TIIE BOOK OF ESTHERS

GENERAL OBSERVATIONS.

HE book of Esther is as singular a record as any in the Bible.
That it hath beeu received iuto the canon of scripture, and ac-
cepted as part of theinspired writings, is sufficient to confirm its di-
vine authority ; at least that part which is contained in the ten chap-
ters wserted i this book. What follows as the supposed continu-
ance of the history in the book called the Apocrypha, is altogether
so questionable, that the Jews never received 1t into the canon of
their scripture. :

The book itself contains an interesting memoir of that part of the
Jewish history which belongs to the children of the captivity which
remained in Babylon, and fell under the Persian government, who
did ot return to Jerusalem with the captives which returned, when
permitted so to do in the reign of Cyrus, king of Persia.

It 1s not certain who was the penman of 1t, though from a pas-
sage in one of the chapters (ix. 20.) it should seem that Mordecai
committed it to writing. Certain it is, that he was well qualified
for the office.

The subjectis the danger to which that part of God’s church was
exposed from the hatred of her enemies; and the Lord’s watchful
care over his people m the wonders of his providence. Some few
leading characters here and there interspersed, seem to point to the
Lord Jesus; and which the reader will do well to be very diligent
in looking after.

The pertod of time to which this book refers is not very clearly
ascertained, That it was a considerable space after the first return
of the children of the captivity is certain, for Cyrus was then king,
and Darius followed.  And the first year of the reign ‘of Cyrus was
about 536 years before the coming of the L.ord Jesus Christ.
Whereas this could not have been less than twenty years after. Some
indeed have dated it nearly 70 years after. .

L only here, as in all former instauces, request the Reader'to begin
the perusal of it in prayer, that he may find sufficient cause to end it
in praise. Al scripture (the apostle saith) is given by inspiration
of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction,

Jorinstruction in righteousness ; that the man of God may be per-
- fect, thoroughly furnished unto all good works.
Vor. 1L 4 U

\



694 ESTHER. [cH. 1.

[~ ——— e

CHAP. L

CONTENTS.

Tllg's book opens with the history of a great feast mude by the king of
Persia to his high lords and captains. The queen being sent for to the
bangquet, refuseth to come. '

NOW it came to pass in the days of Ahasue-"

"N rus, (this s Ahasuerus which reigned, from
India even unto Lthiopia, over an hundred and
seven and twenty provinces) :

It is not very material to enquire, and especially as the Holy Ghost
hath not shewn, who this Ahasuerus was.- It is more than probable it is
ﬂ.le same with Artaxerxes, Ezra iv. G, 7.—Butin respect to the extent of
his empire, I think it iore important to remark that it must have been
a most extensive one. It was much larger than the one Daniel speaks
of, Dan, vi. 1. But Reader! think what a dominion is that of the Lord
Jesus Christ, which is from sca o sea, and from the river even unto the
ends of the earth. Think also, amidst all the greatuess of Ahasuerus, how
shot:t and transient his reign was. Whereas Jesus reigneth for ever, and
of his duration and kingdom there shall be noend. Hail, thou glorious,
thou almighty, thou universal and eternal monarch! Psm. lxxii. 8,
17—~19. ‘

2 That in those days, when the king Ahasuerus

. sat on the throne of his kingdom, which was in
Shushan the palace,

3 Int the third year of his reign, he made a
feast unto all his princes and his servants; the
power of Persiaand Media, the nobles and princes
of the provinces, being before him:

4 When he shewed the riches of his glorious
kingdom and the honour of his excellent majesty
many days, cven an hundred and fourscore days.

5 And when these days were expired, the king
made a feast unto all the people that were present
in Shushan the palace, both unto great and small,
seven days, in the court of the garden of the king’s
palace; '

6 Where were white, green, and blue, hangings,
fastened with cords of fine linen and purple to
silver rings and pillars of marble: the beds were.
of gold and silver, upon a pavement of red, and
blue, and white, and black, marble.
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7 And they gave z‘hem dunk in vessels of gold,
(the vessels being diverse one from another); and
royal wine in abundance, according to the state
of the king.

8 And the drinking was according to the law ;
none did compel: for so the king had appointed
to all the officers of his house, that they should
do according to every man’s pleasure.

9 Also Vashti the queen made a feast for the

women un the royal house which belonged to king
Abhasuerus. ,

Reader! what a pitiful feast is this after all! to what good but
waste. To what purpose but gluttony. 'To what intention but to feed
our corrupt passions, lust and vanity. But turn your thoughts to Je-
sus. ‘He hath made a feast indeed to all his princes and servants. 4
JSeast of fat things; and where he himself is both the Lord of it, and the
whole of the banquet. = Ahasuerus’s feast was held for his princes and
Iis nobles: But Jesus hath made a feast to all people: Isaiah xxv. 6,
Ahasuerus’s feast lasted for 184 days: Jesus’s feast for ever, Ahasuerus
shewed the richesof his kingdom: Jesus hath not only shewedl his people
his glory, but made them partakers of it, and causeth them to sit down
with him in his kingdom.  Oh! for grace to adore the sovereign Re-
deemer as the king in Zion, and the Lord both of heaven and earth,

10 ¢ On the seventh day, when the heart of
the king was merry with wine, he commanded
Mehuoman, Biztha, Harbona, Bigtha, and Abag-
tha, Zethar, and Carcas, the seven chamberlains’
that served in the presence of Ahasuerus the
king,

11 To bring Vashti the queen before the king
with the crown royal, to shew the people and the
princes her beauty : for she was fair to look on.

12 But the queen Vashti refused to come at the
king’s commandment by his chamberlains: there-

fore was the king very wroth, and his anger burned
in him.

13 9 Then the king said to the wise men, which
knew the times, (for so was the king’s manner to-
ward all that knew law and Judoment

14 And the next unto him was Carshena, She<

‘4 U 2
#
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thar, Admatha, Tarshkish, Meres, Marsena, and
Memucan, the seven princes of Persia and Media,
which saw the king’s face, and which sat first -
in the kingdom;) .

15 What shall wedo unto the queen Vashti ac-
cording to law, because she hath not performed the
commandment of the king Ahasuerus by the cham-
berlains ?

16 And Memucananswered before the king and
the princes, Vashti the queen hath not done wrong
to the king only, butalso to all the princes, and to
all the people thatare in all the provincesof the kmO'
Abasuerus.

17 For this deed of the queen shall come abroad
unto all women, so that they shall despise their
husbands in their eyes, when it shall be reported,
The king Ahasuerus commanded Vashti the queen
to be brought in before him, but she came not.

18 Likewise shall the ladies of Persia and Media
say this day unto all the king’s princes, which have .
heard of the deed of . the queen. Thus shall there
arise too much contempt and wrath,

19 If it please the king, let there go a royal
commandment from hun, and let it be written
among the laws of the Persians and the Medes,
that it be not altered, that Vashti come no more
before king Ahasuerus and let the king give
her royal estate unto another that is better than
she.

20 And when the king’s decree w hld} he shall
make shall be published thmuwhout all his empire, -
( for it is great) all the wives shall give to their
husbands honour, both to great and small.

21 And the saying pleased the king and the
princes; and the king did according to the word
of Memucan:

22 For he sent letters into all the king’s pro-
vinces, into every province according to the writ-
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ing thereof, and to every people after their lan-
guage, that every man should bear rulein hisown
house, and that i¢ should be published according to
the language of every people.

We have here the relation of the sad effects of feasting and drunken-
pess, which for the most part ead in broils and contentions, and some-
times even in bloodshed and murder. Reader! recollect in your own
knowledge whether you cannot call to mind evils resulting from intem-
perance. Iadeed it can produce so good. The pampering our corrupt
appetites, and feeding more than pature requires for sustenance, is at all
times peruicious. Here we have an antient history of a divorce between
Ahasuerus and hisqueen.  And in more modern times what horribie con-
sequences have ensued in public bodies, and in private life, from the ex-
cess of sensuality. Reader! depend upon it the happiness of man, eveq

in relation to this life only, must consist in crucifying the flesh with its
affections and lusts.

D e -
REFLECTIONSAS.

My soul! let some of the improvements this scripture furnisheth lead
thee to contemplate the sad state of man by the fall? What do we read
of this great king and his vast empire of good. What hungry bellies did
he fill; what poor did he nourish: and what misery did he relieve ? Not
a word of these royal acts, How would his hame have been handed
down to posterity had some sweet records like these have been given to
us. Andyet infinitely higher, and more illustrious, had his reverence and
love of God been recorded. Could it have been said that his court and
people, led by his example, were pious towards God, and gracious to-
wards men? Instead of this, we hear of nothing concerning him but
feasting and lust, pride and passion.

From such a prince let us turn to one who was, and is, the reverse.
Yes! blessed Jesus, thou art the prince of the kings of the earth; and
both in empire, in love, and power, and grace, and goodness, all thy
people can desire. Under thy reign every thing is formed for real
splendour, real happiness and joy. Thou causest them that love thee to
inherit substance, yea durable riches, and righteousness. Thou makest a
feast indeed, a gracious, spiritual feast, and art thyself the food thereof.
And thy feast is to lead thy people into green pastures, and feed them
beside the still waters of comfort. And by and by thou wilt- bring,
them all home to thine everlasting mansions of light, and joy, and hap-
piress ubove, where thou wilt lead them 7o founiains of living waters,”
axd where thow wilt wipe away all tears from all eyes.

CIIAP. 1L

CONTENTS.

This chapter is a continuation of the history, resulting from the
Jormer. Vashti the queen being deposed, Esther, a jewish girl, is
chosen. Mordecai her relation is enabled o make discovery of a treason
meditated ageainst the king.,

\
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FTER these things, when the wrath of king

A Ahasuerus was appeased, he remembered
Vashti, and what she had done, and what was de-
creed against her.

2 Then said the king’s servants that ministered
unto him, Let there be fair young virgins sought
for the king:

3 And let the king appoint officers in all the
provinces of the kingdom, that they may gather -
together all the fair young virgins unto Shushan
the palace, to the house of the women, unto the
custody of Hege the king’s chamberlain, keeper of
the women; and let their things for purification

“be gtven them : ,

4 And let the maiden which pleaseth the king
be queen instead of Vashti. And the thing pleased
the king ; and he did so. ,

The most interesting remark, as it strikes me upon what is here said, is,
1o observe into what a degraded state our poor mnature is fallen, when
that which ariseth from the fall of our nature is made a pretence to the
indulging of it. The union of Adam and Eve in the garden of Eden, tle
apostle tells us, was a mystery, intimating the resemblance between
Christ and his church. But when the devil corrupted our nature to se-

parate from God, the chastity of man’s attachment to his partner was
corrupted also. Ephes. v. 25—33. ‘

5 Now in Shushan the palace there wasa certain
Jew, whose name was Mordecai, the son of Jair, .
the son of Shimei, the son of Kish, a Benjamite;

6 Who had been carried away from Jerusalem,
with the captivity which had been carried away
with Jeconiah king of Judah, whom Nebuchad-

nezzar the king of Babylon had carried away.
Most likely the whole, cause for which the history of this transaction
in the Persian court is recorded in the scriptures of God, is only to in-
troduce certain great events belonging to the church. So that in fact the
principal part of the history begins at this place. The Reader, there-
fore, will not fail to keep this as the grand point in view through the
whole. And let him further observe, by what slender means the Lord
is pleased te carry ou his great designs concerning his church and
people. When Jesus, our adorable Redeener, came upon earth, in what
an humbleé way and manner was he introduced. Who should have
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thought such vast and glorious designs as redemption bath produced,
should have opened with so low a beginning?

