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thine eyes regard, who have not bowed the knee to the image of Baal.
The glorious Lord therefore will be unto his people at all times a place,
of broad rivers, and streams wherein shall go no galley with oars ; nei-
ther shall gallant ship pass thereby. For the Lord is our judge! the
Lord is our lawgiver ; the Lord is our king ; he will save us !

Hail! then, thou blessed Lord God, JEuov an, Father, Son, and Holy
Ghost! the gracious almighty covenanters in redemption. Al scripture
joins issue in this, and all the faithful rest secured in the mercy, that the

ord is bringing home his church through the wilderness of this world to
glory ; and whethet evil men, or devils, rise up in confederacy against it,
or whether by terrible things in righteousness the LorDp is pleased to
work, that period is ripening, and will unfold its blessed fruit in the very
moment already appointed ; The kingdoms of this world shall become
the kingdoms of our Lord and of his Christ ; and he shall reign for ever
and ever.—Amen.

THE ,
SECOND BOOK OF THE KINGS,

COMMONLY CALLED
THE FOURTH BOOK OF THE KINGS.

e

" GENERAL OBSERVATIONS.

AS this Second Book of the Kings is but a continuation of the
same subject as the First; it may not be amiss to vemark, that
the same general observations, which were proposed to the
Reader’s consideration in the opening of the former, will be proper
to be kept in remembrance at the entrance on this. The Reader
of discernment, whose mind is under divine teaching, will disco-
ver in this, as in the preceding book of the Kings, many precious
things contained in it, beside the history itself: which, to an
awakened, and enlightened understanding, will abandantly tend to
satisfy him, both of its divine authority, and of the gracious design
of the Holy Ghost, in causing it to be written, for the comfort and
edification of the church in all ages.

Indeed there is one circumstance, and that of great note, to be
attended to, in the perusal of the second book of the Kings, with
which the first hath not such immediate connection: namely, that
the greater part of the prophets, whose writings are placed at the
end of the Bible, ministered to the church in their respective ages,
during the period which this second book of the Kings records;
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that is from the days. of Uzziah to the time of the Babylonish cap-
tivity. All from fsaiah to Zephaniah ( Ezekiel and Daniel ex-
cepted) exercised their ministry during the years this second book
of the Kings compriseth. It will be a point of no small import-
ance, to the help of the pious Reader to keep this i his recollec-
tion, while going over this book of God.

Tn regard to the period of history contained in the second book
of the Kings, it includes somewhat about 340 years; carrving on
the history of the church, from the death of A/ab, to the death of
Jehotachim which brings down the age of the world to between
five and six hundred years before the advent of our Lord Jesus
Christ. .Aud as, by so much the nearer the circumstances of man-
kind ;are seen to approach to that one glorious ra, which alone
gives importance to the history of man; every thing in reference to
it, must be found to rise in importance also. 1 would therefore
beg the Reader to have his attention the more awakened as he pro-
secutes the history, that he may catch hege and there, il possible,
some precious giimpses of Jesus. For if, from the earliest dawn
of revelation, i the days of the patriarchs, the great Covenant
Head of his church never left himself without witness, but fre-
quently (as if to-manifest how much he longed for the period of
his becoming, man for the redemption of his people) he shewed
himself to the faithful; surely, as that period drew nearer, it might

+ be reasonably supposed, that he would now, and then give a glance
of his lovely Person, or (as the church beautifully expresses it)
Jrom behind the wall of our nature look forth at the windows,
and shew himself through the lattice. In this book, if I mistake
not, several instances of the kind occur. Happy will it be, both
for Writer and Reader, if their discoveries correspond !

I only, upon the present occasion, as in the former, desire to
send forth my poor labours, accompanied with the humblest prayers
to him, whose blessing can alone make them profitable, that hoth
to him that writes and him that reads, this sacred book may be
blessed. Vouchsafe, gracious God! to instruct both by it, in
that knowledge which maketh wise unto salvation, throngh the faith
which is in Car1sT JESUS. Amen. :

CHAP. I.
CONTENTS.

:This Chapter. opens with relating a circumstance of sin in the conduct
of Ahaziah. Elijah is commissioned to send an awful message to him.
The king; in consequence, commands the prophet to appear before him.

,His messepgers are destroyed. Ahaziah dicth, and Jehoram succeeds
him in the kingdom. .

“TEYHEN Moab rebelled against.Israel after the
R death of Ahab. ’
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. The rebellion of Moab is a rod in God’s hand to corfect his people.
Blessed are those corrections which lead our souls fo bear the rod and
who fia{% appointed it. Micah vi. 9. ’

2 4 And Ahaziah fell down through a lattice
i his upper chamber that was i Samaria, and
* was sick: and he sent miesséngers, and said unto
them, Go, enquire of Baal-zebub the god of Ekron
whether I shall recover of this disease. C

3 But the angel of the Lorp said to Eljjal the
Tishbite, Avise, go up to méet the messéngers of
the king of Samaria, and say unto them, Is i not
because there ¢ not a God in Israel, that y& go to
enquire of Baal-zebub the god of Ekron? .

4 Now therefore thus saith the Lorp, Thou
shalt not coine down from that bed on whiclr thou
art gone up, but shalt surely die. And Elijah de-
parted.

Reader! to what a wretched state was Israel reduced, in consequence
of their idolatry! It is almost incredible to eonceive how the mitid of
any man could ever be sodegenefate as to fancy a dumb idol could
speak. The name of this dunghill god is remarkable. 'The devil him-
self is called Beel-zebub. And this god of Ekron is Baal-zebub. Baal
is the well know name of lord: and Zebub signifies a fly. But where-
fore Ekron’s image was so named, it is difficult to form an opinion.
Are not the doctrines of charms, and omens, and what is called fortune-
telling, and the like superstitions, sirhilar to the consulting this dunghill
idol ? T wish many who call themselves Christians, wotild learn the wick-
gdness, as well as folly of such conduct. How lovely the prophet Elijah
appears in his opén teproof. Oh! for faithfuluess ifi all the servants
of Jesus!

5 € And when the inessengers turned back un-
to him, hesaid unto them, Why are ye now turned
back ? . ’

6 And they said unto him, There came a man
up to meet us, and said unto us, Go, tarh again
unto the king that sent you, and say unto him,
Thus saith the Lorbp, I# s not because there is not
a God in Israél, that thou sendest to enquire of
Baal-zebub the god of Ekron ? therefore thou shalt
not come down from that bed on which thou art
gone up, but shalt surely die.
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7 And he said unto them, What manner of
man was he which came up to meet you, and told
you these words? g

8 And they answered him, He wasan hairy man,
and girt with a girdle of leather about his loins.

And he said, It i Elijah the Tishbite.

It is somewhat remarkable that the prophet Elijah, and John the Bap-
tist, should have been as much alike in dress as they were in their com-
mission. Our dear Lord pointed to John as the Elias of the gospel. If
ye will receive it, (said Christ) this is Elias which was for to come.
Matt. xi. 14. Observe the alarms of a guilty conscience In the case of
Ahaziah. His own fears interpreted to him that this must be the ser-
vant of the Lord, whose religion he had despised. Like his father, he
knew that no prophet of the Lord could prophecy good concerning him,
but evil. See 1 Kings xxii. 8.

9 'Then the king sent unto him a captain of fifty
with his fifty. And he went up to him, and behold,
he sat on the top of an hill. And he spake unto
him, Thou man of God, the king hathsaid, Come
down.

10 And Elijah answered and said to the captain
of fifty, If I be a man of God, then let fire come
down from heaven, and consume thee and thy
fifty. «And there came down fire from heaven,

and consumed him and his fifty.

"This is a most interesting passage. Observe the rage and folly of the
king, in sending to seize upon the prophet. Did he hope to alter the
sentence by destroying the prophet? Could he indeed conceive so des-
perate a thing, as to think that the Lord’s servants would be unprotected
in the Lord’s cause? But if the king was a wicked fool, how much
greater this captain of his, with his fifty men! It is plain, he either
did not believe him to be a man of God, or if he did, that he treated
both him and his God with equal contempt. But what are we to think
of Elijah ? 'The apostle tells us that ke was a man of like passions with
ourselves: James v. 17. Reader! mark in the circumstances of God’s
best servants, how much all men need grace to subdue their angry pas-
sions. In making this observation, however, let it be remembered, that
it is not made with a view to condemn the prophet, in the destruction of
the captain with his fifty. Perhaps the awful example here made by
their death was needful. And indeed, in the Lord’s answering by fire
and consuming them, it is plain that it was so.  Elijah, therefore, did not
exercise this authority given him, for himself or his own safety, but for
the glory of the Lord. But what I particularly wish the Reader to ob-
serve with me in this history is, how different the servant is from the
Lord, 'When the disciples of Jesus desired permission to do as Elias had
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done, to a village of the Samaritans, how sweetly did our Lord rebule
them: Ye know not (said Christ) what manner of spirit ye are of. Luke -
ix. 53—56. Oh! thou dedrest Jesus! how lovely dost thou appear?
And how precious is it, to see thee in thy gracious features of character,
in that thou wert truly holy, Larmless, undefiled, and seperate from sin-
ners. FHeb. vii. 20, Reader! behold ia the awful death of this cap-
tain and his fifty, how jealous the Lord is of his honour!  See also, what
interest the Lord’s servants have in the court of heaven? Aud observe,
moreover, how careful the Lord is of his people.  Zuke heed that ye of-
Jend not one of these lLittle ones. Matt. xviil. 0, 10.

11 Again also he sent unto him another cap-
tain of fifty with his fifty. And he answered and
said unto him, O man of God, thus hath the king
said, Come down quickly.

12 And Elijah answered and said unto them, If
I be a man of God, let fire come down from hea-
ven, and consume thee and thy fifty. And the .
fire of God came down from heaven, and consumed
him and his fifty.

Had not this wretched captain with his fifty, heard what had taken
place? If the king was hardened .and bound with the blindness of in-
iquity ! was it needful that he should follow him to hisruin? This man
exceeded in presumption, if possible, the former. For he had not only
the awful example of his ruin before his face, but his demand on Elijah
is more impious. He not only demanded him to come down, but to
come down quickly. ,

13 And he sent again a captain of the third fifty
with his fifty. And the third captain of fifty went
up, andcame and fell on his knees before Elijah, and
besought him, and said unto him, O man of God,
I pray thee, let my life, and the life of these fifty
thy servants, be precious in thy sight.

14 Behold, there came fire down from heaven,
and burnt up the two captains of the former fifties
with their fifties : therefore let my life now be pre-

clous in thy sight.

How lovely doth this third captain appear, in thus intreating for mercy!
He comes to Elijah because it was the king’s command! But he comes
to sue for favour. Reader! when the sinuer, humbled under a sense of
sin, and conscious of his undeservings, comes to the Lord God of the
prophet’s son, Elijah’s Master; and throws himself upon the free bounty
and sovereign grace of Jesus; oh! how we feel interested in his cause?
He must succeed ! Jesus waits to be gracious. He will save; that is,

Vour. I1I. Y
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he will be Jesus. How beautifully the prophet describes this: Zepha-
niah iii. 17.

15 And the angel of the Lorp said unto Elijah,
Go down with him: be not afraid of him. And
he arose, and went down with him unto the king.

We are not told who this angel was. But may we not con)ectule ?
When we recollect how much our Almighty Jesus, who is expressly called
the angel of the covenant, delighted to manifest himself, in those early
ages of his chuarch, as if thereby, he meant to teach the faithful, that he
longed for the fulness of time to come, when he would openly tabernacle
among them; and when we consider, that this Angel of Jehovah’s pre-
sence sqved them, and in his love, and in his pity he redeemed them, and
bare tllem, and carvied them all the days of old: I confess I am in-

clined to imagine that I see Jesus, in all such sweet moments of come
munion with his servants. Isaiah Ixiii. 9.

16 And he said unto him, Thus saith the Lorbp,
‘Foxasmuch as thou hast sent messengers to en-
quire of Baal-zebub the God of Ekron, s #'not
. because there i no God in Israel to enquire of
his word ? therefore thou shalt not come down
off that bed on which thou art gone up, but shalt
surely die. :

17 9 So he died according to the word of the
Lorp which Elijah had spoken. And Jehoram
~reigned in his stead in the second year of Jehoram
the son of Jehoshdphat king of Judah ; because he
liad no son.

18 Now the rest of the acts of Ahazxah which
he did, are they not written in the book of the

chronicles of the kings of Israel? .

Oh! how faithful is the prophet when the Lord God of the prophets
strengthens him! And, oh! how timid is the sinner, when the hand of
God is upon him! Behold, Reader! the sure end of the ungodly: he
shall not, he cannot stand in ¢the judgment ; nor sinners in the congre-
gation, of the righteous. The way of the ungodly shall perish. Psm.
1. 5, 6.

B

REFLECTIONS.

BeyoLD, my soul, awfully behold, in the sad example of Ahaziah and
his captains of fifty, with their fifiies, how sin hardens the heart, and ren-
ders men ripe for punishment! See in them thine own picture by nature;
and, but for grace, how justly the features would be marked still. To

»
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what a desperate length should I have run, had not the mercy of my God
interposed, and stopped me in my daring career! Enlisted under the
banner of sin and Satan; wearing his livery, and equipped with his
armour, how readily in those days of unregenmeracy, should I have
contended with his faithful servants, and from ignorance, malice, and de<
ceitful justs, have dared to oppose all that was gracious. Blessed Jesus !
at what expence of love, of grace, of mercy, and of blood, hast thou re-
deemed me, and made the deadly weapons of opposition fall from my
hands.

To whom but thee, thou Holy One of Israel, who hast made our
peace in the blood, of thy cross, shall I ascribe this great salvation?
Yes! blessed Jesus! thou, and thou alone, as thy Father’s precious gift
to poor sinners, art the sole deliverer of the captive; for thou hast
indeed taken away the captives from the mighty, and the prey of the
terrible thou hast delivered, And now, Lord ! what is the language of
my heart, but like the poor submissive suppliant at the foot of Elijah, I
would say to thee, as he did to the prophet; et my life, I beseech thee,
be precious in thy sight. Oh! Jesus! thou Man of God, thou Man at
God’s right-hand, who art fellow to the Lord of Hosts; again I say, as
he did, let my life be precious in thy sight! Haste then, conie down
quickly, O Lord, and let my soul live before thee. So shall I live to
thy glory while here below, and to thy redeeming praise when thou shalt
take me to thyself above.

CHAP. IIL

CONTENTS.

This is an interesting Chapter, in that it conlains the kistory of the
removal of Eljjah to heaven, and of establishing Elisha as his successor
in the prophetical office upon earth: the dividing of Jordan; healing
the waters: the children mocking Elisha, torn and destroyed. :

ND it came to pass, when the Lorp would
take up Elijah into heaven by a whirlwind,
that Elijah went with Elisha from Gilgal.

The ascension of Elijah to heaven, without passing through the in-
termediate passage of death, is striking and singular; never such an
event happening before, except in the case of Enoch: (see Gen. v. 24,
compared with Heb. xi. 5) it merits the more particular aitentions
Some have thought that the honour conferred uoon this man, was
on account of his great piety. And others have conjectured that it was
to rouse the attention of the Lord’s people, Israel, to the consideration of
another state, which, from their long degeneracy into idolatry, was almost
effaced from their dark and earthly minds. But though this latter mo-
tive might, in a secondary point of view, be in the design; yet I cannot
be brought to think that Elijah’s singular piety and faithfulness, great as
both these qualities, (through grace) were in the proplet’s life, were the
cause. I rather think that both in the patriarchal age, in the instance of
Enoch, and now, while the church was in Canaan, in the instance of Eli-
Jjah, these things were wholly intended to sigmify that glorious event

i Y 2
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hereafter to take place in the church of God, in the ascension of our
Lord Jesus Christ. Did not God our Father by such remarkable cir-
cumstances, mean to give the old church lively tokens of the triumph of
our Jesus: who, in this return to hcaven, entered as the glouous fore-
runner of his people, and took possession of tie kingdom in their name?
Seen in this point of view, oh! how inconceivably sweet and precious is
this account of Elijah, dearest Lord Jesus, if by thy blessed Spirit our
views of this subject are directed to the right apprehension of it! Oh!
do thou open our hearts more and more to the discovery of the many
precious things as they concern thee, which are contained in it, that while:
we read this chapter our meditation of thee may be sweet.

2 And Elijah said unto Elisha, Tarry here, I
pray thee; for the Lorp hath sent me to Beth-el.
And Lllsha said unto him, As the Lorp liveth, and
as thy soul liveth, I will not leave thee. - So they
went down to Beth-el.

3 And the sons of the prophets that were at
Beth-el came forth to Elisha, and said unto him,
Knowest thou that the Lorp will take away thy
master from thy head to day? And he said, Yea,
I know #; hold ye your peace.

4 And El ijah said unto him, Elisha, tarry here,
I pray thiee; for the Lorp hath sent me to Jericho.
JAnd he said,*As the Lorp liveth, and as thy soul
liveth, I will not leave thee. So they came to Je-
richo.

5 And the sons of the prophets that were at Jeri-
cho came to Elisha, and said unto him, Knowest
thou that the Lorp will takeaway thy master from
thy head to day? And he answered, Yea, I I\TIOW

; hold ye your peace.

6 And Elijah said unto him, Tarry, T pray thee,
here; for the Lorp hath sent me to Jordan.
And he said, 4s the Lorp liveth, and as thy soul
liveth, I will not leave thee. And they two went

on.

It shonld seem that Elisha, as well as Elijah, had the knowledge of
the great event about to be wrought. Aud indeed it was generally known
among the sons of the prophets. By what means the revelation was made
is not said. But of what were the feelings of the school of the pro-
phets, and of Elisha, on this departure of Elnah we can only form con-
jectures, Wo doubt Elijah filled every hour, as the time drew on, in giv-
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ing suifable instruction and consolation to those around him. There
seems to have been a desire in the Loary prophet to have privacy, in that
he so often requested Elisha to_tarry behind him. Here, Reader! we
may learn a lesson; how suited it is to dying men, and especially dying
believers, to be free from much interruption. It is true, indeed, it be- -
comes a most important office of the dymg believer to leave a rich festi-
mony behind him whose he is, and of his Sure expectation of dying in the
Lord. But this being doue, the true believer in Jesus hath too much to
'say to Jesus himself to suffer interruption from the world, or the people
of it. DBut here, dearest Lord Jesus, shall I not leave Elijah and his suc-
cessor going from Gilgal to Bethel, and from Bethel to Jericho and Jor-
dan, to comtemplate thee in the garden of Gethsemane, and at the fare-
well supper? Oh! how sweet that discourse followed up and closed with
prayer, in which thou didst commit thy people to thy Father before the
awful night, when cold as it was, so as to compel the servants of the
High Priests to make a fire to warm themselves, thy sweat and agouy
was so great as to induce great” drops of blood falling to the ground
from thy sacred body! Here, dearest Jesus! here is a subject enough to
call up animation in the most lifeless heart. See Luke xxii, 39—44.

7 And fifty men of the sons of the prophets
went, and stood to view afar off: and they two

stood by Jordan.

Who that beholds those fifty sons of the prophets looking at Elijal’s
departure can help connecting with it the account of the : angels who
graced our Lord’s triumphal return to heaven? Acts i. 9—11.

8 And Elijjah took his mantle, and wrapped
together, and smote the waters, and they were
divided hither and thither, so that they two went

over on dry ground.

That sacred river Jordan, what miracles bave been wrought upon it!
Here it was that Joshua, as a type of the Lord Jesus, made so illustri-
ous an appearance, See Joshua chap. 3. Reader! as the ark which
was always considered alively type and symbol of God’s presence, made
to Joshua a dry and safe passage over Jordan; so to Elijah. Jordan
imelf is like the river of death. Jesus hath opened a safe and easy
passage through it to all his followers. Here, according to the highly
fivished representation of the prophet, the ransomed of the Lord shail
pass over. Jesus himself is the way; and by his finished redemption
work he hath divided the waters hither and thither; so that the fuithful
wiil pass over as on dry ground. Isaiah xxxv. 9, 10.

9 And it came to pass, when they were goune
over, that Elijah said unto Elisha, Ask what 1
shall do for thee, before I be taken away from
thee. And Elisha said, I pray thee, let a double
portion of thy spirit be upon me.

10 And he sgid, Thou hast asked a hard thing:
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nevertheless, 1f thou see “me when I am taken from
thee, it shall be so unto thee; but if not, it shall

not be so.

Elijah’s question differs from Elisha’s answer. What shall I do for
thee? Whereas what’ Elisha desired, was not what Elijah could do.
He had not the gifts of the spirit at his disposal. The departing pro-
phet therefore seems to have referred it to the Lord, and to leave the
decision of it in its being known by a sign. The greatest beauty in this
passage, as it strikes me is, to notice wherein the servant Elijal difiers
from his master Jesus. The prophet Elijah desires to know what he
“ should do for Elisha before he left him, conscious that he could,do no-
thing for him after. But our Jesus, as if to teach his people that his
departure was that he might enter more especially upon his glorious
office of intercessor, bade them ask whatsoever they needed in his name,
and promised it should be done for them. Reader! mark this in the
memorandwmns of your heart, for it is a precious view of the Lord
Jesus. John xv. 16.

11 And it came pass, as they still went on, and
talked, that, behold, there appeared a chariot of fire,
and horses of fire, and parted them both asunder;
and Elijah went up by a whirlwind into heaven.’

Instead of unprofitable and improper enquiries concerning this event,
I would rather refer the Reader to the consideration, how lively a type
the prophet was, in this instance, of his divine master. And is it not
probable (for I beg it may be understood that I do not presume to
say as much) that from this view of the prophet, in Lis translation, like
Enoch, to glory, the minds of the faithful in the church through all the
intermediate ages from Elijah to Christ, were strengthened in their faith
of the coming Saviour; the outlines of whose redemption-work they
were brought savingly acquainted with? Heb. xi. 5.

12 9 And Elisha saw i, and he cried, My fa-
ther, my father, the chariot of Israel, and the
horsemen thereof. And he saw him no iore:
and he took hold of his own clothes, and rent theth
in two pieces. ’ ’

Hereby Elisha gave proof that the petition he had asked was granted.

The renting of his garment perhaps had a greater signification than the.
mere expression of grief.

13 He took up also the mantle of Elijah that
fell from him, and went back, and stood by the
bank of Jordan ; \

14 And he took the mantle of Elijah that fell
from him, and smote the waters, and said, Where
2 the Lorp God of Elijah? and when he also had
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smitten the waters, they parted hither and thither:
and Elisha went over. ,
15 And when the sons of the prophets which
were to view at Jericho saw him, they said, The
spirit of Elijah doth rest on Elisha. And they
came to meet him, and bowed themselves to the

ground before him.

Heseby the Lord gave a decisive testimony that Elisha was by him
appointed the successor of his servant Elijah, Ob! thatall who minister
in holy things were careful to be convinced, that they carried with them
their credentials. '

16 And they said unto him, Behold now there
be with thy servants fifty strong men; let them go,
we pray thee, and seek thy master: lest perad-
venture the Spirit of the Lorp hath taken him
up, and cast him upon some mountain, or into
some valley. And he said, Ye shall not send.

17 And when they urged him till he was
ashamed, he said, Send. They sent therefore
fifty men; and they sought three days, but they
found him not. |

18 And when they came again to him, (for he
tarried at Jericho,) he said unto them, Did I not

say unto you, Go not ?

"There is somewhat mysterious in those verses. That the sons of the
prophets should be so destitute of faith, and Elisha suffer himself to be
led away to the permission of what is here said, appears so truly unac-
countable, that I confess I know not in what sense to consider the pas-
sage. If the whole arose from the slenderness of their faith, it only
serves to afford a renewed instance of human infirmity. Might not the
prophet do in this instance as in after ages, John the Baptist did
concerning the enquiries of his disciples about Christ, send them for
their own conviction unto Jesus? Matt. ii. 2—6. Oh! blessed Jesus!
how precious at every review is thy finished work !

19 € And the men of the city said unto Elisha,
Behold, I pray thee, the situation of this city
pleasant, as my lord seeth: but the water i
nought, and the ground barren.

20 And he said, Bring me a new cruse, and
put salt therein. And they brought ¢ to him.

21 And he went forth unto the spring of the
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waters, and cast the salt in there, and said, Thus
saith the Lorp, I have healed these waters; there

shall not be from thence any more death or barren
land.

*22 So the waters were healed unto this day, ac-

cording to the saying of Elisha which he spake.

Here Elisha enters upon his ministry. And a lovely service it was to
heal the barren and corrupt waters of Jericho. Like the waters of Ma-
rah the appointed remedy cast in by the Lord’s command became effi-
cacious to both. Reader! remark with mg, that this, remedy in both
cases was ¢f the Lord; and the remedy itself also typical of Christ. Is
not Jesus the healer of all our Marahs, and all our barrenness? And is
not Jesus all this as the Christ of God; the Sent, the Sealed of the Fa-
ther! John vi. 27.

23 € And he went up from thence unto Beth-
el: and as he was going up by the way, there came
forth little children out of the city, and mocked
him, and said unto him, Go up, thou bald head ;
go up thou bald head.

24 And he turned back, and looked on them,
and cursed them in the name of the Lorp. And
there came forth two she bears out of the wood,
and tare forty and two children of them.
© 25 And he went from thence to mount Carmel,

and from thence he returned to Samaria.

In this destruction of the wicked children there is more evidently im-
plied than is here related. If we look into the hook of the Chronicles,
and compare what is there said with what, from this book of the Kings,
we learn of the present despised and low estate of the church, we
shall discover that to such a degree of contempt was the Lord’s cause
now held by Israel, that the scoffing at God's servants was in common
practice. . Here the Lord was pleased to shew his abhorrence by this
awful judgment on the children. It is not said that they were killed,
but torn. Perhaps, however, in many instances, if not in all, death
might follow. 2 Chron. xxxvi. 16. .

N e e
REFLECTIONS.

I pass over all lesser consideratious in the perusal of this chapter,
to behold with all suitable thankfulness to the Lord, as the gracious au-
thor of the mercy, thy happy privilege Elijah, whom thy God was’
pleased to take to himself in glory, without passing through the dark
valley of the shadow of death. Thou wert indeed an highly favoured
servant of our Lord! no doubt as Enoch, so Elijah, found the transla-
tion by faith, For nothing but God’s covenant love and grace
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Christ Jesus, could either have first procured heaven, or have opened a
way of translation thither. In this believing view of Jesus, and by faith
in his blood and righteousness, all the faithful have lived, and died as
they lived, in the exercise of it. In this most dear and holy name I
would hail thee, thou prophet of my Geod and Saviour on this happy
departure of thine. And though now so many ages have run out since,
yet in the faith of bim who is the same yesterday, and to-day, and for
ever, I would bless the Lord Jesus in the recollection of his grace and
goodness toward thee, At the same time praising his most holy name
for all his departed servants, who-while passing through the grave to
their home in glory, were not less beloved, neither less happy, but
found in the same compleat and finished salvation; the same eatrance
being abundantly admiinistered unto them, into the everlasting kingdom
of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.

But let not my meditations end here. Do I not behold in the ser-
vant some of the faint outlines of the master? Shall I see the prophet
Elijah going up by a whirlwind into heaven, and shall I not recollect
that the Lord God of the prophets ascended visibly into heaven in the
presence of his apostles, attended with angels to grace his triumph?
Yes! precious Lord! thou risen, ascended, and exalted Redeemer, my
soul would take her flight on the wing of faith to the mount of Be-
thany, and gaze on thy blessed person, until that I followed thee to the
right band of power, and beheld all things put under thy feet! And
surely the distinguished mercy manifested to the prophet Elijah in this
instance, was principally with a view to shew to thy church under the
Old Testament dispensation, that such would be thy glorious triumphs
when thou hadst conquered sin, death, hell, and the grave; and hereby
opened thy kingdom to all believers.

