christ.  The prophet keeping his eye, as it
were, upon the map oi the Holy Land, where the Lord Jesus, in after-
ages, should set up lis standard, beholds, in the mezn time, the ravages
of the Assyrian army, which the Lord would permit to come up over
it, for the punishment of his people ; and rapt into future times, he
beholds, with the eve of faith, the glorious events to be accomplished
by Jesus, and cries out, “ Tlicenemy will pass through Judah; yea, he
shall fill thy laud, O Inmanuel!” Reader! pause over this sweet
seripture, for it is most sweet; conceive how full of Christ’s glory,
must have been Isaiali’s mind! He knew that this was the very sacred
spot of ‘the whole earth, where, in the fulness of time, Jesus would
be born, and accomplish salvation by his blood and righteousness.
And therefore, while under the full influence of the spirit of prophecy,
he saw, and was delivering to the then church, tke prediction of the
ruin and overthrow the enemies of Judah and Jsrael would accomplish,
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by the Lord’s appointment, as the punishment of their sins; yet the
Prophet’s mind, looking beyond those times, to the days of Christ,
breaks out in the midst with an address to Jesus; it is as if he had
said; « So great, so overwhelming will be the Lord’s judgments, by
- the hands of enemies, over his own beloved land and people, that I see
thy Zion, O Immanucl, thy beloved Jérusalem,, covared over even to
the neck, by the stretching of lus wings !” Reader! look at the subject
also in a spiritual sense ; and behold how the whole nature of man, as
well as his land, hath been over run by the great enemy of souls;
and then think of tke mercies wrought by our Immanuel, in having
bound the strong inan armed, even Satan, when subduing our nature,
and briuging forth our souls from his captivity ! Luke, xi, 21, 22.

9 9 Associate yourselves, O ye people, and ye
shall be broken in pieces; and give ear, all ye of
far countries; gird yourselves, and ye shall be
broken in pieces; gird yourselves, and ye shall
be broken in picces. '

10 Take counsel together, and it shall come to
nought 5 speak the word, and it shall not stand :
for God is with us. :

Here are blessed encouragements given to God’s people, in the
midst of impending judgments. It is as if the proplet had said,
¢ The Lord’s punishment of Judah, as a nation, is inevitable; it
shall come; all attempts to alter his purpose will be vain. Look
therefore neither to young nor old, to counsel nor strength, for al}
wilt fail; Lut repose in the Lord. God is with us: He whose name
is Immancel, will come in due time. And in the mean season, as
ke is to be born of a virgin, and from among his people; the holy seed,
shail be the substance thereof,” chap. vi. 13. Reader! let you and I
always take comfort, in the worst of times,.and under the darkest dis-
pensations, in the recollection of this. If Jesus be with us, there is a
blessing in it, though our state be as the withered grape, Isaiah, Ixv. 8.
Say, as the wife of Manouh : If the Lord werve pleased to kill us, he
would not have accepted Christ at our hands; Judges, xiii. 23. Pre-
cious Lord Jesus! it is thou that art the hope of Israel, and the Sa-
viour theregf, Jeremiah, xiv. §. ‘

11 ¢ For the Lorp spake thus to me with a
strong hand, and instructed me, that I should not
walk in the way of this people, saying, ,

12 Say ye not, A confederacy, to all them to
whout this people shallsay, A confederacy ; neither
fear ye their fear, nor be afraid.

13 Sanctify the Lorp of hosts himself; and
let himn be your fear, and let him be your dread.

14 And he shall be for a sanctuary ; but for a
VoL. V. NN
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stone of stumbling, and for a rock of offence, to
both the houses of Israel, for a gin and for a snare
to the inhabitants of Jerusalem. ‘
15 And manv among them shall stumble, and
fall, and be broken, and be snared, and be taken.
16 Bind up the testimony, seal the law among
miy disciples.

' I pray the Reader to observe with me, the tender care of God over
his people, in times of general calamity. In these verses, the Prophet
is commissioned to comfort the Lord’s mourners ; and a precious word
of comfort he gives. The Lord speaking to the prophet with a strong
band, intimates the strong impression made on the prophet’s mind, by
what the Lord said. As if he had said, « Tell my people, in the midst
of those sinners, not to fear the general tidings of evil, neither shall
they seek to form alliances with any : but let them sanctify me in their
hearts, and make me their fear and their confidence; and they shall
find that the fear of God will drive out the fear of man, as the fire of
the sun will put out the fire.of the hearth; or as the ocean will swallow
up allrivers.” Oh! that God’s people, in all ages, were to adopt the
same divine plan, But I beg the Reader not to overlook, in these
verses, besides this general direction, another special mercy marked:
I mean in the features of Him, who is.promised as a sanctuary. The
very characters by which ke is here revealed most fully point him out:
He who is to be for a sanctuary to his people, is to be to others, for
e stone of stumbling, and for a reck of ¢ffence. Now who can hesitate
a moment to discover the Lord Jesus in these distinguishing charac-
ters? If there were any doubt on this subject, the scriptures of the
New Testament would fully explain it: Simeon was commissioned by
the Holy Ghost to tell Mary, that Jesus was set for the fall and
rising again of many in Israel, and for a sign which should be spoken
ggainst. Luke, ii, 34; the:Apostle Paul calls Jesus expressly by this
vame, ¢ stumbling-stone and rock of offence, Rom. ix. 33; Peter speaks
to the same amount, and both in reference to this very prophecy, and
to another to the same purport in Isaiah: compare Isaiab, xxviii. 16,
with 1 Pet.ii. 6, 7, 8. Yea, Jesus himself makes reference to the
same, in his conversation with the Jews; and as Isaiah saith in this
passage, that many among the people of Judah shall stumble and fall,
and be broken; so Christ explains how by falling or stumbling on this
stone, viz. himself, which God the' Father had laid in Zion, Mait.
xxi. 42—44. And, Reader, mark what the Prophet saith at the close
of this paragraph, at the Lord’s cominand, to bind up the testimony,
and seal the law among his disciples What can be more gracious, on
the part of God; or what more blessed to do, on the part of the be-
liever? Oh! Lord, help me to have recourse to thy blessed word
at all times, for the unalterable testimony of thy truth; and in the
experience of it in my own soul, to set to it my poor seal also, ¢hat
God is true; John, iii. 33.

17 And 1 will wait upon the Lorp, tflat hideth
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his face from the house of Jacob, and I will look

for him. ,

It should seem that this is the prophet’s own-testimony and his own
resolution, in the calamitous times coming upon the church. In the
prospect of the coming Saviour, under all apparently frowning pro-
vidences, he will still look for smiling mercy.

18 Behold, I and the children whom the Lorp

hath given me are for signs and for wonders in

Israel from the Lorp of hosts, which dwelleth in

Mount Zion.

We have authority from the Holy Ghost, to make application of
these words to the person of the Lord Jesus. Some have thought
that, as the two sons of the prophet Isaial, Shear-jashub and Maher-
shalal-hash-baz, are particularly noticed by the Lotrd in Isaiah’s minis-
try, the prophet also speaks of them in this verse; at least, they say,
the prophet may be supposed to speak of them. as well as of Christ.
But would not this be sadly to debase the subject, and enervate the
scriptures, in mingling any thing, or any person with the Lord Jesus
Christ? T take occusion to remark, once for all, in this place, that,
according to my poor humble view of divine things, men putting .
several constructions on passages of this kind, as partly referring to
Christ, arid partly referring to themselves, or those around them, is
not following the steps of the Holy Ghost. It is to Jesus, the one glo-.
rious object and head of his church, all seripture points, and it is in
Jesus the whole centres. We must, in the present instance, refer the
whole of this passage to the Lord Jesus, since the Holy Ghost, hy his
servant the Apostle, hath decidedly said as much. See Hebrews, ii.
13. And so again, in one of the Psalms, the sacred writer, under the
spirit of prophecy, thus introduceth the Lord Christ, saying, 1 am '
as & wonder unio many ; Psaim, Ixxi, 7. And hence a light is thrown
over that scripture also of the prophet, to prove that what was said
of Joshua the high-priest, refers not to Joshua, but to Christ; Zech.
ii. 8. ,

19 § And when they shall shall say unto you,
Seek unto them that have familiar spirits, and
unto wizards that peep, and that mutter: should -
not a people seek unto their God ? For the living
to the dead?

20 To the law and to the testimony : if they
speak not according to this word, ¢ 4 because
there 3s no light in them. : ‘

21=And they shall pass through it hardly
be-stead and hungry: and it shall come to pass,

that when they shall be hungry, they shall fret
NnN2 ]
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themselves, and carse their king, and their God,
and look upward. : ,

22 And they shall -look unto the earth: and
‘behold trouble and darkness, dimness of anguish ;
and they shall be driven to darkness. :

I do not think it needful to detain the Reader with long observa-
tions on this part of the chapter. The advice here given is to the same
amount as the former; the Lord utterly condemns all seeking, but
to himself. In all ages men are proue to look-to any thing and every
thing, for help and counsel, in their distress, rather than to God.
Hence the wickedness of fortune-tellers and necromancers, and. the
like. The Lord hath manifested his displeasure against all of this
kind. Aund it is only to be lamented, in a laud professing the gospel
of Chirist, that there should be found a single person daring enough to
take up so infamous a business, or a single person weak enough to
make use of it. The words of this passage are an unanswerabie reply,
and refutation to all: should not a people seek unto their God? To
be sure they should: for who but the Lord can teach his people to
profit?  Who but God cau be their help in time of need ?

B+
REFLECTIONS.

How truly blessed and profitable it is to watch the Lord’s care
over his people! Though in times of general wickedness, the Lord
visits a nation and a kingdom; yet will he take care of his chosen
in the general overthrow. If men will look unto an arm of flesh,
that arm shall be their confusion. But if his people do but sanc-
tify the Lord God in their hearts, then he will be for a sanctunary;
and when he sends troables and visitations on, the earth, yet like a
Father to his children, who sceth a sform approaching, he brings them
into the house and shuts the door aficr hum, and thus secures them
from the danger ; so the Lord saith, Comé my people, enier thou into
the chambers of my providence and the covenant of my love, and shut,

* thy doors about thee, until the indignation be vverpast. Oh'! the love
of God in Christ to his people! .

Precious Jesus! I must not close my meditation on this Chapter,
until that [ have first bent the knee of my soul in thanks to thee,
thou dear Lord, that here, as in other portivns of thy hlessed word, 1
discover, that thou who art to me the Rock of ages, and the rock of
my salvation, hast been, in all ages, to the unbeliever, a stone of
stumbling, and « rock of offence. Lord! how is it that thou hast
manifested thyself unto me, and not unto the world? Iow is it that
thy humiliating state, thy life of sorrew, and death of shame, should
appear to me so lovely, while it becomes so offensive to others?
Surely it is grace makes all the difierence. I should bave fallen on
this stone and been broken, as weil as thousands have done, hadst
thou not kept me from it! Yea, Lord, there was a time when I saw
no beauty in thee, to desire thee: and art thou now the altogether
lovely, the fairest among ten thousand! To thee, Loird, be all the
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praise! T bless thee, my adorable Redeemer, for that sweet scripture
thou hast said, aud left upon record: And blessed is he whosoever
shall not be offended in me! ‘

CIIAP. IX.
CONTENTS.

Here is another blessed prophecy, full of the Lovrd Jesus, and of gos-
pel mercies folded up in him. The prophet speaks of the joy of God’s
people, awhen, in the midst of darkness, the light of Christ’s coming
shall breal: in upon them. 'The chapter closetl with threaiened judg-
ments to the despisers of his word.

TEVERTHELESS the dimness shall not be
such as was in her vexation, when at the

first he lightly afflicted the land of Zebulun, and
the land of Napthali, and afterward did more
grievously afflict /er by the way of the sea, beyond

Jordan, in Galilee of the nations.

The opening of this chapter is a continuation of the same subject
as the former. The Church was there said to be in darkness. And
certainly before the coming of Christ, the darkness was uncommonly
great: for from the last prophbecy delivered by Malacki, to the hour

- in which Zechariah ministered at the altar of incense, there had been
no open vision; a period of near 350 years; Luke, i. 8 to 11.

2 The people that walked in darkness, have
seen a great light : they that dwell in the land of
the shadow of death, upon them hath the light

shined.

"This blessed account was fulfilled, when the Lord Jesus, preceded
by his herald, John the Baptist, manifested himself to Israel. The
gospel is full of it.  Matt. iv. 12—10.

3 Thou hast multiplied the nation, and not
increased the joy ; they joy before thee accord-
ing to the joy in harvest, and as men rejoice when
they divide the spoil. '

4 For thou hast broken the yoke of his burden,
and the staff of his shoulder, the rod of his op-
pressor, as in the day of Midian.

5 For every battle of the warrior s with con-
fused noisc, and garments rolled in blood: but #his
shall be with burning, and fuel of fire. '
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The joy here spoken of, is not that carnal joy, which men of the
- world are seeking after; but the spiritual Jjey of grace in the heart:
and the snmmtude of hdrvcst -men and warriors is uncominonly beau-
tiful. ‘The husbandman soweth in hope ; the soldier warfares in the
.same : but therace is not always to the swift, nor the battle to the
strong. 'The seed sown must pass under a long and anxious pro-
cess; and the warrior must go through a long and painful campaign,
before he can ery, Victory! But the joy of both is great, when the
end hath erowned the action. Such is the j joy of the spiritual. 'When
the Lord hath broken the yoke of sin and Satan, those foes, more
tremendous than all the host of Midian, and brought the soul out ~
of prison, and the prison~house; and when this battle of the warrior,
hath been accomplished by -the blood of Christ and the fuel of the
Spirit’s fire; oh! the joy of the soul in Christ Jesus! The Prophet
is here, under the spirit of prophecy, speaking of those ihings as
already dcconxp‘*qhed when as yet Chirist, the sole author and finisher
of them, is not come. Rut this is among the features of prophecy: for
what shall assuredly come to pass, is in the divine mind as if
already completed Hence Christ, who was to come in the fulness
of time, is called the Lamb slain from the foundatwn of the world,
Rev. xiii. 8.

6 For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is
given: and the government shall be upon his
shouldei : and his name shall be called Wonder-
ful, Counseller, The mighty God, The everlasting
Father, The Prince of Peace.

7 Of.the increase of huis government and peace
there shall be no end, upon the throne of David,
and, upon his kuwdom to erder it, and to esta-
blish it with Judoment and with justice from -
henceforth even for ever.. The zeal of the Lorp
of hosts will perform this. '

Now comes in that blessed prophecy which hath refreshed the
Church, and will, as long as time shall be, contirue to refresh the
Church, in all ages; and wlnch when compaled with the accomplish-
went, as far as Thath been comp]eted in the person and work of the -
Lord Jesus, and which faith is looking forward to the full completion
of, forms one of the most blessed of all subjects, to call up our love,
and contemplation, and praise, during a whole life of grace, until faith
be swallowed up in giory. Unto us, the Church, a« child is born ;
Jesus, in assuming our nature, takes it up from infancy: for it behoved
him in all things to be made like unto his brethren. And he not only
came of his own free voluntary will, at the call of God his Father;
but “He that called him fo the service of Mediator, gave him as,
his ‘Son, unto the people. 'These are united views (and most blessed
views they are, when scen together) blended in one, of Christ, ‘as
the Redeemer of his people. His own free-will offering became
essentially necessary, to give value and eflicacy to all he “roufrht
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and suffered.  And the authority of Jehovah, in the appointment
became equally necessary for faith to act upon, when pleading the
efficacy of his merits, and propitiation hefore God. The Prophet

" having thus introduced him, now gives some of his adorable names,
which, like the beautiful constellation of the heavens, becomes a
cluster of glories all in one, to pcint out the infinite loveliness and
greatness of his person, and his transcendent excellencies in all his
offices, characters, and 1elations. It would. take a volume of itself,
to set forth the Lord Jesus under the several names the prophet hath
here distinguished him by; and these are but a few of the numberless
precious names, in which the scriptures reveal Christ, by which his
people know him, and make use of him as ‘their daily necessities and
his glory require. Ilis name shall be called ITonderful, saith the Pro-
phet.  But who is able to shew, to what extent it is so? The wonders
of his person, as God aud as man, and as both, forming one Christ;
the wonders of his essence, nature, and perfections ; the wonders of
his ‘offices, characters, and relatious; the wouders of his incarnation,
birth, life, ministry, labours, death, resurrection, ascension, and all the
great events he is carrying on now in glory: the wonders of the re-
demption he hath wrought, is now accomplishing, and will accom-
plish; the wonders of his love, grace, mercy, and fellowship, in all its
heights, and depths, and breadths and lengths; the wonders of his
saving grace, in the hearts of men, and in thy heart, my soul, to thee;
the greatest wonder of any, that after so much grace, and mercy, and
thy repeated rebellions, the spark is not extinguished, the smoakin
flax is not put out, nor the bruised reed broken; which all hell is for
ever trying to accomplish, and thine own unworthy and unbelieving
heart too often jowing in the confederacy to bring to pass! Is not his
name Wonderful ? And doth not his grace to thee make thee a wonder
to thyself, in consequence of it? Oh! thou wonderful Lord! thou
unerring, faithful, kind, tender counsellor, in whom are hid all the
treasures of wisdom and knowledge! Oh'! thou mighty God! thou
ali-sufficient Jesus ! to see the purchase of thy blood, and thy Father’s
gift completed and made effectual!  Oh! thou ererlasting Father!
in all things everlasting, in love, in provision, in care, in security :
a blessed eternity of all relations in one art thon, to thy people.
And surely thou art the Priuce of peace, {or thou hast imade our peace
by the blood of thy cross, and hast commanded peace for ever.
Oh'! for grace to Luow thy name, and by every name to put our
trust in thee: in thy name to rejoice all the day, and in thy righ-
teousness to make our boast! Sureiy every iing i thy hingdom must
correspond to the greatness of thy name. It wust be an increasing
kingdom, a righteous kingdom, a peaceable kingdom, a glorious king-
doii, yea, an everlasting kingdom, that shall have na cnd.  Thy Fa-
ther's zeal will take effectual care of this: for thou layest out uil for
thy Father’s glory; and the whole puiposes of salvation are that God
in all things may be glorified through Jesus Christ.  Oh! for grace
to bless a covenant God in Christ, for ali these wonders of redemp-
tion, and now begin the song,-which will never ead in clermity 1 Sufre-
tion to God and the Lamb!
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8 4 T'he Lorbp sent a word into Jacob, and it
hath lighted upon Israel.

9 ¢ And all the people shall know, even
Ephraim and the inhabitant of Samaria, that say
in the pride and stoutness of heart,

10 The bricks are fallen down, but we will
build with hewn stones: the sycamores are cut
down, but we will ¢change them mto cedars.

11 Therefore the Lorp shall set up the adver-
saries of Rezin against him, and join his enemies
together; ‘

12 The Syrians before, and the Philistines be-
hind; and they shall devour Israel with open
mouth. Forall this his anger is not turned away,

but his hand s stretched out stifl. .

What is here said, though it may have a peculiar reference to the
state of the Church in the days of the prophet, is not so limited,
but that it hath respect to the Church in all ages. The Lord hath
sent his word, his redemption, unto his people, and it hath lighted
unto the ends of the earth. But, alas! even to the present hour, whe
hath believed our report, may every servant of the gospel exclaim, and
say, and to whom is the arm of the Lord revealed ? Neither judgments
nor mercies, ueither prosperous nor humbling provideuces, though
accompanying the Lord’s word, will procure reverence to the Lord’s
commands. If the Lord smites in one dispensation, the proud uuhum-
. bled heart will seek comfort from another; and though the Lord
throw down the building sin hath erected, yet sin will rear anothcr.
Hence the Prophet cries out, and every gracious looker-on joins in
the same confession, This is the'sad cause, why judgments continue,
the Lord’s anger is not removed, but his hand is stretched out still 1”

13 9 For the people turneth not unto him
‘that smiteth them, neither do they seek the
Lorbp of hosts. ‘

14 Therefore the Lorp will cut off from Israel,
head and tail, branch and rush in one day.

15 The ancient and honourable, be 2 the head ;
and the prophet that teacheth lies, he # the tail.

16 For the leaders of this people cause them
to err; and they that are led of them are de-
stroyed. . ,

17 Thercfore the Lorp shall have no joy in
their young men, neither shall have mercy on
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their fatherless and widows; for every one is an
hypocrite and an evil docr, and every mouth
speaketh folly. For all this his anger is not

turned away, but his hand i stretched out still.

Here is the sad cause of the Prophet’s luentation, and a miserable
close he makes indeed of the sorrowful subject, at every termination:
for the thing explains itself. The Lord corrects in mercy; but men
regard it not. 'The Lord humbles his people, in their houses and
families ; in their offices and rank ; in their connections and relations ;
but it is all the same. Though the lofty be brought down, and the
ancient and honourable be made low though death enter in at -
their windows, and their young men be cat off, and distress follow the
fatherless and widows ; the Jjudgments do ot reclaim; no man res
penteth him of his wickedness, saying, What have I done? Jesus and
his salvation are not sought after, nor regavded. They refuse to hear
the voice of the charmer, charm he never so wise ly! Hence the prophet
closeth this paragraph as the former, and takes up the same woeful
lamentation.

18 9] For wickedness burneth as the fire: it shall
devour the briars and thorns, and shall kindle in
the thickets of the forest, and they shall mount
up Zke the lifting up of smoke.

19 Through the wrath of the Lorbp of hosts is
the land darkened, and the people shall be as the

“fuel of the fire: no man shall spare his bro-
ther.

20 And he shall snatch on the right hand, and
be hungry; and he shall eat on the left hand, and
they shall not be satisfied: they shall eat every
man the fleshof his own arm:

21 Manasseh, Ephraim; and Ephraim, Ma-
nasseh: and they together shall be against Judah.
For all this his anger is not tumed away, but his

‘hand s stretched out still.

If the Reader will compare this chapter in the several parts of it,
with the 26th chapter of Leviticus, he will find a solemn explanation
given of what is here said, and mark the progression of divine
vmtatxons in both. Every thing mauifests, that when the Lord smites,
itis to reform: and when the calamities the Lord sends, (as here
marked,) are brought to the highest pitch ; when men, like an army
besieged and thhout provision, are reduced to the e\tlemlty of eating
the flesh of their own arm: if these awful visitations be unaccom-
panied with grace; depend upon it, if the Lord cease to.correct, judg-

VYor. V. Qo
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.ments are at hand. Hence the Prophet again repeats, as the run-
ning lamentation of each distressing view of the subject, « These are
. the sad causes of the Lord’s just anger,” For the people turneth not
unto him that smiteth them, neither do they seek the Lord of hosts !

B e ;o

REFLECTIONS.

My soul! behold in Israel’s history, the real history of all men by
nature; and the one universal cause of the Lord’s controversy with
the sons of men. Al have sinned, and come short of God's glory:
And think, my soul, what a mercy it is, that the Lord doth correct,
But for this, there would be no hope of a reform. One of the most
tremendous scriptures, is that, which the Lord proclaims, concerning
the incorrigible, when giving them up to fulfil the measure of their
iniquities: So will I make my fury toward thee t» rest, and my jea-
lousy shall depart from thee. Lord! I would say for myself, and for
every poor sinner like myself, give usnot up o eat the fruit of our
pwn devices. It is betier to suffer now, than to perish for ever. But
oh! accompany thy corrections with thy grace ; and cause thy children
to hear the rod, and who hath appointed it.

Precious Jesus ! how blessed is it, under such circumstances, to look
at those sweet promises, which are given in this chapter concerning
thee, and thy great salvation, by whoin alone all deliverances are
wrought. Had it not been for thee, thou gracious glorious Lord!
though the Lord’s anger had been stretched out to all eternity, nota
soul could have found the possibility of returning to him. His justice
must have burned to the lowest hell : neither could it have been satis-
fied for ever. Haill thou almighty Deliverer of thy people! We
welcome thy coming in the sunne of the Lord! Blessed {or ever be
the joyful sound, that wuéo us @ child is born ; unto us a son is gwen!
Oh! the unspeakable felicity, that the gorerament is upon' thy shoul.
der ; and that all power is thine, in heavew and in earth. Give then,
thou dearest Lord, to thy people, to know thee, by every endearin
name and in every glorious character. Be thou to me, to each, to all,
our wonderful Counseller, our mighty God, our everlasting Father,
our Prince of Peace! And since in ourselves, and in 2ll our circem-
stances, we are nothing, can do nothing, and by reason of sin are worse
than nothing ; oh, Lord, do thou carry on thy work with pewer i our
souls; and of the increase of thy government and peace let theve be
no end. Let it be ever growing, and still to grow. Give an in-
créase of grace, i every heart of thy redeemed upon earth. And
even when thou shalt have brought home thy ransomed from earth
to heaven, and the whole work and glory of redemption is then fully .
manifested to be thine; yet, blessed Jesus, even then, when thou
shalt have deliveréd up the kingdom of thy mediatorial power, and
Jebovah in his threefold character of person is glorified in the salvation -
_ of the Church ; then, then, thou adorable Redeemer, thou wilt still be
the glorious Head, and cause, and source, of all the blessedness of thy
Church 2and people ; and every new gift of felicity they enjoy, they wiil
enjoy in thee, and fiem thee, and with thee, and it will be Jesus,
“and his church, to be glorious and going on in glory, for ever and for
ever. Oh! ihe wonders and blessedness of salvation in Christ !
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CIIAP. X
CONTENTS.
The Prophet is here denouncing pumshment in the Lovd’s name, to
the proud oppressors of his people In the midst of which there are

several sweet breakings-out ‘of that great salvation by Jesus, from
whence alone the people of God can ﬁnd deliverance or comfort,

“fOL unto them that decree unrighteous de-
crees, and that write grievousness which
thev have prescribed ;

2 To turn aside the needy from judgment, and
to take away the vight from the poor of my peo-
ple, that widows may be their prey, and that they
may rob the fatherless!

3 And what will ye do in the day of visitation,
and in the desolation which shall come from far?
to whom will ye flee for help? and where will ye
leave your glory ?

4 Without me they shall bow down under
the prisoners, and they shall fall under the slain.
For all this his anger is not turned away, but hlS

hand is'stretched out still.

Amidst general sins, with which both the people of God, and the
oppressors of the Lord’s people, are said to abound, the Prophet is
pointing to some special iustances of the kind, vshlch marked the -
higher order, magistrates and rulers. Against wlnch, the Lord par-
ticularly sets his face, assures them that there will be a day of ac-
count, and therefore puts the question home to their own consciences.
Reader, do not fail to remark how the Holy Ghost, in all ages, is carry-
'ing on his preparatory work in the heart, by pleading with the sinner
on account of his sin, to plead with him of his want of Jesus.

5 9 O Assyrian, the rod of mine anger, and
the staft in their hand is mine indignation.

6 I will send him against an hypocrjtlcal na-
tion, and against the peoplc of my wrath will I
give him a chc\we, to take the spoil, and to take
the prey. and to tread them down like the mire of

the streets.

7 Howbeit he meaneth not so, neither doth his
beart think so; but # z in his heart to destroy
and cut off nations not a few.

0o2

s
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& For he saith, Are not my princes altogether
kings?

9 Is not Calno as Carchemish > i not Hamath
as Arpad? i not Samaria as Damascus?

10 As my hand hath foand the kingdoms of
theidols, and whose graven images did excel them
of Jerusalem and of Samaria :

11 Shall I not, as I have done unto Samaria
and her idols, so do to Jerusalem and her idols?

12 Wherefore it shall come to pass, that when
the Lorp hath performed his whole work upon
Mount Zion, and on Jerusalem, I will punish the
fruit of the stout heart of the king of Assyria, and
the glory of his high looks.

13 For be smth By the strength of my hand I
havedone é, and bv wy wisdom ; for Tam prudent :
and I have removed the bounds of the people,
and have robbed their treasures, and I have put
down the inhabitants like a valiant man:

14 And my hand hath found as a nest the
riches of the people: and as one gathereth eggs
that are left, have I gathered all the earth ; and
there was none that moved the wing, or opened the
mouth, or peeped.

15 Shall the ax boast ltself against him that
heweth therewith? or shall the saw magnify itself
against him that shaketh 1t? as if the Tod should
shake iself against them that lift it up, or as
if the staff should lift up self, as i it were no

wood.

I pray the Re’xder to remark with me, how the Lord taketh to
himself the whole of the destruction of Judah. If the Assyrian destroy
the kingdom, it is because the Lord hath commissioned and appomtul
it. It is the Lord. that sends Assyria against an hypocritical people,
even his own people; and what the Assyrian doth, is because the
Lord hath ordained it. Let the Reader turn to the 36th chapter of
this prophecy, and behold the fulfilment of what is. here foretold.
Aud while he reads the proud boasting of the Assyrian captain, in his
master’s name, let him recollect what is here said by the Lord concerning
him. Tt is always blessed to trace effects to their causes. And this com-
parative view will be very profitable, under dxvme teaching, to the Rea-



cu. x.] ISATAH 285

der’s mind ; for he will see by the sequel of the history, that though the
Lord made the Assyrian his instrument, it was but as his rod to correct,
and not to destroy. The Lord saith in this passage, that when he hath
performed his whole work upon his Church and people, then shali
come the punishment of Assyria, by whom he accomplisheth his pur-
pose; and like as a father who corrects his child, when finished, threws
the - rod away, so shall the axe, that boasteth itself against him that
heweth with ii, be no mere. If the Reader will read the close of the
37th chapter of Isaiah, from the 21st verse to the end, he will see the
accomplishment of what the Lord hath here said. i

16 Therefore shall the Lord, the Lord of hosts,
send among his fat ones leanness; and under his
glory he shall kindle a burning like the burning
of a fire.

17 And the lighit of Israel shall be for a fire,
and his Holy One for a flame: and it shall
burn and devour his thorns and his briers in one
day; ‘

18 And shall consume the glory of his forest,
and of his fruitful field, both soul and body:
and they shall be as when a standard-bearer
fainteth. ~

19 -And the rest of the trees of his forest shall

be few. that a child may write them.

In these verses, if [ mistake not, the Lord is pointing to the cause
of his inerey to his people, in delivering them from Assyria. It is not,
for their righteousness, for the parallel scripture saith, the Lord doeth
it for his own sake, and for his servaut David's sake, chap. xxxvii. $5.
What is this but God’s grace, in his ewn covenant-engagements, which
ke will fulfil, for his own glorious name’s sake, and with an eye ta the
salvation by David his Holy Que, even the Lord Jesus Christ? Hence,
therefore, when the pride and fatness of his own hypocritical people
are brought down, and a leanness of soul is induced, and all their fan-
cied glory done away; as was the case when king Hezekianh desired
the Prophet to lift up a cry for the remnant that was left; then was
the loftiness of man brought down, and the Lord of hosts alone exalted.
inthat day. See chap. xaxvii. 1—4, ii. 11,

20 ¢ And it shall come to pass in that day,
that the remnant of Israel, and such as are es-
caped of the house of Jacob, shall no more again
stay upon him that smote them; but shall stay
upon the Lorp, the Holy One of Israel, in

~truth. . '

21 The remnant shall return, even the remnant

of Jacob, unto the mighty God.
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.22 For though thy people Israel be as the
sand of the sea, yet a remnant of them shall re.
turn: the consumption decrced shall overflow .
with righteousness. , / '

.23 For the Lord Gop of hosts shall make a
consumption, even determined, in the midst of all.

the land.

Reader! how blessed is it to discover, here and there, through all
the sacred writings, the outlines of Jesus? It hath the same effect as to
a thirsty traveller going over some hot burning saunds on a sultry day,’
when he finds a cooling stream; so when to.the spiritual Reader in.
quest of Jesus, going over the account of Isracls sins, and their
enemies’ triumphs in consequence, their salvation by Jesus is brought
into the view, oh! how doth it refresh thesoul! How very blessed
to this amount is this portion! Here is the gospel-day first spoken
of, and then the gracious cousequences of it.- There is still a remnant
in the worst of times, and they shall escape. The Apostle was com-
missioned by the Holy Ghost to preach from this text, and to leave
his sermon in print for the Churclh’s comfort; and a blessed sermon
it.is. God had promised to Abraham that in blessing he would
bless him, and in muitiplying he would multiply his seed, as the stars
of heaven, and as the sand upon the sea-shore. Well, saith the Apostle,
as the Patriarch was promised it, and as the Prophet predicted it, so is
it come to pass. . Reader, turn to the scriptures, and satisfy yourself
on this great point. See Gen. xxit, 15—18. Behold Christ and his
Church here gloriously set forth! Then read ouce more what the
Prophet hath said in these four verses: and then turn to Romans,
ix. 27, to the end, for a beautiful explanation of the whole. There
is one circumstance more to be attended to, in these verses, that I
would not wish the Reader to overlook, and that is, that of the rem-
nant here spoken of, it is said, they shall no more 2gain stay upon
him that smcte them, but shall stay upou the Lord, the Holy One of
Israel, in truth. And what can more plainly speak the biessed effects
of grace upon the heart, than when precious souls of God’s redeemed
are gathered off from all false refuges of lies, all se!f-confidences, all
self-righteousness, and are brought to stay theiuseives wholly upon
Him, whose name, by way of striking emphasis, is called the LORD
OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS? Oh! the precionsncss of seeing Christ so
pointed out, so fally and sweetly preached by the prophet, and of being
taught by the SPIRIT thus to know him, and to ‘r¢joice in him, and
to stay our souls upon him! Jerem. xxiii. 6. 1 Cor. i. 30, 31. The
last verse in this portion is as awful as the former verses are gracious
and consolatory. And what doth it declare, but what every othier por-
tion in the word of God both declares and confirms: Say ye to the
righteous, it shall be well with kim: woe unto the wicked, it shall be
ill with him! Isaiah, iii. 10, 11. Acts, iii. 23. 7.

- 24 9 Therefore thus saith the Lord Gop of hosts,
O my people that dwellest in Zion, be not afraid

of the Assyrian: he shall smite thee with a rod,

\
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and shall lift up his staff against thee, after the
manner of Egypt.

25 For yet a very little while, and the indigna-
tion shall cease, and mine anger in their de-
struction. ‘

26 And the Lomrp of hosts shall stir up a
scourge for him according to the slaughter of Mi-
dian at the rock of Oreb; and as his fod was upon
the sea so shall he lift it up after the manner of
L(i

27 And it shall come to pas‘; in that day, that
his burden shall be taken away from off thy
shoulder, and his yoke from off thy neck, and the
yoke shall' be destmyed because of the anoint-
ing.

28 He is come to Aiath, be is p'med to
Migron; at Michmash he hath laid up his car-
nawes

29 They are gone over the passage: they have
taken up their lodomor at Geba; Ramabh is afraid ;
Gibeah of Saul is fied.

30 Lift up thy voice, O daughter of Gallim:
cause it to be heard unto Laxsh O poor Ana-
thoth. :

31 Madmenah is removed; the inhabitants of
Gebim gather themselves to flee. :

32 As yet shall he remain at Nob that day: he
* shall shake his bhand against the mount of the
daughter of Zion, the hill of Jerusalem.

‘35 Bebold, the Lord, the Lorp of hosts, shall
lop the bouwh with terror: and the high ones of
stature s/mll be hewn down, and the haughty
shall be humbled.

34 And he shall cut down the thickets of the
forest with iron, and Lebanon shall fall by a

niglity one.

I do not think it necessary to swell the page of my Commentary by
making particular observations on this passage. What might be said
here, may be said, and Lath been indeed said often, and one general re-
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mark will suit all. The Reader will observe, thatwhat is here said by
a gracious Lord, is continually said by him to comfort his people, under
their exercises and sufferings. Their own backslidings correct them, and
their own transgressions bring the rods of Assyrians upon them. But
though corrected, it is but in measure; though. cast down, they are
not cast off; though persecuted, yet not forsaken. In Jesus they arg
taken into covenant with God, and therefore there is still one invartable,
wnceasing fove of God to their persons, while to their sins, the Lord
manifests displeasure. Reader! look over this portion in the chapter
with this view, and it will be blessed. Oh! the felicity of perceiving Jesus
itr atl; whose rich salvation runs through all. Rlessed, for ever blessed
Be God, for Jesus Chyist?
e R R s e e
REFLECTFONS.

READER! hath it ever struck you, when at any time perusing the

Judgments of God upon a guilty land, as set forth 1 this chapter, how

_awful the state of those must be, whom the Lord appoints for the
eotrection of his people? Like the Assyrian here spoken of, ali of
this description are only commissioned to correct, not to destroy. They
are by the Lord’s bridle in their jaws, but the kiudliest mimsters for
good and not evil. And bad the children of God but light enongh
during the dark hour, to see the fimits of their chain, how different
would be their views of God'’s people, and of the divine love in sending
them. Howbeit, they mean not so, neither do their hearts think so,
for their wish is to destroy: but Jesus appoints, eoverlooks, regulates,
restrains, and brings about his blessed purposes, in all. How sweet
the theught!

My soul! bless thy Lord for this most precious seripture! The rem-
pant of Israel is still on the earth. It s in the midst of miany
people, as a dew from the Lord, as the showers upon the grass! See to
it, my soul, that thou hast the gracious marks here set down: They stay
no more upon him that smote them. They look nut for salvation from
an arm of flesh.. Thy false confidenices, and false supports have too of-
ten, my soul, like the reeds of Egypt, pierced thee through with many
sorroews. Surely thou art looking no more to the works of thine bands,
ror saying to them, Ye are my god; for in Jesus alone the fathetless
findeth mercy! See to it, that thou art vow finally, fully, and com-
pletely retutned, among the remnant of Jacob, unto Jacob's mighty
God, and staying thyself i truth upon the Lord, the loly One of Israel.
Oh! for grace to call heaven and earth to witnmess, that He, and He
only, who is Jehoval’s Chuist, is thy Christ; and the Father’s chosen,
thy chosen : so shalt thou never be confounded nor ashamed, avorld
without end.

] —

CHAP. XL

CONTENTS.
This Chapler is in part @ prophecy concerning Christ. It contuins
an uccount of his stock, and the features of his person ; the wonders

of his redemption, in the call of the Gentiles; and the restoration of
the Jows. ‘
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ND there shall come forth a rod out of the
stem of Jesse, and a branch shall grow out of

his roots:

The Holy Ghost had before sent a message to the church hy the Pro-
phet, to tell them that the wonderful Person, the Messiah they had
been so long taught to expeet, should be born' of a vmgm, with
some leadmﬂ marks of his character; but now the Prophet is com-
missioned to tell the church, that he should spring from the stock of
David. And to manifest his humbleness, he is to come but as a small
rod from a stem;. and from Jesse he is rather said to arise thau
from David, Jesse’s son. For Jesse lived and died in obseurity., The
Prophet adds that he shall be a manch, a Netzer, .80 is the word,
which though in the events of his coming, he would be beautiful
and glonious, yet, in the view of many, but as the despised Naza-
repe. Oh! how truly love!v is every account of Jesus! Reader, con-
sult those qcnptureq, Rev. xxil. 16, Matt. it. 23. Rev. v. 5. fsaiah, iv.
Q. Acts, xiii. 22, 23.

2 And the spirit of the Lorp shall rest upon
him, the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the
spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of Know-

ledge and of the fear of the Lorp ;

Wlmtablessed confirmation of the truth of this prophecy, and of the
person of Christ, was the descent of the Holy Ghost, at the river
Jordan! John the Baptist was before instructed by this very thing,
how he should know Christ. See Matt. iii. 16. Johu, i. 20—34. And,
Reader, do rematk farther, how delightful the Prophet’s expression is,
that the Spirit of Jehovalr should rest upon him. For the Spirit was not
given to our Christ by measure, as to his servants. Do not overlook
this, but consult those sweet seriptures, which unfold and confirm it,
Isaiab, Ixt. 1. with Luke, iv. 18. Jobn, iii. 34. I stay not to enlarge
upon the several qualifications of our Lord in his office- character, by
the sevenfold gifts of the Spirit here enumerated ; it will be sutlicient to
remark that the human nature of Christ was anointecd with super-emni-
nent grace, and a fulvess to fir him for the great work of redemption,
Jehovah called him to perform, and engaged to qualify him for. Psalm,
xlv. 6, 7. Coloss. i. 14. ii. 9.

3 And shall make him of quick understanding
in the fear of the Lorp: and he shall not judge
after the sight of his eyes, neither reprove after
the hearmo* of his ears:

4 But with righteousness shall he judge the
poor, and reprove with equity for the meek of the
earth: and he shall smite the earth with the rod
of his mouth, and with the breath of his lips shall

he slay the wicked.
fu the Hebrew the quick understanding seems more particularly to
apply to the sense of smelling ; intimating that the perception of Christ

Yo, V. Pe
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should be peculiarly so, and totally different from all others. Let the
Reader look into the gospel, and mark the numberless instances in the
ministry of Jesus, in his discerning the thoughts of the heart: John,
ii. 24, 25. Rev. ii. 23. And what a lovely testimony the Prophet adds
of this, when saying, that he shall not judge after the sight of his eyes:
to shew that he forms not his standard of decision by what men say,
or by the outward appearance of things, as earthly judges do, and in-
deed can do no other. But his judgment shall be, because he readeth
the heart. How sweet the thought, to his poor, and to his meek in the
earth! Think of it, I beseech you, ye that are poor and exercised ; and
let this precious view of your Jesus always bring comfort with it !

5 And righteousness shall be the girdle of
his loins, and faithfulness the girdle of his.
reins. |

1 beg the Reader to say, if it be not so, whether these divine perfec-
tions of our Lord were not introduced here in order that his people might
behold in them their perfect security? And as a man’s girdle goeth round
the whole loins, and may be laid hold of behind or before: so the figure
is beautifully chosen, to teach a poor trembling believer, who fears to
come before the face of the Lord by reason of any renewed transgression;
or if, in return to his prayer, the Lord seemeth to turn the back and not
the face; in either case, and in every case, he is commanded by faith
to lay hold of the girdle of Christ’s loins, encircled as it is with righte-
ousness and faithfulness, Isaiah,li. 8. Psalm, Ixxxix. 27 to 3.

6 The wolf also shall dwell with the lamb,
" and the leopard shall lie down with the kid; and
the calf and the young lion and the fatling toge-
ther; and a little child shall lead them.

7 And the cow and the bear shall feed; their
young ones shall lie down together: and the lion
shall eat straw like the ox.

8 And the sucking child shall play on the hole
of the asp, and the weaned child shall put his hand
on the cockatrice’ den. :

9 They shall not hurt nor destroy in all my
holy mountain: for the earth shall be full of the
knowledge of the Lorp, as the waters cover the
sea.

Spiritual blessings are promised, under figurative expressions. Such
are the blessed effects introduced into the circumstances of mankind
by the gospel of Christ, that, like the beasts of the forest tamed and
prought under order, the passions of our fallen nature shall be regulated
and restrained. A little child shall lead them; that is, the Lord’s peo-
ple shall be so much under the blessed influence of grace in the heart,
that they will need nothing of human learning to guide them. And
was not this prophecy fulfilled in the days of the gospel, when Mary

7
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became the first preacher of the resurrection? Angels brought the tidings.
"to the women; and they, and not the apostles, first spread it abroad.

10 9§ And in that day there shall be a root
“of Jesse, which shall stand for an ensign of the
people ; to it shall the Gentiles seek : and his rest
shall be glorious. ‘

11 And it shall come to pass in that day, that
the Lorp shall set his hand again the second time
to recover the remnant of his people, which shall
be left, from Assyria, and from Egypt, and from
Pathros, and from Cush, and from Elam, and
from Shinar, and from Hamath, and from the
islands of the sea. ~

12 And heshall set up an ensign for the nations,
and shall assemble the outcasts of Israel, and ga-
ther together the dispersed of Judah from the four
corners of the earth. ,

13 The envy also of Ephraimshall depart, and
the adversaries of Judah shall be cut off: Ephraim

“shall not envy Judah, and Judah shall not vex
Ephraim. a .

14 But they shall fly upon the shoulders of the
Philistines toward the west; they shall spoil them
of the east together: they shall lay their hand upon
Edom and Moab; and the children of Ammon
shall obey them. \

15 And the Lorp shall utterly destroy the
tongue of the Egyptian sea: and with his mighty
wind shall he shake his hand over the river, and
shall smite it in the seven streams, and make men
go over dry-shod.

16 Aud there shall be an highway for the rem-
nant of his people, which shallsbe left, from Assy-
ria; like as it was to Israel in the-day that he

came up out of the land of Egypt.

How blessed is the account here given of the Gentile church, To
this same root of Jesse, meaning Christ, shall the Gentiles seek. And
that we might not lose sight of our elder brethren, the Jews, the Lord
here promiseth to lay his hand the second time, to recover them. The
interests of both shall be interwoven, and ultimately bound up toge-

Pr2 '
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ther. So very powerfully will the Lord work in the accomphshment,
that all the seven streams of the Nile, yea, if Jordan or Euphrates
were in the way; all should be dried up, aud cease to flow, rather than
the streams of that 1iver, even the gospel, which maketh glad the city
of God, should have the tide of its blessings stopped ; by which salva-
tion is made known, and rendered effectual to the Lord’s people.
Think, Reader, what overwhelming blessings flow in, with Jesus, upon
the soul? If the Red Sea dried up to open a passage to Israel, how shail
not the redeemed go ovér dryshod, to whom Jesus hath opened a new
and living way by his blood?  Exod. xiv. 29.

e
REFLECTIONS.

PrECTOUS Jesus! was the prophet corumissioned to bring the Church
acquainted witn thy nature, according to the flesh? Didst thou indeed
come forth as a’rod out of the stem of Jesse, and as a branch out of
his roots? Then art thou of my own nature; bone of my bone, and
flesh of my flesh. Oh! thou Plaut of renown! im thy person, work,
righteousness, in the whole of thy redemption, thou art the.Lord our
Gaod; thou, even thou, hast wrought out salvation for us, and salvation
in us : surely, blessed Jesus, thou art all thy people need, and all they
can enjoy, in life, in death, in time, and to ail eternity! Oh! for a por-
tion of that Spirit which rested upon thee, and which thou impartest to
thy people, according to the measure of the gift of Christ! For this will
induce all those blessed effects of thy gracious gospel, when the cor-
rupt passions of men shai' be brought under the sweet influences of
grace, and notliing shall then hurt or destroy, in all thine holy moun-
tain!  Blessed Lord! hasten thy glorious purposes concerning thy king-
dom! Oh! when shall the hour dawn upon a siuful, dark, and degene-
rate world, when ihe Lord will et his hand the second time, to recover
the renmant of his people? When will the titie come, that men shall
break their swords iuto ploughshares, aud their spears into pruning-
hooks? Hasten, blessed Lord, the triumphs of thy kingdom! Cat
short. thy work. in righteousness, thou that art mighty to save: and let
that precious prowise be fulfilled; when Fsrael shall be the third with
Egypt and with Assyria, even a blessing in the midst of the land.
Oh! Lord of hosts, bless, as thou hast said, saying; Blessed be
Egypt, my pecple, aund Assyria, the work of mine hands, and Israel,
mine inkeritance!

CHAP. XIL
CONTENTS.

A gospel song of the triumphs of Christ, and the Churcl’s tri-
umphs in him: suited for all ages, for the whole of Christ's body,
in one collected muss, and jor each individual. ,

Aj ND in that day thou shalt say, O Lorbp, I

will praise thee: though thou wast angry
with me, thine anger is turned away, and thou
comfortedst me.
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Reader! do not forget, that the day uniformly spoken of is the gos-
pel day; the day of Jesus, and his salvation. And therefore, in every
heart made blessed in that day by regeneration, a view of past sin, de-
serving God’s just anger, aud a conscious sense of redemption by the
Lord Jesus, puts a new song in the mouth, and holy joy in the
heart. Such was the joy of Zaccheus, when Jesus declared to him,
This day is salvation come to this kouse! Luke, xix. 9.

2 Behold, God s my salvation; I will trust,
and not be afraid: for the Lorp JEHOVAH s
my strength and smy song; he also is become my
salvation.

Reader! take especial notice of what the hymn expresseth; namely,
that the Lord God is the sinver’s salvation. It is not enough to say,
or sing, that the Lord hath brought us to salvation, but that he himself
is our salvation; not that we have salvation from him, but salvation in
him. He hjmselfis the whole of it. LReader! observe the twofold name
upon this occasion; Jah, and Jehovah, I do not presume to say us much,
but may it not, with reverence, be asked, 1sit not to intimate the whole
persons of the Godhead, Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, as God, and
Jesus Jehovah as Mediator? «And how can any child of God who
sings this song with the Spirit, and the understanding also, say other-
wise, than 1 will trust and not be afraid? What can they have to fear,

who have Jehovah in his threefold character of person for their
salvation ? ‘

3 Thercfore with joy shall ye draw water out
of the wells of salvation.

‘There is a great beauty in some of our old Bibles, which express this
phrase of drawing water, as if it were out of the wells of the Saviour.
Every thing of grace is fetched by faith from Christ, and is in Christ.
Ovrdinances are nothing without Jesus; and it is Christ himself, and not
means of grace, however pure they are in themselves, that are the
fountain and well of the soul. Hence the Church sings: A4 fountuin
of gardens, a well of living waters, and streams fiom Lebancn is my
beloved ! Song, iv. 15, Hence also, Jesus to the Samaritan woman,
said, that the water he gave, should be in bis people, a well of liviag
waler, springing up into cverlusting life ! John, iv. 14.

‘4 And in that day shall ye say, Praise the
Lorp, call upon his name, declare his doings
amoug the people, make mention that his name
is exalted.

5 Sing unto the Lorp; for he hath done excel-
ient things: this & known in all the earth,

Here the whole Church is supposed as engaged in this hymn of
praise. In the former part, it was the song of one: I will praise thee,
In this, it is, Praisc ze the Lord. And they are not only praising -

Jehovah in songs of redemption themselves, but stirring up all others 5 -
the same devout and becoming exercises. Every thing forms motives
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to praise Jehovah’s glory in himself; Jehoval’s glory in giving grace to
his people; all, and every view of him, in the excellent things he hath
done, demands the tribute of thanksgiving: and this is known in all
the earth! Reader! think how wretched inust that soul be, and how
much the harp of melody in his own heart must be out of tune, that
can find no cause in himself and his own experience to join the chorus!

6 Cry out and shout, thou inhabitant of Zion ;
for great zs the Holy One of Israel in tie midst
of thee. ‘

This is a beautiful close to this ¥apturous gospel song. And let the.
Reader observe that expression, which tells the cause for which such
shoutings of holy joy are to go forth ; because great is the holy One
of Isreel in the midst of his people. Not only great, and glorious,
is Jehovah in kimself; but great, and gracious also,- in.them. 'This is
the blessed and additional cause of joy. And:some have observed, and
very properly too is the observation made, that as the word which is trang-
lated inhabitant, might have been rendered inkabitress; meaning the
Chutch, and the females of Zion; here is a call upon both sexes, as
well as all ranks and orders, to join in the chorus, as the Psalmist
iy one of the Hallelujah Psalms, expresseth it: Let both young men
and maidens ; old men and children, let all praise the name of the
Lord, for his name alone is excellent ; and his glory is above the earth
and heaven.  Psalm, cxlviii. 12, 13.

. e ———ee
REFLECTIODNS.

* MY soul! how art thon tuned. in heart to sing this sweet song of the
Chureh, and to join thy feeble note’ in the hymn of salvation, with all
the Lord’s redeemed ones? Surely none can be more couscious than
thou art, that out of Christ, Jehoval’’s anger must for ever burn against
the sin and rebellion of thy nature; and if the Loid’s anger be turned
away, and he camforteth thee; is not this in Jesus, and by Jesus, and
for the alone sake of Jesus? And canst thou not, gy soul, look up,
and say with the Church, both above and below, Fchold, God is my
salvation? Yor is not Jesus the almighty deliverer, by his blood and
righteousness, {ron sin and sorrow, to holiness and joy? 1s it not his
holy hand, and his dlorious arm, that bath gotten himself the victory ?
Did not God the TFather graciously devise it; and God the Son pur-
chase it; and.God the Holy Ghost make application of it to thy wants
and circumstances? And conscious of thy personal interest in it, wilt
thou not shout aloud, and say; Behold, God is my salvation ; I will
trust and mnot be afraid, for the Lord Jehovah is my strength and
my song, he also is become my salvation ! .

And wilt thou not then, my soul, continually be drawing water from .
the wells of salvation? Jesus himself is the well, even the well of
living water, of which whosoever drinketh, shall live for ever. And
he_is an open weil, a fountain not sealed to all his redeemed. Here
life is found for quickening sinners, and for maintaining the life given to _
the languishing and dying frames of his saints. ‘Lord! to these wells of
salvation, even to thyself, blessed Jesus, would I pray for grace, daily,

'
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hourly to come;; that by the wells of thy word, and in ordinances, by
the influence of thine Holy Spirit, my soul may be like a watered garden
from day to day, whose waters fail not?{ that Jesus may keep alive
the graee he hath given, revive it when decayed, refresh it when lan-
'guishing, and preserve it and perfect it unto life eternal. Oh! for
grace thus to come, and to call others to come, and that the fathers
unto the children, may declare his truth. Hither, ye poor, thirsty, fa-
mishing sinners, hither come to Jesus, the well of salvation, and draw
no longer from the pools of your own righteousness ! In Jesus alone the
thirst of the soul finds satisfaction; and whosoever drinketh of him
shall never thirst, but Jesus will be in him u well of waler, sprmgmg‘ .
up inlo everlasting li fe Amen. |

CHAP. XIIIL

CONTENTS.

We quve a prophecy concerning the destruction of Babt/lon and
the Lord, for the comfort of the Church, causeth his servant to make
it krown, and the powers by whom he would-accomplish it, cven the
Medes and Persians.

HE burden of Babylon, which Isaiah the son

of Amoz did see.

I pray the Reader to remark, with me, at the cpening of this chap—
ter, that from this part of the prophet’s writings, a new subject seems '
to open: the prophet begins, what he calls burdens. Heice we have,
in several successive chapters after this burden of Babdylon, the burden
of Mocb, and the burden of Damascus, and the burden of Lgypt,
and the like. But the history of those nations is no farther entered
into, than as they minister to the Church, either in persecuting the
Church, or becoming instruments to her prosperity, according to the so-
vereign will and dppomtment of God. Although none of them thonght
so; neither did their heart inlend it: yet to this little handful of
people, this Church, this portion of the Lotd Jesus, they all ministered ;
aud every monarchy of the earth rose, or fell, as should bring about the
Lord’s purposes concerning Zion. I would beg the Reader 1o keep this
in view while reading the history of men and natic 1s; yea, even in
modern tines, as well as in the ages that are past, he will find, that
for the salvation and preservation of God's [srael, all the nations of the
earth are formed ; and that they are moved about and directed to this
one purpose only. Here the Lord begins with Babylon, in the threa-
tened desolations which should overtake that nation. ‘The, things
predicted were not to be accomplished for more than a hundred years;
and during that time, the Lord’s Israel was to go into captivity in Ba-
bylon, and seventy years were to be accomphshed upon them, Butin
the mean time, the Lord will comfort his people with his promiscs, Rea-
der! mark this! Is it not most blessed, and most gracious in the Lord,
if, when at any time he is about to correct them for their transgies-
sions, he pours in his consolations before? Do you know any t{.m,j of
this kind in your own exercises ?
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2 Lift ve up a banner upon the high moun-
tain, exalt the voice unto them, shake the hand,
that they may go into the gates of the nobles.

3 1 have commanded my sanctified ones, I have
also ealled my mighty ones for mine anger, even
them that rejoice in my highness.

4 The noise of a multitude in the mountains,
like as of a great people; a tumultuous noise of
the kingdoms of nations gathered together: the
LorD of hosts mustereth the host of the battle.

5 They come from a far country, from the end
~of heaven, even the Lorp, and the weapons of his
indignation, to destroy the whole land.

6 9 Howl ye; for the day of the Lorp # at
hand ; it shall come as a destruction from the Al-
- mighty. ,

7 Therefore shall all hands be faint, and every
man’s heart shall melt.

8 And they shall be afraid :- pangs and sorrows
shall take hold of them; they shall bz in pain as
a woman that travaileth: they shall be amazed
one at another; their faces shall be as flamecs.

9 Behold, the day of the Lorp cometh, cruel
both with wrath and fierce anger, to lay the land
desolate: and he shall destroy the sinners thereof
out of it.

10 For the stars of heaven, and the constella-
tions thereof shall not give their light: the sun
shall be darkened in his going forth, and the

moon shall not cause her light to shine.

Tu the figurative language of prophecy, the Lord describes the de-
struction ‘of Babylon. The army that shall come against Babylon, the
Lord calls his sanct:fied ones, and his mighty. ones. By sanctified, we
must not, a5’ we are very apt to do, suppose is meant God’s holy ones ;
* but only such as the Lord hath set apart, and appointed to this service.
The wori sanctified, doth not always mear holy. The army by
which, as the Lord's instrumerts, the Lord would destroy Babylon, were
no more holy than the Babylon to be destroyed. Babylon was now,
by the Lord’s appointment, to take his people into captivity, and afflict
them. Dut Babylon, after that is over, shall be accounted with, and
be hersclf ruived. Hence therefore, the Lord sends by whaem he will
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send, and when he is pleased to correct his whole Church, or any one in-
dividual of that Church, the rod the Lord corrects with, shall, when
he lath finished the correction, be thrown away. Reader! mark this
observation for present times, as well as those that are past, for it
will be fouud uniformly true. If the Reader wiil compare what is
said in this chapter, with what the Lord hath said in another part
of Isaiah’s prophecy, he will find a beautiful and striking correspond=
ence. See Isaiab, xlv. 1—4. ‘ :

11 And I will punish the world for their evil,
and the wicked for their iniquity ; and I will cause
the arrogancy of the proud to cease, and will lay
low the haughtiness of the terrible.

12 I will make a man more precious than fine
gold; even a man than the golden wedge of
Ophir.

I know that T am singular in my views of this sweet portion,
which comes in between what went before, and what follows after these
verses: at least I have never seen the writings of any Commentator, who
doth not apply these verses, asthe former, to the subject of Babylon’s de-
struction; asif from the greatness of the slaughter which wonld take
placein the fall of Babylon, men would become so scarce, as that one
only would be more precious than gold. Bat, with all humble submis-
sion, I would say, that I canuot help reading these two verses us in
parentheses; asif in the midst of judgment, the Lord remembered
mercy; and while speaking of the dreadful punishment which should
take place for sin, the Lord pointed to his dear Son, as the oue only
scurce from whence a whole wotld of evil should find merey. Surely,
it is from Jesus alone, and by his gracious interposition, that the earth
stands. And therefore, why may not the Lord be supposed to be saying
by these verses; When I have punished, and am pusishing the world,
for their evil, and the wicked for their iniquity, and have caused the
arrogancy of the proud to cease; then shall my people look unto Him
whom they have pierced, and mourn; and then shall the Man, . Christ,
my fellow, be more precious than fine gold: even this one identical
Man, the Lord our righteousness, than the golden wedge of Ophir.
Reader, remember, I do not presume to say that such is the interpreta-
tion of the passage: but if I err, may'the Lord forgive my error: I
confess that the very thought refresheth my soul. And the passage,
seen in this poiut of view, in the midst of Babylon’s burden, is not
unlike some sweet herbage, or some eooling stream, found in the
midst of the desert, where;all around is a heath, or a dreary prospect.

13 Therefore I will shake the heavens, and the
earth shall remove out of her place, in the wrath
of the Lorb of hosts, and in the day of his fierce
anger.

14 And it shall be as the chased roe, and as
a sheep that.no man taketh up; they shall every
Yor. V. ‘ Qo
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man turn to his own people, and flee every one
into his own-land.

15 Every one that is found shall bé thrust
through; and every one thaf is joined unfo them
shall fall by the sword.

16 Their children also shall be dashed to pieces
before their eyes; their houses shall be spoiled,
~and their wives ravished.

17 Behold, I will stir up the Medes against
them, which shall not regard silver; and as for
“gold, they shall not delight in it.

18 Their bows also shall dash the young men
- to picces; and they shall have no pity on the fruit

of the womb ; their eye shall not spare children.

In these verses we have a continuation of the subject concerning the
destruction of Babylon, with the effects to he wrought by it on all the
people. And, what is very observable, so hardened against all impres=
sions of mercy shall be the enemies of Babylon, that, contrary to the
usage of armies, this army shall totally disregard plunder. They are
not fighting for silver nor gold : they are the Lord’s instruments of de-
struction; and as such, their minds are all instinctively directed to the
accomplishment of this one purpose. Probably in answer to the
prayers of his people, who cried to him under the oppression of Baby-
lon. Let the Reader consult to this purpose those scriptures, and
then judge: Lament. iv. 21, 22. Psalm exxxvii. throughout.

19 € And Babylon, the glory of kingdoms, the
beauty of the Chaldees” excellency, shall be as
when God overthrew Sodom and Gomorrah.

20 It shall never be inhabited, neither shall it
be dwelt in {rom generation to generation: nei-
ther shall the Arabian pitch tent there; neither
shall the shepherds make their fold there.

21 But wild beasts of the desert shall lie there ;
and their houses shall be full of doleful creatures;
and owls shall dwell there, and satyrs shall dance
there.

22 And the wild beasts of the islands shall
cry in their desolate houses, and dragons in their
pleasant palaces: and her time és near to come,
and her days shall not be prolonged.

I pray the Reader to read thisprophecy very attentively, ard mark well
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the awful destruction threatened. Sodom and Gomorrah were destroyed
in a day; and Babylon in a night. In the same moment when Belshaz-
zar was rioting, came his death. Den. v. 30. The glory of Babylon is
not only related by profane historians to have been the greatest of all
monarchies ; but sacred scn'pmre makes mention of it as such. Thon
saidst (saith the Lord) [ shall be a lady for ever; [ shall not sif as &
widow, neither shall I Iknow the loss of children: but these two things
shall come upon thee in a moment, in one day ; the loss of children, and
widowhood, See Isaiah, x1vii. 5 to the end; and the accomplishment,

Dan. v. 31. And what is yet, if possible, more remarkable in the ful-
filment of this prophecy, is the astonishing overthrow. All conquerors,
when they ‘subjugate kingdoms, conquer them to possess them; and
the more splendid they are, the more they delight in their conquests.
But concerning Babylon, the Lord had said, it should never be inha-
bited, nor dwelt in from generation to generalion; unless by doleful
creatures, satyrs, and beasts of the desert: and this was literally ful-
filled : for historians who have visited Babylon, all agree in one report,
that the very spot where it stood, though in its splendour it covered
over thirty miles in breadth ; camnot now be ascertained. None in-
deed have ventured to explore the interior parts of it, on account of the
beasts of prey, and serpents which dwell in it. There is one thouglt
more, which this prophecy, connected with its accomplishment, fur-
nisheth ; and that is the view which the gospel hath taken of it, when
speaking of it as a type of the utter destruction of Babylon under
the New Testament dispensation. 1f the Reader will consult Rev. xvii.
and xviii. and compare them with this prophecy, and the passage already
referred ‘to, Isaiah, xIvii. 5 to the end, he will tind abundant matter to
furnish him with subjects of the most improving nature.—1 only add,
as a finishing comment on the whole, when the Reader hath made his
own observations upon these solemn scriptures, looking up to God the
Holy Ghost for instructions to improve the whole to the divine glory,
and his own happiness, I beg of him to look into the human heart,
yea, into his own, and see whether, by the fall of man, there is not a
similar ruin induced, so that the heart which was once the temple of the
Jiving God, is now become the habitation of corrupt passions, like dra-
gons and beasts of prey?  Oh! the state, the fallen state of fallen man!

W
REFLECTIONS.

ReapEr! we have been now attending to the inspired penman’s
account of the buidea of Buabylon. And we who live in gospel days,
have lived to see the accomphshment of God’s denunciation against
. that devoted kingdom. Here let us ponder well the solemn Sllf)}erl'
for it is a very solemn one. 'Think uot, Reader, that the subject is
remote, and the history oue in which you and I have no concern. In-
deed, indeed we have the highest concern. TFor as Babylon became the
den of dragons, which was once the glory of kingdoms, and the beauty
of the Chaldees’ excellency; so our corrupt and falien nature, is be-
come the habitation of every unclean and corrupt affection, which was
once beautiful and lovely. Aud unless this nature be changed by so-
vereign grace, and the heart, which is now like a cage of unclean birds

Qo2
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and beasts of prey, be made once more the habitation of God through
the Spirit; how shall we ever,see the face of God in glory, or be reco-
vered to our original happiness?

Precious Jesus! how doth every view of our pature, and the miseries
of it, tend to endear thee to the heart, and to bring home the vast,
the infinite importance of thy salvation? Oh! thou purifier of our ‘ost
nature! Oh! thou almighty Jesus! thou caust cleanse, and thoa wilt
cleanse by thy blood, the souls and bodies of thy people! Yes!
blessed Jesus, in thee, and by thee, they shall be restored, yea, more
than restored, to their origmal purity and holiness. Thou wilt drive out
the strong man armed, and subdue all our sins, under thee. Yea, the
God of peace will bruise Satan under our feet shortly. Hail, thou
glotious restorer of all our watte places ! Hail, thou blessed memmoi
who hast redeemed us to God by thy biced. Ere loug thou wiilt take

. home thy Church to thine eternal kingdom, aud present it to ihyself, @
glorious church, not having spot or wrinkle or any such thing, but
that it shall be holy and without blemish, Amen,

CHAP., XIV.

CONTENTS.

This chapter is explanalory of the former. The Lord sheweth the
causes of Babylon’s ruin, to avenge the cause of his people, and ie
punish their enemies.

OR the Lorp will have mercy on Jacob, and
will yet choose Israel, and set them in their .
own land: and the strangers shall be joined

with them, and they shall cleave to the house of
Jacob.

What a beautiful opening is here! And now while we are enabled
to read the prophecies, unfolded and fulfilled in Christ, how is the
whole explained to our clearest apprchension! Reader! though the
final accomplishment of this prophecy refers to the restoration of the
Jews, when all the Gentiles shall be gathered in, yet the Lord’s mercy
to his people, whom he foreknew, is all along carried on, from age to
age, in the Church, and is uniformly spoken of as the one great ob)ect of
his providence and grace!

2 And the people shall take them, and bring
them to their place: and the house of Israel shall
possess them in the land of the Lorp for servants
and handmaids: and they shall take them cap-
tives, whose captives they were; and they shall
rule over their oppressors.

3 ¢ And it shall come to pass in the day that
the Lorp shall give thee rest from thy sorrow,
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and from thy fear, and from the hard bondage
wherein thou wast made to serve,

4 That thou shalt take up this proverb against
the king of Babylon, and say, How hath the op-
pressor ceased ! the golden city ceased !

5 The Lorp hath broken the staff of the
wicked, and the sceptre of the rulers.

6 He who smote the people in wrath with a
continual stroke, he that ruled the nations in an-
ger, 1s persecated, and none hindereth.

7 The whole earth is at rest; and is quiet: they
break forth into singing.

8 Yea, the fir-trees rejoice at thee, and the ce-
dars of Lphanon, saying, Since thouart laid down,
no feller is come up atfamst us.

9 Hell from beneath is moved for thee to meet
thee at thy coming: it stirreth up the dead for
thee, even all the chief ones of the carth ; ; it hath
raised up from their thrones all the kings of the
nations.

10 All they shall speak and say unto thee, art
thou also become weak as we? art thou become
like unto us?

11 Thy pomp is bxouffht down to the grave,
and the noise of thy viols: the worm is splead
under thee, and the worms cover thee.

12 How art thou fallen from heaven, O Luci-
fer, son of the morning! Zow art thou cut down
to the ground, which didst weaken the nations!