7 And he brought up ITadassah, that is, Esther,
l]lS uncle’s dauuhte tor she had neither father
nor mother, and the mald was fair and beautiful ;

- whom Mordecai, when her fatherand mother were

dead, took for his own daughter.
Though Esther makes in the after-part of this history so considerable
a figure, yet her introduction is but humble,

8 So it came to pass, when the king’s command-
ment and his decree was heard, and when many
maidens were gathered t0<fether unto Shushan the
palace, to the custody of Hegai, that Esther was
brought also unto the king’s house, to the custody
of Hegal, keeper of the women.

9 And the maiden pleased him, and she ob-
tained kindness of him ; and he speedily gave hér
her things for purification, with such things as be-'
longed to her, and seven maidens, whick were meet
to be given her, out of the king’s house: and he
preferred her and her maids unto the best place of
the house of the women.

10 Isther had not shewed her people nor her
kindred: for Mordecai had charged her that she
should not shew .

11 And Mmdecai walked every day before the
court of the women’s house, to know how Lsther
did, and what should become of her.

12 Now when every maid’s turn was come to go
in to king Ahasuerus, after that she had been
twelve montha, according to the manner of the
"~ women, for so were the daya of their purification
accomplished, 7o wit, six months with oil of myrrh,
and six mwonths with sweet odours, and with
other things for the purifying of the women;)

13 Then thus came every maiden unto the king
whatsoever she desired was given her to go Wlth
her out of the house of the women unto the Lmo s

house.
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14 In the evening she went, and on the morrow
she returned into the second house of the women,
tothecustody of Shaashgaz, the king’s chamberlain,
~which kept the concubives: she came in unto the
king no more, except the king delighted in her,
and that she were called by name.

15 € Now when the turnof Esther, the daughter
of Abihail the uncle of Mordecai, who had taken
her for his daughter, was come to go in unto the
king, she required nothing but what Hegai the
king’s chamberlain, the keeper of the women, ap-
pointed. And Esther obtained favour in the sight
of all them that looked upon her.

16 So Esther was:taken unto king Ahasuerus
into his house royal in the tenth wonth, which &
the month Tebeth, in the seventh year of his reign.

17 And the kingloved Esther above all the wo-
men, and she obtained grace and favour in his sight
more than all the virgins; so that he set the royal
crown upon her head, and made her queen instead
of Vashti. ,

18 Then the king made a great feast unto all
his princes and his servants, even Esther’s feast ;
and he made a release to the provinces, and gave
gifts, according to the state of the king. ‘

19 Aund when the virgins were gathered toge-
ther the second time, then Mordecai sat at the
king’s gate. - o

20 Esther had not yet shewed her kindred nor
her people; as Mordecai had charged her: for
Fsther did the commandment of Mordecai, like

-as when she was brought up with him.

1 do not think it necessary to interrupt the progress of this history
through these verses with any remarks. The relation given of the
events is in a beautiful style of simplicity. Esther is represented in
a most amiable light, and with a mind, suited as it should seem, for any
nation. We may and we ought indeed, to observe, in the wonderful
transition of circumstances, from the condition of a poor Jewish orphan,
apparently friendless, and unconnected with any that seemed likely 1o
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promote her advance in the world to that of the throne of Persia, what
great events the Lord in his providence is pleased to accomplish, and it
should direct our miuds to lock up, and contemplate a divine hand in
every event. But Reader! I can tell you of a still more marvellous in-
stance of Almighty power, namely, when a poor friendless sinner is taken
from the prison and the tyranny of Satan, and regenerated by the Holy
Ghost, betrothed to Jesus, and made a child of God by adoption and by

grace,

21 In those days, while Mordecai sat in the
king’s gate, two of the king’s chamberlains, Big-
than and Teresh, of those which kept the door,

* were wroth, and sought to lay hand on the king
Abhasuerus. )

22 Anud the thing was known to Mordecai, who
told # unto Esther the queen; and Esther cer-
tified the king thereof in Mordecai’s name.

23 And when inquisition was made of the mat-
ter, it was found out; therefore they were both
hanged on a tree: and it was written in the book
of the chronicles before the king.

I request the Reader not to lose sight of this transaction, particularly
the part that Mordecai had in it ; for it became a. point of great impor-
tance in the sequel of Merdecai’s life. This small event, as it should
seem to have been respecting Mordecai, the Lord graciously overruled,
when a deep and desperate attempt was made against the church in the
after stages of cruelty intended to be exercised upon it, and by it ac-
complished the church’s deliverance. By small means sometimes the Lord
carrieth on the secret purposes of his holy will. It is beautiful to mark
how the Lord doth this in all our own concerns. The Psalmist saith, that
whoso is wise will ponder these things, they shall understand the
doving-kindness of the Lord. Psm. cvii. 43.

et et A B et At e .
REFLECTIONS.

READER! let the view here afforded of the sad corruption and base
lusts of our poor fallen mature, add oue conviction more to all thou hast
already received of the great necessity and immense blessing of the pure
. gospel of Christ. Well might the angels call it glad tidings of great joy,

which should be to all people. For what tidings more glad, or what joy
greater, than to tell a poor sinner, who feels a body of sin and death, of
uncleanness and inordinate affection, that there is a fountain open to him
for sin and uncleanness ; thatthere is e spirit to mortify the deeds of the
body, by which he may live. Oh! the unspeakable mercy folded up in
this proclamation of liberty to poor captives. Captives to sin, to Satan,
to divers lusts and pleasures, to the effect of anger, malice, hatred, vari-
ance, and all theworks of the flesh. Yes! precious Jesus, thou hast
brought delivecance in thy gospel from the vile passions of our nature in
Vor. I, 4
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this life; and by thy great salvation deliverance from the wrath to come.
Oh! Lord deliver me from myself, from my own corrupt nature; from
a body of corruption under which I yet groan. Make me holy as thou
art holy, and never, dearest Lord, suffer me upon any occasion, or from
any cause, to be making provision for the flesh to fulfil the lusts
thereof ?

Rez{der! when you have gathered this instruction from the view of the
ungoverned lusts of men, as read to us in this chapter; turnyour thoughts
and gather another sweet instruction, from the overruling providence of
God, as sweetly taught us in this history in making the very corrupt pas-
sions of men, minister to his glory. Never doth the Lord manifest more
strikingly his sovereignty and grace, than when he compels the very pas-
sions of bad men, to promote the sacred purposes of his holy will. The
church of God was about to be brought into dauger. How shall the
Lord, without openly displaying his interposition, preserve it? Why
thus. Ahasuerus turning off his queen Vashti to gratify his anger, shall
be influenced 1o the choice of Esther, to supply her place. And Esther,
unknown to him, being of the children of the captivity, shall be brought
forward as the Lord’sinstrument, to the preservation of his people. Nei-
ther is this all. For as a secondaryaid to the accomplishment of this pur-
pose, Mordecai shall be brought acquainted with a plot laid against the
king’s life, a record shall be made of his loyalty, which shall not immedi»
diately be rewarded, butbrought forth in due season. Oh! how beautiful
Is it, to watch the ways and works of our wonder-working God. Justly is
it said, that his way is in the sea, and his path in the great waters, and
tiis footsleps are not known. Reader! make application of this blessed
doctrine to your own person and circumstances, and depend upon it you
‘will find continual opportunity, of proving the same thing. The eyes of
ithe Lord run to and fro throughout the whole earth, to shew himself
strong in behalf of them whose keart is perfect toward him.

"CHAP. III

CONTENTS.

We have here the church of God brought into great danger, and
threatened with total destruction. Haman the Agagite is advanced by
the king to great honors ; being slighted by Mordecai he determineth re-
venge upon the whole nation of Israel.

% FTER these things did king Ahasuerus pro-
mote Haman the son of Hammedatha the
Agagite, and advanced him, and set his seat above

all the princes that were with him.

The Reader should recollect, for the better apprehension of this his-,
tory, that at this time the kingdom of Persia, as the Roman in after
ages, and the Babylonian in former times, swayed the sceptre of the then
known world, This Haman therefore, it is probable, had been brought
under the government of Persia, and being at court had gained the fa-
vour of Ahasuerus, ‘

\
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2 And all the king’s servants, that were in the
king’s gate, bowed, and reverenced Haman: for

the king had so commanded concerning him,

But Mordecai bowed not, nor did hun reverence.

3 'Then the king’s servants, which were in the
king’s gate, said unto Mordecai, Why transgressest
thou the king’s commandment ?

4 Now it came to pass, when they spake daily
unto him, and he hearkened not unto them, that
they told Haman, to see whether Mordecai’s
matters would stand : for he had told them that

he was a Jew.

At the first reading of this passage, it may seem somewhat extraordi-
nary to a common Reader, that Mordecai should refuse to pay homage
to Haman. But the reason will soon be discovered, when we call’
to mind what God had commanded his people on this point. Ha-
man, we are told, was an Agagile; a descendant, therefore, of that
Agag, who was king of the Amalekites; against whom the Lord had
sworn, that his people should have war, from generation to generation.
Hence, therefore, Morgdecai considered the Lord’s command, and refused
to bow down to an Amalekite: so that nothing can be more beautiful in
proof of Mordecai’s faithfulness. Though bis life was at stake, and he
knew that the absolute power of the king might order him to death with-
out trial ; yet he feared not the wrath of the king, like another champion
for the truth of old, for ke endured, as sceing him who is invisible.
"Exod. xvil. 14—16. Deut. xxv. 17—19. 1 Sam. xv. 2, 8. 32, 33.
Heb. xi. 7. :

5 And when Haman saw that Mordecai bowed
not, nor did him reverence, then was Haman full of
wrath. \

6 And he thought scorn to lay hands on Mor-
decai alone; for they had shewed him the people
of Mordecai: wherefore Haman sought to destroy
all the Jews that were throughout the whole king-

dom of Ahasuerus, even the people of Mordecai.
Mark the true Amalekitish spirit in this mongter of iniquity. Suppose
that Mordecai was everso deserving of death, was it not enough,Haman, to
cut him off; but thou must destroy a whole nation with him? Alas!
what a desperate heighth the bad passions of bad men are capable of ad-
vancing to. But, Reader! may we not spiritualize the passage, ‘and be-
hold in it (like Pharaoh in Egypt) the hatred of the world against the
church of Jesus, It was the enemy of souls which caused this hellish
design to take flame in the breast of Haman. And at the bottom of this
intended destruction, it was Jesus, and his church and people, whiclt the
. 4 X2
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‘Devil ainted at one blow to destroy. Ch! how precious it is, to behold
the Lord’s watchful eye over his people. Destroy it not, (saith He that

looketh on) there is a blessing in it. Yes! Jesus is in it, and it cannot
be hurt. [saiah Ixv. 8.