And was not this Elijah a type in many other similar situations
wherein a servant might be supposed to mark out the features of his
Lord. Was the prophet poor, and was our Jesus rich? Did he go in
the strength of the Lord’s sustenance forty days and nights to mount
Horeb? And was not Jesus led up of the Spirit forty days into the
wilderness to be tempted of-the devil? Did the widow’s cruse multiply
under Elijah’s ministry by the word of Jehovah? And shall I not call
to mind, blessed Jesus, how the loaves and the fishes multiplied under
thine own Almighty hand, to give bread to the peoplein the wilderness?
Did the Lord so far honour his servant as to raise the widow of Zare-
phath’s son; and shall I overlook him who by his own power called from
death the widow of Nain’s son; and as a confirmation that he was God,
brought up Lazarus from the grave, and will at the last day raise the
bodies of all his saints, because he is the resutrection and the life?
OL! precious Lord of all thy people, I would bless thy holy name in
all I read of thy ministering servants, of grace and mercy manifested to
them. And in all I behold of miracles wrought by their instrumentality,
I would ever be looking unto thee as the cause. Thou art the author
and the finisher. By thee kings reign, and princes decree justice. Pa-
triarchs, prophets,” and apostles, and the faithful in all ages, have acted
under thy commission, and in thy name. To thee they bend the knee,
and now the whole army of them, both in heaven and earth, joyfully
confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.

Vor. III, VA
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We are here presented with some account of the reign of Jehoram.
In an enquiry conqerning a quarrel between' Fsrael and Moab, Elisha
is commissioned with a gracious message from the Lord to Fsrael. The
Moabites are qongiwref .

] OW Jehoram the son of Ahab began to reign

- X over Israel in Samaria the eighteenth year of
Jehoshaphat king of Judah, and reigned twelve
yea[‘s- . B \
2 And he wrought evil in the sight of the Lorbp ;
but not like his father, and like his mother: for he
put away the image of Baal that his father bad
made. 7

3 Nevertheless he cleaved unto the sins of Jero-
boam the son of Nebat, which made Israel to sin;
he departed not therefrom,

The account of Jehoram is somewhat more favourable than that of
bis father. He put away the image of Baal, it should seem, from his
own house and family, but not out of Israel. What a strange thing this
is? If he was convinced of the sin and folly in his own house: surely it
must have been equally so jn Israel.  And we find that Jehu, as related
in the after part of this history, found the kingdom overrun with this
idol. See Chap.x. 19. Moreover, it should seem that those sins which

he followed of Jeroboam’s were particularly the worship of the calves in
Bethel. 1 Kings xji. 28.

4 9 And Mesha king of Moab was a sheep-
master, and rendered unto the king of Israel an
hundred thousand lambs, and an hundred thousand
rams, with the wool. o ,

5 But it came to pass, when Ahab was dead,
that the king of Moab rebelled against the king
of Israel. L , o

The,rebell‘ip_n of Moab became the cause of the renewal of the war.,
The Reader, may perhaps not imnediately be able to reconcile the idea
of a king connected with that of a sheep-master in the same person.
It would be so indeed in the present day. But he must he told that the
revenues of princes in those ages of the world, consisied more in the
riches of agriculture and vineyards than either in extensive territories, or
in gold and silver.

6 And king Jehoram weat out of Samaria the
same time, and numbered all Israel.
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7 And he went and sent to Jehoshaphat the
king of Judah, saying, The king of Moab hath re-
belled against me: wilt thou go with me against
Moab to battle? And hesaid, I willgoup: I am
as thou art, my people as thy people, and my

horses as thy horses.

It is somewhat strange to find Jehoshaphat in league again after his
former escape with Isracl.—1 Kings xxii. 4 and 32. But Reader! how
often is it the case in a spiritual sense. Alas! though we never go
among mere carnal men without being wounded by their company, yet
we are too often found with them again. Well might the apostle say,
Come out from among them, and touck not the unclean thing. 2 Cor.
vi. 17. '

8 And he said, Which way shall we go up?
And heanswered, The way through the wilderness
of Edom.

9 So the king of Israel went, and the king of
Judah, and the king of Edom: and they fetched
a compass of seven days’ journey: and there was
no water for the host, and for the cattle that fol-
lowed them.

This was the very wilderness in which Israel more than 500 years be-
fore had wanted water; and where the Lotd had miraculously provided
them with water. ‘See Numb. xx. 1—11. *

10 And the king of Israel said, Alas! that the
Lorp hath called these three kings together, to
deliver them into the hand of Moab ! ‘

Observe the daring impiety of the king of Israel, in charging this plan
of .lhi:s own upon the Lord. Oh! how disposed the mind of man is to
€vil.

11 But Jehoshaphat said, Is there not here a
prophet of the Lorp, that we may enquire of the
Lorp by him? And one of the king of Israel’s
servants answered and said, Here is Elisha the son
of Shaphat, which poured water on the hands of
Elijah. ' B

12 And Jehoshaphat said, The word of the
Lorp is with him. So the king of Israel and Je~
lgpshaphat and the king of Edom went down to

m. ‘

Z2
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15 ‘And Elisha said unto the king of Israel,
What have I to do with thee? get thee to the
prophets of thy father, and to the prophets of thy
mother.  And the king of Israel said unto him,
Nay : for the Lorp hath called these three
kings together, to deliver them into the hand of
Moab. , _

14 And Elisha said, 4s the Lorp of host liveth,
before whom I stand, surely, were it not that I re-
gard the presence of Jehoshaphat the king of Ju-
dah, T would not look toward thee, nor see thee.
' 15 But now bring me a minstrel. And it came
to pass, when the minstrel played, that the hand
-of the Lorp came upon him. :

16 9 And hesaid, Thussaith the Lorp, Make
this valley full of ditches.

17 For thus saith the Lorp, Ye shall not see
wind, neither shall ye see rain; yet that valley
shall be filled with water, that ye may drink;
both ye and your cattle, and your beasts.

18 And this is but a light thing in the sight of
the Lorp: he will deliver the Moabites also into
your hand. ' n

19 And ye shall smite every fenced city, and
every choice city, and shall fell every good tree,
and stop all wells of water, and mar every good
piece of land with stones. .

20 And it came to pass in the morning, when
the meat offering was offered, that, behold, their
came water by the way of Edom, and the country
was filled with water.

T pray the Reader to mark with me the astonishing goodness of the
Lord. Surely here, in an eminent degree, that scripture was fulﬁlleq,
Where sin abounded, grace did much more abound. Rom. v. 20. Isit
not somewhat strange that the prophet Elisha should be upon this occa-
sion with the army? It would be so, had not the Lord been about to .
bestow a signal mercy upon his people, in the midst of all their undeserv-
ings. Reader! doth not God cause his holy word, as here he caused
his servant the prophet, to be always near at hand for the consultation
of his people. ~And Reader! do not fail to remark that though none of
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the kings knew Elisha was near them; yeta poor, despised, and over-
looked servant did. So is it not unfrequently now. While Jesus and
his precious gospel are hid from the wise and prudent, how often are
they revealed to babes. It should seem from the answer of the prophet
that it was for the salvation of Jehoshaphat, and the faithful followers
of the Lord, which were in the army, that Elisha had it in commission
toattend the camp. Howsweet the thought! Itison account of Je-
sus’s Church the world is upheld. Believers in Christ are the salt of the
earth, which preserves it from universal putrefaction. There is some-
what very striking in the prophet’s waiting for the Lord’s presence, and
in the mean season composing his mind with melody. Observe the
Lord’s mercies. Israel shall have abundant supply, and to shew the
Lord’s hand in this supply, it shall be without the ordinary means.
"Moreover ; Israel shall have a compleat victory over her enemies; and
this victory shall be of the Lord. But what I most particularly would
beg the Reader not to overlook in those mercies is what is said as to
the time in which the beginning of them was shewn; namely, that it
was in the morning when the meat-offering was offered ; thereby evi-
dently alluding to the season of sacrifice. If the Reader will consult the
law of Moses on this grand subject, he will find that in the daily offer-
ing of the two lambs, one in the morning, and the other in the evening,
this meat-offering with both formed a partin the solemn service. And
as the Lord declared it to be a continual offering, in his sight of & sweet
savor ; and which was expressly commanded to be observed throughout
their generations ; and that there the Lord would meet them ; would
dwell among them ; would be their God ; and they should know him:
I hope the Reader is led by the Holy Ghost, the great author of this
appointment, to see so much of Jesusand his precious sacrifice, which he
offered to God for a sweet smelling savour in all this, that he cannot
need any observation from me for the pointing it out. What was the
morping and evening lamb offered daily for, but to keep up a perpetual
type of the Lamb of God, slain from the foundation of the world? And
what did the continual presentation of this sacrifice set forth, but that
the efficacy of Christ’s blood should be of perpetual duration, and his
priesthood an increasing ministry? And wherefore was the promise of
Jehovah to meet his people upon these occasions so solemnly assured,
but to teach the church that the meeting place of Jehovah with his peo-
ple is in Christ Jesus, and no where else? Reader! let me beg of you
to turn to the several scriptures I shall here mark at the close of these
obseryations. And oh! that the Lord may make them most blessed to
your meditations ! Exod. xxix. 38—46. Dan.ix.21. Ephes.v. €.

21 9 And when all the Moabites heard that
the kings were come up to fight against them, they
gathered all that were able to put on armour, and
upward, and stood in the border.

22 And they rose up early in the morning, and
the sun shone upon the water, and the Moabites
saw the water on the other side as red as blood.
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23 And they sa;d Thls zs blood the kmgs are
surely slain, and they have smitten one another :
now ‘therefore, Moab, to the spoil.

24 And when they came to the camp of Israel,
the Israelites rose up and smote the Moabites, so
that they fled heforc them: but they went forward
smiting the Moabltes, even in their country.

25 And they beat down their cities, and on
every good piece of land cast every man his stone,
and filled it; and they stopped all the wells of
water, and felled all the good trees: only in Kir-
haraseth left they the stones thereof; howbeit the

slingers went about i#, and smote it.

No doubt the Lord overruled the mmds of the Moabites to this dely-
sion, in supposmg what they beheld of the water to be blod. And in-
deed as they knew no rain iad fallen, such an idea was naf altogether
Il probable The victory of Israel, which Elisha bad promised in the

ord’s pawe, cerfainly was well followed up. Itis remarkable upon
lhls occas,mn that the Israelltes were pemntted to act dlﬁ‘érent om
2 known law ! Deut. xx. 19.

26 And when the king of Moab saw that the
battle was too sore for h1m, he took with him
seven hundred men that drew swords, to break
through cven unto the kmv of Edom. but they
could not.

27 Then hetook his eldest son that should have
reigned in his stead, and offered him fora burnt
,foeund upon the wall. And there was great in-

ignation against Isracl: and they departed from

him, and 1‘etm ned to their own land.

Observe the qad state of an 1dolatrous mlnd Human sacrifices to
devils are amonu the abommatlons Thus the great enemy of souls to
confound as he thought the divine institution of sacrifices in his church,
‘which wére all directed with an eye to.Christ, tempted to this imitation
;among his yagsals by such dreadful inventions. See an awful device of
Satan to corrupt Israel: Numb. xxy. 2, 3.

E !! !
REFLECTIONS
I STAY not to remark all the interesting things which this chapter
contains ; otherwise I might charge it upon my soul fo admire and
adore, what I have read of grace “and mercy transcending iniquity and
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undeservings. But I pass over; for the present; the consideiation of all
these, important as they are in themselves, to contemplaté Jesus.most
beautifully shadowed forth in the prophet’s prayer, being answered in
the time of the morning sacrifice. How sweetly was the prophét’s mind
prepared for the expectation of this mercy when the Holy Ghost,
whose office it is to glorify Jesus, poured out of his blessed influences
through the medium of this minstrel, But how glorious an object. is it
thus to behold in ages so remote from the hour of the Redéemet’s si-
crifice, its blessed efficacy in bringing down all needed blessings. )
Pause, my soul, I charge thee pause,and say what upon earth can im-
press thy mind more in token of the infinite importance of thé rederpe
tion by Jesus’s sacrifice, than that Jehovah, in so many insiancés; madé
even the houi when in after ages that sacrifice was to be offéted mMme=
morable, in the pouring out of his mercies. Did the Lord God appoint
the morning lamb, and the evening lamb, a standing daily memotial of
his lamb slain ; and did all his faithful servants eye Jesus in their moin-
ing and evening oblation? And wilt not thoa, my soul, now thy Jesus,
thy God and Saviour, hath by that one offering perfected for ever them
that are sanctified; wilt thounot eye him in all thy poor presentitions
of the sacrifice of prayer and praise. Precious Jesus! grant e to look
on thee continually. Thou art the only sacnifice for sin. Thou aft the
only lamb of God for a burnt-offering. The golden altar of thy divine
nature, on which the sacrifice cati alone be offered ; and thé everlasting
High Priest by whom all can be presented. Thou, thou art thé sum
and substance of all. Oh! Holy Father! having boldness to enfer iito
the holiest by his blood; behold I come in his name, making mention of
his righteousness, even his righteousness only. Covered under his com-
pleat, all-justifying robe, and washed from all impurities in his blood:
let me enter into the sacred retirings of the Lord God. Yes! most
gracious, indulgent Father! the remedy is of thy own providing; itis
thou, blessed be thy glorious name, thou who hast reconciled all things
to thyself by Jesus Christ. Look, holy Father, upon the face of thine
anointed! and say, Canst thou deny me any mercy while I ask it in thy
‘dear Son’s name? And blessed, for ever blessed, be God the Holy
Ghost, for having left upon record that sweet scripture tp confirm those
well grounded assurances in Jesus's name ‘and work ; He that spared
not his own son, but delivered him up for us all ; how shall ke not with
kim freely give us all things?

cuav] 2 KINGS. 17

CHAP. 1IV.

CONTENTS.

. In this chapter the prophet Elisha is again introduced. He multi-
plieth the widoiv’s oil. A son is given her. The child dieth. FElisha
raiseth the child again. At Gilgal he healeth the poison ‘in the pot.
He feedeth an hundred men with twenty loaves of barley and eurs of
corn. These are among the contents.
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OW there cried a certain woman of the wives

of the sons of the prophets unto Elisha, say-

ing, Thy servant my husband is dead; and thou
knowest that thy servant did fear the Lorp: and
the creditor is come to take unto him my two sons

‘to be bondmen.

The conduct of this widow may serve to teach us where we are to
apply in our insolvency and distresses, even to the Lord God of the pro-
phets.  You and’I, Reader, may truly say to Jesus, thou knowest, Lord,
we are insolvent, and the creditor is come to take us into bondage. But
thou knowest also, that thy fear is in us, and that we are thy servants.
That is, if indeed Jesus hath called us by his grace. The conduct of
this peor woman may serve also, ina yet more peculiar manner, to teach
where the widows of God’s servants, and especially his prophets, I mean
his poor ministers, are to apply, when from the narrowness of their in-
come they are left by their husbands insolvent and in poverty. What a
blessed -and gracious direction to this eflect is that sweet precept and
promise, Jerem. xlix, 11? '

2 And Elisha said unto her, What shall I do for
thee; tell me, what hast thouin the house? And
she said, Thine handmaid hath not any thing in

the house, save a pot of oil. ~

So may all the faithful servants of the Lord say, by way of lead-
ing the minds of the needy to Jesus;—3%Vhat shall I do for thee? But
Jesus can do all.

3 Then he said, Go, borrow thee vessels abroad
of all thy neighbours, even empty vessels ; borrow
not a few.

4 And when thou art come in, thou shalt shut
the door upon thee and upon thy sons, and shalt
pour out into all those vessels, and thou shalt set
aside that which is full.

5 So she went from him, and shut the door upon
her and upon her sons, who brought the vessels to
‘her; and she poured out.

6 And it came to pass, when the vessels were
full, that she said unto her son, Bring me yet a

vessel. And he said unto her, There s not a

vessel more. And the oil stayed.
Do I not see in this representation how all the vessels of our poor na-

~
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ture may be unceasingly filled from the inexhaustible fullness of Jesus,

the fullness of him that filleth all in all. Borrow as we may of our

neighbours, the largest vessels for containing his gifts and graces; the oil

of gladness and of mercy, will infinitely overrun them all. I mean what-

ever views we derive from the instruction of others concerning the Lord

Jesus, all vessels fail before his infinite fulvess fails. Nay,. Jesus takes

occasion from our very wants to make vacancies for the pouring out of
his fuluess. I cannot but hope that the Reader will learn from hence -
that in all barrenness, leanness; and the like, the cause is in ourselves.

It is unpelief which raiseth up a cloud of difficulties, as if the infinite ful- -
ness of Jesus was not enough to answer the wants of his people.

7 Then she came and told the man of God.
And he said, Go, sell the'oil, and pay thy debt,
and live thou and thy ‘children of the rest. '

See what a blessed issue to the poor widow’s poverty. There was
enough not; only to pay the creditor, but to live both heyself and house-
hold on what remained. And Reader! Is there not enough in Jesus
and his precious salvation, to answer all the demands~of that law, the
breaches of which: iath, made you and me insolvent, and also .to justify
our souls before Gogl? ‘

.8 9 And jtfell.ona day, that Elisha passed to
Shunem, where was a greag woman ; and she con=
strained bim to eat bread.. And so it was, that as
oft as he passed by, he turned in thither to eat
bread, 3 o

It -appears from Elisha’s history that he frequently travelled from
mount Carmel to S8amaria, and therefore was necessarily obljged to piss
through Shunem, which was a small city belonging to the tribe of Issa-
6har.  See Chap. ii. 25. But (as the after events in this woman’s life
make it appear) the Lord was overruling the prophet’s path in this in-
stauce to a work of mercy. The Reader will not fail, T hope, to have
his mind directed to the steps of Jesus, concerning whom the Evangelist
expressly tells' us that ke musé needs go through Samaria; that is, I ap~
prehend, Jesus was constrained in his eoming into, this world to seek and
save that which was lost, to visit Saiparia, because he knew that there
was a woman among the number which his Fathér had given him for re-
demption, who was then living in a state of unawakened sin and uive-
generacy. Oh! precious. Jesus!" And is there not an holy coustraint,
even now, in thine hallowed bosom, that in thy gathering all thy people
unto thee, thou shouldest send thy blessed Spirit to awaken sinners from
darkness to light, and from the power of sin and Satan to God? °

9 And she said unto her husband, Behold, now
I perceive that this ¢ an holy man of God, which
passeth by us continually.

.10 Let us make a little chamber, I pray thee,
on the wall; and let us set for him therea bed, and

YorL. I, - ‘ A A
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a fab]e, and a stool, and a candlestick : and it shall
be, when he cometh to us, that he shall turn in
thither.

There is a vast deal of generosity in this woman’s mind: and yet no-
thing costly. How often, when entertaining strangers, have men found
that they have been entertaining angels, or messengers of God, unawares.
Yes! Jesus was a stranger when he came into this world; and had not
where to laybis head. And oh, Reader! how little did you and I know
of him when he turned in and invited himself to our house, and to our
heart? for if he had not, we never should have invited him. Heb. xiii. 1.
Matt. xxv. 35. '

11 And it fell onaday, that he came thither,
and he turned into the chamber, and lay there.

12 And hesaid to Gehazi his servant, Call this
Shunammite. And when he had called her, she
stood before him. »

13 And he said unto' him, Say now unto her,
Behold, thou hast been careful for us with all this
care; what s to be done for thee? wouldest thou
'be spoken for to the king, or to the captain of the
host? And she answered, I dwell among mine
own people. o o

There is 2 nobleness of soul in the woman, in thus declining courtfavour.
The prophet’s interest was more with God than with the king. It isas
if'she had said, Speak for me not to man, but to God. Reader! would
you be spoken for? Yes! to the King of Kings, and Lord of Lords!

to the captain indeed of the Lord’s host; even Jesus, the God of our sal-
vation !

14 And the said, What then 7 to be done for
her? and Gehazi answered, Verily she hath no
child, and her husband is old.

- 15 And he said, Call her. And when he had
called her, she stood in the door.

16 And he said, About this seasan, according to
the time of life, thou shalt embrace a son. And
she said, Nay, my lord, #keu man of God, do not lie
unto thine handmaid. , ‘

17 And the woman conceived and bare a son at
that season that Elisha had said unto her, accord-

ing to the time of life. :
-In order to have a clear conception of the great earnestness manifested
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among all the Israelites for children, it should be remembered that this
was with an eye to the coming Messiah. That promised seed every Israelite
was extremely anxious should spring from his family. Hence Gehazi
concluded thata son would be so highly esteemed a blessing, And
kence the Shunammite’s expressions of joy were so lively.

18 § And when the child was grown, it fell on
a day, that he went out to his father to the
reapers.

19 And he said unto his father, My head, my
head. And he said to a lad, Carry him to his
mother. . .

20 And when he had taken him, and brought

“him to his mother, he sat on her knees till noon,
and then died. '

21 And she went up, and laid him on the bed of
the man of God, and shut the door upon him, and

went out. :

What an unexpected event was this? Who would have thought that
a child unasked, and given at the instance of the prophet’s prayer, should
be thus soon recalled. Reader! do not fail to gather from it in the first
opening of the subject, that the Lord exerciseth the graces of his people.
They must be tried ; they must be afflicted ; on purpose that they may
be led to trust on the Lord. Zeph. iii. 12.

22 And she-called unto her husband, and said,
Send me, I pray thee, one of the young men, and
one of the asses, that I may run to the man of God,
and come again. ‘

23 And he said, Wherefore wilt thou go to him
to day? # us neither new moon, nor sabbath..
And she said, I¢ shall be well.

24 Then she saddled an ass, and said to her ser-
vant, Drive and go forward; slack not #hy riding

for me, except I bid thee. |

What can be the object of this Shunammite in this journey? Are not
all her hopes now gone? The childis dead. Had he still life in him
there might be hopes. But now he is dead ; wherefore go to the pro-
phet? Doth she really believe that the prophet can raise him from the
dead? Yes, Reader; depend upon it she thoughtso. I do not, for my-
self, hesitate to conclude that she really did believe that Elisha would give
her son to her again. For observe, she said toher husband as she went :
It shall be well.  And I confess that I am the more inclined to this con-
clusion, because the apostle Paul, under the Holy Ghost, tells us in his

AA2Q
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animated account of those illustrious heroes of faith in the Old Testa-
ment scripture, that the faith of thewoman was such as to receive their
dead raised to life again.  See Heb xi.35.  Hence therefore this woman,
with 2 faith in God’s. covenant-love and mercy, and whichis equal to
almost any thing we meet with in seripture, was so firmly persudded
that the gracious God who gave 1his child 1o her, on her part unashed,
could as easily vestore him to hier dgain, that shie hasteis to the prophet
to seek -an interest in his prayers fof the accomplishment of it. 'So that
she leaves her dead child to fly to the living God. She makes no pre-
paration for his burial ; as if confident he should not . :be buried; but
tells her husband’ all shal' be well; and Hke a true déscendar't and
daughter of the{patriareh, goés in ﬁmh and eonfidence to God, account-
ing that Ged was able to raise him up even from the dead. Heb. xi.
19. Stop, Reader, I pray you, before you go further in the velation of
{his, wbndélful'hlsmrv, and ask your own hcart whether, amidst the lesser
muls for tlie pxereise “of g your faith, you can imitate such-an illustrious ex-
ample! have not you the same gracious covenant God to fly to as she
had ?  Hath the Lord any time raised vour expectations in his pardoning
Jove afid merey; #bd hath any thwafting providences afterwards inter-
vened so as to cloud your hopes; how'do you feel upon those occaions ?
It is true you have not the prophet Elisha to intercede for you. But
T hope you do not overlock and forget that you have one mﬁmtely higher,
even the Lotd God of all prophets, Jesis, Jehiovah’s High Priest for-ever,
an everlasting advocate with the Father, 3hd the propitiation of our sins.
Oh! precious Jesus! -how faded'appear the most splendid actions of all
thy ministering servants, when thy glory is beheld in view.

25 So she went and came unto the man of God
to mount Carmel. Andit cameto pass, when the
man of God saw her afar off, that he said to Ge-

hazi his servant, Behold, yonder @ that Shunam-
mite:

26 Run now, I piay-thee, to meet her, and say
unto her, Is it weli with thee? 45 # well with thy
husband? # 4 well with the child? and she an-
swered, It zs well. :

The relation of this scriptural storv, in the mere Letter of the subject,
is uncommonly interesting. The prophet’s salutdtion and enquiry of her
welfare, and that of her family, and her short'but expresswe answer, are
very striking. It'behoves the ministers of God both in spiritual and
temporal mercxes, to take partin the concerns of their people. And ob-
serve the pious frame of mind in the woman. Though her soul within
her was convulsed with sorrow, as afterwards, when she caine nearer fili-
sha, he saw her agony, for her very looks expressed it ; yetsuch was her
faith and patience, . that, she sa,td All is well. That is, all is well, be-
cause what hath taken.place is from God’s-appointment. She hoped an
happy issue both from what she knew God was able to do, and from what
she h(zred ‘that God would do. Sweet and blessed frame of mind ! And
depend upon it, Readet, the same can our Lord Jesus Christ work by his
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Holy Spirit in every heart of his people, when, as.in the instance of this
woman, he works a faith suited to every trying situation.

27 And when she came to the man of God to
the hill, she caught him by the feet: but Gehazi
came near to thrust her away. And the man of
(God said, Letheralone ; for her soul s vexed with~
in her: and the Lorp hath hid ¢¢ from me, and
hath not told me.

28 Then she said, Did I desire a son of my

lord? Did I not say, Do not deceive me.

This is a most interesting part of the narrative. It is lrere rising to a
great degree of earnestness. Her whole soul was in action, and the
hody participated, as is evident in catching hold of the prophet. Not
in anger, as Gehazi thought; but in love, as Elisha well interpreted by
her looks. - And her words vehemently spoke it in tlre most fervent
pleading. What she said strongly expressed her faith that even now,
unpromising as matters appeared, that gracious God who gave a son so
contrary to all her expectations, could as easily give him to her again.
Did I desire a son? Was this blessing first in my thoughts? Was
it not in God’s? And did God raise my expectations, and then so
suddenly blast them ?  Surely this can never be in the plan of him w#ose
counsel shall stand, and who will do all his pleasure. Isaiah xlvi. 18.
Reader! oh that you and I had grace to exercise such lively faith in
Jesus? May we not, with infinitely greater reason, as to the founda-
tion of our faith, may we not say; Did we desire a Saviour? Did we
first ask this unspeakable gift of our God? Did we even know
that we needed a Saviour? Nay, did we not stand eut long, very
long, after the blessed, precious gift was given, against all his gracious
calls; and in actions, if not in words, say, We will not have this
man to reign over us? Now then, when he by his Holy Spirit
hath conquered our stubborn nature, and made us willing in the day of
his power; shall we fear or doubt his love? Did God our Father raise
such glorious hopes of salvation; and will he now disappoint them ?
Oh! precious Jesus! T would gather a lesson frotn the Shunammite’s
faith; and as she caught thy servant the prophet by the feet, so Lord
would I lay hold of thee while I lie at thy feet, and never, no never,
let thee go until that thou bless me.

29 Then he said to Gehazi, Gird up thy loins,
and take my staff in thine hand, and go thy way:
if thou meet any man, salute him not; and if any
salute thee, answer him not again: and lay my
staff upon the face of the child. ’

30 And the mother of the child said, 4s the
Lorp liveth, and as thy soul liveth, T will not
leave thee. And he arose, and followed her.
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It is gracious when Jesus sends his servants, the ministers of his gos-~
pel, to his people, and commissions them to geod. But, oh! how mfi-
* nitely surpassing the whole choir of angels in their ministering service,

is the coming of Jesus himself. Yes ! dearest Lord; like the Shunam-
mite I would say, never shall my soul give over her importunity, till thou
" comest in thine own dear Person.

31 Aund Gehazi passed on before them, and laid
the staff upon the face of the child; but there was
neither voice, nor hearing. Wherefore he went
again to meet him, and told him, saying, The
child is not awaked.

How important an instruction ministers of the gospel may gather
from hence! Though they preach in their mauster’s name, and act
wholly by his authority ; yet there will be no voice or cry for salvation
in the sinner’s soul; no, nor even the grace of spiritual apprehension in
the most earnestly delivered truth, until the Holy Ghost speak in the
word, and by the word, to the sinner’s conscience. See 1 Cor. iii. 7.
1 Thess. i. 5.

32 And when Elisha was come into the house,
behold, the child was dead, and laid upon his
bed. o
33 He went in therefore, and shut the door up- -
on them twain, and prayed unto the Lorbp.

34 And he went up, and lay upon the child, and
“put his mouth upon his mouth, and his eyes upon

his eyes, and his hands upon his hands: and he
stretched himself upon the child; and the flesh of
the child waxed warm. -

35 Then he returned, and walked in the house
to and fro; and went up, and stretched himself
upon him: and the child sneezed seven times, and
the child opened his eyes.