13 For thou hast said in thine heart, I will as-
cend into heaven, I will exalt my throne above the
stars of God: I will sit also upon the mount of
the congregation, in the sides of the north:

14 T will ascend above the heights of the clouds;
I will be like the most High.

15 Yet thou shalt be bxoudht down to hell, to
the sides of the pit.

16 They that see thee shall narrowly look upon



302 ISATAH. [cH. x1V.

thee, and consider thee, sqying, Is this the man that
made the earth to tremble, that did shake king-
doms; ,

17 That made the world as a wilderness, and
destroyed the cities thereof; that opened not the
house of his prisoners ?

18 All the kings of the. nations, evern all of
them, lie in_glory, every one in his own house.

19 But thou art cast out of thy grave like an
abominable branch, and as the raiment of those
that are slain, thrust through with a sword, that
go down to the stoues of the pit; as.a carcase
trodden under feet.

20 Thou shalt not be _Jomed with them in bu‘
rial, because thou hast destroyed thy land, and

‘slain thy people: the seed of evildoers shall never
be renowned.

21 Prepare slaughter for his chlldren for the
iniquity of their fathers; that they do not rise,

- nor possess the land, nor fill the face of the world
with cities.

22 For I will rise up against them, saith the
Lorp of hosts, and cut off from Babylon the
name, and remnant, and son, and nephew, saith
the Lorp.

23 I will also make it a possession for the bit-
tern, and pools of water: and I will sweep 1t with
the besom of destruction, saith the Lorp of hosts.

24 The Lorp of hosts hath sworn, saying,
Surely as I have thought, so shall it come to pass ;
d!ld as I have pumosed so shall it stand :

5 That I will break the Assyrian in my land,
and upon my mountains trecad him under foot :
then shall his yoke depart from off them, and his
burden depart from off their shoulders. '

26 This is the purpose that is purposed upon
the whole carth: and thisis the hand that is
stretehed out upon all the nations. '
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27 For the Lorp of hosts hath purposed, and
who shall disannul 7¢2 and his hand s stretched

out, and who shall turn it back ?

1 do not interrupt the reading through this long chain of the most
wonderful events, because it formns one grand whole. The destruc-
tion which will ultimately fall upon the enemies of God and of his
Christ, and the triumphs of the Church, are here set forth, under very
strong and figurative expressions. I cannot improve upon them, by at-
tempting to represent the truth in stronger language, than is here made
use of ; for nothing indeed can exceed it. But what I particularly beg
the Reader, with me, to remark is, that what the Prophet had before
said, is here completely fulfilled: Say ye to the righteous, that it shall
be well with kim: woe unto the wicked, it shall be ill with him! Isaiah,
iii. 10, 11. )

28 In the year that king Ahaz died was this
burden. ‘

29 Rejoice not thou, whole Palestina, because
the rod of him that smote thee is broken: for out
of the serpent’s root shall come forth 4 cockatrice,
and his fruit shall be a fiery flying serpent.

30 And the firstborn of the poor shall feed, and
the needy shall lic down in safety: and I will kill
thy root with famine, and he shall slay thy rem-
- nant. :

31 Howl, O gate; cry, O city; thou, whole
Palestina, art dissolved : for there shall come from
the north a smoke, and none shall be alone in his
appointed times. ‘ '

"The date of the prophecy is here faithfully set down, in order that,
when accomplished, it may not be suspected to have been written after
the things predicted had come to pass. 'The year that Ahaz died. The
same year that Uzziak died, Isaiah had that glorious vision, chap. vi. 1;
and the death of 4haz was remarkable also in this burden, concerning
Babylon, lsaiah forewarns Palestina not to rejoice at the death of the
king, for others shall arise to punish.

32 What shall one then answer the messengers
. of the nation? That the Lorp hath founded .
Zion, and the poor of his pcople shall trust
n it. ~

This verse forms a blessed conclusion to the whole subject of Ba-
bylon’s burden. It is as if the prophet had said, *¢ Should any one of
the nations around behold Babylow's fall, and Israel’s emancipation,

and returu to their beloved Jerusalem, should any one ask, or send mes-
sengers o inquire iuto the cause, whercfore is this 7 the answer is di-
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rect: It is the Loxrd's controversy, not man’s: Zion is the Lord’s, he
hath founded her, and therefore he will defend her. And though Zion’s
enemies may for a while seem to triumph, and the transgressions of Zion
may bring her into captivity ; yet the Lord loveth Zion, and will bless
her, and the poor-of his people shall know this, and depend upon it.”
Zeph. iii. 12.
e PR e
REFLECTIONS.

How truly blessed it is to observe, and know, that the Lord watcheth
over all the concerns of his people! Thongh Babylon triumph for 2
while, and though the Lord suffer his people to go into captivity; yet
they are still his people, and the Lord will not permit them to be op-
pressed for ever. / .

But what an awful seripture is this, for all the enemices of Christ and.
his people to read: Hell from beneath is moved for all such, to meet them
at their coming! And what an aggravated load of woe is if, to think
that they have been uniformly fighting against God and his people ;
so that their misery is abundantly aggravated, like the rich man’s in the
parable, when lifting up their eyes in torments, and not only seeing heaven
afar off, but they whom in this life they most hated ‘made most com-
pletely happy!

My soul! see to it, that thou art 2 citizen of Zion, and not of Baby~
fon! 'This is the Church, the City, the royal, the holy City, which the
Lord hath founded. Oh'! for grace to be found a citizen of Zion,
when the Lord writeth up the people. Better to be a doorkeeper of
the gates of Zion, than a dweller in the tents of ungodliness. Lord, it is
thou that hast founded Zion in Jesus; and in Jesus may my soul be
found in Zion.

CHAP. XV.

) CONTENTS.

The prophet heve enters upon the subject of Moal’s history: and @
woeful uccount it is. Not a word of comfort through the whole.

HE burden of Moab. " Because in the night

Ar of Moab is laid waste, and brought to si-
lence; because in the night Kir of Moab is laid
waste, and brought to silence;

2 He is gone to Bajith, and to Dibon, the high
places, to weep: Moab shall howl over Nebo,
and over Medeba: on all their heads shall be bald-
ness, and every beard cut off.

3 In their streets. they shall gird themselves
with sackcloth: on the tops of their houses, and
in their streets, every one shall howl, weeping
abundantly.
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4 Aud Heshbon shall cry, and Elealah: their
voice shall be heard even unto Jahaz: therefore
the armed soldiers of Moab shall cry out; his life

shall be grievous unto him.

Here is a sad account of Moab! And in order to enter into a full
apprehension of the history, we must consult the scripture account con-
cerning this people. If we look back to the original settlement of
Israel, we shall find that this was a nation descended from Lot, Gen.
xiii. 10, 11; and the very Moab which, by Balak, called an idolatrous
enchanter, even Balaam, to curse the people of God, see Nuambers,
xxii. and xxiii. Israel bad many times power to destroy them, but did
not; yet Moab perpetually harassed Israel. In all ages, the people of
God suffer persecution. The Reader will see more of their history, by
consulting those scriptures, chap. xvi. 14. Jerem. xxviii. 1. Ezekiel, xxv.
8. Here the Lord describes the day of Moab’s visitation, and the eﬂ'ects
of lt

5 My heart shall cry out for Moab; his fuvl-
tive shall flee unto Zoar, an heifer of three years
old: for by the mounting up of Luhith with weep-
ing shall they go it up; for in the way of Horo-

naim they shall raise up a cry of destruction.

I pause over this verse to remark, and admire, the tender mercies of
the Prophet. Though an enemy, yet the Prophet weeps over Moab.
“Alas! who that is born of 2 woman, but must feel for the miseries in-
duced by sin in our common nature? Methinks here is a loud appeal
to the ministers of Jesus, to have very feeling hearts over the miseriee
coming upon sinners: How did the bowels of Jesus yearn over the
approm:hm“r desolations of Jerusalem? Luke, xiii. 34, 35.

6 TFor the waters of Nimrim shall be desolate .
for the hay is withered away, the grass faileth,
there is no green thing.

7 Therefore the abundance they have gotten,
and that which they have laid up, shall they carry
away to the brook of the willows.

8 For the cry is gone round about the borders
of Moab; the howhno thereof unto Eglaim, and
the howling thereof unto Beer-elim.

9 For the waters of Dimon shall be full of
blood : for I will bring more upon Dimon, lions
upon him that escapeth of Moab, and upon the

remnant of the land.
Every thing contained in these verses is like the Prophet’s roil, written
within, and without, and full of nothing else but lamentatum, and

mourning, and woe. Alas! what an awful thing must it be, to be full
VoL. V. Rr
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of this world's sorrow, aud without the knowledge of, and an interest
in Christ to soften it!

e e

. ] REFLECTIONS.

Reapnr, in the history of Moab, behold the history of every
maw by nature, exposed to the just judgment of God, the curse of his
broken law, zad @l the terrors, which will one day full upon the wicked !
Hieir hatred to God and his Chiist, is manifested by {hieir hatred to his
people; oeither can the malignity be taken out or purged by whole
burut sacrifices.,  From generation to geveration, their anger buras
with implacable hatred; neither can any thing soften it. And as uo-
thing tends to lessen or remove i, so the causes everlastingly must
exist, to increase it wmore and more! Oh! the awful state of the enemies.
o God and his Christ! -

Reader! can we lock back to the days of our dwelling with the Moabs
of this world ?  Can we vemember our return, like RRuth and Neomi,
from the country of Moab o the land of Bethlehem, even the house
of bread, in Jesus, who is himseli the bread of life.  Ol! the blessed-
ness of such a recovery ! Precivus Lord Jesus! give us grace to praise
thee : for vothing bt thy power, in the sweet iuflucnces of thy Holy Spi-
rit, could persuade Japheth to dwell in the tents of Shem, or constrain
our hearts into the leve of God, and into the patient waiting for Jesus
Christ.  Bessed Lord! since thou hLast called us by thy grace, and
bronght our souls to be savingly acquainted with thy Jove, oh ! help
us to live to thy glory, and to cease from all the’ Moabs, who are the
enemies of thy cross, and to come out from among them, and to be
separated, aml touch not the unclean thing; so wilt thou receive us,
and be @ Fulher unlo us, and we shall be the sons and daughters of
the Lord Almighty.

CITAP. XVIL )
CONTENTS.
. This chapter is a conlinuation of the burden of Moud. The prophet
calls upon Moab, in her disivesses, to be looking unte Him, who alone
condd save her, that should sit upon the throne of David, whick is
Christ; and tn the wegliect of this predicts fer tolel ruin. '
END ye the lamb to the ruler of theland from
Sela to the wilderness, unto the mount of the
daughter of Zion.

2 For it shall be, that, as a wandering bird
cast out of the nest, so the daughters of Moab
shall be at the fords of Arnon. .

3 Take counsel, execute judgment; make thy
shadow as the night in the midst of the noonday ;
hide the outcasts; bewray not him that wan-
dereth
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It appeats, that in the days of David, Moab was under tribute to°
Israel, and paid gifts : ¢ Sam. viil. 2. And it shonld seem, that Meab
had at the time of the Prophet’s ministry, withdrawn her allegiance.
Hence the Prophet adionisheth Moab to revive this payment.  Aund
as in the days of Mesha, king of Moab, this tribute was paid in larbs,
the Prophet recommends Moab to do so now; 2 Kings, 1ii. 4. Bat is
there not a spiritual. lesson, of a much higher nature, intended by the
Prophet’s direction to Moab 1 Israel was about to go iuto captivity,
and Moceab was uuder the heavy displeasure of the Lord: Now, saith
the prophet to Moab, offer up the lamb for an ofitring in sucrifice, with
an eye to Christ. Seek pardon and peace through Ins biood ; and in
token of your sense of 'sin before Giod, be kind and affectionate to the
Lord’s people; hide the. outeasts of the Lord’s heritage, and look
unto mounat Zion: otherwise, Mouab will be utterly spoiled, and scat-
tered, and driven away, as a wandering bird.

4 Let mine-outcasts dwell with thee, Moab;
- be thou a covert to them from the face of the
spoiler: for the extortioner is at.an cnd, the
spoiler ce'lseth, the OppICssOrs are consumed out
of the land.

5 And in wercy shall the thmne be established :
and he shall sit upon it in truth in the tabernacle
of David, judging, and secking judgment, and
hasting nghteousness.

The~e are beautiful verses, and full of gospel. The Lord recom-
mends Moab to give shelter to Israel. They ate outcasts, but still they .
are the Lord’s, Is this Zion (said the nations, in Jerusalem’s mourniug)
is this Zion, whom men call the perfection of beauty, the joy of the whole
earth? Lam. ii. 15.. Now Moab is advised to take the Lord’s outcasts
in, and give them w elcome in the ddy of their cainnnty.  And the mo-
tives for domg so are added 1 In mercy shall the throne be established :
that is, Jesus, the seed of David, will erect his threne in mercy, and the
Gentiles, as well as the Jews, shall pastake of the Llessings which will
issue from his throne. Therefore seek the favour of this almwhty King,
by being kind to the Kiag’s people. Reader! the same advice holds
oood in all ages, and among all nations.  And who shall say, if the
Lord inclines the heait of sinners to be kind fo the Lord’s distressed

saints, might it not encourage au hope, that he who gives the gryce of

love to his people, will give lhe fﬂace of faith and repeatance lowards
himself?

6 € We have he'nd of the pride of Moab; fe
is very proud: even of his' haughtiness, and his
pnde, and his wrath; but his lies shall not
he so. '

7 Thnerefore shall Moab howl for Moab, every

Rro
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one shall howl: for the foundations of Kir-hare-
seth shall ye mourn ; surely they are striken.

8 For the fields of Heshbon languish, and the
vine of Sibmah: the lords of the heathen have
" broken down the principal plants thereof, they

are come even unto Jazer, they wandered ¢through
the wilderness: her branches are stretched out,
they are gone over the sea.

.9 Therefore I will bewail with the weeping of
Jazer the vine of Sibmah: I will water thee with
my tears, O Heshbon, and Elealeh: for the shout-
ing for thy summer fruits and for thy harvest is
fallen.

10 And gladness is taken away, and joy out of
the plentiful field ; and in the vineyards there shall
be no singing, neither shall there be shouting : the
treaders shall tread out no wine in their presses; 1
have made their vintage shouting to cease.

11 Wherefore my bowels shall sound like an

“harp for Moab, and mine inward parts for Kir-
haresh. : L

12 And it shall come to pass, when it is seen
that Moab is weary on the high place, that he
shall.come to his sanctuary to. pray; but he shall
not prevail. \

If the Reader looks closely to what-is here said concerning Moab,
he will find it a suited representation of all the pride and ostentation
of all the flourishing nations of the earth. The pride of Moab con-
sisted in her wines and luxuries; her strong holds, and noble cities.
And what is it now, even in the present hour, among all carnal men and
nations? What is said of Calnah, and Hamath, and Gath, may be said of
kingdoms and of individuals ; they lie upon beds of ivory, and siretch
themselves upon their couches; they eat the lambs out of the flock, and

X the calves out of the midst of the stall; but they are not grieved for

the afflictions of Joseph! 'They know not the Lord’s Christ. Take

away their carnal rejoicings, and they have nothing left to rejoice in.

Amos, vi. 2—7, N

13 This és the word that the Lorp hath spoken
concerning Moab since that time.

14 But now the Lorp hath spoken, saying,
Within three years, as the years of an hireling, and
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the glory of Moab shall be contemued, with all
that great mulititude; and the remnant shall be

very small and feeble.

Here is the close of the history of Moab, and an awful history it is.
The Lord’s purpose, and the time of executing his purpese, are both
determined: so hath it been in all ages, and so it is, and must be accom~
plished. What a solemn, but beautiful observation the apostle Peter
makes upon this subject, in the close of one of his Epistles: he had been
observing, with much pain of mind, how profane scoffers held in con-
tempt the Leord’s threatenings of sinners, and closeth up the observation
with a word of cousolation to the Lord’s people: Beloved (saith he)
be not ignorant of this one thing that one day is with the Lord as a
thousand years; and a thousand years as one duy. The Lord is not
slack concerning his promise, as some men count slackness, but is long-
suffering to us ward, not willing that any should perish, dut that all
showld come to repeniance. And then the apostle adds a most striking
scripture, and an earhest exhortation from it, to which I pray the Reader
to refer, 2 Peter, ili. 10—14.

B ]

REFLECTIONS.

REeADER! pause over this chapter, in the solemn contents of it, and
then gather into one collected view, the history of Moab, m the scrip-
- ture account of it, from beginning to end ; and behold what a miserable
life, the life of carnal men of every description and character is, in what-
ever pomt of view they are regarded. Moab is but a picture of men
and things out of Christ, througuout the earth. The situation of Moab
was indeed most lovely, in those rich plains of Jordan, by Jericho. But
what are grapes and vineyards, or the fertility and riches of a kmgdom,
where the inbubitants know not the Lord?  What is the whole Turkish
empire, in all the luxuries the imagination can conceive, while under the
curse of God in Mahometan darkness? Oh, Reader! think of the vast
and inmense privileges of the blessed gospel of the ever biessed God !
It is not for the precious things brought jorth by the sun, neither jor
the precious things pul forth by the moon ; but the good-will of him
that dwelt in the bush! When once the soul is truly awakened to
a seuse of sin, and the apprehension of the wrath to come; when the
short and persiung state of things around is properly seen, and as rightly
valued ; then nothing short of Christ can bring comfort and content to
the heart. Reader! let us learn wisdom from the history and destruc-
tion of Moab, and send to Him, who is the ruler of our sinful land,
our tribute, and seek in his sacrifice, pardon and forgiveness. Let us
not only send to him, but come to him, thetrue Lamh of God, whick
laketh away the sins of the world. He is upon the throne of Duavid,
Judging, and seeking judgment, and husting righteousness. Yea, he
is the Lamb in the midst of the throne; and that throne is a throne of
grace, as well as glory. He will hear, and answer prayer, for he is
stit} the meek and lowly Saviour, who hath said, Come unto me, all ye
that are weary and heavy laden, and ye shall find rest unto your souis.
Oh! for grace to come boldly uuio his throne, that we may obtain
mercy, and find grace to help in all time of need!
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CHAP. XVII

CONTENTS.

| This Chapter opens with the burden qf Damascus ; but there is much
eoncerning Israel in it ‘also. Damascus is threatened with destruction.
The Lord’s promises concerning Israel, some sweet vicws qf gospel times
are here and there iniroduced.

HE burden of Damascus. Behold, Damascus
is taken away from being a city, and it shall
be a ruinous heap.’

2 'T'he cities of Aroer are forsaken: they shall
be for flocks, which shall lie down, and none shall
inake them afraid.

3 The fortress also shall cease from Eplnaxm,
and the kingdom from Damascus, and the rem-
nant of byna they shall be as the glory of the

children of Israel, saith the Lorp of hosts.

Damascus was the ehief city of Syria; and in how many instances the
Assyrians distressed the Church of God, the Old Testameat history
bath largely recorded. It is most justructive to observe, as we prose-
cute the annals of the Church, how the Lord raiseth up one nation, and
putteth down another, as those nations are made instrumental to hum-
ble or to raise Israel’s glory. Iun the mean time, the Lord preserveth
the Church, as his handful of people, in the midst of all, through the
earth. Rise or fall who may among the uatmm, yet Jacob the Lord s
portion, continueth the same. - Mlcah v. 5—0.

4 And in that day it shall come to pass, that the
glory of Jacob shall be made thin, and the fatness
of his flesh shall wax lean.

5 And it shall be as when the barvest-man ga-
thereth the corn, and reapeth the eais with his
arm; and it s[nll be as he thdt gathereth ears in

the valley of Rephaim.

There was a time, even in the days of Solomon, when the nation of
Israel was great and flourishing ; but now, how is the fine gold become
dim! TReader, look at this scripture in a spiritual sense, and observe
how the glory is departed! But blessed be God, there is yet a rem-
nant according to the election of grace; Rom. xi. 5. N

69 Yet ﬂrleamncr grapes shall be left in it, as
the shaking of an ollve tree, two or three berries in
the top of the uttermost bough, four or five in the

outmost fruitful branches thel eof, saith the Lorp
rod of Israel,
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7 At that'day shall a man look to his Maker,
and his cyes shall have respect to the Holy One
of Israel.

8 And he shall not look to the altars, the
work of his hands, neither shall respect #2af which
his fingers have made, elthex the groves or the

1maﬂes.

I follow the same order as our Bibles, in including these verses, as
they are there done, in parentheses; for it seems to me to be so de-
signed, as if to call upon the Reader to observe how the Lord, in the
mxdst of Israel’s judgment, remembers mercy; and in times of desola-
tion, so remote from the coming of Christ, still throws in this sweet
scripture, to remind the Church of the gospel days yet to coue.
Reader! determine for yourself (for I will not determine for you) and
may God the Holy Ghost guide and instruct you in the determination;
but is it not with reference to Jesus, that the Prophet was here commis-
sioned to tell the Church, that at that day a wan should leck to hxs
Maker, aud his eyes have 1espect to the Holy One.of Israel 1 What duy
could the Prophet mean, but the gospel dav" Aud what direction
should the eye of faith have, but to the Lord Jesus Christ? Isaiah, xlii.

1, dnd xlv. 22,

9 94 In that day shall his stlong cities be asa
forsaken bough, and an uppermest branch, which
they left because of the childrea of Israel: and
there shall be desolation.

10 Because thou hast forgotten the God of thy
salvation, and hast not been mindful of the rock
of thy strength, therefore shalt thou plant plea-
sant plants, “and shall set it with strange slips:

11 In the day shalt thou make thv pia.xt to
grow, and in the morning shait thou ‘make thy
.sced to flourish: dut the hanvest shall be a hicap in
the day of grief and of desperate sorrow.

12 ‘sVoc to the multitude of many people, which
make a noise like the noise of the seas ; and to the
rushing of nations, that make a rushing like the
l'us.nin‘w of mighty waters!

The nations shall rush like the rushing of
m'm) waters: but God shall rebuke them, aml
they shall flee afar off, and shall be chased as the
chaff of the mountains before the wind, and like a
rolling thing before the whirlwind.
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14 Anund behold at eveningtide trouble; and be-
the morning he # not. This s the portion of
them that spoil us, and the lot of them that

rob us.

I include the whole under cue view, and, besides the general observa-
tion to be made upon them s a prophecy, fully accomplished, in af-
ter ages, I pray the Reader to make hisspiritual reflections upon what is
here said, and I venture to believe that he will find a large scope for the
most improving application. 1If the Lord’s Israel do forsake the Lord,
the Rock of their salvation, the sure consequence is chastisement and dis-
appointment. The Lord withers their gourds, and a worm will grow out
of the root of their most pleasant plants. At evening tide they find trou-
ble, and before the morning their comforts are goue. There is nothing
for the soul to rest upon, or find joy in, but Jesus; and if we do not
make him our chief happiness, it matters not what elee we place it in;
for all wiil deceive, and prove a delusion. Precious Lord! how doth
every part of thy blessed word manifest the infinite importance of
thyself, and thy great salvation!

S— S—
REFLECTIONS.

ReADER! mark the burden of Damascus; and beliold, in the his-
tory of that people, the tinal end of all the enemies of God, and of his
Christ.  Of what avail was the splendour of this kingdom, or the power
of her armies? Though the haughty Syrian exclainted, in the vanity of
his heart, Are not Abuana and Pharpar, vivers of Damascus, better than
all the waters in Israel? yet, like the waters of the Dead Sea, cvery
thing around them, and in them, and what was brought forth from their
watering, produced nothing but death. Without God, without Christ,
no ordinances of grace, no word of salvation, no blood of sprinkling !
Alas, when the evil day cometh, and the prosperous days of carnal de-
lights are once over, all is over!

Precions Redcemer! let mine eyes be unto thee, and let my soul
have respect unto the Holy One of Israel! Surely nothing can truly
sweeten even the sweets of this life, that they shall have no bitterness
mingled up with them, except thou art ia them; and the very thouzhts
of an hereatter (until a conscious interest in thee, and in thy salva-
tion, makes that hereafter truly blessed) will be for ever full of horrors
to (he thinking mind. Be thou, therefore, precious Jesus, the all of this
life, and of that which is to come. In thee, and from thee, let all
my springs flow; for then, and then only, will my meditation of thee be
sweel.

CHAP. XVIIL

CONTENTS. :
/
This Chapler, like the former, is full of threatenings to the people
to wnom it refers, on account of their illwill to Israel, It is but short,
but it contains heavy lidings.
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OE to the land shadowing with wings,

which és beyond the rivers of Ethiopia:
Though the name of the uation against whom woe is here denounced,
is not mentioned; yet, by being said to be beyond the rivers of Ethi-
opia, it is easy to discover, that it is a nation which had proved perfidious
to Israel. 'The Lord taketh up, and avengeth the quarrel of his people:
Whoso toucheth them, toucketh the apple of his eye; Zechariah, ii. 8.

2 That sendeth ambassadors by the sea, even
in vessels of bulrushes upon the waters, .saying,
Go, ye swift messengers, to a nation scattered and
peeled, to a people terrible from their beginning
hitherto ; a nation meted out and trodden down,
whose land the rivers have spoiled.

Here is the threat of this enemy. Taking advantage of Israel’s hum-
blings, he cometh on when Israel is cast down. Let the Reader spi-
ritualize the passage to himself and his own circumstances, and he will
find it profitable. If the world, or the great enemy of souls, come on
to distress the souls of God’s peoplé, when the Lord is chastening them;
the Lord seeth, and will avenge their quarrel. Though the Lord cor-
rect, yet they shall not; and though he brings down, he will bring up,
and they shall not hinder. It is blessed to see this, and to know it}
What a very sweet scripture, in a way of expostulation, is that in the
prophecy of Obadiak against Edom, on this very account. [ pray the
Reader to look at it: Obadiah, verse 8 to the end.

3 All ye inhabitants of the world, and dwellers
on the earth, see ye, when he lifteth up an ensign
on the mountain; and when he bloweth a trumpet,
hear ye.

4 For so the Lorp said unto me, I will take my
rest, and I will consider in my dwelling place like
a clear heat upon herbs, and like a cloud of dew in
the heat of harvest.

5 For afore the harvest, when the bud is per-
fect, and the sour grape is ripening in the flower,
be shall both cut off the sprigs with pruning
hooks, and take away and cut down the branches.

6 They shall be left together unto the fowls of
the mountains, and to the beasts of the earth:
and the fowls shall summer upon them, and all

the beasts of the earth shall winter upon them.
Here the Lord soundeth an alarm to all the enemies of his Church;
and they are admonished to attend to the sound of the trumpet, that

YoL. V. Ss
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then the Lord goeth forth for the salyation of his people, even for sal-
vation with his Anointed. Every eye shall see, and all faces shall ga~
ther blackness, when the Lord turneth back the captivity of his people.
And observe how striking is the prophet’s expression: for so the Lord
said unto me. Christ is the rest, in which Jehovah resteth, and is well
pleased: and therefore in him, and his great salvation, Israel’s deliver-
ance and security is found. And hence, when the Lord sware in his
wrath, that the unbelievers should not enter into his rest, it referred to
their rejection of Christ; Heb. iv. 1, to the end.

7 € In that time shall the present be brought
unto the Lorp of hosts of a people scattered and
peeled, and from a people terrible from their be-
ginning hitherto ; a nation meted out and trodden
under foot, whose land the rivers. have spoiled, to
the place of the name of the Lorbp of hosts, the
mount Zion.

I do not presume to sayas much, but I ang} inclined to think, that
what is said in this verse, is meant to shadow forth the glorious revenue
of everlasting praise, which poor sinners, of every description and cha-
racter, shall offer, when brought to the Lord, in a way of grace and
salvation. They are here spoken of as scattered and peeled. And who
more so than souls brought under conviction, until brought into a state
of salvation in Jesus? And as the subject of woe in this chapter is to
the land beyond the rivers of Ethiopia, why may we not suppose the
song of praise, and the present brought unto the Lord, may be from the

- same land concerning whom the Psalmist says, she shall soon stretch
out her hands unto God? Psalm, Ixviii. 31. It is blessed to trace the

most distant shades of -whatever refers to the glorious salvation by
Christ. '

[cH. XVIII.

Y o -
“REFLECTIONS,

WHEN we ‘consider the extensive nature of sin, and behold the
universal reign of it in every nation, over every.clime, and among all
people; how full of relief is the thought that His empire, by whom sin
is destroyed, is said as finally and fully to be from sea even to sea; and
Jrom the river even to the ends -of the earth! And what bui God’s
grace can overcome and subdue man’s corruptions by nature! What
shall stop the hatred of the heart against the love of God, but God’s
love in subduing that enmity? If, therefore, we behold the land sha-
dowing with wings beyond the river, coming forth with wrath against
the Lord’s people; and if we behold the Lord going forth with whirl-
winds of the south, to blow the trumpet of the everlasting gospel,
why should it be thought incredible that the weapons of sin should fall
from the hands of the mighty, and the proud heart be breught to bend
to the sceptre of divine grace ?

Reader, mark what the Lord said unto the prophet, and let our souls
seek to our rest as the Lord did unto his. Precious Lord Jesus, thou
art the rest wherewith the Lord will cause the weary to vest, and thou
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art the refreshing. Here may we behold souls fly as clouds, and as
doves to their windows! Here may the kings of Tarshish, and of the
isles, bring. presents: the kings of Sheba and Seba offer gifts. Yea,
blessed Jesus, here may all kings full down before thee, and all nations
do thee service! Amen.

CHAP. XIX.
CONTENTS.

In this chapter, Egypt, the original and sworn foe to Israel, comes
in for her judgment. Great misery and distress are threatened to
Egypt. The close of the chapter contains great mercy, which is pro-
mised to Egypt in calling the inhabitants to Christ. :

THE burden of Egypt, Behold, the Lorp
‘rideth upon a swift cloud, and shall come -
into Egypt: and the idols of Egypt shall be
moved at his presence, and the heart of Egypt
shall melt in the midst of it.

2 And I will set the Egyptians against the
Egyptians: and they shall fight every one against
his’ brother, and every one against his neighbour;
city against city, and kingdom against kingdom.

3 And the spirit of Egypt shall fail in the -
midst thereof; and I will destroy the counsel
thereof: and they shall seek to the idols, and to
the charmers, and to them that have familiar spi-
rits, and to the wizards. )

4 And the Egyptians will T give over into the
hand of a cruel lord ; and a fierce king shall rule
over them, saith the LorDp, the Lorp of hosts.

5 And the waters shall fail from the sea, and
the river shall be wasted and dried up.

6 And they shall turn the rivers far away; and
the brooks of defence shall be emptied and dried
up: the reeds and flags shall wither. - '

7 The paper-reeds by the brooks, by the mouth
of the brooks, and. every thing sown by the

. brooks, shall wither, be driven away, and be no
more. ‘ ~

8 The fishers also shall mourn, and all they

that cast angle into the brooks shall lament, and
Ss2



316 ISATIAH. © [em. xix.

they that spread nets upon the waters shall lan-
guish.
9 Moreover they that work in fine flax, and
they that weave networks, shall be confounded.
10 And they shall be broken in the purposes

thereof, all that make sluices and ponds for fish.

Here is the same subject of national distress for the burden of Egypt,
as that of Damascus or Moab, though the end differs: foreign wars, and
domestic jealousies are predicted: so that every man’s hand is to be
against his brother. As a nation and people, Egypt is described as .
most calamitous. Famine, and the want of bread; and fish, which their
rivers supplied in plenty, were to fail by the Lord’s drying up the waters.
In short, a general desolation was to take place, in the burden of Egypt.
If we spiritualize the history, it may be said, and said with truth, that
there is a very Egypt, and the burden of Egypt falls in upon the soul,
whenever the Lord remits the out-pouring of his Holy Spirit. Reader,
do you not find, in the risings of sin within, and the remains of in-
dwelling corruption in the soul, that, like the Egyptian’ darkness, even
a deaduess and a darkness which may be felt is induced, and a burden
indeed, of an intolerable nature, comes over the mind? And in such
seasons, doth not the very spirit fail, and every thing seems to be, for the
time, in respect of grace, lost? And how often is the poor heart tempted
to cry out, My strength and my hope is perished from the Lord?
Lament. iii. 18.

11 9 Surely the princes of Zoan are fools, the
counsel of the wise counsellers of Pharaoh is be-
come brutish; how .say ye unto Pharaoh, I am
the son of the wise, the son of ancicnt kings ?

12 Where are they: where are thy wise men ¢
and let them tell thee now, and let them know
what the: Lorp of hosts hath purposed upon
Egypt. / ‘

13 The princes of Zoan are become fools, the
princes of Noph are deceived ; they have also se~
duced Egypt, even they that are the stay of the
~ tribes thereof.

14 The Lorp hath mingled a perverse spirit in
the midst thereof: and they have caused Egypt to.
err in every work thereof, as a drunken man stag-
gereth in his vomit.

15 Neither shall there be any work for Egypt,
which the head or tail, branch or rush, may do.

16 In that day shall Egypt be like unto wo-



cH. x1x.] ISATAM. si7

men: and it shall be afraid and fear because of the
shaking of the hand of the Lorp of hosts, which
he shaketh over it. "

17 And the land of Judah shall be a terror unto
Egypt, every one that maketh mention thereof
shall be afraid in himself, because of the counsel

of the Lorp of hosts, which he hath determined
against 1t.

In these verses the subject of lamentation is carried on, under various
descriptions, and all corresponding to denote the burden of Egypt. Their
.senators and wise men became unable to guide the helm of public affairs.
Egypt was remarkable for learning ; for Moses, we are told, was learned
in all the wisdom of the Egyptians. But now the whole nation is sunk.
into ignorance. And the cause is from the Lord; for it is said that the
Lord had mingled a perverse spirit in the midst thereof. And so great
was the dread of the Lord and his people upon the minds of the Egyp-
tians, that every one thai made mention only thereof became a terror to
himself. . Reader, improve the subject spiritually, and it will. indeed be
very profitable. Is not this account of Egypt similar to what the mind
of man feels under the awakenings of a sense of sin, and a dread of
divine wrath in consequence thereof ! Are not the humblings of the
mind under fear and apprehension of a judgment to come, infinitely
greater than those which arise from the dread of temporal evils? And
when the Lord convinceth of sin, of righteousness, and of judgment, will
not the soul be more convulsed, than with any other terror? John,
Avi. 8. ‘ ’

18 ¢ In that day shall five cities in the land of
Egypt speak the language of Canaan, and swear to
the Lorp of hosts; one shall be called, The city-
of destruction. B ‘

19 In that day shall there be an altar to the
Lorp in the midst of the land of Egypt, and a pil-
lar at the border thereof to the Lorn.

20 And it shall be for a sign and for a witness
unto the Lorp of hosts in the land of Egypt: for
they shall cry unto the Lorp because of the op-
pressors, and he shall send them a saviour, and a

great one, and he shall deliver them.

I beseech the Reader to remark every word in these verses. Let him
observe how the sweet promises contained in them open. fn that day,
namely, the gospel day; the day of Christ, which A4braham, ages back,
but now so much nearer, saw afar off, rejoiced and was glad. And how
blessed is the promise to Egypt in this day. Egypf, had been miserably
spoken of before, but now in mercies. So is it in all the transitions from
pature to grace, The language of Canaan is the language of the gos-

v
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pel; so that Egypt, shall partake with Israel in the mercies of redemp-
tion, and shall speak the same language. And observe, that this is to
be not in one or two instances, but by towns and cities;; yea, five at
once, as if to intimate that day of gospel grace, when the Holy Ghost
shall be poured out upon all flesh, agreeably to the promise, Joel, ii.
28—32; Acts, it. 17—21. Neither is this all: for an altar to the
Lord shall be set up in Egypt. Christ is the New Testament Altar,
gud the Egyptians, like Israel, shall present all their offerings upon
Him, and in Him, and by Him: neither doth the blessing of gospel
grace stop here; for when the poor sinner, under convictions of sin,
and the oppressions of the enemy, is constrained to cry out unto the
. Lord, the Lord will send a Saviour, and a great one, and he will deliver
him from all his burden, and from all bis sins. Pray, Reader, pause
over this precious scripture, for it is indeed most precious; and say,
to whom but to Jesus the almighty Saviour of lost sinners, can this™
refer? Indeed was not his name called JEsus by the angel, for this
express reason, because he should save his people from their sins?
Matthew, i. 21.

21 And the Lorp shall be known to Egypt,
and the Egyptians shall know the Lorp in that
day, and shall do sacrifice and oblation; yea, they

shall vow a vow unto the Lorp, and perform 2.

Pause again, Reader, over this lovely verse, for it is a continu-
ance of the same doctrine. The blessed and auspicious effect of a
Saviour, and a great one, being sent to the cry of the Egyptians, shall
be followed up with another vast privilege; the Lord Jehovah shall
be known to Egypt, in his covenant character and relationship, and the
Egyptians shall know the Lord. A good understanding shall take place
between them: and whereas, in times past, the knowledge of the Lord
was only in Israel; now the knowledge of the Lord shall cover the earth
as the waters cover the sea. Surely there never was a more blessed gos-
pel, nor a more blessed promise! And when fulfilled, in bringing siu-
ners from afar, to the knowledge and love of God in Christ; what a
blessed accomplishment is there of these scripture prophecies! Isaiah,
liv. 13.

22 And the Lorp shall smite Egypt: he shall
smite and heal ¢¢ : and they shall return even to
the Lorp, and he shall be intreated of them, and

shall heal them.

Still prosecuting the same blessed theme, here is another gospel
mercy. The Lord will convince, and convert; the Lord will wound,
and heal. The Holy Ghost will make his word as a fire and as a ham-
mer, to melt and break the stout heart of the sinner, by the Spirit of
Judgment, and the Spirit of burning! And he that brings under the
rod, will bring into the covenant, and shew himself to be both tke Spi-
rit of truth, and the Holy Ghost the comforter! Jeremiah, xxiii, 29.
Isaial, iv. 4. Ezek. xx. 37. John, xiv. 16, 17.

23 9 In that day there shall be a highway out
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of Egypt to Assyria, and the Assyrian shall come
into Iigypt, and the Egyptian into Assyria, and
the Lgyptians shall serve with the Assyrians.

24 In that day shall Israel be the third with
Egypt, and with Assyria, even a blessing in the
midst of the land:

25 Whom the Lorp of hosts shall bless, saying,
Blessed be Egypt my people, and Assyria the

work of my hands, and Israel mine inheritance. .

What a blessed close doth the prophet make of this sweet sermon
of prophecy, in the end of the chapter! The gospel church is said
to be an highway for the people; and so it is, when the Lord lifts up
his standard through the earth. The enclosure of Israel, that had been
kept for ages, is then thrown down; and both Jew and Gentile o
brought into one fold, under one Shepherd, Jesus Christ, the righteous.
Oh! the felicity, when Christ shall be universally acknowledged, as
the Lord Jehovah’s Christ; the one, the only ordinance of heaven for
salvation to all the earth! Lord, I would say (and the Reader wil}
surély join my soul in the prayer of faith), hasten thy blessed purposes,
and let that sweet promise to our Skilok be accomplished, when fe
shall see the travail of his soul, and shall be satisfied ; when men shall
be blessed in kim, and all ‘nations shall cell him blessed, Amen.

st ST EItaretree—e

REFLECTIONS.

PAvusE, my soul, over this Chapter, and gather up the several inte-
resting contents of ‘it into one view: pray over it, and beg of God the
Holy Ghost to make it truly blessed to thy meditation., X .

Tn the afflictions of Egypt, behold the sure afflictions which arise out
of a' fallen sinful state. Burdens, like those the Egyptians felt and
groaned under, must and will make every sinner groan, when onge the
heart is brokeu for sin, and truly brought acquainted with the miseries
of it. But when, from under the galling load of a guilty conscience,
the poor sinner cries unto the Lord, because of the oppressors; then
the Lord sends them e Saviour, and a great one, aud he delivers them.
Yea, before they called, before they felt their misery, before the evil of
sinwas known iu the earth, God the Father hath sent Jesus his dear and
ever blessed Sonj a Saviour, indeed, and a great One, mighty to save,

4o save his people from their sins.

Reader! what saith your experiencer to these things? The day is
come; the highway is cast up; the gospel door is open, when Egypt and
the multitude of the isles are called to join the true Israel of God, in
the salvation of the Lord Jesus. Gh! for that rich blessing of God in

* Christ here recorded, to be every day fulfilled, that Jehovah the Lord
of Hosts may bless with all spiritual blessings in Christ, Fgypt, his
people, and Assyria-the work of his hands, and Israel his inheritance.
Amen. :
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CHAP. XX.
CONTENTS,

In this chapter, the prophet becomes a type, as well as a preacher. The
-Lord. is pleased to make his servant Isaiah, by this means, instruct the
church, concerning Egypt and Athiopia, i

N the year that Tartan came unto Ashdod,

(when Sargon the king of Assyria sent him,)
and fought against Ashdod, and took it;

2 At the same time spake the Lorp by Isaiah
the son of Amoz, saying, Go and loose the sack-
cloth from off thy loins, and put off thy shoe from
thy foot. And he did so, walking naked and

barefoot.

It is probable that this event of Tartar’s taking Ashdod, formed an
epoch in history, so remarkable, that the year needed not to be recorded.
And no doubt that the prophet’s going about bare-foot, and without his
garment of sackcloth, -which he usually wore, made the time also me-
morable. Isaiah, it should seem, while he wore sackcloth, thus preached,
by the poverty and mournfulness of his apparel, as well as by his words.
But the Lord, his master, will have him now proclaim his truths by type,
as well as by preaching. Happy are those servants of the Lord in all
ages, whose lives and discourses both tend to glorify God in Christ.

3 And the Lorb said, like as my servant Isaiah
hath walked naked and barefoot three years for a
signand wonder upon Egypt, and upon Ethiopia ;

4 So shall the king of Assyria lead away the
Egyptians prisoners, and the Ethiopians captives,
young and old, naked and barefoot, even with .
their buttocks uncovered, to the shame of Egypt.

5 And they shall be afraid and ashamed of
Ethiopia their expectation, and of Egypt their
glory. -

- 6 And the inhabitant of this isle shall say in
that day, Behold, such #s our expectation, whither
we flee for help to be delivered from the king of
Assyria: and how shall we escape ?

It was gracious in the Lord, to explain the meaning of this typical
representation, that no misapplication might be made of it. And while

the lesson tended to humble both nations, Egypt and Zthiopia, as the
Lord designed it; the Lord’s mercy to his people Isracl, was the more
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signally displayed. Surely Israel might learn therefrom, how unsuita.
ble an arm of flesh must be to support them, when a whole nation
was thus led into captivity itself. Reader! the same lesson is in force
even now ; whese shall we look for aid in the hour of necessity, but to
the Lord our righteousness? Truly in vain, saith the prophct, is salva~
tion hoped for from the hills, and from the mullitude of mountains;
truly in the Lord our God is the salvation of Israel; Jerem. iii, 23.

B . < F
REFLECTIONS.

ReADER ! art thou struck with the view of the Prophet becoming a
type, as well as a preacher and a prophet in the church of the Lord ;
and no doubt in the three years walk through the streets of the people,
made thereby the drunkard’s song, and the sport and derision of the
profane; and will it not lead thee to contemplate Him in his unequailed
humbleness and meekness of deportment, who, though Lord of life
and glory, went about the streets of Jerusalem, in the garb of a poor
Jew, despised and rejected of men, @ man of sorrows and acquain..d
with grief? Precious Jesus! how do all thy servants sink to nothing,
compared to thee; pre-eminent in humility, as pre-eminent in nature,
in office, and in character! Thou wert itdeed the sum and substance
of every type; and the one great end and purpose of both sacrifice,
prophecy, and ordinance. With what unwearied zeal for thy Father's
honour, and with unabating love to thy church’s salvation, didst thou
endure such a contradiction of sinners against thyself! And how
didst thou, when reviled, revile not again, but committed thyself to
kim who judgeth rightly! Lamb of God! keep the eyes of thy
redeemed stedfastly fixed on thee; and in every exercise of life, -
may thy servants hear the sweet voice of consolation, arising out of
thy bright example, made perfect through suffering : Behold, and see, if
there be any sorrow like unto my sorrow which is done unto me, where-

with the Lord hath afflicted me in the day of his fierce anger.

CHAP. XXI.
CONTENTS.

Here are several burdens brought into one chapter in sutcession to
each other: the burden of the Desert of the Sea; of Dumah, and of
Arabia : but all in relation to God’s covenant people Israel. -

THE burden of the desert of the sea. As
whirlwinds in the south pass through; so it
cometh from the desert, from a terrible land.

2 A grievous vision is declared unto me; the
treacherous dealer dealeth treacherously, and the
spoiler spoileth. Go up, O Elam: besiege, O
Media; all the sighing thereof have I made to

cease. '
The Desert of the Sea can mean no other than Babylon : and the
ruin of it is foretold by way of comforting God’s people in their cap~
Vou.V, Tt
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tivity. It is blessed to observe, how beforehand the Lord is for his
people, in laying in comforts again a time of tribulation; Elam and
Media, that is, Persia and the Medes, were to conquer Babylon; and
therefore, when the church in her captivity found that the Medians
were come to- besiege Babylon, the recollection of this prephecy

might give them comfort: for in the ruin of Babylon, would be their
deliverance. Daniel, v. 31.

3 Therefore are my loins filled withpain: pangs
have taken held upon me, as the pangs of a wo-
man that travaileth: I was bowed down at the
hearing of it: I was dismayed at the seeing of it.

4 My heart panted, fearfulness affrighted me:
the night of my pleasure hath he turned into fear
unto me.

5 Prepare the table, watch in the watchtower,
eat, drink: arise, ye princes, and anoint the
shield.

Here the Prophet describes as it should seem, the terrible conster-
nation and alarm, the impious monarch of Babylon would be thrown
into, in the memorable night of his destruction., Let the Reader
compare what is here said with Dan. v. 1—G6, and 30. And how often
in modern times, hath the last hours of notorious sinners been fol-
lowed with similar alarms in their guilty consciences !

6 Yor thus hath the Lorbp said unto me, Go,
set a watchman, let him declare what he seeth.

7 And he saw a chariot with a couple of horse-
men, a chariot of asses, and a chariot of camels;
and he hearkened diligently with much heed:

8 And he cried, A lion: My lord, I stand con-
tinually upon the watchtower i the day time, and
I am set in my ward whole nights:

9 And, behold, here cometh a chariot of men,
with a couple of horsemen. And he answered and
said, Babylon is fallen, is fallen; andall thegraven
images of her gods he hath broken unto the
round. :

10 O my threshing, and the corn of my floor:
that which I have heard of the Lorbp of hosts, the

God of Israel, have I declared uuto you.

Here by vision, a sketch of that memorable event is given to the
Prophet. Though at a distance of time and place so remote; yet
the outline of the horrors of Babylon is given to the Prophet, to be-
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hold in vision: Chariots and horsemen; the cry of a lion, and a voice
proclaiming, Babylon is fallen, is fallen, and all the graven images of
her gods broken to the ground! These were strong prophetical intima-
tions of the vast ruin and overthrow, which should take place. And
the Prophet’s seal to the vision is striking, in that he saith, that what
he had delivered, was from the Lord of Hosts, the God of Israel.
Reader! do not overlook, that as this event, here foretold, was exactly
fulfilled ; so there is a far greater blessing the church is now taught to
look for in gospel times, and from existing circumstances, we hope
it is not greatly remote, in which Babylon, the mother of harlots, shall

Jall to rise no more! Rev, xvil. 5. xvii. 1, 2.

11 ¢ The burden of Dumah, He calleth to me
out of Seir, Watchmen, what of the night ? Watch-
men, what of the night? ‘

12 The watchmen said, The morning cometh,
and also the night: if ye will enquire, enquire ye:
return, come.

The burden of Dumak is short, but expressive; a watchman is
questioned by a man of Mount Seir, a region possessed by the Edom-
ites, the children of Esau, What of the night ? he repeats the inquiry,
and the watchman gives an answer; though no more is said, either
of the cause or of the event, in the inquiry; yet it is a part of scrip-
ture, which, may be made abundantly profitable, under the teaching of
the Holy Ghost. A man of Seir is a Gentile, a stranger, a foreigner :
doth he ask questions concerning the God of Israel? let every faithful
watchman be ready to make answer: tell him of the night of sin, and
the night of death; tell him of Jesus the hind of the morning! Propose
to him all those numberless thiugs, of grace and salvation, which are in
the person, hlood, and righteousness of the Lord Jesus Christ; and see
if he will inquire farther; for then surely the work is of the Lord, who
is wonderful in counscl, and excellent in working; Isaiah, xxviii. 29.

13 94 The burden upon Arabia. In the forest
in Arabia shall yelodge, O ye travelling companies

of Dedanim.

14 'T'heinhabitants of the land of Tema brought
water to him that was thirsty, they prevented with
their bread him that fled. ‘

15 For they fled from the swords, from the
drawn sword, and from the bent bow, and from
the grievousness of war. ‘ :

16 For thus bath the Lorp said unto me,
Within a year, according to the year of an hire~
ling; and all the glory of Kedar shall fail:

17 And the residue of the number of archers,
the mighty men of the children of Kedar, shall be
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diminished : for the Lorp God of Israel hath
spoken z¢. -

The Arabians and Dedanims are here brought in for a portion
of the calamities now hanging over the countries to be made deso-
late. It is probable, that the latter were the descendants of Dedan, a
son of Abrakam, whom Keturak bare him, Gen. xxv. 3. And as to
Kedar, so often spoken of in the word of God, we are not at a loss
to trace the origin to Jshmael. The church in her song, speaks of her
corruptions by nature, under the figure of the blackness of Kedar ;
while rejoicing in her comeliness, from the comeliness put upon her, by
her Solomon, the Lord Jesus Christ; Song, i. 5. All these burdens
<carry with them the same divine signature, that they are not of the

prophet’s own mind, hut come from the Lord; and are therefore surg
and certain,

e e
REFLECTIONS,

My soul! while reading the burdens of others, do not overlook thine
own: but if Jesus, that almighty burdenbearer, hath removed the guilt
and dominion of sin from thee; while thou art praising his name for
the unspeakable and unmerited deliverance, thou wilt still remembey
the wormwood and the gall! :

Oh! how galling was the load of sin, and how full of horrors the
apprehension of the awful consequences of it, before Jesus was revealed,
as taking away sin by the sacrifice of himself! And now, Lord, how
blessed is it to see that thon hast borne our sinsin thine own body

© on the tree, when thow didst die, the just for the unjust, to bring sin-
ners unto God! Hence, blessed Jesus, I would now bring thee all
my sins, and all my sorrows; for thou hast said, Cast thy burden on
the Lord, and he shall sustain thee! 1 know, Lord, that thou wilt
kindly and graciously support me, and bear me u}) under all; and I
know, Lord, that through thy grace helping me, I shall be more than
conqueror in and through all.  Jesus will bear me up, and carry me on,
and bring me through all that yet helongs to my pilgrimage here below,
until he takes me home to his everlasting kingdom, to bear me in thg
arms of his love for ever.

—— e

CHAP. XXII.

CONTENTS.

The invasion of the land of Judea, is here predicted, and sad events
implicated in it : but towards the close, there are many precious promises,
typical, as it should seem, of Judak's deliverer, even Christ.

TH_E burden of the valley of vision. What ail-
eth thee now, that thou art wholly gone up
‘to the house tops?

2 Thou that art full of stirs, a tumultyous city,
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a joyous city : thy slain men are not slain with the
sword, nor dead in battle.

3 Al]l thy rulers are fled together, they are
bound by the archers: all that are found in thee

are bound together whick have fled from far.

The valley of vision, mnst mean Judaa, for the Psalmist describes it
as such, Psaim cxxv. 2. And the holy city, Jerusalen, is called a land
of vision, on account of the prorhet's dwelling in it, and delivering their
predictions there. And here, the Lord’s land, which is the glory of all
lands, comes in for her visitation also, because of transgression. The
songs of the temple are changed for the cries of the streets; and the
people are in distress, in the prospect of the enemy’s approach. Reader!
what is said bere of God's people in general, may be said of every indi-
vidual in particular : when without are fightings, within will be fears
correction is in the covenant, Psalm ixxxix.

4 Therefore said I, Look away from me; I
will weep bitterly, labour not to comfort me, be-
cause of the spoiling of the daughter of my peo-
ple. .
5 For i s a day of trouble, and of treading
down, and of perplexity by the Lord Gop of
hosts in the valley of vision, breaking down the
walls, and of crying to the mountains.

6 And Elam bare the quiver with chariots of -
men and horsemen, and XKir uncovered the.
shield.

7 And it shail come to pass, that thy choicest
valleys shall be full of chariots, and the horsemen
shall set themselves in array at the gate.

The Prophet, like a true servant of the Lord, though himself had the
least hand in bringing down the judgments of God, yet he will be the
. first to lament them. Alas! when God’s corrections are in our land,
what would become of it, if the Lord’s handful of people were not at
prayer? What a gracious and earnest request was that of the king, when
he sent to the prophet, to beg of him, o lift up his voice, for the remnant

that was left ; Isaiah, xxxvii. 1—4. Joel, ii. 17, 18. Hereisa sad repre-
sentation of the devastations made by the Persian army!

8 4 And he discovered the covering of Judah,
and thou didst look in that day to the armour of
the house of the forest.

9 Ye have seen also the breaches of the city of
David, that they are many: and ye gather toge-
ther the waters of the lower pool.
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10 And ye have numbered the houses of Jeru-
salem, and the houses have ye broken down to
fortify the wall.

11 Ye made also a ditch between the two walls
for the water of the old pool: but ye have not
looked unto the maker thereof, neither bad re-

spect unto him that fashioned it long-ago.

Whatever were the histories in the siege of Judah, as this scripture
records, 1 stay not to inquire; but 1 think, without violence to the
expressions, by the uncovering of Judah, and the breaches of the city of
David, we may very safely suppose, it had reference to somewhat more
than the mere events themselves, carried on in the siege. May it not
be in reference (for I humbly ask the question) to Judah’s being made
sensible of her hypocrisy and deceitfulness, with ber God; by which
a breach in the covenant is made, and the Lord now resents it? Ju-
dah had sinned, but yet put on a covering of piety ; and in her distress,
looked to the number of her troops, and the strength of her inhabitunts;
but lifted not her eyes for help to the Lord, her Maker. Then, saith
the Lord, this covering shall be taken off, and she shall be seen ‘as she
is. See another beautiful expostulation to this effect, Jerem. ii. 19.

12 Aund in that day did the Lord Gop of hosts

call to weeping, and to mourning, and to baldness,
“and to girding with sackcloth:

13 And behoid joy and gladness, slaying oxen,
and killing sheep, eating flesh, and drinking wine :
let us eat and drink; for to morrow we shall
die. \ ' \

14 And it was revealed in mine ears by the
Lorp of hosts. Surely this iniquity shall not be
purged from you till ye die, saith the Lord God
of hosts. ‘

Reader ! do not fail to remark, how the Lord, by the same process of
grace, carries on his merciful designs towards his people, in -all ages.
He visits their offences with the rod, and their sin with scourges. He .
sends trouble among them, and calls to weeping and prayer. But if;
instead of spiritual humblings, they seek to deaden sorrow by carnal
enjoyments, and bid defiance as it were to the rod; the affliction is but
the more encreased. The Prophet interpreted the incurable wickedness
of such, to be beyond the reach of all the sacrifices of the law.
Reader! what a sweet testimony by the way do we discover here, of
the vast and infinite importance of the blood and sacrifice of Christ!
If the Reader wishes to enlarge his meditations on this subject, I

would refer him to Levit. xxvi. 14, to the end. See also Hosea, ii. 6,
to the end.

15 Thus saith the Lorp Gobp of hosts, Go,
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get thee unto this treasurer, even unto Shebna,
which is over the house, and. say,

16 What hast thou here? and whom hast thou
here, that thou hast hewed thee out a sepulchre
- here, as he that heweth him out a sepulchre on
high, and that graveth an habitation for hlmself
in a rock.

17 Behold, the Lorp will carry thee away
with a mighty captivity, and will surely cover
thee.

18 He will surely violently turn and toss thee
like a ball into a large country: there shalt thou
die, and there the chariots of thy glory shall be
the shame of thy lord’s house.

19 And I will drive thee from thy station, and
fromr thy state shall he pull thee down.

The removal of Shebna from the office of treasurer, no doubt, took
place in the history of Judah; perhaps in the event of the invasion,
But the introduction of the subJect here seems to have reference to
what the Prophet had in commission to deliver concerning a greater
than Shebna, in the close of the chapter. Shebna, therefore, is the
representative of every man, who ‘setteth up his rest on this side the
land of promise; who takes confidence in any thmg short of Jesus.
Oh'! for grace to make a better choice !

20 And it shall come to pass in that day,
that I will call my servant Eliakim the son of
Hilkiah:
~ 21 And I will clothe him with thy robe, and
strengthen him with thy girdle, and I will com-
- mit thy government into his hand: and he shall
be a father to the inhabitants of Jerusalem, and
to the house of Judah.

22 And the key of the house of David will I
lay upon his shoulder; so he shall open, and
none shall shut; and he shall shut, and none shall
open.

23 And I will fasten him as a nail in a sure
place; and he shall be for a glorious throne to his
father’s house.

24 And they shall hang upon him all the
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glory of his father’s house, the offspring and the
issue, all vessels of small quantity, from the ves-
sels of cups, even to all the vessels of flagons.

25 In that day, saith the Lorp of hosts, shall
the nail that is fastened in the sure place be re-
moved, and be cut down, and fall; and the bur-
den that was upon it shall be cut off: for the
Lord hath spoken .

"The Prophet gives, in these verses, a very pleasing account of the
eharacter of Elickim, and of the Lord’s approbation of him. I confess
myself inclined to drop all considerations of the servant, to look at the
master ; for very certain it is, a greater than Efakim, the son of Ifil-
kiah, is here typically represented. I venture to set this down as a
fixed and certam thing, because the Lord Jesus himself, when making
himself known to his servant John, and sending him to communicate
what he saw and heard to the churches, declared who he was by this
very insigualia, of the key of David, Rev. iii. 7. And, Reader! do
observe how the outlines of .the Redeemer’s office-character, are
sketched in those of Eliakim. I will call my servant Elickim, tke.
son of Hilkich. And who was it that called the Lord Jesus to the
service of redemption, and placed him as lord-treasurer over his hounse
The Holy Ghost expressly tells the church, that Christ glorified not
kimself to be made an high-priest, but was called of God, as was
Aaron, Heb. v. 4, 5. See lsaiah, xlii. 1—6. Matt. xvii. 5. And
if Eliakim was invested with the robe, and the girdle, and all the go-~
vernment put into his hand, so as to be made a father to the inhabi-
tants of Jerusalet, and the house of David ; if Eliakim had pewer to
open and shat; and shut, that none should open; if Eliakim was fas-
tened as a nail in a sure place, and became a glorious throne to his fa-
ther’s house, so that all glory should rest upon him; can we refrain a
moment, from having our very souls led, instinctively as it were, to all
precious, all-glorious Jesus; whose robe of salvation is the everlasting
elothing and glory of his redeemed ; and whose girdle the faithfulness
of the whole covenant, for his people to lay hold of, and hang by in time,
and to all eternity? Who but Jesus hath indeed the key of the house
of David? Who can open, if he shats, or who can shut if he opens ?
Elickim had but the doors of entrance or exclusion in the palace, or
the church, to command; but our Eliakim, the Son of God, hath the
key of all hearts, the key of his word, the keys of heaven, death, hell,
and the grave. Precious consideration to the believer, and not to be
parted with for a thousand worlds. He is a nail indeed, and in a sure
place: for on him, Jehovah, our God and Father, hath fastened all the
persons, mercies, appointments, blessings temporal, spiritual, and eter-
nal, of his church and people, from all eternity. And on the earthly
Eliakim the whole was but hung ; it was not his own, neither could he
long keep it ; for himself and all bis appendages had but a day of dura-
tion. But with the Eliakim came down from heaven, all the glory
which was put upon him, was his own before. For as the Son of

God, being ome with God, every thing which constitutes the Godhead
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was his, essentially so, in common with the Father and the Holy
Ghost: and as God-man Mediator, all power and glory was and is
his, both by purchase and by gift, and must be so for ever. Surely
then, ali his people, all his redeemed, will joyfully, and with the most
lively acknowledgments of love and praise from the lowest vessel of
mercy, to ‘the highest flaggons of servants, who minister before him,
hang upon Jesus all the trophies of redemption; crying out with the
church, both above and below, Worthy is the Lamb that was slain,

~ to receive honour, and glory, and power, and majesty; for thow

wast slain, and hast redeemed us o God by thy blood! Rev. v. 9.
And as the chapter closeth, when in that day, the nail fastened in a
sure place shall be removed, cut down, and fall’; and the burden also
upon it, fall together with it; oh! what blessedness is discoverable, in
this sweet relation also. For who doth not see in this prophecy, all the
great leading characters of redemption by Jesus? He who another pro-
phet saith, was fo he anointed as the most Holy, and to be cut off, but
not for himself, when finishing sin and transgression? Dan. ix, 24, 25,
Precious Lord Jesus! thou didst bear the sins of thy people in thine
own body, on the tree; and when thou wert cut off, and hadst made
thy grave with the wicked, and with the rich in thy death; then was
that blessed promise to be fulfilied; to see of the travail of thy soul,
and be satisfied ; and as thy Father’s servant, to justify many in hav-
ing borne their iniquities! Isaiah, liii. 9—12. ‘
e S e
REFLECTIONS.

BLESSED Jesus! I pass over every lesser subject, and every lesser oba
ject, to fix mine eyes on thee, oh thou exceliing excellence of all perfec-
tion! The burden indeed of the valley of vision. It is the Lord, who for
thine own people, thine Israel and Judah after the flesh, hath brought thee
forth, asthe glorious Eliakim, over thy Father’s house, and for the covering
of Judah which was by sin uncovered, and for repairing the many many
breaches of David, which transgression had opened; thou, and thou
only, couldst be competent to perform! All our own attempts, and
every aspiring exertion of man, were found hut as the pride of Shebna.
Nothing could restore what sin had taken away, until thou, the Lord
of life and glory, came from heaven, to bring back the waste heritages,
and to restore the desolutions of many generations. Hail! thou glorious
almighty Jesus, Blessed be God our Father, who hath called thee
over his house, and comumitted all government into thine hand, that

" all men should honour the Son, even as they honour the Father.

Help us, Lord, to hang all the stress of our salvation, both our
being, and our well-being, wholly on thee. And do thou, Lord, for thou
only hast the key of David to do it, open thy treasures of wisdom and
knowledge to our raptured view, and open our souls to the enjoy-.
ment of them. Open thy word, and open our eyes to see it, and our
hearts to enjoy it, our ears to hear, and our tongues to proclaim the,
wonders of redemption. And oh, Lord! shut out all thoughts that
would arise, to rob us of our delight in thee, and our whole dependance
upon thee. Let every faculty of our souls, by the dlmightiness of
thy power, be resolutely shut against every thing but Jesus. Drive,
Lord, every buyer and seller out of thy temple, which is our bodies;

Vor. V. ) Uvu
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and let nothing open our souls to receive eught but thee. Say to our
hearts, to our affections, Open, ye gates, that the Lord Jesus, the King
of glory, may come in, in the daily, hourly infiuences of his grace,
until he finally and fully open the everlasling gates of heaven, to
take us home, to the enjoyment of glory in Jesus for ever. Amen,

CHAP. XXIIIL

CONTENTS.
The Prophet here describes the overthrow of Tyre, and in characters:

of great misery. Promises are mude in the close of the chapter, of a
change. ' '

THE burden of Tyre. Howl, ye ships of Tar=
shish; for it is laid waste, so that there is no
-house, no entering in: from the land. of Chittim
‘it is revealed to them.

2 Be still, ye inhabitants of the isle; thou
~whom the merchants of Zidon, that pass over the
“sea, have replenished.

3 And by great waters the seed of Sihon, the

harvest of the river, # her revenue; and she is a
-mart of nations. ‘

4 Be thou ashamed, O Zidon: for the sea hath
spoken, even the strength of the sea, saying, I
travail not, nor bring forth children, neither do I
nourish up young men, nor bring up virgins.

5 As at the report concerning Egypt, so shall
they be sorely pained at the report of Tyre.

6 Pass ye over to Tarshish; ‘howl, ye inhabi-
tants of theisle. -~ -+ - ,

7 Is this your joyous city, whose antiquity 75 of
‘ancient days? her own feet shall carry her afar
. off to sojourn. ‘

It is remarkable that this prophecy was delivered at a time when
Tyre was in the height of prospertiy, and resting to the full in the
enjoyment of flourishing “trade and merchandize. For long after this,
the prophets Ezekiel and Zechariah, both- of them, took notice of the
pride and greatniess of Tyre. , Ezek. xkviii. 1 to the end. Zech. ix. 3, 4.
But of what avail is'the pomp of nations, where the love of God is

not? Of what avail is worldly prosperity to individuals unsanctified by
grace! o

8 Who hath taken this counsel against Tyre,
the crowning city, whose merchants are princes,
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whose traffickers are the honourable of the
earth?

9 The Lorp of ‘hosts hath purposed it, to
stain the pride of all glory, and to bring into con-

tempt all the honourable of the earth.

There is hardly a passage in the whole prophecy of Isaiah, more full
and comprehensive than what is contained in these verses, to set forth
man’s nothingness, and the Lord’s all-sufficiency. The Prophet puts
forth the subject in the form of a question; as if, speaking after the
manner of men, nothing can be competent to overthrow a people,
whose very merchants are princes. Yes, saith the Prophet, answering
his own question; the Lord of Hosts, who razed Tyre, can and will
destroy it. Reader, take home the precious instruction, from the history
of nations in their rise and fall, to your own individual instance, in all
the circumstances of life, and learn from it that solemn truth of Jesus,
in the interesting question he put, and which answers itself: What
is @ man profited though he gain the whole world, if he lose his own
soul? Mak, viii. 36. Luke, xii. 16—21.

10 Pass through thy land as a river, O daugh-
ter of Tarshish: there 25 no more strength.

11 He stretched out his hand over the sea, he
shook the kingdoms: the Lorp hath given a
commandment against the merchant city, to de-
stroy the strong holds thereof.

12 And he said, Thou shalt no more rejoice,
O thou oppressed virgin, daughter of Zidon:
arise, pass over to Chittim; there also shalt thou
have no rest.

13 Behold the land of the Chaldeans; this
people was not, #:// the Assyrian founded it for
them that dwell in the wilderness: they set up
the towers thereof, they raised up the palaces.
thereof ; and he brought it to ruin.

14 Howl, ye ships of Tarshish: for your.

strength is laid waste.

Here we are brought acquainted with the means the Lord will make
use of, for the overthrow of Tyre. . The Chaldeans shall be the Lord’s
instruments ; and what adds to the aggravation of Tyre’s sorrow, to
humble her pride still more, is, that she shall be brought down by a -
power, which, like a mushroom that springs up in a night, was nothing
in the days of Tyre’s grandeur. The Chaldeans were not, until the -
Assyrian founded the nation: it was but a wilderness. Reader, it is
distressing to the proud, both of empires and individual persons, to be
brought low; but when the Lord makes use of contemptible instru-

Uvu 2
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" ments to humble them; this is humbling indeed. And is it not so
now? Iuthe contentions of nations do' we not see it? In the bringing
down the lofty looks of a sinner, is it not done frequently by humbling
providences, such as sickness, poverty, and the like? See a beautiful il-
lustration, Jerem. xxxi, 18—20. And another, Luke, xv. 13—19.

15 And it shall come to pass in that day, that
Tyre shall be forgotten seventy years, according
~ to the days of one king: after the end of seventy
years shall Tyre sing as an harlot.

16 Take an harp, go about the city, thou
harlot that hast been forgotten; make sweet
melody, sing many songs, that thou mayest be
remembered.

17 € And it shall come to pass after the end
of seventy years, that the Lorp will visit Tyre,
and she shall turn to her hire; and shall commit
fornication with all the kingdoms of the world
upon the face of the earth.

18 And her merchandise and her hire shall be
holiness to the Lorp: it shall not be treasured
nor laid up; for her merchandise shall be for
them that dwell before the Lorp, to eat suf-

ficiently, and for durable clothing.