7 In the first month, that z, the month Nisan,
in the twelfth year of king Ahasuerus, they
cast Pur, that i, the lot, before Haman from day
to day, and from month to month, # the twelfth
month, that s, the month Adar.

1t should seem, that what is here said concerning the casting of thelot,
means as if Haman was using seme art or contrivance, by way of better
forwarding his malicieus designs. One thing, however, seems clear from
it, that as the lot did not turn up until the twelfth month, it gave a longer
- time for the Lord’s purposes, concerning the delivery of his people, to
ripen. Solomon tells us, that the lot is cast into the lap, but the whole
disposing thereof is of the Lord. Prov. xvi. 33. No doubt, while these
diabolical designs of Haman were contriving, the Lord’s people were
sharply exercised. And, no doubt, great opportunity was afforded for
prayer. Reader! the delay of judgments and of mercies may be all
sanctified, when they lead us the oftener to the throne of grace.

8 And Haman said unto king Ahasuerus,
There is a certain people scattered abroad and
dispersed among the people in all the provinces
of thy kingdom; and their laws are diverse from
all people; neither keep they the king’s laws:
therefore it s not for the king’s profit to suffer
them. '

9 If it please the king, let it be written that they
may be destroyed: and I will pay ten thousand
talents of silver to the hands of those that have
the charge of the business, to bring # into the
king’s treasuries. .

Now the policy of hell begins to work. Never, surely, was there a
deeper scheme of revenge formed. Oh! how well it is for us that the
Lord looks on. Reader! what a relief is it to the mind, when at any
time iniquity abounds, to remark the tender, watchful love of Jesus over
his church.  His message to theichurch of Smyrna is an example of this
kind, never to be forgotton. Fear none of those things which thou
shalt suffer: behold the devil shall cast some of you into prison, that ye
may be tried ; and ye shall have tribulation ten days; be thou faithful
unto death, and I will give thee a crown of life. Rev.ii. 10. How
sweet and consolatory are these words. 'The devil, like Haman, would
have cast them all; but the Lord saith, it should only be some of them.
And he would have cast them into kell; but no, saith Jesus, it shall be but
in prison. And he would have kept them there for ever; but it shall be
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ouly fen days. Oh! how sure is the crown, when Jesus hath pur-
chased it.

10 And the king took his ring from his hand,
and gave it unto Haman the son of Hammedatha
the Agagite, the Jews’ enemy. -

11 And the king said unto IHaman, The-
silver s given to thee, the people also, to do-

with them as it seemeth good to thee.

Was there ever so foolish, as well as worthless, a monarch, as this poor
unthinking Persian, to consent to an act so cruel. Reader' remark it,
wherever the gratification of corrupt lusts reign in the body, the mind
will be also under the dominion of cruelty.

12 Then were the king’s scribes called on the
thirteenth day of the first month, and there was
written according to all that Haman had com-
manded unto the | king’s lieutenants, and to the go-
vernors that were over every province, and to the
rulers of every people of every province according
to the writing thereof, and fo every people after
their language; in the name of king Ahasuerus
was it written, and sealed with the king’s ring.

13 And the letters were sent by posts into all
the king’s provinces, to destroy, to kill, and to
cause to perlsh all Jews, both young and old little
children and women, in one day, even upon the
thirteenth day of the twelfth month, which és the
month Adar, and to take the spoil of them for
a prey.

14 The copy of the writing for a commandment
to be given in every province was published unto
all people, that they should be ready against that
day.

15 The posts went out, being h'xstened by the
king’s commandment, and the decree was given in
Shushan the palace. And the king and Haman sat
down to drink; but the city Shu»han was per-
plexed.

It is impossible to conceive the different effects, which must have been
called forth in the different minds of the people, throughout 'the whole '
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empire, in consequence of this edict. What a mercy did the Lord mani-
fest to his people in the midst, that the whole kingdom were to be ap-
prized of it, before that the execution was to take place. So Jesus holds
forth grace to his people, and even to the rebellious, d space for fepen-
tance. Having planned the ruin of the poor defenceless Jews, the Ling
and Haman sit down to drunkenness. While God’s people are afflieted
the enemy shouts. Here let us wait awhile, and see how the Lord will
work. In every trial these sweet words should comfort during the dark
hour: For the oppression of the poor, and the sighing of the needy,
now will I arise, saith the Lord. And when Ged ariseth, woe to the
oppressor. Psm. xii. 5. /
PR —

REFLECTIONS.

1Ir we anticipate the history of this memorable event, as the sacred
writer hath in the subsequent chapters given it, we shall not only derive a
most blessed lesson, how to wait the Lord’s time in all trials for delivers
ance; but we shall leain also, how to possess our souls in patience dur-
ing the dark hour. Never, perhaps, was there a more deadly blow
aimed by any wretch, than this Agagite levelled at the poor Jews. And
the sequel shews us that it fell wholly upon himself. Reader! depend
upon it, such will be all the stratagems and schemes of Satan, in his va-
rious attacks upon Jesus and his Church. It is not énough to say that
his designs shall do no harm; we must say more than this, and be con-
vinced that they shall all do good. For all things work together for
good to them that love God. Doth Satan plan my soul’s destruction?
doth he want to get me into his snare? doth he desire to have me, that he
may sift me as wheat? Do I know these things? do I feel, at times, his
power? Doth he join with my corruptions to cast me down? And doth
a'sense of this make me cry to the Lord? Doth it cause me to fly out of
myself, and take refuge in Jesus? Surely then, the Lord overrules even
the devices of the enemy to my soul’s welfare, And 1 ought to rejoice,
as the Holy Ghost, by his servant James, commanded the church, when
Jfalling into divers temptations. Iere then, blessed Jesus, let my soul
always rest on thee, and thy finished work of salvation, when at any time
unpromising events and discouraging trials occur. Qh! for grace, at
all times, to exercise faith on that sweet promise: Thou wilt keep him in
perfect peace, whose mind is stayed on thee, because he trusteth in thee.

CHAP. IV.

CONTENTS.

This chapter begins with the relation of the effect Haman’s plan had
upon the minds of the Jews. The great distress in which the whole
were involved. An account is given o Esther. She conferreth by
messages with Mordecai upon it. A fast is appointed by Esther, before
she ventures into the king’s presence.

HEN Mordecai perceived all that was done,
Mordecai rent his clothes, and put on sack-

/ &8
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cloth with ashes, and went out into the midst of
the city, and cried with a loud and a bitter
cry; o

2 And came even before the king’s gate: for
none might enter into the king’s gate clothed:with
sackcloth.

3 And in every province, whithersoever the
king’s commandment and his decree came, there
was great mourning among the Jews, and fasting,
and weeping, and wailing; and many lay in sack-
cloth and ashes.

The subject riseth to a very interesting point at the opening of this,
chapter. Mordecai well knew that he was the cause which had called
forth Haman’s vengeance. He doth not recant however, or humbly
seek peace with Haman. This would have been to have courted the fa-
vor of man, and slighted the confidence he had in God. It was God’s
cause in which he was embarked : and, no doubt, his eyes were to the
Lord for deliverance. But until deliverance should be wrought, if it
pleased the Lord to grant such a mercy, Mordecai gives vent to sorrow.
It is certainly a beautiful feature in his character, that he came forth pub-
licly, by this cry in the midst of the city, to shew that he was a Jew. But
while viewing the subject in its first and literal sense as an history, we
may, I think, without violence, as it concerns the church of God, behold
it also spiritually. A proclamation of God’s righteous law is gone forth
against sin and transgression ; for, void of deliverance by Jesus, universal,
and everlasting destruction is assuredly to fall, from the presence of our
Lord, on all who know not God, and obey not the gospel of the Lord Je-
sus Christ. And while the awakened sinner is unacquainted with the
means of escape in the redemption by Jesus, like Mordecai he will rent
his cloaths and cry aloud with a great and bitter cry; what must I do to
be saved?

4 So Esther’s maids and her chamberlains came
and told i her. Then was the queen exceedingly
grieved: and she sent raiment to clothe Morde-
cai, and to takeaway his sackcloth from him: but
he received # not. ‘

5 Then called Esther for IHatach, one of the
king’s chamberlains, whom he had appointed to -
attend upon her, and gave him a commandment to
Mordecai, to know what it was, and why it
was. ' ‘ '

6 So Hatach went forth to Mordecai unto the

/
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street of the city, which was before the king’s
gate. ’ ;

7 And Mordecai told him of all that had hap-
pened unto him, and of the sum of the money that
Haman had promised to pay to. the king’s trea-
. suries for the Jews, to destroy them. ‘

- 8 Also he gave him a copy of the writing of the
decree that was given at Shushan to destroy them,
to shew # unto Ksther, and to declare # unto her,
and to charge her that she should go in unto the
king, to make supplication unto him, and to make
request before him for her people.

9 And Hatach came and told Esther the words
of Mordecai. ;

10 Again Esther spake unto Hatach, and
gave him commandment unto Mordecai ;

11 All the king’s servants, and the people of
the king’s provinces, do know, that whosoever,
whether man or woman, shall come unto the king
into the inner court, who is not called, there is one
law of his to put 2im to death, except such to whom
the king shall hold out the golden sceptre, that he
may live: but I have not been called to come in
unto the king these thirty days.

12 And they told to Mordecai Esther’s words,

The several conferences here carried on by means of the chamberlain
between Esther and Mordecai, serve to shew how much Esther took it to
heart. But the Persian custom totally precluded the women of the
king’s chamber, to have any personal conversation, with any other than
the chamberlains appointed by the king to attend them. This may serve
to explain why it was, that Mordecai could not be permitted to see Est-
her in person. Fven so critical a moment as this made no allowance.
Reader! pzuse over this part of the history and consider the happiness of
God’s people. A throne of grace is always open to thee. Jesus not
only is ready to receive his people, but he waits to be gracious. His hand
is full of gifts, and his heart full of love, aud grace is dropping like the
honey-comb from his lips.  And lest bis people after all the many
blessed things which are said of him, should still be backward to draw
nigh; we are commanded to come boldly to a throne of grace in his
Blood, that we may obtain merey and find grace to help in all time of
need. Heb. iv, 16,

13 Then Mordecai commanded to answer Est-
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her, Thmk not with thyself that thou shalt escapein
the king’s house, more than all the Jews.

14 For if thou altogether holdest thy peace at
this time, then shall their enlar gement and deliver-
ance arise to the Jews from another place, but
thou and thy father’s house shall be destroyed: and
who knoweth whether thou art come to the kmO’—

dom for such & time as this?