While I desire the Reader to remark with me the graciousness of God,
in thus teaching the early church by such miracles the blessed doetrines
of the resurrection; and more particularly, as all of them referred to the
Person of the Lord Jesus; I beg the Reader at the same time very par-
ticularly to keep in view the striking difference between the mivacles of
Jesus, and those of his servants, which acted in his name, and by his au-
thority. Elisha prayed unto the Lord : Jesus commanded the dead to
rise. 'The servant acted in the Lord’s name : Jesus in his own. What
prophet, what servant of Jehovah, ever said as Jesus did; Jam the re-
surrection and the life. And who but God himself could, in confirma-

tion of this blessed truth; have commanded the dead, like Lazarus, to
have come forth? Oh? glorious Lord Jesus; John xi. 25. 43, 44.
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36 And he called Gehazi, and said, Call this
Shunammite. So he called her. And when she
was come in unto him, he said, Take up thy son.

37 Then she went in, and fell at his feet, and
bowed herself to the ground, and took up her son,

and went out.

And will not the resurrection of the bodies of believers at the last day,
be accompliched in a similar way? Shall not the soul take up the
body? and then from being a glorified body, no longer partaking of
its former corruptions, but which the grave, in its office of a des-
troyer, hath for ever done away, it will become the joyful, happy, holy
partner with the soul in the union of both with Jesus, and altogether will
. partake in all the joys of salvation through an unceasing eternity. 1
Thess. iv. 13—18.

38 And Elisha came again to Gilgal: And there
was a dearth in the land; and the sons of the pro-
phets were sitting before him: and he said unto
his servant, Set on the great pot, and seethe pot-

tage for the sons of the prophets.

This setting before the prophet, implies receiving instruction: pro-
bably expounding the scripture. Ezek. viii. 1.

39 And one went out into the field to gather
herbs, and found a wild vine, and gathered thereof.
wild gourds his lap full, and came and shred zhem
into the pot of pottage: for they knew ¢hem not.

40 So they poured out for the men to eat.
And it came to pass, as they were eating of the
pottage, that they cried out, and said, O 7hou man
of God, there is death in the pot. And they could
not eat thereof. |

41 But he said, Then bring meal. And he cast
¢t into the pot; and he said, Pour out for the
people, that they may eat. And there was no
harm in the pot.

The poison in the food, spiritually explained, leads us to consider how
cautious men should be, and especially the sons of the prophets, in
consenting to any thing but what the apostle calls wkolesome words, even
the words of our Lord Jesus Christ. The pure faith of the gospel is
the food of our souls, and there is death in the pot indeed, when any
thing be mixed with this, contrary to Jesus, as the sole cause of salvation,
The wild gourds are like our wild works, all poisonous. But thou, O
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man of God, flee these things, and let Jesus be the firstand the last, and
the all in all of redemption? 1 Tim. vi. 3. 11.

42 And there came a man from Baalshalisha,
and brought the man of God bread of the firstfruits,
twenty loaves of barley, and full ears of corn in the
husk thereof. And he said, Give unto the people,
that they may cat. '

43 And his servitor said, What, should I set
this before an hundred men? Hesaid again, Give
the people, that they may eat: for thus saith the
Lorp, They shall eat, and shall leave fhereof.

44 So he set it before them, and they did eat,

“and left #hereof, according to the word of the

Lorb.

I-cannot help reémarking again, if peradventure I have mentioned if
-before, that ameng the precious things of the sacred scriptures of the
Old 'Testament, those are not the least, which represent the Holy Ghost

as shadowing forth, upon many occasions, the outlines of Jesus, Whe
we see the prophets, and priests, and servants of the Lord sketching, in
type and shadow, some of our Lord’s characters, though it be ever so
faintly; doth it not serve-to-teach you, Reader, (I bless the Lord it doth
me) the graciousness of the Holy Ghost? Did not the blessed Spirit
seem to intimate by this plan, that he always delighted to glorify the
Lord Jesus: and as such, as if to keep up in the minds of his people, the
coming of the Son of God, caused his servanfs to perform occasionally
such acts of beneficence and mercy, as the Lord Jesus himself should
hereafter more fully display, when the time came for his tabernacling
atnong us ?  Hence feeding; with a few loaves, an hundred mep, was a
beautiful representation of him, who not only would cause the loaves and
fishes to multjply under his Almighty hand, for. the supply of the bodies
of ‘the hungry; but would himself be  the everlasting sustenance of his
people, as thie living bread: of theirsouls, forever. Lord! I would say;

Ever more give us this bread! John vi. 5—14, 32—358.

REFLECTIONS.

How lovely is it to behold in this great woman of Shunem, (as she is
called) the blessed fruits of real piety. Reader! if we love Jesus, we
canpot but love his people.  This commandment have we from kim, that
ke who loveth God love kis brother also. - She did not say to the prophet;
be ye warmed and filled, notwithstanding the things are not given which
are needful to the'body. But, like another Lydia, her language was ;
I ye have judged me to be faithful to the Lord, come into my house, and
abide there. And shall I not constrain thee, thou blessed Jesus, as oft
as, thou passeth by, to turn in unto me, that we may eat bread together?
And be thou not as ‘a way-faring man, that tarrieth but for a night; but
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I would constrain thee to continue to the breaking of the day: and do
thou, dearest, honored Lord, do thou make thyself known to me in
breaking of bread and of prayer. And though 1 have nothing to pro-
vide thee; nothing, like this Shunammite, 1o give thee, (as the bed, and
the table, and the stool, and the candlestick;) yet, when thou comest,
thou wilt bring all things with thee; and thou thyself wilt be all things
to me; light to my darkness, a rest for my wearied soul to repose upon,
and wisdom, righteousness, sanctification, and redemption, that all my
glorying may be in thee, O Lord!

My soul! do thou learn from this great woman, another sweet les~
son. While men of the world, from the world are seeking their portion,
and would rejoice at the offer of being spoken of to the king of an
earthly court; oh! for grace, like her, to see the happiness of awelling
among that people, whose distinguishing character it is, that they shall
dwell alone, aud not be reckoned among the nations. Yes! blessed
Jesus! I would be spoken for to thee indeed, and count it my chief joy
to be of thy people.

And lastly, before I take my leave of this precious chapter, let me look
up to thee, thou blessed Author and Finisher of faith, that thou wouldest
give me a portion of the same precious spirit, which this Shunammite
possessed in so large a degree. Is'it possible, dearest Jesus, that I can
this.read of a woman, who lived in ages so remote from thy coming,
acting faith upon covenant promises, to such an extent as really to re-
ceive her dead child, by virtue of it, raised to life again; and yet I,
who live so many ages after thou hast wrought out and completed thy
salvation, possessing all thine exceeding great and precious promises,
doubt and fear, and too often call in question, the certainty of them?
Oh! for grace to believe the record God the Father hath given of
his dear Son. Lord! I would pray, above all things, give me faith,
that T may be a patient follower of them who now through faith and
patience inkerit ‘the promises. Lord! make me faithful unto death,
that I may obtain that crown of glory which fadeth not away.

CHAP. V.

CONTENTS,

The interesting ministry of Elisha is continued throughout this
chapter. The prophet healeth Naaman, the Syrian, of his leprosy.
He refuseth the gifts and rewards of the Syrian. Gehazi, his servant,
taking them, is in judgment smitten with the leprosy.

NOW Naaman, captain of the host of the king
of Syria, was a great man with his master,
and honourable, because by him the Lorp had
given deliverance unto Syria: he wasalso a mighty

man in valour; but he was a leper.

How beautiful is the account given by the sacred historian of this
Naaman, by way of raising our notions of him. He was a great man,
and an honourable man, and though an heathen, and an idolator, yet

Vor. II1. Be ;



182 ~ 2-KINGS. - ~ [em.v.

the Lord had given him success in arms; but in the midst of all these’
things, the dreadful, loathsome disease of the leprosy, made him a mat-
ter of terror to every one that came near him, lest they should be in-
fected by him. As a commentator once said, in reading this ac-
count of Naaman, ¢ there was not a slave in Syria which would have
exchanged his skin with him.” Reader! such is sin! Wherever it is,
and in whomsoever it reigns, it throws down all other endowments!

2 And the Syrians had” gone out by companies,
and bad brought away captive out of the land of
Israel a little maid ; and she waited on Naaman’s

wife.

Was there not an overruling providence in the captivity of this Israel-
itish damsel? Reader! look at the subject as it really is. The Lord
had a mercy in store for Naaman., He causes, therefore, this daughter
of his people to be taken into captivity, She tells of Israel’s prophet,.
and the wonders he had wrought. And at length, for the better accom-
- plishment of God’s purpose, she is taken into Naaman’s family. How
often doth the Lord do this in spreading the savor of his grace, and
making his salvation known. The early knowledge this little maid had
of Elisha and his miracles, may serve to give parents a profitable lesson
by the way, how very speedily they ought to bring them acquainted
with Jesus and his great salvation. Parents know not how seon their
children may be sent out into life, or they themselves taken from them.
Oh! that fathers and miothers, whose bowels yearn over their little ones,
would seriously lay this to heart,. and very early bring them up in the
nurture and admonition of the Lord! Ephes. vi. 4. ,

3 And she said unto her mistress, Would God
my lord were with the prophet that z.in Samaria !
for he would recover him of his leprosy. :

4 And ore went in, and told his lord, saying,

- Thus and thus said the maid that és of the land of
Israel.

I cannot but request the Beader's attention with me, to the story of
this case of Naaman altogether, becanse I conceive that it is intended, in
a spiritual sense, to set forth both the grace, and the freeness of that
grace, as a type of Jesus’s cleansing poor leptous sinners. ~ And I think
it the more remarkable, because we only meet with the instance of
this Gentile in the Old Testament to this point; and the instance of
another Gentile in the New, the woman of Canaan; though her child’s

disease was not of the leprosy, yet Jesus can be alone the healer of both.
Matt. xv. 22, &c. .

5 And the king of Syria said, Go to, go, and I
will send a letter unto the king of Israel.. And
he departed, and took with him ten talents of sil-

ver, and six thousand pieces of gold, and ten
changes of raiment.
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6 And he. brouoht the letter to the king of Is-
rael, saying, Now when this letter is _come unto
i:hec, ‘behold, I have therewith *sent Naaman my
servant to thee, that thou rhayest recover him of
his leprosy

7 Andi ’c came to pass; when the king of Israel
had read the letter, that he rent his clothe% and
said, Am'T God, to Kill and to make alive, that
thi§' man ‘doth send unto me’to recover a man of
liis leprosy ¥ wherefore ‘consider, 1 pray you, and
se¢ how he seeketh a quarrel against me.

'8 Aud it Was so, when thha the man of God
had ‘heard that ‘the: king of Israel had rent his
clothes, thit he sent to the king, saying, Where-
fore hast, thou rent thy clothes, let him come now
to me; and he shall know that there is a prophet
in Tsrael.” '

: Reader' observgthc dxﬂ'erent cqnduct induced by nature and grace in
the mu}dg of men. Wl’wui he king of Israel received this letter, nature,
untamo it Qf q§d made an alarm;ng mterpretanon When Hezekiah re-

cewad a letter rom 2n 1d01atrous prince, grace prompted him to spread
it Defore the Lord. fsaiah xxxvii. 14.

9.50 Na,ynau came, with his horsesand with his
charlot, and stood at the dom of the house of
Elisha.

Reader! do not fail to observe how Naaman came. His glfts were
in his hand, and he himself, no doubt, gorgeously dressed, to cover his
leprous bady. And could he hope that an enemy to Israel, the God of
Israel wopld regard hin? Behold in this man, an emblem of the
coming of every unawakened sinner! - He comes to purchase his salva-
tion. Heé eomes in his best robes, ‘his best chariot, his gifts to hide his
sinful soul.  Alas! all these must be put off, and the sinner come down
from all high flights of fancied goodness, before a cure can be obtained
for the leprosy of the soul.

- 10 And,Jiisha sent a messenger unto him, say-
1n0', Go and wash in Jordan seven times, and thy
flesh shall come again to thee, and thou shalt be

clean.

And says not ‘the prophet, in this instance, like the gospel? Belzeve
on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved, is the sweet lan-
guage it proclaims. Go, wash in the blood of the Lamb, not seven times
indeed, for he that is ence washed, needs no more sacrlﬁce for sin,

Be 2
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Heb. x. 18.. ‘And,,as Jesus:himself gracionsly said; fieedeth. not save to
wash his feet, but is clean every whit, . John xiii. 10. .

11 But Naaman was wroth, and went away, and
said, Behold, I thought,, He will surely come out
to me, and stand, and call on the name of the Lorp-
his God, and strike his.hand over the place, and re-
cover the leper. T N

12 Are not Abana apd Pharpar, rivers of Da-
mascus, better than all the waters, of Isxael? may
1 not wash in them, and be clean.® So he turned
and went away in a rage. ., .

: o G LR L SR
Reader! ohserve in, the conduct of Naaman, what a deadly foe. the
pride of man is to the reception and ehj‘oymeixt‘ of dur chiefest felicities,
And observe further, though this Syrian had .cause'enough, in such a
filthy, loathsome disease, to have madg him;megk of heart, yet it had not
subdued “his pride. "Alas! how many are there under the most hum-
bling-situations, that: are never truly hurhbled' in soul, 1 not-the con-
duct:of Naaman, in preferring the great rivers of Damascus to .the sa:
cred streams of Jordan, not dissimilar to those who are unconseious of
the difference between the outward means of grace, and the ‘inward
power. And wherein' doth Naamén differ from modern unbelievers,
who, ignorant of God’s tighteousiless, g0’ about to establish their own
righteousness, and take up with- thei owh'Washings in*lic Abenas and
Pharpars’' of unrenewed nature, yathér thanthe precioni‘ blood of Je-
sus? . i . [ A N
13 ‘And his sérvants eame near, and §pake unto
him, and sidid, My father, i the prophet had'bid
thee do some great thing, wouldest thou not have
done 22 how much rather then, when he saith to
thee, Wash, and be clean? EhO :
14 Then went he down, and dipped himself
seven times in Jordan, according to the saying. of
the man of God: and ‘his flesh camie again like
unto the'flesh of a little child, and he was clean. =
Fagher has the same sense and meaning here, as master. Every master
of a family may be said to-be the fitlier of it, in this point 6f view. But
what I principally desire of the Reader in this vérse is, to, trace the hand
of the Lord in'the work. "It was the Lord that caused this little maid
of Israel to be ‘carried captive intp Syria: and perhaps among other
causes, very principally with a view to'lay a foundation for the cure of
thisileper. Our Lord himself expressly tells us, that while many lepers
were in Israel af this very time when Naaman was healed, Elisha had com-
mission to cleanse none but hizn. Luke iv.27. It was therefore the Lord
which caused this little maid to be taken captive. It was from the same
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overruling providence of the Lord, that she was brought into Naaman’s
house. 1t was the Lord which brought to this young Israelite’s mind,
while in Damascus, the recollection of Elisha the prophet, in Israel.
And it was the Lord which prompted her to recommend Israel’s proe
phet to Naaman’s wife. And was it not the same Almighty Lord which
operated upon Naaman’s other servants to cool down their master’s rage,
and induce him to listen to reason. And above all, who but the Lord
of Hosts, who is wonderful in counsel antl excellent in working, could
have influenced this haughty Syrian to go down into Jordan, after all the
hatred and rage he 'had manifested against it. Pause, Reader! in the
review of the many means adopted to the accomplishment of this one
purpose, and learn with nie to admire and adore the providences of God,
thus wonderfully carrying on the sacred purposes of his will. And do
not stop here. From the world of nature press on and contemplate the
same Almightyhand unremittingly engaged in the world of grace. Who
was it, my soul, that first gave me to see, amidst all my fancied great-
ness and importance, that I was' but a poor leper! Who was it first
told thee of Jesus Chirist? " Who inclined me to seek from this Almighty
Prophet in Israel, the cure of my leprosy? And when, like another
Naaman, I came to 'him in all my best things, hoping to purchase his
favor by presenting him his own gifts ; and the mortifying message from
his holy word was sent me, to wash in his blood and be clean, my proud
self-righteous heart was lifted up to reject, in rage,” such a doctrine;
who. was it that rooted out that. pride, that softened: that rage, and made -
me willing to.be saved in God’s own way, and by the Lord’s own power 2
Oh! precious, precious Jesus ? never, never let me lose sight of thy Per-
son, grace and mercy, but delight to give thee, what is so justly thy due,
all the glory! . ;. co o
15 & And. he returned to the man of God, he
and all his company, and came, and stood- before
him: and-he said, Behold, now I know that zhere
#s no (wod'in all the earth, but'in Israel ; now there-
fore, I pray thee, take a blessing of thy servant. =
16 ‘But..he said, ' 4s. the: Lorp. liveth,  before
whom-I'stand, I will receive none. And he urged
him'.to: take ¢¢; but. he refused. R
- 17 :And.Naaman'said, Shall there not then, I
pray thee, be given to thy servant two mules bur-
den of garth? for thy servant will henceforth offer
neither burnt offering nor sacrifice unto other gods,
but unto the.Lorp. - :
:18 :In: this thing the Lorp pardon thy servant,
that when my master goeth into the house of Rim-
mon to worship there, and he.leaneth on my

hand, and I bow myself in the house of Rimmon:
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when 1 bow down myself in the house of Rimmon,
the Lorp pardon thy servant in this thing.
19 And he said unto him, Go in peace. So he

departed from him a little way.

. Obserse what a vast work the Lord had wrought upon the heart of
this Syrian! The leprosy.of -his skip was not only washed away, but
the leprosy and unbelief of his soul, He is at once convinced that the
God of Israel must be the true God, and that there can be no other.

Observe, moreover, how his heart was affected in wishing now for Eli=
sha to take this blessing, as he cglled it, not any loager as the price. o,

his cure, but as the token of his lov _ And observe how precious the
very earth of Israel was to his view, ' who before this had despised her
sacred river. Such, Reader! wﬂl ever be the blessed effectsof a change
of heart, and the xeal conversion, of the soul ,to God. Poor man! he
feared indeed, that he should be obhtzed to dtssemble his religion when
the king, h,xs master, on his retnrn to Syria, made him attend him to hjs,
1dol worshqm And here be stnkmn’y represents the case of many a
yaung convert in the first opening of his renewed-life. ‘Timid, and ap-
prehensive lest carnal friends should mock ‘or 1!1 treat them, many there
are, like this Syrian, or like Nxcodemus, who m thm ﬁrst awakenm«rsi
visit Jesus.by night. John iii. 1, 2.,

20 € :But Gehazi, the serv'mt of- Ehsha thie
man of God, said, Behold ihy master hath: spared
Naaman, this Syrian, in notveceiving at’his hands
that which he brought: but asthe Lorp liveth; E
will rawafter him, and takesomewhab ot him. !

21 So Gehazi folldwed after Nadman. ' And
when " Naaman sawnhzm running ‘after thim,: the
lighted down fmm tlyef chanot to meet him; Qm&
sald Is: allwell? sed s ol e b

292 And he: sald At Well My vnaster hath
sent #ie} kaying, ‘Beliold, even: now therée:be come
to me from mount Ephi‘mm two. youngmen oftthd
song of the prophéts: give them, I pray thee, a
talent ‘of silver, and two changes of garments. .
28 And Naaman sdid, Be content, take two ta~

lents. : And he urged him, and bound two talents
of silverin two bavs with two changés‘of garmerits,
and laid them ‘upon two of lus ser vaxlts 3 and tl‘iey
bare them before him.' :' " -

94 And w hen he canie to the tower, he took ﬂtem
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‘from their hand, and bestowed them in the house:

and he let the men go, and they departed.

I cannot pass -over the review of these verses, without desiring the
Reader to stop and remark with me, one or two circumstances which
deserve our observation,. What an awful character was this Gehazi!
Though he had been so long with his master, had seen his miracles,
heard his discourses, and was fully convinced that Elisha’s God could
and would supply all their need ; yet he covets the pitiful things of silver
and gold Naaman had brought with him! And, Reader! do ot fail to
observe, for it is"a point of the greatest importance; that being in the
prophet’s service, seeing his miracles, and liearing his sermons, conveyed
no grace to the heart of Gehazi. Naaman’s servants, though idolators,
were faithful. Elisha’s, though worshipping the true God, was base and
unworthy, Oh! what lessons do such things teach us! And note, in
this lying conduct of Gehazi, how daringly he called upon the Lord’s
name in the deed : As the Lord liveth, was his expression. If [ mis~
take not, the Holy Ghost hath marked the self-existence, sovereignty,
and supremacy of the Lord Jehovah, under this phrase in scripture, in
many parts where we meet with it. But then it is always spoken either
by the Lord himself, or in the most reverential manner by his servants, in
reference to him. ‘And it implies that, strictly and properly speaking,
none but God himself can be said to live. All other existence is de-
rived from him. If this be the real state of the case, I pray the Reader
to remark with me, what an awful profanation that must be of this distin-
guishing perfection of Jehovah, when light minds, and which is very
common in the world, in their trifling conversation, by way of con-
firming what they say, assume this language, and cry out; as I live ;
Isaiah xlix, 18. Jerem. xxii, 24. Ezek. xiv. 16. 1 Kings xviii. 15,
&e.

25 But he went in, and stood before his master.
And Elisha said unto him, Whence comest thou,
Gehazi? And he said, Thy servant went no whi-
ther.

26 And he said unto him, Went not mine heart
with thee, when the man turned again from his
chariot to meet thee? Is # a time to receive
money, and to receive garments, and oliveyards,
and vineyards, and she¢p, and oxen, and menser-
vants, and maidservants?

27 The leprosy therefore of Naaman shall
cleave unto thee, and unto thy seed for ever.
And he went out from his presence a leper as white
as snow.

It should seem from what Elisha said to Gehazi, concerning oliveyards,

and vineyards, and the like, that the prophet not, only knew by divine
teaching the sin of Gehazi, but the design he had in seeking Naaman's
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wealth, He was probably planiing a scheme to dispose of the money,
in the purchase of those things for binself and fanily., Observe, if so,
what an awful purchase he had wade, instead of the one he intended.
He and his seed shall be marked with a loathsome disease and with in-
famy for ever. Oh! ye unhappy, deluded, and wretchedly mistaken
parents! do ye not, when determining to be rich, pierce yourselves
through with many sorrows. Oh! Sirs! what of real happiness do you
entail upon your offspring, though you entail upon them the largest
estates! And if for the purchase of this world’s treasure for your chil-
dren, you sacrifice your own everlasting good; think in a dying hour,
with what reflections in yourself, or what real thankfulness and affection
from them, your mind will be comforted. Oh! for that solemn sen-
tence of our adorable Lord, to be written on the walls of every worldly
man’s house, and sounded in his ears every day; What is a man profited,
if he gain the whole world, and lose his own soul? or what skall a man
&ive in exchange for his soul? Matt, xvi. 26.

REFLECTIONS.

ReaDER! though I have already detained you, as we have passed
. through this chapter, with several smitable reflections, as they appeared to
my view, and arose in my mind, yet I would call upon you. before we
close the book, to gather up a few more of a spiritual nature, which I
pray the Lord to make profitable. L

If we have been reading the history of Naaman’s leprosy, as a matter
remote from ourselves, and simply no other than a transaction which
occurred in the annals of Israel, mauy years since; we have lost all the
gracious designs which the Holy Ghost had in view, in causing such
a memorable event to be recorded. Reader! youand I, and every child
of Adam, bring with us into the world the leprosy of sin. Bekold!
(says David) I was shapen in iniquity, and in sin did my mother con-
ceive me.. Are you, Reader, sensible of this? Do you knowit? Do .
you believe it? Oh! then, I say as the captive maid in Syria; Would
to God you were with the Prophet that is in Samaria, even the Lord
God of the prophets, the Lord Jesus Christ, for he would recover you
of your leprosy ! ‘

Aund, Reader! do not come, as the Syrian did, with charicts and
horses; do not seek with gifts and rewards to purchase redemption,
Our Jesus is too rich to need our gold; too gracious to accept any
thing from his creatures. He hath a fulness, a suitableness, an all-suf-
ficiency in himself; and his precious blood cleanseth from all sins.
Dearest Jesus! behold I come to thee. No Naaman, no leper at the
foot of the mountain; no /Ethiopian can need cleansing more than I':
the cry of my soul is, Lord! if thou wilt, thou canst make me clean!
Oh! then put forth thy gracious hand; put forth thy sovereign grace in
my soul, and pronounce the healing word, I will; be thou clean; and
immediately my soul shall be healed. And healed by thee, like
Naaman, my soul will be fully convinced that there is o God in all the
earth, no other name under heaven given among men, whereby sinners
may be saved! Oh! for grace to know with Paul, now that we are
washed, that we are sanctified, that we are justified in the name of the
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Lord Jesus, and by the Spirit ¢f our God. And shortly we shall
then come to sing that song with all the congregation in heaven, who
were once leprous as ourselves, but have been cleansed in the same
laver of redemption ; thou wast slain, and hast redeemed us to God by

thy blood.

CHAP. VL

CONTENTS.

The account of the ministry of Elisha is continued yet further
through this chapter alsor-as in the former. He causeth iron to swim.
He discloseth the king of Syria’s counsel. He smiteth his army with
blindness.

Q ND the sous of the prophets said unto Eli-
sha, Behold now, the place where we dwell

with thee is too strait for us.

It is more than probable that the place spoken of here, was at Gil-
gal, for there we find Elisha presiding over the sons of the prophets
some time before. See chap. iv. 38. But surely the Reader, (if he be
acquainted with the Bible) cannot but be put in mind, from the
straitening of the sons of the prophets, of that spiritual straitening, it
was predicted the sons of the Prince of the prophets, even the Lord Je-
sus, in after ages should feel, when from flocking to Christ the multi-
tudes should be so great, that there should not be room enough to re-
ceive them. Isaiab xlix. 20, 21. Mal. iii. 10. Lukev, 1. Mark
ii. 20.

- 2 Let us go, we pray thee, unto Jordan, and
take thence every man a beam, and let us make us
a place there, where we may dwell. And he an-

swered, Go ye.

3 And one said, Be content, I pray thee, and
go with-thy servants. And he answered, I will
00.

It will not be doing violence to this passage to look through the ser-
vant to his Lord in it. In all my goings forth shall I not say to thee,
thou blessed Jesus, go I pray thee with thy servant? Yes! dearest
Lord, like Moses would I always seek thy presence. For heaven itself
would be darkness without the light of the Lamb. Rev. xxi. 23.
Exod. xxxiii. 15,

4 So he went with them. And when they came
to Jordan, they cut down wood.

5 But as one was felling a beam, the ax head
fell into the water: and he cried, and said, Alas,
master! for it was borrowed. ‘

Vou. IIL Cec
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6 And the man of God said, Where fell it?
And he shewed him the place. And he cut down
a stick, and cast i in thither; and the iron did
SWim.

7 Therefore said he, Take # up to thee. And

he put out his hand, and took it. :

Observe how very poor the sons of the prophets were. In all ages
it hath been so. Hence James calls upon the church to attend to this,
as a mark of God’s choice; poor of this world, but rich in faith, and
heirs of the kingdom. Jamesii. 5. Jt is reﬁeshmg to behold the
Lord’s presence with his sent servants, in working miracles for the con-
firmation of their faith.

8 ¢ Then the king of Syria warred against Is-
rael, and took counsel thh his servants, saying, In
such and such a place shall be my camp.

9 And the man of God sent unto the king of
Israel, saying, Beware that thou pass not such a
place; for thither the Syrians are come down.

10 And the king of Israel sent to the place
which the man of God told him and warned him

of, and saved himself there, not once nor twice.

Reader! while you pay @ just tribute of praise to the Lord of Elisha,
for making him thus instrumental in the deliverance of Israel; shall not
our minds be led to reflect how graciously cur Jesus, by the sweet, but
secret influences of his Spirit, saves us again and again from the strata-
gems of our great spiritual foe. Oh! who shall say how often, and to,
what extent this interposing grace and wisdom of our Jesus, is made the -
cause of numberless redemptxons in times of danger, - while we are un-
conscious of it! What a beaufiful instance we have of this supermten-
dence of the Lord, in the case of Hagar, Sarah’s handmaid’; and what
a lovely' evidence she.gives of her faith in beholding it. She called the
name of the Lord that spake unto her; Thou God seest me. Gen. xvi.
13. Reader! keep this in view. Never forget that Jesus is stiil the
same; always looking on, always ready to deliver. What a thought is
that to refresh my soul!  Jesus, my God, seeth me: he is always with
me. He knows the path I take. He secth the approach of every foe.
* Oh! for strength in the Lord, and in the power of his might!