It is worthy remark, that Tyre's captivity was appointed by the
Lord, to be of the same length as Israel’s, and under the same go-
vernment, Was this designed, (1 only ask the question, not determine)
that the children of Tyre, by mingling with God’s Israel in captivity,
might become acquainted with Israel's Gop? Certain it-is, that after
. Tyre began ta recover from her ruin, and commenced trade again,

" there was a friendly intercourse between Israel and Tyre. In the
days of Nehemiah, certain men of Tyre lived in Judah, for the
holy man of God complained of their profaning the sabbath in
selling their fish on the Lord’s day, Nehem. xiii. 16. And it should
seem, by what our Lord saith of Tyre and Sidon, that he had his
eye upon it for good ; Matt. xi. 21, 22. And in the after-age, when
Christ had finished redemption, and was returned to glory, the apos-
tles, in their geperal dispersion of preaching the gospel, found disciples
in Tyre, Acts, xxi, 4. Reader, who shall say, but that for the conver-
sion of the men of Tyre, in bringing the Lord’s heritage that were
among them to the knowledge of Jesus, the overthrow of Tyre was ap- .
pointed? Whio shall calculate to what extent in the present hour
the Lord is accomplishing his purpose, in the commotions of the earth, -
among kingdoms and people, in order to gather his dispersed to him-
self, from all the varieties of the earth? Oh, what a subject of this
kind will open in heaven, when the Lord shall have brougiit home his
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whole Church! Then every tongue will break out in that voice of praise,
in singing the song of Moses, and of the Lamb, Great and marvellous
are thy works, Lord God Almighty: just and true are thy ways, thow .
King of saints! Rev. xv. 3. :

P e

REFLECTIONS.

READER, how truly blessed is it to see, in the rise and fall of
nations, that the Lord is carrying on his own gracious purposes; that
all the events of nations, kingdoms, and empires, are but ministering
to that little handful of people, whom God hath formed for himself,
and to shew forth his praise! 'The mind is lost in amazement, when
‘belolding the love, aund care, and the watchings over of the Lord upon
his Israel. It was said of them, as a distinguishing feature of character,
that they should dwell alone, and not be reckoned among the nations.
And uniformly through the Bible, we find this to be the case. In God
the Father's purpose they thus have all along moved on. In Jesus®
love, and grace, and favour, every thing is made to minister to them.
And in the mercy, teachings, and influences of the Holy Ghost, all
his tendencies are towards them. So that if the overthrow of nations
shall promote Israel’s welfare, the Lord overthrows them. If the pros-
perity of nations become necessary to humble Israel, the Lord brings

. this to pass also. Inall things, and by all means, Jehovah is forw ~d.
ing his gracious designs for his Church, and the final happiness of Z.un,
and of the redeemed of the Lord, is at the bottom of all the dis-
pensations and providences going on throughout the world. Reader,
think of this;.carry the thought with you wherever you go; bring it inte
recollection whatever history you read, of the nations that are past,
or of the nations now existing; and while the solemn thought is
deeply impressed both upon your mind and my own, oh! for grace
to inquire and search diligently, whether we are of the true Israel
of God? If we are not of this world, but Jesus hath chosen us out
of the world, what have we to do with its customs, and its pleasures
and pursuits? Surely we cannot have a more decided testimony, than
when sitting aloof from all its unnecessary concerns. 'If Jesus be our
portion, then our intimacy will not be great with those, who have
their porfion only in this life. O how sweetly doth Jesus call to his
hidden ones, who dweil indeed, but do not belong, to the men of Tyre,
and of Zidon, in the present day: Come out of her, my people, that ye
be not pqrtalm's of her sins, and that ye receive not of her plagues.

CHAP. XXIV.
~  CONTENTS.

Solemn judgments are here set forth, in a general w&y. Towards the
close of the chapter, the subject brightens in the prospect of the coming
of Christ. . .

BEHOLD, the Lorp maketh the earth empty,
and maketh it waste, and turneth it upside -
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down, and scattereth abroad the inhabitants
thereof. V

2 And 1t shall be, as with the people, so with
the priest; as with the servant, so with his mas-
ter; as with the maid, so with her mistress; as
with the buyer, so with the seller; as with the
lender, so with the borrower; as with the taker
of usury, so with the giver of usury to him.

3 The land shall be utterly emptied, and ut-
terly spoiled: for the Lorp hath spoken this
word.

Some of the old copies read the wotd earth, land, and confine
the sorrows to the house of Judah. But it should seem from what
follows in the after-parts of the chapter, where the same subject is
spoken of as the whole world languishing, to be more general, yea,
universal. . And when we consider that, by the sin of one, judgment
came upon all men to condemnation, there can be no reason for limit-
ing the consumption of human nature, and the sorrows of mankind to
the house of Judah. Reader, do uot fail to observe, that in the waste
here spoken of, the disease is epidemic, and spares neither age, sex, nor
:_sj_tuation. Here, the servant is as his master. Rom. v. 16. Job,
1 19, .

4 The earth mourneth and fadeth away, the
world languisheth and fadeth away, the baughty
people of the earth do languish. :

5 The earth also is defiled under the inhabi-
tants thereof; because they have transgressed the
laws, changed the ordinance, broken the everlast-
ing covenant. R

6 Therefore hath the curse devoured the earth,
and they that dwell therein are desolate: there-
fore the inhabitants of the earth are burned, and
few men left. ‘

7 The new wine mourneth, the vine languish-
eth, all the merry-hearted do sigh.

8 The mirth of tabrets ceaseth, the noise of
them that rejoice endeth, the joy of the harp
ceaseth. ' '

9 They shall not drink wine with a song;
strong drink shall be bitter to them that drink

it. -
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10 The city of confusion is broken down:
every house is shut up, that no man may come
in.

11 There is a crying for wine in the streets; all
joy is darkened, the mirth of the land is gone.

12 In the city 1s left desolation, and ‘the gate

is smitten with destruction.

Here is but little variation from what went before. The representa-
tionis as if taken from the prophet’s vision; the roll is written within and
without, and the contents are lementations, and mourning, and woe ;
Ezek. ii. 10. One verse is in the midst to explain the cause, If is the
curse whici devoureth the earih ; Gen. iii. 17. Reader, think what
would have been the sorrow and misery for ever, had not Jesus re-
-deemed us from the curse of the law, m being made @ curse Jor us;
Gal. iii. 13. And never fail to connect with this subject, that scripture,
2 Cor. v. 21,

13 ¢ When thus it shall be in the midst of
the land among the people, there shall be as the
shaking of an “olive tree, and as the gleaning

grapes “when the vintage is done.

14 They shall lift up their voice, they shall
sing for the majesty of the Lorp, they shall cry
aloud from the sea.

15 Wherefore glorify ye the:Lorp in the fires,
even the name of the LORD God of Israel in the

1sles of the sea.

How blessed and gracious this comes in! In the worst of times, thefe*
is @ remmant accordmg to the election of grace. If the Lord, indeed,
had not left us, and did not still leave us, ¢ small remnant we slwul(l
have been as bodom and we should have been like unto Gomorrah. Pray
turn to those scriptures, Rom. xi. 5. lsaiah, Ixv. 8. How suitable
is it, as the prophet speaks, that this remmant should lift up their
voice, and sing redemption! For if the plagne be so general, what
must be the mercy to escape it? If the world pe universally gone to
putrefaction, how blessed must it be to be the salt of the earth! Matt.,
v. 13. Daniel, iii. 27. Acts, xvi. 24, 25

16 9 From the uttermost part of the earth have
we heard songs, even glory to the righteous. But
I said, My leanness, my leanness, woe unto me!
the treacherous dealers have dealt treacherously;
yea, the treacherous dealers have dealt very
treacherously.

17 Fear, aud the pit, and the snare, are upon
thee, O inhabitant of the earth.
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18 And it shall come to pass, thet he who
fleeth from the noise of the fear shall fall into the’
it; and he that cometh up out of the midst of
the pit shall be taken in the snare: for the win-
dows from on high are open, and the foundations
of the earth do shake. ‘
‘ 19 The earth is utterly broken down, the
. earth is clean dissolved, ‘the earth is moved ex-
ceedingly.

20 The earth shall reel to and fro like a
drunkard, and shall be removed like a cottage;
and the transgression thereof shall be heavy upon
it; and it shall fall, and not rise again.

21 And it shall come to pass in that day, that
the Lorp shall punish the host of the high ones
that are on high, and the kings of the earth upon
the earth.

God’s people feel their leanness, in times of general calamity. And
no doubt, sorrow for sinvers, as well as the distress they feel in them-
selves, have a great tendency to waste, and lower the spirits. When
the Lord’s judgments are in the earth, the righteous cannot but trem-
ble. Moses said, I exceedingly fear and quake ; Heb. xii. 21,

22 And they shall be gathered together, as
prisoners are gathered in the pit, and shall be
shut up in the prison, and after many days shall

*hey be visited. ‘ \

23 Then the moon shall be confounded, and
the sun ashamed, when the Lorp of hosts shall
_reign in mount Zion, and in Jerusalem, and be-

fore his ancients gloriously.

. Here is a most precious conclusion, and full of gospel mercies.
Jesus was called by the Father purposely ta bring the prisoners out of
the prison, and them that sat in darkness out of the prison-house.
And when we observe the promise here given, that though shut up, yet
after many days they shall be visited; what a sweet testimony is this
of the grace of God in Christ Jesus. Consult those scriptures, Isaiah,
xlii, 6, 7. Zech. ix. 11, 12. Luke, iv. 14—20. Reader, ask yourown
beart, must not Jesus in such a day, and in the display of such mercies
as are here said to be shewn by him, in visiting his people after .
many days, must he not be truly glorious, in the eyes of his redeemed ?-
Yes! the moon shall Jook pale, and even the sun blush, and hide his
diminished bead, as overawed and having lost all lustre, in being
eclipsed by his Maker and his Lord! :
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REFLECTIONS.

RuADER, while Teading this Chapter, and beholding the miseries of
the world, in consequence of sin, may we not eselaim with the Psalmist,
Come, behold the works of the Lord, what desolutions he hath made
in the eart’? Oh! the incalculable sorrows, by reason of sin, and the
distresses m all ages! It deluged the world by water; it destroyed
Sodom and Gomorrah by fire ; it hath produced death in atl the cir-
cumstances of mankind!  But to see the awfulness of sin in its strongest
colouis, we must look at Gelgothe, and behold Jesus dying for sin, the
Just jor the unjust, to brmng sinners to God. '

Reader, do not forget to whom it is owing, that the earth »till stands!
Look unto Jesus! and so look, until the eye affect the heart. Oh! it
is blessed to have suclt views of the Lamb of God, that shall diive
away all otlier considerations, and make all things blush, like the hea-
venly bodies in the presence of their Lord, in baving the whole heart
and affections centered in him. Precious Jesus! be thou my one
glorious object, and all leanuess of soul will be forgotten, yea, done
away.

Ty — 3 P ’
CHAP. XXV.
CONTENTS.

This is @ most précious chapter, containing promises on the part of God;
and praises on the part of the Church. 1t is all over gospel ; &nd as suited
to the present hour of the Church, as to the tume in which it was delivered.

Yy LORD, thou art my God; T will exalt thee,

/1 will praise thy name; for thou hast done
wonderful things ! thy counsels of old are faitliful-
ness and truth. ‘

2 For thou hast made of a city an heap; of a’
defenced city a ruin: a palace of strangers to be
no city; it shall never be built.

3 Theyefore shall the strong people glorify
thee, the city of the terrible nations shall fear
thee. . :

The Prophet, in the name of the Chureh, begins the soug of praise.
And without all doubt, it is 4 gespel song, in which redemption is cele-
brated. Probably with reference to the ruin of Babylon, which, thought
the captivity of the Church in Babylon was uot then begun, niuch less
finished; yet looking to the close of it, under the teaching of the
Spirit, the prophet blesseth Jehovah for bringing his people out of it,
and destroving the Chureh’s enemies. But we lose the whole beauty
of this hymiy, and tire design for which it is handed down to us, 1f
we do net see in it the faithfuluess and truth of Jehovah, in the accom-
plishment of redemption by the Lord Jesas Christ. Here the Church

sings and triumphs, and évery redeemed sout shouts aloud, O Lord
Voiu. V. ‘ % x
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kou art my God. I will exalt thee, for thou hast indeed done won-
derful things. Reader, think what wonders in redemption! what won-
ders in thy xedempnon!

4 For thou hast been a strength to the poor,
a strength to the needy in, his distress, a refuge
from the storm, a shadow from the heat, when
the blast of the terrible ones z as a storm aganst
the wall.

5 Thou shalt bring down the noise of str angers ;
as the heat in a dry place, coen the heat with the
shadow of a cloud: the branch of the terrible
ones shall be brought low.

" Reader! look at Jesus, wlnle reading these verses. Behold him as
all this, and infinitely more: and what a rich enjoyment do those views
in Him, and by Him, and from Him, afford the soul, under any, and all

~the exercises here spoken of; when we not only fird a fence, and =
strength, but refreshinent and comfort;- not only. see ourselves sitting
under his shadow, but tasting of his fruit; and not only enjoy his salva-
tion, but find him to be himself the whole of our salvation! See those
scripiures, Song, ii. 3, 4. -Isaial, xxxii. 1, 2. Psalm, xxvii. 1--6.

6 9 And in this mountain shall the Lorp of
hosts make unto all people a feast of fat things,
a feast of wines on the lees, of fat things full of'

marrow, of wines on the lees well refined.
I do not say but that the Prophet had an eyeto Israel’s joy, in return-
ing, after their captivity, to their own land; and jn the first sense of
" these verses, to the end of the chapter, the words may be so referred :
but it were sadly to read those precious things, were we not; now they
are unfolded to us in gospel days, to rcad them principally and fully, as
pointing to Jesus, and the rich feast of salvation brought by him, in the
holy mountain of his Church. fiere we have a feast, 1ndeed and a feast
of fat things. The Lord of Hosts, even Jehovah, in his threefold cha-
racter of persons, Father, Son, and Hoiv Ghost, hath made it. And it
is made for all people; not mexclv the house Of Israel only, but for us
poor Gentiles, who were aliens and strangers to the commonwealth of
Israel.  And he that me.'e the feast, hath called us to the feast, and
sent to us in the lanes, and streets, and highways, to bring us in, though
poor, and maimed, and halt, and blind. And we have found, that bur
unworthiness hath proved no obstacle to the receiving the bountiful pro-
vision of the Lord. 1t is the feast of a king, yea, “the heavenly king;
and they that are the highly privileged partakers of it, do partake of it,
avithout money and without price.  Precious Lord Jesus! have I found
thy flesk to. be meat indeed, and thy blood to be drink indeed? Then
if so, Lord, to my soul's salvation, these things become as marrow to
the body, and as the strongest bedied wine to the animal spirits, which,
by restiiig upon the lees, both gets out all the strength of the grape,
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and becomes refined, by remaining, long unshaken; so, Lord, would I
feed and rest on thee! Datt. xxii. 2—4. Prov. ix. 1—5. Luke, xiv.
16—24.

7 And he will destroy in this mountain the-
face of the covering cast over all people, ‘and the

veil that 1s spread over all nations.

Was not this blessed promise faithfully and fully completed, when,
at the hour of Christ’s death, by an invisible hand, the veil of the tem-
Ple was rent in twain from the top to the bottom? Mark, xv. 38. Be-
fore this, the veil of ignorance, the veil of enmity, and the numberless veils
of separation, which stood, and must for ever hiave stood, between a holy
God and unholy sinners, kept all people back from the smallest possible

.communion with God, and totally covered ail people and all nations.
But now, blessed Jesus, by thy blood, thou hast opened a new end
living way for thy people, and art entered thyself within the veil, to
cause thy redeemed to follow thee, that where thow art, there they shall
be also; Heb. vi. 19,20. Let the Reader compare such blessed views
as these of our Lord Jesus, with what is said concerning Moses, and
learn therefrom, the felicity to which believers are called, iu the re-
moval of all coverings in their drawing nigh to the Lord; Exod. xxxiv.
33,34. 2 Cor, iii. 10 to the end. Heb. x. 19—25. .
8 He will swallow up death in victory; and
the Lorp God will wipe away tears from off all
faces; and the rebuke of his people shall he take
away from off all the earth; for the Lorp hath
spoken . |

This verse, if there were no other in the chapter, would at once decide
that somewhat infinitdly more important than the mere temporal deli-
verance of the Church from Babylon, was intended in this blessed chap-
ter. ' And who is it but our Jesus, of whom, and by whoin, it could
be said, that death skould be swallowed wp in victory? How should
tears be wiped away from all faces, uwut# Jesus had first taken away all
sin, which is the sole cause of tears, by his bloed? YWho are the people
here spoken of, but Jesus's people? And how, to all eternity, could the
rebukes of sin, the rebukes of God’s broken law, the rebukes of God’s

- justice, the rebukes of all God's creation; yea, the rebukes of their own
guilty consciences; huw could ell these be taken away, but by Jesus be-
coming both sin and a curse for them, that they might be made the
righteousness of God in him? Blessings ou thee, then Lamb of (God, for
the accomplishment of all these precious things! And praised be the
Lord-Jehovah, our God and Father, that his mouth hath svoken ir,
and his covenant faithfuliess hath confirmed it. Reader, do not pass
away from this most blessed verse, until thou hast read the following
scriptures : Hosea, xiii. 14, compared with 1 Cor. xv. 54—57. Heb.
il. 9—15. Rev. xxi. 3, 4.

-9 9 ‘And it shall be said in that day, Lo, this

s our God; we have waited for him, and he will
XNxQ
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‘save us: this & the Lorp; we have waited for
bim, we will be glad and rejoice in his salvation.
There is a very great beauty in this verse, as well as great glory; and
the believer enters into the proper apprehension of it, when what is
here said by the Church at laige, he kunows, aud can, and doth make
application of to himself. "'There is now no question as to whom re-
demption is wholly owing, in thet precious soul’s experieuce, v o, from
knowing and feelimg, under the convmcings of the Holy Ghust, the
plague of his own heart, hath fled to Jesus, and found hiu: a fully
all-sufficient, and complete Saviour. And what holy triumphs will be
his portion in that day, that blessed glorious day, when, closing the eye
. of the body in death, the eye of the soul opens to the view of Jesus,
and in him, to all the glories of eternity! Oh! the blessedness of the
Yong waiting, yea, the long exercised soul, when this day breaks in upon
him! [ detain the Reader with a short observation more upon this verse,
Just to remark that the word seve, he will save us, is derived {iom the
same root as the word Jesus, a Saviour, is derived; as if to direct the

Church to his identical person;: this is our God---this is our Lord! It
is blessed to observe this!

10 For in this mountain shall the hand of the
Lorp rest, and Moab shall be trodden down

under him, even as straw is trodden down for the
dunghill. ‘ :

11 And he shall spread forth his hands in the
midst of them, as he that swimmeth spreadeth
forth hus hands to swim: and he shall bring down

their pride together with the spoils of their
hands.

12 And the fortress of the high fort of thy

walls shall he bring down, lay low, und bring to

the ground, even to the dust.

Reader! I must not swejl my Poor Man’s Commentary: I only,
therefore, defain you, to observe on these verses, that the Lovd hath
uniformly, through all the Bible, connected the subject of destruction
to his foes, and the foes of his Church, with the salvation of his people.
And bowever men may amuse themselves with hopes, like the spider’s.
web, that peace and safety shall be their portion; yet the enemies of
God, and of his Christ, must be found liars. When Jehovah first made
kuvown, what had lain in his bosom from all eternity, the setting up his
dear Son as the Head of his Chuich, the devil set up his kingdom against
him: all, therefore, that oppose Christ are taking part with that apos-
tate spirit, and, if living and dying in his service and kingdom, can havg
no inheritance in the kmgdem of God, and of his Christ.  All, there.
fore, of this deseription, will be trodden down, as straw is trodden
duwn for the dunghill. Awtul consideration ! '
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"REFLECTIONS.

READER! how shall we clase our meditation on the gospel sub-
ject coutained in this chapter, in better terms ihaun in seeking grace to
catch the Prophet’s note, and blessing God, and exalting his holy name,
as he did, for such mercies as are bere recorded, and with which the
Lord comforted his Church and people, in days remote from the com-
ing of our Lord Jesus Christ! Thiuk, Reader! how gracious the Lord
is, and was, and ever wil] be, that be will have his pecp sle made happy
in the expectation of blessings, as well as in the enjoyment of them?
So that by faith, our fathers in the Church, gone before us, lived upon
Chiist, and feasted on the Redeemer’s blood and nghteousess, as the
souls of his redeemed now live and feast upon him siuce redemption-
work hath been completed; and all, with one heart and one mouth,

lority the same God and Saviour, for the same precious salvation.
}i‘lanl‘ holy, gracious, almvghty God and Father! let the souls of 4l
thy people bless and praise thee, in and through the person and work of
our adorable Mediator ; that from thine own fiee and everlasting love
it is, that thou hast made a feast of fat things in thy Church, thy holy
mountain! Yea, Lord, it is thou who hast,given us Jesus, thy deur and
ever blessed Son, and with him thou hast )giveu all things.

Hail! thou blessed Immanuel! thou art strength to thy poor, &
feast to thy hungry, a garment to thy naked; yea, every thing, in life,
in death, in time, and to all etemlty' It is thou, blessed Jesus, who in
our natare hast conquered sin and all its dreadful consequences, and
fully, and finally, and completely taken away their rebake, and wiped
away ail tears from off gll fages,

Hail! thou blessed and eternal Spirit! by whose gracious teachings
these precious things are made known to us, and by whose diviue
mﬂuences our hearts are brought both to believe and to rejoice in
them! Blessed be thy holy name, for the discovery that ta¢ mouth
of the Lord hath spoker it !

Lord! add one blessing more to the namberless blessings contained
in this chdptu, if agreeable to thy holy mind and will; and cause the
heart of hun that wufea, aud him that reads, to know their own p«.rsoml
interest in the blessings themselves, Oh! for grace here, that in glory
hereafter, we may jomn that rapturous song: Lo, this is our God, we
have warted jor him, and he will save us: this is the Lovrd, we have
wamd JSor fim, we will be glad and rejoice in his salvation! Amen.

CHAP. XXV
CONTENTS.
This is another joyful song, and & gaspel song, full (‘f the praises

of Jehovah for vedemption, infer spersed with re-»‘/eclwna on the wonderful
deaducas of the souls of Goud’s people, in the view of their mercies.

N that day shall this song be sung tn the land
of Judah;, We Imvc a stmn.; utv' salvation
will God appomt_}‘or walls and bulwarks,
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2 Open ye the gates, that the righteous nation
which keepeth the truth may enter in. )

Reader ! do not fail to observe how the prophet continually harps
upon that day, that glorious day, the gospel day, when the Lord will
bring again Zion. And though some have thought that the deliverance
of the Church out of Babylon might well call forth this song . of
praise ; yet even then, every child of God, even_lIsrael thus delivered,
eould no. but celebrate that temporal saivation as typical of a spiritual
and eternal salvation by the Lord Jesus Christ, The deliverance of
the Charch from Egypt, was a type ; and consequently ihe deliverance
from Babylon is the same. And as this song was to be suug in Judah ;
was it not as a representation of the Church of Jesus? See those scrip-
tures, Jerem. xxiil. 5—8. Heb. viii. $---12. Isaiah, Ix. 18.- ’

3 Thou wilt keep hum in perfect peace, whose
mind s stayed on thee: because he trusteth in
thee. :

4 Trust ye in the Lorbp for ever: for in the
Lorp JEHOV AH s everlasting strength:

The first of these verses is a blessed promise; and the second is the
foundation of ,the enjoyment of it. Some read the last phrase of it
(and indeed the margin of our old Bibles preserve the reading so) « the
Lord Jehovah is the rock of Ages.” Iow as the Holy Ghost taught the
Church, through Paul the apostle, expressly so, that the rock which
followed Israel, was indeed Christ ; we do no violence to the words, but
on the contrary, express more fully what they themselves espress, when
we say, “ for in the JAH JEHOVAH is CIIRIST.” And what saith
the Holy Ghost elsewhere? God weas in Christ reconciling the world
to himself ; 2 Cor. v. 19. 1 Cor. x. 4.

5 For he bringeth down them that dwell on
high; the lofty city, he layeth it low ; he layeth
it low, even to the ground; he bringeth it even to
the dust. ' |

6 The foot shall tread it down, even the feet of
the poor, and the steps of tbe needy.

7 The way of the just & uprightness: thou,
most upright, dost weigh the path of the just.

These are plain, but very gracious expressions. The Lord’s people
may be, indeed the Lord’s people will be, humbled, and brought
under humbling providences: but Jesus weigheth out to them in mea-
sure all that is needful for them, and no more. And as to their oppres-
sors, Jesus seeth them all, and knoweth them all, and keeps an account
of all their malice. And woe unto them wlien God ariseth to punish.
Psalm xii. 5.

8 Yea, in the way of thy judgments, O Lorbp,

¢
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have we waited for thec; the desire of our soul 2
to thy name, and to the remembrance of thee. .

9 With my soul have I desired thee in the
night; yea, with my spirit within me will I seek
thee emly for when thy judgments are in the
earth, the inhabitants of the world will learn
rwhteousneqs ~

10 Let favour be shewed to the wicked, yet w1ll
he not learn righteousness: in the land of upright-
ness will he deal unjustly, and will not behold the

majesty of the Lorb.

Here is a sweet view of a gracious soul in particular, and of the
Church in general, in the silent, humble, waitings on the Lord, as well
in providence as grace. I hope the Reader is brought acquainted with
these things. A life of God in the soul cannot be kept up without it.
If we have union with Christ, we cannot but have communion with God ;
and devout souls know what it is, in wight visits from Jesus and to
Jesus, as well as in daily approaches, both public and private, to his
court, to enjoy fellowshap with the Fether, and with his Son Jesus
Christ; 1 John,i. 3. Psalm v. 3. Song, ili. 1. Psalm exxx. through-
out. Indeed it is this which marks their character from that of the
ungodly who kunow not God.

11 Lowup, when thy hand is lifted up, they will
not see: hut they shall sce, and be ashamed for
their envy at the people; yea, the fire of thine ene-
mies shall devour them.

12 Loxp, thon wilt ordain peace for us: for
thou also hast wrought all our works in us.

13 O Lorp our God, other lords beside thee
have had dominion over us: but by thee only will
we make mention of thy name.

14 They are dead, they shall not live; they are
deceased, they shall not rise: therefore hast thou
visited and destroyed them, and made all thcu
memory to perish.

15 Thou bast increased the nation, O Lorp,
thou hast increased the nation: thou art glorified:
thou hadst removed # far unto all the ends of the
earth.

16 Lorp, in trouble have they visited thee,
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they poured out a prayer when thy chastening was
upon them. ' .

17 Like as a woman with ¢hild, that draweth
near the time of her delivery, is in pain, and crieth
out in her pangs; so have we been in thy sight, O
Lorbp, : :

18 We have been with child, we have been in
pain, we have as it were brought forth wind; we
have not wrought auy deliverance in the earth;

neither have the inhabitants of the world fallen.
How strikingly is the conduet of wicked and unregenerate men here
marked ! If the Lord’s band be lifted up in judgments; though they
see the judgments; vet as the Lord’s judgments they see them not.
And though the Lord’s hand be fallen down in punishments ; though
the punishments they feel; yet the Lords hand in them they regard
not., Here again, as in the former verses, the contrast is set fortly
between the righteous and the wicked ; between kim that serveth Gody
and fim that serveth him not ; Malachi, iii. 18, ‘

19 Thy dead men shall live, together with my
dead body shall they arise. Awake and sing, ye
that dwell in dust: for thy dew s as the dew of

herbs, and the earth shall cast out the dead.

I do not presume to decide; but I humbly ask the question. Is
not this verse the address of Clnist to his Church, or of the Father fo
Jesus, in the first part of it; and of Jesus in the after-part of it?

Surely as God the Father engaged to his dear Son, when giving him asa
" covenant to the people, to bring himn up from the grave, anc! his people
with him, there can be no impropriety in beholdive God the Father
as thus again confinning his covenant promises to Christ, and saying,
Thy dead men shall live ; first in grace, and then in glorv. See those
scriptures, Ezek. sxxvii. 1—14. Rev, xx. 6. Founded on this promise,
may we not suppose Jesus to be then speaking of the means how this
great event shall be accomplished ; Together with my dead body shall
they arise. ‘John, xi. 25, 26. 1 Cor. xv. 20. John, v. 25—20. Then
may we not suppose, after the promise comes the accomplishment, and
Clrist calls to his people, Awake and sing, ye that dwell in dust.
1 Cor. 15, 45. Jolm, v.21. 'The figure of the dew of herbs, to illus.
trate the doctrine of the resurrection, is uncommonly beautiful and
interesting. For the herbs of our gardens, during the winter, are hut
like dry sticks. © Theit buddings, therefore, in the spring, are altogether
vew, aud like a resurrection. The dew of the spring, therefore, is
the source of their revival. And such will he the dew of Jesus upon
‘the bodies of his people, in making the eaith cast forth her dead, as'the
earth casteth forth the spring-herbs. And upon the souls of his people
Jesus is in every instance, the same 4s a dew from the Lord, that
waiteth not for man, neither tairieth for the sons of men, Itis wholly
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bv «s1ue of our union with Christ, that both the resurrection of grace,
ax that of glory, is, and will be ‘accomplished. Job, xiv. 7—15. .
Micaa, v. 7. Romans, viii, 11.

20 9 Come, my people, enter thou into thy
chambers, and shut thy doors about thee: hide
thyself as it were for a little mement, until the
indignation be overpast.

21 For, behold, the Lorp cometh .out of his
place to punish the inhabitants of the earth for
their iniquity: the earth also shall disclose her

blood, and shall no more cover her slain.

Oh! what blessedness is contained in these words! and what a bles.
sedness have thousands now in glory, found in them, when upon earth!
If I mistake not, here are all the persons of the Godhead inviting the
children of Christ; yea, taking them by the hand, to come into God’s
pavilion; and as the Lord once said unto Noah, Come thou and all thine
house into the ark; so he saith now to all who by faith, like Noah, pre-
puare an ark, in Jesus, to the saving of their house. And he that takes
by the hand, and leads them ;- the same almighty hand shuts them in.
See Gen. vii. 1—16. Heb. xi. 7. But what are these chambers,
which are here Spoken of, and which the Lord calls the Church’s
chambers? Hath the Lord indeed built for them some secvet enclo -
sures, into which-the righteous may run and be safe in times of public or
private calamity, when the Lord’s judgments are in the earth? Oh! no;
in the event of common providences, God saith, I will draw forth my
sword out of " his sheath, and will cut off from thee the righteous and
the wicked; Ezek. xxi. 3. In things of nature, Solomon remarks,
All things come alike to all; Eccles. ix. 2 ; that is, the fever, or the
sword, will, if commissioned by the Lord, destroy all. But the feelings,
and supports from the Lord, even in those exercises, will still mark the
godly from the sinner. But what then are these chambers into which
the Lord brings his people? Surely the chambers of his covenant of
redemption, in which are found all the attributes and perfections of
God the Father; all the fulness of right and interest in the person,
blood, righteousness, and grace of God the Son as Mediator; and all
the precious comforts and influences of God the Holy Ghost. All the °
ehambers of his love, promises, grace, and mercy. Here they find
repose and shelter from all evil ; and, Noah-like, ride out the storm in
the ark, Christ Jesus; while, like the deluge, the indignation of God’s
wrath against sin is poured down upon the Christless and the ungedly,
Oh! for grace to eater into the chambers; and to see the Lord’s hand
both shutting our souls #n, and every enemy out by which danger
might be iutroduced. Precious Jesus! may it he my portion, in thee to
have peace, while i the worid there is nothing but tribulation! John,
xvi, 33.

e
REFLECTIONS.
My soul! canst thou sing this gospel song of salvation, which the

Lord said should be sung in Judah? = Surely that sweet note is thine
VoL, V. Y v
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Thou hast a strong city; for Jesus is both the foundation, and the walls
of it; yea, Jesus is the all in all of it; for upon all the glory, he is the
defence. Jehovah thy God and Father hath founded his Church upon
Jesus, and Jesus is both the husband and king of his Chuich, and
hath by his Holy Spirit opened the gates to the nation made righteous
in his righteousness to enter in. And surely, Lord, I shall be kept in
peace, yea, perfect peace, while kept in thee, and by thee, aud living npon
thee. Oh! for grace to trust in my Lord God for ever: ior in my Lord
* God Jehovah, there is Christ the Rock of Ages.

And Lord, I pray thee, that amidst all the circumstances of my passing
pilgrimage, by night, or by day, when thy judgments are in the carth,
and when by thy swcet ordinances thou art leading thy people to the
enjoyment of thyself, in every state, gud under every change in me, my
soul may desire to rest in thee who art unchangeable; and who having
toved thine own that are in the world, thou lovest them to the end.
Oh! let it be the language of mine heart, that with my seul have I
desired thee in the night, and with my spirit within me have I sought
thee early. And do thou, Lord, bring me into thy chambers. Give
me to see that in thy covenant-engagements to my glorous Head I am
secure from all danger. All thirie atiributes, all thy promises, thy word,
and thine oath, do secure to me salvation with all its blessings. Surely,
Lord, whilethus blessed, and thus redeemed in Jesus, T may well sing
the song of salvation in this house of my pilgrimage, neither shall any
stop me in my triumphs in Christ Jesus. Every day, and all the day,

- will I chaunt aloud, The Lord Jehovah is my strength and my song ;
ke also is become my salvation.

CHAP. XXVIL
CONTENTS.

Here is the same delight(ul subject continued, and carried on, through
the whole ; namely, the Lord’s care of his church, and the destruction of his’
enemies, and this united subject runs through the whole chapter.

IN that day the Lorp with his sore and great
and strong sword shall punish leviathan that
piercing serpent, even leviathan that crooked ser-
pent; and he shall slay the dragon that z in' the
sea.

2 In that day sing ye unto her, A vineyard of
red wine. ,

3 I the Lorp do keep it; I will water it every
moment: lest any hurt it, I will keep it night and
day. : - »
i Fary és not in me: who would set the briers
and thorns against me in battle? I would go
through them, I would burn them together.
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In the opening of this chapter, the Prophet begihs it, if not in
the same words, yet at least to the same amount, as the Psalnist
doth one of his Psalins, when he saith, I will sing of mercy and
Judgment; unto thee, O Lord, will I sing ; Psalm, ci. 1; for here is
mercy to the Lord’s Church; and judgment to the Lord’s enemies.
The Prophet is using figurative language, when, under the image of a
serpentand a dragon, he would Yepresent the enemies of God’s Church
aud people. The scripture hath explained both, aud in the victories
of Jesus pluinly shewn to whom they both refer. The arch-apostate
spirit is uniformly known in the word of God, as the dragon, and the
old serpent, which is the devil, Rev. xx. 2. The Church is very
frequently represented under the similitude of a vineyard, and a gar-
den; and the red wine is the choicest. wine, intimating that all choice
things are given to the Church; Isaiah, v, 1. &c. Matt. xx, 1, &ec.
Song, vii. 11, 12, But what a sweet promise is here of the Lord’s
keeping his vineyard: how gracious, how constant, how unceasing is the
Lord’s watchfuloess over it ! And Reader! do observe: the Lord
not only keeps it, but waters it; not ouly defeuds it from without, but
blesses it from within ; not oaly keeps off evil, but is himself her chief
good ! Song, iv. 12, Aud ohserve how gracious the Lord is in the inti-
mations of his love and forbearancé, There is nothing of anger or
resentment in him towards his people. If there were, every thing
opposed to the Lord, would be but as briers and thorns, which the fire
of his fury would instantly consume. ‘ )
5 Or let him take bold of my strength, that he

may malke peace with me ; and he shall make peace
with ine.

I pince this verse alone, in order that the Reader may consider it
somewhat more particularly. It is Jehovah the Father who is here
speaking, and therefore it may be supposed that he is speaking, in the
first sense, of the person of our glorious Mediator. And the words
will then be as if Jehovah said, ¢ Let him, as God, for such he is, and
as such he is able, let him take hold of me. For having both natures,
as God and man in one person, he is able, by virtue of both, to take
hold of both parties, God and man, and in the strength of Jehovah,
make peace between both, ¢ by the blood of his cross.” And if we
regard the words as the direction given to the Church, though still with
reference to Christ; the direction is, * Let the pvor sinner in every state,
and under every exercise, take hold of Christ, my strength, and rest
upon him by faith, in a firm dependence upon his salvation; and he
sitall find peace with me.” Reader! what a precious promise, founded
on a precious Saviour! A *

6" He shall cause them that come of Jacob to
take root: Israel shall blossom and bud, and fill
the face of the world with fruit. ' ’

7 € Hath he smitten him, as he smote those
that smote him? or is he slain according to the

slaughter of them that are slain by him? .
g A Y
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8 In measure, when it shooteth forth, thou wilt
debate with it: he stayeth his rough wind in the
day of the east wind. ,

9 By this therefore shall the iniquity of Jacob
be purged; and this 2 all the .fruit to take away
his sin; when he maketh ali the stones of the
altar as chalk-stones, that are beaten in sunder,
the groves and images shall not stand up.

10 Yet the defenced city. shall be desolate, and
the habitation forsaken, and left like a wilder-
ness : there shall the calf feed, and there shall he
lie down, and consume the branchies thereof.

All these are so many different expressions, to intimate that the
Lord’s merey to his peopleis all of grace, and not for their deserts. The

- Lord watcheth over them for good; but it is for the exaltation of his free
grace.

11 When the boughs thereof are withered, they
shall be broken off: the women come, and set them
‘on fire: for it i a people of no understanding :
therefore he that made them will not have mercy
on them, and he that formed them will shew them
no favour. »

I detain the Reader over this verse, just to remark, that though, in
the first view, the doctrine may seem harsh, yet the proper apprehen-
sion presently clears it up, and stops such a conclusion. The sense of
the passage will not be far to gather, if we consider who, and what are
meant by e people of no understanding. 1t doth not mean persons
born with weak or no intellect : this is not what is meant in scripture
language, when speaking of persons of no understanding. Job explains
it at once, when he saith, Behold the fear of the Lord, that is wisdom,
and to depart from evil is understanding ; Job, xxviii. 28. Hence,
therefore, by the peop'e the prophet here speaks of, which have no un-
derstanding, is meant men that do not, and will not, depart from evil;
who know what is good, but do what is evil: who hear of Jesus, but
reject and despise him, Concerning such, this scripture saith, He that

made them, and he that formed them, inasmuch as they reject Christ,
which is the mercy of God, will shew them no favour.

12 9 And it shall come to pass in that day,
#at the Lorp shall beat off from the channel of
. the river unto the stream of Egypt, and ye

shall be gathered one by one, O ye children of
Israel.
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13 And it shall come to pass in that day, that
the great trumpet shall be blown, and they shall
come which were ready to perish in the land of
Assyria, and the outcasts in the land of Egypt,

and shall worship the Lorbp in the holy mount at
Jerusalem.

The chapter closeth most graciously. There is a day promised,
when Israel shall be gathered, yea, individually gathered.  And when
the gospel proclamation, in the jubilee trumpet, shall be blown, the
saving eflects shall be known. Poor sinners, ready to perish, from all the
countries of the earth, shall come, outcasts from Assyria and Egypt;

“and all the Lord’s people, shall be united together, and be one fold

under one shepherd; for Jesus shall be all inall. Jeremiah,xxxiii. 13.
Rev. xiv. 6, 7.

—-——-—%—.——___
REFLECTIONS.

READER! while Jehovah is thus singing to his Church, and com-
manding his people to sing unto her also, a vineyard of red wive: let
you aud I join the holy song, and beginning in Him, who is the chief
musician, and the whole cause of our song, and who alone can string
our hearts, and tune them to his praise ; let us consider the blessedness
of this vineyard of the Lord, and how he hath formed it for himself, .
and for the shewing forth of his glory. Did not God the Father form
this vineyard? And did not Jesus, his dear and ever-blessed Son,
purchase it from his Tather, at infinite cost and pains, even with
his blood? And did not God the Holy Ghost gather the stones out
of the hearts of his people and form them as trees of his own right -
hand planting? And do not all the sacred persons of the Godhead,
Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, bless this vineyard, and with their
sweet and gracious droppings of dew and rain, and all the blessed
influences of heaven, visit it, and watch it, and water it every moment?
And if so, who but would sing the song of salvation to this vineyard,
so favoured, so blessed, 4nd so kept, by sovereign and almighty grace!
Oh! Lord! grant that there may be no blasted fruit, uo withered
branches in thy church and vineyard ; but let the gracious culfivation
flourish and bring forth fruit to the praise of thy nanie! And, Oh!
precious Jesus! do thou come into thy garden, and eat of thy pleasant
fruit! Ob! suffer not the wild boar out of ihe weod fo voo! il up,
nor the wild beast of the field to devour it. But do thou enable all of
thine to take hold of thy strength, and in thy righteousness te be
eternally secured. Be thou, Lord, the securiiv of thy viveyard, and
both the glory and the defence thereof: for then we shall be indeed
strong in the Lord, and in the power of his might; and unceasingly
sing of the Lord's redemption of his vineyard, the Church, upon earth,

and the everlasting glories of Jesus and his Church in heaves
Amen,
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CHAP., XXVIII.
CONTENTS.

Amidst many threatenings to the people for their rebellions, this chapter
contamns some most g/urm"s descriptions of the person of Christ, und the
wonders of saltation in him.

TOE to the crown of pride, to the drunkards

of Ephraim, whose glorious beauty s a

fading ﬂO\V€1 which are on the head of the fat
valleys of them that are overcome with wine!

2 Behold, the Lorp hath a mighty and strong
one, which as a tempest of hail and a destmym(r
storm, as a flood of mighty waters overflowing,
shall cast down to the earth with the hand.

3 Thecrownof pride. the drunkardsof Ephraim,
shdll be trodden under feet:

4 And the glorious beauty, which s on the
head of the fat folle} shali be a fading flower,
and as the hasty fruit before the summer; which
when he that looketh upon it seeth, while it is yet

in his hand, he eateth it ap.

We shall find the best illustration of the things here spoken by
reading with it the prophecy of Hosea, who had delivered the greater
part of his prophecy somewhat about fifty years before this part of
Isaiah's ministry.  Fphraim, which represents the ten tribes, being
settled in Samarie, a vich and flourishing country, vaxcd fat and
kicked, and perverted the Lord’s bounties into occasions of sin. The
Loxrd thercfore was now preparing an instrument to bumble his
people, and, in the king of . Assyria, was about to bring up e mighty
and strong one, as the Lmd is pleased to call him, which should bring
them down. Reader! what a sad thought, but how true it is, that
from the propeusity of our fallen nature, that which should restrain
from sin, 1s made by us the very means of indulging in sin; and because
a gracious God pours out a greater fulness of his blessmgs, we take
therefrom a greater freedom to offend !

5 9] In that day shaii the LorD of hosts be fora
crown of g¢lory, and for a diadem of beauty, unto
the residue of his people,

6 And for a spirit of judgment to him that
sitteth in judgment, and for strength to them that
turn the battle to the gate.

)
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How blessed do these verses come in, afier such views as the former
held forth of man’s sin, to atford relief, in the contemplation of God's .
glory. 1 hope the Reader is too well taught by the Holy Ghost, to need
any other information of who is here meant, by the crown of glory and a
diademof beauty. Surely none but Jesus the Mediator can come up to
this character. And if the Reader will turn to the sixty-second chap-
ter of Isaialy’s prophecy, verses 2 and 3, he will there find Jehoval’s
promises to the Lord Christ, as the IHead of his Cburch, under those
very characters. And when the Reader hieth done this, if he will turn
to the fourth chapter of the same propbecy, he will find no less
instruction concerning this Spirit of judzment and of burning, by
which the Lord carries on his purposes of grace in the hearts of his
prople. 1 ouly detain the Reader to remark yet further on this pas-
sage, that by what is here said of the residue of his people, probably
is meant the kingdom of Judah, or, if not, some of God’s kidden ones
in Ephraim, who might be alarmed in the times of general calamity.
Realer! it is blessed to see, that in the worst of times, there is @ seed
remeins.  And it is further blessed to see, that the Lord knoweth and
watcheth over them that are his. Psalm, xxii. 30, 2 Tim. it. 19. Isaiah,
xxvii, 3,

- 7 9 But they also have erred through wine, and
through strong drink are out of the way; the
priest and the prophet have erred through strong
drink, they are swallowed up of wine, they are out
of the way throagh strong drink ; they err in vi-
sion, they stumble iz judgment.

8 For all tables are full of vomit and filthiness,
50 that there s no place clean.

9 § Whom shall he teach knowledge? and
whom shall he make to understand doctrine ? them
that are weaned from the milk, and drawn from
the breasts.

10 For precept must be upon precept, precept
upon precept; line upon line, line upon line;
here a little, and there a little:

11 For with stammering lips and another tongue

will he speak to this people.
Here is another solemn charge, and more pointed than the former.
Errors are not only found in Ephraim, but in Judah; not only among
" the carual, but the professor. * Yea, God’s ministers, both prophet and
priest, are sajd to have erred through strong drink! Precious Jesus!
is it possible that we can behold thee drinking the cup of trembling to
the very dregs; and that any who minister before thee, aud in thy name,
can be found dripking the drunkerd’s cup? Well might lsaiah cry out,
and exelaim, Whom shall ke teach Lnowledge? It should seem from
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the whole of this passage, that the people bantered at what was spoken,
and turned it into laughter. Some have rendered the word, which we
translate stammering lips, ridiculous lips ; and this idea seems to render
the thing probable. And if the priest and the prophet indeed erred
through strong drink, it is more than probable, they. became ridiculous
in what they preached Alas! alas! to what a state is our nature
fallen'!

12 To whom he said, This is the rest wherewith
ye may cause the weary to rest; and this s the

refreshing: yet they would not hear.

This is a blessed verse, which comes in like some preciouscordial to a
dying man, who had been fainting before under afflictions all around.
But, Reader! who is the person bere spoken of, to whom he said? Who
is the He heie meant?. I do not presume to deterinine, but I venture to
believe, that 1tis He who guided the prophet Isaiab’s pen, even God
the Holy Ghost. And who, and what, is the rest to whom the prophet
was to direct the people; and at a time when their own prophets and
priests, by their errors and drunkenvess, could not teach knowledge ?
Who could this be, but thee, thou blessed Jesus, who in the days
of thy flesh didst invite to come to thee, the weary and heavy laden,
and they should find rest to their souls? Matt. xi. 28, 29. Reader!
do you know Jesus, under this character? Have you come to him,
" and found him indeed the refreshing? Oh! how blessed, under all
the storms and dxsquwtudes of' hfe, to say, with one of old, Return unto
thy rest, unto thy Jesus, my soul, for the Lord hath’ dealt bount ifully
with thee! Psalm, cxvi. 7.

13 But the word of the Lorp was unto them
precept upon precept, precept upon precept; line
upon line, line upon line; here a little, and there
a little; that they mloht go, and  fall backwaxd
and be broken and snared and taken.

14 9§ Wherefore hear the word of the Loiz’D; ye
scornful men, that rule this people which i in Je—‘
rusalem.

15 Because ye have said, We have made a co-
venant with death, and with hell are we at agree-
ment; when the overflowing scoarge shall pass
through, it shall not come unto us: for we have
made lies our refuge, and under falsehood have we

hid ourselves.

These are very awful verses, and enough to make the ears of every
one that heareth tiiem to tingle. ' And what must the end be of scorners,
mockers of God's word, and despisers of his threatenings?

16 ¢ Therefore thus saith the Lorp God, Be-
hold, I lay in Zion for a foundation a stone, a trled
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stone, a precious coirner-stone, a sure foundation:

he that believeth shall not make haste.

I cannot begin to offer a single observation upon this most precious
verse, before that T have first desired to bend the knee of my heart
before the throne, to bless the Lord for it. And at the same time I
would no less desire to adore the riches of his grace, in that the Lord
God would not leave so blessed a portion to our conjecture, coucerning
whom it referred to, but by his servant the apostie Peter, hath done it
to our hands. Let the Reader therefore, when he hath again and
again read what the prophet here saith, turn to the Epistle of Peter;’
1 Peter, ii. 6—8, Reader! think how gracious our God and Father is,
thus to lay the foundation of his Church! think how firm, immovea-
ble, blessed, and eternal, is Jesus Christ, the rock on which his Church
is built? And oh how safe and secure must they be in their everlasting
interests, who are built upon him, against which the gates of hell cannot
prevail. Oh! precious, precious Jesus! whatever stone of stumbling,
or rock of offence thou art to those that know thee not, be thou to me
the rock of salvation ; for blessed is he whosoever shall not be offended
tn thee! Reader! think it not troublesome to turn to those several
scriptures; Matt, xxi. 42, Psalm, cxviil, 22. Acts, iv. 11, 12. Zech.
iii, 9. Dan. ii. 34, 35. Rom, ix. 33. Ephes. ii. 20, 21. Rom. x, 11.

17 Judgment also will I lay to the line, and
righteousness to the plummet : and the hail shall
sweep away the refuge of lies, and the waters shall
overtlow the hiding-place.

18 € And your covenant with death shall be
disannulled, and your agreement with hell shall
not stand; when the overflowing scourge shall
pass through, then ye shall be trodden down
by it. ‘

19 From the time that it goeth forth it shall
take you: for morning by morning shall it pass
over, by day and by night: and it shall be a vexa-
tion only 70 understand the.report.

20 For the bed is shorter than that a man can
stretch himself on #¢: and the covering narrower
than that he can wrap himself in .

21 For the Lorp shall rise up as ¢z mount Pe-
razim, he shall be wroth as « the valley of Gibeon,
that he may do his work, his strange work ; and
bring to pass his act, his strange act.

22 Now therefore be ye not mockers, lest your

bands be made strong: for I have heard from the
Voi.V. Zz
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Lord Gop of hosts a consumption, even determined
upon the whole earth.

I have often thought, that among all the nnpromising appearances
of things around, when men sin with a high band, in slighting and
despising both God’s judgments and God’s mercies ; the most unpro-.
mising are among those that mock at God’s rich plan of redemption
by Christ. There is somewhat so truly awful in this, as should seem
to carry with it features of peculiar danger. Blessed be God, there are
instances of the sovereignty of grace in the recovery of all characters
in the vast catalogue of sin, so as that none should despair, while none
presume. Nevertheless there is somewhat in the malignity of the mocker,
which, like the son of the bond-woman, peculiarly marks the hatred of
the mind, and makes one very apprehensive of such being given up to
a reprobate mind. How solemn is this last verse: Be ye nof mockers,
lest your bands be made strong ! :

23 9 Give ye ear, and hear my voice; hearken,
and hear my speech. ,

24 Doth the plowman plow all day to sow?
doth he open and break the clods of his ground?

25 When he hath made plain the face thereof,
doth he not cast abroad the fitches, and scatter
the cummin, and cast in the principal wheat
and the appointed barley and the rie in their
place? ‘

26 For his God doth instruct him to discretion,
and doth teach him:

27 For the fitches are not threshed with a thresh-
ing-instrument, neither is a cart-wheel turned about
upon the cummin; but the fitches are beaten out
with a staff, and the cummin with a rod.

28 Bread-corn is bruised ; because he will not be
ever threshing it, nor break i with the wheel of
his cart, nor bruise it with his horsemen. ‘

29 This also cometh forth from the Lorp of-
hosts, which 1s wonderful in counsel, and excellent
in working. ‘

The chapter ends very graciously, in shewing the Church, under the
similitude of the husbandman, how the Lord takes care of his house-
hold. And as Jesus liath sweetly set forth the same blessed truths,
under the same imagery, we cannot be at a loss to apprehend the whole
of the instruction. Ye are God’s husbandry, said the apostle ; and

Jesus himself saith, I am the vine, ye are the branches. Oh'! f9r grace
1o be thus favoured, and to know that we are brought into the vineyard,
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the. Church of the Lord of hosts. Isaiah, v.7. 1 Cor.iii.9. John,
xv. 1, &ec. L : ) \
it T D R

REFLECTIONS.

Reaper! what a wonderful hfstoiy ‘doth the Church of God
hold forth in all: ages!  Never was there: a-;people so favoured. as
Israel! Never surely a nation so degenerate. In whatever period
we look at the account, the contemplation is the same. Hath a
nation changed their gods, which are yet no gods? Was it ever kiown
that any people under heaven, when once.they ‘had taken up with an
idol, because they knew not the true, God, ever put it down again quj
another 7+ But, saith the Lord, my people fsrael, to whom 1 have ‘made.
myself known in blessing them; my people- have changed their glory
JSor that which doth not profit. Coe e G

Reader! pause over this, and then behold what a wondérful God is
our God ! 'Are we, like lsracl, prone to lay down ‘any thing, yea,'nothing
that is, or can be durable and solid, for a foundation to build upon for
eternity ? Hear what the Lord saith; I'will lay in Zion, for a founda-
tion d stone; @ precious corner stone, @ sure foundation! Blessed God
and Father! precious Lord Jesus! holy eternal Spirit! cause our
souls ;here to build, and on, this rock to bottom all our hopes of
heaven and happiuess.. Oh! for grace to try. thee, thou blessed Jesus,
as God the Father hath tried thee, and found thee faithful, Never,
never; shall 1 be ashamed or confounded while I trust in thee, and rest
upon thee, in life, and death, in time, and to all, cternity !

<%

CHAP. XXIX.

CONTENTS.

The Prophet is kere reproving Jerusalem, and shewing their folly.
Towards the close of the Chapier, the Lord gives some sweet promises
to the house of Jucob. . .

OE to Ariel, to Ariel, the city where David
dwelt: add ye year to year; let them kill

- sacrifices.

2 Yet I will distress Ariel, and there shall be
heaviness “and sorrow: and it shall be unto me as
Ariel. ' \

We might have been at a loss to know what the Prophet meant by
Ariel, had he not himself explained it, by adding, the city where David
dwelt ; consequently Jerusalem. The word itself is taken from a root,
signifying the Lion. But the Chapter opens with a woe upon it; and
it should seem, from the manner in which the sacrifices were offered,
it was on this account; probably in those sacrifices, the people did not
join faith in Christ, and hence, all sacrifices without an eye to Christ,
must be followed with a wee. ‘

Y

2z 2
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3 And I will camp against thee round about,
and will lay siege against thee with a moant, and
will raise forts against thee.

4 And thou shalt be brought down, and shalt

speak out of the ground, and thy speech shall be
low out of the dust, and thy voice shall be, as of
one that hath a familiar spirit, out of the ground,
and thy speech shall whisper out of the dust.
5 Moreéover the multitude of thy strangers shall
be like small dust, and the multitude of the terri-
ble ones shall be as chaff that passeth away : yea, it
shall be at an instant suddenly. ,

6.Thou shalt be visited of the Lorp of hosts
with- thunder, and with earthquake, and great
noise, with storm and tempest, and the flame of
devouring fire. | ‘

7 9 And the multitude of all the nations that
fight against. Ariel, even all that fight against her
and her munition, and that distress her, shall be
as a dream of a night vision. ' :

8 It shall even be as when an hungry man
dreameth, and, behold, he eateth; but he awaketh,
and his soul is empty: or as when a thirsty man
dreameth, and, behold, he drinketh; but he awak-
eth, and, behold, Ae ¢s faint, and his soul hath ap-
petite: so shall the multitude of all the nations be,
that fight against Mount Zion.

9 ¢ Stay yourselves, and wonder; cry ye out,
and cry: they are drunken, but not with wine;
they stagger, but not with strong drink.

10 For the Lorp hath poured out upon you
the spirit of deep sleep, and hath closed your
eyes: the prophets and your rulers, the seers
hath he covered. ~

11 And the vision of all is become unto you as
the words of a book that is sealed, which men deli-
ver to one that is learned, saying, Read this,
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I pray thee: and he saith; I cannot; for it is
sealed: ' \

12 And the book is delivered to him that is
not learned, saying, Read this, I pray thee: and
he saith, I am not learned.

13 4 Wherefore the Lorbp said, Forasmuch as
this people draw near me with their mouth, and
with their lips do honour me, but have removed
their heart far from me, and their fear toward me

1s taught by the precept of men:

Here are the same, or similar denunciations, as have been before
noticed. God’s judgments for men’s rebellion. And what makes the
whole most awful, is, that those judgments and -punishments remain
unsanctified. The people did indeed, when the Lord’s afflictions were
upon them, call upon the Lord; but it was in form only, not in heart.
Lip service, not soul affection, constituted the whole of their religion.
Reader! look mnarrowly over-your own heart, under this particular:
rotienness hegins there. Ezek. xxxiil., 30—32. Jer. xii. 2. Matt.
xv. 8.

14 Therefore, behold, I will proceed to do a
marvellous work among this people, even a mar-
vellous work and a wonder: for the wisdom of
their wise men shall perish, and the understanding
of their prudent men shall be hid. |

15 Woe unto them that seek deep to hide their
counsel from the Lorp, and their works are in
the dark, and they say, Who seeth us> and who
knoweth us ?

16 Surely your turning of things upside down -
shall be esteemed as the potters’ clay : for shall the
work say of him that made it, e made me
not? or shall the thing framed say of him that

framed it, He had no understanding ?

All spiritual visitations which the Lord makes upon his people, are
among the heaviest of his judgments. And in what an awful instance
was this prediction fulfilled, and is still fulfilling, on Israel, in" their
rejection of Christ, the Lord of life and glory!

17 Is it not yet a very little while, and Leba-
non shall be turned into a fruitful field, and the
fruitful field shall be esteemed as a forest ?

18 € And in that day shall the deaf hear the
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wmds of the book, and' the. .eyes of the blind
shall see out of obscurity, and out of darkness. .
19 The meek also shall increase their joy in the
Lorp, and the poor among men shall rejoice m the.
Holy One of Israel. '

Here the Lord comes in with sweet promises, for the Lord stlll deOIZI’S
his people, and will have mercy upon Israel. Hence, therefore, here are
blessings of fruitfulness promised; blind eyes are to be opeied, 'deaf ears
to be unstopped and humble souls shall be nidde joyful in the Lord.
And who doth not, or will not see, in all this, the outlines of the coming
of Jesus? Com'mre chap. xxxv. 5, with Malt xi, .:), and then d&l\ vyhe-
ther words can be plainer?

20 For the terrible one is brought: to nought,
and the scorner is consumed, and all that wabch for
iniquity are cut off:

21 That make a man 'an offender. for a WOLd
and lay a snare for him: that reproveth in- the
gate, and turn aside the just for a "thing of
nouwht \

ThlS prophecy surely had its accomphahmeut also, when ihe Scnbes
and Pharisees sought to entangle Jesus in his talk ; '\tht xxik, 1522,
Luke, xx. 20.

22 Therefore thus saith the LORD who re-
deemed Abraham, concerning the house of Jacob,
Jacob shall not now be ashamed nelthel shall his
face now wax pale.

23 But when he seeth his dnldlen the work of
mine hands, in the midst ot him, they shall sanctify
my name, and sanctify the Holy Oune of Jacob,
and shall fear the God of Isracl.

24 They also that erred in spirit shall come to
understanding, and they that murmured shall learn

doctrine.

Reader! above all things, do remark how gracious the Chapter closeth.
The Lord will be friends with Jacob, notwithstanding all his rebellion.
The cause is assigned, the Lord redeemed Abraham, that is, in the’
covenant of redemption founded in Christ; and in the promise to Abra-
ham, Jacob's seed was included. Oh! the grace of God in Christ!
Isaiah, xlii, 24, 25, and immediately followed with Isaiah, xliii. 1—7.

REFLECTIONS.

My soul! learn from Jerusalem’s transgressions, and from Jerusalem’s
sorrow, how to form proper conceptions of thy unworthiness, and the
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Lord’s chastisement of thy sins. Surely, as in a mirror, mayest thou
behold thy features, and learn from both, the sweet instructions of thy
God. Well mayest thou take up the language of the Apostle, and
say, What then, are we better than they? No, in no wise: for he hath
proved both Jews and Gentiles all under sin.

Blessed Lamb of God! it is thou, and thou only, that art the
burden-bearer of thy people’s sins, and hast taken them away by thy
blood. Oh! for grace to behold thee as the sole cause of Jehovah’s
pardoning love, having made our peace by the blood of the cross. And
oh! for grace to plead in thee, and by thee, the whole blessings of
the covenant promised to Abraham, that no faces of Israel’s true seed
may gather paleness. It is in thee, blessed Jesus, that all nations shall
be blessed.” Out of thee, there can be no blessing; but in thee, all bless-
ings to Jacob’s seed abound. May my soul live upon thee and thy ful- -
ness, and may all the redeemed sanctify thy name, and sanclify the
Holy One of Jacob, and fear the God of Israel.

CHAP. XXX
_ CONTENTS,

This Chapter, lile the former, contains reprooﬂ' mingled with pro-
mises. The graciousness of God to his church is tenderly set forth,
and there is much of Christ in tl’us sweet scripture.

“TOE to the rebellious children, saith the

Lorp, that take counsel, but not of me;
and that cover with a covering, but not of my
spirit, that they may add sin to sin:

2 'That walk to go down into Egypt, and have
not asked at my month to strengthen themselves
in the strength of Phalaoi , and to trust 'in the
shadow of lwypt’

3 Therefore shall the stlenoth of Pharaoh be
your shame, and the trust in the shadow of Egypt
your confusion.

4 For his princes were at Zoan, and his ambas-
sadors came to Ianes.

5 They were all ashamed of a people that could
not profit them, nor be an help nor profit, but a

shame, and also a reproach.

" Reader! remark amidst all the rebellions of Israel, how the Lord still
calls them children. And thongh chastisement must and will follow their
disobedience, yet, the very chastisement proves the Lord’s design to reco-
ver them. And the method the Lord takes to accomplish his plirpose,
manifests his gracious intention. For, do they seek strength from foreign
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allianees ? then shall those alliances be the rod to their own punishment*
Do they seek to Pharaoh instead of the Lord? and trust in the reed$
of Egypt, when the Rock of ages would have supported them? then
shall shame and a reproach be the consequence. Reader! it surely
distinguisheth a divine hand, when our confidences prove our ruin!

6 The burden of the beasts of the south: into
the land of trouble and anguish, from whence come
the young and old lion, the viper, and fiery flying
serpent, they will carry their riches upon the
shoulders of young asses, and their treasures upon
the bunches of camels, to a people that shall not
profit them.

7 For the Egyptians shall help in vain, and to
no purpose: therefore have I cried concerning this,
"Their strength s to sit still.

These are parts of the same burden, and not unlike what was said
before concerning Egypt, under the figure of the land shadowing wiil
wings, chap. xviii. 1.

8 ¢ Now go, write it before them in a table,
and note it in a book, that it may be for the time to
come for ever and ever: . ,

9 That this s a rebellious people, lying chil-
dren, children that will not hear the law of the
Lorp:

10 Which say to the seers, Sce not; and to the
prophets, Prophecy not unto us right things,
speak unto us smooth things, prophecy deceits :

. 11 Get you out of the way, turn aside out of
the path, cause the Holy One of Israel to cease
from before us.

12 Wherefore thus saith the Holy One of Is-
rael, Because ye despise this word, and trust in
oppression and perverseness, and stay thereon:

13 Therefore this iniquity shall be to you as a
breach ready to fall, swelling out in a high
wall, whose breaking cometh suddenly at an in-
stant. '

14 And he shall break it as the breaking of
the potter’s vessel that is broken in pieces ; he shall
not spare: so that there shall not be found in the
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bursting of it, a’ sherd to take fire {rom the

hearth, ex to take water withal out of the pit.

It should seem that [saizh wrote to them, as well as preached to
them. And as Isrgel’s rebellion deseended, like the bloed in the veins,
from father to son, there needed a standmo memorial on the subject;’
for what the Prophet said te one, suited all. 1t is an awful thing when
the preachers of the word accommodate what they deliver, to the false
tastes of their hearers !

15 For thus saith the Lord Gop, the Holy
One of Israel; In returning and rest shall ye be
saved; in quietvess and in ° confidence shall be
your strength: and ye would not.

16 But ye said, No; for we will flee upon
horses; therefore shall ye flee: and, We will ride
upon the swift ; therefore shall they that pursue
you be swift. ’

17 One thousand shall flee at the rebuke of one;
at the rebuke of five shall ye flee : till ye be leftas a
beacon upon the top of a mountain, and as an en-

sign on an hill. >

How the Lord raiseth up instruinents to punish his children from
their own pursuits, and, like Jonal’s gourd, maketh a worm to come
foith from the root of it! The Lord had assured his people, that if they
would rest upon his power, he would protect them. But they thought
a banded army of men would be better, and, therefore, as they valued
Egypt's strength more than heaven’s security, they should find, to their
cost, that that strength should profit them nothing.

18 9 And therefore will the Lorp wait, that
he may be gracious uato you, and thercfore will
he be exalted, that he may have mercy upon you:
for the Lorp ¢s a God of judgment : blessed are

-all they that wait for him.

19 For the people shall dwell in Zion at Jeru-
salem : thou shalt weep no more: he will be very
gracious unto thee at the voice of thy cry; when
he shall hear it, he will answer thee.

20 And though the Lorp give you the bread of
adversity, and the water of aﬂllctlon yet shall not
thy teachers be removed into a corner any more,
but thine eyes shall see thy teachers:

21 And thine car shall hear a word behind thee,
Vou. V. 3 A
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saying, This 25 the way, walk ye in it, when ye
turn to the right band, and when ye tupp to the
left.

Reader! ebserve the workings of grace, and how the Lord’s love
breaks out, before the weapons of sin in the rebellious child’s hands fall
down. And do observe, in this sweet scripture, not only the wuitings in
the Lord to be gracious, but to be very gracious; uot only his bowels
yearning to pardon, but to take into favour. And though, in outward
providences, the Lord scemed to frown, in the hard and coarse fare
of oread in adversily, and water in afffiction, yet love was in all, and
at the bottom of all. And, as a proof of it, whereas in times past,
the Lord’s prophets and teachers had been prohibited from speaking to
the people, in the name of the Lord; yet now the people should
not only hear and see them, but feel the power of grace upon their
hearts, accompanying the word. They should have the hearing ear
and the seeing eye, yea, they should not ouly hear the word behind.
them, but feel it 'in them, and bave Christ formed in their heart, the
hope of glory. Reader! do you know any thing of this?

22 Ye shall defile also the covering of thy
graven images of silver, and the ornament of thy
molten images of gold; thou shalt cast them away
as a menstruous cloth: thou shalt say unto. it,
Get thee hence. _

23 Then shall he give the rain of thy seed, that
thou shalt sow the ground withal; and bread of .
the increase of the earth, and it shall be fat and
plenteous: in that day shall thy cattle feed in large

astures. ~

24 The oxen likewise and the young asses that
ear the ground shall eat clean provender, which
hath been winnowed with the shovel and with the
fan.

25 And there shall be upon every high moun-
~ tain, and upon every high hill, rivers and streams
- of waters in the day of the great slaughter, when
the towers fall.

26 Moreover the light of the moon shall be
as the light of the sun, and the light of the sun
shall be sevenfold, as the light of seven days, in
the day that the Lorp bindeth up the breach
of his people, and healeth the stroke of their
wound. ;

-
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How very sweetly and blessedly doth . the Prophet describe the sure
effects-of grace, in the hearts of those, where God’s words, like the
good seed, have fallen into good ground! Every thing that is filthy,
they desire to cast away; and every thing that is holy, they desire to
follow. And the Lord goeth on to bless such souls, and to water the .
word sown in their hearts, with the continual dew of his blessing:
there shall be rivers and streams of weters, Song, iv. 15. Psalm,
xlvi, 4. And as all creation groaneth by reason of man’s sin, so
shall the inferior creatures be made fat and full, by reason of man’s
recovery by grace. Yea, so blessed shall be this day, that light, life,
aund joy sha!l burst forth, compared to former darkness, death, and sor-
row, as the light of seven days, a fulness of glory. Reader! is it not
so in the soul when Jesus, the morning star, hath ansen, and a light,
never more to be darkness, is made by almighty grace, m the circums
stances of every poor sinner?