Though I must not swell the observations on this history too largely,
yet I must beg the Reader to remark with me several very striking traits
of character, in this account of Mordecai. In the first place, what faith-
fulness he used with the queen; telling her she was a Jew, and most cer-
tainly as a Jew, she would, and must be, dealt with in the ead by tliis
despemtely wicked enemy, Haman. In the next place, Mordecai’s faith
in God is eminently great upon this occasion. Whether Esther would or
not stir herself in the perilous moment; yet the cause was God’s, and de-
liverance would come. And thirdly, Mordecai gently intimates, that no
doubt the Lord had advanced her to the throne purposely to be his in-
strument; but if she neglected it, her ruin, and the whole house of her
fathers, would be the more abunddntly aggravated. By these arguents
the faithful Mordecai endeavoured to direct the eye of Esther to the
Lord, under this pleasing confidence, that as the Lord had placed her"
where she was for his glory, he would help her through every difficulty,
in the accomplishment of his own blessed designs for his people’s deliver-
ance. Reader! do not fail to make applxcatlon of these most gracious
thoughts of the faithful Jew, to thine own circumstances, and the circum-
stances of the church of Jesus in all ages, as they may be required. It
is sweet, it is precious, to eye the hand of the Lord in all events. = And
it is equally so to trust God.upon all occasions. 'The Holy One of Is-
rael is engaged for his people’s welfare, both by word, and by oath, and
by the blood and righteousness of his dear Son. And he hath mamfest-
ed bis faithfulness, as all the saints have borne testimony under all trials.
Why then, Reader, shall you orI be an exception to this everlasting care
and love that Jeliovah hath to his people? Oh! for faith to give God in
Christ the credit of God, and to believe in him when matters are most
dark and discouraging.

15 9] Then Esther bade #hem return Mordecai
this answer,

16 Go, gather together all the Jews thatare pre-
sent in Shushan, and fast ye for me, and neither eat
nor drink three days, night or day: Ialso and my
maidens will fast hkewwe and so will I goinunto.
the king, which é not according to the Taw: and
if I perlsh I perish.

17 So Mordecai went his way, and did accord-

ing to all that Iisther had commanded him.
Vor. 1IL 4 Y
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How the Lord wrought upon the mind of Esther isevident from what
is here said. She enters not upon the service to which she was called,
without first looking up to the Lord both for a blessing and direction.

- Reader! she did as I pray God you and I niay have the sane grace to do
upon all undertakings for God’s glory, and our own happiness; she
sought to God according to that blessed promise, which thousands have
found true, and none ever failed in: In oll thy ways acknowledge him,

“and he will direct thy paths, Prov. jii. 6. And it is a maxim sooner
or later to he depended upon, he that begins in prayer will find cause to
end in praise, I admire the piety of Esther. She was indeed a true Is-
raelite 1n setting up a fast herself, and in calling upon the church to the
same. Here was a sweet example of what is frequently spoken of, but
not so generally regarded, the communion of Saints. Though Lsther
and the Jews of the city of Shushan, were separated by walls and absent
jn bedy, yet were they present in Spirit.  And oh! what might we not
expect to follow such spiritual converse among the people of God, when
we call to mind that one and the same Ahnighty Spirit, is the quickener of
all, the helper of the infirmities of all, and aketh intercession for the
saints according to the will of God. Rom.viii. 20, 27. The resolution
Fsther took of going in uncalled before the king, was highly proper and
noble. God in covenant is a sure God ; and in all cases which are for
his glory and his people’s welfare, he will manifest himself their helper.
But (as if Esther had said) if there be a doubt concerning this parti-
cular providence now pending, if the Lord hath given us up to chastise-
ment, I can but perish; andif I do I will yet die trusting. Reader!
while weadmire this woman’s faith, let you and I seek grace to exercise
that faith yet higher. None can perish who bang on God’s covenant en-
gagements in Jesus. And therefore to say (as some do say,) if 1 perish, T
avill perish at Christ’s feet, is a contradiction in itself, and plainly mani-
fests that their faith who say so, is not-what it should be. Oh! for
faith to believe the record which God hath given of his Son. And in
this faith to go in before the king of Kings, and lord of Lords, with a
firmness of assurance like Job. Will he plead against me (saith Job)
with his great power? No. But he will put strength in me. There
the righteous might dispute with him ; so shall I be delivered for ever
Jfrom my judge. Job xxiil. 6, 7. Reader! pause, and admire the
grace of faith given to this man. And while you admire, beg of God to
be made a partaker of the same. Surely, the true believing soul in Je-
sus, if he gives credit to the word of Jehovah, or the infinitely precious
value of the Redeemer’s blood and righteousness, can never fear to perish,
while secured in the double stroughold of God the Father’s sovereign
grace, and God the Son’s justifying righteousness. Lord! grant in this
faith my soul may daily, hourly live, and in this perfect assurance die.
Amen.

e e
REFLECTIONS.

REeADER! here is a Jlarge fund of rich things in this chapter, to call
up thy most awakened contemplation. Mordecai, in the prospect of
the destrucfion of his countrymen the Jews, covered himself with
sackeloth, ran into the midst of the city, and uttered a loud and
bitter c1y, in token of the threatencd miseries of the people.  But if

o+
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you and I had but a deep sense of the threatened punishment of ever-
lasting miseries, which are hanging over the heads of all that hold the
truth in unrighteousness; could we but properly ascertain the sorrows of
that tribulation, and wrath, which must assuredly one day light upon ail
the workers of iniquity ; what bitter dolorous cries would issue from the
heart, in the sad prospect of such dreadful, everlasting misery? But how
little do the most awakened consider, as they ought these solemn things!
God speaks once, yea twice, and man regards it not. Oh! Lord! take to
thyself thy great power, and turn back the hearts of the people to seek
thy face, before the great and terrible day of the -Lord shall come.
Reader! think, if it be possible, of the vast difference between the
eourt of Persia, and the. court of heaven. See in the case of Esther the
queen, how 'wretched that one so high in rank should yet be in danger
of her life, it presuming to come into the king’s presence uncalled.
Whereas thot hast not only a court of heaven, and a throne of grace at
all times to fly to; but one there who commands thee to come boldly, to
find mercy and grace to help in all times of need, One, who makes thy
cause his own. Oue, who is more interested for thy welfare than thou
art for thyself. One, who hath loved thee and given himsel{ for thee.
Oh! precious, precious Jesus! to thee, Lord, would 1 come; not ac-
cording to the law of my obedience, for I have nothing to plead of this
“kind; but i the law-fulfilling, and all-perfect righteousness of thy
finished salvation. Aund oh! how sure and certain is my reception of grace
and mercy from thec; since thou hast said; AU that the Father hath
given me, shall come to me, and him that cometh I will in no wise cast
out. My sheepshall never perish; neither shall any plucl them out of
my hand. Be thou everlastingly blessed, O my God and Saviour; and
let a throne of grace witness for me, that in thee and thy salvation do 1
put my trust; so shall Inever be ashamed nor confounded world with-
out end.

CHAP. V.

CONTENTS.
‘We have here the prosecution of the history concerning Esther's
going in before the king. She adorns herself in her royal apparel, and
approacheth the king. ~ He receives her graciously. )

OW it came to pass on the third day, that
Esther put on ker royal apparel, and stood in
the inner court of the king’s house, over against
the king’s house: and the king sat upon his royal
throne in the royal house, over against the gate of
the house.
2 And it was so, when the king saw Esther the
queen standing in the court, that she obtained fa-
vour in his sight: and the king held out to Esther

the golden sceptre that was in his hand. So
| 4Y 2
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Esther drew near, and touched the top of the

sceptre.

Highly interesting as the account here is of Esther’s appearing before
the king, and anxious as we feel ourselves while prosecuting the history,
until the event of her success is known; yet there is a subject which
this tale naturally tends to awaken in the mind vastly more interesting,
namely, of every poor sinner’s appearing before God. Reader! hath -
not your own heart suggested the thought, and did not the relation of
the state in the which Esther stood, lead your mind to consider how the
sinner must one day stand, before the judgment seat of Christ. Pre-
cious Jesus! what unspeakable mercies hast thou bestowed upon thy
people, in that their approach to God in thy blood and righteousness, is
warranted, their acceptance insured, and the golden sceptre not only
* always held forth, but they are received as partakers of thy throne, and
will one day sit down with thee in it, and be there for ever. Rev. iii.
21.

3 Then said the king unto her, What wilt thou,
queen Esther? and what i thy request? it shall
be even given thee to the half of the kingdom.

Reader! do not overlook the hand of the Lord in this business. It
‘was' God which disposed the king to be so gracious. When a man’s
;lv_ays please the Lor(l,‘lte maketh ‘even his enemies to be at peace with

.

4 And Esther answered, If i seem good unto
the king, let the king and Iaman come this day
unto the banquet that I have prepared for him.

5 Then the king said, Cause Haman to make
haste, that he may do as Esther hath said. So-
the king and Haman came to the banquet that
Esther had prepared.

There was a great deal of wisdom as well as modesty in this request.
Such an opportunity as a banquet would afford, would better favour the
petition she had further to present than immediately preferring it now.
When highly favoured souls have the presence of the Lord Jesus, and,
like the beloved apostle John, lie in Christ’s bosom, they feel more con-

- fidence to tell Jesus all their secrets,

6 And the king said unto Esther at the ban-
quet of wine, What is thy petition? and it shall
be granted thee: and what s thy request? even
to the half of the kingdom it shall be per-
formed. ‘

7 Then answered Esther, and said, My petition
and my request zs;

8 If I have found favour in the sight of the
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king, and if it please the king to grant my peti-
tion, and to perform my request, let the king and
Haman come to the banquet that I shall prepare
for them, and I will do to-morrow as the king
hath said. .

It should seem that Haman had no consciousness that Esther was a
Jew, for if he had it would have struck him, that Esther was implicated
in the warrant of the king, for the general execution of all the Jews.
Probably, the Lord overruled this to his more sure destruction. And I
cannot but thiuk, that the same gracious Lord overruled the mind of
Esthér, from some cause which she perhaps could not even to herself ex-
plain, why she postponed making known what her request was, the first
day of the banquet. The opening of the next chapter informs us, that
the same night, which was the night preceding the second banquet, the
king's sleep departed from him, and by a providence he had no conscious-
ness of, he was led to the perusal of the chronicles of his kingdom, where
Mordecai’s loyalty was brought to his recollection, in saving the king’s
life from a conspiracy, as mentioned in the sccond chapter. Hence,
therefore, this became a great strengthening to promote the gracious
designs of God, in the deliverance of his church and people from Ha-
‘man’s cruelty. Reader! nothing is more profitable than to watch even
the smallest leadings of God’s providences. The least token, the least
word sometimes dropped, when it is to accomplish the designs of God,
become the introduction to a train of the greatest events. * Esther’s post-
poning her requestno doubt was productive of great mercy. Reader!
do not fail to recollect; how enkanced the Lord’s blessings frequently
are by their delay. We are, like children, all in Laste to gather the
fruit, though unripe, and would be injurious. God kecps it till it is
more suited for us, and our hearts more suited to receive it.

9 Then went Haman forth that day joyful and
with a glad heart: but when Haman saw Morde-
cai in the king’s gate, that he stood not up nor
moved for him, he was full of indignation against
Mordecai.