11 Therefore the heart of the king of Syria was
sore troubled for this thing ; and he called his ser-
vants, and said unto them, Will ye not shew me
which of us é for the king of Tsrael?

12 And one of his servants said, None, my lord,
O king: but Elisha, the prophet that i in Israel,
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telleth the king of Israel the words that thou
speakest in thy bed-chamber. '

13 9 And he said, Goand spy where he s that
I may send and fetch him. And it was told him,
saying, Behold, Ae i in Dothan.

14 Therefore sent he thither horses, and cha-
riots, and a great host: and they came by night,

and compassed the city about. 4
The mad and childish attempt of the king of Syria to take the pro-
phet, serves to set forth the bitterness of the carnal mind against God
and his servants in all ages, for it is always the same, only manifesting
itself under different forms and ways. If the king of Syria really be-
-lieved that Elisha could divulge the thoughts of the king of Syria, so as
to deliver Israel; surely he ought to have known that he must be equally
competent to know, and to counteract his base design planned against
himself.

15 And when the servant of the man of God
was risen early, and gone forth, behold, an host
compassed the city both with horses and chariots.
And his servant said unto him, Alas, my master!
how shall we do? ' .

16 And he answered, Fear not: for the
that be with us are more than they that e wit
them. B

17 And Elisha prayed, and said, Lorp, I pray
thee, open his eyes, that he may see. And the
Lorp opened the eyes of the young man; and he
saw ; and, behold, the mountain was full of horses
and chariots of fire round about Elisha.

* 18 And when they came down to him, Elisha
prayed unto the Lorp, and said, Smite this peo-
ple, I pray thee, with blindness. And he smote
them with blindness according to the word of
Elisha. ,

19 And Elisha said unto them, This s not the
way, neither s this the city: follow me, and I will
bring you to the man whom ye seek. But heled
them to Samaria. :

. 20 And it came to pass, when they were come

into Samaria, that Elisha said, Lorp, open the
Cc 2



192 2 KINGS. " [en. vr.

——

eyes of these men, that they may see. Aud the
Lorp opened their eyes, and they saw; and, be-

hold, they were in the midst of Samaria.

The dreadful alarm of Elisha’s servant, and the perfect composure of
Elisha himself, hold forth a precious lesson. In minds of little or no
faith, the smallest events, which appears unpromising, excite fear.
Alas! what shall we do? But firm, steady, fixed faith in Jesus, passes
over all that we can do, to rest upon what the Lord can do. When we
behold Jesus for us, and Jesus with us; he alone inakes our mountain full
of horses of fire, and chariots of fire, and we are enabled in his strength
to bid defiance to every foe. Doth not this confirm that precious doc-
trine of the ministry of angels: Heb.i. 14. Butoh! how much greater
and sweeter the doctrine of the everlasting presence of Jesus. Matt. xxviii.
20. But, Reader! while attending to this very delightful instruction,
arising out of this passage, do not neglect to attend to another. Observe,
how at the instance of the prophet’s prayer, the eyes of his servant were
opened ; and the eyes of the Syrians blinded. What is this but a con-
firmation of what every day, and in every faithful ministry of the word,
occurs. Some have their eyes opened to see the wonderous things
of God’s law. Others remain in total blindness and ignorance, under
the most powerful preaching. And is not this a solemn confirmation
of the words of our Lord Jesus, when he said; For judgment I am
come into this world; that they which see not might see, and that they
which see might bé made blim;{ Johnix. 39.

21 And the king of Israel said unto Elisha,
when he saw them, My father, shall I smite them?
shall I smite them? :

22 And he answered, Thou shalt not smite
them : wouldest thou smite those whom thou hast
taken captive with thy sword and with thy bow?
set bread and water before them, that they may
eat and drink, and go to their master.

23 And he prepared great provision for them :
and when they had eaten and drunk, hesent them
away, and they went to their master. So the
bands of Syria came no more into_the land of
Israel. '

How sweet a gospel lesson is folded up under these verses! When
Jesus brings his enemies under his power; and when their eyes are
opened to see how the Lord hath surrounded them, their knees bow be-
fore him, and the weapons of sin fall out of their hands: oh! how gra-
ciously doth he feed them, and what great and gracious provisions doth
he set befcre them. Yes! dcarest Lord Jesus, I will bear testimony te

thy clemency, for when thou hadst brought me home to thyself, and made
ine thy captive in the day of thy power; then it was, O Lord, that 1 dis-
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covered the truth of that blessed scripture : This man receiveth sinners
and eateth with them. Luke xv, 2.

24 And it came to pass after this, that Ben-
hadad king of Syria gathered all his host, and went
up, and besieged Samaria. .

25 And there was a great famine in Samaria :
and, behold, they besieged it, until an ass’s head
was sold for fourscore pieces of silver, and the fourth
part of a cab of dove’s dung for five pieces of
silver. \

It should seem that this must have been a long time after what is re-
lated in the foregoing verse ; probably several years, because that a fa-
mine had taken place to lead to it, of which we have no immediate ac-
count. And to what an extent must have been this famine, when the

head of an ass, which was among the unclean, was sold so high. Dove’s
dung, it should seem, was the name of some herb, or root, or pulse.

26 And as theking of Israel was passing by up-
on the wall, there cried a woman unto him, saying,
Help, my lord, O king. |

27 And he said, If the Lorp do not help thee,
whence shall I help thee? out of the barnfloor, or
out of the winepress ?

28 Aud the king said unto her, What aileth
thee? and she answered, This woman said unto
me, Give thy son, that we may eat him to day,
and we will eat my son to morrow. ,

29 So we boiled my son, and did eat him: and
I said unto her on the next day, Give thy son,
that we may eat him: and she hath hid her son.

30 And it came to pass, when the king heard

‘the words of the woman, that he rent his clothes ;

and he passed by upon the wall, and the people

_ looked, and, behold, ke had sackcloth within upon
his flesh. :

To what a dreadful state was Israel now reduced; but yet not a word
of reform. We do not hear of a single soul sending up a cry to heaven.
Alas! howsin hardens the mind! And te what a dreadful degree is our
nature fallen, when, passing by all natural feelings, such shocking deeds,
as are here recorded concernirg these women, take place !

31 Then he said, God do so and more also to
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me, if'the head of Elisha the son of Shaphat shall
stand on him this day. " , '

32 But Elisha sat in his house, and the eiders
sat with himh; and #ke king sent a man from before
him: but ere the messengers came to him, he said
to the elders, Seeye how this son of a murderer
hath sent to takeaway mine head ? look, when the
messenger cometh, shut the door, and hold him
fast at the door: #s not the socund of his master’s
feet behind him? ‘ '

33 And while he yet talked with them, behold,
the messenger came down unto him: and.he said,
Behold, this evil s of the Lorp; what should I
- wait for the Lorp any longer? ab

Let the Reader mark the blessed properties of distinguishing grace.
Oh! how hardened was the king of Israel’s heart, to have so soon for-
gotten the ministry of Elisha, in bringing the Syrians by blindness into
his power. And yet further: He confesses that he sees God’s hand
in it, and yet dares to rebel. Reader! pray do not overlook and forget,
that by the fall all men are the same. If preventing, and restraining

grace hath happily kept you from such presumptuous sins, learx to be-.
hold the cause, and give God the glory. f -
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_ REFLECTIONS. i

IN the perusal of this chapter, methinks I'would behold the prophet
Elisha with the greater attention in the several interesting’ services here
recorded of him, by way of having my soul directed, with moére
awakened earnestness, to contemplate the grace of his heavenly Master.
Surely it is refreshing and comfortable, and highly eneouraging to the
souls of the faithful, when we see the gracious condescension of the Lord
in the employment of such men. What a seriesof servants the Lord
hath called forth in his ehurch! And to what a noble. employment
have they been called! And when we <call to mind the cause of their
ministry; and more especially their Employer; Low is the mind over-
powered in the contemplation of that love of Christ which passeth know-
ledge. He gave someapostles, and some prophets, and some evangelists,
and some pastors and teachers ; for the perfecting of the saints; for the
work of the ministry ; forthe edifying of the body of Christ; till we all
come in the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God,
. ‘(]jnlto' a perfeet man, unto the measure of the stature of the fulness of

rist. . e

But is it possible, my soul, to look at these, even all of them, though
of the highest order, and pause a moment in the review, without having
all the finer affections exercised, and called forth in the contemplation
of thee, thou blessed Jesus, thou Prince of prophets, thou Lord of all thy
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faithful apostles, and of the innumerable host with which thou arten- .
circled on mount Zion, where, as a Lamb that hath been slain, thou still
appearest to manifest the everlasting nature of thy priesthood, and the
eternal efficacy of thy redemption! Oh! pracious Lord God! how do
all prophets, priests, and kings sink to nothing before thee! Be thou my
unceasiug meditation! Teach me, Lord, to behold thee so as to have
all my soul’s affections drawn out after thee, and unto thee, Oh! for
grace to behold the Lord always before me, and to set him on my right
hand. May my eyes, by the lively exercise of faith, gaze upon him with
unceasing, and mcreasing delight, until he shall come to take me home, to
behold his glory in one full blaze of everlasting day ; and never, never
more shall I then take off my ravished eyes from beholding his beauty.
Meke haste, my Beloved ; and be thou like to a roe, or to a young hart
upon the mountains of spices.

CHAP. VII

CONTENTS.

The ministry of Elisha is continued through this chapter. The pro-
phet, in the midst of dearth, foretelleth an immediate, and incredible
plenty.  An unbelieving lord treating the peophel’s prediction with
contempt, Elisha foretels his death, which accordingly takes place.

HEN Elisha said, Hear ye the word of the
Lorp; Thus saith the Lorp, To morrow
about this time sha/l a measure of fine flour de
sold for a shekel, and two measures of barley for a

shekel, in the gate of Samaria. \

I think it is:more than propable, that as Elisha had been at prayer for
this mercy, he now acted faith upon God’s promise of kind answers to
prayer, and in the strength of it thus predicted. But observe how he
speaks of this great and unexpected mercy in the Lord’s name. Reader!
it is véry preclods when, from the lively actings of faith in God’s promises
in Christ, we can take confidence in a faithful covenant God during dark
seasons. Itwas this that rendered the patriarch’s faith so memorable.
Rom. iv. 18—22,

2 Then a lord on whose hand the king leaned,
answered the man of God, and said, Behold, #/ the
Lorp would make windows in heaven, might this
thing be? And he said, Behold, thou shalt see i
with thine eyes, but shalt not eat thereof.

What a solemn lesson is read to us in the short, but awful history of the
unbelieving lord! Reader! depend upon it, that the grossest of all sins
is this want of faith in God’s Christ. And John telis us the reason of it;
he maketh God (says the apostle) a liar, because he believeth not ihe re-

cord that God gave of his Son. 1 John 5,10, 11. And what an awful
thought, that after such rich and astonishing mercy and grace, with which
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the Lord Jehovah hath introduced his dear and only begotten Son, as
the salvation of poor sinners, that any sinner should be so daringly
wicked and ungrateful, as to disbelieve God, and: slight his mercy.
tl‘hmk,'Rea_der! and let the thought be rivetted on your whole soul ; how
impossible it will be to escape if you neglect so great salvation. ' Heb.
n 3.

3 And there were four leprous men at the en-
tering in of the gate: and they said one to another,
Why sit we here until we die?

4 If we say, we will enter into the city, then
the famine 2 in the city, and we shall die there:
and if we sit still here, we die also. Now there-
fore come, and let us fall unto the host of the
Syrians: if they save us alive, we shall live; and
if they kill us, we shall but die.
~ Passing by the particulars of this event as an history, I pray the
Reader to ‘look beyond the mere letter of the subject, to discover the
very sweet, spiritual instruction it contains, In this light perhaps, the
Reader will perceive in these men, the state of poor leprous sinners strik-
ingly pointed out. Sin, like the leprosy, shuts out the soul beyond the
gate. Lvery way aud all around, nothing in ourselves can bring help.
Spiritual death by famine, or the sword, must terminate the sinner’s
course, if he sits down contented in that state. Whereas, if grace en-
tering the heart prompt liim to go to Jesus with even the slenderest degree
of faith, saying like these men, If Jesus kills, I can but die; then the
poor creature finds a graciousness in the Lord, not only infinitely sur-
passing all deserts, but all expectations. DearLord! who shall describe
the extensiveness of thy grace in receiving poor sinners, and eating with
them! Luke xv. 2.

5 And they rose up in the twilight, to go un-
to the camp of the Syrians: and when. they were
come to the uttermost part of the camp of Syria,
behold, there was no man there.

6 For the Lorp had made the host of the Sy-
rians to hear a noise of chariots, and a noise of
horses, even the noise of a great host: and they
said one to another, Lo, the king of Israel hath
hired against us the kings of the Hittites, and the

.kings of the Egyptians, to come upon us.

7 Wherefore they arose and fled in the twilight,
and left their tents, and their horses, and the}r
asses, even the camp as it was, and fled for their

| ifg.
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8 And when these lepers came to the uttermost
part of the camp, they went into one tent, and
did eat and drink, and carried thence silver, and
gold, and raiment, and went and hid #; and came
again, and entered into another tent, and carried

thence also, and went and hid 2.

How unexpected sometimesis the deliverance of the sinner! How
surprized is the soul in the discovery of Jesus and his fulness! And do
observe, Reader! how the Lord was pleased to act for the delivery of
his people, What terrors and alarms did the Syrians feel, so as to be
afraid where no fear was. The Lord had said that he would send the
hornet among their enemies, and induce fear and alarm. And here we
see it fulfilled. Deat. vii. 0.

9 Then they said one to another, We do not
~well: thisday s a day of good tidings, and we hold
our peace: if we tarry till the morning light, some
mischief will come upon us: now therefore
come, that we may go and tell the king’s hous-
hold.

10 So they came and called unto the porter of
the city: and they told them, saying, We came
to the camp of the Syrians, and, behold, there was
no man there, neither voice of man, but horses
tied, and asses tied, and the tents as they were.

11 And he called the porters; and they told é
to the king’s house within.

When the sinner i$ brought by the Holy Ghost, into the knowledge
and enjoyment of the Lord Jesus, his mind is so engaged, that the
treasures he finds he hides from all mens view. Bnt when he calls to,
mind the perishing state of other sinners, he can no longer eat his mor-
sel alone. His langnage is then altered, and he cries out under the in-
fluence of it; Ok! come hither and hearken all ye that fear God, and
T will tell you what he hath done for my soul. Psm. Ixvi. 16.

12 And the king arose in the night, and said
unto his servants, I will now. shew you what the
Syrians have done to us. They know that we be
hungry ; therefore are they gone out of the camp to
hide themselves in the field, saying, When they
come out of the city, we shall catch them alive,
and get into the city.

Observe how closely allied to one another are guilt and unbelief.
Vou, IIIL. Do “
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The king of Israel knew how little he merited mercy from the Lord,
and therefore he could not be led to hope, notwithstanding his servant
the prophet had taught Israel to expect some great deliverance, that it
would be bestowed. Reader! this is the case, more or less, with every
sinner. Conscious that we merit not the Lord’s favour, and measuring
God’s dealings’ by our own, we slight the declarations of his grace.
Jesus sweetly, graciously, tenderly, tells us, that he came not to call the
righteous, but sinners to repentance. But alas ! unbelief robs Jesus of
his glory, and our souls of their happiness, = And thus, like the poor king
of Israel, to the very last we know not how to give the Lord the credit
of his free grace and salvation!

13 And one of his servants answered and-said,
Let some take, 1 pray thee, five of the horses that
remain, which are left in the city, (behold, they
are as 211 the multitude of Israel that are leftinit:
behoid, I say, they are even as all the multitude of
the Israclites that are consumed :) and let us send.
and see.

14 They took therefore two chariot horses ; and
the king sent after the host of the Syrians, saying,
Go and sce.. » .

15 And they went after them unto Jordan:
and, lo, all the way was full of garments and
vessels, which the Syrians had cast away in their
haste. And the messengers returned, and told the
king.. . o

16 And the people went out, and spoiled the
tents of the Syrians.  So a measure of fine flour
was sold for-a shekel, -and two measures of bar<
ley for ‘a shekel, according to the word of the
Lemp: =~ = - :

. With what caution and fear did the king of Israel and his poor be-
sieged anmly proceed in this business! With-what doubts aud misgivings,
idp sinners, when first coming, te the Lord Jesus, seck his face! Qh! for
faith in full confidénce, to come to the Lord Jesus, and cast the whole
soul upon him?! ‘the sale of the flour and -the barley corresponding to
the - prophet’s prediction, shéws how the merey was from .the ‘Lord,
and how plentiful a mercy it was. A measure of flour was somewhat
mote than a peck.” And a'thekel was not much' mote in value than
“about two shillings of dur:money.' * Here, indeed; the subject of plenty
to the famished, as it relates to the body, falls far short of the gospel
fullness to famishing souls; for thie grace which is imparted accgrdmg
to the measure of the gift of grace, is awithout money and without

price.
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17 9 And the king appointed the lord on whose
hand he leaned to have the charge of the gate:
and the people trode upon him in the gate, and
he died, as the man of God had said, who spake
when the king came down to him.

18 And it came to pass as the man of God had,
spoken to the king, saying, Two measures of bar-
ley for a shekel, and a measure of fine flour for a
shekel, shall be to morrow about this time in the
gate of Samaria.

19 And that lord answered the man of God and
said, Now, behold, ¢ the Lorp should make win-
dows in heaven, might such a thing be? And he
said, Behold, thou shaltsee it with thine eyes, but
shalt not eat thereof. ‘

20 And se it fell out unto him: for the peo-~
ple trode upon him in the gate, and he died.

The sad event in the death of this unbelieving lord, is very particu-
larly related by the sacred historian, to shew that no word of the Lord
can fall to the ground. And it is a point of the most solemn considera-
tion, that the very name Jehovah hath taken in the scriptures to shew,
that he is God in a covenant way, carries with it the most decided as-
surance that the Lord must be as faithful to all the denunciations of his
wrath, as to all the gracious promises of his love. Reader! do not
overlook, or forget this! Read these solemn scriptures upon this point,
and may the Lord suitably impress them upon our minds, Mark xvi. 16,
John iii. 36.

B T — e
REFLECTIONS.

READER! let us in the view of this siege of Samaria behold a lively
emblem of the soul's distressed state by reason of sin. Alas! what a
famine, not of bread and of water, but of all spititual comfort, ease, or
satisfaction. In the contemplation of the unexpected deliverance, is not
Jesus and his great salvation beautifully represented! how graciousty
discovered! how unexpectedly found! the soul of the sinner, like the
leprous man while going from one tent to another, in the discoveries of
Jesus’s love can hardly be brought to think it real. How is it, Lord!
he continually cries out, as he enters into the enjoyments of salvation,
how is it dearest Jesus, that thou hast manifested thyself unto me and
unot unto the world. B

But ohi! Reader, let us also learn fiom the. awfuyl histery of the
unbelieving lord, what everlasting dangers sinners are exposed to, and
what everlasting horrors they must ultimately fall in; when neither the
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g\ft of the l“ather in his dear Son, nor Jesus’s love in the free-gift of
himself, can work upon the hardened heart to believe unto salvation,
What aggravated misery will that be to the unawakened, unregenerated
heart, to_have lived under the sound of the gospel, but never regarded
_its gracious calls! to have seen, like this unbelieving lord, the plenty
and fulness of redemption, but never to have partaken of it. Oh!
dearest, blessed, precious Jesus! add a blessiug to all thy finished work,
and give me not only to see and to hear with the outward means, but

to taste and enjoy the blessed inward power of thy saving truth to the
salvation of my soul!

CHAP. VIIL

CONTENTS.

The history of the Shunammite, which was in part given before, is
proseculed yet further in this chapter.  Her land is vestored to her.
Here is also a short velation concerning Hazael, the ‘Syrian. This

chapter also contains an account of Jehoram's wicked reign, and of
Ahaziah his successor in the kingdom.

r

HEN spake Elisha unto the woman, whose

son he had restored to life, saying, Arise,
and go thou and thine houshold, and sojourn,
whereaoevel thou canst sojourn: for the Lorp
hath called for a famine; and it shall also come
.upon the land seven years.

2 And the woman arose, and did after the say-
ing of the man of God: and she went with her
houshold, and sojourned in the land of the Philis-
tines seven years.

It should seem that this famine soon succeeded the siege of the ene-
my, which the foregoing chapter relates. A fruitful lund the Lord
makes barren for the wickedness of them that dwell therein. Psm. cvii.
34,, That this famine was peculiar to Israel, seems evident from the
prophet’s commanding the Shunammite to seek for sustenance else-
where. But Reader! how delightful is it to see the Lord providing for
his secret ones when he brings his judgments upon others. Never

doth the Lord more strikingly manifest himself than when be hides
them. -

3 And it came to pass at the seven years’
end that the woman returned out of the land of
the Philistines: and she went forth to cry unto
the king for her house and for her land.

4 And the king talked with Gehazi the servant |
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of the man of God saying, Tell me, I pray thee,
all the great thmﬂs that Klisha hath done.

5 And it came to pass, as he was telling the
king how he had restored adead body to life, that,
behold the woman, whose son he had restored to
life, cmed to the king for her house and for her
land. And Gehazi sald My lord, O king, thes és
the woman, and this 7 her son, whom Ehsha re-
stored to life.

6 And when the king asked ‘the woman, she
told him. So the king appointed unto her a cer-
tain officer, saying, Restoxe all that was her’, and
all the fruits of the field since the day that she

left the land, even until now.

The history. of this Shunammite, in having her land restored to. her,
is very mterestmg But the spiritual 1mprovement to be made of the
passage is much more so. You and I, Reader, have left our settle-
meut, lands, and property, for there is truly nothing valuable in the
whole of them, when a leanness of soul is induced, and a famine of all
spiritual blessings comes upon us by reason of the ‘fall. Bat when Jesus
our Goel, our kinsman-Redeemer, hath raised up the tabernacle of David
which was fallen down, and made our dwelling place a Bethlehem, an
house of bread for his people, then like this woman we may cty to our
king for the restoration of our inheritance in and by Jesus. ' There is
somewhat very striking in this passage respecting Gehazi, and his con-
ference with the king at the moment the Shunammite came to claim _her
land. So, Reader, we may discover in numberless instances in connnon
life, how the Lord, in his providence, overrules times and events to the
promotion of his own glory and his people’s comfort. But is there not
another sweet thought arising from it aiso? Was the king of Israel so
intent to listen to Giehazr’s account of the deeds of Elisha ; and shall we
not be earnest to enquire after the wonders of Jesus?

7 € And Elisha came to Damascus ; and Ben-
hadad the king of Syria was sick; and it was told
him, saying, Fhe man of God is come hither.

8 And the king said unto Hazael, Take a pre-
sent in thine hand and go, meet the man of God,
and enquire of the LORD by him, saying, Shall I
recover of this disease ? )

9 So Hazael went to meet him, and took a pre-
sent with -him, even of every good thing of Da--
mascus, forty camels’ burden, and came and stood



202 2 KINGS. [CH. VI,

before him, and said, Thy son Ben-hadad king of
Syria hath sent me to thee, saying, Shall I reco-
ver of this disease ?

10 And Elisha said unto him, Go, say unto him,
"Thou mayest certainly recover: howbeit the Lorp.
hath shewed me that he shall surely die.

It is not very easy to ascertain at what time it was that Elisha paid
this visit to Damascus. The Lord had commanded Elijah about 21
years before this period: See 1 Kings xix. 15. (that is, supposing this
visit of Elisha was as is here introduced, after the two years of famine
‘before related) to go to the wilderness of Damascus, and anoint Hazael
king of Syria; but when Elisha went to Damaseus, or what the occa-
sion of his visit there was for, is not easy to conjecture. But passing
-this by, there is one sweet spiritual improvement ariseth out of it, which
is this. Even in those distant ages before the coming of the Lord Je-
" sus Christ, the visits of God’s faithful servants to the Gentile and Hea-
“then portended the full salvation being one day preached to them.
And though eur dear Lord told the poor women of Canaam that he was
not sent but to the lost sheep of the house of Israel, vet we find that he
graciously included both Jew and Gentile in one fold, and told that
very woman that sach was her faith, that every thing should be as she
herself desired. Matt. xv. 22——28. - When we consider in what was
related before (see chap. vi. 8—14.) how Benhadad intended to have
seized the prophet, it is somewhat singular that Elisha should venture
his person in Damascus. Aund it is no less strange that the mind of
Benhadad should have been so changed from hatred fo reverence. But
these things are all plain to be understood, when we trace the hand of
the Lord in it. God giveth his servants boldness. like a lion, and the
same God turneth the hearts of his children’s enemies to be at peace
with them, when such things answer the sovereign purposes of his holy
will. 'Fhe answer which Elisha made to Hazael’s question, whether
_ the king his master should recover, seems at first reading ambiguous.
He said, thon mayest certainly recover; howbeit he shall surely die.
But the sense seems to be very plainly this; the disorder under which
thy master iabours is not in itself mortal; of that disease he might cer-
tainly recover. But he shall surely die of a violent death., TFor thou
wilt be his executioner. This the following verses preve.

11 And he settled his countenance stedfastly,
until he was ashamed: and the man of God
wept. ,

12 And Hazael said, Why weepeth my lord?
And he answered, Becaus¢ I know the evil that
thou wilt do unto the children of Israel: their
strong holds wilt thou set on fire, and their young
men wilt thou slay with the sword, and wilt dash
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their children, and rip up their women with
child. |

13 And Hazael said, Bat what, ¢ thy servant a
dog, that he should do this great thing ? and Eli-

-sha answered, The Lorp hath shewed mé that
thou shalt be king ‘over Syria.

14 So he departed from Elisha, and came
to his master; who said to him, What said Elisha
to thee ? and he answered, He told me that thou
shouldest surely recover. ,

15 And it came to pass on the morrow, that
he took a thick cloth, and dipped # in water, and
spread ¢¢ on his face, so that he died : and Hazael
reigned in his stead.

I hardly know apassage in history, even if simply considered as an
history, more strikingly interesting to the feelings than this interview,
as here related between Hazael and the prophet. Figure to yourself
the astonishment of the ambassador of Damascus when the man of God
prophesied to-him of his {uture greatness, and the.bloody deeds of his
life which would follow. Behold on the other hand the aged servant of
the Lord looking so fixedly upon the countenance of Hazael, until the
tears burst in a floed before him to give vent to his distress of soul.
But while we meditate on the passage simply as an interesting history,
let us lgek at it with more awakened earnestness, as a solemn record in
the word of God, and then we shall discover if so be the Holy Ghost
gives us.a gracious apprehension of its important contents, that it opens
to our view higher objects for instruction. Hazael is but the represen-~
tative of human nature, universally speaking. All men like him may
shudder at crimes in the céol hour of distance which in the after sea-
son of ‘heated passion, and all things corresponding to accomplish, they
may without remorse perform. Reader! do you know this? Do you
believe it?7 Hath the Holy Ghost by his divine teachings led you on so
far in the knowledge of yourself, as to be brought to this compleat.con-
viction of sin? If you are, precious to your soul will be the knowledge
of, and the réjoicing in, the Lord Jesus! but if not, depend upon it you
possess ‘but at the best a poor apprehension of your own dreadfull
ruined and lost state; and of the vast and infinite value of that com-
pleat deliverance from sin which is found only in the Lord Jesus. The
cruelty of Hazael, seems to have commenced from the moment of this
interview, as the devil entered into the heart of Judas from the time in
which Jesus gave him the sop, as a token of his being the traitor. John
xiil. 26, 27. His return to his master opened with a lie. His next step-
was to stifle him in his'bed. And his bloody deeds to Israel, as Elisha
had foretold, we are informed of in the after part of his 'history, See
chap. xiii. 22. Reader! pause over such a character, if it be only to
look up with reverence, and all the warmth of affection and thankfulness,
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in the contemplation of the blessed effects of distinguishing grace: Whe
kath made thee to differ from another? Is an enquiry which every
child of God should be unceasingly putting to his own soul. 1 Cor.
w. 7. ' ’

16 € And in the fifth year of Joram the son
of Ahab king of Israel, Jehoshaphat being then
king of Judah, Jehoram the son of Jehoshaphat
king of Judah began to reign.