27 Behold, the name of the Lorp coming from
far, bmmng with his anger, and the burden
thereof s heavy : his lips are full of indignation,
and his tongue as a devouring fire :

98 And his breath, as an overﬂowmd stream,
shall reach to the midst of the neck, to sift the
natiouns with the sieve of vanity; and there shall

- be a bridle in the j jaws of the people causing them
to err.

29 Ye shall have a song, as in the mwht when

a holy solemnity is kept; and gladness of heart,
as when one goeth with a pipe to come into the
mountain of the Lorp, to the mighty One of
Israel.
30 And the T.orp shall cause his glorious voice
to be heard, and shall shew the lwhtmnrf down of
his arm, with the indignation of his anger, and
with the flame of a devourmg fire, with sc_attex ing,
and tempest, and hailstones.

31 For throagh the voice of the Lorp shall
the Assyrian be beaten down, which smote with a
rod.

32 And in every place where the grounded staft
shall pass, which the Lorp shall ‘ay upon him, i
shall be with tabrets and harps; and in battles of
shaking will he fight with it.

33 For Tophet is ordained of old ; yea, for the
342
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king it is prepared; he hath made it deep and
large : the pile thereof ¢ fireand much wood; the
breath of the Lorp, like a stream of brimstone,
doth kindle it.

{ hope that the Reader is, by this time, so well acquainted with
scripture, as to need not_the remark how, all along, the Lord is for
ever blending judgment with mercy. Here we have, as in many
other places in the word of God, the horrible punishment of the de-
spisers of God and of his Christ; while we have been comforted with
the blessings of those that love and fear him. And in all periods
of the Church we tind these united predictions constantly and faith-
fully fulfilled. And the people of God are called upoun to bless God,
when the Lord puts down their enemies before their face. They have
a song as in the night. Witness the case in Egyp?, Exod. xv. 1, &c.
Witness the same m Babylon, Psalm exxxvii, 8, 9. And the final
triumph of God’s people is described the same, when standing on
the sea of glass,-ana sin.1ng the song of Moses and of the Lamb: Who
shall not feur thee, O Lovd, and glorify thy name, for thou only art
holy? For all nations shall come dnd worship before thee, for thy
Jjudgments are made manifest!  Rev. xv. 2—4.

%

et I ——
REFLECTIONS.

BresseED Lord! rebellious as T am, and unworthy of the least of thy
mercies, vet, Lord, for thine own great name’s sake, let my covering be
the coveriyg of thy Spirit; and let me never seek strength from the
Egypts of this world, in an arm of flesh, or the false confidences of the
heart. Oh! precious Lord Jesus! be thou my strength, and salvation,
and my sure lielp in every time of need! And let that sweet promise
of thiune, everiastingly stay wme; the Lord waiteth to be gracious;
waiteth, not only to give the meicy in the best time, but to prepare his
people for the best, and most timely enjoyment of it. Let this be my
case, O Lord. Do thou prepare me tor the true apprehension of
thyself, and of all thy mercies. And when my Lord hath made room
in my poor soul for himself, by driving eut every other thought, and
affection ; then may my God and Saviour, come und take the entire
po-session, and reigu and rule there, the Lord of life and glory!

Most gracious Lord ! how ought my soul to praise thee, for thy gra-
ciousness to Zion, in the present hour; that amidst all the languishing
state of thy Churches, thou art still merciful in preserving to us our
ordinances. Yea, Lord, thou hast not, as our backslidings have de-

. served, removed our candlestick out of its place. Qur sabbaths, we
still enjoy. Thy holy word is still in cur houses. Our teachers are
‘mot shut up in a corner. Okl for grace to sec our mercies | and oh!
tor the Lord’s blessing upon thetn, that they may be rendered blessings
indeed to us, and our souls made blessed in the use of them! Butis
there not, O Lord, cause to fear, that sinee, in the present day, the
light of gospel truth, compared to former times, is as the light of scven
days in one; if the unation that is called by thy name, loveth darkness
rather than light, becausé her deeds ere evil, that thine indignation, as
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this chapter sets forth, will burn as a devourmg ﬂnme? Is there not
reason indeed to dread, that the Lord will put a bridle in the jaws of
the people causing them 10 err? And as they persist in despising this
Christ, and do not like to retein God in their knowledge; the Lord
will give them over to o reprobate mind?, Alnmghty God! in reading
thy judgments, mingled with mercy, I would rejoice indeed, but rejoice
with trembling. Oh! give to my soul songs in the wight. The present
hour is an hour that needs such mercies. Do thou, Lord, impart them
to thy people, as in the days of old. And now, while thy Church
standeth as upon a sea of glass, let the song of Moses and of the Lamb
‘'be the song of all thy redeemed : Great and marvellous are thy works,
-Lord God Almighty! just and true are th_/ ways, thou king of
saints.

»

CHAP. XXXI.

CONTENTS.

This chapter is to the same purport as the former. The prophet setteth
Jorth the folly of all human confideaces. Some gracious promises are
given towards the close of the chapter.

OF to them that go down to Egypt for help;

~and stay on#horses, and trust in chariots,
because they are many ; and in horsemen, because
they are very strong: but they look not unto the
Ioly One of Israel, neither seck the Lorp!

2 Yet he also is wise, and will bring evii, and
will not call back his words : bat will arise against
the house of the evildoers, and against the help of
them that work iniquity.

3 Now the Egyptians are men, and not God;
and their horses fiesh, and not spirit.  When the
Lorp shall stretch out his hand, both he that
helpeth shall fall, and he that is holpen shall fall

down, and they all shall fall t()()’f‘ﬂl(’i.

Reader! we shall find scriptures, such s the present, truly pro-
fitable, under the teaching of the Iloly Ghost, if we make applma—
tion of what is here said in history, concerning Israel’s trusting in
Egypt, -to ourselves, and the people of God, in spiritual things. Is
it not an unnatural alliauce for men in grace, to seck comfort from
tlie men of the world? If at any time the waters of the sanetnary
run low, wiil the cisterns of worldly enjoyments supply the place?
Gh! the folly of God’s people in mingiing with the carnal!  Surcy
it is impossible for one to touch pitch and not be defiled : and surely
equally impossible is it for gracious minds to go among the worldly
and the vaw, and wot wound the soul.  Oh! for gruee to bealways
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remembering those scriptures, 2 Cor. vi. 17, 18. lsaiah, lii. 11,
Rev. xviil. 4. .

4 For thus hath the Lorp spoken unto me,
Like as the lion, and the young lion roaring on
his prey, when a multitude of shepherds is called.
forth-against him, %e will not be afraid of their
voice, nor abase himself for the noise of them; so
shall the Lorp of hosts come down to fight for
mount Zion, and for the hill thereof.

5 As biids flying, so will the Lorp of hosts de-
fend Jerusalem ; defendmo also he will deliver ¢ ;

and passing over he will preserve /.

Here the Lord condescends to make use of two beautiful similitudes,
to point out his watchfulness over his people. The strength of the
lion, and the solicitude of the bird, are brought in view in proof of it.
Will the lion, hungry, and seeking for prey, be dashed with the appear-
ance of poor timid shepherds, “how many soever they are, who are,
anxious to save their lambs? Or will the blrds, in their ﬂ}}n" over
their young, defend their lives at the hazard of their own; and shall not
he that gave strength to the one, and téuderness to the other, abound
both with strength and aflection towards his people? Reader! seek
grace to preserve alive in the soul that well founded confidence, which
rests wholly upon Jehovah’s own fice, sovereign love and grace,
and mercy towards his redeemed in Chuist. Isaxah, xlix. 15, 16.
Matt. 23, 37.

6 ¢ Turn ye unto him from whom the children
of Israel have deeply revolted.

7 For in that day every man shall cast away his
idols of silver, and his idols of gold, which your
own hands have made.unto you for a sin.

8 Then shall the Assyrian fall with the sword,
not of a mighty man: and the sword, not of a
mean man, shall devour him: but he shall flce
from the sword, and his young men shall be dis-
comfited.

9 And he shall pass over to his strong hold for
fear, and his princes shall be afraid of the ensign,
saith the Lorp, whose fire ¢s in Zion, and his fm-

nace in Jerusalem.

Itis blessed to observe how the Lord’s precepts are frequently accom-~
pamed with promises; and his commands to his people to return to him,
vmh giving the ability to return, See a beautiful illustration, Jerem.
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xxxi. 18—20. And the provision for returning is blessedly set forth
by another prophet, in reference to the blood of Christ, Zech. ix,
11, 12. And when these divine properties are wrought in the heart
by grace, and the Lord hath prepared his people for his mercy ; then
the mercies prepared for them are given, and, as these other verses set
forth, idols are thrown away, and all enenues, like the Assyrian, are
considered as nought.

.
e e N A R et

REFLECTIONS.

READER! pause over this chapter, and behold in it a confirmation -
of all the great and leading truths of God! All human strength is
like the strength of Eg th of no dependence in the. hour of need:
and all confidence thegefore in it, will assuredly disappoint. Oh’
how forcibly therefore doth this chapter, and indeed the whole sex q)«
tures of God, proclaim in our ears, Cease ye from man, whose breathis
in fus nou‘uls Jor whercin is he to be accounted of ?

Blessed Lord Jesus! let every renewed view of man’s nothingness,
and of thy all-sufficiency, tend yet more and more to endear thee
to'my heart. Truly, Lord, I see that in vain is salvation looked for
from the hills, or from the multitude of mountains. It is thou, and
thou alone, O Lord, in thy blood and righteousness, that art the salva-
tion of Israel. Do thou, blessed Jesus, as this chapter graciously sets
forth, enable me, at all times, to pass by all other considerations,
and get above all fears, and pass over to thee the strong hold of ail
thy redeemed. In thy Zion, thy Church, thou art, and ever will be, a
w all of fire round about ; and the furnace in Jerusalem, both for try-
ing and purifying thy people Lord! purify my soul among the sous
of Levi, and let all my poor offerings be in thee, and by thee, that I
may offer to the Lord an offering in thy righteousness.

-

CIHHAP. XXXIL
CONTENTS.

The prophet is soarig high in this chapter, and looking far into the
blessed things to be brought to pass in gospel times. Under the reign of
L/n ist’s kangdom, he foretelleth the glorwus events of it !

EHOLD, a king shall reign in righteousness,
and princes shall rule 1nJud<fmem.

2 And a man shall be as an hiding place from

the wind,and a covert from the tempeat asrivers

of water in a dry place, as the shadow of a great

rock in a weary land.

In some of our old Bibles, the reading is rendered more strong,
by defining the person to whom this refers. Behold the king. What
king? Surely him whom Jehovah himself saith, he hath set upon
his koly hill of Zion, Psalm, ii, 6, And the same copies read, and that
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man? What man? Surely he that is to reign in righteousness when
the man that is God’s fellow, Zech. xiii. 7. We sadly enervate serip-
ture, when we mix up human things with divine. Some have sup-
posed that this scripture is a prophecy concerning the reiga of the
good king Hezekiali; but how then could this be a prophecy, when
it was delivered at the very time of Hezekiah’s reign? Was it need-
ful to tell the people by propliecy, of the gooduess of a reign, when
they wereenjoying it? Moreover, those who funcy it hath the smallest
atlusion to Hezckial, should shew the fultilment of it. So far was
the reign of Bezekiah from being a fence and a secarity to the people,
that the'poor man himse’ifvaas thrown info a terrible frivht when the
enemy camge up to invade bis land, chap. xxxvii. 1. Anu add to all
these considerations, it must Le confessed, that atter all that can lLe
said of the worth aud gooduess of Hezehiah, never could such things
be said ef him, nor indeed of any one amoung the fallen sous of me]z,
as.are here said of that king, whose reign was to be in righteous-
ness, 1 hope 1 shall be forgiven if 1 err, but I cannot but conclude,
that all the blessed events which are here spoken of, are wholly to be
fooked for under him, and his auspicious reign of grace in the hemts
of Lis people, whose name is the LORD OUR RIGHTEGUSNESS;
Jervem. xxiih. 5, 0. Zech. ix. 9. Psaliu, xlv. 1—~06. And if we wholly
set aside all thoughts of Hezekiah, and view JESUS, then we shall
enter by faith, and under the lcadings and teachings. of the Holy
Ghost, whose ofice it is to glorify the Lord Jesus, into a sweet enjoy-
ment of what is said in this precious chapter. Then we shall sce
that this righteous King, {i:is boly Man, is reigning indeed now, in
the present hour, and his reign of grace is come. In his spiritual king-
dom, he is a refuge against all the wind of spiritual temptations, perse-
cutions, afflictions, and the like. And he is noless a fountain of waters,
and streams from Lebanon, in the consolations of his Holy Spirit
" amidst all the dry and thirsty frames of his redeemed. Song, iv. 15.
Psalm, xlvi. 4. John, vil, 37—39.

3 And the eyes of them that see shall not be
“dim, and the ears of them that hear shall hearken.

4 'The heart also of the rash shall understand
knowledge, and the tongue of the stammerers shall
be ready to speak plainly.

5 'The vile person shall be no more called libe- -
ral, nor the churl said 70 be bountiful:

6 For the vile person will speak villany, and his
heart will work iniquity, to practise hypocrisy,
and to utter error against the Lorp, to make
empty the soul of the hungry, and he will cause
tiwe dvink of the thirsty to fail.

7 The instruments also of the churl are evil: he

. ~
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deviseth wicked devices to deaﬁ*oy the pbor with
lying words, even when the needy speaketh right.
8 But the liberal deviseth liberal things: and

by liberal things shall he stand.
It “would enlarge this Commenfary to an extent indeed, were
1 to analyze the several verses here brought together, and say -
the half of what might be said in the paraphrase upen them. But all
the hlessed effects here spoken of, may be well supposed to resultfrom’ -
the Redeemer’s kingdom in the hearts of his people, when Jesus reigns®
and rules there, the Lord over every passion. Reader! what I would
particularly desire you to do while reading these verses, is the same
conduct as I pray for grace to observe in my own instance, 1 mean, to
ask and inquire whether our eyes be no longer dim; if our ears be
" hearkening; and if, with heart and tongue, we are blessing him who
reigneth in righteousness ? For if we truly belong to his kingdom, then
hath he opened our eyes, and unstopped our ears, and formed both
our hearts and tongues to speak to his praise. See what the prophet
said was to mark the zra of his reign, Isaiah, xxxv. 4—6; then turn
‘to the gospel in proof of it, Matt. xi. 5; and then once more look
within, and mark well if there be a suitable correspondence there !

" 9 9 Rise up, ye women that are at ease; hear
smy voice, ye careless daughters ; give ear unto my-
speech.

10 Many days and years shall ye be troubled,
ye careless women : for the vintage shall fail, the
gathering shall not come.

11 Tremble, ye women that are at ease; be
troubled, ye careless ones : strip you, and make
you bare, and gird sackcloth upon your loins. -

12 They shall lament for the teats, for the plea-

~sant fields, for the fruitful vine.

13 Upon the land of my people shall come up
thorns and briers; yea, upon all the houses of joy
in the joyous city :

14 Because the palaces shall be forsaken; the
multitude of the city shall be left ; the forts and -
towers shall be for dens for ever, a joy of wild
“asses, a pasture of flocks ;

15 Until the spirit be poured upon us from
on high, and the wilderness be a fruitful field, and

the fraitful field be counted for a forest.

16 Then judgment shall dwell in the wilderness,

and righteousncess remain in the fruitful field.
Vou, V, - " 3 B
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17 And the work of righteousness shall be peace ;
. and the effect of righteousness quietness and as-
surance for ever. ' '
18 And my people shall dwell in a peaceable
habitation, and in sure dwellings; and in quiet
resting places ;

19 When it shall hail, coming down on the

forest ; and the city shall be low in a low place.
20 Blessed are ye that sow beside all waters,
that send forth thither the feet of the ox and the

ass. .
T include the whole of these blessed verses under one reading, for
the sake of shoriness. How very gracious is this call to all careless
and inconsiderate persons; and how strikingly doth the Prophet set
forth the awful judgments which must fall upon those, that slight
- the invitation to mercy; while, at the same time, he sets forth the
security and happiness of those that accept it. “Reader! the Lord
grant, if consistent with his mind and will, that you and I may be ameny
the number of those; the Prophet pronounceth blessed, from sitting
round those rich waters of grace, beside which the great Shepherd of

Israel feeds his sheep?
B
REFLECTIONS.

Haiw! thou King of righteousness! whom Jehovah hath set for his
own King in Zien! Let my soul trace thee, and feast on thy glories,
while I behold thee on thine holy hill! Truly, Lord, by thine own
right, as one with the Father and the Holy Ghost, thou art Jehovah,
Lord of all! But let me view thee in that softened and endeared
light, as Christ the Mediator, King of kings, and Lord of lords. For
here, Lord, I behold thee as possessing all power, in heaven and on
earth. And in the special government of thy spiritual kingdom, let me
behold the righteousness, judgient, and peaceableness of it. Al-
mighty Sovereign of thy people, do thou take to thyself thy great
power, and reign and rule in the hearts of all thy subjects. Surely,
Lord, it belongs to thee, for the kingdom is thine, by gift, and by
purchase ; by conquest, and by surrender, to order, arrange, appoint,
and regulate all the administration of it. And surely it is no less thy.
sole prerogative, to bring down all thine enemies under thy feet. To
thee it belongs to pardon the penitent, to bc bountiful to the needy, to
comfort the distressed, and to hold forth the sceptre of mercy to the
guilty. Yea, Lord, all grace is thine in thy kingdom here; and the
glory will be thine, in thy kingdom for ever. Oh! Lord Jesus! be
thou all, and more than all, that this sweet scripture represents thee;
an hiding place from the wind, and a covert from the tempest. Let
thy people, as thou hast said, duwell in peaceable habilations: yea, Lord,
let them dwell in tliee, and then the work of thy righteousness will be
peace, and the effect of thy righteousness will be quielnoss and assur-
@nce for ever. Amen,
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CHAP. XXXIIIL

CONTENTS.

This Clmpler contains a mingled subject of divine judgment and
divine mercies. The enemics of God and his Church are threatened,
and his people comforted.

OE to thee that spoilest, and thou wast not
spoiled; and dealest treacherously, and

they dealt not treacherously with thee! when
thou shalt cease to spoil, thou shalt be spoiled;
and when thou shalt make an end to deal treache-~

rously, they shall deal treacherously with thee.

If this denunciation be directed, as it should seem to be, being per-
sonal, to any particular character or nation, the Asgsyrian must be
the one evidently intended. In proof, let the Reader consult ¢ Kings,
xviil. 11. and xix, 35, 36. And for the full ruin, See Dan. iv, 28, to
the end.

2 O Lorp, be gracious unto us; we have
waited for thee: be thou their arm ever y morning

our salvation also in the time of trouble.

What a sweet, though short prayer! And if it refers to the former
history of the invasion of Samaria, by the king of Assyria, how speedily
was it answered.

3 At the noise of the tumult the people fled;
at the lifting up of thyself the nations were scat-
tered.

4 And your spoil shall be gathered Zke the ga-
thering of the caterpillar: as S the running to and\
ho of Tocusts shall he run upon them.

5 The Lorp is exalted: for he dwelleth on
high: he hath filled Zion with judgment and
rlghteousness

6 And wisdom and knowledge shall be the
stability of thy times, and stremth of salvation:
the fear of the Lor s his treasure.

7 Bebold, their valiant ones shall cry without ;
the ambassadors of peace shall weep bitterly.

8 The highways lie waste, the way-fari ing man
ceaseth : he hath” broken the covenant, he hath
despised the cities, he regardeth no man.

3B 2
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9 The earth mourneth and languisheth: Leba-
non is ashamed and hewn down: Sharon is like a
wilderness : and Bashan and Carmel shake off
their fruits.

10 Now will I rise, salth the Lozrp; now will
I be exalted ; now will I lift up myself.

11 Ye shall coticeive chaff, ye shall bring forth
stubble: your breath, as fire, shall devour you.

12 And the people shall be as the burnings of
lime: «s thorns cut up shall they be burned in the
fire.

If the Prophet be here speaking of general things, the whole will be
suited to all times, in the Church. Gods falthfulness is the same:
the efficacy of Christ’s blood and righteousuess, the same: and the
blessed effect of both, the same, ou the minds of the people. When

. Jehovah ariseth in grace upon the hearts of his redeemed, how is he
* exalted in glory to their view !

13 § Hear, ye that are far off, what I have

done; and, ye that are near, acknowledge my

might.

14 The sinners in Zion are afraid ; fearfulness
hath surprised the hypocrites. Who among us
shall dwell with the devouring fire? who among
us shall dwell with everlasting burnings?

If temporal judgments, like those ‘vsii(,ll God v\rourvht upon the
Assyrian army, had sueh effect upen the sinners in ZIOI], what will
be the terror and dismay of transgressors, in the prospect of the ever-
lasting judgments of God? And, Reader, do not fail to remark, that
these things are here said, not of sinuers in general, but Ziouw’s sinners
more especially; the Christ- despising sinners, who count the blood of
the covenant an unholy thing. Jerem xii. 5. Heb.x. 20,

15 He that walketh-righteously, and speaketh
upxlohtly, he that desplseth the gain of oppres-
sions, that shaketh his hands from holding of
brides, that stoppeth his cars from hearuw of
blood, and shutteth his eyes {rom seeing evil ;

16 He shall dwell on high his pldce of defence
shall be the munitions of rocks: bread shall be
given him: his water shall be sure, ‘

17 Thine eyes shall see the king in his beauty :
they shall behold the land that is very far off.
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tht a string of rich promises are here, like so many pearls for the
believer’s neck ! What is it to walk righteously, but to walk in Christ,
and with Christ? Coloss. 1. 0. And what is it to despise the gain 0f
oppressions and the like, but, under the sweet influences of grace, to
live as becometh the gospel of Chiist: to pul of lhe old man
which is corrupt, end to put on the mew man, which after God is
created i righleousness cnd true holiness?  See the portrait at the
full, Ephes. iv. 21—25.  And what wiil be the consequence of this life
of faith? He shall dwell on higl ; in Jesos out of the reach of danger.
Being one with Chiist, e is saved in Christ.  No arrow from the shaft
of the enemy shall touch him. No weapon formed against*him shall
prosper. But these blessings are not all.  His plice of defence shail
be the munitions of rocks. He shall be hid out of sighi, out of reach,
out of danger, in times of general calamities, when (he sinners in Zion
are afraid. And though in rocks, and retired corners, yet his bread
shall be given him, and his waters shall be sure. Precious promises !
And as full and sure, in spmtua. things, to the people of God, as in ten-
porals. For though hid from men, bis eyes shall see Jesus in his beauty.
Aud he will be to him both the bread of fife and the water of life: all
he needs in time, and all his blessedness'to all eteruity. John, vi. 35.

18 Thine heart shall meditate terror, Where is
the scribe? where a5 the receiver? where s he
that counted the towers.

19 Thou shalt not see a fierce people, a people
of deeper speech than thou canst perceive; ofa
stammering tongue, that thou canst not understand.

20 Look upon Zion, the city of our solemnities ;
thine eyes shall see Jerusalem, a quiet habitation,
a tabernacle that shall not be taken down; not
one of the stakes thereof shall ever be removed,
neither shall any of the chords thereof be broken.

21 Baut there the glorious Lorp wil/ be unto us
a place of broad rivers and streains; wherein shall
go no gailey with oars, neither shall gallant .shxp
pass thereby.

22 For the Lorp i our judge, the Lorbp i our
law-giver, the Lorp 2 our king, ke will save us.

123 Thy tacklings are loosed they could not
‘weil strengthen their mast, they could not spread
the sail : then is the prey of a great spotl divided;
the lame take the prey.

24 And the inhabitants shall not.say, T am sick:
the people that dwell therein shall be forgiven their
iniquity. .
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These precious things are said, to carry off the minds of the people
from the terrors of the approaching captivity, to the prospect of gospel
times, which should be accomplished by the coming of the Lord Jesus
"Chirist. The Assyrians, and those which would lead Israel into bondage,
would be a fierce people, and of a language the Hebrews could not
understand : But, saith the Lord, let Zion be comforted in the pros-
pect of his cominug, whose advent shall be in righteousness, and who
bringeth salvation for ever! Oh! how truly blessed is it 10 read those
rich promises, with an eye to Jesus! And now we who live in gospel-
times have seen them accomplished; what. unspeakable mercies have
they all found, who bave truly found them in Jesus, and Jesus in them!
In him and his complete salvation, we are indeed come to that blessed
elimate, where sickness, sorrew, and death, in the ﬁl.l"c\l consequences of
it, are done away; and we hear him, in his glorious character, pro-
claimed, JEHOVAH ROPHE, I am the Lord that healeth thee,
Exod. xv. 26. .

e S e
REFLECTIONS.

BLESSED Lord! I woujd pass by all other reflections, profitable as
they night otherwise be, if I had not thee in view, to look at my Lord
Jesus, under some of those most sweet and precious revelations which
thy servant the Prophet has given of thee in this chapter. Here I see
thee, Lord, the true, the lawful king in Zion! Here I behold thee,
the glorious Lord in the midst of thy people! Yes, blessed Jesus,
thou wilt be indeed, and thou hast been in all ages, a »face of broad
vivers and streams. For what though thy Church, like Jerusalem
of old, hath no navigable seas, nor gallant ships, nor froutiers of her
own, to keep her from the conumon foe; yet if Jesus, in his own person
be all these, and more, who shall attack, or dare approach to hurt?
What proud galley with oars shail row to the hurt of thine anointed,
while Jesus is himself the broad river, and streaws of waters? Oh!
precious Lord ! how eternally secure mwust they be, who have a God
in Christ for their judge; a God in Christ for their lawgiver; and a
God in Christ for their king! Take me, dear Lord, under thy protec-
tion, and be thou to me, Jesus: for then I shall no longer say, I am
sick, when thou hast forgiven, and taken away all iniquity, and cast
all my sins into the depths of the sea!

CHAP. XXXIV.

CONTENTS.

Tn this chapter we have the Lord’s judgments declared, which shall
Jmally and fully toke place on all out of Christ. Explained and illus-
trated by the gospel standard, ‘it becomes the same, as all the sacred
writers of 'the New Testament declare, concerning the final judgments of
God.

OME near, ye nations, to hear ; and hearken,
ve people : let the earth hear, and all that is
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therein; the world, and all things that come forth
of it. ‘

2 For the indignation of the Lorp zs upon all
nations, and /s fmy upon all their armies: he
hath utterly destroyed them, he hath delivered
them to the slaughter.

3 Their slain also shall be cast out, and their
stink shall come up out of their carcases, and the
mountains shall be melted with their blood.

4 Andall the hosts of heavenshall be disselved,
and the heavens shall be rolled togetheras a scroll:
and all their host shall fall down, as the leaf fall-"
eth off from the vine, and as a falling fig from the
fig-tree

Thc manner in which the Lord, by his servant the Prophet, opens
this chapter, is very striking, and not unsimilar to other places on the
same subject.” When the Lord speaks, well may man hear; Ezek.
ix. 1. Micah, vi. 2. It is only for the Reader to turn to those scrip-

tures, to discover, how both’ prophets and apostles agree in this same .
thing ; 2 Peter, iii. 10. Matthew, xxiv. 29, 30. Rev. vi, 12—14.

5 For my sword shall be bathed in heaven: be-
hold, it shall come down upon Idumea, and upon
the people of my curse, to judgment.

6 The sword of the Lorp is filled with blood
it is made fat with fatuess, and with the blood of
lambs and goats, with the fat of the kidneys of
rams : for the Lorp hath a sacrifice in Bozrah,
and a great slaughter in the land of Idumea.

7 And the unicorns shall come down with
them, and the bullocks with the bulls; and their
land shall be soaked with blood, and their dust
made fat with fatness.

8 For #¢ us the day of the Lorp’s vengeance,

and the year of recompences for the controversy
of Zion.

I pass over the several particulars in thesc verses, which mean one
and the same thing, of God’s judgments, differently set forth, to call
the Reader’s attention to that striking one folded up in them of the
Lord’s sacrifice mn Bozrah. 1s there not in this an allusion to the same
person and sacrifice, as the prophet in a vision relates (o us in the sixty-
third chapter? I beg the Reader to turn to it, and pause over the sube
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jeet.  Who but Christ, is the sacrifice of Jehovah? Who but Christ was
seen coming from Bozrab, i his dyed garnients of bleod? And was
not this the day of vengeance, and Hce year of the Lovd's redeemed ?

0 And the streams thereof shall be turned into
pitch, and the dust thereof into brimstone, and
‘the land rhereof shall become burning pitch.

10 It shall not be gnenched night nor day ; the
smoke thereof shall go up for ever: from genera-
tion to generation 1t shall Ite waste; none shall
pass thmw*h it for ever and cver.

11 9. But the cormorant and the bittern shall
possess it ; the owlalso and the raven shall dwell
mit: and be shiall streten out upon it the line of
confusion, aud the stones of emptiness.

12 They shall call the nobles thereof to the
kingdom, but none s]zaZlbe there, and all her princes
shall be nothing..

13 And thorns shall come up in her palaces,
pettles and brambles in the fortresses thereof:
and it shall bean habitation of d1at>"ons ana’a court
for owls.

14 The wild beasts of the desert shall also meet
with the wild beasts of the island, and the satyr
shall cry to his fellow; the screech owl also shall
rest there, and find for herself a place of rest.

15 There shali the great owl make her nest,
and lay, and hatebh, and gather under her shadow :
“'there shall the vultures also be gathered, every

one with her mate.

If we read these scriptures through the medium of the gospel, and
drop the similitudes in the realities, we shall find an exact description of
the human heart, void of grace; and the dreadful condition of all
such as live and die in an unregenerate state,

16 9 Seek yeout of the book of the Lorp, and
read : no one of these shall fail, none shall want
-her mate: for my mouth. it hath commanded, and
his spirit it hath gathered them.

17 And he hath cast the lot for them, and his
hand hath divided it unto them by line: they
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-

shall possess it for ever, from generstion to gene=-

ration shall they dwell therein. . \

Here the Lord seems to iefer to the prediction, when the fulfilment -
arrives. As if the Lord had said, < Let such as beliold the desolations
here spoken of, loek back, »nd mark bow [ predicted them, and uow
faithfully my word is accomplished.” It is a salemn truth, though but
seldom regarded as it ought, that.the very name of JEHOvAH
ALOHEIM, (God in covenunt ) unniies, that vhe Lord is, and wiil he,
equally true to his threatenings, as to his promises: for all shall prove
hiw the faithful God; Deat. vii. 9, 10.

e R R
REFLECTIONS.

READER! here is a very solenm chapter, full of awful threateningss
from beginping to end. And, as we read what is here said, may we
not, though from the mouth of ore, who whii- professing a kuowledge
of God, in works denied him, take vp the ssme language, aud say as
he did, God is wo¢ o man, that he should lic, neither the Son of man

“that he should repent: kath he said, and shall he not do it? or hath
he spoken, and shall he not make it good?

Almighty Lord ! may my soul lie low in the dust before thy divive
majesty. And although locking up with humble hopes of acceptance
in, and through the person, blvod, and righteousness of thy dear Son;
yet, Lord, my very flesh trembleth when I, think of thy judgments,
Thou hast said, and sure it must be accomplished, thou wilt he a swif€
wilness. And oh! how exact, how unanswerably true, must be thy testi-
mony! Not one action can be unknown to thee; not a thought escape
1hy notice. Oh! ye sons of men! thiuk, ere it be too late, how tre-
mendous will be the judgment of all that slight or despise the only pos.
sible means of escaping the wrath to come. What everlasting paleness,
dread, and horror, will be upon all faces who have rejected *Christ, the
one only ordinance of Jechovah for salvation! Kiss the Son, lest he be
angry, and ye perish from the way, when his wrath is kandled but a little
Blessed are all they that put their trust in him.

CHAP. - XXXV.

CONTENTS.

This chapter is as full of blessed promises fo God's church, as the
Sormer was full of threatenings to God’s enemies. Under the richest
simditudes, s set forth the auspicions @ra of Christ’s reign: every verse
in it is full of gospel. :

HY. wilderness and the solitary place shall be

glad for them; and the desert shall rejoice,

and blossom as the rose.
2 It shall blossom abundantly, and rejoice even

with joy and singing: the glory of Lebanon shall
Voir. V. 3C
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be given unto it, the excellency of Carmel and
Sharon, they shall see the glory of the Lorp, and

the excellency of our God.

Under the figure of a barren land, and a wilderness, is set forth
the ruined state of man’s nature by the fall; than which, nothing can
be more forlorn. The prophet represents it as most desolate. But
by the coming of Christ, who ariseth as the sun, with healing in his
wings, fruitfulness, gladness, and joy, take place of the barrenness and
poverty. The Hebrew expression is very strong, it shall flourishing
Sourish, or biossoming biossom. 1 do not presume to say so, and speak
decidedly upon the passage, but I humbly conceive, that a_flourishing
Jlourish means ¢ the graces of the Church shall be so much in Christ, and-:
from Christ, in the union and oneness between him and his people,
that the blossomin® blossom will be l!llC(,dsh!’ly kept up, and remain
alive in him, as the branch in the vine” And if the Hebrew expression
be supposed to imply this, the Reader will observe, that there is more
in it, than in all the mo-t flourishing circumstances of a church or
;eople, where the source and cause is not from within in Jesus, but from
without, from any other auspicious circumstances. Colos. iil. '3, 4.
John, xv. 4, 5. 1 only detain the Reader to remark, with what holy
Jjoy ought we of the Gentile Church, to read this blessed. scripture, which
hath a peculiar reference to the poor wilderness state of the heathen
world ! Song, viii. 5. Acts, xi. 18.

3 9 Strengthen ye the weak hands, and confirm
the feeble knees.

4 Say to them that are of a fearful heart, Be
strong, fear not; behold, your God will come |
with vengeance, cven God with a recompence: he.
will come and save you.

5 Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened,
and the ears of the deaf shall be unstopped.

6 Then shall the lame man leap as an hart, and
the tongue of the dumb sing ; for in the wilder-
ness shall waters break out, and streams in the

desert.

How delightfully the prophet prePcheth consolation to the Old Tes-
tament saints, in the prospect of their coming Saviour! This was the
one source of holy joy, to which the hely mea of old were uniformly
directed, when at any time exercises arose. He that was to come
became the running verse of the faithful's soug. Matt. xi. 2, 3. Luke,
ii. 25-——32.. And under the New Testament dispensation, what is it but
the same, to give st.ength to the hands that hang down, in the assu-
rance that he that is to come brings with him the credentials of his
coraission, in performing the mighty miracles here described, as
should be accomplished; Matt. xi1. 5. Mark, vii. 32. I pray the
R eader not to overlock the glories of his person, of whom these things
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are said, aud in the power of his Godhead, by whom they were to
be wreught! And with these impressions upon his mind, let him turn
to the gospel, and see Jesus, the Lord of life and glory, accomplishing
wonders, in nature and grace, both on the bodies and souls of his
people!

7 And the parcned ground shall become a pool,
and the thirsty land springs of water: in the ha-
bitation of dragons, where cach lay, shall be grass
with reeds and rushes.

8 Andan highway shall be there, and a way,
and it shall be called, The way of holiness; the
unclean shall not pass over it: but it shal/ be for
those : the wayfaring men, though fools, shall not
err therein.

9 No lion shall be there, nor any ravenous beast
shall go up thereon, it shall not be found there :
but the redeemed shall walk #here :

10 And the ransomed of the Lorp shall return,:
and come to Zion with songs and everlasting joy
upon their heads ; they shall_obtain joy and 01ad-

ness, and sorrow and sighing shall flee away.

See how the blessings of redemption, in the gifts of the Holy Ghost,
are heautifully set forth, under the simititnde of rivers and streams of
water. And when thdt Holy Spirit came down, agreeably to our
Lord’s own blessed promise, on the day of Pentecost; and ever since,
when he comes down on the souls of his people, is not the Spirit
poured out from on high, which makes every plant in the garden
of Jesus to flourish? What is that river, the streams whereof make
glad the city of God, but God in his threefold character of persons;
Father, Son, and lloly Ghost; from whom, as from an ocean, all the
streams of spiritual life, grace, comfort, and consolation, flow? I pray
the Reader to consult some of the numberless scriptures where these
truths abound; Psalm, xlvi. 4. John, vi. 37—39. Isaiah, Iv. 1,
John, iv. 10—14. Rev. xxii, 1, 2, Reader! do not fail 'to remark
Low full of blessings this chaptel is, in promises to the redeemed.
The close of the chapter forms indeed a short, but compreheusxve
description of the safety and felicity of the Church, until grace is
consummated i glory. There shall be a way for the redeemed to
come; and this shall be au Aighway; a way not to be mistaken: in
which there shall be no lion nor ravenous beast. Every redeemed
soul shall travel it; the unclean sball not pass it; but the wayfaring
man shall not err in-finding it, however weak in other things his under-
standing may be. And the whole ransomed shall pass it, and sing the
song of redemption, with everlasting Jjoy, when sorrow and sighing is
done away for ever. And who doth not see in all this, the whole out-
lines of redemption plainly marked? Jesus is the way, and the truthy

) 3 C2
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and the life.  And as none cometh to the Father but by him; so all

and every one that doth come, he wnil in no wise cast out, Johyn, -
xiv. 6.-and vi. 37. And Jesus is the highway, and the way of holi-

ness ; for the holiness of hi. redeemed is in him, and by bim.  Aud

what is an highway, but a way open to travellers?  Every poor tra- |
veller to Zion can go no other way; neitler will the king of it. even ',
Jesus, suffer such as are azking the way to Zion, with their faces thi-
therward, to err in the way. Saw ye Lim whom my soul loveth? They
shall hear a voice behind them, saying, Fhis is the woy, walk ye mn it,
when ye turn to the right hand and when ye turn to the left. Neither
shail that roving lion, the devil, overcome, nor even exercise the tra-
vellers in this way unnecessarily. Jesus hath conquered hiim for them;
and will finaily conquer bim in there.  One perpetual song belongs to
the redeemed; and, suith this scripture. they shall sing it in their
coming and return. Reader, by way of confirmation, turs to those
scriptures, Jerem. 1. 4, 5. Song, iii. 3. Isaiali, xxx. 21, 1 Cor. x. 13.

* Rev. vil, 9 to the end.

D — ¥ ]
REFLECTIONS.

READER! was there ever a sweeter scripture of deseription, cona
cersing the blessings of Jesus and his salvation, than whai this chap-
ter affords?” Rebold how the mind of Jehovas Gath been oceupied
“from everlasting, snd in all ages, to cowfort his Church in the pros-
peet of the comung Saviour? Think of the iufinite love of Jehoval,
iu not only providing redemption, and in sich a way; but also in
preparing the minds of his redeemed for the full enjoyment of it, whea
the Son of God should come. Under these impressions, ook into the
gospel, and behold how minutely every feature of the Lord Jesus care
responded to tlie prophet’s prediction. And then, above all, as it
concerns your owi eveilasting welfare, look narrowly, whether all
the blessings hLere spoken of in Jesus, and by Jesus, be iudeed your
portion, My brother! do, I beseech you, bring home the general
mercies of redemption o your own personal and particular state and
circumnstances. Hath the wilderness of your own fallen state by nature,
been made by grace to blossom as a rose? In the dry parched soil of
your own corrupt heart, hath the Holy Ghost been poured out by his
regenerating ufluences, and made the streams of his renewing fruitful-
ness to abound? Have your blind eyes been opened, and your deaf
ears unstopped? Healed by Jesus, is your lameness done away, so
that in his name and righteousncss you can, and do now leap as an
hart; and your tongue, that was once dumb, can, and doth speak of
his salvation plainly?

- Oh! ye chief of sinners! who are blind, and ignorant of the way
of righteousvess, behoid Jesus is the way, and the highway, iu which
none that are found wzlking shall ever err! Oh! ye who have spent
your strength for nought, and your labour for that which satisfieth
not, hearken diligently to the Prophet’s call. He is commanded to say
to them that are of a fearful heart, Be strong; behold your God shall
come and save you! Precious Lord Jesus! do thou come and save,
come and bless, come and guide thy redeemed home to thy Zion which
is above! Help all-thy redeemed to sing now the song of redemp-
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tion, i this house of our pilgrimage : and ere long to sing it for ever
before thy threne of glory, in the house not made with hands, eternal
in the fre vens.  Amen.

CHAP. XXXVIL
CONTENTS.

Tu this, and the three following chapters, the prophet is relating somes
whai of the history of the Church, and not delwering a prophecy. He
relates in this chapter, the descent of the hing of Assyria upon Judah; and

dielis largely upon the arrogant blasphemy q}‘ his general, Rabshakeh.

N OW it came to pass in the fourteenth year of
king Hezekiah, that Sennacherib king of
Assyria came up against all the defenced cities
of Judah, and tock them.

2 Anlthe king of Assyria sent Rabshakeh from
Lachish to Jerusalem unto king Hezekiah with a
great army.  And ne stood bv the conduit of the
upper pool in the highway of the fuller’s field.

3 'Then came forth unto him Eliakim, Helkiah’s
son, which was over the house, and Shebna the
scribe, and Joah, Asaph’s son the recorder.

4 9 Aud Rabshakeh said unto them, Say y
now to Hezekiah, Thus saith the great king, the
king of Assyria, What confidence s this whercin
thou trustest?

5 1 say, sayest thou (but they are but vain words)
I have counsel and strength for war ; now onwhom
dost thou trust, that thou rebellest against me ?

6 Lo, thou trusteth in the staff of this broken
reed, on Egypt; whereon if a man lean, it will ¢
 into his hand, and pierce it: so zs Pharaoh kmrr

of Egypt to all that trust in him.

7 But if thou say to me, We trust in the Lorp
our God; s ¢ not he, whose high places and
whose altars Hezekiah bath taken away, and said
to Judah and to Jerusalem, Ye shall worship be-

- fore this altar?

8 Now therefore give pledges, I pray thee, to

my master the king of Assyria, and I will give
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thee two thousand horses, if thou be able cn thy
part to set riders upon them,

9 How then wilt thou turn away the face of
one captain of the least of my master's servants,
and put thy trust on Egypt for ehariots and for
horsemen ? '

10 And am I now come up without the Lorp
against this land to destroy it? the Lorp said un-
to me, Go up against this land, and destroy it.

11 9 Then said Eliakim and Sheboa and Joah
unto Rabshakel, Speak, I pray thee, unto thy ser-
vants in the Syrian language; for we understand 2
and speak not to us in the Jews’ language, in the
ears of the people that are on the wall.

12 § Bat Rabshakeh said, Hath my master
sent’ me to thy master and to thee to speak these
words ? hath he not sent me to the men that situpon
the wall, that they may eat their own dung, and
drink their own piss with you,

13 Then Rabshakeh stood, and cried with a
loud voice in the Jews’ language, and said, Hear
ye the words of the great king, the king of As-
syria. :

14 Thus saith the king, Let not- Ilezckiah
deceive you, for he shall no: be able to deliver

ou. \

15 Neither let Hezekiah make you trust in the
Lorp, saying, The Lorp will surely deliver us:
this city shall not be delivered into the hand of
the king of Assyria.

16 Hearken not to Hezekiah: for thus saith
the king of Assyria, Make an agrcement with me
by a present, and come -out to me: and eat ye
every one of his vine, and every one of his fig-tree,
and drink ye every one the waters of his own cis-
tern; , ,

17 Until I come and take you away to a land
like your own land, a land of cornand wine, a land
of bread and vineyards. -

N
s
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18 Beware lest Hezekiah persuade you, say ng,
The Lorp will deliver us.  Hath any of the (rods
of the nations delivered his land out of the hand
of the king of Assyria.

19 Whereare the gods of Hamath and Arphad?
where are the gods of Sepharvmnﬁ and have they
delivered Samaria out of my hand?

20 Who are they among all the gods of these
lands, that have delivered their land out of my
band, that the Lorp should deliver Jerusalem out
of my hand?,

21 But they held their peace, and answered
lnm not a word: for the king’s commandment
was, saying, Answer him not.

22 € Then came Eliakim, the son of Hilkial,
that was over the household, and Shebna the
scribe, and Joah, the son of Asaph, the recorder,
to Hezekiah with zheir clothes rent, and told him

the words of Rabshakeh.

As the great object of this Commentary is to bring the scriptures
in a way of explanation to the humblest capacities, and at the same
time to suit the scantiest pockets; 1 think 1t unnecessary to say more
on this chapter, than to niake reference to what hath_been already
offered on this same history, in the Poor Man’s Commwtarv, on the
Second Book of the Kings. If the Reader will consult what was said
on the 18th, 19th, and 20th Chapters of the Kings, he will find what *
1 hope the Lord will bless to his perusal; to that scripture, therefore,
and the observations upon it, I refer him: 1 only beg him to remark the
importance of the scripture itself, as a history, in the Church of God,
which cannot be more evident than from this one circumstunce, that God
the Holy Ghost hath caused it to be twice recorded. My motive for
passing it over here, without further observations, I hope the Reader
will not mistake ; it is to avoid unnecessary repetitions, aund rather to
lead to the seeking of divine teaching. May the Lord, again and again,
bless the perusal of it, both to Writer and Reader, to the divine siory,
aud to our furtherance in salvation.

CHAPTERS 37, 38, 3.

AND it came to pass, when king Ilezekialy
heard ¢, that he rent his clothes, and covered
himself with sackcioth, and went into the house
of the Lorb.
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2 And he sent Elakim, who was over the
household, and Shebna the scribe, the elders of-
the priests covered with sackcloth, unto Isaiah
the prophet the son of Amoz.

8 And they said unto him, Thus saith Heze-
kiah, This day s a day of trouble, and of rebuke,
and of blasphemy: for the children are come to
the birth, and there is not strength to bring forth..

4 It may be the Lorp thy "God will hear the
words of Rabshakeh, whom the king of Assyriahis
~master hath sent to reproach the lmnd God, and
will reprove the words which the LorD thy God
hath heard: wherefore lift up thy prayer for the
remnant that is left. ‘

5 So the servants of king Hezekiah came to
Isaiah. _

6 9§ And Isaiah said unto them, Thus shall ye
say unto your master, Thussaith the Lorp, Be not
afraid of the words that thou bhast heard, where-
‘with the servants of the king of Assyria have blas-
phemed me.

7 Behold, T will send a blast upon him, and he
shall hear a rumour, and return to his own land ;

» and [ will cause himto fall by the sword in his
own land.

8 9] So Rabshakeh returned, and found the king

of Assyria warring against Libnah: for he had
heard that he was departed from Lachish.
, 9 And he heard say concerning Tirhakah king
of Ethiopia, e is come forth to make war with
thee. And when he heard i, he sent messengers
to Hezekiah, saying,

10 Thus shall ye speak to Hezeklah king of
Judah, saying, Let not thy God, in whom thou
trustest, deceive thee, saying, Jerusalem shall not
be given into the hand of the king of Assyria.

11 Behold, thou hast heard what the kmds of
Assyria have done to all lands by destroying them
utterly ; and they shal{fbe delivered ?
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12 Have the gods of the nations delivered them
which my fathers have destroyed, as Gozan, and
Haran, and Rezeph, and the children of Eden
which were in Telassar?

13 Where zs the king of Hamath, and the king
of Arphad, and the ng of the city of Sepharvaim,
Hena, and Ivah?

14 And Hezekiah received the letter from the
hand of the messengers, and read it: and Heze~
Kiah went up unto ‘the house of the LOBD, and
spread it before the Lozb.

15 And Hezekiah prayed unto the LORD say-
ing,

16 O Lorbp of hosts, God of Tsrael, that dwell-
est between the cherubims, thou art the God, even
thou alone, of all the kingdoms of the earth: thou
hast made heaven and earth., ‘

17 Incline thine ear, O Lorp, and hear; open
thine eyes, O Lorp, and sce: and hear all the
words of ‘Sennacherib, which hathsent to reproach
the living God.

18 Of a truth, Lorp, the kings of Assyria
have laid wast all the nations, and thelr countries.

19 And have cast their 0‘ods into the ﬁle for
- they were no gods, but the work of men’s hands,
wood and stone therefore they have destxoyed
them.

20 Now therefore, O Lorp our God, save us
from his haud, that all the kingdoms of the earth
may know that thou art the LorDp, even thou
only.

21 Then Isaiah the son of Amoz sent unto

Hezekiah, saying, Thus saith the Loxp God of

Israel, Whereas thou hast prayed to me against
Sennacherib king of Assyria:

22 This is the word which the Lorp hath
spoken concerning him ; The virgin, the daughter

of Zion, hath desplsed thee, and laughed thee to
VOL V. 3D .



386 ISATAH. [cH. xxxVIT.

> o i e o £ s P S o

scorn ; the daughter of Jerusalem hath shaken
her head at thee. o

23 Whom hast thou reproached and blasphem-
ed? and against whom hast thou exalted thy voice,
and lifted up thine eyes on high? even against the
Holy One of Israel.

24 By thy servants hast thou reproached the
Lorp, and hast said, By the multitude of my
chariots am I come up to the height of the moun-
tains, to the sides of Lebanon; and I will cut
down the tall cedars thereof, and the choice fir-
trees thereof : and I will enter into the height of
his border, and the forest of his Carmel.

25 I bave digged, and drunk water; and with
the sole of my feet have I dried up all the rivers
of the besieged places. :

26 Hast thou not heard long ago, how I have
done it; and of ancient times, that I have formed
it? now have I brought it to pass, that thou
shouldest be to lay waste defenced cities, nto
ruinous heaps.

27 Therefore their inhabitants were of small
power, they were dismayced and confounded :
they were as the grass of the field, and as the green
herb, as the grass on the house-tops, and as corn
blasted before it be grown up,

28 But I know thy abode, and thy going out,
and thy coming in, and thy rage against me.

29 Because thy rage against me, and thy tu-
mult, is come up iato mine ears, therefore will I
put my hook in thy nose, and my bridle in thy
fIips, and I will turn thee back by the way by
which thou camest.

30 And this shall be a sign unto thee, Ye shall
eat {fus year such as groweth of itself; and the
second year that which springeth of the same:
and in the third year sow ye, and reap, and plant
vineyards, and eat the fruit thereof.
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31 '‘And the remuant that is escaped of the
house of Judah shall again take root downward,
and bear fruit upward:

32 For out of Jerusalem shall go forth a rem~
nant, and they that escape out of mount Zion;
the zeal of the Lorp of hosts shall do this.

33 Therefore thus saith the Lorp concerning
the king of Assyria, He shall not come into this
city, nor shoot an arrow there, nor come before it
with shields, nor cast a bank against it. |

34 By the way that he came, by the same shall
he return, and shall not come into this city, saith

the Lorp.
"~ 385 For I will defend this city to save it for
‘mine own sake, and for my servant David’s sake.

36 9 Then the angel of the Lorn went forth,
and smote in the camp pof the Assyrians an hundred
and fourscore and five thousand ; and when they
arose early in the morning, behold, they were all
dead corpses.

37 9 So Sennacherib king of Assyria departed
and went and returned, and dwelt at Nineveh.

38 And it came to paﬁs as he was worshipping
in the house of Nisrock his god, that Adramme-
lech and Sharezer his sons smote him with the
sword; and they escaped into the land of Armenia:
and Esar-haddon his son reigned in his stead.

CHAP. XXXVIIL

N those days was Hezekiah sick unto death.

And Isaiah the prophet the son of Amoz
came unto him, and said unto him, Thus saith the
Lorp, Set thine house in order: for thou shalt
die, and not live.

2 Then II(’?Cklah turned hns face toward the
wall, and prayed unto the Lorp,
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- 8 And said, Remember now, O Lorp, I be-
seech thee, how I have walked before thee in truth
and with a perfect heart, and have done that whicl
is good in thy sight. And Hezekiah wept sore.

"~ 4 9 Then came the word of the Lorp to Isaiah,
saying,

5 Go and say to Hezekiah, Thus saith the
Lorp, the God of David thy father, I have heard
thy prayer, I have seen thy tears: behold, I will
add unto thy days fifteen years.

6 And I will deliver thee and this city out of
the hand of the king of Assyria: and I will de-
fend this city.

7 And this shall be a sign unto thee from the
Lorp, that the Lorp will do this thing that he
hath spokeu .

8 Behold, I will bring again the shadow of the
degrees, which is gone down in the sun-dial of
Ahaz, ten degrees Dackward So the sun return-
ed ten degrees, by which degrees it was gone
down.

9 € The writing of Hezekiah king of Judah,
when he had been sick, and was recovered of his
sickness :

10 I said in the cutting off of my days, I shall
go to the gates of the grave: 1 am deprived of the
residue of my years.

11 I said, I shall not see the lLiorp, even the
Lorp, in the land of the living: I shall behold
man no more with the inhabitants of the world.

12 Mine age is departed, and is removed from
me as a Shepherd s tent; I have cut off like a wea-
ver my life; he will cut me off with pining sick-
ness: from day even to night wilt thou make an
end of me.

13 1 reckoned till morning; zhat, as a lion, so
will he break all my bones: from day even to night
wilt thou make an end of me,
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14 Like a crane, or a swallow, so did I chatter:
I did mourn as a dove: mine eyes fail with loking
upward: O Lorp, I am oppressed; undertake
for me.

15 What shall T say? he hath both spoken
unto me, and himself hath done 2 : I shall go
softly all my years in the bitterness of my soul.

16 O Lorbp, by these things men live, and in all
these things is the life of my spirit: so wilt thou
tecover me, and make me to live.

17 Behold for peace I had great bitterness: but
thou hast in love to my soul delvered it from the
pit of corruption: for thou hast cast all my sins
behind thy back. '

18 For the grave cannot praise thee, deat can
not celebrate thee: they that go down into the pit
cannot hope for thy truth.

19 The living, the living, he shall praise thee,
as I do this day the father to the children shall
make known thy trath.

20 The Lorp was ready to save me: therefore
we will sing my songs to the stringed instruments
all the days of our life in the house of the Lorp.

21 For Isaiah bad said, Let them takea lump
of figs, and lay i for a plalstex upon the boil, and
he shall recover.

22 Hezekiah also had said, What s the sign
that I shall go up. to the house of the Lorbp.

CHAP. XXXIX.

T that time Merodach-baladan, the son of
Baladan, king of Babylon, sent letters and a
present to Hezekiah : for he had heard that he
had been sick, and was recovered.
2 And Hezeklah was glad of them, and shewed
them the house of his precious things, the silver,
and the gold, and the spices, and the precious
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ointment, and all the house of his armour, and all
that was found in his treasures: there was nothing
in his house, nor in all bis dominion, that Heze~
kiah shewed them not. ‘

3 € Then came Isaiah the prophet unto king
Hezekiah, and said unto him, What said these
men? and from whence came they unto thee?
And Hezekiab said, they are come from a far
country unto me, cvén from Babylon.

4 Then said he, What have they seen in thine
house? And Hezekiah answered, All that s in
mine house have they seen: there is nothing
among my treasures that I have not shewed them.

5 Then said Isaialh to Hezekiah, Hear the word
of the Lorbp of hosts:

6 Behold, the days come, that all that i in
thine house, and #ha¢t which thy fathers have laid
up in store until this day, shall be carried to Ba-
bylon : nothing shall be left, saith the Lorbp.

7 And of thy sons that shall issue from thee,
- which thou shalt beget, shall they takeaway; and
they shall be eunuchs in the palace of the king of
Babylon.

8 Then said Hezekiah to Isaiah, Good 25 the
word of the Lorp which-thou bast spoken. Tle
said moreover, For there shall be peace and truth
in my days.

CHAP. XL.

CONTENTS.

At this Chapler, the Prophet begins « sermon, and a most blessed
ene it is, which coniinues to the very close of his prophecy. It is all
pure gospel from beginning to end. The Holy Ghost commands the
Prophet to comfort his Church with proclamations of the Redeemer’s
coming, and the blessed events of his veign.

OMFORT ye, comfort ye my people, saith
your &od. ] ’
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2 Speak ye comfortably to Jerusalem, and cry
unto her, that her warfare 1s accomplished, that
her iniquity is pardoned; for she hath received

of the Lorp’s hand double for all her sins. N
Reader! do not fail to remark the Lord’s gracious connnands for
comforting his people; he doubles it. Not that we are to suppose there
was any reluctancy on the part of Isaiah to perform this blessed service;
but certain it is, that the most forward of God’s servants, in becoming
sens of cunsnlatmn are not half so earnest in this emplovment as the
Lord is. And do not f:il to remark yet further, that, let the worldsay
what they please, there is a people whom the Lord owns, and whom he
will have comforted; yea, and he will be himself their comufort.  Aud
must it not be a blessed service, to be the ministers and instruments, in
the Lord's hand, to this, the Lord’s employment? And will not the
Reader be anxious to remark how, and with what comfortable words,
the Lord commands his people to be comforted? Let him pause over
what is here said, and read the words again. Jerusalem, the guilty city,
the bloudy city, yea, the city of slaughter ‘where the butchery of 2li.the
prophets took  place, and w ‘here the Lord of the prophets should, in
after-ages, die upon the cross; this place, this people, shall bave ail
her sms pardoned! And, agreeably to this, immediately upon the
resurrection and ascension of the Lord Jesus, when he gave his final
commission to his disciples, to’ go forth with the offer of salvation to all
the waid; Jesus conmunded them fo begin at Jerusalem, Luke,
xxiv. 47. U: e should have thought, (spoa.kxmr after the manner of men)
that Jerusalem wonid have been exc epted in the general grant; and
that theie, if any where, the Lord wonld have said, Go not.  But, the
Lord’s thonghts are nof our thovghis, neither his ways our ways.
QOue thought more ou this most blessed passage: what doth the Lord
mean by Jelusalen, having received double for all her sins? Surely it
means, what is literatly frue, that in the person of her Lord, the
ptonement Le made for sin was of such iufinite value, that it not
oaly compensated for all the eyil done by sin, but, over and above,
Teft suen a reduv.idar cy of merit, as might be »\dl called double, cmd
such as will never be accounted for in the blessings of pauinn, and
peace, and glory, and happmess to ail eternity. Reader ! 1 bescech you,
often, yea, very often, tuin to this sweet seripture, and think of Jesus!

3 The voice of him that cricth in the wilderness,
Pnepme}ct..c way of the Lorp, make straight in
the desert a highway for our God.

4 Every valley shall be exalted, and every
mountain and hill shall be made low: and the
crooked shall be made straight, and the rough

laces plain :

5 And the glory of the Lorp shall be revealed,
and all flesh shall see # together: for the mouth
of the Lorp hath spoken 7,
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- All the Prophets, with one voice, proclaimed the coming Saviour;
but John the Baptist was eminently pointed gut as the immediate herald
and harbinger of our Lord; Matt. iii. 1—3. Mal. iii. 1. If the pas-
sage be read, as une iouh!edl) it should be read, spiritnally, the humi-
bhufr priuciples of grace, in preparing for the cordml reception of the
fs‘wlom will fully explain the lowering of mountains, and makingstraight
the crocked. And how is the glory of Christ revealed, in accomplishing
those things in the hearts of his people? Precious Jesus! let every
thought be brouéht low, that thou, and thou alone, mayest be exalted !
2 Cor. x. 5.

6 The voice said, Cry. And he said, What
shall I cry 2 All flesh és grass, and all the godli-
ness thereof 7 as the lower of the field.

7 'The grass withereth, the flower fadeth: be-
cause the spmt of the Lorp bloweth upon it,
surcly the people 2 grass.

8 The grass withereth, the flower fadeth: but

the word ()f our God shall stand for ever.
In these verses of the Prophet’s sermon, he draws a striking contrast
_ between the fading, dying purposes of man, and tbe incorruptible and
never-ending counsels ‘of God! Aud the Apostle Peter makes a beau-
tiful comment upon it, 1 Peter, i. 23—25.

9 O Zion, that bringest good tidings, get thee
up into the high mountam 0] Jexusalem that
bringest good txduws, lift up thy voice with
stienoth. hft i up, be not afraid ; say unto the
cities of Judah, Behold your God !

10 Behold, the Lord Gop will come with stlong;
hand, and his arm shall rule for him: behold, his
veward ¢s with him, and bis work before him.

11 e shall feed his flock like a shepherd : he

shall gati.er the lambs, with his arm, and cany
¢hem in his bosom, and shall gently lead these that
are with young.

This is a most beautiful address to Zion, the gospel church of Jesus,
and to Jerusalem the beloved citv. Some have thought that it had an
aliusion to the proclamation made by Cyrus, for the pcople in Babylon
to return from their captivity ; but wllamlv the grand and leading ob-
]&ct was, to tell poor captive sinners in /mn, of their recovery from
sin and Satan, by the Lord Jesus. For here are the well known charac-
ter-ofiices of Clirist.  Will eneniies cppose them? the Lord’s strong
arm shall cast them down. Are Jesus's sheep weak and tender? His

compassion will be suited for thems.  The lamb unable to walk, he wilk
carry in his bosom, John, x, 11, I must not forget to observe, that
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some have read the passage of Behold the Lord 'God will come with
strong hand; Behold the Adonai shall come against the strong one;
meaning the devil; and kis arm shall rule for him; they have 1endercd
shall rule over him. Aud if the words be accepted in this sense, as
well ns the other, they ave not only most blessed, but agreezble to all
the divine truths. - Our Lord himself beautifully 1Hustrdxes the doctrine,
under the tigure of a strong man being overcome by a stronger. Luke
Xi. 15—~22. Iamh xlix. 24 —20. John, xii. 31. Coloss. ii.15. Heh. ii. 14.
1 John, iii. 8.. Re\gdex’ do not fail to remark the blessed views this
short but sweet passage gives of the Lord Jesus. He is described as de-
stroying all his and his Cliurcly’s enemies, as a King; while feeding, noun-
rishiug, and protecting his people, with all the tenderness of a Shepherd.

12 Who hath measured the waters in the hol-
low of his hand, and meted out heaven with the
span, and comprehended the dust of the earth in
a mecasure, and weighed the mountains.in scales,
and the hills in a balance?

13 Who hath directed the Spirit of the Lorbp,
or being his counseller hath taught himn ?

14 With whom took he counsel and” @ho in-
structed him, and taught him in the path of judg~
ment, and taucht him knowledﬂe, and shewed to
him the way of understanding ! >

15 Behold, the nations are as a drop of a
bucket, and are counted as the small dust of the
balance: behold, he tdketh up the isles as a very
little thing.

16 And Lebanon is not sufficient to burn, nor
the beasts thereof sufficient for a burnt offering.

17 All nations before him are as nothing ; and
they are counted to him less than nothmﬁ, and
vamty *

18 To whom then will ye liken God? or what
likeness will ye comparc unto hira ?

Semie have thought that the person of God the Father is here spoken
of, because the Chureb is taught to look up to Him with peculiar reve-
rence of character, as the Creator. Baut, asthe church is never taught
to look up to God the Father, in this glnrmus distinction of Lhaxa(tcr,
to the exclusion of the other persous of the Godhead, but always in
conjunction with them, 1 sce no reasoun to break the counection of
the chapter, by supposing that what went befme, and which is evulentlv
spoken of the person of Christ, as Mediator, is not continued tnrmwh

this passage also. In all the acts of creation, as weld as of redemptwn,
Vou. V. 3 E ,
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the word cf God tells us, that every-manifestation of Jehovah is in and
through the peison, offices, aud character of our Lord Jesus Clirist;
Heb. 1. 1, 2. And if we read this sublime descripiion in the person of the
Lord Jesus, as the glorious Head of his Clmrcu and people; andwhile
we read it (and wh:ch seems to have been the design for which it is
given) recollect our interest’in him; oh! how blessed doth every
word then come home to the soul, to cemfort, to enconrage, and to
give confidence to every redeemed siuner. Reader! read again and
again these verses. Recollect what-was said before of Jesus's tender-
ness as a Shepherd, and here sée how great be is, who was there said to
be so gragcious. Blend both views in one; then say, how safe, bow eter-
nally safe and secure, must that redeemed soul be, however poor,
however little and ms:gmﬁcant in himself, who is truly one with Him,
whose power takes up the isles as a very little thing; whose wisdom
measures the waters, and meteth out the heavens; and to whom the na-
tions are but as the drop of the bucket? Reader! have you an inferest
in this omnipotent Jesus, in whom are hid u¥{ the treasures of wisdom
and knowledge? Make this the subyct of inquiry, as ene of the most
blessed improvements of this scnpture, and thea you will enter into a full
apprehension of what the Prophet saith: how impossible is it to find any
1o whom to liken Jesus, and how 1mpos%1b1e it is to enrich him by any
services of his creatures, before whom Lebanon is not sufficient to
burn, nor all the beasts thereof sufficieyt for a burnt-offering.  And
how truly blessed is it, moreover, to contemplate this sovereignty of
our Lord Jesus, in the new creation of the soul, while reading such sub-
lime instances of the o/d creation in nature?

19 The workman melteth a graven image, and
the goldsmith spreadeth it over with dold and
castetl: silver chains.

20 He that és so.impoverished that he hath no
oblation chooseth a tree that will not rot; he seek-
eth unto him a cunning workman to prepare a
graven image, that shall uot be moved.

21 Have ye not known? have ye not heard ?
hath it not been told you from the beginning? have
ye not understood from the foundations of the
earth?

22 It is he that sitteth upon thL circle of the
earth, and the inhabitants thereof are as grass-
hoppers ; that stretcheth out the heavens as a cur-
tain, and spreadeth them out as a tent to dwdl in:

24 That bringeth the princes to nothing; he
maketh the Judwea of the earth as vanity.

24 Yea, they shall not be planted; yea, they
shall not be sown: yea, their stock shall not take
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root in the earth: and he shall also blow upon
them, and they shall wither, and the whirlwind
shall take them away as stubble.

25 To whom then will ye liken me, or shall I

be equal ? saith the Holy One.

Who but must feel humbled to the very dust. of the éarth, while
reading, in these verses, the sad state to which man is reduced by the.
fall? We see man so prone to 1dolatry, that if the poor creature be so
poor, that be cannot have a golden image to fall down to, he will be
content with a wooden one, nay, anv duaghill-god, rather than the true
God. Reader, be not offended with th{. u*lark for, depmd upon it,
it is founded in trutli: Every son and deughter of Adam is equally dis-
posed, by natwie, to the same folly: i1 is grace makes all the difference.
For even those whose pride woald seen: to revelt at the idea, owe their
preservation from idolatry to tiie teaching they have received from the
very scrlptures of God; which yet, through the pride of reason, they
believe but in part. See, in proof, a just but melancholy portrait of
human nature, drawn by an apostle, Romans, i. 18, to the end.

26 Lift up your eyes on high, and belicld who
hath created these things, that bringeth out their
host by number: he calleth them ail by names by
the greatness of his might, for that Ae 45 strong. in

power; not one faileth.

27 Why sayest thou, O Jacob, and speakest, O
Israel, My way is hid from the Lorp, and my
Judoment is passed over from my God?

28 Hast thou not known ? hast thou not heard,
that the everlasting God, the Lorp, the Creatot
of the énds of the earth, fainteth not, neither is
weary ? there is no searchmg of his understanding.

29 He giveth power to the faint; and to them
that have no might he increaseth str endth. '

30 Even the youths shall faint and be weary,
and the young men shall utterly fall:

31 But they that wait upon the Lorp shall re-
new their strength; they shall mount up wnth
wings as eagles; they shall run, and not be weary

and they shall walk, and not faint.