10 Nevertheless Haman refrained himself: and
when he came home, he sent and called for his
friends, and Zeresh his wife.

11 And Haman told them of the glory of his
riches, and the multitude of his children, and all
the things wherein the king had promoted him, and
how he had advanced him above the princes and .
servants of the King. :

12 Haman said moreover, Yea, Esther the
queen did let no man come in with the king unte
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the banqnet that she had prepared but myself;
and to-morrew am I invited unto her also witly
the king.

13 Yet all this availeth me nothing, s0 long as
I see Mordecai the Jew sitting at the kmO’s

gate.

The sacred historian hath drawn the portrait of this man in a short
compass to a full length painting, and of the most finished kind, in a
description of misery. Ile confesses, in the midst of all the possessions

the highest rank in the court of eastern magnificence could afford, that

such dreadful malignity rankled within, that the whole was nothmg, s0
long as hie saw a poor Jew whom he envned sit without doing him re-
verence in the king’s gate. Reader! pause over this, and remark how
wretched must be the state of a man's heart, which s open to such
dreadful corroding passions! how little to be esteemed then must be
all outward things, when a profusion of them cannot ensure happiness.
And above all think, I charge you, how infinitely precious must be that
blessed and only remedy, which the gospel of Jesus aflords, for changing
the heart, and curing such guilty passions.

14 Then said Zeresh his wife and all his friends
unto him, let a gallows be made of fifty cubits
high, and to morrow speak thou unto the king
that Mordecai may be hanged thereon: then go
thou in merrily with the kmO‘ unto the banque
And the thing pleased Haman; and he caused the

callows to be "made.
The subject is here wrought to the most finished point of every thing
that is interesting; and every thing as far as human malice, aided by dias
bolical stratagems, could eftect ev1l scems hovering ever the poor Jews,
TFhus the Lord frequently permits the malice of bid men, to go to the
greatest length for the exercise of his people’s faith, the greater disap-
pointment and ruin of their foes, and the more illustrious display of his
own glory.  Surely the wrath of man shall praise him, the remainder of
wrath will ke vestrain.  Psm. Ixxvi. 10.
e R e —
REFLECTIONS.

W10 can read this history of Lsther’s going in before the king, full
of fear, doubt, and a thousand misgivings ; and not cill to mind the state,
in which many of God’s people go in before Jesus their king and God
in Zion! and who can behold the kindness and complacency wnth which
the king received Esther, and not have his heart led out, to contemplate
the evellastmv love, and kindness, and favor, which the Lord Jesus
sheweth to all his poor petitioners,  Surely any of the Lord’s redeemed
ones have cause to blush, who keep back through fear from Jesus, when
we here behold Esther going in unsent, uncallcd and contrary to the law,
and yet finding favor; while every poor sinner that feels his need of Je-

/
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sus is called, invited, nay even commanded to come, and the golden
sceptre is always held out, and Jesus waits to be gracious. Reader!
let this sweet view be productive of all its designed effects in our bearts.
We have no uncertainty, no ifs or peradventures, respecting our recep-
tion. We have no Hamans to oppose us; for though Satan the adver-
sary, is said to stand resisting, yet hlessed be our God he is rebuked.
Bur we have a sure, a successful, an all-prevailing advocate with the Fa-
ther, who ever lives, both to plead, and to ensure our acceptance. Oh?!
for grace then to go always with holy boldness, not in slavish fear, nor
. in bondage frames, for this is highly unbecoming the redeemed of the
Lord ; but let us come, as those whom the Son of God hath made free,
and in whom God our Father hath called us to the privilege and adop-
tion of sons. Oh! how very delightful would all seasons, and especially
holy ordinance seasons prove, if by faith in God’s dear Son, the re-
deemed of theé Lord would at all times draw nigh in the blood of the
cross. 4

Reader! as Esther made a pause before she ventured to bring her pe-
tition too hastily to an i>sue; so let you and I, in all great events con-
cerning the Lord’s providences in the world. Though this chapter
closeth with a dark and lowering aspect, vet it is in the Lord’s hands,
He is everlastingly pursuing the salvation of his people.  Heapiness may
endure for a night, but joy cometh in the morning. Leave all events
with Jesus. Hast thou trusted him with thy soul; depend upon it hLe
careth also for the body. Leave cvery concern in his bands.  IHe doeth
all things well. - Remember that sweet scripture, Be careful for nothing ;
but in every thing by prayer and supplication with thanksgivirg, let
your requests be made known unto God. And the peace of God
which passeth knowledge, shall keep the heart and mind in Christ Je-
sus.

CITAP. VL

CONTENTS. .

The blaclk clowd with which the church was covered, in the preceding
chapter, begins in this to brighten up. Ahasuerus, unable to ‘sleep,
causeth the records of kis kingdom to be read to him. This leads to
Mordecai’'s advancement. Haman begins to meet with mortification.
Listher’s petition is presented.

ON that night could not the king sleep, and he
commanded to bring the book of records
of the chronicles; and they were read before the
king.

I beg the Reader to mark the opening of this chapter. The king
could not slcep.  We need not stay to ask wherefore he could not: but
rather behold the cause in the Lord. Scripture tells ns, it is the Lord
that giveth his beloved sleep.  But when the Lord hath any providences
1o be accomplished, he never can waunt the means to bring them about ;
even his encmies shall be restless, if such a state can better minister to
his glory. In this sleepless state, the king Icommands the chronicles of

f
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his kingdom to be read to him. Reader! if you or I lay sleepless, let
us read the book of God, or meditate in the night watches upon Jesus,
and bhis great salvation. - 1 beg the Reader to mark yet further, the par-
ticularity of the king’s choice, in having the Chronicles of his kingdom
read to him. In those eastern courts soft music was made use of, to lull
the monarchs to sleep. Reading the events of his kingdom, was more
likely to induce thought than to cause forgetfulness. Dan. vi. 18.

2 And it was found written, that Mordecai
had told of Bigthana and Teresh, two of the king’s
chamberlains, the keepers of the door, who sought

to lay hand on the king Ahasuerus.

Reader! go on to remark the hand of the Lord in what is here re-
lated. How came the persons who read to the king, to light upon this
part of the Chronicles which referred to Mordecai? Surely he that
made the king sleepless, caused the Readers of the Chronicles to turn to
this chapter.  Oh! how sweet isit, to cee God’s hand in all providences !
and if possible how far sweeter, to trace the Lord’s hand, in causing his
servants the ministers to read such scriptures, and to preach such ser-
mons as they themselves are perhaps unconscious of, but yet the Lord
directs to the heart of sinners. Swrely (saith the pdtriarch) the Lord
ts in this place, and I knew it not. Gen. xxviii. 16,

3 And the king said, What honour and dignity
hath been done to Mordecai for this?> Then said
the king’s servants that mtinistered unto him,

'There is nothing done for him.

Reader! look stiil with your eye beyoud the letter of the word, and
discover ene behind the whole, like the prophet’s vision, (Ezek. i. 26)
directing both the heart of the king and his servants. And oh! that
God’s exercised and afflicted people, might learn from the case of Mor-
decai, as related in this iustance, that while he was waiting as he thought,
the impending judgment, the Lord was hastening to him in mercy. Such
is it with Grod’s people at all times. Al these things (Jacob said) were
against hira. But, in reality, they were all making for him. Gen. xlii.
36.

4 And the king said, Who i in the court?

Now Haman was come into the outward court of
the king’s house, to speak unto the king to hang
Mordecai on the gallows that he had prepared for
bhim.
' Every verse in this sweet chapter is interesting. No sooner was the
morning arrived, than Haman, alive to his malice, was already at court,
waiting to see the king on the business for hanging Mordecai. Reader!
think how malicious the devil is to accuse the brethren: think how Je-
sus rebukes him. Under all thy fears, recollect that there is One always
ou the throne, whose redemption is complete, and whose intercession
never fails,



CH. VI.] ESTHER. 717

5 And the king’s servants said unto him, Be-
hold, Haman standeth in the court. And the

king said, Let him come in.

Haman is announced. Ahasuerus is ready for his purpose, and Ha-
man for his: but oh! how different their views. Think of this, my soul,
when the enemy storms most. Never is the triumph of hell nearer the
close, than when Satan grows most furious.

6 So Haman camein. And the king said unto
him, What shall be done unto the man whom the
king delighteth to honour? Now Haran thought
in his heart, To whom would the king delight to
do honour more than to myself?

7 And Haman answered the king, For the
man whom the king delighteth to honour,

8 Let the royal apparel be brought which the
king useth to wear, and the horse that the king
rideth upon, and the crown royal which is set up-
on his head; \

9 And let this apparel and horse be delivered
to the hand of one of the king’s most noble princes,
that they may arrdy the man witha/ whom the
king delighteth to honour, and bring him on
horseback through the street of the city, and pro-
claim before him, Thus shall it be done to the .
man whom the king delighteth to honour.

10 Then the king said to Haman, Make haste,
and take the apparel and the horse, as thou hast
said, and do even so to Mordecai the Jew, that
sitteth at the king’s gate: let nothing fail of all
that thou hast spoken. ‘
.11 ¢ Then took Haman the apparel and the
horse, and arrayed Mordecai, and brought him
on horseback through the street of the city, and
proclaimed before him, Thus shall it be done unto

the man whom the king. delighteth to honour.
Reader! When you have made all due reflections on the history, and
beheld in it, with wonder, how the Lord overrules all things to his own
glory, his people’s good, and their enemies’ ruin: and when you have
made suitable application of it to your own case and circumstances, and

the circumnstances of God’s church and people in all ages; then turn
Vou. 111 4 Z
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your thoughts to Jesus, who, as the Glory-man, Jehovah_ delighteth to
horior. Oh! who can behold, Jesus in the glories of his mast gracious.
character, as the Head-and King of his church and people, and not bend(
the knee before him, and with the whole soul confess, that Jesus Christ is
Lord, to the glory of God the Father! Hail! thou King of kings, and
Lord of lords ! )

12 And Mordecai came again to the king’s gate.
But Haman hasted to his house mourning, and
having his head- covered.

Reader! observe, and closely observe, the different effects wrought,
upon the minds of,thgse two men, Mordecai:was not.elated: he did.
not hasten to the king after his promotion. He didjnot seek to get the
decree, for the destruction of himself and people, reversed : neither did
he seek to be revenged upon Haman. No, his cause was in good hands,
the Lord’s hands, He that befiepeth shall not, for he need not, make
haste. On the other hand, Hamap, stung to death, fegls all that morti-
fied pride can ‘feel: but'no’ grace of repentance, no sorrow, no com-
punction at, the infamy of his conduet, only: at bis disappointment.
And, Reader! can you degsire stronger, evidence than this affords, that,
there is, there must be, all this difference between grace and nature:
Wherefore was the nature of Mordecai thus directed, but becaise grace
had wrought it in him. And wherefore Haman still hastening to ruin,
but from the malignity of his own mind.