17 Thirty and two years old was he when he
began to reign ; and he reigned eight years in Je-
rusalem. :

18 And he walked in the way of the kings of Is-
rael, as did the house of Ahab: for the daughter
of Ahab was his wife: and he did evil in the sight
of the Lorp.

T would have the Reader remark with me on the character here given
of pious Jehoshaphat’s son, how dreadful it must have been to such a
father to have so degenerate a son. Grace is not hereditary. Jeho-
shaphat could not give it to Joram. And it is to be feared, by what we
read in the history, short as it is, that the good man did not take the
likeliest means to obtain it. For he made, or suffered to be ipade, a
dreadful alliauce for himn.with Ahab’s daughter. And add to this, he
gave up the kingdam to him before his death, thereby feeding his pride
and vanity. Reader! have you never remarked (I bhave) how fre-
quently pious parents, from consulting natural feelings more"than gra-
cious ones, awfully indulge their children to their hurt, and thereby

give displeasure to the Lord. What an awful reproof was that of God
to El, 1 Sam. il. 27, &e. :

19 Yet the Lorp would not destroy Judah
for David his servant’s sake, as he promised him

to give him alway a light, and to his children.

1 pray the Reader not hastily to pass over this sweet verse. Judah
must not, cannot indeed, be destroyed for Jesus’s sake. Our Lord
sprang out of Judah. So that thére is a blessing in it, and he that
Jooketh, on saith, destroy it not. .Oh! precious, precious consideration!
Ysaiah Ixv. 8, O, '

20 In his days Edom revolted from under the
band of Judah, and made a king over them-
selves. :

. 'The revolt of Edom demands our particular notice, because it was a

confirmation of the dying. patriarch Isaac’s prophecy to his son Esav, .
who was the origin of Edom. Isaac had told his favourite son Esau,

that the time should come when he should break Jacob’s yoke from off

his neck. And here we see it fulfilled after a servitude of more than

150 years from the days of David. Gen. xxvii. 39, 40.

\
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21 So Joram went over to Zair, and all the
chariots with him: and he arose by night, and
smote the Edomites which compassed him about,
and the captains of the chariots: and the people
fled into their tents.

22 Yet Edom revolted from under the hand
of Judah unto this day. Then Libnah revolted
at the same time.

23 And the rest of the acts of Joram, and all
that he did, are they not written in the book of
the chronicles of the kings of Judah?

24 9 Aod Joram slept with his fathers, and
was buried with his fathers in the city of David:

and Ahaziah his son reigned in his stead.

Nothing further remarkabie appears in the lives of these impious men '
but that they lived, transgressed, and died. Indeed, in the paraliel
history in the book of the Chronicles, we are told that this monarch
died not much unlike the traitor Judas, for his bowels gushed out,
And as he had lived most probably without being beloved, so he died
unlamented. 2 Chron. xxi. 18, 19.

25 In the twelfth year of Joram the son of
Ahab king of Israel did Ahaziah the son of Jeho-
ram king of Judah begin to reigun.

26 Two and twenty years old was Ahaziah when
he began to reign; and he reigned one year in
Jerusalem. And his mother’s name was Athaliah,
the daughter of Omri king of Israel.

27 And he walked in the way of the house of
Ahab, and did evil inthesight of the Lorp, as did
the house of Ahab: for he was the son in law of
the house of Ahab. \ |

28 And he went with Joram the son of Ahab
to the war against Hazael king of Syria in Ra-
moth-gilead ; and the Syrians wounded Joram.

29 And king Joram went back to be healed in
Jezreel of the wounds which the Syrians had given
him .at Ramah, when he fought against Hazael
king of Syria. And Ahaziah the son of Jehoram

Vou. IIL, Er
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king of Judah went down to see Joram the son of

Ahab in Jezreel, because he was sick.

I bring all these verses within one point of view, as they only relate to
us the short, but wicked reign, of another of Judah’s kings. AndI
ouiy detain the Reader with asingle observation upon this man’s history,
that it was in mercy not suffered to be lengthened out to any great pe-
riod. It was but ayear. And oh! the sad thought to sinners when the
year of grace is over, and all the vears of iniquity, be they ever so
many, consumed; what a dreadful barter have they made, if, though
gaining the whole world, they bave lost their own soul!

b e R S
REFLECTIONSA.

ReanER! let us pause over our review of this chapter, for many are
the gespel instructions we may take home to our own hearts under
the Hely Ghost’s gracivus teachings. In the restoration of the Shu<
nemmite's land, let us recollect with holy joy that our Jesus hath effec-
tually secured our inheritance, notwithstauding there hath been for many
a seven year a famive aud poverty indeed in our souls. Jesus our king
will restore the whole, aud infinitelymore than we lost, by the apostacy
of our fisst Father, Yes! thou dearest Lord, theun hast accomplished
the redemption of all our meortgaged possession, and it is thou which
will finally put us into the-enjoyment.of them again; thou art indeed
thyzelf our mheritance, our portion, our joy for ever. '

In the account of Hazael, Reader, let us not overlook the general
character of all men by the fall. 'That you and [ perpetrate not such
crimes, is not from any difference in nature, but wholly from the pre-
venting and restraining grace of our God. Oh! blessed Jesus, teach me
by such views how to appreciate thy great salvation more and more,
and with the greatest thankfulness of soul, give ‘thee all the glory,
that I am kept Ly the power of God through faith unto salvation. And
Reader, let the view which the Holy Ghost hath here given us in the
character of Hazael, when by a change from an humble station to the
highest, the seeds of iniquity were thus ripened, and brought forward to
the production of its deadly fruit, Oh! let it teach us how much wiser
aad more gracious the Lord is than we are cufselves, in choosing the
lowest stations for his people, to keep them from evil. Yes! dearest
Lord, I thank thee for the very place thy wisdom hath appointed me.
1 know it must be the best because thou bast ordained it. Thy love, as
weil as thy wisdom, was in it. Bricg me therefore, Lord, according to
thy promme, as a poor, blind, ignorant creature, in a way that I knew
not; leave e not to my own understanding, but give me grace to be
always committing my ways unto the Lord, and io acknowledge thine
hand fu all; for Thou hast said fhou wilt direct my paths, ’

Ore thought move, Reader, before we quit this chapter, in that preci-
‘ous dccount which is given us concerning Judah, that the Lord would
not destroy Juduh for David's scke. Oh! the blessed thought! oh!
the soul-reviving consideration, amidst all the discouragements of sin,
and the fears of unbelief! Judal’s Lord still lives, still reigns, and the
eflicacy of his blood and righteousness is of eveflasting duration. Learn,
my soul, henceforth to live out of thyself upon this covenant God in
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Christ.  In him is all thy fullness and sufficiency. And in so improving
and using Christ, accerding to God the Father’s gift and design con-
cerning kim, all happiness and security must be found.’ Tn thy name,
blessed Jesus, would I rejoice all the day, and in thy righteousness may
my soul be exalted. -

CHAP. IX.
CONTENTS.

This chapter eontains the anointing of Jehu: his slanghter of Joram?
the death of Jezrbel, and the relation of her being eaten by dogs.

ND Elisha the prophet called one of the

children of the prophets, and said unto him,

Gird up thy loins, and take this box of oil in
thine hand, and go to Ramoth-gilead:

2 And when thou comest thither, look out
there Jehu the son of Jehoshaphat the son of
Nimshi, and go in, and make him arise up from
among his brethren, and carry him to an inner
chamber; :

3 Then take the box of oil, and pour i on his
head, and say, Thus saith the Lorp, I have
anointed thee king over Israel. Then open the

door, and flee, and tarry not.

The only observation I would detain the Reader with on this passage,
because it should seem to be of all others the most important, is the
ceremony of anointing. When we behold how this service was uni-
formly appointed in the church from the beginning of its being formed
in the wilderness, doth it not strike the Reader’s mind that the Holy
Ghost evidently intended by it a maiter of vast signification. The
Lord Jesus himself was anointed with the Holy Ghost; and “all his
people are said to have an unction from the Holy One. 1 John ii. 20.
Oh! thou blessed Spirit! graciously condescend to anoint me with ali thy
precious influences in the knowledge and enjoyment of the Lord Jesus!
Let the holy oil of thy grace soften all my heart, and make the savor of '
his dear name be as ointment poured forth!

-4 So the young man, even the young man the
prophet, went to Ramoth-gilead.

5 And when he came, behold, the captains of
the host were sitting; and he said, I have an
errand to thee, O captain. And Jehu said, Unto
which of all us? And he said, To thee,
captain. ’
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6 And he arose, and went into the house; and
he poured the oil on his head, and said unto him,
Thus saith the Lorp God of Israel, 1 have
anointed thee king over the pcople’of the Lorp,

even over Israel. ’

Is there not a sweet lesson veiled under this message and commission
of the prophet?. When the Lord sends his word to any individual,
though he be in the midst of many, like Jehu among the captains, yet
the call is personal, the grace is distinguishing, and the manifestation of
it secret, The Lord spake a word, it is said, in Samuel’s ear. 1 Sam.
ix. 15. So here, the errand was to Jehu. Reader! be assured that it
is a personal enjoyment of God’s calls, and his word, which make them
precious. The master is come and calleth for thee. John xi. 28.

7 And thou shalt smite the house of Ahab thy
master, that I may avenge the blood of my ser-
vants the prophets, and the blood of all the ser-
vants of the Lorp, at the hand of Jezebel.

8 For the whole house of Ahab shall perish:
and I will cut off from Ahab him that pisseth
against the wall, and him that is shut up and left
in Israel:

9 And I will make the house of Ahab like the
house of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, and like the
house of Baasha the son of Ahijah:

10 And the dogs shall eat Jezebel in the portion
of Jezreel, and there shall be none to bury her.
And he opened the door, and fled.

In the commission which Elisha had intrusted this servant among the
prophets with, no doubt more was intimated to him than is related in
the chapter, from the addition he made in this command, how Jehu
should act in the destruction of the house of Ahab. Reader! remark in
it, how sure God’s judgments are. As an apostle hath said most
assuredly will it be found, that the judgment of the unregenerate
lingereth not, and their dammnation slunibereth not. 2 Pet. ii. 3.: ’

11 9 Then Jehu came forth to the servants of
his lord: and one said unto him, Is all well?
wherefore came this mad fellow to thee? And he
said unto them, Ye know the man and his com-
munication.

12 And they said, I# i false; tell us now.
And he said, Thus and thus spake he to me, say-
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ing, Thus saith the Lorp, I have anointed thee
king over Israel.

13 Then they hasted, and took every man his
garment, and put i under him on the top of the
stairs, and blew with trumpets, saying, Jehu is
king.

It should seem from the manner in which the captains received Jehu
on his return from the prophet, that they were not much disposed at
first to treat the prophet, or his messdge, with respect. But probably
from a divine power accompanying J-hn's account of his anointing him
king, and seeing perhaps the traces of the holy oil upon his head, their

hearts were wrought upon to co-operate with the Lord’s appointment
in establishing Jehu to be king.

14 So Jehu the son of Jehoshaphat the son of
Nimshi conspired against Joram. (Now Joram
had kept Ramoth-gilead, he and all Israel, be-
cause of Hazael king of Syria.

15 But king Joram was returned to be healed
in Jezreel of the wounds which the Syrians had
given him, when he fought with Hazael king of
Syria.) And Jehu said, If it be your minds, then .
let none go forth nor escape out of the city to go
to tell 7¢ in Jezreel.

16 So Jehu rode in a chariot, and went to
Jezreel; for Joram lay there. And Ahaziah king
of Judah was come down to see Joram.

17 And there stood a watchman on the tower
in Jezreel, and he spied the company of Jehu as
he came, and said, I see a company. And Joram
said, Take an horseman, and send to meet them,
and let him say, Is ¢ peace?

18 So there went one on horscback to meet
him, and said, Thus saith the king, Is i peace?
and Jehu said, What hast thou te do with peace?
turn thee behind me. And the watchman told,
saying, The messenger came to them, but he
cometh not again.

19 Then he sent out a.second on horseback,
which came to them, and .said, Lhus saith the
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king, Is # peace? And Jehu answered, What
hast thou to do with peace? turn the¢ behind me.

20 And the watchman told, saying, IHe came
even unto them, and cometh not again; and the
driving é like the driving of Jehu the son o
Nimshi; for he driveth furiously. :

The whole design of this being from the Lord, we have only to re-
mark how the various circumstances all concurred to insure the ruin of
Ahab’s house. From Ramoth-Gilead to Jezreel was no small distance,
yet to prevent tidings getting there before Jehm, he hastens on to sur-
prize Joram. And on the other hand, the alarm of Joram in sending
out, upon the smallest appearance, messengers to enquire into the cause,
shews the guilt of his conscience. There is no peace, saith my God,
to the wicked! Isaiah xlviii. 12. ‘

21 And Joram said, Make ready. And his
chariot was made ready. And Joram king of
Israel and Ahaziah king of Judah went out, each
in his chariot, and they went out against Jehu,
and met him in the portion of Naboth the
Jezreelite. . -

22 And it came to pass, when Joram saw Jehu,
that he said, Is ## peace, Jehu? And he answered,
What peace, so long as the whoredoms of thy
mother Jezebel and her witchcrafts are so many?

23 And Joram turned his hands, and fled,
and said ‘to Ahaziah, There @ treachery, O
Ahaziah. .

24 And Jehu drew a bow with-his full strength,
and smote Jehoram between his arms, and the
arrow went ont at his heart, and he sunk down in |
his chariot.

25 Then said Jehu to Bidkar his captain, Take
up, and cast him in the portion of the field of Na-
both the Jezreelite: for remember how that, when
"I and thou rode together after Ahab his father,
the Lorp laid this burden upon him;

26 Surely I have seen yesterday the blood of
Naboth, and the blpod of his sons, saith the
Lorp; and I will requite thee in this plat, saith
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the Lorp. Now therefore take and cast him into
the plat of ground, according to the word of the
Lorbp. , ,

27 But when Ahaziah the king of Judah saw
this, he fled by the way of the garden house. And
Jehu followed after him, and said, Smite him also
in the chariot. And they did so at the going up to -
Gur, which 2 by Ibleam. And he ﬂed to Me-
giddo, and died there.

28 And his servants carried him in a chariot to
Jerusalem, and buried him in his sepulchre with
his fathers in the city of David.

29 And in the eleventh year of Joram the son
of Ahab began Ahaziah to reign over Judah.

What a remarkc\ble coincidence of c1rcumstances must it have been ta
have brought those persons to the very spot of Nabotl’s vineyard! asif to
remind Joram of the cause of his death, and his merited judgment.
Reader! what greaier testimony can a man require that the Lord's hand
is in that v1sxtanon when the punishment ariseth out of the very erime
itself, in the consequences which follow.

30 9 And when Jehu was come to Jezreel,
. Jezebel heard of ¢#; and she painted her face, and
tired her head, and looked out at a window.

81 And as Jehu entered in at the gate she said,
Had Zimri peace who slew his master?

32 And helifted up his face to the window, and
said, Who #s on my side? who? And there looked
out to him two or three eunuchs.

33 And he said, Throw ber down. So they
threw her down: and some of her blood was
sprinkled on the wall, and on the horses: and he
trode her under foot.

34 And when he was come m,/he did eat and
drink, and said, Go, see now this cursed woman,
and bury her: for she is a king’s daughter.

35 And they went to bury her: but they found
nomore of her than the scull, and the feet, and the
palms of her hands.

36 Wherefore they came again, and told him.
And he Sald This & the word of the Lorp, which
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he spake by his servant Elijah the Tishbite, say-
ing, In the portion of Jezreel shall dogs eat the
flesh of Jezebel: ' .

37 And the carcase of Jezebel shall be as dung
upon the face of the field in the portion of Jezreel ;
so that they shall not say, This s Jezebel.

The character of Jezebel is one of the most awful we meet with in
history among women. So much so, that a false prophetess in the
revelations, and probably by way of pointing out moie emphatically her
infamy, is called after ber, Jezebel. And when, in the same book, the
final destruction of idolators, under thé type of the great whore of
Babylon and the mother of harlots, is spoken of in allusion to the same
horrible crimes as Jezebel exceiled in, it may serve to teach in some
measure how very awful in the sight of God such characters are.
Rev, ii. 20. I only detain the Reader just to repeat hew certain
God’s judgments zre, Jezebel had long triumphed; but a day of
reckoning did at length come. So must it be with all.  Oh! for grace
to keep in view the sure events awaiting. Say ye to the vighteous that
it shall be well with him. Woe unto ihe wicked, it shall be ill with
him. Isaiah iii. 10, 11.

\

* e e R s etr

REFLECTIONS.

READER! what an awful view doth this chapter afford of the misera-
ble end of Ahab’s race! and how is the mind struck in the contemplation,”
that a family such as his was i ali its branches, should sell themselves to
work evil with greediness. 1t is bardly possible to go through the review
of what is related in these histories of Ahab and Jezebel, and their hous-
hold, without being again and again prompted, as we prosecute the his-
tory, to exclaim from whence arose such determined resolute impiety !

But we read the history of Alab to very little profit if it doth not serve
to lead the mind further than to the history of a single person or family,
and not to behold in it the outlines of wicked and ungodly men in all
ages. - In the dreadful opposition Ahab made to the God of Israel and
his prophets, do we not behold the representation of all the Ahabs of
every age, in their avowed hatred and opposition of the blessed gospel of
the Lord Jesus? Do not some of this description of men seem as if every .
facuity was in league against the Lord Jesus? Their hearts boiling with
implacable bitterness ; their ears resolutely stopped to all the grace of the
gospel; their voices uniformly raised against it. Despisers of divine
things, haters of God and of his Christ!  O&! my soul, come not thou
into their secret ; unto their asscmbly mine honor be.not thou united.

But, Reader! how sweet to the view is Jesus after leoking at hu-
man nature, and human wickedness, in such awful characters! and
farther, how increasingly so is the view of Jesus under these considera-
tions, when we are enabled to trace our preservation and upholding from
sach awful examples on ourselves! Yes! dearest, almighty Jesus! it is to
thy preventing and restraining grace we chearfully ascribe all the praise
and the glory. Truly must I say (and, Reader, do you not the same?)



CH. X.] V 2 KINGS.. o %13

ra—

by the grace of God I an what I am! that I have been, that I now am,
and that I feel confidence for the future I shall be kept; on my bended
knees, in transports of rejoicing, would I give the whole glory to the
adorable Redeemer., It was Jesus who committed to his Father his
<church for this blessed purpose in the close of his ministry, and just be-
fore his death. And it is fo this one source the preservation of his peo-
ple must be everlastingly ascribed.  Keep (said the gracious Redeemer
as he placed his dearly purchased flock in the hands of the Lord) keep,
Holy Father, through thine own name those whom thou hast given me.
And hence under the unquestionable evidence of this great truth, would
I cry out with the apostle, and say, Blessed be the God and Father of
our Lord Jesus Christ, who according to his abundant mercy hath be-
gotten to this lively kope all his peepie, who are kept by the power of
God through faith unto salvation.

CHAP. X.

CONTENTS.

dn following wup the commission Jehu had received from the Lord for
the destiruction of Ahab’s house, we are told in this chapter how he
caused 70 of his sons to be beheaded. He destroyeth the worshippers
of Baal. But yet himself, the close of the chapter relates, departed not
rom the sins of Jeroboam.

AND Ahab had seventy souns in Samaria. And
Jehu wrote letters, and sent to Samaria, unto
the rulers of Jezreel, to the elders, and to them
that brought up Ahab’s children, saying,

2 Now as soon as this letter cometh to you, see-
ing your master’s sons are with you, and there are
with you chariots and horses, a fenced city also,
and armour

3 Look even out the best and meetest of your
master’s sons, and set him on his father’s throne,

- and fight for your master’s house.

Reader! do not fail to connect with this view of the slaughter
of Ahab’s sons (or grandsons more likely) that solemn denunciation
of God in the second commandment. Exod. xx. 5. And recollect
also, that as sin .is the sad inheritance entailed upon our whole na-
ture from the first wretched transgressor; so punishment is also con-
nected with it. Rom. v. 12. Oh! sweet is it to behold our inheritance
in another Adam from the opposite holiness of his nature. Precious
Jesus! how much more hath the grace of God, and the gift by grace
which is by thee, abounded unto many. Rom. v. 15—17.

4 But they were exceedingly afraid, and said,
Vor. IIL / Fr
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Behold, two kings stood not before him : how then
shall we stand?

5 And he that was over'the house, and he that
was over the city, the elders also, and the bringers
up of the children, sent to Jehu, saying, We are thy
servants, and will do all that thou shait bid us; we
will not make any king: do thou that which is good

in thine eyes.

We may learn w1sdom from men of the world, for our Lord tells
us, that the children of this world are in f/mr generalion wiser
thtm the children of light. Oh! that we might learn From hence how
vain and unprofitable a]l oppoutlon to the Lord is, when neither the
great, nor the mighty, améng the kings of the earth can stand before him.
See that striking Psaim 2d. Luke xvi. 8.

6 Then he wrote a letter the second time to
them, saying, If ye be mine, and #f ye will hearken
unto my voi ce take ye the heads of the men your
master’s sons, and come to me to Jezreel by to mor-
row this time. Now the king’s sons, being seventy
persons, were with the great men of the city, which
brought them up.

7 And it came to pass, when the letter came to
them, that they took the kings sous, and slew se-
venty persons, and put their heads in baskets, and

sent him them to Jezreel.

It is well worthy the Reader’s observation, that those very elders
of Samaria had been the same time-serving creatures at the com-
mand of Jezebel respecting the murder of Naboth, when she sent letters
in Ahab’s name to procure Naboth’s death,” And as the punishment of
the house of Ahab, the murder of Naboth is again and ‘again mentioned
as among the causes; who but would wish to connect in the review of
the whole the awful finger of God. See 1 Kings xxi, 1—15.

8 And there came a messenger, and told him,
saying, They have brought the “heads of the king’s
sons. And he said, Lay ye them in two heaps ‘at
the entering in of the gate uuntil the morning.

9 And 1t came to pass in the morning, that he
went out, and stood, and said to all the pcop]e Ye
be righteous : behold 1 conspired against my mas-
ter, and slew him : but who slew all these ?

10 Know now that there shall fall unto the earth
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nothing ot the word of the Lorp, which the Lorp
spake concerning the house of Ahab: for the
Loz hath done that which he spake by his servant
Elijah.

11 So Jehuslew all that remained of the house
of Ahab in Jezreel, and all his great men, and his
kinsfolks, and his priests, until he left him none
remaining.

Wahile we read in this account how Jehu waded through blood, I pray.
the reader to keep in view that he acted as the instrument of the Lord.
"The commission was from heaven. And when we take into the account
how Ahab by his idolatry had been ruiring the souls as well as the bo-

dies of Israel, surely such daring impiety called for more than ordinary
vengeance!

12 And he arose and departed, and came to Sa-
maria. And as he was at the shearing house in the
way,

%’3 Jehu met with the brethren of Ahaziah king
of Judah, and said, Who are ye? and they answer-
ed, We are the brethren of Ahaziah; and we go
down to,salute the children of the king and the
children of the queen.

14 Aund he said, Take them alive.  And they
took them alive, and slew them at the pit of the
shearing house, ecven two and forty men; neither

left he any of them.
As these were of the family of Ahab,no doubt they were partakers of
his idelatry, and justly therefore involved in the punishment. j

15 And when he was departed thence, he lighted
on Jehonadab the son of Rechab coming to meet
him: and he saluted him, and said to him, Is thine
heart right, as my heart s with thy heart? And
Jehonadab answered, Itis. Ifit be, give me thine
hand. And he gave him his hand; and he took
him up to him into the chariot.

The honorable testimony the Holy Ghost hath given of this man in
another part of sacred scripture, demands our attention. The prophet
Jeremiah speaks of him in great commendation as the honored father of
the house of the Rechabitesat a period distant from this above 300 years,

And when we behold bim coming out of his retirement to thank Jehu fox
Fr2

,
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hisservices to the Lord ; it may serve to teach us that in the worst of times
the Lord hath a seed that serve him in the eartln  See Jerem. xxxv. 19.

16 And he said, Come with me, and see my zeal
for the Lorp. So they made him ride in his

chariot.

Poor Jehu did not, it is plain, know the real motives of his heart when
he said this; for the Holy Ghost tells us in the same chapter, verse 20,
that Jehu himself was an idolator. Reader! oh! that the blessed Spi-
rit may teach us the truth of thatsolemm scripture; that the heort is de-
ceitful above all things, and desperately wicked. Jerem. xvii. .9.
Blessed Jesus!” how very precious art thou to my soul in the view of
this, Cleanse, Lord, the thoughts of my heart, and wash it in thy
blood.

17 And when he canie to Samaria, he slew all
that remained unto Ahab in Samaria, till he had
destroyed him, according to the saying of the
Lorp, which he spake to LI; ah.

18 € And Jehu gathered all the pcople toge-
ther, and said unto them, Ahab served Baal a ht-
tle; dut Jehu shall serve him much.

19 Now therefore call unto me all the pr ophets
of Baal, all his servants, and all his priests; let
none be wanting : for I have a great sacrifice o0 do
to Baal ; whosoevcr shall be wanting, he shall not
live. But Jehu did & in subtility, “to the intent
that he might destroy the worshippers of Baal.

20 And Tehu said, Proclaim a solemn assem-
bly for Baal. And they proclaimed .

21 And Jehu sent through all Israel: and all
the worshippers of Baal eame, so that there was
not a man left that came not. And they came in-
to the house of Baal: and the house of Baal was
full from one one end to another.

22 And he said unto him that was over the ves- -
try, Bring forth vestments for all the worshippers
of Baal. And he brought them forth vestments.

23 And Jehu went, and Jehonadab the son of
Rechab, into the house of Baal, and said unto the
worshippers of Baal, Search, and look that there
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be here with you none of the servants of the Lorp,
but the worshippers of Baal only.

24 And when they went in to offer sacrifices and
burnt offerings, Jehu appointed fourscore men
without, and said, If'any of the men whom I have
brought into your hands escape, ke that letteth him
g0, his life shal be for the life of him.

25 Anditcame to pass, as soon as he had made
anend of offering the burnt offering, that Jehu said
to the guard and to the captains, Go in, and slay
them; et none come forth. And they smote
them with the edge of the sword; and the guard
and the captains cast them out, and went to the
city of the house Baal.

26 And they brought forth the images out of
the house of Baal, and burned them.

27 And they brake down the image of Baal,
and brake down the house of Baal, and made it a
draught house unto this day.

28 Thus Jehu destroyed Baal out of Israel.

Jehu, as the Lord’s minister in the destruction of idols, is graciously
upheld in this service. And, hence all the worshippers of Baal were
blinded to their own destruction. But, Reader! do observe, for it is a
sweet part of this history, how the Lord overruled this event for the pre-
servation of his hidden ones. 'There were seven thousand of the seed
of the faithful in Israel in Elgah’s time, as the Lord told him, though
he, poor man, thought himself the only one. And no doubt there were
many at this time when Jehu accomplished the Lord’s purpose upon
Baal. Reader! let it serve to teach us that the Lord knoweth how to
preserve his people in times of visitation. His chambers of safety are
opened for them when shut to others. And mark this; when God hides
his people he surely manifests himself. 1 Kings xix. 18.

29 9 Howbeit from the sins of Jeroboam the
son of Nebat, who made Israel to sin, Jehu de-
parted not from after them, Zo wit, the golden
calves that were in Bethel, and that were in Dan.

What a sad accountis this! Though Jehu had grace to destroy Baal,
he had not virtue to resist the golden calves of idolatry. Alas! what
is man in his highest attainments! Oh! dearest Lord Jesus, where shall

we look for perfection but to thee! Be thou my righteousness, wisdom,
sanctification ; for in thee I have all things.

30 And the Lorp said unto Jehu, Because thou
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hast done well in executmu that which is right in
mine eyes, and hast done unto the house of “Ahab
according to all that was in mine heart, thy chil-
dren_of the fourth generation shall sit on the throne
of Israel.

31 But Jehu took no heed to walk in the law
of the Lorp God of Israel with all his heart: for
he departed not from the sins of Jeroboam, which

made Israel to sin.