‘As the Prophet’s commission opened, so the chapter is closed, in
giving a special comfort to the Lord’s people. It is impossible to con-
ceive in the whole compass of hnﬂruage any thing mote gracious, more
affectwlme, or kind, than what is here said, in the Lord’s lave, to Israel. ,

. 3E2
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Every glorious perfection of Jehovah, and all his covenant relations,
scem here to be brought forward, to give confidence to his people, in
_ the security of his promises. It would be to injur~ the blessed passage,
to attempt 4ny comment upon it. Every word is so plain, 5o sweet,
and so gracious, that he who is taught of God, ca mot possibly mistake
the meaning ; and the snul that is under the influences of the Holy
Ghost, must receive the comfort of it. And how very tender is the
Lord’s manner of expostulating with his people, on the unreasonable-
ness of their timidity! 7hy sayest thou, O Jucoh, and speakest, O
Israel? Reader! may the Lord give you and me grace to enjoy the full
blessedness of what is here said. Thousands, who are gone to glory,
have been, while on earth, refreshed by it ; and thousands there are still
to be supported by the same, dwing their pilgrinrage state below. Oh!
tor the i.erd, who gives the scripture, to give to you and to me, by his
holy Spirit, the enjoyment of the Lord in his scripture, and then shall
we rést in the supporits of a God all-sufficient and all-gracious in Christ,
- to rise above all the changeable circuntstances of creatures in us, and
about us, until we come to lic down in the everlasting arms of our Lord,
in the kingdom which is above.

P ———
REFLECTIONS,

My soul! hear what thy Lord saith in this blessed chapter, and be- -
hold how hie hath both conumanded his people 1o be comforted, and
provided every means for their comfort, Precious Lord Jesus! in thee
and thy great salvation, I do indeed see a most blessed and suitable
provision for pardoning iniguity, transgression, and sin; yea, Lord,
m thy full and finished redemption, I do behold how Jehovah hath re-
ceived more than an equivalent, vea double for ail the sins of thy.
people. And shail not my soul rejoice and be vomforted in the consola~
tion. Shall not my very heart leap for joy, anwi my poor tongzue;
that was dumb by nature, be ready to sing plainly?  Yea, Lord, I
will sing, and not be afraid, for the Lord Jehoval is my strength and
my song, and thou art become my salvation. 1 will call upoun all
within me, and” alj without me, to joun in the joyful service. 1 will say,
with the Prophet, Sing, O ye keavens, for the Lord hath done it: shout,
ge bower parts of the evrth & brealk forth into singing, ye mountains, O
Jorest, and every tree therein: for the Lord hath redeemed Jacob, and
glorifivd himself in Israel. '

But chiefly shall my nofe of praise be directed to thee, O Lord.
While I enjoy the gift, I will bless the Giver; and in the moment when 1
feel the blessedness of salvation, I will feel yet more the blesseduness that
Jesus himself is my salvation. Oh! thou gracious Shepherd of thy peo-
ple! Lere I behold thee, in all the tenderness of that office ; and how truly
delightful is it to my soul, that while I read of thee as revealing thyself
under such graciousness of churacters, 1 know thee in the full realization
of every cue of them in my heart, as’ the great Shepherd of my soul.
Never suffer me to fose sight of thy love, O Lord, nor of the power and
wisdom which thou possessest, and by which all the necessities of my
soul must be acswered. No, Lord, suffer me not to suppose, even for
a mo:ment only, that . my way hiddea from the Lord, or my judgment

i
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passed over from my God, I know, Lord, that thou seest me, and know-
est me, with every minute circumstance belonging to me; yea, Lord,
it is thou who orderest, aud appointest, and regulatest, and wiil finally -
bless all. Help me then to wait always upon thee, that, like the eagle, I
may renew my strength. For, sure I am, my Lord never faints himself,
nor is he weary of helping his poor ones. And, while I am waiting
upou Jesus, and looking after him, Jesus, 1 know, hath been before hand
with me, and is looking after me. Precious Lord! comfort me with
thyself, and 1 shall be strong indeed, and never weary : I shall walk.
and not faint! )

oo ——

CHAP. XLIL

CONTENTS. .

The Prophet continues his sermon through this Chapter, which
Re had begun in the former. The chief points here dwelt upon, are
the proofs of God's power and grace, in testimony of his Godhead, hoth
in oreation and redemption, in opposition to all the idols which the
sorruption of man’s fullen nature hath set up.

EEP silence before me, O islands; and let

the people renew #their strength: let them

come near; then let them speak: let us come
near together to judgment.

It should seem that this verse forms an immediate inference from
the last verse of the former chapter. Silent waiting upon the Lord, at
his footstool, when drawing nigh, in and through Jesus, being the
way to renew the spiritual streugth; it were to be wished, that this
humbleness of soul, and waiting for the Lord’s preparation to approach
his throne, were more considered than it is; for it is very awful to rush
into the presence of the Lord, as the unthinking horse rusheth to
the battle. See those scriptures, Eccles, v. 2. Prov. xvi. 1. James,
i. 17. and Psalm Ixii. L. as the margin renders it, silent before God.

- 2 Who raised up the righteous man from the

east, called him to bis foot, gave the nations be-
~ fore him, and made /im rule over kings? he gave
them as the dust to his sword, and as driven stub-
ble to his bow.

3 He pursued them, and passed safely ; even by
the way #lat he had not gone with his feet.

4 Who hath wrought and done #, calling the
generations from the beginning? I the Lorbp, the
first, and with the last; T am he.

In these verses, Jehovah challengeth the inquiry jnto kis sovereignty
and power, that the eternity of his nature, and the graciousness-of his
purposes im redemption, may be fully proved. Aud, in the instance of
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Abraham, the great father of the faithful, a3 it should seem, is n;x,eant.,
the righteous man. See Gen. xv. 6. Rom. iv. 3, 11. The Chaldee
paraphrase renders the words, who brought Abraham publicly jrom
the East. And it should secem that the Lord refers, in Abraham s in-~
stance, to the slaughter of the kings; Gen. xiv. 14—16. But what is
yet imore partlcularly to be regdrded in the illustration of these verses
of the Prophet, is that Jehovah seems to point ‘to the sovereignty of
‘his distinguishing grace, in the call of Abraham. Who was it called
this rlghteous man? And what righteousness was 1t. he had, hut the
righteousness of - faith in the promlsed redemption by Christ? And
who gave him this faith? Oh! how truly blessed is it to tracethe Lord’s
hand as the first and predisposing cause, in all dispensations, whether of
providence or grace? But while we behold Abraham, let us not overlook'
Christ. Who raised up Jesus, the Holy One of Israel, in his media-
torial character, and gave nations before him, and made him universal
Lord of angels and of -men? Here is the sum and substance of the
«scripture, to which the whole points, and in which the whole centres.
Chuist is indeed the Christ of God. Acts, iii. 26. Luke, ix. 20.

5 The isles saw ¢, and feared ; the ends of the
earth were afraid, drew near, and came.

6 They helped every one his neighbour; and
every one said to his brother, Be of Good courage.

7 So the carpenter encouraged the aoldsmlth
and he that smootheth with the hammer him that
smote the anvil, saying, It is ready for the soder=
ing: and he fastened it w1th nails, that it should
not be moved.

It is enough to read the account which the Lovd here gives of idolatry,
to behold the folly of it to the full. QOue sinner encouraging another,
<ds among the devices of Satan, to bliud the eyes of all. 2 Cor. iv. 3, 4.

8 But thew, Israel, et my servant, Jacob

whom I have chosen, the seed of Abraham my
friend.

9 Thou whom I have taken from the ends of
the earth, and called thee from the chief men
thereof, and said unto thee, Thou art my servant;
I have chosen thee, and not cast thee away.

10  Fear thou not; for I am with thee: be
not dismayed; for I wn thy God: I will
strengthen thee; yea, I will help thee; yea, I,
will uphold thee with the right hand of my rich-
teopsness,
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I beg the Reader to pause over these blessed verses, and inquire, with

. me, whether it be not the Lord Jesiis that is here spoken to by Jehovah,

when beholding him as the Husband and Head of his Cnurch and peo-
ple? There can be no doubt that such is the case in that similar
passage, [Isaiah, xlix. 3. for there the Lord Jesus is surely the ‘ipeaker.
“Aud, indeed, those blessed promises which follow, must confirm it. For
all the promises of the Bible are first made fo the Person of Ghrist, and
then in Him, they are all yea and amen to his people. And, if we
accept the passage in this delightful view, what beauty and gloiy do we
discover In it? Reader' thmk what condescension there mus{ be in thy
Loxd, that there should be a communication of names between Chirist and

. his people as well as an uniou aund interest in all that Christ hath, as
Redeewer. Was itnot enough, thou dear Lord, that thy Church should
be called by thy name ; but wilt thou he caHed by her's? Is this the
manner of men, O Lord God? No,swmely! It is indeed customary for
women to take the pame of their husbanda, but it is peculiar to the
love and c.mdescensmn of our Jesus, 1o call lumself Israel, to shew his
love atd oneness with his spouse, the Church; 2 Sam. vil. 18,19. When
the Reader hath duly pondered the gracious promiises, made by Jelo-
vah, to this glorious #srael of ours, even our Christ, to whom they were
cert;unly made, and in whom they were certainly fulhlled with ajl their
precious yeas . "and amens: (see some more of the same kind, Psalm
Ixxxix. 20—20; and then see the reasous for them, Heb. v. 7——-]0.)
when the Reader has satisfied his mind on this grand point, let hin then
rlemember, for his personal comfort and interest in the same, that what
is given to Christ, as the Head of his Chureb, is given also to his people
in him, as his body ; and from an union with lum, they are interested in
everv one. See in proof, 1 Cor. iii. 21—23. 2 Cor. i. 20,

11 Behold, all they that were incensed against
thee shall be ashamed and confounded: they
shall be as nothing ; and they that stuve with
thee shall perish.

12 Thou shalt seek them, and shalt not fil
them, even them that contended with thee: they
that war against thee shall be as nothing, and as
a thing of nought

18 For I the Lorp thy God wnll hold thy right

hand, saying unto thee, Fear not; I will help thice.

Read the gesyel, and behold the couﬁrmatnon of these prouuses, for
there needs no more; John, xviii, 4—0.

14 Fear not, thou worm Jacob, and ye men of
Israel ; 1 will help thee, saith the Lorp, and thy
nedeemen , the Ioly One of Israel. ‘

15 Behold, I will make thee a new’ sharp
threshma instrument’ havmtr teeth: thou shalt
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thresh the mountains, and beat them small, and
shalt make the hills as chaff.

16 Thou shalt fan them, and the wind shall
carry them away, and the whirlwind shall scatter
~them: and thou shalt rejoice in the Lorbp, am[

shalt glory in the Ioly One of Israel.

If the Reader will observe, he will find that all these blessed pro-
mises are made to oue individual person; and, to whom counld these
things be said, but to the person of our Lord? As Christ himself is
the great promise of the Bible, so every promise is first made to Him,
and then to his people in Him. Without an union with liim, there can
be no pretension to a single promise. The charter of grace is: Men
shall be blessed in Him; Psaln Iaxil. 17. The Reader will not see
any objection to this doctrine, from Christ’s being called Jacoh. That
ditlicuity will be at once removed, from what was offered in the obser-
vations on the preceding verses;, Christ not only condescends to call
himself by his Church’s name; but God the Father (graciously to his
people) beholds him, and speaks to him, under {his same name; chap.
xlix, 3. And the Reader will find a farther confirmation of this blessed
doetrine, if he will consult what Christ said of himself, under the spirit
of prophecy, by his servant David: [ am a worm (said that holy and
lowly Lamb of God) and no man, a reproach of men, and despised of
the people ; Psalm xxu, 6. Oh! how truly refreshing to my soul is it, inr
the moment of wvmng, to trace Jesus in these most blessed scriptures,
under such precious views, as tend to endear Him more and more to
the heart. And, Reader! be not hurt, vor let your faith s&agmr, that
such promises were needful for Christ to receive, and to have fulfilled.
For the human uatuge of Clirist, though united to the Godhead, con-
tinued human nature still, and, as such, required communications of
strength, for the work of redemption, from Jehovali. And hence it was
oue part of the covenant, that what the Father called him to uudertake,
he would enable him to perform. See Psalm Ixxxix. 3, 4. 10—24.
Tsatab, xlit. 6—8. xi. 1, 2. John, iil. 34. 1 detain the Reader one
moment longer on this most beautiful and interesting passage, just {o re-
mark the very great loveliness of the similitude chosen by the Lord, to
represent the lowliness of our Jesus, and the almightiness of his victories.
The worm Jucob threshing the mountuns, is one of the strougest figures,
to set forth how Jesus, in his apparent weakness, overcame strength;
for on his cross were all his triumphs accomplished. He was, as his ser-
vant, the Apostle, expresseth it, crucified through weakness, yet he
liveth through the power of Gsd; 2 Cor. xiii. 4. Never, surely, was Je.
sus more glorious than in the humiliation of the cross, never more tri-
wmphant, than when, in that memorable day, he threshed the mountains
of leopards; when spoiling principalities, and powers, and nailing alt
that was against his redeemed to his eross; Coloss. it 14, 15. And
how the Lord Chirist gloried in his Father at that hom', thé Reader will
discover by cousullmg those scriptures of his agony in the garden, and
on the cross, John, xvii. 1, 2; xii. 23; xili, 31, 3‘7 Now read the gar-
den scene, Luke, xxii. 30—44; then either of the Evangelists’ account
of the er ucnﬁxxon and say, did not cur glorious He'ld rejoice in
Jehovab, and glory in the Holy One of Israel?
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17 When the poor and needy seek water, and
there s none, and their tongue faileth for thirst,
1 the Lorp will hear them, £ the God of Israel
will not forsake them.

18 I will open rivers in high places, and foun-
tains in the midst of the valleys: 1 will make
the wilderness a pool of water, and the dry land
springs of water.

19 I will plant in the wilderness the cedar, the
shittah tree, and the myrtle and the oil tree; I
will set in the desert thefir tree, and the pine, and
the box tree together: ‘

20 That they may see, and know, and consider,
and understand together, that the hand of the
Lorp hath done this, and the Holy One of Israél

hath created it.

Now, Reader, having given to our glorious Head the honour due unto
his holy name, in haviag beheid himi as the individual Person speken
to, in the.promises before; we shall now be the better prepared,
through grace, to enter into the proper enjoyment of these sweet pro-
mises which here foilow, and which, if we are Christ’s, are all our ownz
1 Cor. iii. 21—23. Gal. iii. 29. And here again remark, that as all the
former promises were macdde to one certain person, even to the worm
Jacob ; so here they are all made to many, even to all who are poor
and needy, who seek water, and there is none, and their tongue faileth
Jor thirst. Mark, I pray you, the striking ditference in the persons
spoken to; and, I think under divice teaching, it will beimpossible bug
to see Christ in the one, and his pecpie in the other. And do not over~
look the Father’s love in all, aud the many, many blessed things lere
promised, which, when spiritually interpreted, are most full and blessed
indeed. For what are the rivers here spoken of, but rivers of grace?
And what is the wilderness, but the barren, dry, and lifeless state of our
poor fallen natare? And oh, how truly blessed is it, when we see Je-
hoval’s hand in all, and acknowledge him all! Ephes. i. 3.

21 9 Produce your cause, saith the Lorp:
bring forth your strong reasons, saith the King of
Jacob. . :

22 Let them bring them forth, and shew us
what shall bappen: let them shew the former
things, what they e, that we may consider them,
and know the latter end of them: or declare us

things for. to come.
VoL, V. P
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23 Shew the things that are to come hereafter,
that we may know that ye are gods: yea, do good,
or do evil, that we may be dismayed, and behold
it together. ’

24 Behold, ye are of nothing, and your works
of nought: an abomination s he that chooseth
you. ‘

Here is a solemn and unanswerable appeal to the despisers of God
and his Christ, to shew cause wheiefore such mercy, as is in the cove-
nant of redemption, is slighted ? What the Apostle closeth one of ‘his
sermdns with, is to the same amount ; and, without all doubt, the final
condemnation of such men will be on this very account. Acts, xiik
38—41. . .

25 1 have raised up one from the north, and he
shall come: from the rising of the sun shall he call
upon my name : and he shall come upon princes
as upon mortar, and as the potter treadeth clay.

26 Who hath declared from the beginning, that
we may know? and beforetime, that we may say,
Heis righteous ? yea, there is none that sheweth,
yea, there is none that declareth, yea, ¢here is none
that heareth your words.

27 'The first shall say to Zion, Behold, behold
them: and I will give to Jerusalem one that bring-
eth good tidings. o : ‘

28 For I beheld, and there was no man: even
among them, and there was no counseller, that,
when I asked of them, could answer a word.

29 Behold, they are all vanity ; their works are
nothing: their molten images are wind and con-

fusion. \

What a blessed view is here again given of Christ, and the glorious
events of his eeming! It seems as if our God and Father delighted to
be for ever calling upon the Church to notice him. The north is per-
haps an allusion to our Lord’s being called out of Nazareth; for this
lay north of Canaan. Some have thought that Cyrus, as a type of
Christ, was alluded to; and it is true, indeed, that in a subsequent part
of Isaial’s prophecy, things are spoken of Cyrus by name, and many of
them are, no doubt, typical of Christ. But we losc the beauty and glory
of Scripture in all instances, wherein we make vse of persons or things,
which are typical, any farther than the mere type becomes necessary.
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When they are useful as mediums to convey to the,mind the great ob-
jects to which they minister, [ would very thankfully use them, as I
would a carriage to convey me to a friend I longed to see, when,
without this means I could not well, in my own strength, perform the
Journey. But when I arrived at the spot where my friend was, and 1
saw him, and embraced him, I would spring at once from the carriage,
and leave it for ever to fly into his arms. Reader! if you and I behold
Christ in this and other scriptures, let us do by types as we would by
carriages, and make Christ what the Father hath made him, so to love
him, as to give all things into his hands : John, iii. 35. I do not de-
tain you to remark how much of Christ and his gospel are contained in
this short but sweet passage, for the gospel is full of nothing else, but to
shew his person and righteousness, and the vanity of all beside. It is
Jesus who first speaks to Zion, and bringeth good tidings to Jerusalem ;
and God the Spirit confirms the message in the hearts of his redeemed,
that God is true; Isaiah, Ixv. 1, John, i. 36.
B - 7]
REFLECTIONS.

HovLy Spirit! I beseech thee, by thy gracious influences, enable me
to keep silence, and in humble waitings to distingnish thy divine lead-
ings from my own carnal reasonings, when I draw nigh the throne of
grace, in and through the Lord Jesus. Then shall I indeed come pro-
perly prepared, and renew my spiritual strength. Holy Father! I bow °
with reverence at thy footstool. I have-access to the mercy-seat in and
through Christ, but it was thou that didst call Jesus to be my High
Priest, and gave him dominion over the people. Yea, Lord, thou art
indeed the first and the last, Jehovah from the beginning. Precious
Lord Jesus! I see in thee Jehovah’s counsel, purpose, grace, and will!
To thee were all thé promises made, in thee are they all fulfilled, and
Jrom thee thy people derive all interest and right in them. Jesus hath
threshed the mountains, and in him shall all his people be more than
conquerors. Yea, Lord, thou hast subdued sin and Satan for us; and
it is thou, and thou alone, that wilt subdue thoese powers in us. Oh!
Lord! how are the souls of thy redeemed already made joyful in the as-
surance of victory, and both rejoice in the Lord, and glory in the Holy
One of Israel. Blessed, almighty Father! blessed for ever be thy name,
that thou hast opened in the wilderness, to the thirst of poor sinners,
fountains and rivers of waters! Thou hast planted the Plant of Re-
nown! Thou hast given the Tree of Life! Thou hast, as the hus-
bandman, made Jesus as the vine, and his people the branches. It is
thou, even thou, that hast called him from the north, and made him
blessings to the people. Oh! then, when my soul, which is poor and
needy, shall at any time seek water, and there is none, when all with-
in me and without me is fatiag for thirst, oh! be thou to me, blessed
Jesus, as rivers and streams from Lebanon; yea, be in me, a well of
water, springing up to everlasting life, so shall I drink and live for ever!

CHAP. XLIIL
CONTENTS.

The Prophet prosecutes the same glorious subect through this Chap-
ter, us in the former, We have a blessed sermon indeed; God the Father
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is the preacher ; Christ,-the Medictor, is both text and sermon; and
God the Hely Ghost is opening and making application of the blessed
contents to ithe Church in Christ.

EHOLD my servant, whom I uphold; mine

elect, inwhem my soul delighteth; I have put

my spirit upon him: he shall bring forth judg-
ment to the Gentiles. : ‘

2 He shall not cry, nor lift up, nor cause his
voice to be heard in the street.

3 A bruised reed shall he not break, and the
smoaking flax shall he not quench: he shall_bring
forth judgment unto truth.

4 e shall not fail nor be discouraged, till he
have set judgment in the earth: and the isles shall
wait for his law. ‘

Had we any doubt whether the Prophet were speaking of himself, as

" God’s servant, or of some other man, the Evangelist would decide the -
inquiry; for in the account he gives of the Person and ministry of
the adorable Jesus, he expressly saith, that this was done that it might
be fulfilled, which was spoken by the Prophet; and he then quotes
the very words contained in these verses; see Mait. xii. 17—21.
But, Reader, I pray you attend to the gracious mauner in which God
the Father introduceth his beloved Son, as well as to the matter which
e speaks,?oncerning him. He first calls to the church to benold kim,
both as his servant and as his elect, in whom his soul dehglited.
Christ, as Mediator, is Jehovah’s servant; for, as such, he took upon him
the form of @ servant; Philip, ii. 6—8. And Jesus is not only God’s
dear Son, and his owly begoiten Son, and as sueh, one with the Father
in the essence of the Godbead; but he'is also God’s elect in his office
as Mediator, and for which he is truly God’s delight. Therefore, saith
Jesus, doth my Father love me, because I lay down my life, that F
might take it again. CGh! how much must the redemption of our na-
ture have been upon the heart of Jehovah from everlasting, when he -
that from all eternity lay in the bosom of the Father, is chosen to come
forth for the salvation of kis people; and God the Tather speaks of
bim as loving him with his whole soul, for this great undertaking ;
John, x. 17, 18. ‘And, Reader, do observe, in these verses, how bless-
edly the Father speaks of him: hislove and delight in him: the Dless-
edness he hath put upon him: the spirit he hath put in him: the meek
and tender qualities he shall be known by: and the success of his mis-
sion. Do not fail to remark all these blessed things, which in these
few verses, God the Father speaks of Christ, and then tura to the gos-

pel, and behold how the original corresponds with the portrait here
drawn of him.

5 9 Thus saith God the LORD; he that created
the heayens, and stretched them out; he thag
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spread forth the earth, and that which cometh out
of it; he that giveth breath unto the people upon
it, and spirit to thom that walk therein: \

6 I the Louwp have called thee in righteousness,
and will hold th.se hand, and will keep thee and
give thee for a covenant of the pecple, for a light of
the {Feutiles; ‘ _

7 'To open the blind eyes, to bring out the pri-
soners from the prison, and them that sit in dark-
ness out of the prison-house.

8 I am the Loro: that i my mame: and my
glory wilt I not give to another, neither my praise to
graven 1muges. .

" n the former verses, Jehovah was speaking of Christ; here we
find bim speaking fo Christ: and 2 most blessed discourse it is.  The
Lord opeus it with a sublime preface, in asserting his own divine au-
thority, ‘as tie fountain of all being, giviug existence to all his creatures,
and incessastly supporting the life he hath given, Reader, is it not
niost blessed to your mind, to behold the source of the believer's hope
in Cheist?  Oh, what a divine warrant and authority is here for faith to
act upon, in the accepting, receiving, and resting the whole of our sal-
vation upon Christ, when we beiold how God the Father’s hand is
in tne whole appointment! Tiaving prepared the Church for the cordial
reception of Christ, by asserting his own supremacy in the ordination of
Christ to the office of Mediator; Jehovah goeth on to address Christ,
his chosen, by cpening the great mystery of redemption in the covenant,
‘and giving Christ his commission. The Lord begins with calling him;
T the Lord have called thee in righteousness. Christ came forth vo-
Tuntarily to'the service, but did not come uncalled; see Heb. v. 4—0.
Psalm x1. 7, 8. Next, the promises come in: T will hold thine kand,
and will keep thee. The bumau n.ture of Christ needed support in
the vast work of redemption; and it was a grand part of the covenant,
that the Father should giveit to him: Psalm Ixxxix, 19—23. WNext
come in the glorous ohject of ihis call of Jehovah, and his support
of Christ in his services: I wili give thee for ¢ covenant of tlie people.
Here is the momentous cause of the whole; that Jesus should be the
representative of his people, and the whole of the covenant for them,
acting in their nae and stead, in all he did and suffered. This is at
the bottom of all our hopes and assurances of redemption by Christ’s
bleod. Then follow the biessed and graeious effects upon his people,
by virtue of his undertakiug and accomplishment: To open the eyes of
the blind, and to bring forth the prisoners out of the prison-housc;
to be a light to lighten the Gehtiles, and to be the glovy of his people
Israel. And oh, how truly blessed is it, not only to see, but feel, the
racious effects wroaght in our own hearts by the Iloly Ghost, in con-
rmation of this most precious Joctrine! fsaiah, xxxv. 4—0, compared
with Matt. ix. 35. And, Reader, do not overlook the biessed verse
" with which this passage is closed: Jehovah, who declares his jealousy of
his own name and glory to be such as that he will not give his glory ta
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another; yet, as if to shew his oueness in nature and in glory with his
dear Son, here gives him the whole glory of the covenant. He is
to open blind eyes: and who less_than a Ged could do this, and have
the glory of it? What a decided testimony doth this become, and from
God the Father himself, that Christ is God ? Indeed, none but God could
be competent to the work, or to the honour of redemption. Reader, I
pray you cherish the blessed thought (for it is most blessed) which this
verse fully gives, as an unanswerable evidence in the soul, by the Spirit’s
eonfirmation, against all the heresies of the present day; 2 Peter, ii. 1.

9 Behold, the former things are come to pass,
and new things do I declare: before they spring
forth I tell you of them.

10 9§ Sing unto the Lorp a new song, and his
praise from the end of the earth, ye that go down
to the sea, and all that is therein; the isles, and
the inhabitants thereof.

11 Let the wilderness and the cities thereof lift
up their voice, the villages that Kedar doth inhabit;
let the inhabitants of the rock sing, let them shout
from the top of the mountains.

12 Let them give glory unto the Lorbp, and
declare his praise in the islands.

13 The Lorp shall go forth as a mighty man,
he shall stir up jealousy like a man of war: he
shall cry, yea, roar; he shall prevail against his
enemies.

14 1 have long time holden my peace; I have.
been still, and refrained myself: now will I cry .
like a travailing woman; 1 will destroy and de-

vour at once.

Here are the joyful consequences induced by the Redeemer’s acts of '
grace and mercy, as before described. Surely all must sing the new
song, which God puts into their mouths, when their souls are new-strung
with cherdsof grace in Jesus! And when the Lord goeth forth con-
quering and to conquer, souls will be born to Christ, to b& the travail
of Jesus's'labouring pains, in bringing ferth to his satisfaction ; Jsaiah,
Liii. 11.

15 I will make waste mountains and hills, and
dry up all their herbs ; and I will make the rivers
islands, and I will dry up the pools.

16 And I will bring the blind by a way that

they knew not; I will lead them in paths that
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they have not known: I will make darkness light
before them, and crooked things straight. These

things will I do unto them, and not forsake them.

Nothing can be more blessed than these promises, when we behold
them as our own, from a conscious oneness with Christ, and when we
live upon them, from living upon him. Then we see that he who thus
undertakes to be every thing to his peoplie, doth and will fulfil; and
though we cool and tire in our love, the Lord never falters in his;
Zeph, iii. 14—17.

17 They shall be turned back, they shall be
greatly ashamed, that trust in graven images, that
say to the molten images, Ye are our gods.

18 Hear, ye deaf; and look, ye blind, that ye
may see.

19 Who s blind, but my servant? or deaf, as
my messenger that I sent? who é blind as he that
e perfect, and blind as the Lorp’s servant?

20 Seeing many things, but thou observest
not: opening the ears, but he heareth not.

21 The Lorb is well pleased for his righteous-
ness’ sake; he will magnify the law, and make #
honourable.

22 But this zs a people robbed and spoiled;
they are all of them snared in holes, and they are
hid in prison houses: they are for a prey, and
none delivereth; for a spoil, and none saith, Re-
store.

23 Who among you will give ear to this?
who will hearken and hear for the time to come ?

24 Who gave Jacob for a spoil, and Israel to
the robbers? did not the Lorp, he against whom
we have sinned? for they would not walk in bhis
ways, neither were they obedient unto his law.

25 Therefore he hath poured upon him the
fury of his anger, and the strength of battle ;
and it hath set him on fire round about, yet he
knew not; and it burned him, yet he laid i not to

heart.
‘ Here, as in the former chapters, the contrast is drawn between the
Lord Jehovah, and the idols of the nations around; and the striking
difference which marks the several worshippers is made between them



408 ISATAH.  [em xunm

that serve the Lord, and them that serve him not. And in tae inidsi, a
beautifal al.usion is also made to the person of Clirist.  And wio that
reads the Prophets account, and compares it with the Evaugeast's, but
musi bé struck with the wonderfl agreement? Jsaiah, 1. 4-—0; Hiute,
xxvil. 28—31. The caapter cluseth with tracing up ihe desolations
of our yuined wature to the source and ofigir of that ruin 1w man’s
own apostacy and rebeiton.  The Lora is justiticd in all the righicous
acts of lus government. By tue eutrance of s, mi-ery foliowetn: wad
what can rescue ‘and redeem iro.n present aud evedasting woe, but s
ll;glhl}:ousness, who hath thereby magnyied the law, and mude it fonour-
. i ‘

g st
REFLECTIONS.

Lorp! help both him that writes, and him that reads, to atfend
to thy call; aud while Jehovah is proclanning concermag his dear Som,
aod describing him as a most biessed Saviour; O for grace to answer
with fosannas, biessed be ie that comeii ia the name of the sord!
Yea, Lord, on our bended knees, in trausports of rejoicng, we would
pray for grace to receive the ever blessed Jesus as'the Father’s first, and
best, and most cou:prehensive of ail viessings: and to nike use of

. Christ, as the Father hath intended, 1o our salvation; and his glory !

We bless thee, O Lord, for thus holding forth Jesus to the Church.
He is, indeed, every thing that is lovely m itmself, aud every thing that
is gracious for fus peopic. He is meeit, cud having saivation; a full aud
all-sufficieat 3aviour; am able and well-qualified Saviour; a kind and
tentier-nearted Saviour. Yea, precious Jesus, thy peopie know thee,
and have provec thee, that thou art all this, and more; for never hast
thou, iix any oue 'instance, broken the bruwsed reed, or quenched the
smoaking flax.

But while we praise thee, almighty Father, for what thon hast said
to us, concerning our glornous Head, aud for vur encouragement to
come to him, we still find cause to bless thee yet more, for what thou
hast said to him for us, and as cur covenant Head; that he is thine
elect, in whom, as the Church’s Surety and Mediator, ity Soul delighteth.
‘Oh, the blessed assurance, that Jehovah is well pleased for his righte-
ousnesssake! O the unspeaicable felicity, that‘Christ, in our own na-
ture, hath maguified the law, and made it honourable!  Aud O the
well-grounded hope, that as Chuist is given of our God and Father, as
a covenant of the people, and accepted as such; all his people ‘must be
found in limn, be accepted in him; and be everlastingly secured in jiim,
from all possibility of danger, in life or death, in time and to ali eternity !
Remember, Lord! we would humbly say, thy Word, wherein thou hast
eaused us to hope. Look upon the face of thine Aunbintéd, and do as
thou hast said : I have said, Mercy shall be built up for ever, are thine
own words, O Lord; and therefore, as thou hast sworn unto our Da-
vid, so let his seed be established for ever, and do ihou build up his
throne unte all generations! Blessed be God for Jesus Christ! Amen.
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CHAP. XLIIIL

CONTENTS.
This Chapter is @ continuation of the former, in whick the Lord com-
Sorteth the church with assurances of salvation. An allusion is made to
Babylon, but still with reference to the rich purposes of grace in Christ.

UT now thus saith the Lorp that created
thee, O Jacab, and he that formed thee, O
Israel, Fear not: for I have redeemed thee, i

have called #hee by thy name; thou art mine.

If we connect this verse, and indeed the whole opening of the chap-
ter, with what went before, (and certainly, though we divide into chap-
ters, the original preaching or delivery of the prophecy was not so) how
surprizing is it, to behold the Lord’s ways with his people. The last
chapter ended asif the Lord and Israel had parted in anger; but here
God begins in grace and mercy, as though nothing b ad happeued.
Reader, do not fail to observe how all tenders of reconciliation begin on
the part of God. Though the Lord gave Jacob to the spoiler, and Is..
rael to the robbers, yet the Lord will be gracious again.

2 When thou passest through the waters, I
will be with thee; and through the rivers, they
shall not overflow thee: when thou walkest
through the fire, thou slalt not be burned ; neither
shall the flame kindle upon thee,

8 For I am the Lorp thy God, the Holy Qne
of Israel, thy Saviour: I gave Egypt JSor thy
ransom, Ethiopia and Seba for thee.

4 Since thou wast precious in my sight, thou
hast been ‘honomable, and I have loved thee:"
therefore will I give men for thee, and people for
thy life.

Mark well the causes of the divine love; Jacob and Israel are the ob=
Jects of God’s caie, from every consideration: Jehovah created them,
aud hath newly or cated them in Christ; he bath redeemed them- also,
and he hath called them. He is theic God in covenant; and so dear
are they to him, that he hath siven all nations for them. TFhey are the
gift of his love, the purchuse ot Christ’s blood, the subjects of his grace ;
and therefore they are, and must be most plecu)us in his sight: so that
all the elements of nature, so far from proving noxious to. them, shall be
made to minister to his glory, in their welfare. Reader, think of these
precious things; and if thou canst find in thine experience testimonies
of redemption by Christ, ask thine heart, what can be wanting to endear
a poor sinner to the Lord, whose precious blood must be infinitely. more
costly and valuable than all the riches of Ethiopia and Egypt.

5 Fear not: for I am with thee: I will bxmov
VoL, V. 3G
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thy seed from the east, and gather thec from the
west;

6 I will say to the north, Give up; and to the
south, Keep pot back: bring my sons from far,
and my daughters from the ends of the earth;

7 Kven every ove that is called by my name;
for T have created him for my glory, T'have formed

him; yea, I have made him.

What a blessed provision do we find in these divine prnmxses, for the
vecovery of God’s ancient people,.the Jews! Neither the north nor the
south shall be able to detain the seed of Jesus, wiren the hour of their
deliverance shall come. There is ¢ set time io Javovr Zion; and, as
ingrace, so in giory, the Loid will Lual‘y call home his people, from the
four wiuds, from the uttermost part of the earth, lo the wiitermost part of
heaven ; Tsaiah, lix. 20; Matt. xxiv. 31, 1 pray the Reader not to over-
fook the cause of all, in the person of the Lord Jesus, evidently and
plainly )pol\en of, inthe last of these verses. e it is, as Tehovaha ser-
vant, avd to whom, for the purpose of redemption, « body was given,
that is the sum and substance of all that is here said; Psalm xl. ( 7.

. 8 Dring forth the blind people that bave eyes,
and the deaf that have ears.

9 Let all the nations be gathered together, and
let the people be assembled : “who among them can
declare this, and shew us former thmgs’ let them
bring forth their witnesses, that they may be jus-

‘uﬁeo or let them hear, and say, I¢ # truth,

Some have supposed this to be a challenge to the worshippers of
idols; but 1 hunibly conceive, that as these verses followthe account
of Him, of whom Jehovah speaketh so gloriously, it is rather a demand,
in reference fo gospel days, to bring forth the blind and the deaf, spiri- -
tually considered, to whom the Lord Jesus would give the restoration
of their fdcuines, in virtue of his great Aemempimn and as the hea-
then worid are called in to bebold the testiwony, is ‘not thisa plain
allusion to the conversion of tlie Gentiles? Zsaiah, xlix. 6.

10 Ye are my witnesses, saith the Lorp, and my
servant whom I.have chosen: that ye may know
and believe me, and under stand that I am he : be-
fore me there was no God formed, neither shall
there be after me.

11 I, even 1, ame the Lorp; and beside me there
7s 1o saviour,,

12 I have declared, and have saved, and I have
ahewed whea there was no stran(re god among you:

[
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therefore ye are my witnesses, saith the Lorp, that
I am God. '

13 Yea, before the day was I am he; and there
is noune that can deliver out of my hand: I will

work, and who shall let it?

How truly blessed are these verses in relation to the witnesses of
Jeliovah! 'The people saved by the Lord are his witnesses, his prophets
are his wituesses, aud yet, above all, the Lord Christ, as Jehovah’s ser-
vant, is his witness. So Jehovah declared bim to be, when ne said, I
/La:e given lumjor a witness Lo the people, Isaiah, Iv. 4. Reader, what
saith your experience to these divine trutlis? Are you the Lord’s wit-
ness, that he hath brought you ot of darkuess into hismarvellous light 2
And, on the other hand, while you witness for the Lord, doth the
Holy Ghost witness with your spirit, that you are a child of God? Ro-
mans, viii. 16.  Oh, itis blessed and precious indeed, when we cau and
do sef to our seals that God is true, since none but a seif-existing and al-
mighty God, in covenant in Christ, could save the soul of a poor sinuer !

14 9 Thus saith the Lorp, your redeemer, the
Holy One of Israel; for your sake I have sent to
Babylon, and have br ought down all their nobles,
and the Chaldeans, whose cry s in the ships.

15 I am the Lorbp, your Holy One, the creator

of Israel, your king.

The title whxch upen this occasion, the Lord takes to himself, is most
gracious: for as th(. Church was about to be led into Babylon, nothing
could more tend to keep up the spirits of the people during their cap-
tivity, than the recollection that still Jehovah was their Rcdeemer'
And, Reader, is not the same view always precious to a child of God,
when the encmy seems to triuuph with a high hand? Iseiah, lix. 19.

16 Thus saith the Lorp, which maketh a way
in the sea, and a path in the mighty waters :

17 Which bringeth forth the chariot and horse,
the army and the power? they shall lie down to-
gether, they shall not rise: they are extinct, they

are quenched as tow.

It is worth observing how often, under the Old Testament dispen-
sation, the Lord reminds the Church of that wonderful deliverance which
he wrought in Egypt, and at the Red Sea, by way of teaching the peo-
ple, in the review of past mercies, to be iooking for renewed manifesta-
tions ; Micah, vi. 4, 5.

18 ¢ Remember ye not sthe former thmas,
neither consider the things of old
19 Behold, I will do a new thing: now it shall

spring forth : shall ye not know it? I willeven
3G 2
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makea way in the wilderness, and rivers in the
desert, ,

20 The beast of the field shall honour me, the
dragons and the owls: because I give waters in
the wilderness, and rivers in the desert, to give
drink to my people, my chosen.

21 This people have I formed for myself: they

- shall shew forth my praise.

The last of these verses gives a full answer to the inquiry, wherefore
the Lord so favoured Israel? All is for the divine glory; and all that
glory is in Christ; Ephes. i. 10. " Rev. iv. 11. Oh, how truly blessed,
to behold all glory given to our glorious Head, Christ Jesus, that all
may terminate in Jehovah’s glory, and open a source of never-ceasing
praise to the Father, Son, and Spirit, in and through the Mediator,
Christ Jesus! Jokn, xvii. 1.

22 But thou hast not called upon me, O Jacob;
but thou hast been weary of me, O Israel.

23 Thou hast not brought me the small cattle.
-of thy burnt offerings : neither hast thou honour-

.ed me with thy sacrifices. I have notcaused thee
to serve with an offering, nor wearied thee with
incense. , ;

24 Thou hast bought me no sweet cane with
money, neither hast thou filled me with the fat of
thy sacrifices: but thou hast made 1ne to serve
with thy sins, thou hast wearied e with thine ini-
quities.

Reader, do not fail to overlook the very great tenderness of this
expostulation, which the Lord makes with his people. What did the
Lord look for, and expect in his people? Evidently, from what is
here said, the Lord was jealous of their not calling upon him: Jacob,
father of the Israelites, was remarkable for keeping up acquaintance, by
prayer and communion with the Lord. And the Lord bad never
said to the praying seed of Juacob, Seek ye my face in vain. But it seems
the children did not turn after their father; they neglected to come to

~ the mercy-seat; they grew shy of the Lord; they brought mnot the to-
kens of love in sacrifices and offerings. Reader, doth not the blush
of shame tinge our faces, while hearing God’s charge against Israel for
this negleci, under a consciousness that we are equally guilty? Pre-
cious Jesus, how truly humbled do I feel my soul in the very moment
that I read of Israel’s .nattention, under a deep sense of my own!
Is it possible that so much Iove in Jesus can be requited with so much
indifference? Yes! for I feel it, and groan under it; Remans, vii, 24,
235, ‘

.
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25 1, even I, am he that blotteth out thy trans-
gressions for mine own sake, and will not remem-~
ber thy sins.

What a verse of mercy, grace, and goodnessis here! One might
Jjustly have been led io expect, after what the Lord had said in the pre-
ceding paragraph, that for such baseness and ingratitude, punishment
and correction weu'd have followed. But God’s ways are not our ways ;
nor our thoughts his thoughts: truly, as the apostle hath said, Whkere
sin aboundzth, zrace doth much more abound, Romans, v. 20 ; and all the
ways of grace are of this kind, and constrain every soul that is made a
rich partaker of it, to cry out, with the Prophet, Wio is a God like unto
thee, that purdoneth iniquity, and passeth by the transgression of the
remnant of his heritage? Micah, vii. 18, 19.

26 Put me in remembrance: let us plead toge-
ther : declare thou, that thou mayest be justified.

27 Thy first father hath sinned, and thy
teachers have transgressed against me.

28 Therefore I have profaned the princes of the
sanctuary, and have given Jacob to the carse, and

Israel to reproaches. ’

The Lord still dwells upon the subject of his grace, and Tsrael’s
nnworthiness, by way of pointing out his long-suftering, and the neces-
sity of their soul exercises. And, Reader, in this charge, you and I
may, equally with Israel, plead guilty. Ta all ages of the Church,,
it will be found the same. . 1tis our rebeliion which brings upon us
the necessary chastisements of a kind Tather. Both in original, and
actual transgression, we have d¢ll sinned and come short of God’s glory!

P e —

REFLICTIONS.

LiSTEN, my soul, to what the Lord speaks, in this most blessed and
precious chapter, to Jesus, as the Head of his church, and to his re-
"deemed in him, Read first, the promises, every one of them, as made
to the Person cf thy great Surety and Saviour; and then, from thy
union and interest in him, take them all, in Jesus, and with Jesus, for
thy portion. Say, my soul, hath uot the Lord created thee, and formed
thee; not only in the original creation of nature, but in the new creation
by grace? Hath not the Lord called thee, redeemed thee, and de-
clared thee to he his own, both by the purchase of his blood and the .
conquests of his grace? And is it not true that while the Lord saith,
This people have I formed for myself; they shall shew forth my praise;
thou art earnestly longing (o praise and glorify him for all the tokens
of his distinguishing grace? Take then the comfort of ~ll these sweet
promises, and let neither fiery flames nor stormy seas, in the most tri-
bulated path yet remaining for thee to go through, distress; for Jesus
(he saith it himself) is with thee, and will conduct thee, and carry thee
safely through them all. Oh! thou gracious Lord of all iny wmercies;
thou Holy One of Israel, my Saviour!

y
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But, my soul, pause over the blessed view which this chapter opevs to
thy contemplation, of the price thy Jesus gave for his Church in re-
demption. He saith, it was Egypt for her rausom, and Kthopia and
Seba. Yes, thou l)leedmg Lamb of God! thou didst indeed make a
dear, dear purchase of thy Church, and didst buy her, out of the hands
of infinite Justice with a sum perfectly incalcul: able. Al the riches and
treasures of Egypt, ad all the pearls and gold of Ethiopia and Seba,
sink to nething, in comparison of the mhmte, and never-to-be-fully com-
pensated in vaiue, blood of Christ. Ob! how precious must have been
thy Chureh in thy sight, thou dear Redeemer, when neitherJesus stop =
ped short in giving hituself for her, nor God the Father kept back the
Son, the only Son of his bosom, for her redemption? My soul, .never
lose sight of this; but, in the blessedness of the contemplation, conti-
nually say with the apostle, He that spared not his own Son, hut delivered
“him up for us all; how shall he not with him also freely give us all
things?

Be humbled to'the dust, my soul, while, in the view of such divine
goodness thou callest to mind thine own undeservings.  Oh, thou kind,
thou tender, thou compassionate Lord Jesus! IHave I caused thee to
serve with my sins, and wearied thee with mioe iniquities? Do [ remit
my visits to a throne of grace, and seldom go there unless necessities
constrain me? Is it so, my honoured Lord, that there is a backward-
ness in my very nature to the love of thee, and the desire after thy com-
pany? Lord! how is it, that [ am every day condemuing what I every
"day again trespassin; and find occasion still to mourn over, what still
again marks my conduct? Obh, precious Jesus! undertake for me; and
deliver me, Loyd, in thine own time, which is the best time, from the
body of sin and death, into’ the glorious liberty of the sons of God.
Jesus will make me free, and I shall be free indeed! Amen.

CHAP. XLIV.
CONTENTS.

This Chapter is but a continuation of the sume subject as that of the
Jormer.  The Lord is comforting and ' encouruging his .church ; and
pronrouncing judgment against her enemics.

ET now hear,O Jacob my servant ; and Israel,
whom T have chosen :

2 Thus saith the Lorn that made thee, and
formed thee from the womb, which will help thee;
Fear not, O Jacob, my servant; and thou, Jesu-
run, whom I have chosen. ,

3 For I will pour water upon him that is
thirsty, and floods upon the dry ground: I will
pour my spirit upon thy seed, and my blessing
. upon thine offspring:

4 And they shall spring up s among the grass,
as wxllows by the water courses.
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5 Oneshallsay, I am the Lorp’s; and another
shall call Zimself by the name of Jacob; and an-
other shall subscribe wiie his hand unto the I.orb,

and surname Jimself by the name of Israel.

Nothing c«m be more lovely or “blessed than what is contained in these
gracious prowmises, if read, as they are evidently designed, as made, first,
to tite person of the Lord Jesus Christ, as Medmiol ; and, sewnd!y,
to all fiis seed in him. T hope the Reader is, by this time, s0 well
acquainted with his Bible, as not only to hear Jesus called Jehovaly’s ser-
vant, without being offended at the Son of God's humiliation; but aiso
to see and enjoy a blessedness in the naime. Had not the Lord Jesus,
when he took our name and nature, put himself into covenant engage-
ments to stand in our law-room and place, as Jehovah’s servaut, never
would our redemption by his blood and righteousness, have been accom-
plished. But now, in fulfilling all righteousaess, and coming down to
the lowest state of humbleness, for the purpose of obedxence, he hath
been made sin Jor us, who knew no sin, that we might be made therigh-
teousness of God in him; 2 Cor. v. 21. Philip. ii. 6, 11.  And how truly
blessed is it to behold, in all things, and in all offices, what the Lord
Jesus became, as the sinner’s Surety and Saviour, by God the Father’s
own appointment! All the promises here made tothe IHead of the
Church, and his people, are by Him who made and formed the human
nature of Christ, when giving him a body for the purposes of redemp-
tion, and engaging to help him throughthe whele of the vast undertaking ;
see Psalm, xl 6 Ixxxix. ]9——24, cxxxix. 13—106. Hebh. v. 4, 5.
Then follow the promised blessings to Christand his seed; and oh! how
truly blessed is it to see the barren, dry, and w1ldemess state of poor
perishing souls, made flourishing and fruitful, in and through their wnion
with Christ Jesus? And when God the Father remembers his everlast-
ing covenznt with bis dear Sou, and pours out his Spirit from on high;’
then all those blessings follow, which are here described. One salth
another confirms it, and all deliberately make a voluntary surrender of
themselves to be the Lords, when once the Holy Ghost hath brought
them to see and know who ‘@hnst is, and what Christ is, and hath made
them willing in the day of his power? Soug, ii. 16. 1 Cor, vi, 10, 20,

. 6 Thus saith the Loxrp the king of Israel, and‘
his redeemer the Lorp of hosts; I am the first,.
and I am the last; and beside me there s no God.

7 § And who, as I, shall call, and shall de-
clare it, and set it in order for me, since [ ap-
pointed the ancient people? and the things that
are coming, and shall ccme, let them shew unto
them. ‘

8 Fear ye not, necither be afraid: have not I
told thee from that time, and have declared it ¢
ye are even my witnesses. Is there a God beside
me? yea, Hzere s no God: I know not an Y.
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What sublimity is in these verses! How truly delightfal to see the
Lord Jehovah claiming his rightful sovereigaty, and rcvedlmu himself
under such glorious and distinguishing characters! There needs no
comment upon what the Lord here saith of himself. Reader! let us
be humbled to the dust in the contemplation of Jehovalr’s glory.

9 9 They that make a graven image are all of
them vanity ; and their del lectable thmm. shall not
proﬁt and they are their own vntnesses, they
see not, nor know; that they may be ashamed.

10 Who hath formed a god, or molten a graven
image that is profitable for nothuw 2

11 Behold, all his fellows shall be ashamed; and
the workmen, they are of men: let them all be
gathered together, let them stand up ; ye they shall
:tear, and they shall be ashamed together.

12 The smith with the tongs both worketh in
the coals, and fashioneth it thh hammers, and
worketh it with the strength of his arms: yea, he
is hungry, and his .strenoth faileth; he drinketh
no water, and is faint.

13 The carpenter stretcheth out his rule; he
maketh it out with a line ; he fitteth it out with

lanes, and he marketh it out with the compass,
and marketh it after the figure of a man, accord-
,ma to the beauty of a man; that 1t may remain
in the house.

14 He beweth him down cedars, and taketh the
cypress and the oak, which he strengtheneth for
himself among the forest: he planteth an ash, and,
the rain doth nouush it.

15 Then shall it be for a man to burn: for he
will take thereof, and warm himself: yea, he kin~
dleth i, and baketh bread ; yea, he maketh a god-
and worshippeth #/; he maketh it a graven image,
and falleth down theleto

16 He burneth part thereof in the ﬁre, with
paxt thereof he eateth flesh ; he roasteth roast, and
is satisfied: yea, he warmeth hmself, and saith,
~Aha, I am warm, I have seen the fire :

«
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17 And the residue thereof he maketh a god,
even his graven image: he falleth down unto it,
and worshippeth #, and prayeth unto it, and saith,
Deliver me, for thou art my god.

18 They have not known nor understood: for
he bath shut their eyes, that they cannot see;
aad their hearts, that they cannot understand.

19 And ncne considereth in his heart, neither s
there knowledge nor understanding to say, I have
burned part of it in the fire; yea, also I have
baked bread upon the coals thereof; I have roast-
ed flesh, and eateus i : and shall I make the resi=
due thereof an abomination? shall I fall down to
the stock of a tree? :

20 Ile feedeth on ashes: a deceived heart hath
turned him aside, that he cannot deliver his soul,
mnor say, Is there not a lie in my right hand?

What a fine contrast does this view of the dung-hill god of
a man’s own creating, form with what weunt before, in which the glory
of Jehovah is so sublimely set forth! If there were not facts existing
to prove it, would it ever be credited, that any man, much less multi-
tudes of men, should be found weak enough in intellect to form an
image of wood, and fall down before it in worship? But, Reader! re-
mark from it, to what an awful state is man reduced by the fall. Oh!
how truly blessed is it here again, as in every other instance, to behold
the mercies which Jesus brought in by redemption. Jeremiah, ii. 11.

21 Remember these, O Jacob and Israel; for
thou art my servant: I have formed thee; thou
art my servant: O Isracl, thou shalt not be for-
gotten of me.

22 1 have blotted out, as thick as a cloud, thy
transgressions, and, as a cloud, thy sins: return
unto me; for I have redeemed thee.

Reader! methinks I can never say enough in calling up your atten-
tion, with my own, to observe in what endearing terms the Lord is
pleased to recommend his grace, and love, and mercy to his Israel!
And do not forget that what is here said, is said, to the person of our
Lord: first to him, and then, in him, to all his peop'c. And be not hurt
that the promise is, of blotting out as e thick cloud his tyansgressions ;
for when Jesus stood as Israel, aud, as such, the surety and ve-
presentative of Israel, his Church; he stood as clothed w_ith the fiithy
-garments of our poor fallen polluted nature. He saith himself, by the

Vor.V, 3
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spirit of prophecy, that his iniguities were gone over his head, as a
heavy burder too heavy for him, Pialm xxxvii. 4. And is it not the ex-
press doctrine of the Bible, that Jehoval leid on him the iniquily
of all his people? Indeed, had this not been the case, how would our
sins have been taken away? See, I pray you, those scriptures in coufir-
mation, and may the Holy Ghost give both you and me a right under-
standing in them: Isaiah, lili. 4—0; Geld. iii. 13.  And hear the boly
Jesus, in his cries under the weight and burden of our sins, Psalm Ixix.
1—4. When you have duly pondered this solemn, but most blessed of
all subjects, then look well for your own interest in these promises of
Jehovah, from your oneness and union with Christ, and see that you
have redemption in his blood, the' forgiveness of all your sins, accord-
ing to the riches of God’s grace ; Ephes. 1.6, 7.

23 Sing, O ye heavens; for the Lorp hath
done i : shout, ye lower parts of the earth: break
forth into singing ye mountains, O forest,and every
tree therein: for the Lorp hath redecemed Jacob,
and glorified himself in Israel.

How beautiful and lovely comes in this hymn of praise, after the
review of what went before of redemption by Christ. And how beautiful
and lovely is it to observe, that the Lord takes the whole glory and
- praise of it to himself. He is the Author and Finisher; the Orderer,
the Contriver; for in his wisdom, and love, and counsel, asd purpose,
the whole originated. And cbserve, it is Jehovah himself that here
calls upon all creation, both animate and inaniniate, to join in the
song of redemption. Oh! Reader! whata song will redemption be
in that day, when the Lord Jesus shall come to gather up his jewels!

24 Thus saith the Lorp, thy redeemer, and he
that formed thee from the womb, I @» the Lorp
that maketh all zhings; that stretcheth forth the
heavens alone; that spreadeth abroad the earth
by myself: : ' :

25 That frustrateth the tokens of the liars, and
maketh diviners mad; that turneth wise men back-

ward, and maketh their knowledge foolish ;
"~ - 96 That confirmeth the word of 'his servant, and
performeth the counsel of his messengers; that
saith to Jerusalem, Thou shalt be inbabited; and
to the cities of Judah, Ye shall be built, and I will
raise up the decayed places thereof: ‘

27 That saith to the deep, Be dry, and I will
dry up thy rivers: v

28 That saith of Cyrus, He d my shepherd,

-
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and shall perform all my pleasure: even saying to
Jerasalem, Thou shalt be built; and to the tem-

ple, Thy foundations shall be laid.

Here is a 1enewed instance of Jehoval's claiming the distinguish-
ing prerogative of his sovereignty; aud a most blessed oneitis. And
when we consider the rcasons for which the Lord thus reveals.himself,
in holding it forth for the confirmaiion of his love to his people,
nothing can be more blessed, both as it serves to display the divine
glory, and to encourage the minds of the people. The Lord here first
introduceth Cyrus by name, who in after-ages was to be raised up for
the deliveraice of his people: concerning whom the succeeding chapter
speaks more largely. '

B T ——
REFLECTIONS.

READ=ER! let us not dismiss this biessed Chapter (for it is a very
blessed ove), uatil we have first looked up for grace to gather the seve-
ral improving reflections it affords; and also looked within, into our
‘own hearts, for the discovery of our personal interest in it.

Aud first, blessed Immanuel! my soul would desire to behold thee,
as the glorous Head and Reproseatative of thine Israel, unto whom
ull these precious promises are given, and in whom they become yez
and amen to thy redeemed in thee. Yea, Lord, thou hast condescend-
ed to become all that is here said for thy Chuteh, thy body; and there-
fore, in thee, and by thee, and from thee, would my soul alone look
for ail the blessings of the covenant.

And shall I not plead ther with thee, my God and Father in Christ
Jesus, for his righteousness sake, that thou wilt do as thou hast said?
Did Jehovah promise our glorious Surety, to pour water upon him that
is thirsty, and floods upon ithe dry ground? And is not my soul
athirst for those waters of Bethlehbem; and longing for the gifts ol the
Holy Spirit, more than the hart panteth for the water-brooks? Oh!
for the sevenfold gifts of the Spirit, to be poured out from on high
on my soul, until the purched ground shall become a pool, and the
thivsty lard springs of water! And oh! for grace to give, and to be
coutinually giving the came full testimony to the truth as it is in Jesus,
that I may eall myself the Lord’s, and fully and unalterably subscribe
with my hand and whole heart, that I ain my beloved’s, and my beloved
is mine!

Bles ed Lord! weuld T say, while the heavens are singing salvation,
and the lower parts of the earth are sounding praise, let my poor lisping
tongue join the charming chorus, that the Lord hath redeemed Jacob,
and glovified himself in Israel!

CIHAP. XLV.

. CONTENTS, ,

Much is said in this chapter of Cyrus, king of Persiu: but much

more of Jesus, King of Zion. It is spoken by way of prophecy in
3 HQ
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the first relation to Babylon, but in the more direct 71;fe; ence to the
redemption by Christ.

HUS saith the Lorp -to his anointed, to Cy-

rus, whose right hand I have holden, to sub-

due nations before him; and I will loose the loins

of kings, to open before him the two leavegd gates;
and. the gates shall not be shut; '

9 1 will go before thee, and make the crooked
places stxawht I wiil break in pieccs the gates of
brass, and cut in sunder the bars of iron.

3 Aund I will give thee the treasurves of dark-
ness, and hidden riches of secret places, that thou
mayest know that I, the Lorp, which call ¢hee by
thy name, am the God of Isracl.

4 For Jacob my servant’s sake, and Israel mine
elect, I have even calied thee by thy name: I
have surnamed thee, though thou hast not known

me.

This is a most remarkable portion of the loly scripture, and very
highly merits our attention. The Lord here speaks of a man, and
a stranger too, not one of Israel, and calls him by his bame, at least 200
?'ears before the events predlcted of him were to be fulfilled. In the
istory to which this portion of the prophecy refers, we find the con-
quest of Babylon exactly answering. Profane historians relate that
Cyrus entered Babylon, by means of a subterraveous passage, opening
from the river by two -leaved gates, and at a time when from the strength
of the city and its walls, the king was carousing in full confidence of
safety. Sacred history also bears testimony to the same in the cor-
responding account; See Daniel, v. 1—06 and 30. But what is yet
more important for us to remark, is what the Lord saith concerning the
cause of this ruin. The Church’s salvation was the one sole object,
and in the very moment that the Lord raised up Cyrus, as his in- -
strument for this purpose, Cyrus himself knew not the Lord. I pray
the Reader to make this the practical improvement from this scripture;
and never to lose sight of the Lord’s design, in the Lord’s appointment
of men and things. How often, in the present hour, are men made
tle unconscious ministers of God for good to his people, although their
heart thought not so, neither did they intend it. Think, Reader, from
such a view zs this, and wh'ch is every day going on in the woild, how
dear to Jesus his Church is!

54 I am the Lorp, and t]zere ¢s none else,
there is no God beside me; I girded thee, though
thou hast not known me:

6 That they may know from the rising of the
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sun, and from the west, that ¢fere is none beside
me. I am the Loxrbp, and there is none clse.

7 § form the light, and create darkness: 1
make peace, and create evil: L the. Lorp co all

these things. :

Tt is most blessed to read those scriptures, in which Jehoval takes to
himself his supreme sovereignty. A believing soul finds great delight
in the contemplation. For, in the first place, the self existing and eter-
nal natare of Jehovah becomes the security of the Church in Jesus;
and, in the next place, those divine attributes become the pledze and
assurance for the fulfilment of all the divine engagements to the
Church in Jesus. And, Reader! do not overlook, the sweet spiritual
instruction given to us in those relations of Jehovah: if the Lord be
alone the self-existing and eternal Jehovah; and if both light and dark-
ness are of his creation; to whom shall we look: for spiritual light, to
illumine the darkness of our poor souls, blinded by the fall, but to him
who alone can command the light to shine out of darkness? Oh!
thou, who at the first creation saidst, Lef there be light, and there was
light, command the light, in the new creatioa of the souls of thy peo-
ple, to shine out of darkness in their hearts, to give the light of the
knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ! 2 Cor.
iv. 6. ‘ :

8 Drop down, ye leavens, from above, and let
the skies pour down righteousness: let the earth
open, and let them bring forth salvation, and let
righteousness spring up together; 1 the Lorp

have created it. ,

Is not this the Lord’s command? And ought not th faithful to
form their earnest prayers upon it? Reader, i would say, for myself
and for you, doth a gracious God in Christ command grace to drop as
the dew upon the souls of his redeemed, and is Jesus himself come down
as rain upon the mown grass? Oh! then for grace to say,  Lord, be
it unto us according to thy word! Come, Lord, with all thy blessed
influences upon our souls, and be thou to us all we need; wisdom,
rightecusness, sanctifica’ ion, and redemption, that all our glorying may
bein the Lord!” Psalm Ixxii. 6. Micah, v. 7. 1 Cor. 1. 30. Jamcs
i, 17.

9 Woe unto himn that striveth with his Maker!
Let the potsherd sirive with the potsherds of the
earth. Shall the clay say to him that fashioneth
it, What makest thou? or thy work, He hath no
hands? '

10 Woe unto him’ that saith unto Ais father,
What begettest thou? or to the woman, What

bas thou brought forth ?
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How beautiful and striking is this figure of the potsherd, to shew
the folly and danger of finding fault with God. Earthen vessels, struck
one against another, will break; contentions among men are foolish;
but contention against God, in any of his dispensations, of nmature,
providence, or grace, is madness itself. Equally . senseless would be
the expostulation of u child to its parent, concerning its being. What
€an a sinful fatner beget, bat a sinful child; or a polluted mother bring
forth, but pollation also? Whe can bring a clean thing out of an un-
elean? Preciovs Jesus! how blessed dost thou appear in every view,
when, in the consciousness of our corrupt state, we feel the need of that
fountain which the soldier’s spear vpened in thy side, for sin and for

z

‘uncleanness! Zech. aifi. 1.

11 Thus saith the Lorp, the Holy One of Is-
rael, and his Maker, Ask me of things to come
concerning my sons, and concerning the work of
my hands command ye me. ‘

12 I have made the earth, and created man
upon it: I, even my hands bave stretched out the

heavens, and all their host have I commanded.
Perhaps in all the Bible there is not a passage equal to this for
shewing the Lord’s graciousness af his mexrcy-seat. The expression seems’
as if the Lord had thrown the reins of governmeant inte the hands of
his people; that they might not only ask, but command. We meet with
very many passages, wherein the highest encouragement is given to poor
petitioners in Jesus's name; but here the Lord saith, Command me? 1t
1s indeed a most blessed and high proof of the gracious manner with
which God in Christ treats his people on his throne, and ought /o be
our constant encouragement, now we have such an advocate as J-sus
with the Father, whom the Father heareth always, that we may come
boldly to the throne of grace, to obtain mercy, and find grace teo kelp,
in all lime of meed. But, Reader! donot overlook what characters they
are, of whom this is said, and to whom it is spohen: it is concerning
_my sons, saith the Lord, Yea, Lord! itis because, in Jesus, thy pee-
ple are sons, that thou hast sent forth the Spirit of thy Son into our
hearts, crying, Abba, Father! When a father, and especially God our
~Father, hears the voice of his child in prayer, calling in Jesus’s name,
what will he withhold? John, xiv. 13, 14, xvi. 24. Gal. iv. 6. Hzb. iv,
16. :
13 1 have raised him up in righteousness, and I

will direct all his ways: he shall build my ecity,
and he shall let go my captives, not for price nor

rveward, saith the Lorp of hosts.

Was there ever a more blessed and gracious proclamation made by
God the Yather, concerning the person, work, and glory of the Lord
Jesus Christ, than what is contained in these words? To read this
verse with-reference to Cyrus, as some have done, is to enervate the
passage sadly, and endanger the mind to overlook the one great object
intended, For after allowing all that may be said of Cyrus, as God’s
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instrument and servant, in delivering the Church from the oppressions
they underwent in Babylon; still the tempoial mercies then ‘shewn arg
so inconsiderable, compared to the everlasting and eternal redemption
from sin, deatls, and hell by the Lord Jesus Christ, that they are not
worthy to be mentioned. And surely it is to this, all aloug, that (vod
the Father refers as the one great object of all salvation, which is ta
glorify his dear Son. Reader! keep, 1 pray you, your eyessteadily fixed
apon the glotious person of Jesus. Hear what 'God the Father, even
the Lorp of hosts saith, in this biessed verse; that it is he who hath
raised him up, called him, appointed hiw, anointed him, and blessed
+ him, as thy Redeemer. He, Jehovah alone, directed, ordered, and
crowned with success atl that Christ did in salvation. Behold the Lord
~ Jesus, in all this, building his Church, and delivering all his people ; and
all without money and without price; and then fall down on thy knees,
crying out, with the Apostle: Thanks be unto God for his unspeakable
gift; 2 Cor. ix. 15.

14 Thus saith the Lorp, The labour of Egypt,
and merchandise of Ethiopia and of the Sabeans,
men of stature, shall come over unto thee, and
they shall be thine: they shall come after thee;
in chains they shall come over, and they shall fall
down unto thee, they shall make supplication unto
thee, saying, Surely God is in thee; and there is

none else, there is no God.

As the former verse contains the proclamation of Jehowah con-
cerning the person and work of his dear Som, God-man Mediator;
0 in this, he as graciously proclaims the blessed cousequences of his
offices and labours. -And we have lived to see in part, and to partake
aiso iu the blessings of this-grace, when, as Gentiles, we have been
Yrought by sovereign grace to call Jesus our Lord. Aund the hour
is hastening, when the Lingdoms of the world shall become the king-
doms of our Lord and of his Christ, and he shall reign for ever.
Bev. xt. 15, Malachi, 1, 11, Psalm Ixxii. &ec. :

15 Verily, thau art a God that hidest thyself,
O God of Israel, the Saviour. ‘ -

16 They shall be ashamed, and also confounded,
all of them : they shall go to confusion together
that are makers of idols. ' L

17 But Isvael shall be saved in the Lorp with
an everlasting salvation : ye shall not be ashamed
nor confounded world without end.

What a beautiful contrast is here drawn, between the Lord Jehovah,
in his plan of grace and salvation, aud the trumpery of idol-worship.
Reader! you aud I shall do well to keep in remembrance what the

Lord saith in this sweet promise, of his people’s salvation: Tsrael shqll
e saved, Put this down as a truth, eternally settled and fixed, Next,
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mark the endless and unceasing nature of it, like the Lord himself who
hath promised : it shall be with an everlasting salvation. Next, take
special notice of the cause and method: Tsrael shall be saved in the
LORD. Not in Israel’s worth; not in Israel’s labour; salvation is
wholly of the Lord, and in the Lord. Lastly, behold the confidence
which a eonseious interest in Jesus, and salvation by Jesus, must beget:
Ye shall not be ashamed mor confounded, world without end. Was
there ever any thing more gracious! Did ever auny thing attach itself
mote earnestly to the very souls of men? What fowr huge volumes
for a poor redeemed sinuer are here given to Ifim in a short verse,
to read to his own heart, and to preach to other poor sinners around,
for ever? Blessed be Jehovah the speaker! Blessed be Jehovah the
fultiller! And blessed be Jehovah the Creator of faith  in the heart
of the hearer, in giving grace to believe the record that God hath
given of his dear Son. See again the 5th and Gth verses. Philip.
5 29. .
.18 For thus saith the Lorp that created the
heavens ; God himself that formed the earth and
made it; he hath established it, he created it not
in vain, he formed it to be inhabited: I am the
Lorp; and there is none else.
19 I have not spoken in secret, in a dark place
of the earth: I said not unto the seed of Jacob,
Seek ye me in vain: 1 the Lorp speak righteous-

ness, I declare things that are right.