13 And Haman told Zeresh his wife andiall his
friends every thing that had befallen . him. Then
said his wise men and Zeresh his wife untg him,
If Mordecai be of. the seed, of the Jews, before
whom thou hast beguu, to fall, thou, shalt not.
prevail against him, but shalt surcly fall before
him, -

14, And while they were yet. talking with, him,
came the king’s chamberlains, and hasted to bring.
Haman unto the banquet that Xsther had pre-
pared. o

Observe, Reader! the ground on which the wife of Haman, and those
around him, forebode evil. If -Mordecai be of the seed of the Jews;
why, what were they ? Captives, poor, tributaries, and in .desolate cir-
camstances. But they were a seed in covenant with God,; "though out-
casts, yet God’s outcasts. Isa. xviii. 4. And as i praying seed of Ja«
cob, they had power with God to prevail. Reader! think only of the
vast privileges of God’s people, If Gad.be for us, who can.be against.
us. Haman is now hastening to the bgnquet, np doubt, as he thought,
to repair all; but in reality to hasten on his final 1uin, Pause, Rea,
der, and contemplate the hand of God i all. . :

t .
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REFLECTIONS.

ReADER! while I pray for grace hoth for you and myself, that we
may derive all suitable instruction from our gracious coyenant God, as
held forth to us in this chapter, mnani(esting, himself in the deliverance
of his people, and the ruin of his enernies, both as the God of provi-
dence and of grace, I would beg of you, with greater earnestness, to, let
what is said of Mordecai, and the honor put upon him, lead your mind
to the contemplation of Jesus. Surely in the day, when from the, gate,
and from the prison, Jesus was exalted at God’s right hand ,as a Prince
and as a Saviour, and all principalities and powers made subject unto
liim, the exaltation of Jésus, as the glorious Head of his chureh, was then
set forth; and as our addrable Reédeemer and Saviour, ‘Jehovah nani-
fested that he delighted to honor him. And think how the Lord Je-
hovah hath indéed delighted ‘to Horor him. He. hath ‘not onls fiv’e‘n
him a name which is above ‘€Very narie, but it hath pleased the %’ ther,
that in him should all fulness divell. He hath not only made him the
Saviour of poor sinners, but he hath made all the angels, of light to
worship him. Al the employment ‘and service of his church below is,
‘to Hoxlor the Son, even as they hionor the Father. And all the work of
the chiurch above is also to honor Christ: the song of angels, as well as
of ‘the redeemed from among men, is addressed to hiin that sitfeth upon
the throne, and unto the Lamb that was slain, for ‘ever afid ever.

Reader! how shall you and I lionor him whom the Father delighteth
to honor? There is but one way. Oh! for grace to follow it. I
would pray for faith to honor Jesus 4s the Fatlier honors him. And
while Jehovali commits all his glory to Jesis, so would I '‘commit all my
salvation: 1 would honiok Jesus as'the Sent of God, the Sealed of God,
the Anointed of God, tlie only begotten Son of God, full of grace and
truth. Yes! blessed Jesus! I would ‘desire o to lionor thee, as ever-
lastingly to love thee, to live to thee, to be po longer my own, but as
thine by purchase, by the sovereignty of thy grace upon my heart,
and s the gift of thie Fatlier to thee, for the blessed purposes ‘of my
salvation, DBlessed be God for all, providences, all promises, all mer-
cies, all dispensations; but above all, blessed be God for Jesus Christ!

CHAP. VIIL

' CONTENTS.

Hev'e we have in this chapter the final risin of Haméan. Esther, at

the banguet, presents her petition; prays for her life, and the life of

her people: accuses Haman of his villany. The kwng orders his exe-
cution.

SO the king and Haman came to banquet with
~Esther the queen. _ ‘

2 And the king said again unto Esther on the
second day at the banquet of wine, What i thy
petition, queen Esther? and it shall be granted
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thee; and what #s thy request? and it shall be

performed, even to the half of the kingdom.

It should seem that the king was as anxious to know and to answer
Esther’s request, as she was to present it. He again repeats what ke
had twice said before, that to the half of his kingdom, let her request
be what it might, it should be granted. Here, Reader! pause and con-
sider, that if this poor heathen was so jealous of his honor to fulfil his
word, what must thy God be to fulfil his promises? He that graciously
proclaims himself as the faithful God. Deut. vii. 9. Oh! for faith to
give the Lord the honour due unto his name ! "

3 Then Esther the queen answered and said, If
I have found fayour in thy sight, O king, and if
it please the king, let my life be given me at my
petition, and my people at my request:

4 For we are sold, I and my people, to be de-
stroyed, to be slain, and to perish. But if we had
been sold for bondmen and bondwomen, I had
held my tongue, although the enemy could not
countervail the king’s damage.

Is not this petition of Esther, spiritually considered, very suitable for
‘the petition of every poor sinner before a gracious God in Christ? Are
we not sold? have we not indeed sold ourselves by sin, by iniquity, and
transgression? And had our slavery been for God’s glory, how could
we have stood up for deliverance from it. But when it is for the tri-
umph of Satan; oh! surely Jesus will rescue us from the wrath to cone,
and take us from the power of the enemy.

5 Then the king Ahasuerus answered and said
unto Esther the queen, Who is he, and where 1s
he, that durst presume in his heart to do so?

No doubt the king must have been greatly surprized at the nature of
this request. But, Reader! our petitions are all kyown, and all an-
swered before they are delivered. He that hears prayer, is the
Awakener of prayer, as well as the Rewarder of them that diligently
seel him.

6 And Esther said, The adversary and enemy
is this wicked Haman. Then Haman was afraid
before the king and the queen.

How delightful was this honest boldness. The righteous are bold as
@ lion. Think of Haman’s terrors: his own conscience accused him:
‘he needed no other. Alas! what an awful day will that be to the

sinner, when standing before the judgment-seat of Christ. Oh! for
grace now in the day of grace to flee from the wrath to come!

7 9 And the king arising from the banquet of
wine in his wrath wen: into the palace garden:
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and Haman stood up to make request for his life
to Esther the queen; for he saw that there was
evil determined against him by the king.

8 Then the king returned out of the palace gar-
den into the place of the banquet of wine; and
Haman was fallen upon the bed whereon Esther

v ) : . )
was. 'T'hen said the king, Will he force the queen
aiso before me in the house? As the word went
out of the king’s mouth, they covered Haman’s
face.

What passed in the king’s mind is not known; but it should seem
that he returned with more anger, and the situation of Haman, fallen
down before Esther in a way of supplication, tended but to inflame his
passion the more. All was graciously arranged by the providence of
the Lord, to hasten on the ruin of Haman. Behold, Reader! how

wisely and securely the Lord orders all things for the accomplishment
of the sacred purposes of his will.

- 9 And Harbonah, one of the chamberlains, said
before the king, Behold also, the gallows fifty
cubits high, which Haman had made for Mor-
decai, who had spoken good for the king, standeth
in the house of Haman. Then the king said,
Hang him thereon.

10 So they hanged Haman on the gallows that
he bad prepared for Mordecai. Then was the
king’s wrath pacified.

it is not the smallest evidence of the general worthlessness of Ha-
‘man’s character, that this Harbonah was so ready to suggest to the
king the gallows Haman had erected to hang Mordecai upon. Thus he
fell into his own snare. And the very method he had taken for the de-
struction of a man who had never injured him, proved his own death.
Pause, and contemplate the sure end of the ungodly. And what a dis-
play is made of the Lord’s providential superintendance through ail.

So let all thine enemies perish, O Lord, But let them that love thee be
as the sun when he goeth forih in his might. :

! B e —— i R
REFLECTIONS.

REeADER! do not let the history of this wretched man Haman pass
away from thy mind, without leaving the suitable reflections the
review of such an awful character ought to occasion, What our
blessed Lord said of some in his days seems applicable to some in all
the days of the Church ; Ye ere (said Jesus to them) of your father the
devil, and the lusts of your father ye will do ; he was a murderer from
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thie beginning. Aund what a resemblance doth the character of Haman
bear to such a stock? His hatred to poor Mordecai, stirred np by the
evil apmt ‘disddined to shew itself against an individual only; the whole
race shall die. Inflamed by power, by pride, and a troop of ‘evil pas-
sions, he prosecutes his implacable malice, and to the attainment of this
one object he would sacrifice every other. Pause, Keader, as you con-
templite the 'man. Recollect that the saine depr«mty is every man’s by
nature; and, but for grace, the evil which one man feels disposed to
do, all ‘would feel dlsposed to do. Nothing makes the difference, but
the sovereign, free, restraining, preventing, and renewing grace of God
inJesus. Oh! fora ‘thorough serise of this upon thie heart! Oh! for
2 more awakened knowledge of our infinite and eternal mercies in Jesus.
‘Oh! for ever blessed, blessed be God for Jesus Christ.

One word more before we quit this chapter. ~ See, Reader, in Fsther’s
suit obtained, after all the difficalties which seenred to lay in the iay,
that thie canse of God’s people can never be overlocked, nor forgotten.
Hence, then, letus gather a renewed evideuce that in Jesus and his great
salvation are everlastingly secured to his people all the blessings con-
twined in vedemption. Trials, and difficuities, and seemingly impossi-
bilities of deliverince, may, and must indeed, beset the people of Jesus
mm their way : but never forget this; Fesus is everlastingly pursuing oife
mvariable plan of happiness concerning them. Oh! for grace to'love
Je.us, and to kuow Jesus as a friend, even when in his providences he
seems fo frown as though he was an enemy. Oh! for grace to lean
upon one arm, when tvith the other he is correcting; to eleave to hlm
when we cannot tuke comfort from the darkness of his ways towards us.
By aud by (tle soul saith) he wiil appear to my joy: I shall behold his
fuce in righteousness. . I know that all the ways of the Lord are mercy
and truth, Things are now dark ; but the morning will eome. Oh!
for grace, then, to wait the Loxd’s tmie, and to be convineed that all
things must and'do work together for good to them that love God, and
are the caled according 1o Jis purpose.

\

CHAP. VIIL
CONTENTS.

We have in this chapier, what-might have been ewpeﬂed as o sequel
to the former ; Haman's whole house involved in his ruin: Mordecai
ezdmmcd and the Jews delww ed from the ruin wluch had been long
hanging over them.

N that day did the king Ahasuerus give the
house of Haman the Jew.s enemy unto Est-
her the queen.  And Mordecai came before the
king; for Ksther had told what he was unto her.
2 And the king took off his ring which he had
taken from Ilaman, and gave it unto Mordecai.
Aund Esther set Moxdecax over the house of Ha-
man.
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Reader' the history. before us, wxll lose much of the beauty of it un-
less we see haw far, and in what sense, it teacheth us. And doth if not
sweetly teach that transition from mourning to joy, which the afilicted
people of God are sometimes suddenly made to experience? Doth it
not, moreover, shew us how short-lived the triumphs of the. wicked over
God’s people are? And yet more: Are we not led to contemplate,
from the advancement of Mordecal, how gracious the Lord deals by his
people, when they who sow in tears are caused to reap in joy 7 But after
all these, and the like improvements, what a faint shadow is the resem-
blance of what is here related, to the riches and honors Jesus bestows
upon his people, when, from leadmg them to see their misery in them-
selves, they are made to inherit substance in him, zmd when he fills all
their treasuries. Prov, viii. 21.