Jehu had done right in God’s eyes in destroying the idols, and
his reward was suited to it in femporal mercies to him aud his children
to the fourth generation. Here is nothing said in all this of any gracious
act in the mind of Jehq, or of any gracious blessing from the Lord ia
consequence, Very evident, it is, from Jehu’s following the sins of Je-
roboam, that no act of grace had passed upon lis heart. S$lany are
blessed in the gifts of common providences, whica are not tade par-
takers of a saving change of heart. 'The Lord may, and the Lord doth
bestow the nether springs of his bounty on the men of the earth. IHis
upper springs of grace belong to his children,

32 In those days the Lorp began to cut Isracl
short : and Hazael smote them in all the coasts of
Israel..

33 From Jordan eastward, all the land of Gi-
lead, the Gadites, and the Reubenites, and the
Manassites, from Aroer, which i by theriver Ar-
non, even Gilead and Bashan.

Here begins the melancholy history of Israel, leading to the Baby-
lonish captmty For though it was more than 300 years before that
event took place, yet Israel’s glory from this time began to grow dim.

Idolatry prevailed : and the Lord visited their mlqnmes This Elijah
had foretold concerning Hazael. See chap. viii. 12, 13.

34 Now the rest of the acts of Jehu, and all
that he did, and all his might, are they not written
in the book of the CthI]lLlGS of the kings of Is-
rael.

35 And Jehu slept with his fathers: and they
buried him in Samaria. And Jehoahaz his son
reigned in his stead.

'36 And the time that Jehu reigned over Israel

in Samaria was twenty and ew‘ht years.
Here is but a shoxt account of Jehu. He reigned 28 years, but how
little is said of him. We are told in.general of hlS nnght, but nothing



CH. X.} 2 KINGS.. 219

of his love to God. Alas! what is the sum total, in the_ lives of thou-
“sands, more than this! OA! Lord! so teach me to number my days
as to apply my heart unfo wisdom. Psm. xc. 12.

__W—-—.
REFLECTIONS.

Reaper! let us pause a moment over the perusal of this chapter,
dnd, in the characier of Jehu, mark the possibility of possessing great
gifts, avd great appearavces of zeal for God’s service, without any real
poszession of vital godliness. A man may cry out, as Jehu did, Come,
see my zeal for the Lord ; but if that zeal be truly put to the test, it will
be as Solomon saith; as the fining pot for silver and the furnace for
gold, so is @ man to his praise. Let a man profess what he will, void
of regeneration, yet all his performances spring from himself. A pool of
water, when the rain descends plentifully, will swell and look large, but
having no source, when the sun aud the drought come on, it dries up.
Oh! blessed Jesns! let all my zesl for thee and. thy glory, arise from
that well of water which thou hast promised, and which is from thyself,
springing up unto everlasting life. )

Iu the total overthrow of Abab’s family, mark, I beseech you, the sure
termination of the ungodly. 'The Lord hath said in his covenant en-
gagements, that he will visit the sins of the fathers upon the chil-
dren unto the third and fourth generation of themn that hate him!
Reader! do uot forget; the same promise which becomes sure to the
believer, because of the faithfulness of God, makes his threatenings to
the uubeliever, equally sure and certain. The Lord is not slack (saith
an apostle) concerning his promise, as some men count slackness. The
day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night. Precious Jesus!
where, in that tremendous day, would my soul find shelter, had I not
thy righteousness to justify, and thy garment of salvation to cover me.
Let a throne of grace witness for me, that now, even now I plead this,
under all the accusations of conscience, the deceitfulness of a corrupt
heart, the charges of Satan, and the threatnings of the broken law of
God. And in that hour, when God shall arise to shake terribly the
-earth, then shall I plead it with full assurance of faith; nothing fear-
ing any condemning sentence from my Judge, while standing secure in
the justifying righteousness of God my Saviour, and triumphing in
the covenant promises of my Father’s sovereign grace. Lord Jesus! let
the view of the treaebery and deceitfulness of man’s heart, as in the in-
stance of Jehu, lead me to be everlastingly suspecting my own. And let
a perfect conviction that thou, and thou oply, art the righteousness of
thy people, make me more and more earnest to know thee, to love thee,
to live to thee, to walk in thee, to act faith upon thee, and to rejoice in
thee as my portion, in time and to all eternity. Preclous, precious Lord
Jesus! even so, Amen.

CHAP. XI.
CONTENTS.

The sacred historian in this chapter is relating the affairs of the
kingdom of Judah. Athaliah destroys all the seed royal; one only es-
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caped the general massecre, which is Jehoash. At six years of age
Jehoida anoints him Ling. Athaliah és slain. ‘

ND when Athaliah the mother of Ahaziah
saw that her son was dead, she arose and de-
stroyed all the seed royal.

The character of this wowan is given by the Holy Ghost in a short,
but expressive manner: 2 Chron. xxvii. 7. Whether from a spirit of
Tevenge, or from a spirit of cruelty, she perpetrated those wicked deeds,
is not said. But we must look higher than the instrument. = God had
said to David, concérning the matter of Uriah, that the sword should not
depart from his house. And, although the same God had graciously
promised that the seed of David he would make to endure for ever, be-
cause that Christ, after the flesh, was to be the offspring of David, yet
many of David’s branches were lopped off. 2 Sam. xii. 10. Psalm
Ixxx. 20.

2 But Jehosheba, the daughter of king Joram,
sister of Ahaziah, took Joash the son of Ahaziah,
and stole him from among the king’s sons, which
were slain; and they hid him, even him and his
nurse, 1 the bed chamber, from Athaliah, so that
he was not slain.

3 And he was with her hid in the house of the
Lorbp six years. And Athaliah did reign over the
land.

Observe, Reader, for the fulfilment of God’s promise, how God in
his providence preserved the seed of David! It is sweet to take notice
of those things in the circumstances of our own private history. What
numberless evénts might every man find in his own life, where Jesus is
accomplishing his gracious promises by his gracious providences !

4 9 And the seventh year Jehoiada sent and
fetched the ralers over hundreds, with the captains
and the guard, and brought them to him into 'the
house of the Lorp, and made a covenant with
them, and took an oath of them in the house of the

LORD and shewed them the king’s son.

It is probable that this Jehoida was hlgh-pne&t by whom the Lord
was pleased to execute the purpose of his holy will. Jesus our High
Priest, carries on all the grand councils and designs of Jehovah!

5 And he commanded them, saying, This zs the
thing that ye shall do; a third part of you that
enter in on the sabbath shall even be keepers of
the watch of the king’s house;

6 And a third part shall be at the gate of Sur;
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and a third part «t the gate behind the guard: so
shall ye keep the watch of the house, that it be
not broken down. _

7 And two parts of all you that go forth on the
sabbath, even they shall keep the watch of the
house of the Lorp about the king.

8 And ye shall compass the king round about,
every man with his weapons in his hand: and he
that cometh within the ranges, let him be slain:
and be ye with the king as he goeth out and as he
cometh in. -

9 And the captains over the hundreds did ac-
cording to all things that Jehoiada the priest com-
manded: and they took every man his men that
were to come in on the sabbath, with them that
should go out on the sabbath, and came to Jehoi~
ada the priest.

10 And to the captains over hundreds did the
priest give king David’s spears and shields, that
were in the temple of the Lorbp.

11 And the guard stood, every man with his
weapons in his hand, round about the king, from
the right corner of the temple to the left corner of
the temple, along by the altar and the tempie.

12 And he brought forth the king’s son, and
put the crown upon him, and gave him the testi-
mony; and they made him Kking, and anointed"
him; and they clapped their hands, and said, God
save the king.

Young as Joash was, no doubt the sight of him stirred up the minds
of the people to love him. And young as he was, the priest took care
that the ceremony should be observed the same in his coronation, and
with respect to the convention of the people, as if he had arrived to the
maturity and ripeness of age for government. He is crowned, anointed ;
the testimony of the word, even the law is put into his hand, agreeable
to what the Lord commanded by Moses: Deut. xvii, 18, 19. And the
people ratify their approbation of his government in shouting, God save
the king. But, Reader! doth not the view of this coronation, suggest
to your mind one of an infinitely higher nature? When the Lord Jesus
is brought forth from obscurity to the sinner’s view; when we behold
Jesus Christ of Nazareth, ancinted with the Holy Ghostand with power,

Vou. III, G e
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as King in Zion; when the law of his gospel is gwen to us in him, and
by im ; ; and when the Covenant of redemption is revealed to the poor
sinner in his blood ; oh! what a double coronation is here, when Christ
is crowned King of his church, and King in the sinmer’s heart! Surely
every knee of hxs people is made with holy joy to bend bdore bim, and

every tongue is constrained to confess, that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the
glory of God the Father.

13 And when Athalialh heard the noise of the
guard and of the people, she came to the people
into the temple of the Lorp.

14 And when she looked, behold, the kmff
stood by a pillar, as the manner was, and the priv-.
ces and the trumpeters by the king, and all the
people of thie land rejoiced, and blew with trum-
pets: and ‘Athaliah rent her ‘clothes, and cried,
'T'reason, treason.

> The delusmn of Athaliah to go undnned unprotected, unsupported
shews at once how desperate her case was.

15 ButJehoiada the priest commanded the cap-
tains of the hundreds, the officers of the host, and
said unto them, Have her forth without the ranges:
and him that followeth her kill with the sword.
For the priest had said, Let her not be slain in the
house of the Lorp.

16 And they laid hands on her; and she went
by the way by the which the horses came into the

kma s house: and there was she slain.

I beg the Reader not to overlook the constant care to preserve the
temple unpoluted. No human sacrifice was ever to be offered there but
one: and that only in theend of the world to put away sin. And though
this Oﬁcul)g was the oﬂerm;:, of the hody of Jesus Christ ouce for all, yet
his God-head gave virtue and eflicacy to the sacrifice. Blessed Jesus!

how hast thoun by that one oﬁumg, perfected for ever them' that are
sanctified! Heb. x. 14.

17 And Jehoiada made a covenant between the
Lorn and the king and the people, that they
should be the Lorn’s ‘people; between the king
also'and the people.

18 And all the people of the land went into the
house of Baal, and brake it down; his altars and
his irmages brake they in pieces thorouahly, and
slew Mattan the priest of Baal before the altars.
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And the priest appointed officers. over the house
of the Lorbp. 3 ‘

19 And he took the rulers over hundreds, and
the captains, and the guard, aud all the people of
the land: and they brought down the king from
the house of the Lorp, and came by the way of
the gate of the guard to the king’s house. And he
sat on the throne of the kings.

20, And all the people of the land rejoiced, and
the city was in quiet: and they slew Athaliah
with the sword beside the king’s house.

21 Seven years old was Jehoash when he began
to reign.

Observe, in the death of Baal’s priest, how human sacrifice suited their

idol worship. For as Moses said, they sacrificed to devils, not to God.
Deut. xxxit. 17. :

e R —

REFLECTIONS.

It is delightful to observe how the Lord, in the worst of times, hath
his servants ready to execute his gracious designs. He hath a Jeho-
sheba to hide when matters render it necessary; and a Jehoida to bring
forward his chosen according to the counsel of his own will. Reader!
how truly profitable is it thus to trace the Lord’s hand in all his doings!
And how encouraging, in all our intricate circumstances, to remember
whose government we are under. ,

But, Reader! may you and I pass over the court of Judah in the his-
tory of Joash, and contemplate the Lord Jesus brought forth the lawful
King of his people, against all the usurpation and tyranny of sin and Sa-
tan. Behold Jesus, shewed to us as the King’s Son, the rightful heir
of all things, by whom Jehovah made the worlds. Behold him in the
glories of his Person, being the brightness of his Father’s glory! Behold
him as the great Covenant-head of his people set up from everlasting,
although hidden, and his name secret through the several intermediate
ages, until the fulness of time, appointed of the Father for his being
revealed as a Saviour unto Israel. Contemplate him in all the Old
Testament promises, types, and prophecies ! See him in his convention
with the Father for the purposes of redemption, when he stood up, like
Joash, before the people and became our Covenant-head and King.
Trace him in his incarnation, life, ministry, death, resurrection, ascension,
and glory ! And what is he now? Surely he is the same,, He stands
in his temple as Joash stood by the pillar, as the manner was, to confirm
the covenant, of which he himself is the whole sum and substance for his
people, and ¢e his people. He comes to us revealed in all his written
word, He makes discovery of himself in his blessed gospel in all the

GG 2
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suitableness of his precious offices, relations, and characters. He is Je-
hoval’s Standard and Ensign for his people, implying that he maketh
war against all treasonable usurpations (like Athaliah’s) for his people,
and maketh them more than cenguerors, through his grace and love, .
leading them on to victory} Hail! blessed, hoiy, gracious, all-powerful
Jesus! My soul would shout aloud, and 1 would clap my hands in fes-
timony of the greatest joy, that Jesus reigns. Be thou, dearest sovereign,
Lord and Master, be thou my God and King; and let all esemies which
would rise up in treasonable rebellion against thy princely government,
like Athaliah, be laid hands upon, without the temple, and slain before
his face. Ainen. Amen.

CHAP. XIIL

CONTENTS.

This chapter contains the history of Jehoash's reign and death. He
governed well during the life of Jehoiada, but after was led away from
his wprighiness. His death was induced by the treachery of his
servunis.

N the seventh year of Jehu Jehoash began to

reign ; and forty years reigned he.in Jerusa-

D . - - .
lem. And his mother’s name was Zibia of Beer-

sheba.

Whether the reign of Jehoash is reckoned from the seventh year of
his life, when Jeioiada brought him forth to the people and anointed
him king, is not said, but seems likely. And if so, he died in the prime
of life, at the agé of 47. \

2 And Jehoash did that which was right in the
sight of the Lorp all his days wherein Jehoiada
the priest instructed him.

3 But the high places were not taken away:
the people stiil sacrificed and burnt incense in the
high places. :

The approbation of the Lord to his conduct, must be considered com-
paratively, for as idolatry was not totally abolished, this could not be
pleasing to the Lord. How delightful is the account given in this in-
direct way concerning Jehoiada, whose influence was so beneficial to the
king. Oh! how gracious is it in the Lord, when he giveth the experi~
ence and wisdom of age to guide youth !

4 And Jehoash said to the priest, All the
money of the dedicated things that is brought in-
to the house of the LorD, even the money of every
one that passeth zhe account, the money that every
man is set at, and all the money that cometh into
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any man’s hear: to bring into the house of the
Lokp,

5 Let the priests take i to them, every man of
his acquaintance : and let them repair the breaches
of the hoose, wheresoever any breach shall be
found.

6 But it was so, that in the three and twentieth
year of king Jehoash the priests had not repaired
- the breaches of the house.

7 Then king Jehoash called for Jehoiada the
priest, and the other priests, and said unto them,
Why repair ye not the breaches of the house?
now therefore receive no more money of your ac-
quaintance, but deliver it for the breaches of the’
house. )

8 And the priests consented to receive no more
moncy of the people, neither to repair the breaches
of the house. :

9 But Jehoiada the priest took a chest, and
bored a hole in the lid of it, and set it beside the
altar, on the right side as one cometh into the
house of the Lorp: and the priests that kept the
door put therein all the money that was brought
into the house of the Lorp.

10 And it was so, when they saw that there was
much money in the'chest, that the king’s scribe
and the high priest came up, and they put up in
bags, and told the money that was found in the
house of the Lorb.

11 And they gave the money, being told, into
the hands of them that did the work, that had the
oversight of the house of the Lorp: and they laid
it out to the carpenters and builders, that wrought
upon the house of the Lorp. ‘

12 And to masons, and hewers of stone, and to
buy timber, and hewed stone to repair the breaches
“of the house of the Lorp, and for all that was
laid out for the house to repair .
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13 Howbeit there were not made for the house
of the Lorp bowls ofssilver, snuffers, basons, trum-
pets, any vessels of gold, or vessels of silver, of the
money that was br ouOh‘L into the house of the
Lorbp.

14 But they gave that to the workmen, and re-
paired therewith the house of the Lorb.

15 Moreover they reckoned not with the men,.
into whose hand they delivered the money to be
bestowed on workmen: for they dealt faithfully.

16 The trespass money and sin money, was
not brought into the house of the Lorp: it was
the pmcsts

If the Reader will consult the parallel history, as it relates to Jehoash,
(2 Chron. xxiv.) he will discover several things connected with it, which
are here omitted. For brevity’s sake 1 refer therefore to the chapter it-
self, without enlarging vpon it. , The injuries the {emple had received
may well be accounted for, wha; we consider, since the days of So-
lomon, what idolatries had crept in among the people. No doubt the
house of God was sadly neglected. Reader! how precious is the
thought that Jesus is our temple, concerning whom there can be no-

thing ruinous. Lord Jesus! do thou bless and keep the church, which
is thy body, the fulness of him which filleth ell in all. Eph. i. 22, 23.

17 ¢ Then Hazael king of Syrla went up, and
fought against Gath. and took it : and Hazael set
his face to go up to Jerusalem.

18 And J ehoash king of Judah took all the hal-
Jowed things that Jehoshaphat and Jehoram, and
Ahaziah, hlS fathers, kings of Judah, had dedi-
cated, and his own hal]owed things, and all the gold
that was found in the treasures of the house of the
Lorp, and in the king’s house; and sent 2 to Ha-
zael king of Syria : and he went away from Jeru-

salem.

Let the Reader recollect how the Lord had been gradually preparing
the minds of his people for the desolation of Jerusalem, which had been
long thieatened. Hence Israel’s kings are dispirited. Guilt breeds
fear, While Israel loved the Lord, “and feared the Lord, no enemy
could dare insult the Lord’s people. But now enemies arise from every
quarter, How strikingly was that scripture fulfilled ; Deuat. xxviii. 15,

&ec, .
19 € And the rest of the acts of Joash, and all

\
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that he did, are they not written in the book of
the chronicles of the kings of Judah?
20 And his servants arose, and made a con-

spiracy, and slew Joash in the house of Millo,
which goeth down to Silla.

21 For Jozachar the son of Shimeath, and Je-
hozabad the son of Shomer, his servants, smote
him, and he died ; and they buried him with his
fathers in the city of David: and Amaziah his
son reigned in his stead.

‘Here is but little account of Jehoash. How very different was the.
close of his life, to the promising appearance of it when crowned king.
The Reader canpot but have remarked how his name is altered in the
several parts of his history. His name was Joash originally. Butat
the coronation, and in the begiuning of his reign he is called Jehoash.
Aud in the close again it is Joash. Perhaps the very honorable distinc-
tion prefixed to Joash, of the Je, was intended as a mark of the Lord’s
favour. And as the termination of his life was dishonorable, particu-
larly so in his conduct towards a prophet 6f the Lord, in the person of
ason of his benefactor, Jehoiada; (see 2 Chron. xxiv. 17—25.) this

prefised honor to his name was taken from him. We have a similar in-
stance ; Jerem. xxii, 24, 28.
8 el

L s aa— -] [
REFLECTIONS. v

ReADER ! T would wish for myself, and, if the Lord pleases, may he
graciously make it profitable to you also,’in the review of this’character
of Joash, to consider what instructions we may gather from it considered
with an eye to gospel times, and to the blessed redemption believers have
in the Lord Jesus. ' When we see what a sad couclusion the life of Joash
had, to so promising-a beginning, it ought to induce inquiry into the
circumstances of spiritual declensions, and the sad cause why it is that
some who seemingly set out fair for the kingdom, flag and tire by the
way. 'The apostle Paul, as the penman of the Holy Ghost, hath plainly
assigned the reasou in bis third chapter to the Church of the Galatiaus ;
where he calls them foolish Galatians, because having begun in the
Spirit, they afterwards thought to be made perfect by the flesh. When
souls shift the foundation of their faith and hope, and leave their first-
love, leave Jesus, and seek a partial justification before God in their
own works, they soon find leanness in their souls. Reader! I charge it
upon you, if you know any thing of Christ, desire to know nothing Hut
Christ. Make bim what'he really is, the Alpha and Omega of your sal-
vation ; the Finisher as well as the Author of it; and you will do well.
Did you not renounce every thing of your own, and what was in your-
self, when you first came to Jesus, and would you now take somewhat
of your own to purchase Christ? Did Jesus give life to your soul at the
first, when hy his Spirit he quickened you; and must he not give life



still?  Having begun (saith the upostle) in the Spirit are you so foolish
as to seek to be made perfect in the flesh? Oh! thou blessed, blessed
Source of all our hopes and joys; thou precious Jesus, be thou all in all
to the souls of thy poeple! Here, Lord, T beg once for all totally to re-
nounce myself, and as I first came to thee guilty, poor, aud wretclied ;
s0, Lord, I would come still. Blessed be thy name, for (hat thou hast
taught me to know the plague of my own heart, and to see and be con-
vinced that in myself, after all thou hast bestowed upon me, I am no
more worthy now, than when thou didst pass by and bekeld me in my
blood, and bid me live. Yes! dearest Lord, 1 desire to lie low in the
dust before thee in token of my nothingness and unworthiuess, while
hanging upon thee the full assuraace of my salvation. And, Lord, let
it be my daily desire to exercise every act of faith epon thee, to un-
dertake nothing but in thy strength, and'to seek acceptanee only in thy
blood and righteousness. And oh! may I know thee with increasing
joy under that blessed character whereby thou art revealed to thy people,
as the Lord our righteousness; being convinced that thou art made of
God, to us wisdom, righleousness, sanctification, and redemption, that
all my glorying may be in the Lord.

CHAP. XIII
CONTENTS.

The most interesting part of this chapier is that whick contains the
death of the prophet Elisha. We have heard nothing of this man of
God for some time. Here we are introduced to his history afresh, and
the relation of his death. Here is also an account of the wicked reign
of Jehoahaz, king of Israel. A remarkable circumsiance is. related of
the revival of a dead man by being east into the sepuicre of Elisha.

IN the three and twentieth year of Joash the son
of Ahaziah king of Judal Jehoahaz the son of
Jehu began to reign over Israel in Samaria, and
reigned seventeen years.

2 And he did that which was evil in the sight of
the Lorp, and followed the sins of Jeroboam the
son of Nebat, which made Israel to sin: he depart-

ed not therefrom.

Reader! what a melancholy relation, for the most part, is the history
of Israel under their kings. The outline of it is little more than that
such an one began to reign at such a period, that lie reigned so long, and
that he did evil in the sight of the Lord, as his father had done before
him. Andis this the general history of man? How precious ought
Christ to be, who came to do away sin by the sacrifice of himself'!

3 And the anger of the Lorp was kindled
‘against Israel, and he delivered them into the hand
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of Hazael king of Syria, and into the hand of Ben-
hadad the son of Ha7ael all their days.

The relation in this verse is the nataral consequence of sm, for sin;
© awhen it is finished, bringeth forth death.

4 And Jehoahaz besought the Lorp, and the
Lorp hearkened unto him: for hesaw the oppres-
sion of Israel, because the king of Syria oppressed
them.

5 (And the Lorp gave Israel a Saviour, so that
they went out from under the hand of the Syri=
ans: and the children of Israel dwelt in their tents,
as beforetime.

. This is a sweet account in the midst of the narrative, as a beautiful
spot of herbage amidst a barren heath. Observe how grace works; and
how it brings forth God’s mercy !

6 Nevertheless they departed not from the sins
of the house of Jeroboam, who made Israel to sin,
but walked therein: and there remained the grove
also in Samaria.)

7 Neither did he leave of the people to Jehoa=
haz but fifty horsemen, and ten chariots, and ten.
thousand footmen; for the king of Syria had de~
stroyed them, and had made them like the dust
by threshing.

8 Now the rest of the acts of Jehoahaz, and all
that he did, and his might, are they not written in
the book of the chronicles of the kings of Israel?

9 And Jehoahaz slept with his fathers; and
they buried him in Samaria: and Joash his son
reigned in his stead.

The best improvement to be made of the short account of this
man’s reign is, that God’s grace exceeded his undeservings. Sweetis
that scripture, the Lord delighteth in mercy. Micah. vii. 18.

10 In the thirty and seventh year of Joash king
of Judah began Jehoash the son of Jehoahaz to

reign over Israel in Samaria, and reigned sixteen
years

11 And he did that which was evil in the swht
Vour. III, H H
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of the Lorp; he departed not from all the sins of
Jeroboam the son of Nebat, who made Israel sin:
but he walked therein. ‘

12 And the rest of the acts of Joash, and all
that he did, and his might wherewith he fought
against Amaziah king of Judah, are they not writ-
ten in the book of the chronicles of the kings of
Israel? :

13 And Joash slept with his fathers; and Jero-
boam sat upon his throne: and Joash was buried

in Samaria with the kings of Israel.

What an awful character was Jeroboam ! And what an awful monu-
ment, even to this hour, remains to his dreadful memory in thé book of
God! Reader! think what an aggravated state of guilt must that mdn
be heaping to himself, whose transgressions operate after his death; the
deadly fruit of whose iniquities, like a poisonous tree, kills for ages after
he himself ceases to be!

14 9 Now Elisha was fallen sick of his sickness
whereof he died. And Joash the king of Israel
came down unto him, and wept over his face, and
said, O my father, my father, the chariot of Israel,

and the horsemen thereof. ~

- Our minds are relieved from the relation of such awful characters as
we have lately been looking to, in the history of Jehoahaz and. Jo-
ash, in the very mention of the name of Elisha, the man of God. And
though we are now arrived to the period of his death in the history, yet,
precious in the sight of the Lord is the death of his seints. We are not
told how old the prophet was, but we may pretty nearly gather the ac-
count, from the time in which he became a prophet to the time of his
death. [If the Reader looks back to the call of Elisha, he will discover
that from the entrance on his prophetical office, which was when anointed
by Elijah as his successor, (see 1 Kings xix. 16) to this period, was little
short of 66 years. So that however young he then was, his ministry
proves him to have died tolerably aged. Indeed many years seem to
have passed in retirement, towards the close of his life, for we have no
account of him since his anointing Jehu king. The visit of Joash, and
the lamentation he made over the prophet in the prospect of his death,
is striking. He used the same words as Elisha himself had done on the
departure of Elijah.  As if he had said; now thou art departing, all the
praying strength of Israel is departing with thee. Oh! how blessed is it
to ‘be thus in truth esteemed. Gracious, praying souls among God’s
people are the salt of the carth, to preserve it from general putrefaction !
They are the lights of the world, to prevent total darkness. -Lord! I
would take occasion to say, from this scene in ‘the dying chdmber of
Elisha, Lord, raise up more Elishas, more faithful servants of our God,
to stem the torrent of general corruption.
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15 And Elisha said unto him, Take bow and
arrows. And he took unto him bow and arrows.

16 And he said to the king of Israel, Put thine
hand upon the bow. And he put his hand upon #:
and Elisha put his hands upon the king’s hands.

17 And he said, Open the window castward.
And he opened ¢. Then Elisha said, Shoot. And
he shot. " And he said, The arrow of the Lorp’s
deliverance, and the arrow of deliverance from
Syria: for thou shalt smite the Syrians in Aphek,
till thou have consumed them.

18 And he said, Take the arrows. And he
took them. And he said unto the king of Israel,
Smite upon the ground. And he smote thrice and
stayed.

19 And the man of God was wroth with him,
and said, Thou shouldest have smitten five or six
times; then hadst thou smitten Syria till thou
hadst consumed ##: whereas now thou shalt smite

Syria but thrice. : ‘

The prophet, though dying, had lost nothing of his prophetical spirit,
nor of his faithfulness in God’s covenant promises. Like another Elijah,
he gives intimations, even in death, of what should follow. The typical
representation of the arrow, and of smiting, fully explains what the pro-
phet’s meanings were.

20 9 And Elisha died, and they buried him.
And the bands of the Moabites invaded the land

at the coming in of the year.

Here is no account of the prophet’s funeral, or of Israel’s lamentation
over him. Reader! doth not the death of the servants of our Lord al-
ways remind thee, and call forth holy joy in the heart, that though all
die, yet Jesus the Master liveth for ever! Sweet thought! Andoh! the
preciousness of the consolation. Thou art for ever the same, blessed
Jesus, and thy years do not fail. Heb. i. 12. The invasion by the
Moabites the same year as the prophet died, is remarkable. Not unfre-
quently, before the Lord brings on a judgment on a guilty land, he
houseth his servants. Noah was taken into the ark before the flood,
Lot sent out of Sodom before the overthrow.

21 And it came to pass, as they were burying
a man, that, behold, they spied a band of men;

and they cast the man into the sepulchre of Eli«
Hnuz2
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sha: and when the man was let down, and touched
the bones of Elisha, he revived, and stood up on
his feet.