It is blessed to observe, when God is at any lime proposing mercies
to his people, how the Lord introduceth-hjs gracious promise with the
declaration of his own glorious character, lest the greatness of the
blessing proposed should overwhelm the mind and excite fear, as if
the promise were too great to be believed. In this place, to encourage
the seed of Jacob, who are always supposed to be a praying people,
against any apprehension, and lest their conscious sense of sin should -
keep them back from the throne of grace; Jehovah takes to himself
his own glorious distinction of character. He that originally created all
things, ‘will create grace in the heart of his people; and the prayer that
he awakens in grace, he will hear, and avswer in wercy. The Pro-
phet, under tlre spirit of prophecy, describes the Lord Jesus Christ in
the days of his flesh, as proving this blessed truth; Psalm xxvii. 8.
Heb. v. 7—9. Reader! never lose sight of this in all your approaches
to the throne.

20 9 Assemble yourselves and come; draw
near together, ye that are escaped of the nations;
“they have no knowledge that set up the wood of
their graven image, and pray unto a God that can-
not save.
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21 Tell ye, and bring them necar: yea, let them
take counsel together: who hath declared this
from ancient time? who hath told it from that
time? fave not I the Lorp ? and #here s no God
else beside me: a just God and a Saviour; thereis
none beside me.

I have often read, and I hope with increasing pleasure and profit,
the blessedness of the union here made, and by Jechovah himself, of
his own glorious attributes, as maaifested in the work of redemption:.
A just God and a Saviour. Here is, at once, an everiasting distinc-
tion made hetween the true God, and the whole tiibe of dunghill-deities.
Nothing, in all the code of idol-worship, proposed such an assem-
blage, as that of blending justice with salvation: and it is only in the
person and work of Jesus, that such views ave discoverable. In him,
mercy and lruth are met together ; righteousness and peace have kissed
each other, Psalm lxxxv. 10. So that the justice of God is strikingly
set forth in puanishing sin; and bis salvation as blessedly set forth in
pardoning the sioner. Reader! what comfort is there in this view of
God in Christ, to a poor periching sinner, nunder all the alarms of a
guilty conscience! Aud how true is that scriptare, which saith, God
can be just, and the justifier of him that believeth in Jesus, Romans,
il 26. ‘ .
22 Look unto me, and be ye saved, all the ends
of the earth: for I am God, and there is none
else. C

23 I have sworn by myself, the word is gone
out of my mouth in righteousness, and shall not
return, That unto me every kuee shall bow, every
tongue shall swear.

24 Suvely, shall one say, In the Lorp have I
rightecusness and strength: even to him shall men
came; -and all that are incensed against him shall
be ashamed. '

25 In the Lorbp shall all the seed of Israel be

justified, and shall glory.

If this gracious invitation of Jesns, to lock unto him, were proclaimed
every day from the house-top, yea, from heaven iiself, it would not be
more sure, nor certain, nay, not so much so as now it is, in the blessed
word of God’s grace. And yet who is there that regards it? God
the Father commends it, Iszich, xlii. 1, &c. The Son of God com-
mends it, Tsaiah, 1xv. 1, 2. God the Holy Ghost commends it, Jokn,
i. 29. But, alas! we may take up the words of the Prophet, %and say,
as he did, Who hath belicved our report, and to whom is the arm of
the Lord revealed? Isaiah, lii. 1. Precious Jesus! give to him that
writes, and to him that reads, the hearing ear and the seeing eye,
that we may hear the voice of the Son of God, and live; Jokn

Yor. V, 31 )
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iil. 14, 15. And what a  essed consequence is said in this seripture
to result from: such lookings unto Jesus, and living upon him: Surely,
shall one say, yea, every one whom the Lord the Spirit hath brought
off from all legal frames and selt-righteonsuess; nove but such will say
it, and every one of this character must say it: fn the Lord kave [
righteousness and strength. Yes; for it is in the Lord, and not in my-
seif that [ have it. For | kave it not in any natural, not in any spiri-
tual, not in any acquired strength: I have it not in any thing wrought
by me; not in my zcal; not in my cndeavours; yea, not what is
wrought iz me; but wholly in the Lord. Oh! blessed distinction, be-
tween what some injudicious persons would fondly call inkerent holi-
ness, and the Lord’s righieonsness. Jesus is indeed made of God
to his people, wisdom and vighteousness, and sanctification and re-
demption ; but still it is Jesus that is all these, and is so made to his
people; and not in themselves or their own attainments. Oh! the
preciousness of Jesus, whose very vame is as oiniment poured forth.
Lord! be it my poition, with all the seed of Isracl, to be justified in .
thee, and by thee: and be thou my glory, that T may go forth in thy
strength, making mention of thy righteousness, even thine only. Psalm
Ixxxix. 16, 17. lxxi. 15, 10.

. - —W-—-
REFLECTIONS.

PoNDER over this lovely Chapter, my soul, again and again, nor
dismiss the sweet meditation, until the Holy Ghost hath written the
blessed eontents of it in thine jumost affection. . Behold the Lord's
love to Israel, ‘in preparing the Church, during so mauy years, for
their temporal deliverer; and calling him by his name, Cyrans, before
Cyrus was even boro. Then turn thy thoughts to the Lord jesus Christ,
and contemplate the grace of God the Fatlier, iu the sppointment and
proclamation of him, the glorious spiritual deiiverer of bis redeemed,
from all eternity. Thou, O blessed Jesus, liast indeed opened the
two-leaved gates; yes, the everlasting gates of heaven and salvation,
and made thy people josful, aud the loins of thme enemies to be
smitten asunder! Thou hast made kuown thy scvereignty and power,
and manifested that thou ast God, and that there is pone else beside
‘thee, ¢ just God and a Suvivur!

And now, thou blesserd ford! having made peace by the blood of
thy cross, to reconcile all thmgs to thy »f, dest thou open a new
and living way by thy bleod, and ever livest to keep it open by thine
intercession? Yea, precious Jesus! dost thou so endear a throne of
grace 1o thy people, as to assure us, that the works of thine hands
are subject to the piayers of thy saints: that whatsoever shall be for
th¥ glory and their good, they may command, and it shall be done!
Oh! for grace to lie lower and lower in the dust before God, in pro-
porticni as the riches of thy grace are made manifest to the soul, that
while the Lord exalts his people, they may humble themselves.

I dere not, Lord! dismiss this precious chapter, without first seek-
.ing for grace fo conyert thy command into a prayer, that while thou
.biddest e to look usto thee, my soul may feel the grace going forth

into lively. exercise, so to lopk to Jesus, as to have miné eyes en-
lightened, and to rest by faith upon Jesus, until my whole soul be
warmed info the love of God, and inte the patient waiting for Jesus
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Christ! Blessed Lord! T do pray, that mine eyes, mine heart, my
whole soul and body and spirit, yea, all the facalties thou hast given
me, may bow in love, and grace, and praise, aud prayer, before thee.
Let all the earth witness for me; yea, all the powers of heaven, that
to thee my knee bows; before thee iy whole uature joyfully bends.
Surely in the Lord have I righteousness and sirength. In the Lord
do all my powers find justification, and glory, in Christ here, and in
Chirist to all eternity. Amen.

CHAP. XLVIL
CONTENTS. -
The prophet here draws a fine contrast between the idol-gods, and
the Lord God of Lrael; and thence takes occasion to invite the people
to the love of God, and confidence in him.

KL boweth down, Nebo stoopeth, their idols

were upon the beasts, and upon the cattle:
your carriages were heavy loaden: they are a bur-
den to the weary beast. ‘

2 They stoop, they bow down together; they
could not deliver the burden, but themselves are
gone into captivity.

Bel and Nebo were the vames of two of the gods of Babylon.
Probably frem thence, one of the kings of Babylon took the name of
Belshazzar, and another that of Nebuchadnezzar. But perhaps the
former is a contraction of the word ARueal, the wellknown name
generally given to an idol; and hence the Lovd declared that he would
take that name out of the mouth of his peeple. And, as if to en-
dear himself still more, the Lord said he would be called not Baali,
which siguifies lord; but £,4i, which means husband. And was not
this an allusion to gospel tnues, when the Lord of life and glory
would take ‘our nature, and become the husbaud of his people?
Hosea, ii. 16, 17. ‘ :

3 ¥ IHcarken unto me, O house of Jacob, and
all the remnant of the house of §srael, which are
borue by me from the belly, which are carried from
the womb: : \

4 And even to your old age 1 am he: and cven
to hoar hairs will 1 carry you: 1 have made,

and 1 will bear; even & will carry, and will deli-
ver you. ‘

The Lord having, in the preceding verses, shewn the wretchedness
of idols, utterly unable to help themselves, and consequently incapable
of helping others; in these blessed words, calis upon his people to
behold him; and most blessedly sets forth the tokens and evidences
of his godhead, in grace and love, from the womb to the grave.

Reader! do not hastily pass away from the meditation of what this
sweet scripture teacheth, as it concerns yourself, and the Lord’s

2 T o
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dealings towards you, both 11 a way of nature and of grace. Did not
the. Lord carry you from the womb, yea, did he unot form you there,
and make all your members to be written before your creation 7 And
when coming fortn from the belly, was it not he that preserved you
alive, and sustained the life ke had forwed; yea, and hath preserved
it to the present hour? Think in hoew many providences, through
how many dispensations, and how many dangers, be hath brought
you? And, if you are uble to trace the woudeiiul subject in grace,
as well as in nature, think whe 1t was that formed thee in the new
creation in Clsist Jesus, and now mamtains and keeps alive, and will
keep alive, the incorruptilie seed, untio ripeness in glory, by Christ
Jesus! Oh! who that knows the whole, in nature and grace, but
wiill be ready to ascribe all to Him, to whem alone the glovy is due;
and thankfuly make Jesus, what he is, the Alphe and Omega of all;
in creation aud redemption ¥  And oh! how sure it is, that the same
Lord who bas carried from the womb, lioth of nature and of grace,
will carry on 1o old age and hoary hairs ; asd when heart, and strength,
and powers, ali fail, he will be the strength of his people’s heart, and
their portion for ever! Psalm Ixxiii, 20.

5 9 To whom will ye liken me, and make me
equal, and compare me, that we may be like?

O They lavish gold out of the bag, and weigh
silver in the balance, and hire a goldsmith : and he
maketh it a god: they fall down, yea, they wor-

~ship. '

7 They bear Lim upon the shoulder, they carr
him, and set him in his place, and he standeth ;
fiom his place shall he not remove: yea, one shall
cry unto him, yet can he not answer, nor save him
out of his trouble.

Amidst all the foliy of idolatry, there is  one feature, in which the
worshippers becomne a reproach to us: I mean, in that they spared no
expense in their religious vites. 'This seripture -aith they lavished
zold out of the bax ; aud vet how many have I known, who pot only
profess the pure gospel of Josus, but really and truly possess the power
of it, who thiough the iefains of indwelling corruption, cannot help

_ being sparing i their bouuties to their poor brethren! It is strange
“that it should be so: but the fuct is wndeniable. Lord! keep the
+ beart of him that writes, and.him that reads, from a covetous spirit !
Oh'! for grace to delight in 1efreshing the bowels of the saints with the
nether and thewpper spings of Jesus’s bounty; while Jesus gives us
both liberally to enjoy. Reader! bad not the Lord’s word said so,
could it ever-have been supposed possitile, that man’s fail would have so
far blinded his reascn, as that he should first make an image, and then
fall down to worship tire image of lis owi making? Was there ever a
folly so great and glaring? Precious Jesus! to what a state was our -

nuture universally sunk, when thy mercy proipted thee to come, and
seek and save that which was lost !

8 Remember this, and shew yourselves men:
bring it again to mind. O ve transeressors.
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9 Remember the former things of old; for I am
God, and there 1s none else : I wn God, and there s
none like me,

10 Declaring the end from the beginning, and
from ancient times the things that ave ot ycf done,
saying, My counsel shall stand and I will do all
my plcasule-

11 Calling a ravenous bird from the east, the
man that executeth my counsel from a far coun-
try : yea, I have spoken i, I will also bring it to

pass; I have purposed i, [ will also do it.

See, my soul, how Jehovah pleads with his people, and what sweet
and concescending appeals he makes to their nuderstanding, when en-
lightened by his grace! And do not overlook this precious account,
which the Lord gives of himself, in the bosom of this scripture. FHis
counsel must stand. Blessed be God for this! Embrace this solemn

truth, in an especial manner, as it coucerns the gospel of Jesus.

Here, the Lord hath by two imnuteble things, in which it is im-
possidle for God to lie, given to the leirs of promise strong consola-
tion. He will do all his pleasure : yea, he hath not only commissioned
a man, like a bird of prey, aud called him Cyrus by uvame,. to execute
his purposes in the deliverance of his peeple from Babylon, but he
bath called the Lord Jesus Christ for all thie purposes of salvation, in
delivering his people from heli, death, and the grave ; and will deliver
them thh an everlasting salvahon, world without end. Isaiah, xlv. 13,

Heb. vi. 17, 18.

12 Hearken unto me, ye stout—healted that are
far from righteousness:

13 1 bnn(f near my nghteousness ; it shall not
be far off, and my salvation shall not tarry: and I

will place salvation in Zton tor Israel my glory.

I beg the Reader to ponder over these verses, and ktep them in
remembrance. Here is God’s cali to the unhumbled in Zion, the
unawakened, unregeperaie of his people, if I mistake not: and this is
the first class the L speaks to o this sermon.  In the successive
chapters, he speaks to several-other characters, among his people, on
the saine subject. But this is to ¢he stoui-kearted : to these he pro-
poseth Jesus and bis salvation.  And observe, that Jesus and his salva-
tion is for Jehovah’s glovy, mrreedbly to all our Loid taught; John,
xvil. 12. If the Reader wshes to trace the beautiful comuection of
Jehovah’s preaching ou this subject, as addressed 1o the several cha-
racters of his Church, before he comes fo the passages themselves, he
may find the subject carried on in a progressive manner, by consulting
the scriptures in lhe way I have murked them. Iu the-e verses, the
appeal is to the sfout-learted, the unconvinced, unawaketed. In the
48th chaptel verse 17, it is 1o the called. Tn the 51st chapter, 1st
verse, itis to the followers atter Jesus. In the 5th verse of the same
chapter, it is to those who belicve in the Lovrd, but who, through the

\
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weaksess of their faith, are fluctvating, and too apt to forget thag
Jehoval’s salvation is for ever, and his vightleousness that which shalf
not be gbolished. Aund in the 7th verse of the same chapter, tire appeal
Is to those who truly krew, and as truly live up fo their privileges, in
having Christ forned in their heart the hope of glovy. According to
my view, I conceive that there is a beautiful gradation here pomted
out in the divine life: and the Reader that is taught of Ged, will,
humbly believe, find much blessedness in the eonneetion, and discover
suitable directious, as here given by the Lord, for every state. :

——-a—-—%———' i
REFLECTIONS.

Reaper! I find it good to see the Lord’s hand, in every word oﬁ*
the Lord’s scripture. While in this chapter we trace the gracious pm‘-
poses of God to his people, in setting forth the folly and weakness, a
well as the wickedness of idolatry, we discover also his: grace, and
mercy, and love. Oh! how condescending is the Lord, in thus ap-
pealing, for the testimonies of his own truth and falthfulness, to the
plamest evidences around them.

While this short, but interesting chapter, makes a general appeal to
the Church at large, how blessedly doth it more immediately*address
the ancient believer! Methinks I would have our aged fathers in the
Church very frequently peruse this precious portion, by way of forming
one. of their. songs in the house of their pilgrimage : and as they read
the gracious promises of a gracious God in Christ, compare what the
Lorﬁ saith with their own experiences; until, like Joskua’s appeal te
Israel, they can, and do say, Not one thing hath Jailed of all the good
things which the Lord their God hath kere spoken concerning: them ;
but all are come to pass as it is this day.

My venerable father! (if peradventurc these hines should fall under
the eye of one of God’s ancient believers) think, I beseech you, what -
a rich volunie of promises is here brought into one view, for yous and
how sure, if you know God’s Christ, the whole is yea und-amen in
Jesus. ~ He that first ealled you from the womb of his grace, hath borne
you to the present hour; and amidst all your growing infirmities, Jesus
is yowr Jesus still. Friends may forsake you ; your dearest and nearest
relations you may be a burden to; yea, you may be a burden to your-
self; but hear what Jesus saith, Even to your old age I am He; and
even to hoary hairs will I carry you.- The same that Jesus was when
he called you, the saime is he now 70 you, and for you; and the same
will be be for ever. Oh! the preciousness, amidst all the changes in
us, and by us, to live upou an unchangeable Ged in Christ! May
" the Lord give grace and faith in lively exercise to every believer, to
give God the credit of God, and to gatber up the feet in the bed of
death, as good old Jacob did when dying, that he may cry out, with.
him, I have waited fm thy salvition, O Lord! v

CHAP. XLVII.

CONTENTS.

The subaecf of this chapter is the destruction of Babylon. But
the Proplzet looking into gospel times, hath in view a much greater
ruin than that of the Chaldean empire ; even . the universal ruin of
Sataw’s kingdom, which, in scripture language, is called Babylon.
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The pride, cruelty, and enchantment, here spoken oy, are all typical
of the great apostuie spirit’s behaviour towerds the Church of God.

‘OME down, and sit in the dust, O virgin
daughter of Babylon, sit on the oround
there 2 no throne, O daughter of the Chaldeans:
for thou shalt no more be.called tender and deli-
cafe.
2 Take the millstoncs, and grind meal: unco-
r thy locks, make bare the leg, uncover the
thwh pass over the rivers.
g Thy nakedness shall be uncovmed yea, thy
shame shall be seen: I will take vengeance, aud [

will not meet /e as a man.

If we read these verses with aun eye to the history of Babylon, as
a people, we shall find, that the threatenings here denounced were all
literally fulfilled : Bdbylon, which had conquered all nations, was her-
self at length conguered. DBut we shall lose the whole beauty of the
seripture, if our principal attention be not directed to the spiritual sense
of what the Lord here delivers, by his servant the Prophet. For the
sins of his people, the Lord was pleased to-raise up this scourge for
them in Babylen, and caused them to be led into captivity. The Lord
doth so now. When his people break his laws, and keep not his
commandments, it forms a part in the covenant, to visit their gffences
with the rod, and their sins with scourges. Neverthe]ess, they are his
people still. Though in themselves rebellious, yet in Jesus, their
glorious head, they are accepted, Hence the Lord will correct them;
but when the correction is over, he will cast the rod away. Their
enemies shall be accounted with : and in this account, Jehovah, their
friend, meets their opposers, not merely with the strength and power
of a man, but with that of God. Oh! how fearful the judgment
io the enemies of God, and of his Christ! Oh! how blessed to the
people of God, to have God for their friend!

4 As jor our redeemer, the Lorp of hosts is his.

name, the IToly One of Israel.

Here is a beautiful break of the subject, in the Lord’s address to
Babylon. The Church, as it were, hearing what the Lord had just
before said, in his threatened judgments upon Babylon, breaks out in
a devout exclamation concerning her Lotd.  She calls him by his nanie
Goel, Redocaer; and saith of him, that he is the Lord of soverelgnty H
and, in hus helivess, the Lord of righteoustess to his people. Sweet
views of Jesus ! Iis godhead secures the everlasting and eternal efficacy
of his redemption; “and in his mediatorial holiness, all his people are
interested. The Lord of Hosts, and the Holy One of Israel, become
a suitable kinsman Redeemer, for the Church eternally to trust in, and
o glory in.

5 Sit thou silent, and get thee into ddl kness, O
daughter of the Chaldeans for thou shalt no
more be called, The lady of kingdoms.
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The subject is again resumed at this verse, and, under the image of
Babylon, the s;ience and darkness, in which the enemies of God and of
his Christ shall be finall y shut up, are set forth.

6 ¢ 1 was wroth with my people, I have pol-
luted mine inheritance, and given them into thine
hand: thou didst shew them no mercy ; upon the

ancient hast thou very beavily laid thy yoke.

I pray the Reader to remark, with me, how graciously the Lord
spieaks, even when describing the degeneracy of his people. Though
they had rebelled, and thounh the Lord was wroth with them, yet he
calls thein still Ais people., Precions thought! The Apostle Paul makes
a blessed observation upon it, ’éomans, xi, 1, 2; and the Prophet
Isaialr hath another, which shews the Lord’s care over his people, even
wheun in their captive state; for though outcasts, yet were they still te
Lord’s outcasts ; Isaiah, xvi. 4.

7 8 And thou saidst, I shall be alady for ever:
so that thou didst not lay these things to thy heart,
neither didst remember the latter end of it.

8 Therefore hear now this, thow that art given to
pleasures, that dwclest carelessly, that .sayest in
thine heart, I @m, and none else beside me ; I shall
not sit as a widow, neither shall I know the loss of
children :

9 But these two things shall come to thee in a

‘moment in one day, the loss of children, and wi-

dowhood: they shall come upon thee in their per-

fection for the multitude of thy sorceries, and for

the great abandance of thine enchantmeuts.

10 § For thou hast trusted i thy wickedness:
thou hast said, Noue seeth me.  Thy wisdom and
thy Knowledge, it hath perverted thee; and thou
hast said in thine heart, I am, and none else
beside me. ' ' :

11 Therefore shall evil come upon thee; thou
shalt not know from whence it riseth: and mis-
chief shall fall upon thee; thou shalt not be able
to put it off: and desolation shall come upon thee
suddenly, which thou shalt not know.

12 Stand now with thine enchantments, and
with the multitude of thy sorceries, wherein thou
hast laboured from thy vouth; if so be thou shalt
be able to profit, if so be thou mayest prevail.

13 Thou art wearied in the multitude of thy
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counsels : let now the astrologers, the star-gazers,
the monthly prognosticators stand up, and save
thee from these things that shall come upon thee.

14 Behold, they shall be as stubble: the fire
shall burn them, they shall not deliver themselves
from the power of the flame {hire shall not be a
coal to warm at, nor fire to sit before it.

15 Thus shall they be unto thee with whom
thou hast laboured, even thy merchants from thy
youth, they shall wander every one to his quarter,

none shall save thee.

I include the whole of these verses in one reading, because the one
great subject is the same. The enemies of God and of his Church
carry with them a general feature, namely, every thing of hatred,
and malignity to Christ and his Gospel. From the first forming of
the Church, in Egypt, to the present hour, there is but one and the
same plan manifested, and the reason is plain: the Devil’s hatred to
Christ and his seed is personal; so that, whatever else may mark the
characters of men, the war is, on this ground, universal and unceas-
ing.. It commenced at the fall, runs through all time, and will not
cease as long as the world remains. I stay not to particularize the se-
veral relations, here given, of Babylon’s sin and folly : the pride, and
self-sufficiency against God; the confidence of never being moved;
the use of enchantments and sorceries, are all so many of the cha-
racters, which in all ages mark the enemies of Jesus and his salvation.
The Reader will do well, while reading this chapter, to keep in re-
membrance its spiritual sense ; and it will much promote his improve-
ment and apprehension of what is here said by the Prophet, if he
will read with it, and compare, what the Apostle was commissioned
to deliver to the Church concerning mystical Babylon, in the close of
the canon of Scripture. Those portions mutually serve to illustrate
each other. See Revelations xvii. xviii. and xix. to the end of verse 9.

REFLECTIONS.

ONE of the most comprehensive improvements to be made at the
close of this chapter, in the view of the very different termination
set forth to the people of God, and to his enemies, may be summed
up in the words of our Prophet: Say ye to the righteous, that it shail
be well with him : Woe unto the wicked, it shall be ill with him!

Reader! take a short view of both. Behold, in the representation
of Babylon, the delicacy, splendour, pomp, and pleasure in which
she rioted for a while: but behold, again, in a moment, in one day,
what ruin followed ! Such, but in an infinitely greater degree, is the
state of all the enemies of God and of his Christ. As Jesus told some
in his days, so in every age the same are discoverable: Ye are of
your father the devil, and the work of your father ye will do. For"
the wretched wages of carnal honour, how unweariedly do they

Vor. V. 3K
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drudge in his service, wear his livery, speak his language, and pro-
mote the interests of his kingdom! And what can the end be but
Death ¢ My soul: come not thou into their secret: unio their assembly,
mine honour, be not thou united !

Behold the people of God! How often harassed and oppressed
by their foes! And when, by sin and rebellion, their Babylonish
enemies bring them inte subjection, how heavily do they sometimes
groan, being burthened: Who shall speak of their inward conflicts
with sin and Satan, and an unbelieving heart? Who shall describe
their outward fears? . In all their pilgrimage state, what exercises do
they experience from the many ups and downs through which they
pass! Nevertheless, the Lord is still bringing them on, and bringing
them through, and will at length make them more than conquerors,
through his grace helping them. Reader! be it your portion and
mine, to see that we are of this household of faith : for then we shall
go from strength to strength, amidst all the Babylonian conflicts of

our warfare, till we come to appear before our God, our Jesus, in
his Zion ! .

e}

CHAP. XLVIII

CONTENTS,

As the foregoing Chapter treated particularly of Babylon, so this
hath a peculiar respect 'to the house of Israel. The Lord, in opening
to the house of Jacob a view of their sins, plainly and fully shews,
that all the blessings bestowed upon Israel were the pure result of grace.

EAR ye this, O house of Jacob which are
called by the name of Israel, that are come
forth out of the waters of Judah ; which swear by
the name of the Lorp, and make mention of the
God of Israel, but not in truth nor in righteous-
ness. :éga
- 2 For they call themselves of the holy city, and
stay themselves upon the God of Israel, the Lorp

of hosts is his name.

The Lord opens the Chapter with a call upon his people: He gra-
ciously sets forth in what light they stood among the nations. In
profession, they were indeed his people, and from the covenant re-
lationship in which they stood to God, they denominated him as their
Lord, and themselves as the holy.city. But, in the midst of this
high profession, and thesé distinguishing advantages, their hearts
were not right with him, they had a name to live, but were virtually
dead before God. Reader! think how prone, in all ages, the peo-
ple of God have been to depart from him. Do you not, in the pre=
sent hour, feel what Paul felt, and groan as he did ? Rom. vii. 15, &c.

# 31 have declared the former things from the
beginning : and they went forth out of my mouth,
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and I shewed them, I did them suddenly, and they
came to pass.

4 Because I knew that thou ar¢ obstinate, and
thy neck ¢ an iron sinew, and thy brow brass:

5 I have even from the beginning declared i to
thee ; before it came to pass, I shewed 7 thee:
lest thou shouldest say, Mine idol hath done them,
and my graven image, and my molten image

“hath commanded them. '

6 Thou hast heard, see all this; and will not ye
declare ¢ 2 1 have shewed thee new things from
this time, even hidden things, and thou didst not
know them.

7 They are created now, and not from the be-
ginning, even before the day when thou heardest
them not; lest thou shouldest say, Behold, 1 knew
them. | ’

8 Yea, thou heardest not, yea, thou knewest
not, yea, from that time that thine ear was not
opened: for I knew that thou wouldest deal very
treacherously, and wast called a transgressor from

the womb.

Reader! mark, I beseech yon, what a gracious expostulation of
the Lord is contained in these verses. The Lord retraces the subject
from the beginning. He gives his people to see what they were, and
what he is. He takes them by the hand, as it should seem, and
leads ﬁ@tn into retirement, to consider how gracious he hath been,
and how unworthy they have proved. And in the close of this ex-
postulation, that they might behold how magnified his grace had
been, he gives them to understand that there was nothing in all this
ungrateful conduct of theirs which surprised him: for from the wombh
he knew how very treacherously they would be found. Reader! re-
mark, that of all the views to overwhelm the soul in the contempla-
tion of sovereign grace and mercy, this seems the highest and the
best: for it comes with the fullest tide. When the Lord gives grace,
in direct opposition, as it were, to our undeservings; and where
sin aboundeth, that there grace should much more abound ; what shall
we call this? And was not the Lord Jesus so given? Did our nature,
universally speaking, desire a Saviour? Did we ask the blessing?
Did we know we needed this unspeakable mercy ? Yea, did we not,
every one of us in heart and practice, if not in-words, say, We will
not have this man to reign over us? Reader! bring the subject home
yet alittle nearer,-and make it personal: How were you engaged,
when Jesus passed by and bid you live? Were you not in pursuit of

3K2
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things temporal, making, as the Apostle speaks, provision for the.
Slesh, to fulfil the lusts thereof. Nay, since the Lord called you by
his grace, how have you manifested your sense of his grace, and
your obedience ? Had the Lord treated you, as you have treated him,
where, even now, would have been your portion? Hath Jesus con-
tinued his love amidst all your undeservings; and still continues it;
yea, doth he say to thee, as to Israel, in this expostulating scripture,
I knew that thou wouldest deal wvery treacherously, and wast called a
transgressor from the womb ? Surely, under such views, if any where,
the soul will bow down to the very dust of the earth, in admiring
and adoring the riches of grace, which takes occasion from human
misery, to display divine mercy, and to constrain every child of
God to exclaim, with the Prophet, Who is a God like unto thee?
Micah, vii. 18—20. S

9 € For my name’s sake will I defer mine anger,
- and for my praise will I refrain for thee, that I
cut thee not off. .

10 Behold, I have refined thee, but not with
silver, I have chosen thee in the furnace of af-
fliction.

11 For mine own sake, even for mine own sake
will I do ét; for how should my name be polluted ?

and I will not give my glory unto another.

Reader! as in the former paragraph I called upon you to mark the
graciousness of God’s expostulation with his people; so here I pray
you to observe, how the whole of sovereign grace and love is by the
Lord himself traced up to its source: Never, never forget that it is
for Jehovah’s glorious name’s sake, that the whole creation-work and
redemption-work, hath been, and is, and will be accomplished, even
to all eternity. The song of heaven sets this forth most fully : and
the experience of the redeemed on earth is made to correspond as
fully to the same. If God pardons sin, receives the sinner, gnd pass-
eth by their iniquities, the reason is assigned : Be 4t known to you, O
house of Israel, that I do thisnot for your sakes, but for my great
name’s sake. Rev.iv. 9—11. Ezek. xxxvi. 21, 22. If the reader
would see two remarkable instances wherein the servants of the Lord
availed themselves of this distinguishing character of Jehovah, to plead
for pardon and forgiveness, and prevailed, I would refer him to Exod.
xxxii. 9—14, and Joshua vi. 6—9.

12 € Hearken unto me, O Jacob, and Israel
my called, I @ he, I am the first, I also am the
last. ,

13 Mine hand also hath laid the foundation of
the earth, and my right hand hath spanned the
heavens : when I call unto them, they stand up.
together. ' '
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14 All ye assemble yourselves and hear: which
among them hath declared these things? the
Lorp hath loved him: he will do his pleasure on
Babylon, and his arm shall be on the Chaldeans.

. Reader! observe what grace is, again and again displayed in every
verse, as we prosecute thissweet Chapter. Though the Lord began
by pointing out Israel’s rebellion, and this was followed up with ex-
postulation, yet when the Lord comes to zpeak of himself and his
covenant relationship to his people, the cloud seems at once removed,
and the brightness of his countenance comes forth in shining lustre :
and when taking to himself his great name, the glorious I AM, the
First and the Last, and therefore giving being to all his promises, he
bids Israel to hearken : Israel was his called, his chasen. How sweet,
how very sweet, are such views of the unchangeableness of him and
his purposes and promises in Christ, when the soul can discover an
interest in the “whole from an union and interest in Jesus! Rey,
xxii. 13.

15 1, ecven I have spoken, yea, I have called
him : I have brought him, and he shall make his
way prosperous. . , ‘

16 9 Come ye near unto me, hear ye this, I
have not spoken in secret from the beginning, from
the time that it was, there @ 1: and now the
Lord Gop and his spirit hath sent me.

,Though the whole passage is but a continuation of the same blessed
discourse, in which God himself is the speaker; yet I stop the Reader
under these two verses, to remark the peculiarity of what is said. 1f
Jesus, under the spirit of prophecy, be here delivering these gra-
cious truths to the Church, (as I think cannot be questioned) then
will it follow, that all the three persons of the Godhead are here in-
troduced as engaged in this blessed sermon. Jesus opened his gospel,
and spoke not in secret, but openly to the people: so he received his
commission, Isaiah vi.8—10; and so, in the synagogue, he declared
the Spirit of Jehovah to be upon him; compare Isaiah Ixi. 1, &c. with
Luke iv. 18, &c. And if Jehovah and his Spirit (as in those verses is
said to have been the case) be thus sent, who will not see, as in the

baptism of Jesus, all the three persons of the Godhead engaged in
. this act of grace, Matt. iii. 16, 17.

17 Thus saith the LorD, thy redeemer, the
holy One of Israel, I am the Lorp thy God which
teacheth thee to profit, which leadeth thee by the
way that thou shouldest go.

18 O that thou hadst hearkened to my com-
mandments ! then had thy peace been as a river,
#nd thy righteousness as the waves of the sea;
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16 Thy seed also had been as the sand, and the
offspring of thy bowels like the gravel thereof;
his name should not have been cut off, nor de-
stroyed from before me.

20 9 Go ye forth of Babylon, flee ye from the
Chaldeans, with a voice of singing declare ye,
tell this, utter it, even to the end of the earth:

say ye, The LorDp hath redeemed his servant
Jacob.

21 And they thirsted not when he led them
through the desarts: he caused the waters to flow
out of the rock for them : he clave the rock also,
and the waters gushed out.

. 22 There is no peace saith the LLorp, unto the
wicked.

How gracious the preface to all these sweet promises; and how
sure they become, in the name of the great Promiser! Reader! let
it he our earneststudy and delight to come under the teaching of this
almighty Lord, whose instructions ave sure to profit us. He teacheth
not as man teacheth : he teacheth powerfully, for his worfl comes
with power : his teachings are infallible, for ur, the Spivit of truth,
guideth into all truth; and what he teacheth will abide with his peo-
ple for ever. I shall never, said David, forget thy word ; for by it
hou hast quickened me; Psalm cxix. 93. But amidst all these blessed
promises to the Lord’s people, how solemm is the termination of the
Chapter to the ungedly! There is, there can be no peace but in
Jesus ; and the unawakened, the graceless, and the ungodly, reject-
ing the counsel of God against their own souls, and despising the
blood of the cross for salvation, ¢an find it in no other; Actsiv. 12.

REFLECTIONS.

Reaper! stand still, and see the safpation of God! Behold, as this
Chapter most blessedly sets forth, from whom that salvation comes;
by whom it is accomplished ; sn whom it is alone found ; and to whom
the whole glory results. The song of heaven, and the hymn of the
church upon earth, are both tuned upon the same note : To Jesus the
praise is given, for ke was slain, and hath redeemed us to God by his
blood.

But oh ! amidst this pleasing assurance, how painful is the thought
that neither the consciousness of grace freely given, in all that is past :
nor the continuance of grace in all that is present : nor all the hopes
and expectations of grace for all that is to come ; are found sufficient
in their persuasive pleadings, to keep alive in the soul, obedience
and the dedication of the heart to the Lord. Thou knowest, Lord,
what transgressors thy children would be from the womb; but this

1
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did not step thy bowels of love from yearning over us in our lost
estate. Precious Jesus! be thou to us still Jesus. Lord, teach us to
profit; lead us by the wayave should go: and grant that, amidst all
our unworthiness, thy grace may never depart from us: but keep us
by thine almighty péwer through faith unto salvation. And while to
the wicked there is no peace; give us that peace, in thee and thy
righteousness, keeping the heart and mind in Jesus Christ ! Amen.

T———————

CHAP. XLIX.

‘ CONTENTS. )

This most interesting Chapter contains the outlines of the covenant
of redemption; in the solemn transactions between God the Father and
God the Son, concerning salvation. This subject is curried on with-
out interruption from beginning to end.

ISTEN, O isles, unto me, and hearken, ye

people from far, the Lorp hath called me

from the womb, from 'the bowels of ty mother
hath he made mention of my name.

2 And he hath made my mouth like a sharp
sword, in the shadow of his hand hath he hid me,
and made me a polished shaft, in his quiver hath
he hid me.

3 And said unto me, Thou art my servant, O
Israel, in whom I will be glorified.

We find here some glorious speaker, calling upon the nations of
the isles to attend to him, and declaring both the authority upon
~"which he spoke, and the subject of his discourse. And if we make
application of it to the Lord Jesus Christ, as God-man Mediator, no-
thing can be more beautiful and interesting. He first demands at-
.tention ; then speaks of the persons to whom his discourse was di-
fected ; and then of his authority, and the object of his call. And
Jesus, and Jesus only, was and is all this; and of no other could it be
said or spoken: God the Father is said to have given his dear Son zo0
be a light to lighten the Gentiles, and to be the glory of his people Is-
rael; Luke ii. 32. And from the womb of all eternity, was Jesus
“called, yea, in the volume of the book was it written of him. If the
Reader will comparc what the beloved Apostle John saith of the book
of the divine decrees, which was in the hand of him that sat upon
the throne, and which none was found worthy to open but the Lamb
that had been slain; he will be led perhaps to the sense of the pas-
sage, and discover that the Bible itself is but the transcript, in the
revealed part of it, of what was written therein: Rev. v. 1—10,
Psalm xl. 6—8. And when the hour approached for the open revela-
tion of Jesus, the angel declared his name, as we read, Matt. i. 21,
But we must not stop here. God the Father, who called Christ to the
work, is said to have fitted him for it. So the covenant terms ran,
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Psalm Ixxxix. 19—24, Perhaps the. hiding-of Christ‘fivight refer to
what Paul speaks of the mystery of redemption, kid from ages and
generations, Fphes. iii. 4—10. The mouth of Jesus, like a sword,
hath reference to the power and sovereignty with which' ke spake as
never man spake.  The word of Christ is said to be quick and power-
Jul, Heb. iv. 12. John v.25. Psalm. xlv. 5. Lastly, God’s owning
him iz thé work, as well as calling him z0 the work, is most blessedly
set forth in this passage : Christ, as Mediator and Surety, isJehovah’s
servant, the Husband of his Church and people; and I hope the
Reader will not overlook, what is as sweet a part as.any, that Christ
takes, in this passage, the name of his Church. It is-an usual thing
in life for'the wife to take the name of her husband ; bLut Jesus, in
his unequalled condescension, here takes the name of his wife, and is
called Zsrael. Precious Lord Jesus! what humility was thine!

4 Then I said, I have laboured in Vain, I have
spent my strength for nought, and in vain, yet
surely my judgement is with the Lokp, and my
work with.my God. o

5 9 And now, saith the Lorp, that formed me
from the womb ¢o be his servant, to bring Jacob
again to him, Though lsrael be not gathered, yet
shall I be glorious in the eyes of the Lorp, and
my God shall be my strength.

What a striking resemblance doth this bear to the preaching of
our Lord, when upon earth! Who that reads in the Gospel of the
contenipt poured upon the person and office of Jesus, but must be
struck with this description, John. i. 11.  And how blessed is it to
behold the promised acceptance of Christ’s person, however slighted
by the rulers and pharisees. Reader! never forget in whom all res
demption is: and by whom all acceptation is given to the persons and”
offerings of his people. '

6. And he said, It is a light thing that thou
shouldest be my servant to raise up the tribes of
Jacob, and to restore the preserved of Israel: I
will also give thee for a light to the Gentiles, that
thou mayest be my salvation unto the end of the

earth. ,

I do not desire to strain any passage of scripture, beyond its plain
meaning : but I would humbly ask the Reader, whether these words
do not seem to convey as if the very heart of God the Father was
going forth in Jove and delight upon the person of his dear Son, as
the Mediator and Surety of his people. See those sweet scriptures,
Psalm it 8. John x.7. And do not forget, whenever contemplating
the glorious work of salvation, that Jehovah calls it m1s, Sweet gpd
delightful thought !




CH. XLIX.] ISATAH. A4

7 Thus saith the Lorp, the redeemer of Israel,”
and his holy One, to him whom man despiseth,
to him whom the nation abhorreth, to a servant
of rulers, kings shall see and arise, prifices also
shall worship because of the Lorp that is faithful,
and the holy One of Israel, and he shall choose
thee. *

8 Thus saith the Lorp, In an acceptable time

have I heard thee, and in a day of salvation have
1 helped thee : and I will preserve thee, and give
thee for a covenant of the people, to establish the
earth, to cause to inherit the desolate heritages ;
* 9 That thou mayest say to the prisoners, Go
forth; to them that are in darkness, Shew your-
selves : they shall feed in the ways, and their
pastures shall be in all high places.

Was there ever a more striking, and decisive passage than this,
in confirmation of the greatness and glory of his person and cha-
yacter, to whom the words are addressed? Jehovah first gives him
his own glorious and distinguishing name : the Redeemer of Israel,
and his Iloly One. And, Reader, do pray observe, how the Re-
deemer is called: his Holy One; that is Jehovah’s Holy One; for
Jesus, in his mediatorial character, is the Christ; that is, the sent,
the anointed of God. 1 hope you know your Redeemer in this sense.
Peter did, and found it most blessed, Matt. xvi. 13—17. And if we
read the words, his Holy One, as IsracV’s Holy One, it is still blessed ;
if Christ our Redeemer be God’s Christ; so is he his Church’s also.
Precious consideration! Jehovah next points to his wonderful humilia-
tion; which, indeed, was such as was never before heard of: not
only one man, for many despised him; but the nation at large ab~
horred him.

" He was despised in his persen, his offices, his perfections, his at-
tributes, yea, in all things, as the most abject of men. See Matt.
xxvii. 43. John ix. 29. His attributes were also contemned ; though
wisdom itself, yet said they, how knoweth this man letters, ‘having
never learned ? John vii. 15.  His omniscience was reviled : Prophecy,
say they, wunto us, thou Christ, when they had blindfolded him, who
is he that smote thee # Matt. xxvi. 68. So again his kingly office =
If he be the king of Israel, let him come down from the cross! And
so also his priestly oflice: He saved others, say they, himself he can-
not save! Matt. xxvii. 39~~44. Hear also what the Lamb of God
saith of himself on this subject, Psalm xxii. 6—8.-~But what glory
doth Jehovah promise shall follow ? The presence of God the Father
was assured to him, in the midst of all these taunts and reproaches!
the issue of the travail of his soul was certain. And the Lord Jesus,

as the whole of the covenant, hath accomplished the purposes, and
Vou. V, 3L

/
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#is going on to the present hour to accomplish them, on the earth. Sce
thase scriptures, Zech. ix. 11. John, xi. 42. Isaiah, liii. 10—12.

10 They shall not hunger nor thirst, neither
shall the heat nor sun smite them; for he that
hath mercy on them, shall lead them, even by
the springs of water shall he guide them.

11 And I will make all my mountains a way,
and my highways shall be exalted.

12 Behold, these shall come from far: and
lo, these from the north and from the west, and

these from the land of Sinim.

' How sweetly do these verses follow what was said before : Jehovah
having guaranteed to the glorious Head of the church, every thing
needful for his personal safety and honour, here engageth to bless and
take care of his people; and, as well through a life of grace, as in
the kingdom of glory, their everlasting safety and happiness is se~
cured. See Rev. vii. 13, to the end.

13 € Sing, O heavens, and be joyful, O earth,
and break forth into singing, O mountains; for
the Lorp hath comforted his people, and will_

have mercy upon his afflicted.

This is a beautiful break in the Chapter, to call up even the in-
animate parts of nature to celebrate, -in sacred hymns; the glovies of
redemption: Heaven and earth shall sing of it, for both worlds take
part in the triumphs of redeeming grace. Luke, ii. 13, 14.

14 But Zion said, The Lorp hath forsaken me,
and my Lord hath forgotten me. ,
15 Can a woman forget her sucking child, that
she should not have compassion on the son of her
womb ? yea, they may forget, yet will I not for-
get thee. ‘
16. Behold, I have graven thee upon the palms
of my hands, thy walls are continually before me.
17 Thy children shall make haste ; thy destroy-
‘ers, and they that make thee waste shall go forth
- of thee. \ K
18 4 Lift up thine eyes round about, and be-
hold : all these gather themselves together, and
come to thee: as 1 live, saith the Lorp, thou
~ shalt surely clothe thee with them all, as with
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; .
an ornament, and bind them on thee as a bridé

doeth.
19 For thy waste and thy desolate places, and

the land of thy destruction, shall even néw be too
narrow by reason of the inhabitants, and they
that swallowed thee up shall be far away. o

. 20 The children WLiCh thou shalt have, after
thou hast lost the other, shall say again in thine
ears, The place #s too strait for me; give place to
me that I may dwell.

21 Then shalt thou.say in thine heart, Who
hath begotten me these, seeing 1 have lost my
children, and am desolate, a captive, and re-
moving to and fro? and who hath brought up
these ? Behold, I was left alone, these, where Aad

they been 2 ‘ )
The distress of Zion only makes way for the display of divine love; §
and if the people of God, in their several exercises (be they what™
they may) could but be brought to consider the unceasing and ever-
lasting care of the Lord over his people, they would like Paul, zake
pleasure tn infirmities and ‘reproaches for Christ's sake, knowing that
when most weak in themselves, those are the very seasons for being
strong in the Lord, and in the power of kis might. 2 Cor. xii. 9, 10,
Reader! 1 pray you take notice, what a very tender and interestin
image the Lord here makes use of, to dry up the tears of Zion; an
which; 1 beg the Reader to remember, is as much addressed to
mourners in Zion now, as it was then when first delivered: Cun «
woman forget her sucking child? The figuve is carried to the highest
pitch of tenderness the imagination can conceive, in order to shew
the vast superiority of that love which God bears towards his Zion,
his people.s 4 woman, the tenderest part of human nature; and a
mother also; yea, a nursing mother; and not to a child only, but to
a sucking child, who is still hanging to her breasts, and depending
upon her for every thing; can such a person forget the infant, the
son of her womb,which came forth from her own bowels, and is indeed
part of herself: and the very fulness of her breasts requiring .dis»
charge still urging also to remembrance? Isit possible, saith the
Lord, that she can forget either the child or herself? The Lord ask-
eth the question, and answers it himself: Yea, they may forge: ! Hek
compassion may give way! Sickness, a fever, with loss of semses,
death, or dying circumstahces, may induce it; yea, some mothers,
as hath been known, ‘have destroyed the fruit of their womb, te hide
their shame; and some, as the Prophet hath described jn a time of
famine, have sodden their own children for food, Lament. iv. 10.
But, saith the Lord, though all natural feelings may be lost, the ten-
der compassion’of God for his Z;og ;hall never give way ! And how
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# blessed are the promises that follow, to create faith in the hearts of
his people? Set me, saith the Church, as a seal upon thine heart, as a
seal upon thine arm. I have, saith the Lord, engraven thee upon the
palms of my hands. . And how was this fulfilled when the hands and
‘feet of Jesus were bored and fastened to the cross! Surely there can
be no remembrance like this; no memento for the believer tolook at,
as well as his Lord, to ensure an unceasing attention to his wants,
and to give every blessing that cross purchased. See Song viii. 6.
Zech. xii. 10.  And how blessedly do all the promises follow these
divine assurances,. that the Lord’s mercies upon Zion shall follow
every wasting time with tenfold fulness, so as to surprise the people
of God with the unexpectedness, as well as the greatness of salvation
by Jesus. I beg the Reader not to lose sight, that in those unspeak-
able blessings, what is said, is spoken, first, to the person of our
Lord, as the great Head of his Church; and then to his Zion, his
redeemed in him ; for such views abundantly heighten every blessing.

22 Thus saith the Lord Gob, Behold, I will
lift up mine hand to the Gentiles, and set up my
standard to the people: and they shall bring thy
sons in their arms, and thy daughters shall be
carried upon their shoulders. ‘

23 And kings shall be thy nursing fathers, and
their queens thy nursing-mothers: they shall bow
down to thee with their face toward the earth, and
lick up the dust of thy feet, and thou shalt know
that I @ the Lorp: for they shall not be ashamed

that wait for me. e

Reader! while God’s mercies to the poor Gentile church are thus
repeatedly brought to view, do not overlook the sweetness and fulness
of them, as they respect yourself. Personal intérest gives a relish to
every mercy ; in nothing more so, than our own interest in Jesus.
And when we read these mercies, as promised to the Lord Jesus so
many ages before his coming; and now feel and know’them to be
realized, so many generations after his return to glory; what an
accumulation of evidence do they bring with them, o the truth as it
is in Jesus ! Oh thou preeious Lord ! both of Jew and Gentile! how
fully hast thou confirmed thy promise, in thy one fold, under thyself
the one true Shepherd! John, x. 16. Ezek. xxxiv.23.

24 € Shall the prey be taken from the mighty,
or the lawful captive delivered ?

25 But thus saith the Lorp, Even the captives
of the mighty shall be taken away, and the prey
of the terrible shall be delivered ; for I will con-
tend with Aim that contendeth with thee, and I
will save thy children,
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26 And I will feed them that oppress thee, with
their own flesh, and they shall be drunken with
their own blood, as with sweet wine : and all flesh
shall know that I the Lorp em thy saviour and
thy redeemer, the mighty One of Jacob.

The greatness of the blessings promised in this Chapter, being so
wonderful in themselves, and so much beyond all possible expecta-
tion'to the people, who were to be made happy in the possession of
them, might well excite surprize, and occasion” doubts how, and by
what means, they should be fulfilled. If the subject be considered
spiritually, both Jew and Gentile were, by nature and by practice,
the lawful captives to sin and Satan; how then shall they be libe~
vated? Poor sinners can neither purchase their freedom by price,
nor by power. The Lord can only solve the difficulty : Jesus is
their Redeemer, and he will accomplish the liberation of his re-
deemed by both. See those sweet scriptures which shew the way,
and when you have duly pondered the blissful subject, recollect that
-the whole is for the glory of Jehovah, as the whole is accomplished
by himself; Isaiah xlv. 13, 1 Peter, 1. 18, 19. Ileb. ii. 14. Rev.v.9,

B

REFLECTIONS,

Reaper! I charge it upon you, as I desire to feel the full impres-
sion upon my own mind, that the subject, as well as the contents, of
this muost precious Chapter, be not dismissed, before all its blessed
truths, under the divine teaching, be properly received and enjoyed
in both our souls. The solemn transactions here recorded, of what
passed.between our God and Father in Christ Jesus, and our most
blessed Lord, concerning the recovery of our poor Jost and fallen
nature, are, in fact, the bottom and foundation of all grace and
mercy, given us in Christ Jesus before the world began. All that we
receive in pardon, in the regeneration of our nature, our”adoption
and high calling in Christ Jesus, our assurance of salvation in grace
here, and glory to all eternity; all are the result of those covenant
engagements, which this most blessed Chapter records, and which
took place between the high contracting parties, before the fall of
man, yea, before the foundation of the earth was laid. Pause then,
and trace the wonderful subject through all its parts. Behold God
the Father, in his love to our poor nature; who so loved us, as to
give his only begotten Son, to the end that all that believe in him
should mnot perish, but have everlasting life. Behold God the Son,
who so loved us, as to give himself for us. Behold God the Holy
Ghost, as testifying the same, in bringing the Church acquainted
with her mercies, and not only revealing the glad tidings of salva-
tion, but inclining the hearts of the children to the belief of the
truth of Jesus, and making them willing in the day of his power.
Oh! what everlasting praise, love, and adoration, have we now to
offer, and shall have eternally to present, to the holy, undivided,
glllxree'in One, Jehovah, for these unspeakable mercies of God in

rist! .

1
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Reader! let us seck grace to receive the blessed truths contained
in this Chapter, to live up to the faith, and in the enjoyment of them,
during our whole continuance upon earth, until we come to realize the -
full possessions of them in everlasting glory. Precious Jesus! may
we behold thee as the whole of the covenant. All the obligations of
it have been wrought by thee; all its blessings are from thee; and all
the concerns. of it, and of thy people’s happiness, are entrusted to
thee. Help me then, O Lord, to look more to thee in every bless-
ing, as the author and procurer of it! There is more of thee in the
most common mercies, than thy people are conscious of: thy death
hath secured our lifegthy cross hath purchased our crown! o zhes

* be glory in the Churéh throughout all ages, world without end. Amen,

&z

CHAP. L. '

CONTENTS. \ ‘
Notwithstanding certain paris, here and there, in this Chapter;,
which may, at the first glance, appear to have an historical allusion to
Babylon and the captivity : yet the great and evident point in the whole
kath reference to the Lord Jesus Christ. His person, affices, and cha-
racter, are strongly marked.

’I‘HUS saith the TL.orp, Where 45 the bill of

your mother’s divorcement, whom I have
put away? or which of my ereditors is i to
whom I have sold you ? Behold, for your iniquities
have you sold yourselves, and for your transgres-
sions 1s your mother put away. :

2. Wherefore when I came, was there no man?
_when I called, was there none to answer? Is my
“hand shortened at all, that it cannot redeem? or

have I no power to deliver ? behold, at my rebuke
1 dry up the sea: I make the rivers a wilderness :
their fish stinketh, because there is no water, and
dieth for thirst. ‘ ,

3 1 clothe:the heavens with blackness, and [

make sackeloth their covering.

The Prophet Hosea, whose ministry was not many years before
that of Isatah, hath made use of the same figure of the married
state, to represent the Mediator’s union with his people ; and here the
Prophet Isaiah adopts the same method. It is indeed, a very striking
figure, and the Lord Jesus himself seems to delight in it. See Hosea,
ii. Jeremiah, iii. 14, 15 Matt. xxii. 2. It may serve to teach us
some sweet and precious things. By the assumption of our nature,
the Lord Jesus hath shewn, that the soul is a marriageable creature to
Christ, and therefore capable of an union with him, and enjoyment ¢
in him, to all eternity. What a sorrowful thought then is it, that by
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sin we should at any time estrange ourselves from our Lord, our hus-
band; and that our iniquities should act like a bill of divorcement?
Precious Jesus! be thou our husband still, and perform the tender
office of the husband and the friend, notwithstanding our backsliding;
Jor the Lord God of Israel saith that he that hateth putting away, Ma-
lachi, ii. 16. I only add, that perhaps the expressions here denoted,
concerning the Lord’s. drying up the sea, making the rivers a wilder-
ness, and causing the fish to stink, hath respect to the display of his
miracles in Egypt, for the deliverance of his people.

4 The Lord Gop hath given me the tongue of
the learned, that 1 should know how to speak a
word in season to him that is weary : he wakeneth
morning by morning : he wakeneth mine ear to
hear as the learned. s

5 € The Lord Gop hath opened mine ear,
and 1 was not rebellious, neither turned away
back. ‘

6 I gave my back to the smiters, and my checks
to them that plucked off the hair: I hid not my
tace from shame and spitting.

7 9 Tor the Lord GGop will help me, therefore
shall I not be confounded : theretore have I set
my face like a flint, and I know that I shall not
be ashamed.

8 Ile is near that justifieth me, who will con-
tend with me? let us stand together, who s mine
adversary ? let him come near to me.

9 Behold, the Lord Gop will help me, who s
he that shall condemn me? lo, they all shall wax

old as a garment : the moth shall eat them up.

I should think it an unnecessary service to point out whom this ac-
count refers to. Every thing here spoken is so directly descriptive
of the person of the Lord Jesus Christ, that it is hardly possible to
lose sight of Jesus while reading what is here said. Of whom but
Jesus could 1t ever be said, that he had the tongue of the learned ?
Who could say to the weary, Come unto me, and ye shall find rest
unto your souls 2 Whose ear was opened, vr bored, as Jehovah’s ser-
vant, that loved his waster, loved his wife and children, and there-
fore would not go out free? Of whom but Jesus could this have

- ever been said, to the full extent? Psalm xI. 6,7, compared with
Exod. xxi. 5, 6. Who but Jesus gave his back to the smiters, and
4id not his face’ from shame and spitting? And Reader, do not over-
look as interesting a part as any, in this representation of Jesus;
namely, that it was the Lord God Jehovah, who appointed thy Surety
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to all this. Oh! what strength doth faith derive from the view,
when, in the sufferings of Christ, we trace the hand of Jehovah ap-
_pointing to all! It was this which crowned the whole, that Chrise
glorified not himself to be made an high priest: and in all he bore and
suffered, it was the Eord who laid on him the iniquities of us all,
Heb. v. 5. Isaiah liii. 6. Therefore how sure was Christ’s depend-
ence for support from the Father, to carry him through the work;
-and how sure is our dependence and confidence in him, for justifica-
tion, as the Lord our righteousness!

10 € Who /s among you that feareth the LoRD,
that obeyeth the voice of his servant, that walk-
eth 7z darkness, and hath no light? let him trust

in the name of the Lorp, and stay upon his God.

Here is the Lord Jesus;sds having the tongue of the learned, giving
a word of comfort to the 'weary and exercised soul. Reader! pray
observe how likely, yea, how proper it is, that one who feareth
the Lord, may yet'walk in darkness. But how blessed is the case of
such an one, that, howcver dark his walk may be, Jesus is at the end
to lighten it up, and in the mean time will be his light and salvation.
‘Psalm xxvii. 1.

11 Behold, all ye that kindle a fire, that com-
pass yourselves about with sparks: walk in the
light of your fire, and in the sparks that ye have
kindled. This shall ye have of mine hand, ye

“shall lie down in sorrow.

We have several examples in the ministry of God’s servants, who,
in their animated expostulations, adopt language like this. Tho
Apostle Paul, after fimshing a solemn diseourse to his countrymen,
on the subject of Christ’s redemption, makes use of the same, Acts,
xiil. 41; and what an awful darkness will that be, in which men must
lie down for ever, if they refuse all light to walk by, but of their
own kindling ; despising the light of Jesus, who is the light, and the
life of the world! Oh! {or grace, that it may never be the con-
demnation of the writer, or reader, thatJight is come into the world,
and men love davkness rather than light, because their deeds are evil!
John i 19,

e SRR B e

REFLECTIONS.

Lams of God! do I not behold thee, in this representation of the
Prophet, the man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief? And
though thou didst set thy face as a flint, amidst all the despisings of
men, when condescending to the deepest abasement; yet, Lord,
thou hadst indeed the tongue of the learned, and now, thou knowest
how to speak a word in season to weary souls, as thou didst then,
when thine own soul was put to grief, and it pleased the Lord to
bruise thee. Oht! speak to me that sweet word, in every season,
which may make me rest with full assurance of faith on thy blood
and righteousness ! -
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Why, blessed Lord, was it, that thou, who art thyself the light,
and the life of men, didst walk in darkness? Wherefore wast thou
Juserted of the Father, when, in that unequalled season of agony on
.ae cross, it forced dolorous cries from thy soul? Was it, dearest
Jesus, that thy people might know, from thy bright example, where
to look, and in whom to confide ? And wast thou for a time deserted,
and in darkness, that thy people might not be deserted for ever?
Arise, ye poor benighted souls, who now walk in darkness! Look
unto Jesus, and let him be your light, and your life, and your salva-
tion! And while others are walking in the glow worm sparks of
their own confidence, do ye behold the glory of the Lord risen upon
thee, whose light shall no more go down, neither cause thee to lie
down in sorrow, for the Lord Jesus shall be to thee an everlasting light,
and thy God thy glory !

o=

CHAP. LL

’ CONTENTS.

Here is another blessed Chapter, full of Christ, and the blessingd
of his gospel, the Lord is calling upon his people, under several en-
Adearing characters, to attend to him, as the only source of their hope
and sulvation. '

¥ ¥ EARKEN to me, ye that follow after righte-

ousness, ye that seek the Lorp: look unto

the rock whence ye are hewn, and to the hole 'of
the pit, whence ye are digged. - '

2 Look unto Abraham your father, and unto

Sarah that bare you; for I called him alone, and

blessed him, and increased him:.

In opening this Chapter, and listening to the call of God in this
verse, 1 beg to remind the Reader of the observations at the close of
tire 46th Chapter, for this is but a continuation of the same gracious
subject. Indeed, the Prophet ntay be considered, from the beginning
of the 40th Chapter, to the close of his prophecy, to be preaching
but one and the same sermon. The text is Christ, and the whole sub~
Ject is Christ, and no other. In these verses, the people, who are
seeking after the Lord, are spoken to, and particularly directed, with
a view to find him, to consider what they are in themselves, that
they may be the better prepared to know what the Lord is in himself,
and what he is to his pcople. This divine teaching was what Jesus
told his disciples, the Holy Ghost would accomplish upon the hearts
of the people. He shall convince, said Jesus, of sin, and of righte-
osusness, and of judgment. And this corresponds with what is here
said, of looking unto Abraham and Sarah; that is, lovking so unto
them, as, in their nothingness and original sinfulness, to trace our
owti; and to let God have, what is his most jnst due, all the glory of
our conversion. For Abraham, the great father of the faithful, ‘was
originally an idolater; and Sarah a daughter of Eve: and both were
of that stock, of whom it is truly said, there is none that doeth good,

Vou V. 3 M *
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no not one. Hence, therefore, when the Lord commands his people,
who are following after righteousness, and seeking the Lord, to look
back, and to look in, it is in order that they may look up to Him,
from whom alone cometh every good and every perfect gift. Reader!
you and I shall never be able rightly to value the Lord’s righteous~
ness, until convinced that we have none of our own: then Jesus will
be indeed precious as a Saviour, when we feel, and know, and are
convinced, that we are poor lost sinners.  Gen. xi. 31. Rom. iv. 1--3.
John, xvi. 7, 8. 1 Peter, ii. 7.

3 For the Lorbp shall comfort Zion: he will
comfort all her waste places, and he will make
her wilderness like Eden, and her desert like the
garden of the LLorD; joy and gladness shall be
found therein, and thanksgiving and the voice of
melody.

This sweet promise comes in very, blessedly, after the humbling
Hiews the Lord had-bid the seekers after him to take of themselves
iThe Lord will give grace to the humble; and he that gives grace,
gives also glory. Itis He who wounds, and He who heals. Jaues,
iv. 6. Psalm Ixxxiv. 11, Deut. xxxii. 39,

4 9 Hearken unto me, my people, and Five
ear unto me, O my nation; for a law shall pro-
ceed from me, and I will make my judgmeats to
rest for a light of the people. ‘

5. My righteousness s near: my salvation is
gone forth, and mine arms shall judge the people:
the isles shall wait upon me, and on mine arm:
shall they trust. Co

6 Lift up your eyes to the heavens, and look
upon the earth beneath: for the heavens shall
vanish away like smoke, and the earth shall wax
old like a garment, and they that dwell therein
shall die in like manner: but my salvation shall
be for ever, and my righteousness shall not be

. abolished.

Here is another gracious call of the Lord, full of mercy and love,
like the former; seémingly directed to those who have not only
sought the Lord, but are joined in covenant to him, and know him
The Prophet Jeremiah hath described them under these characters,
Jerem, 1. 4, 5. How truly Dlessed is the Lord’s proclamation to all
such! God owns thetn for his people: to them belonk the whole of
gospel privileges; and as all the promises in Christ Jesus ar: their
own, becanse Christ is their ownj; so his righteousness is theirs. even
for ever! And all these blessings ave for ever; never to be forfeited,
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never to be recalled. They begin in the Lord ; and, like the occan
which seads out all its rivers and streams, and receives them back
again; so what begins in the Lord ends in him. So saith the song
in heaven, Rev. v. 9. Redemption from Jehovah is the first cause,
and redemption zo Jehovah is the end. Reader! doth not your heart
leap for joy in the contemplation ? ‘

7 q Hearken unto me, ye that know righte-
ousness, the people in whose heart /s my law, fear
ye not the reproach’ of men, neither be ye afraid
of their revilings.

8 For'the moth shall eat them up like a gar-
ment, and the worm shall eat them like wool:
but my righteousness shall be for ever, and my

salvation from generation to generation.

Here is another gracious call of the Lord, in which the subject is
carried to its height: for it is to such as have not only sought the
Lord, and followed after his righteousness, but have also found him.
And these are the people, who, according to my apprehension,
both know Christ as the Christ of God, and live upon him. The
Lord himself defines their characters: The people in whose heart,
saith the Lord, is my law: that is, Christ, the end of the law  for
righteousness, to every one that believeth ; and in whose heart he is
formed, and reigns, and rules, as zhe kope of glory. They walk in
Christ, act every grace upon Christ, and perform every duty in the
strength of Christ. Jesus is their all, for life, for strength, for grace,
for salvation. Reader! is it thus you know rightcousness? Are you
of that people, in whose heart the Lord’sdaw 1s? If so, every thing
else is, as the Lord speaks, moths and worms. What are all the re-
proaches of men, if Jesus dwell within, and whispers peace? What
ate all men’s despisings, if God saith, Ye are my people ?

€ 9 Awake, awake, put on strength, O arm
of the Lorp; awake as in the ancient days, in
the generations of old. Ar¢ thou not it that hath
cut Rahab, and wounded the dragon?

10 Ar¢t thou not it which hath dried the sea,
the waters of the great deep, that hath made the
deptl;s of the sea a way for the ransomed to pass
over

11 Therefore the redeemed of the Lorp shall
return, and come with singing unto Zion, and
everlasting joy shall be upon their head; they
shall obtain gladness and joy, and sorrow and

mourning shall flee away.
3M2
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This precious portion seems to be as in answer to what had
been,_ said before. The Lord had been giving exceeding great and
precious promises to his people, and now his people, as with ong
voice, makes the Lord a thankful answer, in prayer and praise, that
God would do so. It is the language of strong faith, offered up -in
Christ Jesus. For the arm of the Lord is Christ, Deut. vii. 19; hence,
when the Prophet complains of fhe little success of preaching of the
gospel, he calls it ke arm of the Lord, Isaiah, liii. 1; and' hence the
Reader will also perceive that the Prophet is celebrating Christ in
that arm of the Lord, which cut Rahab, and wounded the dragon;
and dried up the sea, and led his people through. For who is meant
by Rahab, but Pharaok, the dragon, the leviathan; and what seq
was this but the Red Sea? This ¢s he, saith Stephen, which was in
the Church in the wilderness, Acts, vii. 38. Reader, how blessed is
it to trace Christ, in all the redemption of his people! See those
scriptures, Habak. iii. 8, to the end; Psalm lxxiv. 13, 14. And ob-
serve, in this latter scripture, how the sacred writer makes that
triumph of God’s people over Pharaoh and his host, to be as meat to
them in the wilderness ; meaning, that in the experience of the Lord’s
victory then, they found food to keep alive therr faith, in all the after
exercises they were called to. And what is the final song of triumph,
but the same? Isaiah, xxxv. 10. Rev. xv. 3.

12 1, even 1 am he that comforteth you: who
art thou, that thou shouldest be afraid of man
that shall die, and of the son of man whick shall
be made as grass? )

13 And forgettes’g the Lorp thy maker, that
hath stretched foifh the heavens, and laid the
foundations -of the earth? and hast feared con-
tinually every day, because of the fury of the op-
pressor, as if he were ready to destroy? and
where is the fury of the oppressor ?

14 The captive exile hasteneth that he may be
loosed, and that he should not die in the pit, nor
that his bread should fail.

15 But I am the Lorp thy God, that divided
the sea, whose waves roared : the LLORD of hosts
7s his name.

16 And I have put my words in thy mouth, and
I have covered thee in the shadow of mine
hand, that T may plant the heavens, and lay the
foundations of the earth, and say unto Zion, Thou
art my people.
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This is the Lord’s answer, agreeably to that promise, Isaiah, Ixv.
24, And observe how the Lord proposeth comfort to his people, even
in himself. As if the Lord had said, « The deliverance at the Red
Sea was great; but let your joy for that deliverance be in me, the
giver.” Redemption is blessed, but the Author of it is more so.
The Lorb is the only comfort, and the comforter of his people; and
how childish is it to fear man, while the Lord is our refage! The
child-like fear of the Lord will drive out all fear of men or devils;
just as the fire of the sun will extinguish the fire of the hearth.
Oh! for a knowledge of ‘this, in all the circumstances of life! 2
Cor. 1. 3. )

17 € Awake, awake, stand up, O Jerusalem,
which hast drunk at the hand of the LoRrD the cup
of his fury; thou hast drunken the dregs of the
cup of trembling, and wrung them out.

18 There is none to guide her among all the
sons whom she hath brought forth : neither is there
any that taketh her by the hand, of all the sons
that she hath brought up.