3 And Esther spake yet again before the king,
and fell down at his feet, and besought him w1th
tears to put away the mlschlet of Haman the
Agagite, and his device that he had devised against
the Jews.

I admire the character of Esther in this particular most eminently, in.
that she forgot not the state of her brethren in affliction. Hamau's pro-
clamation for the destruction of the Jews in all the provinces, signed by
the king, and sent forth throughout the empire, was still in fowe, and the.
poor captives, no doubt, lay trembling in the expectation of the days
Esther therefore allowed not herself to enter upon the fruit of her ser-
vices, for her own personal comfort, until she saw them provided for-
also. T cannot but greatly admire this conduct in Esther : but while T
admire Esther in this, how can I overlook thee, thou blessed Jesus, who,
when thou hadst vanquished death, hell, aud the grave, and returned
to_glory, remittedst not thine attention one moment to the concerns of
thy people below. Aund do I not kuow, thou dear Lord, that sech is
thine unequalled love to thy redeemed, that never will thy triumphs be
complete, till thou hast brought them all around thee in glory, that whes ¢
thou art, there they may be also.

4. Then the king held out the goldensceptre to-
ward Esther. So Esther arose, and stood before
the king,
It is delightful to see how the Lord directed the mind of the king.

But oh! whatis it to the tenderness of our glorious King, who everlast-
ingly holds forth the sceptre of his grace to all his petitioners !

5 And said, If it please the king, and if I bave
found favour in his sight, and the thma seem right
before the king, and T be pleasing in his eyes, et
it be written to reverse the letters devised by Ha-
man the son of IHammedatha the Agagite, which
he wrote to destroy the Jews which are in all the
king’s provinces :
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6 For how can I endure to see the evil that
shall come unto my people; or how can I endure
to see the destruction of my kindred?

7 9 Then the king Ahasuerus said unto Est-
her the queen and to Mordecai the Jew, Behold,
I have given Esther the house of Haman, and him
they have hanged upon the gallows, because he
laid his hand upon the Jews.

8 Write ye also for theJews, as it liketh you, in
the king’sname, and seal # with the king’s ring: for
the writing which is written in the king’s name,
and sealed with the king’s ring, may no man re~
verse. . ’

Though, by the very foolish law of the Medes and Persians, the king
having once issued 2 decree, could not reverse it, yet he consented to do
that which was nearly to the same purpose ; what they desired concern-
ing the salvation of the Jews. Reader! while we lament the pride and
ignorance of man, who is every day liable to err, that any of his decrees °
should be irreversible, we cannot sufliciently admire and adore that glo-
rious perfection of our covenant God, whose purposes in Jesus are like
hiqls'elﬂ unchaugeable. Oh! the confidence the Lord’s people find in
this!

9 Then were the king’s scribes called at that
time in the third month, that zs, the month Sivan,
on the three and twentieth day thereof; and it was
_ written according to all that Mordecai command-
ed unto the Jews, and to the lieutenants, and the
deputies, and rulers of the provinces which are
from India unto Ethiopia, an hundred twenty
and seven provinces, unto every province accord-
ing to the writing thereof, and unto every people
after their language, and to the Jews according
to their writing, and according to their language.

10 And he wrote in the king Ahasnerus’s name,
and sealed #¢ with the king’sring, and sent letters
by post on horseback, and riders en mules, camels,
and young dromedaries :

11 Wherein the king granted the Jews which
were in every city to gather themselves together,
and to stand for their life, to destroy, to slay, and
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to cause to perish, all the power of the people and
province that would assault them, both little ones
and women, and to take the spoil of them for a

rey.
: l}é Upon one day in all the provinces of king
Ahasuerus, namely, upon the thirteenth day of the
twelfth month, which i the month Adar.

13 The copy of the writing for a command-
ment to be given in every province was published
unto all people, and that the Jews should be ready
against that day to avenge themselves on their

enemies. i
14 So the posts that rode upon mules and

camels went out, being hastened and pressed on by
the king’s commandment. And the decree was

given at Shushan the palace.®

If the Reader be curious to calculate, he will find, I believe, that this
new proclamation was made about nine nionths before the fatal day that
Haman had appointed for the destruction of the Jews was to take place.
So that it was little short of two months from Mordecai’s bitter cry, to
this time of reversing it. So long the Lord sometimes suffers his dear
children to be exercised, even when all the while he hath determined up-
on their deliverance. Oh! for grace ever to keep such things in remen-
brance. Could Mordecai, and the people of the Jews, had they heen
commanded to have chosen their own mercies, have desired greater than
the destruction of their sworn foe, and the being enriched with his spoils ?
Think of this then, ye people of God, under all your difficulties. Very
shortly God will bruise Satan under your feet; and that song shall be
sung in full chorus in glory: Now is come salvation, and strength, and
the kingdom of our God, and the power of his Christ : for the accuser
of our brethren is cast down, which accused them before our God day
and night. Rev. xii. 10.

15 9 And Mordecai went out from the pre-
sence of the king in royal apparel of blue and
white, and with a great crown of gold, and with a
garment of fine linen and purple : and the city of

Shushan rejoiced and was glad. ‘

No doubt Mordecai was humble under all this splendor, and rejoiced
more in the people’s salvation, than in his own purple. Think, Reader!
of thy Jesus, who passed through the streets of Jerusalem, agreeably to
the Prophet’s account of him ages before, meek and lowly : Zech. ix. 9.
with Matt. xxi. 5~9. Behold him in his purple before Pilate, when he
stood as thy Surety! John xix. 5. Look at him with an eye of faith,
as John saw him, in @ vesture dipped in blood. Rev. xix. 13.

Vou. HI. 5A
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16 The Jews had light, and gladness, and joy,
and honour.

17 And in eévery province, and in every city,
whithersoever the king’s commandment and bhis
decree came, the Jews had joy and gladness, a

feast and a good day. And many of the people
of the land became Jews : for the fear of the Jews
fell upon them.

We can easily conceive the joy of the Jews. But what I more par-
ticularly desire to remark, is, the conversion of many of the people of the
land to their religion. Must not the Lovd have omcmusly overrnled
this wonderful lramacnon in the court of Persia, wluch o doubt, was

in every one’s mouth to his glory. And was it not a type, of the after
call aud conversion pf the Gentile to the Jewish church? Isaial. xlix. 0.

e T —
REFLE CTIONb

O~ all the sweet reflections which arise out of this chapter, (and many
and iiteresting they are), I desire chiefly to have my soul dwected
to the comempldtlon of Jesus, in his love to this | eople which the anxiety
of Esther, for her conntrymenr the Jews, so strongly prompts the mind to

. consider. If she felt such concern as to cry out, * How can 1 endure

 to see the evil that shall come unto my people; or how cav | endure to
see the destruction of my kindred ¥ T'hink, Reader, whether it be possible
to conceive Jesus will look on, and suffer any of his to perish 7 Recol-
lect the interest he hath in them, the relationship in which he stands to-
wards them ; the purchase he hath made of them; ‘the vast price they
cost him ; the love he hath to his Father who gave them to him; and
the pains he hath gone through, to make their salvation sure? And
can you suppose it possible, that he will suffer one of those little ones,
which trust in him, to perish? Consider what he s in “himself: His
glory, greatness, a]mmhtmees and severeignty, as God and man in
one person. ‘Consider what he isin his alliance with his people: There
is not a relationship in pature but Jesus fills. e is our everlasting
Father. As one whom his Father comforteth, (he saith himself) se
will I comfort you. He is the husband of his cburch, the brother,
the friend. In short, under the tenderest and most endearing cha-
racters, he condescends to represent himself, as if by way of confirm-
ing his love, which is stronger than death and more vehement in its
warmth than coals of fire. And cousider what Jesus hath done to sa-
tisfy their souls, in the assurance of his unalterable love. e assumed
the very nature of man, to convince man by such a palpable evidence of
it, how bis heart was totvards his peeple.  And having stood up as our
surety, borne our sins, carried our sorrows, and-though knowing no sin
in himself, yet being mdde sin, and even a curse for us, and having satis-
fied the divine )usnre answered the whole law, taken the pamslunuxt
finished transgiession, made an end of sin, brought in an everlasting
righteousness, ‘washed poor sinners in his bluod ciuthw them in his ngh~
teousness, he now ever liveth to see the whole purposes of his salvation,

*
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fally accomplished: can He endure to see any evil upon his people; or
those for whom he died brought into everlasting ruin?  Can Jesus look
on and behold the destruction of his kindred? Reader! think of this
and cast thy soul upon him who-careth for thee? Oh! precious Jesus!
I would say, cause me to rest with full assurance of faith, and to triumph
in thee and thy great salvation!

CHAP. IX.
CONTENTS.

We have in this chapter the sequel of the whole history. The day
{ong appointed for the destruction of the Jews being arrived, and the
Jews having obtained a new grant, to stand up for their lives, defend.
themselves and are victorious. Mordecai appoints an annual comme-
moration of this mercy. ’

OW in the twelfth month, that &, the month
l Adar, on the thirteenth day of the same,
when the king’s commandment and his decree
drew near to be put in execution, in the day that
the enemies of the Jews hoped to have power
over them, (though it was turned to the centrary,
that the Jews had rule over them that hated
them;) '

2 The Jews gathered themselves together in
their cities throughout all the provinces of the
king Ahasuerus, to lay hand on such as sought
their burt: and no man could withstand them ; for
the fear of them fell upon all people.

3 And all the rulers of the provinces, and the
lieutenants, and the deputies, and officers of the
king, helped the Jews; because the fear of Mor-
decai fell upon' them.

4 For Mordecai was great in the king’s house,
and his fame went out throughout all the pro-
vinces: for this man Mordecai waxed greater and
greater.

5 Thus the Jews smote all their enemies with
the stroke of the sword, and slaughter, and de-.
struction, and did what they would unto these that
hated them.

6 And in Shushan the palace the Jews slew and

destroyed five hundred men.
542
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7 And Parshandatha, and Dalphon, and As-
patha,

8 And Poratha, and Adalia, and Aridatha,

O And Parmashta, and Arisai, and Aridai, and
Vajezatha,

10 The ten sons of Haman the son of Ham-
madatha, the enemy of the Jews, slew they; but
on the spoil laid they not their hand.

If we look at this history simply as such, though it. certainly forms a
very interesting one, yet we shall not gathei the great and leading de-
sign, which we may reasonably suppose the Holy Ghost graciously in-
tended from it, in causing it to form a part in the sacred canon of scrip-
ture. I would therefore desire the Reader to lock further into it, and
amidst several points of view in a wayv of providence, which are highly
worthy our regard, I think we may with safety conclude also, that it
was evidently designed in 4 spiritual sense to shew us the watchiul care,
that the Lord hath over his Church idn all periods. Seeu in this view,
how decisive is it to contemplate the sure ruin of all the Church’s ene-
mies; and the sure prosperity of herself amidst all opposition. Say ye
to the righteous, that it shall be well with them; woe unto the wicked,
it shall be ill with him. Isaiah iii. 10. Wesee here the whole house
of Haman destroyed. But amidst all, the Jews touch nothing of the

spoil. Sweet feature in the character of God’s people. Touch not
the unclean thing, lest ye be like to it.