This miracle perhaps, (for I do not presume to decxde upon it posi-
tively) had a doubie signification.  I'robably it might be intended to
imply that the doctrine Elisha had delivered, gave life to the souls of the
faithful. after the prophet himself was no more.. And yet perhaps, more
probably, the thing itself was intended to lead the minds of the Old
Testament saints to the belief and assurance of the resurrection, in and
by the Lord Jesus. - Eiisha was himself an eminent type of Christ. And
as such, was not the revival of this dead man, whose body was hastily
put, through fear of the band of the Moabites, mto the sepuichre of Ehi-
Jah, an emblem that fromr believers being buried with Christ in the like-

ness of his death, they shall be also in his likeness in the resurrection?
Rom. vi. 5. John xi. 25.

22 But Hazael king of Syria oppressed Israel
all the days of Jel roahaz.

23 And the Lorp was gracious unto them, and
had compassion on them, and bad respect unto
them, because of his covenant with Abrabam,
Isaac, and Jacob, and would not destroy them,
neither cast he them from his presence as yet. -

24 So Hazael king of Syria died: and Ben-ha-
dad his son reigned in his stead. ;

25 And Jehoash the son of Jehoahaz took again
out of the hand of Ben-hadad the son of Hazael
the cities which he had taken out of the hand of
Jehoahaz his father by war. Three times did Jo-

ash beat !nm, and recovered the cities of Israel.
The chapter closes with a double aspect, Israel's nnworthiness, and
the Lord’s grace and favor. Oh! dearest Jesus! how doth thy great,
thy glonous salvation shine mere conspicuously blessed when bebeld
over the view of man’s undeservings! Surely every thing in redemption-
work loudly proclaims that sovereign truth, “where sin abounded grace
doth much more abound ; that as sin hath re7gmd unto death, even so

might grace reign tirough righteousness unlo eternal Ui fe, by Jesus
Clzrlst our Lord. Rom. v. 20, 21.

W

REFLECTIONS

I eass over every other consideration, which the perusal of this
chapt#r affords, to take the larger, and more attentive review of the dy-
ng moments of the man of God, Elisha. No doubt the recoilection of
the wicked reign of Jehoahaz and Joash; the infinite clemency of a
most gracious God, notwithstanding shewed to such impious monarchs
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and their people, and the deliverances wrought out for them by the
Lord; no doubt these contemplations would open a large door for im-
provement. Awmfl indeed, I pray the Reader net wholly to pass them by.
May the Holy Ghost sanctify them to the soul both of Writer and
Reader. But I pass the more quickly over those things, to take a more
deliberate view of the dying prophet, which this chapter records. And as
with this chapter, the life and ministiy of Elisha terminates, methinks I
would gather up, from the fragments of a life so illustrious, and so highly
henored, somewhat to contemplate to the honor of the saint, and yet in-
finitely more, to gather therefrom in reference to the Saviour.

And shall I, blessed Spirit of all truth, shall T humbly venture to ask,
while lying low in the dust before thee, is there not somewhat in thy
servant the prophet Elisha, which forms a resemblance, however imper-
fect and far short of the original, to the person, character, and offices of
our Lord Jesus Christ? Didst thou, blesse d Spirit, graciously design that
thy church shouid be led to such a contempiation! Look then, my soul,
wlile waiting the Holy Ghost's ieaching, look to Elisha, and see whe-
ther he was not intended to shadow forth somewhat of Jesus, in his life
and mipistry ! .

A double portion of the Spirit was promised Elisha at the river Jor-
dan, when entering on his prophetical office, on tle departure of Elijah.
And was it not at the same river the tHoly Ghost descended on the Per-
son of the Lord Jesus, at his entrance on his ministry, when the Spirit
was given to him without measure? Did Elisha divide the waters hither
and thither with the mantle of Elijah, in testimony that the Lord God of
Elijah was with him : and are not the,waters of death, and the depths of
destruction dried up, and a passage made through Jordan for Christ’s
ransomed to pass over, by his robe of righteousness, which forms the
Jjustifying covering and mantle of all his people before the Lord Je-
hovah for ever? Did Elisha work miracles; heal the waters, and cure the
barren ground by the cruse of salt: and hath not our Jesus healed all
the springs of bitterness in us and our corrupt nature, and by the salt of
grace, and the covenant blessings, his precious and finished redemption-
work hath wrought in us, and for us; hath he not hrought in such ever-
lasting healing to the natious, that henceforth, jehovah himself hath
- said, and confirmed it with an oath, There shall be no more dearth, or

barren land, for in Christ Jesus kis people shall be saved with an ever-
lasting righleousness, and shall be neither ashamed nor confounded,
world without end! Did Elisha multiply the pot of oil, raise the Shu-
nammite’s son; restore the poisoned food to wholesomeness; feed an
bundred men with twenty loaves; cure Naaman, the Syrian, of his
leprosy in mercy, and fasten it on Gehazi in punishment: and did he
those great deeds in the name of the Lord? Yes! all these and many
more, in confirmation of his commission, in whose name he acted; and,
like another Moses, was faithful in all his house, as a servant, for a testi-
mony of those things which were to be spoken after. But as for thee,
thou blessed Jesus, thou, as a Son over thine own house, and as the Lord
and Sovereign of Elisha, to whom he, and all that went before, and all
that followed, ministered to thy coming; thou hast indeed in an endless
perpetuity of miracles, not only during the days of thy flesh upon
* earth, but now in the everlasting possession and exercise of thy glory in
heaven, still carrying on the same gracious and blessed designs in the
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@ccomplishment of thy redemption. The widow’s oil which the prophet
multiplied, might indeed shadow forth the oil of grace, which thou art
dispensing, by thy Spirit, upon all thy people; but oh! how weak a re-
presentation of the fulness, by which thou art for ever supplying the impo-
verished- state of the insolvent, and the wretched. Elisha, by thy com-
mand, did raise the Shunammite’s dead son. But thou, blessed Jesus,
art raising millions of dead sinners to a new and spiritual life, which are
by nature dead in trespasses and sins. Elisha to manifest the power and
grace of the God in whose name he acted, might be permitted to convert
the poisoned broth into wholesome food. But thou, Almighty Jesus, in
thine own power, and by thine own sovereign mercy, hast converted the
very poison of sin into streams of salvation: by death thow hast destroyed
him that had the power of death, that is the devil; and hast delivered
them who through fear of death were all their life time subject to bondage.
Hail! holy, blessed, precious, Lord Jesus! Lamb of God who hath alt
power in heaven and in earth. Not one or two only of widowed women,
feprous Syrians, or famished men hath thy grace and mercy been mani-
fested to by the ministry of thy servants, but millions of souls and bodies
of thy redeemed, amidst all their poverty, leprosy, and famished state of
endless ruin, but for thy gracious interposition, hast thon restored to life,
and health, and joy, and liberty. Men shall be blessed in thee, and alf
nations shall call thee blessed. Here let me bow down before thee thou
Lord God of the prophets, Elisha’s God and Saviour, iz whom, and
through whom, and for whom, all his ministry was exercised. Andin
the view of his life, and indeed of all thy servants who shadowed forth
thy coming, may this one gracious truth be fully brought home to the
soul, and made blessed both to him that writes, and him that reads,
that to him, even to Jesus, gave all the prophets witness, that through
thy name, dearest Lord Jesus, whosoever believeth in thee, shall receive
remission of sins.

CHAP. XIV.
CONTENTS.

This chapter brings some consolation to the mind in the history of
the kings of Isracl and Judah, in relating to us the good reign of
Amiuziah. = He is slain, however, by a conspiracy; and is succeeded in
the kingdom by Azariah. Here is an account also of the reign of Je-
roboam king of Israel.

N the second year of Joash son of Jehoahaz
king of Israel reigned Amaziah the son of Jo-
ash king of Judah.

9 ITe was twenty and five years old when he
began to reign, and reigned twenty and nine years
in Jerusalem. And his mother’s name was Jeho-
addan of Jerusalem.

3 And he did that which was right in the sight of
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the Lorp, yet not like David his father: he did
according to all things as Joash his father did.

4 Howbeit the hwh places were not taken away :
as yet the people did sacr 1ﬁce and burnt incense on
the high places.

5 And it came to pass, as soon as the kingdom
was confirmed in his hand, that he slew his ser-
vants which had slain the king his father.

6 But the children of the murderers he slew not:
according unto that which is written in the book
of the law of Moses, wherein the Lord command-
ed, saying, The fathers shall not be put to death
for the children, nor the children be put to death
for the fathers; but every man shall be put to
death for his own sin.

7 He slew of Edom in the valley of salt ten
thousand, and took Selah by war, and called the
name of it Joktheel unto this day.

8 Then Amaziah sent messengers to Jehoash,
the son of Jehoahaz son of Jehu, king of Israel,
saying, Come, let us look one ‘another in the
face.

9 And Jehoash the king of Israel sent to Ama-
ziah king of Judah, saying, The thistle that was in,
Lebanon sent to the cedar that was in Lebanon,
saying, Give thy daughter to my son to wife: and
there passed by a wild beast that was in Lebanon,
and trode down the thistle.

10 Thou hast indeed smitten Edom, and thine
heart hath lifted thee up: glory of this, and tarry
at home: for why shouldest thou meddle to thy
hurt, that thou shouldest fall, even thou and Judah
with thee?

11 But Amaziah would not hear. Therefore
Jehoash king of Israel went up; and he and Ama-
ziah king of J udah looked one another in the face
at Beth-shemesh, which belongeth to Judah.



1236 2 KINGS. [cH. xIV.

12 And Judah was put to the worse before Is-
rael; and they fled every man to their tents.

13 And Jehoash king of Israel took Amaziah
king of Judah, the son ot Jehoash the son of Aha-
zxah at Beth-shemesh, and came to Jerusalem,
and brake down the wall of Jerusalem from the
gate of Ephraim unto the corner gate, four hun-
dred cubits. )
. 14 And he took all the gold and silver, and all

the vessels that were found 1n the house of the
‘Lorp, and in the treasures of the king’s house,
and hostages, and returned to Samaria.

15 Now the rest of the acts of Jehoash which he
did, and his might, and how he fought with A ma-
ziah king of Judaly, are they not Written in the
book of the chronicles of the kings of Israel?

16 And Jehoash slept with his fathers, and was
buried in Samaria with the kings of Israel; and
Jeroboam his son reigned in his stead

17 9§ And Amaznah the son of Joash king of
Judah lived after the death of Jehoash son of Je-
hoahaz king of Israel fifteen years. ,

18. And the rest of the acts of Amaziah are they
not written in the book of the chronicles of the
kings of Judah?

19 Now they made a conspiracy against him
in Jerusalem: and he fled to Lachish; but they
sent after him to Lachish, and slew him there.

20 And they brought him on horses: and he
was buried at Jerusalem with his fathers in the ci-
ty of David. _

21 9 And all the people of Judah took Aza-
riah, which was sixteen years old, and made him
kmcr instead of his father Amazlah

22 He built Elath, and restored it to Judah,
after that the king slept with his fathers.

The twenty five years of Amazial'’s reign may be brought into a nar-
row compass, His history, as is here related, consisted clueﬂy in restor«
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ing order in the temple service, by which it is said he did right in the
sight of the Lord, though not like David. The other parts are much
like that of others in extending his authority, and in a wish to ex-
tend his conquests, in which, however, he was worsted. The pa-
rable of the thistle and cedar, which Jehoash made use of to correct
Amaziah’s folly, was well chosen. And the event corresponded to its
figure. But what I would chiefly desire the Reader to remark while
passing through these chapters, of war, and desolation, and the sword, is
to view in them the sad consequences of a fallen state, Even in the his-
tory of Israel, the nation whom God chose for himself from all the earth,
we see the same sad ruin by reason of sin. No man hath ever contem-
plated to the full, the dreadful situation to which our nature has been
reduced by the fall. And never will it be fully ascertained in this life.
And hence no one, not even the redecmed who feel the precious ef-
fects of regeneration, can ever while they remain in a body of sin and
death calculate the glorious consequences of redemption by Jesus. Oh!
thou blessed, gracious, dearest Lord Jesus! when shall I know to the full
thy loveliness, and the immense mercies thou hast accomplished for thy
people to the praise of thy Father’s grace, and the purchase of thy
blood? '

23 In the fifteenth year of Amaziah the son of
Joash king of Judah Jeroboam the son of Joash
king of Israel began to reign in Samaria, and reign-

ed forty and one years.

I cannot pass over this verse without remarking the name of this king
of Israel. One should have thought that the name of Jeroboam was
so detestable that it would have been shunned with horror.. Was it in
}oresumption, as if defying the Lord? Alas! to what a state of sin was

srael at this time reduced?

24 And he did that which was evil in the sight
of the Lorp: he departed not from all the sins of
Jeroboam the son of Nebat, who made Israel to
sin.

25 He restored the coast of Israel from the en-
tering of Hamath unto the sea of the plain, ac-
cording to the word of the Lorp God of Israel,
which he spake by the hand of his servant Jonah,
the son of Amittai, the prophet, which was of
Gathhepher.

26 For the Lorp saw the affliction of Israel,
that it was very bitter: for there was not any shut
up, nor any left, nor any helper for Israel.

27 And the Lorp said not that he would blot
Yo, III. Iz
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out the name of Israel from under heaven: but
“he saved them by the hand of Jeroboam the son
of Joash.

28 Now the rest of the acts of Jeroboam, and
all that he did, and his might, how he warred,
and how he recovered Damascus, and Hamath,
which belonged to Judah, for Israel, are they not
written in the book of the chronicles of the kings
of Israel. , \

29 And Jeroboam slept with his fathers, even
with the kings of Israel; and Zechariah his son

reigned in his stead.

Tﬁe most remarkable events here recorded are concerning the Lord’s
preserving mercy to Israel, who though giving them up to their enemies,
and about to suffer them when the time arrived to go into Babylen, yet
would still preserve them a name. Destoy it not, said he that looked
on, for there is still a blessing in it. Jesus, the promised seed, is in it.
Ol! precious truth ! Isaiah 1xv. 8. -And the ministry of tlle prophet Jo-
nah is worth regarding in this place, for he exercised his ministry about
this time. Though the book of his prophecy which the Holy Ghost
hath caused to be preserved in the church contains the account of his
commission to Nineveh only, yet we find from this chapter Jonah minis-
tered also to Israel. See Jonah Chap. i. to the end. But I beg the
Reader, in the perusal of this chapter, to mark the expression concern-
ing Israel’s misery. The Lord saw the affliction of Israel that it was
very greaf. Yes! their affliction was very great. But observe, there
is not a word said that their sorrow for sin, or their repentance for seeking
_pardon, was proportioned. Alas! alas! punishment, however extreme,
or sorrow, however aggravated, will leave the heart just where it found
it, as hardened as ever, unless the Lord gives repentance to Israel and
remission of sius.  Oh! precious Jesus! thou, that art exalted as a prince,
and a Saviour, bestow, Lord, those ascension-gifts upon my soul. Grant
e that true godly sorrew which worketh repentance to salvation not
o be repented of, and keep from me that sorrow of the world which
worketh death. 2 Cor. vii. 10, '

S ———
"REFLECTIONS.

BEHOLD, my soul, in the ruined state of Israel, which this chapter
presents to thy view, the sure consequence of sin and the evil thereof.
Who ever hardened himself against God, and prospered 1-Is this Isyacl
whom the Lord brought out of Kgypt; carried him on eagles’ wings ;
rained manna from heaven for his food, and gave water from the rock to
his thirst; led hiin by a pillar of a clond by day, and sheltered him in
a pillar of fire by night? 1s this the same? Alas? fiow is the gold become
dim! how isthe fine gold changed!

But behold also, niy soul, thie bowels of mercies of Israel’s covepant
6God. The Lord saw the uilliction of Isracl, And will not the Lord send-
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deliverance to his people? Yes! blessed be his name. The deliverance
is oply in him. He hath sent a Saviour, and a great one, and he hath
delivered them. Qh! for grace to receive Jesus, to believe in hlm, to
rest upon him, and on the bended knee, in transports of rejoicing, to
bless Giod for his unspeakeble gift!

CHAP. XV.

CONTENTS.

The history of Israel and Judah is carried on through this chapter.
And this is the period in whichthe prophets Hosea and Isaiah exercised
their ministry. Here is a succession of several kings both in Isracl
and Judah.

N the twenty and seventh year of Jeroboam
king of Israel began Azariah son of Amaziah
king of Jud'lh to reign.

2 Sixteen years old was he when he began to
rexofn and he reigned two and fifty years in » Jeru-
salem And his mother’s name was Jecholiah of
Jerusalem.

3 And he did that which was right in the sight
of the Loxrp, according to all that his fathw
Amaziah had done

4 Save that the hngh places were not removed:
the people sacrificed and burnt incense still on the
hmh places.

-5 ¢ And the Lorp smote the king, so that he

was a leper unto the day of his death and dwelt
in a several house. And Jotham the king’s son
was over the house judging the people ‘of the
land.

6 And the rest of the acts of Azariah, and all
that he did, are they not written in the book of the
chronicles of the kings of Judah?

7 So Azariah siept with his fathers ; and they
buried him with his fathers in the city of David:

and Jotham his son reigned in his stead.

The review of the parallel hlstory in the 2nd book of the Chronicles,
will form the best comment on the history of Azariah. Though it be
said he did that which was right in the sight of the Lord, it is 1ntended
by the expression only to imply that he did not abjure the worship of
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- the Lord God of Israel and set up idols. It should seem that his name
was more generally known by that of Uzzial, as he is uniformly called
in the Chronicles; and the leprosy with which he was smitten is theie
more particularly recorded. See 2 Chron. xxvi, throughout.

8 In the thirty and eighth year of Azariah king
of Judah did Zechariah the son of Jeroboam 1”610’11

over Israel in Samaria six months.

9 And he did that which was evil in the sight of
the Lorp, as his fathers had deone: he departed
not from the sins of Jeroboam the son of Nebat,
who made Israel to sin,

10 And Shallum the son of Jabesh conspired
against him, and smote him before the people,
and slew him, and reigned in his stead.

11 And the rest of the acts of Zechariah, be-
bold, they are written in the book of the chronicles
of the kings of Israel.

12 This was the word of the Lorp which he

, spake unto Jehu, saying, Thy sons shall sit on the
throne of Israel unto the fourth generation. And

- 80 it came to pass.

-13 Shallum the son of Jabesh began to reign in.
the nine and thirtieth year of Uzziah king of Ju-
dah: and he reigned a full month in Samaria.

14 For Wienahem the son of Gadi went up
from 'Tirzah, and came to Samaria, and smote
Shallum the son of Jabesh in Samaria, and slew
him, and reigned in his stead.

15 And the rest of the acts of Shallum, and his
conspiracy which he made, behold, they arewritten
in the book of the chronicles of the kings of Is-
rael.

16 Then Menahem smote Tiphsah, and all
that were therein, and the coasts thereof from Tir-
zah : because they opened not fo hum, therefore he .
smote #t; and all the women therein that were with
child he rlpped up.

17 In the nine and thirtieth year of Azariah
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king of Judah, began Menahem the son of Gadi
to remh over Israel, and reigned ten years in Sa-
maria.

18 And he did that which was evil in the sight of
the Lorp: he departed not all his days from the
sins of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, who made
Israel to sin. ‘

19 Anrd Pul the king of Assyria came against the
land : and Menahem gave Pul a thousand talents
of silver, that his hand might be with him to con-
firm the kingdom in his hand.

20 And Menahem exacted the money of Israel,
even of all the mighty men of wealth, of each man
fifty shekels of silver, to give to the king of As-
syria. So the king of Assyua, tarned back and
stayed not therein ‘the land.

21 And the rest of the acts of Menahem, and all
that he did, are they not written in the book of
the chr oniclés of the kings of Israel?

22 And Menahem slcpt with his fathers; and’
Pekahiah his son reigned 1 his stead.

23 In the fiftieth year of Azariah king of Judah
Pekahiah the son of Menahem bedan to reign
over Israel in Samaria, and reigned £Wo years.

24 And he did that which was evil in the sight of
the Lorp : he departed not from the sins of Je-
roboam the son of Nebat, who made Israel to
sin.

25 But Pekah the son of Remeliah, a captain
of his, conspired against him, and smote him in
Samaria, in the palace of the king’s house, with
Argob and Arieh, and with him ﬁtty men of the
Gileadites: and he killed him, and reigned in his
room.

26 And the rest of the acts of Pekahiah, and
all that he did, behold, they are written in the
book of the clnomdes of the kings of Israel. \
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27 In the two and fiftieth year of Azariah
king of Judah Pekah the son of Remaliah began
to reign over Israel in Samaria, and reigned twenty
ears. ‘

28 And he did that which was evil in the sight
of the Lorp: he departed not from the sins of Je-
roboam the son of Nebat who made Israel to sin.

29 In the days of Pekah king of Israel came
Tiglath-pileser king of Assyria, and took: Ijon,
and Abel-beth-maachah, and Janoah, and Kedesh,
and Hazor, and Gilead, and Galilee, and all the
land of Naphtali, and carried them captive to As-
syria. )

30 And Hoshea the son of Elah made a con-
spiracy against Pekah the son of Remaliah, and
smote him, and slew him, and reigned in his stead,

‘in the twentieth year of Jotham the son of Uz-
ziah.

31 And the rest of the acts of Pekah, and alk
that he did, behold, they are written in the hook
of the chronicles of the kings of Israel.

32 9 In the second year of Pekah the son of
Remaliah king of Israel began Jotham the son of
Uzziah king of Judah to reign.

33 Five and twenty years old was he when he
began to reign, and he reigned sixteen years in
Jerusalem. And his mother’s name was Jerusha,
the daughter of Zadok. ‘

34 And he did that which was right in the sight
of the Loro: he did according to all that his fa-
ther Uzziah had done.

35 Howbeit the high places were not removed :
the peeple sacrificed and burned incense still in the
high places. He built the higher gate of the house
of the Lorbp.

36 Now the rest of the acts of Jotham, and all
that he did, are-they not written in the book of
the chronicles of the kings of Judah?
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37 In those days the Lorp began to send
against Judah Rezin the king of Syria, and Pekah

the son of Remaliah.

I bring the whole into this compass, not only for the sake of brevity,
but because the observations which are suited to one reign more or less
will suit them ail. Shost as this chaptér is, the events of it include
a period of near 70 years; in which we have a succession of monarchs
shortt in their lives, short in their reign, and for the most part full of
evil. If the Reader feels disposed to examine into the length of each, a
short calculation will soon enable him to ascertain the whole. But what
1 would chiefly beg my Reader to remark on the occasion is, the good-
ness of the Lord in watching over Isracl, notwithstanding their rebel-
lion, by the ministry of his servants the proplets. Hosea’s whole vo-
lume is a succession of Sermons, delivered, as the title page tells us,
in the days of Uzziah and Jotham, Ahaz and Hezekiah, kings of Judah,
and in the days of Jeroboam, the son of Joash king of Israel. Hos.i. 1.
Isaiah prophesied at much the same time. Joel and Amos were also
contemporaries in this service. The Lord sest his servants rising early,
and speaking, though they would not hear; and therefore he brought
evil upon them in a progressive way, from one calamity to ano-
ther, until the captivity of Babylon, which put a period 1o the king-
doms of Israel and Judah. But Reader! one sweet thought ariseth to
relieve the mind of the believer under all; and that is, the ruin of
kingdoms, and monarchies, the putting down one and setting up an-
other, was all intended as preparatory to that glorious event when He
should come, whose kingdom should be an everlasting kingdom, and
his empire, which should never be destroyed. When by events the
most unpromising, and according to human ideas impossible, the stone
should be cut out of the mountain without hands; and the God of
heaven, even our I'ather, should raise up, in the house of David, his
Son Jesus, aud send him to bless his people in turning away every one
of them from their iniquities. Hail, blessed Jesus! in thee we see that
precious promise fulfilled ; In that day shall Israel be the third with

~ Egypt, and with Assyria, even a blessing in the midst of the land ;
whom the Lord of Hosts shall bless, sayiny, Blessed be Egypt, my
people, and Assyria, the work of my hands, and Israel mine inkerit-
ance. Dan. ii. 44, 45. Actsiii. 25, 26. Isaiah xix. 24, 25.

38 And Jotham slept with his fathers, and was
buried with his fathers in the city of David his fa-
ther: and Ahaz his son reigned in his stead.

! B . =

REFLECTIONS.

READER! can you review the successive history of these kings with-
out emotion! is there not here enough to teach any man, and every
man, the folly, emptiness, and unsatisfying nature of all human great-
ness void of the grace and favour of God? Is this all the history of
greatness that these men were born, that they began at such a period to
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reign, that they reigned so long, did evil for the most part in the sight
of the Lord, and at their death were succeeded by others! Alas, alas!
if this be the only arithmetic of human greatness, who would covet the
enVied purple, or look with longing desires to be among the higler ranks
of this lifc. .

Blessed Jesus! how sweetly in this instance, as in every other review
of the present circumstances of human life, doth thy person, and our
interest and relationship in thee, appear. Allied to thee, dearest Lord,
thy people are royal indeed ; for they are begotiten of God the Father,
the king of heaven, and earth, to an inheritance mcorruptible, and un-
defiled, and that fadeth not away: they are the children and brethren
of the Lord Jesus Christ, heirs of God, and joint-heirs with Christ;
and by the Holy Gliost made partakers of the divine nature, married
to Jesus, and entitled by him to all the portions and revenues of royalty,
and to a crown of glory hereafier that shall endure for ever. Reader!
pause and contemplate their privileges! Behold! see, even now,
amidst all the disadvantages of their earthly state, though poor in out-
ward circumstances, and the world owns them not, but their mother’s
children are angry with them; yet are they still but like the heirs of a
kingdom in disguise, going home to glory, and each one of them bears
the features, and resembles the children of a king. Their spirituak
clothing, like the king’s daughter, is all glorious within. The im-
puted righteousness of their husband and their Lord, is royal apparel
. indeed. Their provision in spirituals is all heavenly, being the bread
of God which came down from heaven, the flesh and blood of Jesus;
they ride moreover in the royal chariot of the Lord Jesus, the pillows
whereof are silver, the bottom thereof gold, the covering of it of purple,
and the midst thereof paved with love. They have a royal guard also
to attend and guard their persons, angels being their ministering servants,
and the Lord himself their God, their glory.

Think, then, ye bumble followers of the humble and lowly Jesus,
think of your high privileges in him, and his lawful right, who is the
Lord your righteousness. And if ye are indeed @ chosen generation, ¢
royal priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar people; shew forth the
praises of kim who called you out of darkness into his marvellous light.
Live as children of the Lord. Aud seeing that ye have received a king-
dom whick cannot be moved, let us have grace whereby we may serve
‘God acceptably with reverence and godly fear.

CHAP. XVIL

CONTENTS.

This chapter is wholly spent in recording the evil reign of Ahaz, king'
of Judah. The close of the chapter brings in a relief to the mind in
the introduction of his son Hezekiak, who succeeded him.

N the seventeenth year of Pekah the son of
Remaliah Ahaz the son of Jotham king of

Judah began to reign.
2 Twenty years old was Ahaz when he began to
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did Zhat whzch was right in the sight of the Lorp
his God, like David “his father, ..

3 But he walked in the way of the kings of
Israel, yea, and made his son to pass through the
fire, accondmo to the abominations of the h(,athen
whom the Lonrp cast out from before the children
of Israel.

4 And he sacrificed and burnt incense in the
high places, and on the hills, and under every

g reen tree.

What an awful account both the histories of Judah and Israel fur-
nish ! the succession of the kings, for the most part, is but a succession
of evil. ldolatry, during the reign of Ahaz, seems to have been ad-
vanced to its heighth.  The Reader will have a larger view of the im-
piety of Ahaz, if he consults and compares with what is related of himn
in the parallel history, in the 28th chapter of the 2d book of Chronicles.

5 Then Rezin king of Syria and Pekah son of
Remaliah king of Israel came up to Jerusalem to
war: and they bemeoed Abhaz, but could not.over~
come hin.

6 At that time Rezin king of Syrla recovered
Elath to Syria, and drave the Jews from Elath:
and the Syrians came to Elath, and dwelt there
unto this day.

7 So Ahaz sent messengers to Tiglathpileser
king of Assyria, saying, I am thy servant and thy
son : come up, and save me out of the hand of the
king of Syria, and out of the hand of the king of
Imel which rise up against me.