19 These two things are come unto thee: who
shall be sorry for thee? desolation, and destruc-
tion, and the famine, and the sword: by whom
shall I comfort thee? .

20 Thy sons have fainted, they lie at the head
of all the streets as a wild bull in a net: they are
full of the fury of the Lorp, the rebuke of thy
God.

21 Therefore hear now this, thou afflicted, and
drunken, but not with wine.

22 Thus saith thy Lord, the Lorp, and thy
God, that pleadeth the cause of his people, Be-
hold, I have taken out of thine hand the cup of
trembling, even the dregs of the cup of my fury,
thou shalt no more drink it again.

23 But I will put it into the hand of them that
afflict thee :*which kave said to thy soul, Bow
down, that we may go over: and thou hast laid
thy body as the ground, and as the street to the
that went over. :

How very beautiful and gracious is this! It seems as if the Lord
would answer his people in their own w#kds. The church bad called
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upon him to awake; and now the Lord bids Jerusalem to rouse up
herself, in his strength. The Lord puts her in remembrance how she
had been exercised, and had tasted of the gall and the wormwood ;
but now, in redemption by Christ, she shall drink of it no more.
Andfas a poor fretful sinner, until relieved by the redemption of
Jesus, is entangled and wnable to get free, like a bull in a net; so
when the Son hath made the sinner free, he then is free indeed ;! Oh'!
the misery of sin! Oh! the rich salvation of Jesus! God be praised
for his unspeakable gift! John, viii. 36. 2 Cor. ix. 15,

£

REFLECTIONS.

On! for grace to seek the Lord, and to follow after righteousness
Blessed the soul, that is thus taught of God; he will hearkén unto
the Lord. Let it be iy portion, O Lord, so to do, and to be the
follower of them, who through faith and patience, inherit the pro-
mises. And surely, blessed Jesus, I shall fix my eyes, and heart,
and affections} all on thee, and prize thy rich salvation whiled keep
in remembrance the rock from whence I was hewn, and the hole of
the pit from whence I was digged. °

"Oh! for grace, yet in larger, fuller portions, to know the Lord,
and so to know him, as to live upon him by faith, until I arrive ta
the full and everlasting enjoyment of him by sight! Such are the
privileges of thy people: Lord, let such be mine! Then shall I not
fear the reproaches of men, nor regard their révilings. Occupied
with higher objects, my soul will unceasingly be engaged in con-
templating thee, and the fulness of that righteousness, which is for
ever, and thy salvation, which is from generation to generation.
Awake then, O Lord, and cause me to triumph in thy strength ; ‘and
oh! that, through thee; my sonl may be perpetually awake to follow
thee in the regeneration, that when thou comest to make up thy
jewels, § may be fgti'nd"f among the. redeemed of the Lord, whick
skall return and coméwith singing unto Zion, when everlasting joy
shall be upon our heads, and we shall obtain gladness and joy; and
so?’réwt.c'él‘h;d mourning shall flee away! Amen.

CHAP. LI

CONTENTS. '

The Lord Jesus, by his servant the Prophet, is still comforting his
Church; calls upon her to live upon, and rest in the full enjoyment of
his free salvation ; holds forth many sweet promises, and points to the
loveliness of his servants, by whom he sends his gospel of peace.

WAKE, awake, put on thy strength, O Zion,

put on thy beautiful garments,*O Jerusalem,

the holy city : for henceforth there shall no more

come 1nto thee the uncircumcised, and the un-
clean. . , B

2 Shake thyself ftom the dust: arise, and sit
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down, O Jerusalem : loose thyself from the bands
of thy neck, O captive daughter of Zion.

Was there ever a more gracious, amore encouraging invation given
for sinners to be made happy, than is here held forth, in the person
of the Lord Jesus Christ? Jehovah had before commanded his peo-
ple to take hold of his strength, to make peace with him; and pro-
mised that they should do so: and here the Lord sheweth what that
strength is, and how it is to be received. For what is the strength
of Zion, but the salvation of Jesus; and what is the beausiful gar-
ments of Jerusalem, but his robe of righteousness? And who can
put it upon the believer, but God the Holy Ghost? Oh! how pre-
cious is 1t to see Jesus in every thing! See.saiah, xxvii. 55 and to
the same amount, Job, xxiii, 3 to 6. John, xvi. 13, 14. And when
the Church of Jesus is thus clothed, thus adorned, as a bride for her
husband, how perfectly free is she from all captivity, and all un-
cleanness; John viii. 36. 1 Cor. vi. 11, Rev. xxi. 2. Ephes. v. 25-27.

3 For thus saith the Lokp,, Ye have sold your-
selves for nought : and ye shall be redeemed with-
out money. :

4 For thus saith the Lord Gop, My people
went down aforetime into Egypt to sojourn there,
and the Assyrian oppressed them without cause.

5 Now therefore, what have 1 here, saith the
Lorp, that my people is taken away for nought ?
they that rule over them, make them to howl,
saith the Lorp, and my name continually every
day s blasphemed. ' |

Reader! pause, and admire the beauty, as well as the grace, dis-
played in this scripture. The Lord had a right in his people, by
creation, when they sold themselves to sin. When the devil broke
into this our world, he came as a thief and a robber. The Lord did
not lose his right by the devil’s plundering, nor our épostasy; and,
therefore, we were still his by right. Moreover, the sale we made
of ourselves, was neither for his profit, nor our advantage. And,
therefore, as the whole was an act of fraud, our redemption should
be without money, and without price. But oh! how infinitely pre-
cious and invaluable was the purchase! See what the Apostle saith
of it, 1 Peter, i. 18, 19. And what a vassalage is sin! How do
poor burdened sinners groan, when they come to feel the chains of
sin, of Satan, of an awakened conscience, the terror of God’s broken
law and justice, and the dread of temporal and eternal death !

6 Therefore my people shall know my name:
therefore they shall know in that day, that 1 em he
that doth speak, behold, s I.

How very blessed and refreshing does this verse come in, after
what went before! And, Reader, remark that this regard which
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Jehovah hath to his great name, is the best of all pessible arguments
for his people, when going to a throne of grace in Christ. See how
Moses, how Joshua, dwelt upon it: yea, observe how the Lord him-
self rcfers every thing of grace which he purposeth, to this one glo-
rious consideration; Exod. xxxi. 9—15. Joshua, vit. 5—9 Ezek.
xxxvi. 22, 23. Reader! do we truly know the Lord’s name, and is
this gracious promise ours in Christ Jesus ?

7 ¢ How beautiful upon the mountains are the-
feet of him that bringeth good tidings, that pub-
lisheth peace, that bringeth good tidings of good,
that publisheth salvation, that saith unto Zion,
Thy God reigneth !

8 Thy watchmen shall lift up the veice, with
the voice together shall they sing : for they shall
‘séee eye to eye, when the Lorp shall bring. again

ion.

9 Break forth into joy, sing together, ye waste
places of Jerusalem : for the Lorp hath comfort-
ed his people, he hath redeemed Jerusalem.

10 The Lorp hath made bare his holy arm in
the eyes of all the nations, and all the ends of

the earth shall see the salvation of our God.

What glerious tidings of salvation must they be, when the very
feet of those who bring them, are accounted by the Lord himself to
be beautiful!  This is indeed good news from a far country; and
when the soul that hears the joyful sound, knows by heart-felt ex-«
perience, that Jesus reigneth in and over all his affections, this is @
oy unspeakable and full of glory. 1 cannot dismiss this view of the
beautifulness of the feet of Jesus’s sent servants, without reminding
the Reader how Jesus honoured them; see John xiii. 3—5; neither
can I look at the servants, without still having my mind more fully
led to the contemplation of the master. Reader! think hew beautiful
were the feet of Jesus when he came over the mountains of sin, in
our nature, and published peace im his blood! Think how the feet
of Jesus appeared when on Mount Calvary they were nailed, for us
and our salvation, to the cross! Oh! thou upequalled pattern of
every thing beautiful and lovely! And how blessed are the promises
that follow! Zion’s watchmen shall sce, eye to eye, when redemp-
tion here promised, was completed ; and was it not so, when they
saw Jesus, face to face, in the days of his flesh, when he manifested
his glory, and his disciples believed on bim? John, ii. 11. It is not
so now, in every instance, both in the Jewish and the Gentile
Church, where the Lord hath made bare his holy arm, and the be-
lieving soul cries out, as holy Simeon, [Mine eyes have scen thy sulva-
tion! Luke, ii. 30. And will it not be so in that day, when the Lord
shall make up his jewels, when ezery eye shall see him, and he shall

- S §
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come to be glorified in his saints, and to be admired in all that be-
lieve ? Rev. 1.7, 2 Thess. i. 10.

11 ¢ Depart ye, depart ye, go ye out from
thence, touch no unclean 7ing, go ye out of the
midst of her, be ye clean, that bear the vessels of
the Lorb. ’

12 For ye shall not go out with haste, nor go
by flight: for the Lorp will go before you: and

the God of Israel will be your rere-ward.

Probably the Prophet had his eye upon the deliverance of the peo-
ple from Egypt; and it is probable also, that he connected with this
view of what was past, the deliverance that was to come, when the
Babylonish captivity,' like the Egyptian should be over. But far
greater prospects, no doubt, the Prophet had in contemplation, when
he thus spake. The glorious redemption of poor sinners, by the
Lord Jesus, called for this haste to depart, and to take nothing with
them, when brought to see and feel their dreadful captivity in sin,
and the pollutions of it. Oh! with what haste, like Lot’s flight from
Sodom, would men flee from the wrath to come, did they but know
the things which make for their peace, and before they are for ever
hid from their eyes. Reader! do not overlook how this sweet scrip-
ture declares the everlasting presence of Jesus with his people. The
pillar of the cloud, and the pillar of fire, are still with all the re~
deemed. Exod. xiii. 21, 22. Matt. xxviii, 20.

13 9 Behold, my servant shall deal prudently,
he shall be exalted, and extolled, and be very
high.

g14 As many were astonished at thee (his visage
was so marred more than any man, and his form
more than the sons of men).

15 So shall he sprinkle many nations, the kings
shall shut their mouths at him : for that which had
not been told them, shall they see; and ¢/t which

they had not heard, shall they consider. .

The Prophet could not help following up what he had said in the
preceding verse, of the Lord’s presence, with somewhat of the Lord’s
person. And what a lovely, though short account, hath he given
of him! How he speaks of his person, his visage, his form; and
how of his conduct and humble demeanour! How he describes the
treatment he should meet with, and his lamb-like deportment under
it! Precious Lord Jesus! is it so? was it so?—Is it said that Moses
was exceeding fair; and that thou, Moses’s Lord, hadst a form marred
more that of any man! Lord, teach me to distrust all I see in man,
and seek for nothing of comfort or of hope, but in thee enly !
Rom. xv. 21.

Vor. V. 3N



458 ISATAH. [cH. LI

REFLECTIONS.

Reaper! may it be your mercy and mine, that, while reading
£his blessed scripture, we may both awake, at the call of Jesus, and
put oh his beautiful garments of salvation, and find strength to our
souls in his righteousness! May we have grace to shake ourselves
from every defilement, and never let those souls of ours be again
sullied with sin, after having been washed, and made white in the
blood of the Lamb. .

And do thou Lord, who hast redeemed us without money, fulfil all
thy precious promises, which this chapter contains. Give ‘us to
know thy name, and the glories of it; and may we make use of it,
by faith, for every occurrence. Thy name is woNDERFUL; and thou
wilt perform wonders for thy people. Thy name is cracious; and
thou wilt be most gracious, in pardoning iniquity, transgression, and
sin. Thy name is the uEarEr o praver; and thou wilt be found of
all them that call upon thee. Yea, Lord! so full and blessed is thy
name, in every situation of thy people, that whatever names our
wants may create, thou, Lord, hast a nanie infinitely beyond the
whole, and able to answer all.  Oh! then, cduse me to know thy
name, that I may put my trust wn thee.

And while I read with what pleasure my God himself beholds the
feet of his servants, whom he sends to publish, in his holy mountain,
tidings of peace; let me welcome the faithful messenger, in the name
of the Lord: and, above all, may it be my constant delight to sit at
the feet of Jesus, to hear the gracious words that proceed out of his
mouth !

Blessed servant of Jehovah! let me never cease to look on thee,
never cease to love thee, never cease to adore thee! Let the kings
and great ones of the earth shut their mouths at thee ; be it my por-
tion o behold thy fuce in righteousness, so shall I be satisfied, when I
ewake, with thy likeness. )

L

CHAP. LIIL

CONTENTS. -

This may very well be called the Chapter of Chapters, concerning
the” Lord Jesus Christ; in whick the two great features of his cha-
racter are drawn to the full : the sufferings of Christ; and the glory
¢hat should follow. The Prophet, under the Holy Ghost, most blessed-
Yy sets forth the Lord Jesus, under both.

WHO hath believed our report ? and to whom

is the arm of the Lorp revealed ?

The Gospel of Christ is a report, and full of glad tidings of good
things ; yet so very generally is it despised and scorned, that the
question 13 here put, Who hath believed it? Reader! when we con-
sider who Christ is in himself, and how essentially necessary his sal-
vation is to all men; it'becomes a matter of wonder that all men,
universally speaking, do not embrace it in transports of joy. But,
on the other hand, when we consider how sunk and fallen our nature
is, even to the total ignorance of our ruin, it becomesa matter of still
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greater wonder, that any should receive it. Nothing, indeed, but
sovereign grace can accomplish it in the heart. It is the Lord, that
must make Ais people willing in the day of his power ; Psalm cx. 3.
Philip. i. 29. .

2 For he shall grow up before him, as a tender
plant, and as a root out of a dry ground : he hath
no form nor comeliness: and when we shall see

him, there is no beauty that we should desire
him.

Reader! do mark the prominent features, which the Holy Ghost
here gives, of your Redeemer: then turn to the original, as he ap-
pears in the Evangelists, and compare the striking likeness. How
did Jesus appear when he was born in the streets of Bethlehem #
Was there ever a moré tender, a more exposed plan: #  And, do ve-
mark, that this growing up is said to have been before Jehovah. And
as his obscure birth hath nothing attracting in it, so neither had his
person : aroot dry; a form of ne comeliness. Precious Lord Jesus!
was this the state thou wert pleased to make choice of, in coming to
seek and save thy people ?

3 He is despised and rejected of men, a man of
sorrows and acquainted with grief: and we hid as
it were our faces from him; he was despised, and

we esteemed him not.

As his person was without attraction, so the treatment he received
corresponded to it. So very ungracious was the general abuse and
contempt of him, that he said himself, I am e worm, and no man;
a wery scorn of men, and the outcast of the people; Psalm xxii. 6.
And they who should have countenanced him, blushed te own him
for a time, and kid their fuces from him. What a subject of wender
and astonishment is all this !

4 9 Surely he hath borne our griefs, and car-
ried our sorrows : yet we did esteem him stricken,
smitten of God, and afflicted. ‘

Nothing can be more decisive than what this verse contains of the
causes and ends of Christ’s sufferings and death. They were wholly
as the surety and representative of his people; nor can any thing be
more satisfactory to the confirmation of the faith of the believer, than
when we do esteem the Lord Jesus in this gracious character, as
stricken and smitten of God, as the sinner’s surety.

5 But he was wounded for our transgressions, he
was bruised for our iniquities ; the chastisement of
our peace was upon him, and with his stripes we
are healed. '

6 All we like sheep ha;lre gone astray : we have

3N2
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turned every one to his own way, and the Lorp
hath laid on him the iniquity of us all.

It is most blessed and delightful, everlastingly to view Jesus, in
all he did and wrought, as the sinner’s surety. Christ is never to be
looked at, or regarded as a private person, but as the public head of
his redeemed; and to endear this view of Christ still more, it is
blessed to trace the hand of God the Father in all that concerns re-
demption. Did Jesus bear my sins in his own body on the tree?
Then he did it, that I might be made the righteousness of God in
him. And it was God the Father, not himself, who laid those ini-
quities upon him. Reader! I know not whether you enter into a rich
enjoyment of those precious things; but to see the hand of God the
Father in all, is what gives stability and confidence to our trust,
and demonstrates that our faith is not found in the wisdom of men,
but in the power of God; 1 Cor. ii. 5. )

7 He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, yet
he opened not his mouth : he is brought as a lamb
to the slanghter, and as a sheep before her shearers
1s dumb, so he openeth not his mouth.

8 He was taken from prison and from judg-
ment : and who shall declare his generation? for
he was cut off out of the land of the living: for
the transgression of my people was he stricken.

9 And he made his grave with the wicked, and
with the rich in his death, because he had done
no violence, neither was any-deceit in his mouth.

Who that attends to these words, and beholds Jesus led forth to
crucifixion can hesitate to apply them to the person of Christ, and ta
him only ? Had Isaiah seen him led to Calvary ; had he been pre-
sent to witness the taunts and reproaches of the multitude; bad he
heard all that passed before Pontius Pilate, and seen the events which
followed ; surely it were impossible that he could have then described
the person and character of the Lord Jesus more fully than he hath
here done. ~ The expression being taken from prison and from judg-
ment, is uncommonly striking, and plainly confirms the doctrine of
his propitiatory offering.  For being cast into prison, and taken from
judgment, fully proves that in all this Jesus stood as the believer’s
head, and not as a private character. Therefore, when he was cast
an, the debt of his people was the cause; and his being taken out,
is a. plain proof that the prison keeper was paid, and the prisoner
could no longer be left in confinement. If the Son shall make you
Jree, you shall be free indeed, John, viii. 36. Making his greve with
the wicked, and with the rich in his death, received a literal accom-
plishment, in the tomb of Joseph of Arimathea, the honourable coun-
sellor; and his being crucified between two thieves, as literally ful.
filled the Prophet’s other prediction, i i



cH. 1111.] ISATAH. 461

10 9 Yet it pleased the LoorD to brutse him,
he hath put Zim to grief: when thou shalt make
his soul an offering for sin, he shall see his §eed,
he shall prolong hus days, and the pleasure of the
Liorp shall prosper in his hand.

11 He shall see of the travel of his soul, and
shall be satisfied : by his knowledge shall my righ-
teous servant justify many : for-he shall bear their
iniquities. |

12 ‘Therefore will T divide him a portion with
the great, and he shall divide the spoil with the
strong : because he hath poured out his soul unto
death: and he was numbered with the trans-
gressors, and he barc the sin of many, and made

intercession for the transgressors.

This pleasure of Jehovah, at the sufferings and bruises of Jesus,
opens a sweet and consolatory thought to the faithfnl ! So very great
and important, in the sight of God the Father, are the bruises which
Jesus received for his Church, that in the blessings of redemption,
consequent upon them, the Lord Jelovah took delight to behold them,
knowing th&t by his stripes we are healed. Not all the blood of
beasts, on a thousand altars; neither all the services of angels and
men, through endless generations, and for ever, vould do that which
was ddfie by the bruises and putting to grief, which Jesus sustained.
Hente the soul-travel of Christ, which he felt, both in the garden
and on the cross, to bring forth the blessed. fruits of it, in the real
conversion of sinners to God. Christ’s travailing pains for his peo~
ple are until he is formed in the heart, the hope of glory. And the
assurance that these points are to be accomplished, the promise of a
secd to serve Christ is beautifully introduced, and declared to be so
great, and so finished, that Jesus shall himself be satisfied, and see of
the travail of his sou!l, in the multitude of sinners converted to the-
doctrine of the cross. Blessed promise to our glorious Head, and in
him to all the seed ; for all is yea and amen to the glory of God the
Father in Christ ; Psalm lxxii. throughout.

e R e

REFLECTIONS.

My soul ! ponder well this blessed, this glorious, this divine chap-
ter; and do not dismiss it, until the Lord hath both taught thee the
many gracious things contained in it, and brought home all that is
said of Jesus to thine own experience and joy. And when dismissing
it from thy present review, dismiss it but for a shert season, and let
thy frequent return to it, in solemn meditation, testify how very pre-.
cious every part and portion of it is in thy esteem.

Beheld here, my soul, thy Jesus, under his twofold character, in
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which the Spirit of Christ, which was in the Prophets, did signify,
when testifying of his sufferings, and the glory that should follow.
And as thou passest over the several parts of the chapter, see whether_
thou art not conmstrained to cry out, in the same words as the Lord
Jesus himself did, when he made the hearts of his disciples burn
within them in the account: Qught not Christ to have suffered these
things, and to enter into his glory ? '

And oh! thou precious Jesus! who art the sum and substance of
this chapter, and of the whole Bible, give me to enter into an heart-
felt enjoyment of the greatness of what is here related of thee, in
the ali-sufficiency of thy sacrifice, and of my personal interest in it.
Yea, Lord! Isee that thou hast, by the dignity. of 'thy person, and”’
the glory of thy work, made {ull satisfaction, yea, more than satis-
faction, for all the injuries which sin hath occasioned among
the works of God! The glory of God’s hely law, which sin had
darkened, is more than restored by the. perfect obedience of the
Lord. owr righteousness. ~ And the image of God, which sin had
defaced In man, is more than brought back to perfection in that
nature which thou hast taken, in a pure and holy portion of it, and
which, by being united to the Godhead, gives to all thine actions
and sufferings the merit of the Godhead. ©Oh'! for grace then to be-
lieve, and to stand in that belief, eternally secure, that God the
Father’s covenant promise is and must be fulfilled : Thou shalt sce of
the travail of thy soul, and be satisfied. The dew of thy birth shall
be as the womb of the morning. Thy people shall all be righteous in
thy righteousness; and in thee and thy glory they shall shine as the
stars for ever and ever. Amen. % )

i

1
CHHAP. LIV, o,
LI
’ CONTENTS. , )

The Lord here comforts the Gentile Church, by shewing her the ful-
ness of her riches in Christ, and calling wpon her to rejoice n the
consciousness of her velationship to her Lord and Husband, her Maker.
Many sweet and precious promises are contained in this Chapter.

ING, O barren, thou that didst not bear ; break
forth into singing, and cry aloud, thou tkat
didst not travail with child : for more are the chil-
dren of the desolate than the children of the

married wife, saith the LorD.

What a sweet thought is it for the believer of the Gentile Church
to cherish and keep in view, that thcy who were aliens, and strangers
to the commonwealth of Israel, are not only breught nigh by the
blood of Christ, but are more numerous than the original stock.
Jesus himself is introduced as being astonished at the vast accession
to his fold. Not that this was possible, but is only intended to re-
present, by astrong figure of speech, the joy of Christ over his re-
decmed ; Isaiah, xlix. 18—23. Reader! pause over the precious
thought, that Jesus is the husband both of Jew and Gentile; Galat.
il 23, 29,

\



cH. LIV.] ISATAHL 463

2 Enlarge the place of thy tent, and let them
stretch forth the curtains of thine habitations,
spare not, lengthen thy cords, and strengthen thy
stakes. '

3 For thou shalt break forth on the right hand,
and on the left ; and thy seed shall inherit the Gen-
tiles, and make the desolate cities to be inhabited.

4 Fear not, for thou shalt not be ashamed : nei-
ther be thou confounded, for thou shalt not be put
to shame : for thou shalt forget the shame of thy
youth, and shalt not remember the reproach of
thy widowhood any more. o

5. For thy maker #s thine husband (the Lorp
of hosts is his name) and thy redeemer the holy
One of Israel, the God of the whole earth shall
he be called. '

Every mercy, every blessing, runs from this source; Jesus is the
husband of his people. His assumption of our nature is, to all intents
and purposesy the marrying of our nature. Jesus is no longer to be
" considered as a private person, but as thc public head, surety, and
representative of our nature; therefore all blessings and promises
are made, and become yea and amen in him.**Reader! see to it,
that thou art graciously taught this most blessed of all truths, by
God the Holy Ghost; and then, from knowing thy union and one-
ness with Christ, take.to thee all the blessings in Christ, which these
verses express, and ‘which become the sure privilege of all his peo-
ple. Oh! the blessedness of secing those mercies fulfilled, and ful-
filling, in the earth!

6 For the Lorp hath called thee as a woman
forsaken and grieved in spirit, and a wife of youth,
when thou wast refused, saith thy God.

7 For a small moment have I torsaken thee, but
with great mercies will I gather thee.

8 In a little wrath 1 hid my face from thee, for
a moment; but with everlasting kindness will I
have mercy on thee, saith the Lorp thy re-

deemer.

These words form a gracious continuation of the same soul-re-
viving promises; and all in Christ. Jcsus was, and is, the husband
of his church from everlasting, By the fall;a bill of divorcement
was, as it were, written, and she was put away. By the interposi-
tion of his grace in redemption, she is again brought home; and

7
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now never more to be separated from her first love, but with ever-
Iasting kindness, nourished and cherished, in grace here, and glory
to all eternity. Prov. viii. 22—31. Hosea, ii. throughout. Jerem.
i M.

9 For this is as the waters of Noah unto me:
for as 1 have sworn that the waters of Noah
should no more go over the earth: so have I
sworn that I would not be wroth with thee, nor
rebuke thee. . "

10 For the mountains shall depart, and the hills
be removed, but my kindness shall not départ
from thee, neither shall the covenant of thy peace

#be removed, saith the LorD, that hath mercy on

thee.

The Lord is here pleased to make use of two very striking repre~
sentations, to shew the unalterable nature of his covenant promises
in Christ to his people; namely, the covenant made at the deluge,
and the durableness of mountains. To this hour the former holds
good; for though so many geneiations have passed, every day again
proves God’s faithfulness, Gen. viii. 21, 22; the latter may be more
easily accomplished, by the removal of mountains, thay that God’s
promises in Christ should fail; Psalm Ixxxix. 30—35. ’

11 € Oh thou afflicted, tossed with tempest,
and not comforted, behold, I will lay thy stones
with fair colours, and lay thy foundations with
sapphires. s

12 And I will make thy windows of agates, and
thy gates of carbuncles, and all thy borders of
pleasant stones.

13 And all thy children skail be taught of the
Lorp, and great shall be the peace of thy chil-
dren.

14 In righteousness shalt thou be established :
thoy shalt be far from oppression, for thou shalt:
not fear; and from terror, and it shall not come
near thee.

15 Behold, they shall surely gather together,
but not by'me: whosoever shall gather together

against thee; shall fall for thy sake. :
Every believer in Christ, as well as the Church at large, should
take comfort from these gracious promises and assutances; for while _
1 . o
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they are spoken to the Church in general, they are intended for the
special and personal consolation of every individual believer. And
most sweet they are! Tried and tempted souls are afflicted souls,
tossed about like ships on the tempestuous waters; but there shall be
peace in Jesus. The New Testament Church, like the Jerusalem
above, shall be glorious in her Lord’s presence and favour, as those
streets above are said to be paved with gold and precious stones. And,
what is yet infinitely more sure to give comfort, all the children of grace
shall be well taught, as well as well accommodated ; for the Lord
himself will condescend to beccome the teacher. And the conse-
quence of this divine teaching is, that they shall come to Christ, and
find all peace in him. Our blessed Lord himself was pleased to
quote this passage, and apply it to himself, as concerning him and
his gospel, John, vi. 45. Reader! do not forget to make applica-
tiou also of the blessed doctrine of our Lord upon it, and put down
for thy comfort, what cannot be denied, that if thou art come to
Christ, it is, and must be the sole result of divine teaching. Ephes.
iv. 20, 21. '

16 Behold, I have created the smith that blow-
eth the coals in the fire, and that bringeth forth an
instrument for his work, and 1 have created the
waster to destroy. s

17 9 No weapon that is formed against thee,
shall prosper; and every tongue that shall rise
against thee in judgment, thou shalt condemn.
This is the heritage of the servants of the Lorb,
and their righteousness s of me, saith the Lorbp.

The gracious Lord, still going on to satisfy and silence the fears of
his Church and people, here condescends to make use of another si-
militude, to testify the firmness and unalterable engagements of his
covenant and his people’s safety. The smith cannot make a weapon
to destroy without God’s permission; for both the smith and the
weapon, the fire that forms it, and the iron formed, all are no other
than creatures and instruments, and can act no farther than the Lord
permits and appoints. Every body, and every thing, is subject to
God’s control, and therefore can never act without his commission.
And the Lord speaks of these watchings of his over his people, not
as a thing limited to certain characters or situations only, but as the
general inheritance of all his servants, whose righteousness is in
Jesus. Isatah, xlv. 24, 25. :

REFLECTIONS. ‘
Reaper! shall we not join this hallelujah, for redemption to the
Gentile church, when we, as poor Gentiles, have, or:’ought to have,
so much interest in it? Hath Jehovah indeed wbuchsafed salvation,
and granted repentance unto life, to the Gentiles also; and shall not
we glorify God, for the unspeakable gift? Do you not know, have
Vor. V. 30
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you not felt, hath not God the Holy Ghost opened your eyes to see,
that we were once afar off, aliens to the commonwealth of Israel, and
strangers to the covenant of promise, having no hope, and being
without God in the world? And are we now brought nigh by the
blood of Christ; married to Jesus, and made heirs of God, and joint
heirs with Christ? And shall we not sing the song of salvation to
- God, and to the Lamb? Oh! for grace to enter into the full per-
sonal enjoyment of this sweet scripture, and to take part with the
Gentile Church, breaking out on the right hand and on the left, and
to feel interested in all that concerns Zion.
: And oh! thou blessed, glorious, gracious Husband of thy people !
we would hail thee as our maker, redeemer, surety, husband, friend !
Thou art indeed the Holy Oue of Israel, the God of the whole earth!
Thou art indeed,. in one and the same mément, our Ishi, our Jesus;
for thou hast said, I am marricd unto you, saith the Lord; and I will
take you, one of a city, and two of a family, and I will bring you
to Zion. Bring all thy redeemed, Lord, where thou thyself art, to
behold thy glory, for thou hast said, Where I am, there shall my ser-
vant be. . -

And do thou, blessed Jesus, until thou comest to take all thy ran-
somed home, fulfil all those gracious promises, to our soul’s joy.
Noah’s waters shall no more cover the earth, neither shall the Lord
be angry with his redeemed in Jesus. Though mountains melt at
thy presence, thy people shall behold thy face with joy.. Jesus will
teach, Jesus will comfort, Jesus will be the portion of his afflicted.
Hearken, ye enemies of the cross, hearken to what our God hath
said, in these sweet promises, and: give over all your fruitless attempts
to hurt his anointed. No weapon shall be formed to hurt them; for
the smith, the maker of weapons is under the control of our God.
Both the heritage and the righteousness of God’s people are in him-
self; how then can any fail? * Be wise now, therefore, O ye enemies
of my God, for he that is his people’s portjon, will be his people’s
glory and defence. Let every foe hear, and tremble; whosoever

shall gather together against any of Christ’s little ones, shall fall for
Christ’s sake! Hallelujah! Amen.

CHAP. LV.

CONTENTS.

We have here a continuance of the same blessed subject as before.
As the Prophet had held forth Christ’s person, and then his Church ; so
here these blessed’ subjects are followed with gracious invitations, pro-
mises, and assurances of mercies in him.

HO, every one that thirsteth, come ye to the

. waters, and he that hath no money; come
ye, buy and eat, yea, come, buy wine and milk

without money, and without price.

" 2 Wherefore do ye spend money for that which

¢s not bread? and your labour for that which: sa-
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tisfieth not? hearken diligently unto me, and eat
ye that which is good, and let your soul delight it-
self in fatness. \

3 Incline your ear, and come unto me: hear,
and your soul shall live, and I will make an ever-
lasting covenant with you, even the sure mercies

of David.

The Reader will not fail to remark, in the very opening of this
precious chapter, what an uniformity runs through all gospel pro-
clamations. They are general, they are great, full, free, and exten-
sive. Every one individually, both Jew and Gentile, bond and free,
shall be welcome to Christ, if Christ be welcome to them. Yea,
the Lord will answer before they call. If they do but thirst for Jesus,
it is a proof that he hath made them willing in the day of his power;
Isaiah, Ixv. 24. Psalm cx. 4. John, vii. 37—39. How swect and
gracious is this? The waters they are called unto, mean the word,
the ordinances, and the several means of grace in the gospel: and
the sacred viands, milk and wine, mean the body and blood of Christ.
Jesus is all this, and infinitely more than all: For kis flesh is meat
indeed, and his blood is drink indeed; Song, v. L. John, vi, 33—58.
The method of purchase differs from all others in the world; it is
without money, and without price! Sweet consideration, and blessed
encouragement to the. poor and needy, who have nothing to buy with,
and nothing to offer. The reason is obvious: Christ, the pearl of
great price, is not sold, but given: moreover, if he were saleable,
who could purchase ? See 1 Peter, i. 18, 19. When all these things
are considered, how delightful is the counsel of Jesus, Rev. iii. 17,
18. I only detain the Reader with one observation more on this
passage, just to remark, that as all these mercies in Christ are ge-
neral, free, full, and extensive; so are they, in Christ Jesus, sure
and everlasting ; liable to no change, incapable of being lost or taken
away ; for they are the sure mercies of David; alluding to God’s
covenant engagements with our spiritual David, the Lord Jesus
Christ: compare 2 Sam. xxiii. 5, with Acts xiii. 34. After such
gracious declarations as these, what™weakness and folly must it be to -
seek redemption in any thing short of Christ, or in any thing but
Christ! This, in the language of this scripture, like the man that
spends his substance for chafl, and not bread ; and his labour for that
which cannot satisfy.

N

4 Behold, I have given him for a witness to the

people, a leader and commander to the people.
How sweet and blessed is this declaration of Jehovah, cuncerning
the Lord Jesus Christ. Here he is revealed under those distinguishing
characters. And is he not the faithful witness in heaven? Called of
God the Father, hath he not witnessed the whole truth of God, by
his spotless life and holy death? Yea, doth he not now, by his
blessed Spirit,” confirm the whole, in the hearts, and lives, and con-
sciences of his people? Is he not the leader, the captain, the com-
mander, of his little army, in guiding, directing, strengthening,
302
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———
and making more than conquerors, all his chosen, through this wil-
derness, to his kingdom above ?

5 Behold, thou shalt call a nation that thou
knowest not, and nations that knew not thee shall
run unto thee, because of the Lorp thy God, and
for the holy One of Israel; for he hath glorified
thee.

Reader! do observe, that as, in the former verse, Jehovah spoke
of Christ, so here, now blessedly he speaks to him. And this pro-
mise is among the covenant engagements, that when he made his soul
an offering for sin, he should see of the travail of his soul, and be
satisfied ; Isaiah liii. 11,

6 9 Seek ye the Lorp while he may be found,
call ye upon him while he is near.

7 Let the wicked forsake his way, and the un-
righteous mah his thoughts: and-let him return
unto the Lorp, and he will have mercy upon
him, and to our God, for he will abundantly

ardon. '

Oh! how blessed is it to see the earnestness with which the Lord
pleads with his people. The gospel is called the ministry of re-
conciliation, 2 Cor. v. 18; and this notion carries with it the state of
man before the fall, as béing a state of amity and friendship. We
cannot be said to return to the Lord, but under the idea that there was
2 time when our nature was in friendship with the Lord ; which was
indeed the case when Adam came out of the hands of his almighty
Creator, pure and holy. Butwhen he fell, all his children fell in
him, and with him. Hence, when redemption is proclaimed, in and
by Christ, the recovery from sin to salvation is called a rezurn.

- What a beautiful and gracious invitation, seen in this point of view,
doth these verses contain; and how sure of acceptance in Jesus!
Psalm xxvii. 8. Ephes.1.6. ~

8 € For my thoughts are not your thoughts,
neither ere your ways my ways saith the Lorp.

9 For as the heavens are higher than the earth,
so are my ways higher than your ways, and my
thoughts than your thoughts.

Among a thousand testimonies in proof of this doctrine, as if to
draw an everlasting line of distinction between the perfections of
Jehovah and the character of all his creatures, this of grace and
mercy in the thoughts and ways of God’s works! What an un-
measurable distance is this little globe from the unlimited heavens,

_and the unknown worlds with which we are surrounded! And yet
these inconceivable disproportions are nothing, in point of opposi-
tion, to the pardoning grace of God in Christ, compared to the guilt
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of man. Reader! it is our contracted notion of things, which makes
us limit the Holy One of Israel. If the loftiest mountain were cast
into the sea, the top of it would be lost, and totally covered; and
the Prophet says that such is the fulness of grace and mercy in Christ,
when God casts all our sins into the depths of the sea of Christ’s blood ;
Micah vii. 18—20.

10 For as the rain cometh down, and the snow
from heaven, and returneth not thither, but
watereth the earth, and maketh it bring forth and
- bud, that it may give seed to the sower, and bread
to the eater:

11 So shall my word be that goeth forth out of
my mouth : it shall not return unto me void, but
it shall accomplish that which I please, and it shall

prosper in the thing whereto I sent it.

Here are more sweet images and similitudes, to describe the great
and wonderful properties of God’s sovereign grace in Christ Jesus.
How doth the snow and the rain from heaven come down? Often
unperceived ; often in large showers; sometimes gentle; always un-
sought for, and unasked. Such, then, is the grace of God; it
waiteth not for man, neither tarrieth for the sons of men. He saith
to the snow, Be thou on the earth: likewise to the small rain, and to
the great rain of his strength, Job, xxxvii. 6. And oh! how blessed
is it to observe, that this grace of God in Christ cometh as the rain
from' heaven ! not only before we ask it, but before we know that we
stood in necd of it; 'yea, it cometh in opposition to all éur unde-
servings and rebellions. - Oh! Lord! how dost thou surprize thy peo-
ple with thy grace? And how is the word of thy grace made pros-
perous in the souls of thy people, wholly from thine own almighty
power! Micah. v.7. Psalm lxxii. 6. .

12 For ye shall go out with joy, and be led
forth with peace: the mountains and the hills
shall break forth before you into singing, and all
the trees of the field shall clap their hands.

- 13 Instead of the thorn shall come up the fir-
tree, and instead of the brier shall come up the
myrtle-tree : and it shall be to the Lorp for a
name, for an everlasting sign that shall not be
cut off.

Reader! do not fail to observe what a beautiful conclusion is made
to this most gracious chapter! Surely, itis but just and right, that
what begins in grace should end in thanksgiving! Praise s comely
Jor the righteous. And how can any, and every redeemeed soul do
otherwise than shout aloud for joy, when Jesus 1s become his salva-
tion? Such a blessed change is made from darkness to light, and
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from the power of sin and Satan unto God, that it may well be com-
pared to the removal of briers and thorns, when Jesus hath taken
them all away, and planted himself in the heart, as the fir-tree and
myrtle-tree of Lebanon. Isaiah, xxxv. throughout.

. ——————ERR———

REFLECTIONS.

Arxp is this gospel call to every poor thirsty sinner, whose soul is
scorched in this dry and thirsty land of sin? Doth Jesus indeed send
out his heralds, yea, come himself with the invitation? Do I hear
him say, as he said in the last great day of the feast, If any man
thirst, let him come to me and drink? What! is the invitation so ge-
neral, so great, so extensive, that to thirss only for Christ, is a suffi-
cient qualification to find Christ? He doth not say, If any good
man, any righteous man, any deserving man, thirst; but the pro-
clamation from the court of heaven is simply, If any man thirst!
Oh! for grace t®hear and know the joyful sound, and that he who
gives the call, may give also the thirst of soul, to come at the gra-
cious invitation. Precious Lord Jesus! let it be the portion, both of
him that writes, and him that reads, to receive, on our bended
knees, in transports of rejoicing, the unspeakable gift, and come to
the waters without money and without price. Like David, may we
cry out, “ Oh! that one would give me of these waters of our spi-
ritual Bethlehem, even Jesus and his full salvatidn, to drink > 2
Sam. xxiii. 15.

Do thou, Holy Spirit! give us, as poor sinners, to see, while read-
ing this blessed scripture, that we are they that have indeed spent
our time, 'and talents, and substance, while pursuing any thing but
Jesus, asithose who spend their money for that which is not bread,
and their labour in any righteousness but his, for that which cannot
satisfy. Do thou, Lord, incline our ear, that we may hear, and
come to Jesus, who is himself both the whole of the covénant, and
the sure mercies of David. He saith himself, who is the fasthful
witness in heaven, that he will cause them that love him to inherit
substance, and he will fill their treasures. And do thou help us, oh
thou Spirit of all truth, to have such views of the freeness, fulness,
and greatness of God’s rich mercy in Christ, as may remove for ever
all our contracted notions of sovereign grace, that we may come to
Him, who hath abounding -pardons for abounding sin, and can, and
will, save to the uttermost all who come to God by bim. And, Lord,
let thy word, like the precious influences of heaven, have free
course upon our seuls, to run and be glorified. Fulfil thine own
gracious promises; cause it never to return void, but to be blessed,
and accomplish thy merciful purposes. And then shall we go forth
here, during a life of grace, like the flourishing plants of the earth;
and ere long be among the trees of the Lord’s right-hand planting,
in the paradise of our God in heaven, in and through the glozious
salvation of our Lord Jesus Christ.
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CHAP. LVL

CONTENTS. ,

The subject of this Chapter is very different from that of the pres

ceding : it consists of threatenings, mingled with promises; cautions

to the watchmen of Israel, and an awful account of unfuithful shep-
herds.

HUS saith the Lorp, Keep ye judgment, and
do justice : for my salvation is near to come,

and my righteousness to be revealed.
2 Blessed is the man that doeth this, and the
son of man that layeth hold on it: that keepeth
the sabbath from polluting it, and keepeth his

hand from doing any evil.

It is blessed to observe with what solemnity and authority the Lord
introduceth his declarations. The Lord is speaking of his salvation
by Jesus Christ, and intimates the nearness of his coming; in the
prospect of which he enjoins the faithful to be on the look out for it,
and pronounceth a blessedness on every one found in it, and who
layeth hold upon it. I conceive that Jesus himself is here pecu-
liarly referred to; and consequently, in him, the blessing reacheth
to all his people

3 € Neither let the son of the stranger, that
hath joined himself to the Lorp, speak, saying,
The Lorp hath utterly separated me from his peo-
ple: neither let the eunuch say, Behold, I'am a
dry tree.

4 For thus saith the LLorD unto the eunuchs that
keep my sabbaths, and choose the things that
please me, and take hold of my covenant: ,

5 Even unto them will T give in mine house
and within my walls, a place and a name better
than of sons and of daughters: I will give them

an everlasting name that shall not be cut off.

The sorrow of Israel was great, if any family or tribe went child-
less; Jeremiah, xxii. 30. And the reason, over and above the com-
mon affliction of barrenness in a house, was, because the prospect Is-
rael looked to, of Christ coming out of that family, was thereby de-
feated. Moreover, by the law, any one that had a blemish was de-
prived of the honour of the priesthood, and admittance into the con-
gregation of the Lord; Levit. xxi.17. But what a rich consolation
did the Lord hold out in this scripture, in the view of the covenant,
in and by Christ, of adoption into his family. What a fulness of all
relations in one, is found inJesus! He fills all, and supplies ail,
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" and makes up the want of all. And as Elkanah said to Hunnah, how
Jauch more may we hear Christ speaking; Am not I better to thee
than ten sons? "1 Sam.i.8. Oh! for grace to have an union and
interest in that cverlastmg name of Christ, by which his people are
called, Acts, xi. 206.

6. Also the sons of the stranger that join them-
selves to the LoRD, to serve him, and to love the
name of the LorD, to be his servants, every one
that keepeth the sabbath from polluting it, and
taketh hold of my covenant :

7 Even them will I bring to my holy moun-
tain, and make them joyful in my house of
prayer : their burnt-offerings and their sacrifices
shall be accepted upon mine Caltar : for mine house
shall be called an house of prayer for all people.

This is a repetition of the same promise, varying only in expres-
sion, under the gospel dispensation. Aliens and strangers shall be as
fully instituted into the privileges of the Church, as the stock of Is-
racl.  All their offerings shall be accepted upon the New Testament
altar, which is Christ, and in him, and for his sake, shall they be
blessed; Malachi, i. 11.  Gal. iii. 26—29.

8 The Lord Gop which gathereth the outcasts
of Israel, saith, Yet will I gather others to him, be-

sides those that are gathered unto him.

This. is a blessed verse, and full of blessings to the poor Gentile
Church. Reader!s well may we of the Gentile Church prize it.
The Lord Jesus sweetly explained this, John, x. 16; and Pavl hath
described to what a wonderful extent this gathering shall be, Ephes.
i 10.

9 9 All ye beasts of the field, come to devour,.
vea, all ye beasts in the forest.

10 His watchmen are blind : they ere all igno-
rant, they are all dumb dogs, they cannot bark ;
sleeping, lying down, loving to slumber.

11 Yea they are greedy dogs, which can never
have enough, and they are shepherds that cannot
understand they all look to their own way, every
one for his gain, from his quarter.

12 Come ye, say they, 1 will fetch wine, and
we will fill ourselves with strong drink, and to-
morrow shall be as this day, and much more
abundant.
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Who, or what are meant by beasts of the:field, and dumb dogs,
may not be so easy to determine; but we cannot be at a loss to ap-
prehend the meaning of the word waschmen. The passage is very
awful, and closeth in a very awful manner. Those who minister in
holy things, may well ponder over such a striking scripture, con~
nected as it is with the charagters here spoken of. The beloved
Apostle hath marked their end, Rev. xxii. 15. Reader! let us turn
our thoughts from the distressing view of unfaithful watchmen, to
behold Him who is the true shepherd and watchman of his Church;
he watches over it every moment ; he keepeth it night and day, lest
any hurt it; Isaiah, xxvii. 8. Precious keeper of Israel! do thou
watch over me for good, and keep me by thine almighty power,
through faith, unto salvation; 1 Peter, i. 5. Psalm cxxi. 4, 5.

REFLECTIONS.

Bressep God ! how truly refreshing to the soul of a poor dry
barren believer, is the recollection of that covenant, which is ever-
lasting and sure, and ordered in all things! What, though I have
nothing ; though I am nothing; yea, though I am worse than no-
thing; yet, convinced of an interest in this, I have riches, yea,
durable riches, and righteousness, and a name better than sons and
daughters. Children are uncertain comforts, and sure cares: but
Jesus isa sure and abiding comfort, in which every promise is yéa
and Amen.

Grant, gracious Lord, that I may be among the gathered to Christ
Jesus, that on that day, when he maketh up his jewels, I may he
found among the number whom Jesus will own! And, Lord, keep
me, keep thy Church, keep all thy redeemed, from unfaithful watch-
men and shepherds. But do thou, in compassion to thy fold, give
them pastors after thine own heart, who may feed them%ith true un-
derstanding and knowledge ; and direct their souls to thee, that they
may go in and out, and find pasture.

CHAP. LVIL

CONTENTS.

The subject of this Chapter is not unsimilar fo the former. The
Holy Ghost, by his servant the Prophet, is reproving the unfaithfulness
“ of the people.  The close of the Chapter contains oné of the most sub-
Uime and consolatory representations of Jehovah, in the greatness and
graciousness of his character, that can be conceived.

THE righteous perisheth, and no man layeth
it to heart ; and merciful men are taken away,
- none considering that the righteous is taken away
from the evil to come.

2 He shall enter into peace: they shall rest in

their beds, each one walking in his uprightness.
Vou V. 3P
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The chapter opens.with remarking the inattention of the world to
the operations of God in his providences. God’s faithful servants
die, and the breach is not lamented as it ought; none considering
that by so much grace as they possessed, that portion is taken from
among men. Their prayers for Zion, those graces they exercised,
and the supplications they put up for poor perishing sinners, cease
with them. Here is cause for lamentation ; for then it may be said, °
as by the Church of old, Abraham is ignorant of us, and Israel ac-
knowledgeth us mot, Isaiah, Ixiii. 16. But for them no tears need
fall: could they speak to us, they would say, in language somewhat
like that of Jesus, If ye loved me, ye would rejoice, because I go to
my Father, John xiv. 28. Reader! cherish the sweet thought! Hast
thou thy friends departed, who left a blessed testimony behind them,
that they are gone to be with Jesus? Think where they now are,
entered into rest! Jesus is their rest, and their refreshing; Isaiah,
xxviil. 12.  Matt. xi. 28—380. Psalm cxvi. 7.

3 € But draw near hither, ye sons of the sor-
ceress, the seed of the adulterer, and the whore. .

4 Against whom do ye sport yourselves? against
whom make ye a wide mouth, and draw out the
tongue? are ye not children of transgression, a

8éed of falsehood ?

5 Enflaming yourselves with idols under ever
green tree, slaying the children in the valleys
under the clifts of the rocks?

6. Among the smooth stones of the stream is
thy portion ; they, they are thy lot: even to them
hast thou poured a drink offering, thou hast of-
fered a meat offering. Should I receive comfort
in these? _ ‘

7 Upon a lofty and high mountain hast thou
set thy bed : even thither wentest thou up to offer
sacrifice. | '

8 Behind the doors also and the posts hast thou
set up thy remembrance : for thou hast discovered
thyself to another than me, and art gone up: thou
hast enlarged thy bed, and made thee a covenant
with them ; thou lovedst their bed where thou
sawest 7.

9 And thou wentest to the king with ointment,
and didst increase thy perfumes, and didst send
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thy messengers far off, and didst debase thyself

cven unto hell.

What a change is here! Oh! the awfulness of an unawakened,
unregenerated nature! What a sad thought is it, that from genera-
tion to generation, the deadly seeds of sin thus bring forth, and
blossom, and spread their baleful fruit! Look into the world, as itis
in the present day, and compare what is here said, with what every
serious beholder is compelled to be a witness to, among the great
mass of men. Was there ever a period in the annals of mankind,
when the sons of the sorceress, the despisers of God and of bis Christ,
came forward with a more impudent and uncovered face? And, as
might well be expected, when the fountain of true religion is cors
rupted, the streams would break out in adultery and whoredom.
Was there ever a generation more marked than the present for gene-
ral profligacy of lifc and manners? Blessed be God! the promise
still continues fulfilled : and must and evey will be fulfilled ; Jesus hath
a seed that serve him, who are accounted to the Lord for a generation,
Psalm xxii. 30. But while these are the salt of the earth, to preserve
it from universal putrefaction; tke whole world, as the Apostle said in
bhis days, and it may be said with equal truth in ours, the whole world
lieth in wickedness, {J ohn, v.19. Reader! amidst the multitudes who
flock to the standard of Satan, now erected, are you of the happy
distinguished few, whom Jesus hath gathered and brought into his
own fold ? Read attentively that alarming scripture, Revelations, xii,
12. Read also that scripture, and consider how blessed it is to know

- that we have a personal interest in it, Colos. 1. 12, 13,

10 Thou art wearied in the greatness of thy
way ; yet saidst thou not, There is no hope: thou
hast found the life of thine hand ; therefore thou
wast not grieved.

11 And of whom hast thou been afraid or
feared, that thou hast lied, and hast not re-
membered me, nor laid i to thy heart? have
not I held my peace even of old, and thou fearest
me not ?

12 1 will declare thy righteousness and thy
works, for they shall not profit thee. '

13 9 When thou criest, let thy companies de-
liver thee : but the wind shall carry them all away;
vanity shall take them: but he that putteth his
trust in me, shall possess the land, and shall in-
herit my holy mountain

14 And shall say, Cast.ye up, cast ye up, pre-
pare the way, take up the stumbling-block out of

the w f le.
ay of my people .
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This, it should seem, is a representation of such awful characters
88" were before described, disappointed in the pursuit of their plea-
sures, pausing over their dreadful state, and yet, though confessing -
all to be vanity and vexation of spirit, still going on from bad to
worse, until life is over, and they lie down in sorrow. So the Lord
elsewhere describes them; and so the world daily finds them ; Isaiah,
1. 11. Elihu hath drawn the most finished picture of such men, Job,
xxxv. 9, 10: he represents them as crying out, and exclaiming con-
tinually under the vexation of a disappointed soul ; but none of them
cry out upon the Lord for deliverance. They are wearied in the
greatness of their strength ; but still they weary themselves for very
vanity. Reader! mark from such characters what a dreadful blind-
ness and captivity that must be, where sin forgeth such irons I But if -
the Lord removes the stumbling-block of a natural state, out of the
way of his people (and none but the Lord can do it) the chain is then
broken, and the poor deluded prisoner is free. Oh! Lord! in mercy
Yook upon thine that are yet in the prison-house! Luke, iv. 18, 19.
John, viii. 36.

15 For thus saith the high and lofty One, that
inhabiteth eternity, whose name is Holy, I dwell
in the high and holy place; with him also that is
of a contrite and humble spirit, to revive the spi-
rit of the humble, and to revive the heart of the
contrite ones. .

16 For 1 will not contend for ever, neither.will
I be always wroth : for the spirit should fail before

me, and the souls which I have made.

Reader! how blessed and lovely do these sweet verses come in,
after what was said before! The former representation of our poor
xature, was like a dreary wilderness, or the heath in the desert, that
knoweth not when good cometh. But this is like the refreshing
herbage, or the cooling stream, discovered in a weary land, where
no spring was expected. I pray you read the verses again and again,
" that their foll grace and comfort may be felt in your soul. When
God saith thus, well may every poor broken-hearted sinner hear.
See how Jehovah pledgeth his own divine perfections for the con-
firmation of his holy word ; and do not overlook that most precious
part, that though Jehovah inhabiteth eternity, yet doth he also dwell
in'the heart of the humble. Solomon was struck with wonder at the

thought, that God would visit his house; but what would he have
" said, had he lived to see Jesus dwelling in a body of flesh? And
what ought you and I to say, under a consciousness that ourbodies
are his temple ? 1 Kings, viii. 27. John, i.14. 1 Cor. iii. 16.

17 For the iniquity of his covetousness was I
wroth, and smote him : I hid me, and was wroth,
and he went on frowardly in the way of his hear.

18 I have seen his ways, and will heal him: I
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will lead him also, and restore comforts unto him,
and to his mourners.

19 I create the fruit of the lips, peace, peace
to him that is afar off, and to him that is near, saith
the L.orp, and I will heal him.

Can there be a sweeter description than these words contain, of
the graciousness of God, in his dealings with sinners? The Lord
corrects ; the Lord hides his face; the Lord sends affliction. Wave
follows wave, wuntil the unthinking soul becomes humbled. But
when at length the hand that smites, applies instruction to the
stroke ; and the Lord, who sends the rod, causeth the poor creature
to hear the rod, and who hath appointed it ; then the cry goeth forth
from the-soul, Save, Lord, or I perish! But I beseech you, Reader,
to remark in all this, that it is the Lord’s sole work, and wholly to
the Lord’s own glory. The Lord creates, and new creates, both the
heart and the lips. It is he that both wounds and heals. Oh! the
blessedness of sovereign grace!

20 But the wicked are like the troubled sea,
when it cannot rest, whose waters cast up mire
and dirt,

21 There is no peace, saith my God, to the
wicked.

These words are as awful, as the foregoing were comfortable.
But every day’s experience sheweth, that the one is as sure as the
other. When God’s judgments and chastisements do not soften, they
harden. The same heat whicn melts wax, makes the clay stoney.
Alas! the heart that remains hardened under the calls of grace, wiil
increase in obduracy, and, like the horse’s hoof, with increasing
vears, become more callous. Well may every one cry out, in the

prayer of the Church, From all blindness of heart, good Lord, de-
liver us!

D ——
REFLECTIONS.

My soul! learn, from this blessed chapter, to form a right estimate
of the departure of the faithful. They enter into rest. They are
taken away from the evil to come. And inasmuch as a state of rest
surpasseth toil and trouble; a state of holiness, that of temptation ;
and victory is better than conflict; by so much ought believers to
rejoice, when the souls of the faithful enter into their rest in Jesus.
Precious in the sight of the Lord is the death of his saints.

But what an awful state, as here described, is that of the unre-
claimed sinner! And what a melancholy ciose to a life of sin and
vanity, must be a departure under vexation of spirit! Come not
thou, my soul, into their secret; unto their assembly, mine honour,
be not thou united. R

From such views of the horrible lives, and more tremendous
deaths, of unawakened sinners, do thou, my soul, turn thy thoughts,



478 ISATAH. ~ [cu. wvin

to contemplate the wonders of grace, recorded in this chapter, con-
cerning that High and Lofty One, that inhabiteth eternity, whose
name is Holy. Oh! for grace to know, to feel, to enjoy, the blessed-
ness here promised! Lord! I would say, do as thou hast said.
Make my soul, by thy grace, suited for thyself: and then come and
dwell in me; come and revive me; come and comfort me, that the
bones broken by sin may rejoice.

Blessed be my God, thou hast indeed smitten for sin, and thou
hast healed. God the Holy Ghost hath convinced of sin; and it is
the same God the Holy Ghost that hath convinced of the righteons-
ness of Jesus. Yea, Lord! it is thou that hast created indeed the
fruit of the lips, and formed my heart anew in Christ Jesus. And to
whom but to my God, in the riches of his sovereign grace, shall I
ascribe the praise, that while to the unsubdued corruptions of sin-
ners, there can be nothing but distress, and horror, and tempest, like
the troubled ocean; I have peace with my God, through Jesus Christ
aour Lord ! Blessed, blessed for ever be God for Jesus Christ !

CHAP. LVIIL

CONTENTS.

We must consider this Chapter only as « continuation of the same
sermon. Ft is full of reproof and instruction ; and in the deficiency-
of all creature righteousness, the Holy Ghest, by his servant the Pro-
phet, indirectly points to Christ. .

CRY aloud, spare not, lift up thy voice like a
trumpet, and shew my people their transgres-

sion, and the house of Jacob their sins.

Let not the Reader overlook, to whom the Prophet is commissioned
to preach, of transgression. It is to the Lord’s people. They were
transgressors, but at the same time the Lord owns them for his peo-
ple. Sweet thought! that however we fail in duty, Jesus fails not in
love. Oh! how doubly painful is that rebellion, which is against a
covenant God in Christ !

2 Yet they seek me daily, and delight to know
my ways, as a nation that did righteousness, and
forsook not the ordinance of their God : they ask
of me the ordinances of justice : they take delight
in approaching to God.

3 4 Wherefore have we fasted, say they, and
thou seest not? wherefore have we afflicted our
'soul, and thou takest no knowledge? Behold, in
the day of your fast ye find pleasure, and exact
all your labours. :

4 Behold, ye fast for strife and debate, and to

/
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smite with the fist of wickedness; ye shall not
fast as ye do this day, to make your voice to be
heard on high.

5 Is it such a fast that I have chosen? a day for
a man to afflict his soul? s i to bow down his
head as a bulrush, and to spread sackcloth and
ashes under Aim 2 wilt thou call this a fast, and an
acceptable day to the L.orp ?

6 Is not this the fast that I have chosen? to
loose the bands of wickedness, to undo the heavy
burdens, and to let the oppressed go free, and that
ye break every yoke ?

7 Is it not to deal thy bread to the hungry, and
that thou bring the poor that are cast out, to th
house? when thou seest the naked, that thou
cover him, and that thou hide not thyself from

thine own flesh ?

Observe how possible it is to have a fondness for ordinances, but to
be void of a spirit of grace in them. Outward observances are easily
followed ; but heart-renewing, heart-felt sorrow for sin, consists in
somew hat more than these. A squalid face and sable garments, yea,
abstinence from ordinary food, are no real marks of true fysting.
{{owldivinely hath the Lord Jesus dwelt upon this subject, Matt. vi.

6—18.

8 € Then shall thy light break forth as the
morning, and thine health shall spring forth
speedily : and thy righteousness shall go before
thee, the glory of the Lorp shall be thy rere-
ward. "

9 Then shalt thou call, and the LorD shall an-
swer; thou shalt cry, and he shall say, Here 1
am : if thou take away from the midst of thee the
yoke, the putting forth of the finger, and speak-
ing vanity :

10 And if thou draw out thy soul to the hungrv,
and satisty the afflicted soul ; then shall thy light
rise in obscurity, and thy darkness be as the noon-
day.

_ )11 And the Lorp shall guide thee continually,
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and satisfy thy soul in drought, and make fat thy
bones : and thou shalt be like a watered garden,
and like a spring of water, whose waters fail not.
12 And they that shall be of thee, shall build the
old waste places: thou shalt raise up the founda-
tions of many generations ; and thou shalt be call-
ed, the repairer of the breach, the restorer of
paths to dwell in. '

If we read these sweet promises with an eye to the gospel of
Jesus, and interpret what is here said by this rule, they will appear
most blessed. Jesus is himself the light of the morning, yea, of the
morning without a cloud. Health and salvation, righteousness and
peace, in him, union and communion, with all the blessings of the
covenant, in Christ, will then appear to be what the Prophet hath
described; and such blessed intercourse will be kept up, in prayer
and praise, on our part, and gifts and graces bestowed, on the part of
God, as may well come up to the character here given, that Christ is
the repairer of the breach, and the restorer of paths to dwell in, So
that it forms a lovely view of Christ. Psalm Ixix. 4.

13 9 If thou turn away thy foot from the sab-
bath, from doing thy pleasure on my holy day,
and call the sabbath a delight, the holy of the
Lorp, honourable, and shalt honour him, not
doing thine own ways, nor finding thine own plea-
sure, nor speaking thine own words :

14 Then shalt thou delight thyself in the Lorp,
and I will cause thee to ride upon the high places
of the earth, and feed thee with the heritage of
Jacob thy father; for the mouth of the Lorp hath

spoken it. X

I beg the Reader to pause over this passage, and mark the several
expressions enjoined to the people of God, for the due and proper
solemnization of the sabbath; and surely he will immediately con-
clude with me, that if in the Jewish Church, which was but a type
and shadow of good things to come, this holy day was commanded
to be observed with such sacredness; how much more ought the ob-
servance of the sabbath to be regarded in the Christian, when the
whole sum and substance of the law is in Christ, and Jesus himself is
the very sabbath of his redeemed, formed ‘in their heart the hope of
glory ? The turning away the foot from all pleasure, may perhaps
have an allusion to what Moses was commanded at the bush: in-
timating that in the sabbath we see Christ; and all approaches to
God in Christ must be made in sanctity. See those scriptures, Exod.
ii. 4, 5. Levit. x. 3. No¢ doing our own ways, and the like, means
that over and above all sacredness of soul, there must be accom=
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panied with it a conscious sense of sin, and a total renunciation of all
self-righteousness. Oh! how precious is Jesus, in his sabbaths, in
his ordinances, and in all the means of grace and salvation, when
the soul is once eonscious of wants and pollutions. How little do
. these men know even the very nature of the sabbath, who spend the
smallest portion of these hallowed seasons, these blessed golden op-
portunities, in any pursuit but that of the one thing needful! How do
all faithful souls mourn in secret in the view of those troops of sab-
bath-breakers of our poor bleeding land, for which the nation mourns,
and which come forth every Lord’s day to their sport and pleasures!

REFLECTIONS.

My soul! listen to the call of God, by the Prophet, for he it is
that speaks in his word, and by his word; and let a conscious sense
of sin lead thee to seek salvation by Christ. And see to it, my soul,
that while using all the means of grace, and following every sacred
ordinance of the Lord’s appointment, with diligence, under the divine
blessing, thoa place no stress upon the means, to the forgetting of the
end. For what are all ordinances, unless the God of ordinances be
found and enjoyed in them? So that if, like Israel of old, thou
shouldest draw nigh to God with thy mouth, and honour him with
thy lips, while thine heart is far from him; will not this be to prevent
the very design of every thing that is sacred ; and, instead of bringing
thine heart to God, to lead thy heart from God? No, my soul! beg
of God for grace, that thy fasts and thy poor services may be first
seasoned by the Holy Spirit, and that the glory of God in Jesus Christ
may be the grand object of pursuitand desire in every one. Oh! for
grace to know these things, and to live in the heart-felt affection for
them ; for then, Jesus’s righteousness will go before thee, and the glory
of the Lord will be thy rere-ward. )

And, my soul! see to it also, that what the Prophet hath so gra-

ciously marked of divine promises be in thy experience. The Lord
will guide continually, itis said. He will satisfy thy soul in drought.
He will make fut thy bones. Precious, precious Lord Jesus! be theu
my portion, and, sure I am, I shall be well guided, well satisfied,
and well fed, with the fatness of redemption. Yea, Lord, I shall be
as a well watered garden, whose waters fail not. For thou art the
Repairer of the breaches of our poor fallen nature, and the Restorer
of paths to dwell in.
« ‘And, Lord! help me to reverence thy sabbaths, to delight in, to
love, and to esteem them, above all seasons; that, with one of old, I
,may say, and feel the full blessedness of the expressions, while Isay
it, One day in thy courts is better than a thousand. Yea, my ever’
blessed Lord Jesus, be thou thyself my sabbaths; for being thyself
my sabbaths, my rest, my joy, and sole delight, upon earth, thou wilt
be my heaven of sabbaths in the life to come. Amen.

Vo, V. 3Q
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CHAP. LIX.
CONTENTS.

This Chapter opens with describing the nature and consequence of
sin. The gracious interposition of Jesus, as a Surety and Intercessor,
then follows. And the Chapter closeth with some sweet and precious
promises, in consequence of the rich covenant of God z'\n Christ.

EHOLD, the Lorp’s hand is not shortened,
that it cannot save: neither his ear heavy,
that it cannot hear.
2 But your iniquities have separated between
you and your God, and your sins have hid /%is face

from you, that he will not hear.

What a blessed assurance does this Chapter open with; and, as if
the Lord would have it particularly taken notice of, it is prefaced
with a Behold! Very often, I believe, the people of God have found
comfort from this scripture; and as it hath refreshed and sustained
souls under sharp exercises; so,will it continue to do, in all the re-
maining ages of the Church. And Reader! do not overlook the gra-
cious revelation as it concerns yourself: If at any time the Lord hides
his face, and his glory be for the moment eclipsed to our view,
look diligently for the cause, and it will be found to originate in
ourselves. It is our iniquities, our shyness to come to the Lord, and
our deadness in coming, which makes a veil of separation. See Song,
v.2,3.

3 For your hands are defiled with blood, and
your fingers with iniquity, your lips have spoken
fies, your tongue hath muttered perverseness.

4 None calleth for justice, nor any pleadeth for .
truth : they trust in vanity, and speak lies; they

_‘conceive mischief, and bring forth iniquity.

5 They hatch cockatrice eggs, and weave the
spider’s web : he that eateth of their eggs dieth,
and that which is crushed, breaketh out 'into a
viper.

* 6 Their webs shall not become garments, nei-
“ther shall they cover themselves with their works :
‘their works are works of iniquity, and the act of
violence is in their hands.

7 Their feet run to evil, and they make haste to
shed innocent blood : their thoughts are thoughts
of iniquity, wasting and destruction are in their

- paths,
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8 The way of peace they know not, and there
is no judgment in their goings: they have made
them crooked paths: whosoever goeth therein,
shall not know peace.

O 94 Therefore is judgment far from us, neither
doth justice overtake us: we wait for light, and
behold obscurity; for brightness, dut we walk in
darkness.

10 We grope for the wall like the blind, and
we grope as if we had no eyes: we stumble at
noon-day as in the night; we are in déesolate places
as dead men. |

11 We roar all like bears, and mourn sore like
doves: we look for judgment, but there is none;
for salvation, but it is far off from us. '

12 For our transgressions are multiplied before
thee, and our sins testify against us: for our trans-
gressions are with us, and as for our iniquities, we
know them. -

13 In transgressing and lying against the Lorp,
and departing away from our God, speaking op-
pression and revolt, conceiving and uttering from
the heart words of falsehood.

14 And judgment is turned away backward,
and justice standeth afar off: for truth is fallen in
the street, and equity cannot enter. : h

15 Yea, truth faleth, and he that departeth
from evil maketh himself a prey : and the Lorp
saw if, and it displeased him that there was no
judgment.

Here is a long and sad account of men’s revolt and transgression,
which fully explains what was said before, as well as accounts for
- the divine corrections which followed. Men may well wait for the
light, and grope in darkness, when all the faculties are either be-
numbed with sin, or if alive are employed in the services of Satan,
as here described ; and how shall they know the way of peace, when
-their pursuits are all afier sin?  There is no peace, saith my God, to
the wicked, Isaiah, lvii. 21. o

16 [ And he saw that there was no man, and

wondered that tkere was no intercessor : therefore
3Q2
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his arm brought salvation unto him, and his righ-
teousness, it sustained him.