11 On that day the number of those that were
slain in Shushan the palace was brought before the
king. ‘ Co
12 And the king said unto Esther the queen,
The Jews have slain and destroyed five hundred
men in Shushan the palace, and the ten sons of
Haman; what have they done in the rest of the
king’s provinces? now what s thy petition? and it
shall be granted thee: or what é thy request fur-
ther? and it shall be done.

13 Then said Esther, If it please the king, let
it be granted to the Jews which are in Shushan to do
t6 marrow also according unto this day’s decree,
and let Haman’s ten sons be hanged upon the

allows

14 And the king commanded it so to be done:
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and the decree was given at Shushan; and they
hanged Haman’s ten sovs.

15 For the Jews that were in Shushan gathered
themselves together on the fourteenth day also of
the month Addl‘ and slew three hundred men at
Shushan; but on the prey they laid not their
- hand.

16 But the other Jews that were in the king’s
provinces gathered themselves together, and stood
for their llves, and bad rest fxmn their enemies,
and slew of their foes seventy and five thousand, but

they laid not their hands on the prey.
When we behold this great slaughter, and trace it back to the first

cause; how wonderful are the ways of God. Butadd to this consider-
. atioun, if we call to mind the Lord’s declaration concerning the everlast-
ing war, the Lord had said he would bave with Amalek : no doubt this
was one hour, if not the full decisive time, when the name of Amalek
was to perish from under heaven. And is not the Church now looking
forward to that glorious hour, when all the enemies of Jesus shall be -
destroyed.

17 On the thirteenth day of the month Adar;
and on the fourteenth day of the same rested they,
and made it a day of feasting and gladness.

18 But the Jews that were at Shushan assem-
bled together on’the thirteenth day thereof, and on
the fourteenth thereof; and on the fifteenth day of
the same they rested, and made a day of feasting
and gladness.

19 Therefore the Jews of the villages, that
dwelt in the unwalled towns, made the fourteenth
day of the month Adar a day of gladness and feast-
ing, and a good day, and of sending portions one to

another

I should be inclined to hope and trust, that thls was a religious fes-
tival, blessing God for so great, so unexpected, and so wonderful a deli-
verance. Oh! how great, unexpected, and wonderful is the deliverance
to a poor sinner, just ready to perish; when the soul is made to hear
the voice; Deliver him from going down to the pit, I have found a ran-
som. Job xxxiii. 24.

20  And Mordecai wrote these thmds, and
sent letters unto all the Jews that were in all the
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provinces of the king Ahasuerus, both nigh and
far,

21 To stablish this among them, that they

should keep the fourteenthaday of the month

Adar, and the fifteenth day of the same, yearly,

22 As the days wherein the Jews rested from
their enemies, and _the month which was tuarned
unto them from sorrow to joy, and from mourning
into a good day; that they should make themn
days of feasting and joy, and of sending portions
one to another, and gifts to the poor.

23 And the Jews undertook to do as they had
begun, and as Mordecai had written unto them.

24 Because Haman the son of Hammedatha,
the Agagite, the cnemy of all the Jews, had de-
vised against the Jews to destroy them, and had
cast Pur, that s, the lot, to consume them, and to
destroy them;

25 But when Esther came before the king, he
commanded by letters that his wicked device,
which he devised dﬂaxmt the Jews, should return
upon his own head, ‘and that he and his sons should
be hanged on the gallows.

26 Wherefore they called these days Purim
after the name of Pur. 'Therefore for all the
words of this letter, and of that which they had
seen concer mno this matter, and which had come
unto them,

27 'The Jews ordained, and took upon them,
and upon their seed, and upon all such as joined
themselves unto them, so asit should not fail, that
they would keep these two days according to their
writing, and according to theu appomted time every
rear.

) 28 And that these days should be remembered
and kept throughout every oeneratlon, every fa-
~mily, every provmce, and every city ; and that these
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‘days of Purim should not fail from among the
Jews, nor the memorial of them perish from their
seed.

29 Then Esther the queen, the daughter of
Abihail, and Mordecai the Jew, wrote with all
authority, to confirm this second letter of Purim.

30 Aund he sent the letters unto all the Jews,
to the hundred twenty and seven provinces of the
kingdom of Abasuerus, with words of peace and
truth,

31 To confirm these days of Parim in their
- times appointed, according as Mordecai the Jew
and Esther the queen had enjoined them, and as
they had decreed for themselves and for their
seed, the matters of the fastings and their cry.

32 And the decree of Esther confirmed these
matters of Purim; and it was written in the

book. )

The appointment of an annual festival, to treasure up in the minds of
the people, and to hand down to posterity, the signal deliverance the
Lord bad wrought for his people, forms a beautiful close to this inte-
resting history. And the mamner in which it was to be observed, in
praises and acknowledgments to the Lord and liberality to men, serves
to shew the graciousness of the design. When our pravers, and our
alms come up for a memorial before God; these are suitable things to
blend together. The Jews of the present hour heep in ‘remembrance
this festival. But alas! how can they obscrve any deliverance with
suitable acknowledgments, when ignorant of the great Deliverer; and
unconscious that all offerings, to make them acceptable, can only be
presented in and by him. -

et S R ——— e .

REFLIECTIONS.

My soul! while proclamations are made and religiously observed, for
the annual celebration of deliverances; do thou get away to the moun-
tain of holiness, in the gospel Church of Jesus, and daily celebrate that -
great deliverance from the wrath to come, which the Son of God by
his glorious undertaking and accomplishment, wronght out for poor
sinners, who are brought to believe in his name. Here is an everlast-
ing festival indeed, opened to thy unceasing eontemplation and thy joy.
Aud here it is that we find the kingdom of God not meat and dvink, but
righteousness, and peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost. Here then, my
soul, seek grace from God, to celebrate in a constant jubilee, thy deli-
verance {rom the curse of God’s law, the alarms of thine own conscienée,
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the terrors of a guilty mind, with all the just apprehensions of the
wrath to come. Blessed be God! the king’s decree hath been publish-
ed and sent through all the provinces: Jesus gives grace, mercy, and
peace. And God so loved the world, that he sent his only begolten
Son, to the end that all that believe in him skould not perish, but have
everlusting life.  And God the Holy Ghost confirnis the glorious truth,
in giving poor sinuers grace to believe the record which God hath given
of kis Son. Lord! cause my soul to receive the truth in the love of it:
and oh! grant that 1 may by faith live in the daily enjoyment of it; and
at length arrive to the everlasting celebration of it in the realms above,
where Jesus will be eternally adored, and praises of redemption be un-
ceasingly offered to God and the Lamb.

CHAP. X.

CONTENTS.
This very short chapter, being unconnecied with the history of the
church, seems lo have been inserfed here only to record the advancement
‘of Mordecai, and the happy state of God’s people under kis favor.

AND the king Ahasuerus laid a tribute upon
' the land, and wpon the isles of the sea.
2 And all the acts of his power and of his might,
and the declaration of the greatness of Mordecati,
~whereunto the king advanced him, are they not
written in the book of the chronicles of the kings

of Media and Persiu?

The greatness and power of this Persian prince would not, I venture
to believe, have b.en noticed in the scripture, bad it not been froin the
situation of the church of God connected with it. The Bible is only
careful to carry on the thread of history, respecting the several kingdoms
of the world, as they succeeded each other, by way of shewing how
they ministered to the introduction of the kingdom of the Lord Jesus
Christ. Daniel was commissioned to tell the king of Babylon, that
the God of heaven, in the days of these kings, would set up « Lingdom
which should mever be destroyed. 'Therefore the Reader of the sacred
scriptures is led by the band to observe just so far, and no further, as
might enable him to trace the divine footsteps marking the way through
these temporary kingdoms, in which the Lord setteth down one, and
putteth upranother; all iinistering, though they thought not so, neither

«did they intend it, to the bringing in that kingdom of our Lord Jesus,

“awlich shall stand for ever. Hence, the Persian succeeded to the Ba-
bylorian; and the Roman (which about this time began to make a little
appearance in the world) was to succeed the Persien ; in the most peace-
able and flourishing part of which, Christ was to come. Dan. ii. 44,

3 € Y¥or Mordecai the Jew was next unto king
Ahasuerus, and great among the Jews, and ac-
cepted of the muliitude of his brethren, seeking

¢ .
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the wealth of his people, and speaking peace to all

his seed.

What a delightful character is given of Mordecai! Accepted of his
brethren; seeking their Lappiness, and spealing peace to all his seed.
"Think, Reader! what a blessing such a man must have been in his days.

But oh! forget not to look to One infinitely higher, infinitely greater, -
infinitely surpassing every other, both in love, and grace, and mercy.
Thou, 'O blessed Jesus, art the happiness of all creation, and of thy
church, in a most peculiarly sweet way: accepted indeed of all thy bre-
thren, for their’ happiness thou seekest, and thou not only speakest
peace to all thy seed, but thou thyself art our peace, and oyr portion
for ever. Micah. v. 5.

.

FAREWELL Mordecai! blessed be a faithful God in covenant for
bis faithfulness to thee and his people. Sharp were thy exercises, and
deep the waters of tribulation, which broke in upon thee; when under
the pressure, a loud and bitter cry issued from thy very soul. But oh!
how hath the Lord brought thee out, and led thee through fire and
water, until he hath brought thee into a wealthy place. See, my soul,
and in the view always take confidence in the contemplation, how cer-
tain the issue is in all the appointments of the Lord. Not one thing
hath failed, neither can ever fail, of God’s covenant engagements to his
people;; but all are come to pass as it is this day. And shall notall the pro.
-mises in Christ Jesus be sure to all hisseed? Did Mordecai utter a loud -
and bitter cry in the midst of the city, while in the very moment the Lord
sas bringing about all the gracious purposes that followed : and shall my
soul forget the unequalled cry of Jesus in the garden, when in an agony
the sweat of his sacred body was as great drops of blood falling down
to the ground! Was the Son of God thus afflicted, and his soul ex-
ceedingly troubled, in the very moment when, by the determinate coun-
sel and foreknowledge of God, he was to be taken, and by wicked hands
crucified and slain, that by his stripes we might be healed, and by his
dqath our souls live for ever: and shall my heart despond, or doubt the
efficacy of his blood, and the security of his righteousness? Oh! Lord,
henceforth give me more firmness, more assurance of faith, that I may
behold thee in those sacred seasons accomplishing redemption, sure to
all thy seed. Thou must see the travail of thy soul. The solemn
word, the solemm oath is gone forth; Men shall be blessed in thee ;
all nations shall call thee blessed. Hail! holy, blessed, almighty Jesus!
In the Lord have I righteousness and strength. To thee do 1 come,
and in thy salvation make my boast. Thou art the Lord my righteous-
uess, the hope of Israel, and the Saviour thereof. Amen.

Vot Il . - 5B
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