17 For he put onrighteousness as a breast-plate,
and an helmet of salvation upon his head, and he
put on the garments of vengeance for clothing,

- and was clad with zeal as a cloke.

18 According to their deeds, ‘accordingly he
will repay, fury to his adversaries, recompence to

his enemies, to the islands he will repay recom-
pence. . ‘

I made but a short observation on the long passage before this, in
order that I might enter upon the soul-relieving truth in the view
of the Lord Jesus, which here succeeds the melancholy subject. He
saw that there was no man. Whom is this spoken of, but of Jesus?
‘Who was it saw the poverty and ruin of our nature, and determined
to interpose for our salvation, but the Lord Jesus? Who, but he,
could be both our Saviour and Intercessor? Precious Lord Jesus!
it was, indeed, thine own arm that brought salvation; for the sins
of thy people would have crushed every arm but thine, when, in the
days of thy flesh, thou didst bear all the sins of thy redeemed in
thine own body, on the tree! Oh! how truly lovely is it now, to
behold thee, by faith, standing forth, the devoted head of thy body,
the Church, and for her enduring the cvoss, and despising the shame!
Oh! how truly blessed, to behold thee in thy priestly garments, and
in a vesture dipped in blood, triumphing over all the power of hell;
and in our nature recompensing fury to thine enemies, and manifest-
ing favour to thy chosen! And surely thy zeal to thy Father’s house,
and to thy Father’s honour, may well, from the completeness of it, be
compared to the covering of a cloke. Isaiah, Ixiii. 1—6. Rev. xix.
13. Psalm Ixix. 9. John, ii. 16, 17.

19 So shall they fear the name of the LorD
from the west, and his glory from the rising of
the sun: when the enemy shall come in like a
flood, the spirit of the LLorD shall lift up a standard
against them, :

20 9 And the redeemer shall come to Zion, and
unto them that turn from transgression in Jacob,
saith the Lorb. /

These words come in most blessedly, after the for;ner, to shew the
consequence of Christ’s interposition, and the eifects of his offices
and labour: we have a similar prophesy by Malachi, that such

_ should take place ; and in Christ Jesus all 1s yea and gmen ; Malachi,

i. 11.  And it is among the sweet offices of the Holy Ghost, to glorify
Jesus, John xvi. 14. The Apostle Paul makes application of what ig

- gaid here of -the Redeemer coming to Zion, directly to the person
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of Christ, Rom. xi. 26.. Reader! think how lovely our God our
Kinsman-Redeemer is: and how cught all his brethren to be on the
look-out for him, for the full accomplishment of this most blessed
promise, when both Jew and Gentile shall be brought into one fold,
wunder one Shepherd, John, x. 16. )

21 As for me, this is my covenant with them,
saith the L.orp, My spirit that is upon thee, and
my words which I have put in thy mouth, shall
not depart out of thy mouth, nor out of the
mouth of thy seed, nor out of the mouth of thy
seed’s seed, saith the LLorD, from henceforth and
for ever, :

I know not with what views my Reader will regard this verses
But to me, I confess, it is as blessed a promise as any in the Bible.
Indeed it forms a comprehension of almost every other. For is it
not God the Father, speaking to the person of God the Son, in his
proposed character of Mediator, in his rich promises concerning
Jesus’s redeemed ? And doth not God, in his covenant-relationship,
-undertake to fulfil his gracious engagements, concerning the Lord’s

people? And, as such, may we not, as the redeemed of the Lord,
ook up, and plead for the accomplishment ? Nay, is it not intended,

by the very engagement itself, that we should? Blessed Lord, I

would say, do as thou hast said : let a blessed portion of that Spirit,
which was on Jesus, without measure, be upon all Jesus’s seed and
offspring, according to the measure of the gift of Christ! John, iii. 34,
Ephes. 1v. 7.

e R e ———

REFLECTIONS.

My soul! learn from what thy God hath said, how to form eon-
clusions, both of the Lord’s hand in helping his people, and of the
Lord’s ear in hearing their prayers. If at any time the enemy triumph,
and ‘the Lord seem to hide his face, search for the cause, and trace
' thine iniquities to their source. Alas! what need have I, like Ezra,

day by day, to take shame and confusion of face, because mine
* gntquities are increased, and my trespasses grown up to the heavens.

Precious Lord Jesus! what everlasting confusion would cover me,
did I not behold thee, as this sweet Chapter represents, coming as
the Advocate and Propitiation, the Redeemer and Intercessor, of poor
erishing sinners! Thine own arm, O Lord, wrought out deliverance
or thy people; for none of thy redeemed were competent to stand
with thee. Take, Lord, to thyself all the glory, for thou alone hast
wrought all the salvatjon, while all the blessed consequences of it are
to thy people,

And do thou, most gracious God and Father, for thy dear Son’s

.sake, fulfil all thy promises in the soul of thy people. Put, Lord,
thy blessed Spirit in us, and we shall live: and let the everlasting
gfficacy of Christ’s blood and righteousness, produce the everlasting
- blessings of both, among thy redeemed, from henceforth and for ever 1
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CHAP. LX

CONTENTS.

God the Holy Ghost is here celebrating the glory and praise of
Christ, and his Church in him; and shewing what a vast accession
of redeemed souls shall pour into the Redeemer’s kingdom in the latter-
day glory. ‘ .

RISE, shine, for thy light is come, and the
glory of the LORD 1s risen upon thee.

2 For behold, the darkness shall cover the
earth, and gross darkness the people: but the
Lorp shall arise upon thee, and his glory shall be
seen upon thee.

3 And the Gentiles shall come to thy light, and
kings to the brightness of thy rising.

I beg to be understood as speaking with all due humility, on a
subject sa infinitely sublime and glorious ; and rather as asking than
~ deciding upon it; but I venture to say, it strikes me that the person

here spoken to, is Christ, the glorious Head of his Church, and not
the Church herself, as hath been generally supposed. We find, by
comparing scripture with scripture, that God the Father-many times
before addresses God the Son as Mediator, in the several parts of
this same Prophet’s sermon. See Chap. xlii. 6,'7. and xlix. 1—9,
And there seems to be a blessed propriety in the glorious Head, and
not the Church, being thus addressed, when the Gentiles are said to
come to his light, and kings to the brightness of his rising. This
was literally and truly done, when Jesus came as the light and the
life of men; and hence the Evangelist recorded the truth, that the
people saw a great light, Matt. iv. 12—16, And John recorded also
that his people were made kings and priests to God and his Father,
Rev. 1. 6. But Reader, do not forget one blessed truth contained in
these verses, namely, that the glory here spoken of, is the glory
of Jehovah. Christ and his salvation are uniformly said, in all the
scripture, to be Jehovak’s glory: God the Father proclaimed this,

Isaiah, xlix. 6, and God the Son, as Mediator, confirmed it when
on earth, John xvii. 1 to 3.

4 Lift up thine eyes round about, and see; all
they gather themselves together, they come to
thee, thy sons shall come from afar, and thy .
daughters shall be nursed at ¢4y side.

5 Then thou shalt see and flow together, and
thine heart shall fear and be enlarged, because the
abundance of the sea shall be converted unto thee,
the forces of the Gentiles shall come unto thee.

6 The multitude of camels shall cover thee:
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the dromedaries of Midian and Ephah: all they
from Sheba shall come : they shall bring gold and
incense, and they shall shew forth the praises of

the Loro.

7 All the flocks of Kedar shall be gathered to-
gether unto thee, the rams of Nebaioth shall mi-
nister unto thee : they shall come up with accept-
ance on mine altar, and I will glority the house of
my glory.

‘What a blessed and soul-reviving thought is it, amidst the me-
lancholy prospect all around, of sin and sorrow, in the present mi-
serable state of things, that the kingdom of Jesus is neither weak nor
- small. The promise is absolute: He shall see of the travail of his
soul, and be satisfied. Some of all nations, all rongues, all people
shall come to him. In Jesus, the New Testament altar shall they
be all accepted. T only detain the Reader to remark, that this plis-
sage alone, if there were no other, would be sufficient to determine,
that the deliverance of the Church from Babylon (as some would fain *’
have it) could not be in the Prophet’s view, when he penncd this ..
scripture. It is true, many people of different countries, joined them-
selves with Israel on their return; but neither Istael herself, nor all
the scattered remnants of the people that joined them, could warrant
expressions like these. See Ezra, ii. 64.

'8 Who are these that fly as a cloud, and as the
doves to their windows ? ,

O Surely the isles shall wait for me, and the
ships of Tarshish first, to bring thy sons from far,
their silver and their gold with them, unto the
name of the LorD thy God : and to the holy One
of Israel, because he hath glorified thee.

" Reader! pause, I pray you over these sweet verses. Can there be
a more delightful thought, than that of souls flying to Christ, as doves,
who by instinct take shelter in their houses ? Mark what Jesus said,
John, xii. 32; and do not overlook how the glory of Jehovah in
covenant, as God, is folded up in the blessed relation. Yes! Christ’s
glory is his Father’s honour; and it is the most blessed of all thoughts
that God the Father is glorified in his dear Son, in the instance of
every individual soul redeemed ; John, xiii. 31, 32.

10 And the sons of strangers shall build up thy
walls, and their kings shall minister unto thee:
for in my wrath I smote thee, but in my favour
have I had mercy on thee. )

11 Therefore thy gates shall be open con-
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fres

tinually, they shall not be shut day nor nigut, that
men may bring unto thee the forces of the Gen-

tiles, and that their kings may be brought.

How beautifully do we find the Redeemer’s glory and his Church’s
happiness blended. Here the prosperity of the Church is particularly
spoken of, but all with an eye to Christ. Psalm Ixxii. 10.

12 For the nation and kingdom that will not
serve thee, shall perish : yea, those nations shall be

utterly wasted.
Here Jesus is evidently spoken of, agreeably to that prophecy,
- Psalm Ixxii. 11; and the Lord himself very solemnly confirmed the
same truth, Luke xix. 27. i

13 The glory of Lebanon shall come unto thee,
the fir-tree, the pine-tree, and the box together,*
‘to beautify the place of my sanctuary, and I will
‘make the place of my feet glorious. o
. 14 The sons also of them that afflicted thee,
shall come bending unto thee; and all they that
despised thee, shall bow themselves down at the
soles of thy feet; and they shall call thee, The
city of the Lorp, the Zion of the holy One of
Israel. L
15 € Whereas thou hast been forsaken and
hated, so that no man went through ziee, I will
make thee an eternal excellency, a joy of many
generations. A L

16 Thou shalt also suck the milk of the Gen-
tiles, and shalt suck the breast of kings, and thou
shalt know that I the L.orD am thy saviour and
thy redeemer, the mighty One of Jacob. ‘

17 For brass I will bring gold, and for iron I
will bring silver, and for wood brass, and for
stones iron: I will also make fhy officers peace,
and thine exactors righteousness. ,

18 Violence shall no more be heard in thy land,
wasting nor destruction within-thy borders; but
thou shalt call thy walls salvation, and thy gates
praise.
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In what lofty language, of the most blessed import, and under
what gracious similitudes, doth the Lord speak of the glories and
happiness of the Church! But let the Reader carefully remember,
that it is all in Jesus, Without an eye to him, none of these things
could be said.

19 The sun shall be no more thy light by day,
neither for brightness shall the moon give light
unto thee: but the Lorp shall be unto thee an
everlasting light, and thy God thy glory.

20 Thy sun shall no more go down, neither
shall thy moon withdraw itself: for the Loorp shall
be thine &verlasting light, and the days of thy
~mourning shall be ended:

21 Thy pebple also shall be all righteous : they
shall inherit the land for ever, the branch of m
planting, the work of my hands, that 1 may be
glorified. ;

22 A little one shall become a thousand, and a
small one a strong nation : 1 the Lorp will hasten
it in his time.

The very blessed things here spoken of, evidently refer to the
Church above, and we wust look forward to the full accomplishment
of them in.the new heavens and new earth, wherein righteousness
dwelleth for ever. By comparing what is here said with what the
beloved Apostle John saw in vision (and which he was commissioned
to deliver to the Church) we are taught what a blessed state that will
be, wheh Christ is 4ll ia all, and hath brought home his Church to
his kingdom above. See Revelations, xxi. throughout. I do not
think it necessary to enlarge upon the beautiful similitudes here
chosen, to represent the glories of the Church of Christ; but would
beg of the Reader to remember from whom all those glories result,
and ¢n whom they all center. It isJesus, the life and the light of
his redeemed, whose presence also is the light and the ghory of heaven.
It will be much more profitable both for him that writes and him
that reads, to cousider the fulness of the blessing contained in that
one view of Jesus, in which he is called thy God thy glory; than to
attempt to describe from these figures, in what that blessedness will
consist. All tears wiped from all eyes: to be led to fountains of
living waters, and the people of Jesus to be all righteous; these ex-
pressions, no doubt, imply a state of endless feligity; but our pre-
sent uuripe faculties are not competent either to the description or
discovery. One assurance we have, and that is enough for ail: our
whole happiness will arise from eur union with Jesus, our eom-
munion with Jesus; and our communications from Jesus, loxd! be

thou my portion; for in thee I have all.
Voi. V. 3R
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REFLECTIONS.

~ Bressep Lord Jesus! how shall I refrain, while reading this sweet
chapter, from having my whole soul led out in longing desire after
thee, and calling upon the¢ in thine own words, to arise, and shine
upon my soul, and let thy glory be seen upon me? Do not I know,
that thou, and thou only art the source and fountain of all saving
light, and life, and knowledge? Gross darkness had indeed covered
our whole nature, until that thou, the Sun of righteousness, didst
arise on our benighted souls, with healing in thy wings! And both
now in time, and hereafter to all eternity, all thy redeemed derive
every thing from thee, for grace, and for glory. Gentiles may
well come to thy light, and kings to the brightness of thy rising, for
without thee all is darkness and as the shadow of death. Not all the
lights of heaven and heavenly bodies, no nor all the moons and stars
of earthly ordinances, can give light or warmth, without thee. Oh!
hither come to Jesus, ye sons and daughters of this benighted world;
awake, ye that sleep, and arise from the dead, that Christ may give
you light. ) <

And oh! my blessed God and Father! how shall I praise thee, and
love thee as I ought, for this blessed, this glorious, this unequalled gift
of thy dear Son? Oh! carry on the great design, and let not the
gates of thy Zion be shut, day nor night; that men may bring to
our Shiloh the forces of the Gentiles, and that their kings may be
brought : until the whole earth shall be full of the knowledge of the
Lord, as the waters cover the sea; and all shall know, that thou, the
Lord Jehovah, art our Saviour and Redeemer, the m'rﬁ‘hty One of
Jacob! Amen.

gi'i s .

CHAP. LXIL

CONTENTS. ]

Another Chapter, full of Christ, in which, under the spirit of pro=
phecy, the Lord Jesus is the preacher. Some precious promises are
added, respecting the Church.

HE spirit of the Lord Gob is upon me, bé-
cause the Lorp hath anointed me to preach
good tidings unto the meek, he hath sent me to
bind up the broken-hearted, to proclaim liberty to
the captives, and the opening of the prison to
them that are bound :
2 To proclaim the acceptable year of the Lorp,
and the day of vengeance of our God, to comfort

all that mourn.

Had the shadow of a doubt existed as te.whom this blessed scrip-
ture applies, the Lord Jesus would have fully removed it, when, in
his vistt to the Jewish synagogue on the sabbath, he read it, and de-
clared its accomplishment. See Luke, iv. 14 to 21. But, over and
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above this precious testimony, I pray the Reader to remark under
.what features of character he is described by the Prophet; and then
I beg of him to look at the original, as he appeared in the days of his
flesh. Sece those scriptures, Isaiah, xi. 1, 2, 3. Matt. iii. 16, 17.
John, i. 29—34.

3 To appoint unto them that mourn in Zion, to
give unto them beauty for ashes, the oil of joy for
mourning, the garment of praise for the spirit of
heaviness, that they might be called trees of righ-
teousness, the planting of the Lorp, that he
might be glorified.

4 4] And they shall build the old wastes, they
shall raise up the former desolations, and they
shall repair the waste cities, the desolations of

many generations.

Every office of tenderness distinguished the person of Christ. So
gentle, sa gracious, and sa full of compassion, was he to be, that
even the bruised reed he shonld not break, nor quench the smoking
flax.  Hence all noticed the meekness of the Lamb of God, and every
feature witnessed who he was. o

5 And strangers shall stand and feed your flocks,
and the sons of the alien skall be your ploughmen,
and your vine-dressers.

6 But ye shall be named the priests of the
LoRrD: men shall call you the ministers of our
God : ye shall eat the riches of the Gentiles, and
in thejr glory shall you boast yourselves.

79 Fgor your shame you shall have double ; and
Jor confusion they shall rejoice in their portion:
therefore in their land they shall possess the

double : everlasting joy shall be unto them.
As the Lord Jesus was so well known to his people, by the tender-
ness of his Person and Character; so his Church had her features

from her connection with her Lord, by which she was to be known
also.

8 For I the Lorp love judgment, I hate rob-
bery for burnt-offering, and I will direct their work
in truth, and I will make an everlasting covenant
with them.

This verse seems to have no immediate connection with what went
before, nor with what follows. I find, in an old Bible, the transla=
3R2
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tion rendered somewhat different; For I the Lord, which love right,
‘and hate robbery (though it were offered me) shall make their work,
of faithfulness and make an everlusting covenant witl them. From
which reading it should seem, that what is said here, of the Lord’s
loving right and hating robbery, is only descriptive of his distinguish~
ing excellencies of character; that He who is so known to his peo-
ple hath made, and will make their works faithful in himself; and in
his everlasting covenant. But I leave the Reader to consider what
sense is the most probable.

O And their seed shall be known among the
Gentiles, and their offspring among the people :
all that see them shall acknowledge them, that
they are the seed which the LorD hath blessed.

This is a blessed promise, and hath a sure fulfilment in the gracious
will and pleasure of our covenant God !

10 I will greatly rejoice in the Lorp, my soul
shall be joyful in my God, for he hath clothed me-
with the garments of salvation, he hath covered
me with the robe of righteousness, asa bridegroom
decketh himself with ornaments, and as a bride
adorneth Aerself with her jewels.

11 For as the earth bringeth forth her bud, and
as the garden causeth the things that are sown in
it to spring forth: so the Lord Gop will cause
righteousness and praise to spring forth before all
the nations.

I see no reason to limit this Song of joy and exultation to the
Church. We shall have very blessed views of the Church’s Lord and
Saviour, if we accept the words as first spoken by Christ, and next
as adopted by the Church, from her conscious union with Christ,
and an interest in all that belongs to him. When God the Father
gave Christ his Church, it is said, that it was his heart’s desire, and
that his glory was great in his salvation. See Psalm xxi. 1—6. It is

always blessed, yea, it is twice blessed, first, to behold Christ, in every
thing of salvation, and then his Church, as in him. '

~

REFLECTIONS.

Buessep Lord Jesus! while I read this Chapter, methinks I would
beg for grace and faith to be in lively exercise, that I might figure {0
myself, my God and Saviour, thus speaking to my soul, and to the
souls of his people, in the same gracious words, as’ thou' didst in the
Jewish synagogue in the days of thy flesh. Surely the Spirit-of Je-
hovah was upon thee then, when thou wast anointed to preach the
gospel to the poor; and surely now thou hast finished redemption
work, and art returned to glory, thou wilt send down, according tg
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thy promise before thy departure, the Spirit upon thy people, that
all may bear thee witness, while receiving those gracious words whieh
still proceed out of thy mouth, Thine arm of power is the samt,
and thy love 1s the same, all the purposes of thy salvation are the
same; and thou art now daily, by the sweet influences of thy Spirit,
preaching good tidings to the meek, binding up the broken in heart,
proclaiming liberty to poor captives, and the opening of the prison
to them that are bound. Hail! thou Almighty Saviour of poor losk
sinners. .

And oh! ye ministers of my God! behold in Jesus, what ought ta
be your plan of ministration. Sent by him to act as under-pastors in
his name, shall not the meekness, the gentleness of Christ, be your
pattern and example? Did the Son of God come to preach good
tidings to the meek ; and will not ye, who have felt in your own souls
the blessedness of those tidings of salvation, gladly go forth, and
preach the gospel to every creature. Did Jesus bind up the broken
in heart, and open the prison doors to them that were bound; and
will not ye tell every poor broken-hearted sinner, whom ye meet with, ,
that there is salvation for them in his name? Was Jesus mild and
gracious ; not breaking the bruised reed, nor quenching the smoking
flax ; and shall not the servant of the Lord, be apt to teuch, patient,
in meekness instructing those that oppose themselves, if God perad-
venture, will give them repentance, to the acknowledging of the truth ?

Ye followers of Jesus! whose seed are known among the Gentiles,
and your offspring among the people, behold, here, what is said of
your Lord ; yea, what he saith most graciously of himself; and put in
your humble modest claim, that he may comfort all who mourn,
and give unto you beauty for ashes, the oil of joy for mourning, and
the garment of praise for the spirit of heaviness. Blessed Lord Jesus?
cause all thy people, thy redeemed, to rejoice in thee, as thou hast
rejoiced in the salvation of Jehovah! And while thou art clothing
all thine, with the garments of thy salvation, and covering them with
the robe of thy righteousness ; cause them to live to thy glory, and let
their righteousness and praise in thee spring forth before all the nations.
Amen.

CHAP. LXII

CONTENTS.,

The Prophet is as prayer: and God is in the confirmation of his
promuses in Christ, and the glories of the Church in her Husband and
Saviour, are most joyfully set forth and celebrated.

FOR Zion’s sake will I not hold my peace, and
for Jerusalem’s sake I will not rest, until the
righteousness thereof go forth as brightness, and

the salvation thereof as a lamp thet burneth,

They were happy times, when the Lord’s servants burned with an
holy zeal for their Lord’s honour; and the Church of Zion, whose
wame hath been from all eternity engraven on the Lord’s hands, had
the first affection in the people’s hearts, Whoever was the person here
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spoken of that felt so ardent a concern for Zion, we must not over=
Yook the Person of hm} whose zeal for his Father’s house did eqt¢ kim up.
Psalm Ixix. 9. Precious Lord Jesus! what were thy prayers for, in

which thou didst spend whole nights, but for thy Zion! Who ghall des
scribe them ? Luke vi. 12.

2 And the Gentiles shall see thy righteousness,
and all kings thy glery : and shalt be called by a
new name, which the mouth of the Lorp shall
name,

How much the Holy Ghost seems to dwell upon the Church;
beauty and loveliness, in various parts of his word: See Song, iv. 7.
¥saiah, Ixv. 15. And was not this scripture fulfilled, when the Re- -
deemer informed John of the blessings of the Church in him? Rey,
iii. 12,

3 Thou shalt also be a crown of glory in the
hand of the Lorp, and a royal diadem in the
hand of thy God.

The Church is her Lord’s glory: so the Apostle was commissioned
to inform the Church, 2 Cor. viii. 23. And when John saw the Lord
Jesus in a vision, he beheld on his head many crowns, Rev. xix. 12. -
Reader? It is Christ’s coronation day, when any poor sinner is
brought to ascribe the sole glory of his redemption to the Lord Jesus
€Christ, Jesus hath then another crown. -

4 Thou shalt no more be termed, Forsaken;
neither shall thy land any more be termed, De-
solate: but thou shalt be called Hephzi-bah, and
thy land Beulah: for the Lorp delighteth in thee,
and thy land shall be married. ‘

5 For as a young man marrieth a virgin, se
shall thy sons marry thee: and «s the bridegroom
rejoiceth over the bride, so shall thy God rejoice
over thee, '

Hephzi-bah, signifies delight; and Beulak means union and mar-
siage. 'The joy is, that the soul is a marriageable creature, and that
the Lord Jesus, in his assumption of our nature, hath married us, and
made us one with himself. Sweetest of all thoughts, my soul! thy
Maker is thine Husband : the Lord of hosts is his name ; !saiah, liv. 5.
well might the Apostle speak of it as a great mystery, Ephes. y. 32.

6 I have set watchmen upon thy walls, O Jeru-
salem, which shall never hold their peace day nor
nigi.t: ye that make mention of the Lorp, keep
not silence; '
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7 And give him no rest, till he establish, and
till he make Jerusalem a praise in the earth.

Here we see, in whose appointment ministers are, and what ought
to distinguish the earnestness of their labours. What can be more
blessed, and what service so honourable, as to be always engaged in

speaking from God to the people, and bearing the people, in the arms
of faith and prayer, before God ?

8 The Lorp hath sworn by his right hand, and
by the arm of his strength, Surely I will no more
give thy corn o be meat for thine enemies, and
the sons of the stranger shall not drink thy wine,
for the which thou hast laboured :

9 But they that have gathered it, shall eat it,
and praise the LorD ; and they that have brought
it together, shall drink it in the courts of my ho-
liness. '

I beg the Reader to observe, how vefy sweet and frequ;ant those
promises are, scattered here and there, all over scripture which speak
of God’s absolute engagement to bless his people; and let him not for
a moment forget, that they are all yea and amen in Christ.

10 9 Go through, go through the gates; pre-
pare you the way of the people, cast up, cast up
the high-way, gather out the stones, lift up a
standard for the people. |

11 Behold, the Lorp hath proclaimed unto the
end of the world, Say ye to the daughter of Zion,
Behold, thy salvation cometh ; behold, his reward
is with him, and his work before him.

12 And they shall call them, The holy people,
the redeemed of the Lorp: and thou shalt be
called, Sought out, a city not forsaken.

The gospel way is a high way, and was all along to be so marked ;
and the Lord promised that it should be so plain, that the way-furing
men, though fools, should not err therein ; Isaiah, xxxv. 8. And the
character of the Lord’s people was also as plainly sketched. The
were to be a peculiar people; a people that should dwell alone, and
not be reckoned among the nations. Jesus undertook to search them
out, in all places, whither they had been driven, in the cloudy and
dark day. Reader! it will be always profitable to discover, in our
own experience, the sweet testimonies to these truths.
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REFLECTIONS.

On! for a portion of that holy zeal, which inflamed the minds of
the faithful of old, when they preferred Zion, and her intierests, above
their chief joy! But now, alas! it may be #aid, in the language of
the Prophet, Zion hath none to guide her, among all the sons whom
she hatlh brought forth; neither is there any to take her by the hand,
of all the sons she hath brought up. Alas! what a day of languishing
is Zion now in! Oh! that the Lord would take to himself his great
name, and come forth in his own glorious cause, conquering and to
conquer; that those sweet promises might be fulfilled, when Ais lund
should mo more be termed forsaken, nor be found desolate; but that
Zion’s walls might become salvation, and Ler gates praise !

And oh!.ye watchmen, whom our God hath set upon the walls of
his Jerusalem, see to it, that ye hold not your peace, day nor night!
Speak to the people for God and his Christ; and speak to our God, for
his people in Christ. Ye kuow the vast, the infinite importance of
your situation, and the awful responsibility in which the service of
the sanctuary placeth you. Like watchmen, therefore, do ye not only
watch over your cwn souls, but over the souls of the people. Look
well to their state, to their order, and discipline. Mark well how
others walk with Christ, and ¢n Christ. See the tendencies of the Lord
in his word, in his providence, in his grace, to his Church and peo-
ple. Go through, go through the gates; prepare ye the way of the;
people. Observe, and tell the people of the motious and advances of
the enemy upon the ramparts of Zion; and above atl, look up with
holy earnestness and importunity to the Great King of Zion, and
wrestle with him in prayer, that when the enemy cometh in like a flood,
the Spirit of the Lord may lift up a standard against him. Blessed
Lord Jesus: make thy Zion, thy Church, as thou hast here said, the
koly people, the redeemed of the Lord, and as a city that thou hast
sought out, and which shall never be forsaken !

CHAP. LXIIL

CONTENTS.
This is @ most blessed Chapter, descriptive of .the wvictories of the
Lord Jesus Christ over his enemies, and the triumphs of his love and
grace in redemption.

HO s this that cometh from Edom, with

dyed garments from Bozrah? this that is
glorious 1n his apparel, travelling in the greatness
of his strength? 1 that speak in righteousness,
mighty to save. ‘ , '
1 cannot enter upon this Chapter, without first looking up, to bless
God for it. Never surely was there a more glorious description of the
Person and work of the Lord Jesus Christ; than what is here given to
the Church, in the language of prophecy, so many years before the
coming of Christ. Soine writers, in order to lessen the force of these
Pprecious things, as referring to Christ, would tell us, that the writing is
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no more than an account of the triumph of Israel over Babylod
when, by the destruction of that kingdom, Isracl was delivered from
bondage. But this is altogether impossible. The mighty Conquerot,
herc described, is said to come from Edom, with dyed garments from
Bozrah. Now these places lay to the south of Jerusalem : wheregs
Babylon is always spoken of, through the Scripture, as the Nor#
Country. See Jeremiah, xxxi. 8. Nothing, therefore, can be mory
plain, than that the victory here spoken of, is Christ’s personal conques
of salvation, in which, as the scripture saitly, of the people, there wqs
none with him. Edom and Bozrah, are mentioned, probably in all mL
sion to the antient enmity of Esau, the head of the house of Edon
against Jacob, his brother. For from Abel and Cain, uniformly dow)
through the whole race, in the separate and distinct seed, ke that w
born after the flesh persecuted him that was born after the spiri
Gal. iv. 29. But I pray the Reader to look over all lesser con
siderations, and to follow the Prophet in what is here said, with ap
eye to Christ alone. And may He that guided the Prophet’s pe |
- guide the heart both of the Writer and the Reader of this Commentar
that we may behold Jesus blessedly represented through the whole
The prophet opens the Chapter with a question, as one surprize|
at what he beheld. He sees one coming towards him, under a ch
racter that he could not explain to himself, He beholds him comin
up as from war, not tired, nor weary, but travelling in gredt
strength; and yet his garments are like those of the most menial se
-vant, who bad come up from the wine-press, an office always per-
formed by the lowest of the people. The Prophet, struck with the
view, asketh, Who is this? To whigh the Lord, in great grace, i :
stantly gives answer, It és [, mighty to save; and speaking in righ-
teousness. The Prophet could not but perfectly understand, by thos
characters, who it was. Nene but Jesus, the promised Saviour, cou
be mighty to save; for salvation isin no other. And this became t
fulfilment of God’s covenant in his promises, and manifested Jehovah
faithfulness, Deut. vii. 9. Reader! how blessed is it to see, in one
and the same scripture, the faithfulness of God the Father, ani
the perfect righteousness and complete salvation of the Lord Jesus
Christ ! |
|

2 Wherefore art thou red in thine apparel, an(
thy garments like him that treadeth in the wine:
fat? |

The Prophet, encouraged by the gracious and condescending art
swer he had received, ventures now to go further in his enquiry, and
asketh, how it is that One so great and glorious, should appear in 4
office so mean and humble > And this, Reader, is, and will be, amon
all the redeemed, the everlasting subject of wonder, praise, and joy
toall eternity. Oh! the condescension of the Lord Jesus, in empty
ing himself of his glory, and taking upon him the form of a servant
Surely, by this debasement, and by the obedience and death
wrought in the Person of the Mediator, the law of God hath n
more honoured and glorified, than could have been done by the u
sinning obedience and death of angels and men, to all eternity.
Vou. V. 38

]
(]

oy
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3 I have trodden the wine-press alone, and of
the people ¢here was none with me: for I will
tread them in mine anger, and trample them in
my fury, and their blood shall be sprinkled upon -
my garments, and I will stain all my raiment.

4 For the day of vengeance s in mine heart,
and the year of my redeemed is come.

5 And I looked, and there was none to help;
and I wondered that there was none to uphold :
therefore mine own arm brought salvation unto
me, and my fury, it upheld me.

6 And I will tread down the people in mine
anger, and make them drunk in my fury, and I

will bring down their strength to the earth.

Here the Lord Jesus Christ graciously gives a full and satisfying
answer to the Prophet’s question, and ia it explains most blessedly,
to the Church’s joy, the subject of his personal triumph in redemp-
tion. The wine-press which Jesus trod, was the wine-press of the
wrath of God, into which our nature deserved to have been thrown,
and, but for Jesus’s interposition, must have been thrown, and re-
mained for bruising to all eternity ; Rev. xiv. 19. » Well might the
Lord Jesus add, in this account, that of the people there was none with
him. For the sins he bore, when he was made sin for us, had they
been laid' upon his people, would have crushed the whole race in
ruin for ever! Sweet thought! He who bore our sins, and carried
our sorrows, wrought out the whole of redemption! On him the Lord
laid the iniquities of us all. And, Reader! If Jesus’s own arm wrought
‘salvation, will you not give him, most chearfully and thankfully, the
- .whole praise ? "And do observe, the day of vengeance to Christ’s ene-
‘mies is come, when the year of his redeemed arrives. For while he
saves his people from their sins, he treads down, with everlasting de-
struction, sin, death, hell, and the grave. Both these views were in
~his heart from everlasting; and Jesus alone accomplisheth the sacred
purposes of his own, and his Father’s will. How sweetly, therefore,
may every redeemed soul, take up the Prophet’s song, and say;
Sing, O ye heavens! for the Lord hath doune it ! Shout, ye lower parts
of the earth; break forth into singing, ye mountains, O forest, and
every tree therein'! for the Lord hath redeemed Jacob, and glorified
himself in Israel! Isaiah, xliv. 23.

7 9 1 will mention the loving kindnesses of the
-JLoRrD, and the praises of the LoorDp, according to
all that the Lorp hath' bestowed on us, and the
_great gooduess towards the house of Israel, which
he hath bestowed on them, according to his
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mercies, and according to the multitude of his
loving kindnesses. ..
8 For he said, Surely, they are my people:
children ¢that will not lie: so he was their saviour,
O € In all their affliction he was afflicted, and
the angel of his presence saved them : in his love
and in his pity he redeemed them, and he bare

them, and carried them all the days of old.

- The subject is here changed, as well as the Person speaking. The
Prophet, probably contemplating what had passed, begins to celebrate
the divine goodness, and especially with an eye to the Church’s
mercies in time past. Itis worthy to be observed, how often the
redemption of the church from Egypt, and the blessings in the wil-
derness, are alluded to, in different parts of the word of God. The
Holy Ghost thus taught the Church to exercise faith for all that was to
come, in recounting the Lord’s goodness for all that was past; and
certainly nothing contributes more to the accomplishment of this end.
Psalm Ixxvii. 3—12. 'Who can read the account, here given, of Jesus
taking part in all the affliction of his people in the wilderness,
:ivithout having their hearts led forth in love and praises to the Re-
eemer ? '

10 4 But they rebelled, and vexed his holy
spirit : therefore he was turned to be their enemy,
and he fought against them.

11 Then he remembered the days of old, Moses,’
and his people, saying, Where is he that brought
them up out of the sea, with the shepherd of his
il_ockp? where is he that put his holy spirit within

im

12 That led them by the right hand of Moses,
with his glorious arm dividing the water before
them, to make himself an everlasting name ?

13 That led them through the deep, as an horse
in the wilderness, that they should not stumble ?

14 As a beast goeth down into the valley, the
spirit of the LorRD caused him to rest: so didst
thou lead thy people, to make thyself a glorious

name.

Was there ever a more affecting representation of the natural une
amiableness of the human heart, and the tender graciousness of the
Lord Jesus, than what these verses set forth? Precious Lord, ma
I never lose sight of it! that v;hbile it induceth humility of soul,

3 2
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may still recollect, thine unequalled compassion to poor sinners! I
need not detain the Reader, to remark the scripture, to which these

verses refer. The Lord’s leading his people through the wilderness,
cannot be overlooked.

15 9 Look down from heaven, and behold
from the habitation of thy holingss and of thy
glory : where is thy zeal and thy strength, the
sounding of thy bowels, and of thy mercies to-
‘wards me? are they restrained ?

16 Doubtless thou art our father, though Abra-
ham be ignorant of us, and Israel acknowledge us
not: thou, O LoRD, art our father, our redeemer,
thy name is from everlasting.

17 € O Lorp, why hast thou made us to err
“from thy ways? and hardened our heart from thy

~ fear? Return, for thy servant’s sake, the tribes of
thine inheritance. . ‘

18 The people of thy holiness have possessed ¢
but a little while: our adversaries have trodden
down thy sanctuary.

19 We are thine, thou never barest rule over
sthem, they were not called by thy name.

Reader! do you want a specimen of prayer? Here isa most blessed
one; in which both supplication and praise, holy pleadings and wait-
ings, are most beautifully blended. And what an unanswerable argu-
ment for being heard, is made use of, in reminding God of his Cove-
nant. Those ate the strongest pleas in prayer, when we are enabled
to tell the Lord, what the Lord hath first told us; that all blessings
are in Jesus, and that whatsoever we ask in his name, believing, we
shall receive, John, xvi, 23, 24. -

~

R ——

REFLECTIONS.

- My soul! ponder well the blessed things contained in this Chapter;
and while the Prophet, in the name of the Church, is humbly en-
quiring, who Christ is, and in what garments he  appears; do thou
see whether thou canst answer the enquiry, to thy joy, in the most sa-
-tisfying tokens of thy Redeemer’s Person and righteousness. Who is
this, that cometh up with salvation, but the Lord, mighty to save?
He is One with Jehovah, in the divine nature ; and no less one with
us in the human; bone of our bone, and flesh of our flesh. His
name is indeed Wonderful, Counsellor, the Mighty God, the Ever-
lasting Futher, the Prince of Peacer Surely, Lord, thine own arm
brought salvation, and of the people there was none with thee ; and
though in all things, it bghoved thee to be made like unto. thy bres
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thren; yet, irﬁdemptionvwork, thon troddest the wine-press of the
wrath of God alone. And amidst all our rebellions, and forgetfulness
of thee. never didst thou forget us, or forego our interests. In all our
afflictions, thou wast afflicted. Thy love, and thy pity, allowed of no
abatement, for thou wast always Jesus: the same yesterday, and to-
day, and for ever. Oh! then Lord, let nothing of the waywardness
of thy children, thwart the gracious designs of thy love; but ve~
member that we are but dust, and let thy strength and thy zeal, and
the sounding of thy bowels, never be restrained. We throw ourselves
upon Covenant relationship, and beseech of thee, our God, to re~
member that most blessed promise, in which thou hast said, I will
not turn away from them to do them good : and I will put my fear in
their heart, that they shall not depart from me!

CHAP. LXIV.

CONTENTS.

This Chapter is one continued strain of prayer, from beginning to
end. It isto the same amount in supplication, us the conclusion of the
Jormer chapter, and contains the fervent crics of the Church for the di-
vine manifestations. )

H that thou wouldest rend the heavens, that
thou wouldest come down, that the moun-
. tains might flow down at thy presence, :

2 As when the melting fire -burneth, the fire
causeth the waters to boil, to make thy name
known to thine adversaries, that the nations may
tremble at thy presence.

3 When thou didst terrible things, which we
Jooked not for, thou camest down, the mountains
flowed down at thy presence.

4 For since the beginning of the world, men
have not heard, nor perceived by the ear, neither
hath the eye seen, O God, besides thee, what he
hath prepared for him that waiteth for him.

Here is a most fervent, animated prayer, in which the Church pe-
titions her Lord, that by the sovereignty of his grace, and the out-
pouring of his Hely Spirit, he would so come forth, and come down
in the midst of his people, that the mountains of sin and unbelief
might melt before him. Reader! depend upon it, when grace enables
the Church, or the individual believer, to go forth in such awaken-
ing cries of soul; the Lord, who thus prepares the heart for mercy,
is near at hand, in mercy to meet and bless his people. -

5 Thou meetest him that rejoiceth, and work-
eth righteousness, thos¢ that remember thee in thy
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ways: behold, thou art wroth, for "we have
sinned : in those is' continuance, and we shall be
saved. \ :

0 But we are all as an unclean tking, and all
our righteousness are as filthy rags, and we all do
fade as a leaf, and our iniquities, like the wind,
have taken us away.

7 And there is none that calleth upon thy name,
that stirreth up himself to take hold of thee : for
thou hast hid thy fade from us, and hast consumed

us, because of our iniquities.

To the earnest cry of the soul, that went up in the preceding sup-
plication, the humbling of the soul, in the deepest selt-abasement of
spirit, which here follows, becomes a most suited addition, in prayer.
Nothing surely can be more express, in token of heart-felt contrition,
than what is here said. The uncleanness, and the witherings of the
leaf in a wintry day, are strong figures to intimate the unworthiness
of our most_holy things. And, Reader! think, I beseech you, if the
heavens are not clean in God’s sight, and if he charge even hisangels
with folly, how shall sman be just with God ? Oh! precious, precious
Jesus! how sweet a relief to my soul.is the recollection, that the per»
petual and eternal efficacy of thy blood and righteousness taketh away
the iniquity of our mast holy things! For if, as is most true and just,
our very righteousness is filthy in the view of God, then will it fol+
]pw, that our prayer sins, our sacramental sins, our ordinance sins,
need cleansing in Christ’s blood. Oh! how blessed, and to the praise
of God my Father’s grace, is it, that both person and offering find
acceptance in Jesus the beloved !

8 But now, O Lorp, thou art our father: we
are the clay, and thou our potter, and we all are
the work of thy hand. o
9 € Be not wroth very sore, O Lorp, neither
remember iniquity for ever; behold, see, we be-
seech thee, we are all thy people.

10 The holy cities are a wilderness, Zion is a,
wilderness, Jerusalem a desolation. ' ‘

11 Our holy and our beautiful house, where our
fathers praised thee, -is burnt up with fire : and all
our pleasant things are laid waste.

12 Wilt thou refrain thyself for these things, O
Lorp? wilt thou hold thy peace, and afflict us
very sore D e R,

S A . e N
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How beautiful is the connection between the opening and close of
this prayer, and indeed the whole of the Chapter from beginning to
end! Surely, every faithful follower of the Lord Jesus, who knows
himself to be, in himself, what this prayer expresseth; and desires,
in that conviction to lie as clay in the hand of the potter, will Jook
up, in and through the Lord Jesus, and the fullness of his propitia-
tion and advocacy, and rest in humble waitings on the Lord, until
the hour of deliverance come. Wilt thou refrain thyself 2 Wilt thou
hold thy peace? Wilt thou be silent from the throne, when Jesus’s
name is pleaded ? will be the finishing and irresistible argument of
every prayer. It is as if the soul of the believingpleader should say,
« Will God forget his covenant engagements? Shall the efficacy and
merit of Jesus’s blood and righteousness cease, and the helping of
our infirmities in prayer, by God the Holy Ghost, be no more avail-
able?”’ Sweet and unanswerable pleas, these, to be sure of finding
grace and mercy in due time of need.

et B R LR oot

REFLECTIONS.

ReapEr! let us learn from this Chapter, how we are to pray, and
what we are to pray for. Surely, the Holy Ghost hath caused this
prayer of the Church, which he awakened by his grace, to be re-
corded and handed down through all ages of the Church, as a stand-
ing pattern of what words we are to take, and to come with before the
Lord: And how sure that the Lord wiil hear the prayer he awakeus
in grace, and answer it in mercy.

Blessed Spirit of grace and supplication! thou who didst thus
teach the Church; Lord, I beseech thee, teach me! For unless my
soul feels thy sweet influences in an hour of prayer, too well I know,
that my poor soul will be indifferent and unawakened to the employ-
ment, and cold and lifeless in it. But if thou, Lord, wilt graciously
set me to pray, sure I am, thou wilt give me a spirit in prayer; And
then shall I call upon a gracious Covenant God in Christ, and neither
the mountains of sin in my poor nature, nor the hills of unbelief in
my soul will stop the gracious communications from above ; but Jesus
will be. glorified in causing his grace to shine upon my soul; and God
will manifest himself, as a prayer-hearing God, tomy humble petitions
in Jesus. Then shall I run the way of thy commandments, when thou
hast enlarged my heart.

CHAP. LXV.

CONTENTS. .
We have here much, yea very much of Christ, and they who would
read this Chapter profitably, here need of much of the Spirit of Christ
‘to instruct them in it. Jesus, in the person of. his servant the Prophet,
in speaking of the call of the Gentiles, and of the sad obstinacy of the
Jews” Towards the close of the Chapter we have a cluster of the richest
gospel promises.

AM sought of them that asked not for me: 1
A am found of them that sought me not: I said,
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Behold me, behold me, unto a nation tkat was not

called by my name. ‘
We have abundant causc to bléss God the Holy Ghost, that he
would not leave the Church to her own conjectures, concerning the
person to whom this scripture referred, and by whom, under the
spirit of prophécy, it was spoken; but by his servant, the Apostle
Paul, hath opencd to us the glories and graces of the Lord Jesus as
folded up in 1t, and thereby he hath handed to us as it were a.key to
unlock the blessed eontents of the whole Chapter; See Romans,
x. throughout. Hence we are authorized to draw this conclusion, that
it is Christ, and not Isaiah, who was found by poor Gentiles, who in
a state of nature could never have known Jesus, nor have asked for
him. Oh! the riches of preventing grace! Reader! well may you
and I rejoice in the consolation, who were not called by Jesus’s name ;
- Ephes. i1. 11 to 22.

2 I have spread out my hands all the day unto
a rebellious people, which walketh in a way that
was not good : after their own thoughts: :

3 A people that provoketh me to anger con-
tinually to my face, that sacrificeth in gardens,
and burneth incense upon altars of brick :

4 Which remain among the graves, and lodge
in the monuments, which eat swine’s flesh, and
broth of abominable things is in their vessels :

5 Which say, Stand by thyself, come not near
to me, for I am holier than thou: these are a
smoke in my nose, a fire that burneth all the day.

6 Behold, it is written before me, Fwill not keep
_silence, but will recompence, even recompence
into their bosom. i

7 Your iniquities, and the iniquities of your fa-
thers together, saith the Lorp, which have burnt
incense upon the mountains, and blasphemed me
upon the hills : therefore will I measure their for-

mer work into their bosom.

This is the lamentation of Jesus over his antient people, the Jews.
And what a sad history of rcbellion, from the beginning, when God
formed them into a Church, to the time of their rejecting the Lord of
life and glory, do the scriptures furnish concerning them! Reader!
it is a hlessed relicf to a gracious soul, longing for the Redeemer’s
kingdom to come with power and glory on the earth, to recollect that
sweet promise, which must, and, we hope, is not now far off to be
fulfilled, when the Redeemer shall come to Zion, and unto them
that turn from transgression in Jacob, Isaiah, lix. 20. Rom. x1i. 26.
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8 € Thus saith the Lorp, As the new wine is
found in the cluster, and one saith, Destroy it not,
for a blessing s in it : so will 1 do for my servants’
sakes, that I may not destroy them all.:

O And I will bring forth a seed out of Jacob,
and out of Judah an inheritor of my mountains:’
and mine elect shall inherit it, and my servants
shall dwell there.

10 And Sharon shall be a fold of flocks, and
the valley of Achor a place for the herds to lie

down in, for my people that have sought me.

With an eye to this gracious promise, the Holy Ghost here sets
forth, under the similitude of a poor apparently dry and fruitless vine,
how the mercy fon Israel is preserved, and how at length it shall be-
accomplished.  To all human observation, the vine brings forth no-
thing ; but there is one who looks on and knows all, who takes no-
tice of a cluster in which the new wine is found. My beloved, (said
the Church, speaking of Jesus) is unto me as a cluster of camphire ir.
the vineyards of Engedi, Song, i. 14. Sweet consideration! Jesus in
our nature, became the preservative of our poor blighted nature, all
along from the fall. For though not then openly appearing in sub-
stance of our flesh; yet the Church subsisted in him, tke Lamb slain
JSrom the foundation of the world, Rev. xiii. 8. Colos. i. 17. Hence
therefore, He that looked on, and who could this be, but He that felg
s0 highly interested in the preservation of his Church and people, as to.
become, from everlasting, the Church’s Husband, Head, and Surety ?
said, Destroy it not; there isu blessing in it. Jesus, the promised:
seed, is in it, and must come out of it for its salvation. And hence
Jchovah saith, For my servant’s sake, I will not destroy them all.
There is a remnant according to the election of grace; and hence
Sharon and Achor shall flourish and open a door of hope to poor
transgressing Israelites, to make one fold with the Gentile church.
Here shall they lie down, and in Christ’s pasture shall they be fed.
The Reader will not forget, as a farther confirmation of those blessed
promises, and in proof thatthe eye of the Lord, at the time of de-~
livering them, was looking on the very spot where Jesus, in after
ages, should open the gospel, and give testimony to those truths that
Sharon was near to Joppa, on the west, and Ackor lay to the east-
ward, near Jordan, the sacred river, where the Lord Jesus entered on
his ministry.

11 9 But ye are they that forsake the Lorp,
that forget my holy mountain, that prepare a table
for that troop, and that furnish the drink-offering
unto that number.

12 Therefore will I number you to the sword,
Vor. V. 3T
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- and ye shall all bow down to the slaughter: be-
-cause when I called ye did not answer; when I
spake, ye did not hear, but did evil before mine
eyes, and did choose that wherein I delighted not.

_These verses contain an awful confirmation of what every day’s

. experience continues to prove, that all are not Israel, which are of
Israel, Rom. ix. 6. In every Church, under every ordinance, the
same word, the same gospel, how often is it found, that what becomes
to some the savour of life unio life, to others, becomes the savour of
death unto death! What quickens some, kills others! Hence the
Apostle declares himself and his few faithful companions to be in one
and the same moment a savour of death and of life. Solemn con-
sideration! Reader! what know you of this immense difference 2
See Acts xxviil. 23,24. 2 Cor. ii. 15, 16.

" 13 Therefore thus saith the Lord Gop, Behold,
my servants: shall eat, but ye shall be hungry :

-behold, my servants shall drink, but ye shall be
thirsty : behold, my servants shall rejoice, but ye
shall be ashamed :

’§ 14 Behold, my servants shall sing for joy of
heart, but ye shall cry for sorrow of heart, and
shall howl for vexation of spirit. :

- 15 And ye shall leave your name for a curse
unto my chosen ; for the Lord God shall slay thee,
and call his servants by-another ndiive :

16 That he who blesseth himself in the earth,
shall bless himself in the God of truth, and he
that sweareth in the earth, shall swear by the
God of truth; because the former troubles are
forgotten, and because they are hid from mine
eyes.

" Reader! do not hastily pass over the review of these verses. They
are like the pillar of cloud in the camp, which, while giving light to
lsrael, became darkness to their foes, the Egyptians. Who can read
what is here said, but with a mingled feeling of joy and trembling ?
You will soon discover your personal interest in the blessing here
spoken of, if you can say, as the verse here expresseth it, that in
blessing yourself in the earth, that is in all that concerns you while
sojourning upon earth, your blessings, in nature, in providence, and
ja grace, are all in Jesus. For this is to bless ourselves in the God
of truth, when, from knowing him to be the way, and the truth, and
the life, and knowing ourselves to be united to him, and members of
his body, 'of 'his flesh, and of his bones, all our springs of all bless-
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ings, and of all spiritual life, are in him! Reader! what sayesf.
your experience to this statement?

17 9] For behold, T create new heavens, and a
new earth : and the former shall not be remembers
ed, nor come into mind. '

18 But be ye glad and rejoice for ever in that
which T creaté : for behold, I create Jerusalem a
rejoicing, and her people a joy. ‘

These blessed promises are fulfilled in a gracious sense, when sins
ners are made new creatures in Christ Jesus; and more fulfilled in
that upper and brighter world, which John saw in‘a vision; Rev.
xxi. L—5.

19 And I will rejoice in Jerusalem, and Joy
in my people, and the voice of weeping shall bé
no more heard in her, nor the voice of crying.

20 There shall be no more thence an infant of
days, nor an old man that hath not filled his days}
for the child shall die an hundred years old, but
the sinner Jeing an hundred years old, shall be ac-
cursed.

How truly blessed is it to see and remark the- happy change
wrought in the circumstances of mankind, by the gracious effeets of
the gospel of peace. And what tends to heighten and endear those
blessings, is, that in every repewed heart, where 2 saving chan,ge is
. wrought the auspicious consequences are instantly induced, whether
in infancy: or old age. The infant in nature is an old man in grace;
for all are one in Christ Jesus: whence the sinner, though he were
to live a hundred years twice tald, and yet live out of Christ, and
without Chnst, and then dies at last, dies in the same state of con-

demnation in which he was born, and the wrath-of God abidet upcm
him, John iii. 36, ..

21 And they shall build houses, and mhab‘it

them ; and they shall plant vineyards, and’ eat the
fruit of them. .
22 They shall not build, and another mhahzt*'
they shall not plant, .and another eat : for ‘43" the
days of a tree, are the days of my people, and
mine elect shall long ergoy the work ¢f their
hands.

23 They shall not. Iabour in vain, nor brmg

’forth for trouble for they are the seed of i:he
: ..8Td -
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blessed of the Lorp, and their offspring with
them.

Every thing and every event shall be blessed to the blessed in
Christ. For it is this which secures their mercies : they are the seed,
the offspring,.the children, of Him, who is blessed of the Lord, and
are therefore, as the days of a tree, where seed is in itself, so are

" they, in Christ Jesus in the tree of Life, in the paradise of God! Rev.
Xx. 2, 3. )

24 And it shall come to pass, that before they
~call, I will answer, and while they are yet speak-
ing, I will hear.

T'have read this verse by itself, purposely to make it, beavty and
grace, and blessedness. This scripture promise hath refreshed and
encouraged the souls of very many, and thousands have been enabled
to set their seal to the truth of it. And what a rich thought is it,
that even before we call, or before we go to the throne, the answer
is prepared, and come forth. God will be before-hand with his peor
ple. And wherefore? because Jesus is thine; and in his blood and
righteousness all his redeemed are accepted. Dan. ix. 22, 23.

25 The wolf and the lamb shall feed together,
and the lion shall eat straw like the bullock : and
dust shall be the serpent’s meat. They shall not
hurt nor destroy in all my holy mountain, saith
the Lorp. :

Such will be, and must be, the eventful blessed circumstance in-
duced in the heart of every one, on whom a saving change hath been
wrought by the glorious gospel of Jesus, 'that all, in whom the Spirit
of Christ s, will live in the Spirit, and walk in the Spirit. The
1inds of men will be changed, and the power of Satan will be so
lessened, that the most uncouth and rugged tempers, like the savage
natures of the wolf'and the lion, will be softened to the gentleness of
the lamb; and God’s holy mountain, his Zion shall both fill the
earth, and become the blessing of the earth; and none shall any
Iong%r hurt or destroy, for Christ shall reign and rule for ever. Rev,
xxi, 3, 4

REFLECTIONS,

ReapEr! let us pass by all lesser considerations, to attend, with
heart-felt joy, to the many precious things said in this Chapter, con-
cerning Christ and his Church : for surely every promise here is richer
and more valuable than a pearl, and all the gold of Ophir.

And, first, may God the Holy Ghost, who hath given such blessed
views of the Lord Jesus, give us grace to behold, and take home to
our own hearts, what is said of, and by the Lord Jesus, that our me-
ditation of Him may be sweet. And let us not fail, while hearing
Christ, in such repeated endearments of character, crying out, Be-
hold me! Behold me! so to look up, and indeed behold him, as tg
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be saved by him! For surely, such repeated calls to behold Christ,
must argue a dead heart if we regard them not. God the Father
hath commanded it, Behold! (he saith) my servant, whom I uphold
smine elect, in whom my soul delighteth! God the Holy Ghost saith
also, by his servant John the Baptist: Behold the Lamb of God whick
tafeth away the sin of the world. And the Lord Jesus himself, with
reiterated invitations of grace, enjoins the same, when he saith,
Behold me! Behold me! Reader! what are your apprehensions and,
views of these things? Isaiah, xlii. John, i. 29.

When we have duly pondered over the subject, as it concerns
Jesus, and our knowledge and enjoyment of him, let us next consider
the many gracious calls and promises given to the Church in Jesus,
in this chapter, as it concerns the Church. And oh! for grace here .
also to receive every promise, and to act faith upon all God’s cove~
pant promises i1 Christ as the sure earnest of the Spirit in the heart.
Never, surely, was there a more blessed cluster of promises brought
together, for the Church continually to feast upon, than what the
Holy Ghost hath set before us in this Chapter. Let us see to it, my
brother, that we accept them in this point of view, and remember,
that they are not yea and nay, but of God in Christ are all yea and
amen ; certain, unquestionable, and sure. Lord, I would say, both
for myself and Reader, cause them to be all yes and amen; to thy
glory and our exceeding great joy in Christ Jesus for ever.

CHAP. LXVI,

CONTENTS.

The Prophet is here come to the close of his Prophetical writings,
and a blessed close he makes. The Chapter seems to be but the con-
tinuation of the same subject as the former ; full of consolation to God’s
people, and marking all their mercies in Christ.

THUS saith the Lorp, The heaven is my
throne, and the earth is my footstool : where
is the house that ye build unto me? and where is
the place of my rest?

2 For all those things hath mine hand made, and
all those things have been, saith the Lorp : but to
this man will I look, even to him that is poor and

of a contrite spirit, and trembleth at my word.

Stephen, in his address to the Jewish Council, made a quotation
from hence, and in direct application, to theit characters. But what
a very blessed and condescending way was this, of Jehovah’s speak-
ing! And what unheard of, unexplored, yea, unknown mercies, must
be contained in the basom of this astonishing declaration of the Lord !
Though the heaven of heavens cannot contain him, yet will he con-
descend both ta look to the man of a contrite heart, and even dwell
in him. " Paul the Apostle seems to have followed up his earnest ad-
dress for the Church on this very ground, and perhaps from this antho-
'yity, Ephes. iii. 14 to the end. '
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3 He that killeth an ox, is as if he slew a man:
he that sacrificeth a lamb, as i ke cut off a dog’s
neck : he that offereth an oblation, as if he of-
fered swine’s blood : he that burneth incense, as #f
he blessed an idol: yea, they have chosen their
own ways, and their soul delighteth in their abo-
minations.

4 1 also will choose their delusions, and will
bring their fears upon them ; because when I call-
ed, none did answer ; when I spake, they did not
hear: but they did evil before mine eyes, and

chose ¢hat in which I delighted not.

I should apprehend that by the killing of an ox, here spoken of,
is not simply meant the act of killing the beast, but with an eye to
sacrifice. And if I do this in the idea of an offering, I do thereby
set at nought the great sacrifice of the Lord Jesus; and this would
be what the Apostle calls crucifying him afresh, and putting him io
an open shame. There is an uncommon degree of expression in those
words, as ¢f ke slew a man ; meaning the man Christ Jesus. Who-
ever looks to sacrifices, since the sacrifice of the Lord Jesus Christ,
by way of acceptance, doth to all intents and purposes virtually de-
clare that he fears Christ’s sacrifice was not all-sufficient, and therefore
he adds this by way of making up the deficiency. And such, by the.
way it may be observed, is, more or less, the danger of mingling
any thing of our own with the perfect offering hody of Jesus Christ,
which was offered once for all. . ’

5 € Hear ye the word of the Lokp, ye that trem-
ble at his word, Your brethren that hated you,
that cast you out for my name’s sake, said, Let
the Lorp be glorified: but he shall appear to your
joy, and they shall be ashamed. =~

What a vast difference is found in the minds of men under the
word ! To some, how blessed ;, to athers, how uninteresting! Reader;!
do not forget who it js that maketh men to differ, 1 Cor, iv. 7.

6 A voice of noise from' the city, a voice from
the temple, a voice of the Lorp, that rendereth
recompence to his.enemies.
" 7 Before she travailed, she brought forth: be-
fore her pain came, she was delivered of a man-
child. . C I
. 8 Who hath heard such: a thing? who hath
seen such things ? shall the earth be made to bring
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forth in one day, or shall a nation be born at once?
for as soon as Zion travailed, she brought forth
her children. ,

9 Shall I bring to the birth, and not cause to
bring forth? saith the Lorp: shall I cause to
bring forth, and shut the womb 2 saith thy God.

Perhaps the voice here spoken of, means the voice of the gospel ¢
and the effects of it follow. Quick was the success, when the Holy
Ghost came upon them that heard the voice. Jehovah inquireth
whether such things were ever heard of before?  And the Apostle
Paul asserts, that when the Lord thus works by his word, and in his
word, souls shall be constrained to confess, that God was in that word
of @ trutk; 1 Cor. xiv. 25.

10 Rejoice ye with Jerusalem, and be glad with
her, all ye that love her: rejoice for joy with her,
all ye that mourn for her:

11 That ye may suck, and be satisfied with the
breasts of her consolations: that ye may milk
out, and be delighted with the abundance of her

lory.

s lg For thus saith the Lorp, Behold, I will ex-

tend peace to her like a river, and the glory of

the Gentiles like a flowing stream : then shall ye
suck, ye shall be borne upon her sides, and be
dandled upon her knees.

. 13 As one whom his mother comforteth, so will
I comfort you: and ye shall be comforted in Je-
rusalem. ‘

14 And when ye see this, your heart shall re-
joice, and your bones shall flourish like an herb :
and the hand of the Lorbp shall be known toward
his servants, and /Zis indignation towards his ene-

mies.

All these are so many blessed promises, with which the Church was
to be distinguished in gospel days, when the Lord had brought home
his holy word with power to the heart. Ordinances were to become
blessed ; Jesus alone shoum be blessed, and her people in her; and
so endeared should the people be to the Lord, that is, Jesus’s tender-
ness over them should be like the tenderness of a mother! We do not
find this image of the mother’s tenderness frequently made use of
in scripture ; but when it is, the Lord makes it most gracious indeed.
See Isaiah, xlix, 15, ‘
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15 For behold, the Lorp will come with fire,
and with his chariots like a whirlwind, to render
Eis anger with-fury, and his rebukes with flames of

re.

16 For by fire and by his sword will the Lorp
plead with all flesh: and the slain of the Lorp
shall be many. ‘

17 They that sanctify. themselves, and purify
themselves in the gardens, behind one tree in the
midst, eating swine’s flesh, and the abomination,
and the mouse ; shall be consumed together, saith
the Lorp.

The Lord is here sspeaking of his judgment upon sinners, who de~
spise his ordinances, and eorrupt and pollute them. Mingling ought
with them thcy become a pollution; Exod. xx. 25.

18 For I inow their works and their thoughts :
it shall cone, that I will gather all nations and
tongues, and they shall come and see my glory.

19 And I will set a sign among them, and I
will send those that escape of them wunto the
nations, fo Tarshish, Pul, and Lud, that draw the
bow, to 'Tubal and Javan, to the isles afar off, that'
have not heard my fame, neither have seen my
glory ; and they shall declare my glory among the
Gentiles.

20 And they shall bring all your brethren for
an offering unto the LorDp, out of all nations,
upon horses, and in chariots, and in litters, and
upon mules, and upon swift beasts, to my holy.
mountain Jerusalem, saith the I.orD, as the chil-
dren of Israel bring an offering in a clean vessel
into the house of the Lorb.

21 And I will also take of them for priests, and
for Levites, saith the Lorbp.

22 Yor as the new heavens, and the new earth
which I will make, shall remain before me, saith
the Lorp, so shall your seed and your name re-
main.
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23 And it shall come to pass, (4at from one new
moon to another, and from one sabbath to another, '
shall all flesh come to worship before me, saith -
the 1LoRD. :

24 And they shall go forth, and look upon the
carcases of the men’that have transgressed against -
me : for their worm shall not die, neither shall.,
their fire be quenched, and they shall be an ab-"

horring unto all flesh. ‘ ,

The call of the Gentiles, the gathering of the Jews, the formation
of a kingdom of priests and kings, the wonders to be accomplished
in redemption, and the awful state of those who finally reject the.
gospel, seem to be the several outlines of the subjects, with which ;
the Prophet folds up, and concludes his inspired scripture. The
images of the worm that dieth not, and the fire not to be quenched,”
our Lord himself, three times in one Chapter, makes use of, when:
delivering his solemn truths, Mark, ix. 44, 46, 48. And very evi-.
dent it is, from the declarations of both the Master and his servant,
that an awful termination must, and will follow the rejection of such-
great salvation, while mercy, peace, and grace, will be to them who-
come, from one new moon to another, 1o worship the Lord #n-the.
cauty of holiness, and are found in Christ to the praise of the glory,
of his grace, who Lath made khis people accepted in the beloved,

E;)h. i. 6.

REFLECTIONS.

Reaper! let us pause over the close of Isaiah’s prophecy, and
abserve with the humblest reverence and godly fear, how the Prophet:
in folding up his ministry, calls the Church in this last Chapter,
once more, finally and fully, to the contemplation of Jehovah.
‘With what a solemn close; Thus saith the Lord. As if, with an in~
delible seal, the whole was to be left upon the minds of the peoples
As if the Prophet had given in his commission, with reminding them,
that what he had delivered, was all in the name, and by the authority’
of Him that was, and that is,.and that is to come! And observe how
he speaks of his distinguishing character: The heaven is his throne,
and, the earth is his footstool. God’s throne is indeed every where,
but in an eminent special manifestation of himself, as _the Prophet
was commissioned to set forth. His throne is in the person of Christ, -
It is there that he promiseth to come and méet and bless his pcople.
Christ is, and was the mercy-seat; and in him, and from him, he
communeth with ¢the man that is poor, end of @ contrite spirit, His
dwelling is in Christ; his ordinances are in him; the whole of his
mercy, grace, goodness, love, as displayed to poor fallen man, are
all in him. And therefore to slight Jesus is to slight God in Christ;
to kill an ox in sacrifice, is as if the sinner crucified the Son of God
afresh, because he thereby intimates as if the one offering of the
body of ‘.,Iesus Christ, once for all, had not for ever perfected them

OL. 30
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that are sanctified. Pause, Reader, over the solemn view, and let us
learn to bless God, more and more for his unspeakable gift!

-And oh! thou blessed, eternal, glorious Jehovah! give us grace to
hail thee, in thy threefold character of person, Father, Son, and |
Holy Ghost; and give us grace to accept all thy gracious purposes
of salvation, thus brought home and unfolded to us, in and by Jesus
Christ. Truly, Lord, we may, and do cry out, in the words of this
scripture, Who hath heard such a thing? Who hath seen such things &
Shall the earth bring forth in one day ? But in truth and indeed,
Lord, in that one memorable day of Jesus’s incarnation, a nation
was born in him at once; and therefore shall not every poor sinner,
in "his new birth in Christ, say, Oh! Lord! thou hast indeed b ought
to the birth, and caused to bring forth. Thou hast caused to bring -
Sorth, and not shut the womb, oh our God! We will therefore re-
joice with Jerusalem, and be glad with her in her glorious King i
and we will in him, and his name, milk out the breasts of her con-
solations, and be delighted with the abundance of her glory !

‘Farewel, Isaiah! farewel, thou servant of the most high God!
While we bless thy Lord and Master, because he hath pleasure in the
prosperity of his ‘servants, we would love thee, as the instrument of
so much good to his Church and people, as it hath pleased the Lord,
by thy preaching and writings, to accomplish: and in thine own
words, we would say, How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet
of him that bringeth good tidings, that publisheth peace ; that bringeth
good tidings of good, that publisheth salvation ; that saith unto Zion,
Thy God reigneth ! Thou art entered into his rest. Thou hast found,
according to-thine own prophecy, that Jesus is the rest, wherewith he
causeth the weary to rest, and this is the refreshing. And He that
gave thee, and the Patriarchs and Prophets, faith to live and die in
the full enjoyment of faith, not having received the promises, but
having seen them afar off, and were persuaded of them, and embraced
them : will give us grace and faith now to be the patient followers of
them, who through faith and patience now inherit the promises!

. Oh! thou o whom give all the Prophets witness! Do thou, blessed
Lord Jesus, give witness by thy Holy Spirit in our hearts, to theix
word ; that seeing we are compassed about with so great a cloud of wit-
nesses, we may lay aside every weight, and the sin which doth so easily.
beset us, and that we may run with patience the race that is set before ~
us, looking unta thee, the Author and finisher of our faith! Amen,
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