8 An.d Ahaz took the silver and gold that was
found in the house of the Lorp, and in the trea-
sures of the kings house, and sent i¢_for a plcscnt
to the king of Assyma

9 And the king of Assyria hearkened unto
him: for the kmw of Assyria went up against
Damascus, and took it, and carried ¢he peop/e of

it captive to Kir, and slew Rezin.
The prophet Isaiah hath given us an account of this transactien in the
Vou. IlI. K Kk

re(ij%, and reigned sixteen years in Jerusalem, and
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7th chapter of his.prophecy. The Reader will do well, therefore, to con-
sult the passage in Isaial’s writings. But what I Wou]d nmore pamcu-
Tarly Tequest the Reade? to observe in that chapter of the prophet is,
the very gracious message which the Lord at this time sent 1o Ahaz.,
Notwithstanding the daring impiety of this man, yet, as a:branch of the
house of David, the Lord sends to him a sign of his mercy in the pro-
mise of the Messiah. How gracious was it in the Lord to treat any
longer with such degenerate creatures! how increasingly gracious at such
a t)me to point to the remedy for sin in the promise of a Redeemer! and
how abundantly and astonishingly gracious thus to refresh the souls of
the people with the outlines of Jesus’s person and character. Reader!
I beseech you to turn to the account of it; Isaidh vii: 10—106. And
. when you have read of God’s grace, go on to read of his syre judgments
to the despisers of his mercy; verse 17 to the end.

10 And king Ahaz went to Damascus to meet
Tiglath-pileser kmw of Assyria, and saw an altar
that was at Damascus and king Ahaz sent to
Urijah the priest the fashion of the altar, and the
pattern. of it, according to all the workmanship
thereof.

11 Aund Urijah the priest ‘built an altar accord-
ing to all that king Ahaz had sent from Damascus:
S0 UllJ‘lh the pueat made 7 against kmo Ahaz
came from Damascus.

12 Aund when the king was come from Damas-
cus, the king saw the altar: and the king ap=
proached to the altar, and offered thereon.

13 And. he burnt his burnt offering and his
meat offering, and poured his drink offermw and
sprinkled the blood of his peace offerings, upon
the altar.

14 And he brouvht also the brazen:altar, which
was before the LORD, from the forefront of the
house, from between the altar and the house of
the Lorp, and put it on the north side of the
altar.

15 And king Ahaz commanded Urijah the
priest, saying, Upon the great altar burn the
morning l)urnt offering, and the evening meat
oifeungr and the king’s burnt sacrifice, and his
meat offering, with the burnt offering of all the
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people of the land, and their meat offering, and
their drink- offermos and sprinkle upon it all the
‘blood of the burnt offelmo -and all the blood of
the sacrifice: and the bmsen altar shall be for me
to enquire by.

16 Thus did Urijah the priest, according to all
that king Ahaz commanded.

17 9 And king Ahaz cut off the borders of the
bases, .and 1emoved the laver from off them ;. and
took down the sea from off the brasen oxen that
were under it, and put it upon a. pcwement of
stones.

18 And the covert for the sabbath that they
had built in the house, and the king’s entrv with-
out, turned he from the house of the Lorp fur
the king of Assyria.

19- 9] Now the rest of the acts of Ahaz which
he did, are they not written in the book of ‘the
chronicles of the kings of Judah? '

20 And Ahaz slept with his fathers, and was
buried with his fathers in the city of David: and
Hezekiah his son reigned in his stead.

- T inelude the whole of the remamder of the life of Ahaz in one view,
because it only léads the mind to discover the progress of his impiety
until the measure of it was full. Reader! can. we contemplate, without
horror, the daring conduct of this man, after so gracious 2 message as he
recelved from God to go and take the copy of an idolatrous altar from
among the heathen dunghill gods of Damascus. We hardly meet with
a parallel instance of wickedness among all the kings of Israel and Ju-
dah. And what a wretched, worthless, time-serving priest must have
been this Urijah! Alas! As with, the peoplé, so with the priest. As with
the servant, so 'unth his master ; the lund is utter i/emptieal, and utterly
spoiled. - Isalah xxiv. 2, &c. If the Reader will consult Fsaiah’s pro-
. phecy, in severhl places he will see how the prophet bewails the sad times
of degeneracy in Ahaz’s reign. Isaiah xiv. 24—28,
R ————
REFLECTIONS.

How painful a thought is it to behold in this history of Israel and
Judah the sad proofs of a fallen state! whether we read of one king or
another, the general features of all are the sdime; Al have sinned and
come short of God’s glory! But with what increased distress do we be-
bold in the priests of God, as in this awfal character of Urijah, the

Kxk?¢
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dreadful apostacy of mankind! and in the end, what must be the awful
consequence. fBegin at my sanctuary, saith God in his Judgmen’rq.
-And if judginent beom at the house of God, what must the end be of
them that obey not the gospel of Jesus?  For if ‘the’ righteous scarcely
be saved, where shal the ungodly and the sinner appear? Ye ministers of
Jesus, thmk of these things. And dare be zealous for God’s honour and
glory, though it expose you to the hatred and anger of men.

Bat how is my soul relieved from contemplating sueh a king as Ahaz,
and such an High Priest as Urijah, in calling to mind the prophet’s com-
mission when sent to Abaz to proclaim fo him the appreach of that
hour, when the Lord would fulfil that promise of raising up to himse!f a
talthf'ul priest, who should'do according to what was in the heart of ihe
Lord. Precious Jesus! thou art indeed a priest upon thy throne. And
all the lmplety of Ahaz, and the worthlessness of Url]ah, I would lose
sight of in thy faithfuluess and truth. Thou art the very one which the
Lord gave as a sign to Ahaz: thou art Immanuel, God with us, God in
onr nature, the hope of glory! Blessed assurdnce' for, as God the work
of redcmptmn is neither too great, nor too heavy, for thee; and as man,
God dwelling with us, and being one in our nature, thou wilt be on our
side, and both accomplish and render effectual the salvation thou hast
undertaken. So that we may cry out, If God be for us who shall be
against us? 1t is God that justifieth, who'is he that condemneth? It is
Christ that died ; yea rather, that is risen again, who is even at the right.
hand of God. Nothing therefore shall be “able tg separate us from the
love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Loxd ! .

C H AP. XVII. '
CpNTEN’[S . :

This chapter velales to the histery of the keingdom of I‘ai‘aez' Hoseas
wicked reign is.recorded, and which texminates the Isvaelitish kingdom ;
Jor the mpl wity. takes place in the destruction, of Samaria, after a
period of abowt 260 years. - 4 mwtwe of religions takes place also on
the event of the captivity. R b o

EN the twelfth year of Ahaz ]\m@ of Judah be-
_ gan Hoshea the son of Jlah’ 10 1emn in Sa-
mana over Israel nine years. . ici ,

2 And he drd that which was evil in the swht of
Lhe Lorp, but not.as the kings of st ael ﬂ]at were
hefmc him. '

3 Against him came up-Shalmaneser Lmd of
ﬂssyria, and Hoshed becainn¢ his selvant “and
gave him presents.’ *°

4 And the king of Aséyna found compu‘acy in
Hoshea : for he had sent messengers to So king.of
¥eypt, and brouglit: no' present- to -the king of

SR 4
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Assyria, as he had done year by year: therefore the
king of Assyria shut him up, and bound him in
prison.

5 4 Then the king of Assyria came up
throughout all the land, “and went up. to Samaria,
and besieged it three years.

6 In the ninth year of Hoshea the king of
Assyria took Samaria, and carried Israel away
into Assyria, and placed them in Halah and in
Habor by the river of Gozan, and in the cities of

the Medes.
< The Reader will do well, while reading this chapter, to keep in view
what the prophets have said concerning the events recorded in those
days. The prophets Isaiah and Hosea particularly merit our closest at-
tention. The latter, in his first and second chapters, hath woefully des-
eribed this unchurching of Israel; and at the same time comforted the
chosen of the Lord with the sure prospects of their becoming a church
again. God had indeed called them by the prophet, Lo-ammi, as being
no longe1 his people, but he still promised that after he had brought
them into the wilderness, and pleaded with them there, they should be -
again the Ammi, the beleved of the Lord. Let the Reader study those
sweet chapters while looking at this history of Israel, and indced the
whole of Hosea’s pr ophecy, 2l of which must have been delivered be-
fore the captivity. = The siege of three years before Samaria was
taken, ‘seemed to speak God’s xductancy to give them up; How shail T
rive thee up, Ephraim? How shall I deliver thee, Israel? Fosea xi. 8.
{f the Reader be :not thoroughly acquainted with the history of this
gvent of the captivity of Israel, it may not be amiss to obserye, that the
(cn tribes which constituted the kingdom of Israel, were all carried away
T this captivity ; and though o doubt many of each tribe, as individuals,
have been gathered from the generul loss, yet uever to this hour have
they letumed They gre scattered, and perhaps (iispustd in every
county under heaven, “yét a time is promised when the deliverer shuil
aride from Zum, and to whom, as the glorious Shilob, /e gathering of
the, people shall be.  But from the period of this captivity ail the trlbes,
except Judah gnd Levi, were taken away and unchurched. Let the
Reader - Consult - thdse preious scnpiures which foretel their recovely
Hosea iii. 4, 5, - Rom. xi. 15, 20. - Rev. vii. 4, 8. oot

7 For so it was, that the children of Israel had
sinned against the Lorp their God, which had
brought them up out of the land of Edypt from
under the hand of Pharaoh king of Egypt, and
had feared other oaﬁs, ;

8 And walk ed in the statutes of the, heathen,
whom the Lord cast out from before the children
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of Israel, and of the kmws of Israel,: Whl(,h they
had made.

9 And the children of Israel did secretly those
things that were not right against the Lorp their
God, and they built them hwh places in ail their
cities, from the tower of the watchmen to the
fenced city. :

10 And they sct them up images 'md groyes i
every high hill, and under every green tree:

1 And there they burnt incense in all the high
places, as did the heathen whom the Lorp carried
away before them; and wrought wicked thmas to
provoke the Lorp to anger: .

12 For they served 1dols whereof the Lorp had
said unto them, Ye shall not do this thing.

13 Yet the Lorp testified against;lsrae], and
against Judah, by all the prophets, and by all the
seers, saying, Turn ye from your evil ways,
and keep my commdndments and my statutes ac-
cording to.all the law which I commanded your
fathers, and which T sent to you by my servants
the prophets. =

14 Notwithst ahdmo thcy would not hear, but
hardened their neck%, like to the neck of theit
fathers, that-did not beheve in the LORD their
God.

15 And they rejected Ius statutes, and lns cove-
nant.that he made with their fathers, and his tes-
timonies which he testified against them; and they
followed vanity, and became vain, and went aftér
the heathen that were round about them, concern-
ing whom the Lorp had charged them, that they
should not do like them.

16 And they left all the commandments of the
Lorbp their God, and made them molten images,
even two calves, and made a grove, and wor-
shlppcd all the host of heaven; and served Baal.
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17 And they caused thexr sons and their daugh-
ters to pass through the fire, and used divination
and enchantments, and sold themselves to do evil
in the sight of the Lorp, to provoke him to
anger

18 Therefore the Lorp was very angry with
Israel, and removed them out of his sight: there
was pone left but the tribe of Judah only

19 Also Judah kept not the commandments of
the Lorbp their God, but walked in the statutes of
Israel which they made

90 And the Lorp rejected all the seed of Israel,
and afflicted them, and delivered them into the
hand of spoilers, until he bad cast them out of his

sight.

21 For he rent Israel from the house of David;
and they made Jeroboam the son of Nebat ]\1“0"
and Jeroboam drave Israel from following the
Lorbp, and made them sin a great sin.

22 For the children of Israel walked in all the
sins of Jeroboam which he did; they departed not
from them. .

23 Until the Lorp removed Israel out of his
sight, as he had said by all his servants the pro-
phets. So was Israel carried away out of their own
Jand to Assyria unto this day.

Though the Lord is not accountable to any of his creatures for what
he doth ; vet is he graciously pleased to manifest the equity of his deal-
ings, and to prove, even to the conviction of the sinner himself, that the
Lord is righteous in all his ways, and holy in all his works. He appeals,
by his servants the prophets, to the minds of men, in proof of this. It
was not the king of Assyria that could have ruined Israel, had not the
Lord commissioned him. The Assyrian (as Isaiah saith) was the rod
of his anger, and the staff in the Assyrian’s hand was the indignation of
the Lord. It was the Lord that sent the Assyrian against Israel, as an
hypocritical nation ; and it was the Lord which gave Jucob to the spoil,
and Israel to the robbers, against whom Israel had sinned. See Isaiah
X. 5, 6. lsaiah xlil. 24, 25. Reader! while you peruse these solemn
scriptures, and behold God’s just judgments executed upon his own
people; read with trembling. Though God hath promised in covenant
engagements by his dear son, the Lord Jesus Christ, that the redeemed
shall not be cast off for ever; yet the seed of Jesus, if they break his
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laws, and keep not his commdndments, the Lord will visit their offences
with ¢ rod, and their sins with scourges. Psalm Ixxxix. 30—32. I
do not find in the whole bible a proiise to give encouragenent to a
loose and careless life. But on the comtrary, though the church of .
Christ must stand and shall prevail against all opposition, yet that church
may be taken from one spot to flourish more in another. The golden
candlestick is a moveable thing in the Lord's house. Rev. ii. 5.

24 4 And the kmw of Assyria brought men
from Babylon, and from Cuthah, and from Ava,”
and from Hamath, and from Sepharvaim, and
placed them in the cities of Samaria instead of the
children of Israel: and they possessed Samaria,
and dwelt in the cities thereof.

25 And so it was at the beginning of their dwell-
ing there, that they feared not the Lorp : therefore
the Lorp sent lions among them, which slew some -
of them.

26 Wherefore they spake to the king of Assyria,
saying, The nations which thou hast removed,
and placed in the cities of Samaria, know not the
manner of the God of the land: therefore he hath
sent lions among them, and, behold, they slay
them, because they know not the manner of the
God of the land.

27 Then the king of Assyria commanded, say-
ing, Carry thither one of the priests whom ye
br mwht from thence ; and let them go and dwell
thcxc and let him teach them the manner of the
God of the land.

28 Then onc of the priests whom they had car-
ried away from Samaria came and dwelt in Beth-
el, and taught them how they should fear the
Lorp.

29 Howbeit every nation made ("Od‘a of their
own, and put them in the houses of the high places
which the Samaritans had made, every nat:on m
their cities wherein they dwelt.,

30 And the men of Babylon made Succoth-
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benoth, and the men of Cuth made Nergal, and
-the men of Hamath made Ashima,

31 And the Avites made Nibhaz and Tartak,
and the Sepharvites burnt their children in fire to
-Adrammelech and Anammelech, the gods of

Sepharvaini. ‘

32 So they feared the Lorp, and made unto
themselves of the lowest of them priests of the
high places, which sacrificed for them in the houses
of the high places.

33 They feared the Lorp, and served their
_own gods, after the manner of the nations whom
they carried away from thence.

34 Unto this day they do after the former
manuers: they fear not the Lorp, neither do they
after their statutes, or after their ordinances, or
after the law and commandment which the Lorp
commanded the children of Jacob, whom he named
Israel ; "

35 With whom the Lorp had made a cove-
nant, and charged them, saying, Yeshall not fear
other gods, nor bow yourselves to them, nor serve
them, nor sacrifice to them:

36 But the Lorp, who brought you up out of
the land of Egypt with great power and a
stretched out arm, him shall ye fear, and him
shall ye worship, and to him shall ye do sacrifice.

37 And the statutes, and the ordinances, and
the law, and the commandment, which he wrote
for you, ye shall observe to do for evermore; and
ye shall not fear other gods. :

38 And the covenant that I have made with
yox; ye shall not forget ; neither shall ye fear other
gods.

39 But the Lorbp your God ye shall fear; and
he shall deliver you out of the hand of all your

enemies.,
Vo, HL L
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40 Howbeit they did not hearken, but they did
after their former maunner.

41 So these nations feared the Lorp, and
served their graven images, both their children,
and their children’s children: as did their fathers,

so do they uuto this day. .

See, Reader! the awful desolation of Samaria! Tsrael would not love
her one true and most gracious God, and a God in covenant with her;
therefore she shall here set up a multitude of dunghill gods, as Moses
described them, that newly came up, whom their fathers feared not,
aud had existence before them. Reader! is it possible to behold the
human mind capable of such a degradation, and not be convinced of the
universal ruin and fall of our nature? Deut. xxxii, 17. Hosea x.
1—38, ’

P e - o ]
REFLECTIONS.

PAvsE, my soul, over this chapter, amd behold the awful visitations
of God upon his own people. Well may every truly awakened soul
take part in what he reads here, and tremble lest, for the wickedness of
our own laund, the Lord should send similar judgments. Are we better
than they? (saith the apostle upon an occasion not unlike this) No, in
no wise. For he hath before concluded all under sin. And though
from the relation God the Father stands in to his people in his dear
Son; though from the ransom he hath received from our Ahnighty
Surety, the everlasting welfare of the regenerate is secure; yet for the
honour of his holy name, to prevent the abuse of his covenant-mercy,
and for the holiness of his nature, God will correct (and to what extent
who shall say) the unhumbled state of his people in their sins and trans-
gressions. ‘

Reader! are you a real follower of the Lord Jesus Christ? Hath the
Holy Ghost convinced yon of sin, of righteousness, and of judgment?
Hath he led you to the precious Jesus for the whole of your salvation?
And if so; can you be unmoved in the view of the present state of the
church in this highly favoued land, and behold the languishing condi-
tion of Zion among us, unconcerned. How did holy men of old feel on
such occasions? My flesh irembleth (saith one of them) for fear of thee,
and Iam afraid of thy judgments! For these things (saith another)
L weep, mine eyes run down with teers. When I heard (saith a third)
my belly trembled, my lips quivered at ithe voice: rottenness entered
into my bones. Are.yon unmoved! Oh! for grace from him who
hath the residue of the Spirit, to be earnest in prayer with him for his
sparing mercy!

Precious Jesus! where shall we flee, to whom shall we come, but to
thee? We are indeed a guilty, sinful land, a wretched, unworthy
people. We are sadly gone away from thee. We are a race of evil-
doers, children that are corrupters. We have siuned, what shall we say,
O thou Preserver of men? But, Lord, help us to return, Let thy grace
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mduce, in all ranks, a spirit of reform. OI! thou exalted Prince and
Saviour! pour out thine ascension gifts of repentance. and remission of
sins. DBring us before thee, looking with au eye of faith to thy blcod,
beholding thee as the Lamb that hath been slain, and weaiing thy
Priesthiood still.  And oh! be thou very jealous for this land, and heal
thy people. Come, gracious Lord, return to thy people with pardons
to bless, with grace to purify, with love to allure; and draw our hearts
unto thee. And let us hear those soul reviving words; I @m returred
Lo the British Jerusalem in mercy. Then may our souls answer to the
words of thy grace, and say; [Vho is ¢ God like unte thee, that par-
doneth iniquity, and passelk by the transgression of the remnant of
his hemtage The Lord will not retain his anger for ever, because he
delighteth in mercy. He will turn again. e will have compassion
upon us. He will subdue our iniquitics: and thou wilt cast all our

sins into the depths of the sea. Thow wilt perform the truth to Jacob,

and the mercy to Abraham, w/uclz thou hast sworn unto our jat‘lms
Jrom the duys of old.

CHAP. XVIIL
CONTENTS,

This chapteo ‘contains the account of Hezekiah, and his good reign.
His destruction of idolatry. A further account of the captivity of the
people of Lsrael. The chapler, aﬂu this, returns-to the relation qf the
history of Hezekiah. Jerusalem is beszgged by Sennacherib.

NO\V it came to pass in the third year of
Hoshea son of Elah king of Israel, #haus
Hezekiah the son of Ahaz king of Judah began to
1uorn ‘
2 T'wenty and five years old was he when he

began to reign; and he reigned twenty and nine

years in Jerusalem. His mother’s name also was

Abi, the daughter of Zechariah.

3 And he did that which was right in the swht
of the Lorp, according to all that David lns fd-
ther did.

4 9 He removed the high places, and Dbrake
the unaoes, and cut down the groves, and brake
in pieces 'the brasen serpent that \Imes had made:
for-unto those days the children of Israel did burn
incense to it: and he called it Nehushtan.

5 He trusted in the Lorp God of Isracl;
that after him was none like him among all the

Kings of Judah, nor any that were before him.
Lue
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6 For he clave to the Loro, and departed not
from following him, but kept his commandments,
which the Lorp commanded Moses.

7 And the Lorp was with him; and he pros-
pered whithersoever he went forth: and he re-
belled against the king of Assyria, and served him

not. :

The Reader should earcfully kecp in view, in order to have a clear
apprehension of those historical parts of the Bible, that the history of
the two kingdoms, Israel and Judah, is so incorporated in ene and the
saje chapter, that, unless properly attended to, an ordinary Reader will
find himself frequently at a loss to distnguish. In the preceding
thapter we were called upon to notice the lustory of Israel, and there
we read the end of it, as a kingdom, in Samaria being taken, and the
people carried away captive. We are now led to the history of Judah,
and Hezekiah, the good king, is brought before us in the account of
his reign.  One of the most inter esting remarks in the opening of his
history is, that notwithstanding the wonthlessness of his fathers, Ahaz,
and Urijeh, the piety of Hezekiah felt no check. The Holy Ghost
places him in the highest rank.. No king in Judah ever equalled him.
But while we pay ail due respect to so illustrious a character, lét us not
fail to keep in view the cause. Is it not God that worketh in his
people, both to will and to do of his good pleasure? Holy Spirit! to
thee, would I look, as the first predisposing cause of all grace. We
bless thee, Lord, for the gift. Aud we bless thee that thou hast given
us to discover thy gracious hand in it.  And we desire that all the glory
quay be thine. The destruction of the brazen serpent, may ptl‘hdps
need some little explanation. It was Moses that erected it: it
was of divine appointment: and it had a blessed reference to Jesus.
‘Bee Numb. xxi. 7—9. compared with John 1i. 14, 15.  But 1 refer the
Reader for observations on this to the Commentary on the 2ist of
Numbers.  In process of time, the children of Israel, for«remng
that it was only typlt:d] and as a commemoration -of mercres, made
it an idol of worship. Hezekiab, therefore brake it in pieces, proving
thereby,. that it was I\ !wshlan, that is nothing bit brass.—How de-
lightful an account that is; the Lord was with Hezekiah, and pros-
pered him. Blessed Jesus! remember thy sweet promise of being al-
ways with thy people. Oh! what a cluster of promises to, this ef{ect
hast thon given in those words, Reader, pray turn to, them: Matt
xxviil. 20.  John xiv. 23, 26.

8 ITe smote the Philistines," even unto 'Gaza,
and the borders thereof, from the tower of tlie
watchmen“té the fenced city. :

9 4 And it came to pass in the fourth ; year of
king Hezckiah, which was the seventh year of
Foushea-son of Ilhh king of Israel, f}zat Shalma-
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neser king of Assyiria came up against Samaria,
and besieged it.

10 And at the end of three years they took it:
cven in the sixth year of Hezekiah, that is the
ninth year of Hoshea king of Israel, Samaria was
taken.

11 And the king of Assyria did carry away
Israel unto Assyna, and put them in Halah and
in Habor by the river of Gozan, and ia the city of
the Medes:

12 Because they obeyed not the voice of the
Lowrp their God, but transgressed his covenant,
and all that Moses the servant of the Lord com-

manded, and would not hear them, nor do them.
This is a kind of parenthesis to what went before, and what follows:
for it repeats what the former chapter 1elated, the capture of Samaria;
and is no further connected with the history of Judah, than as it shews,
from the success the king of Assyria had obtained over Israel, it
opened, as he thought, an easier way to the destruction of Judah.

13 Now in the fourteenth year of king Hezekiah
did Sennacherib king of Assyria come up against
all the fenced citics of Judah, and took them.

14 And Hezekiah king of Judah sent to the king
of Assyria to Lachish, saying, I have offended
return from me: that which thou puttest on me
will I bear. And the king of Assyria appointed
unto Hezekiah king of Judah threc hundred ta-
lents of sitver-and thirty talents of gold.

: 15 And Hezekiah gave lim all the silver that
was found in the house of the Lorp, and in the
treasures of the king’s house.
16 At that time did Hezekiah cut off the gold
rom the doors of the temple of the Lorp, and
from the pillars which Hezekiah king of Judah had
overlaid, and pave it to the king of Assyria.

 This Sennacherib must have been the successor to Shalmaneser.
And perhaps his victory over Samaria prowpted him to suppose, that he
shouald be conqueror of Jerusalem. And though it is said the Lord

prospered Hezekialy whithersoever he went, yet we find the Lord was
pleased; in the openiug of this sicgé, to give Sennacherib a temporary

/
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triumph, with a'view {o a more signal display of his own Almighty power,
in the salvation of his servant, and his people. Reader! it is one of
the Lard’s unsual plans of mercy, for the exercise of his peoples’ faith,
and for the manifestation of his own grace and love, to let us see what
poor creatures we are, and should for ever remaiu, but for him. Poor
Hezekiah needed this lesson, it seems; for when the Lord permitted
this enemy to triumph a little, instead of looking to the Lord, lie made a
pitiful compromise, and bought off the foe with a present, Alas! what
poor creatures we are! ‘

17 And the king of Assyria sent Tartan aud
Rabsaris and Rab-shakeh from Lachish to king
Hezekiah with a great host against Jerusalem.
And they went up and came to Jerusalemm. And
when they were come up, they came and stood by
the conduit of the upper pool, which s in the high-
~way of the fuller’s ficld.

18 And when they had called to the king, there
came out to them Eliakim the son of Hilkiah,
which was over the household, and Shebna the
scribe, and Joah the son of Asaph the recorder.

19 And Rab-shakeh said unto them, Speak ye
now to Hezekiah, Thus saith the great king, the
king of Assyria, What confidence is this wherein
thou trustest?

20 Thou sayest, (but they are bu! vain words,)

" 1 have counsel and strength for the war. ' Now on
whom dost thou trust, that thou rebellest against
me’ ‘ . L

21 Now, behold, thou trustest upon the staff of
this Druised recd, even upon Egypt, on which if a
man lean, it will go into his band, and pierce it:
so zs Pharaoh king of Egypt unto all that trust on
him. ] :

22 But if ye say unto me, We trust in the
Lorp our God: i not that he, whose high places
and whose altars Hezekiah hath taken away, and

Jhath said to Judah and Jerusalem, Ye shall wor-
ship before this altar in Jerusalen? ‘

23 Now therefore, I pray thee, give pledges to
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my lord the king of Assyria, and I will deliver thee
two thousand horses, if thou be able on thy part to
set riders upon them.

24 How then wilt thou turn away the face of one
captain of the least of my master’s servants, and
put thy trust on Egypt for chariots and for horse-
men?

25 Am I now come up without the Lorp
against this place to destroy it? The Lorp said to

me, (o up against this land, and destroy it.

Hezekiah is soon taught what a base wretch he had to do with, who
not enly took Hezekiab’s gold, and then tnrned against him, with more
force, in the perfidy of his heart, but even charged Hezekiah with rob-
bery, for taking the gold to give him from the house of the Lord. The
Reader will do no violence to the scripture of this history, if he spi-
ritualizes the whole of this blasphemer’s speech, as the language of the
devil, in his temptations of our poor nature. Doth he not in effect say
the same thing, and pretend, when he transforms himself into anangel of
light, that he hath his commission from the Lord ?

26 Then said Eliakim the son of Hilkiah, and
Shebna, and Joah, unto Rab-shakeh, Speak, I
pray thee, to thy servants in the Syrian language ;
for we understand #: and talk not with usin the
Jews’ language in the ears of the people that are
on the wall. ~ ~

27 But Rab-shakeh said unto them, Hath my
master sent me to thy master, and to thee, to
speak these words? Aath he not sent me to the men
which sit on the wall, that they may eat their own
dung, and drink their own piss with yow?

28 Then Rab-shakeh stood and cried with a
!oud voice in the Jews’ language, and spake, say-
ing, Hear the word of the great king, the king
of Assyria;

29 Thus saith the king, Let not Hezekiah de-
ceive you: for he shall not be able to deliver you
out of his hand :

30 Neither let TIezekiah make you trust in the
lomp, saying, The Lorp will surely deliver us,
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and this city shall not be delivered into the hand
of the king of Assyria.

31 Hearken not to Hezekiah: for thus saith
the king of Assyria, Make an agrecment with me
by a plesent and come out to me, and hen eat ye
every man of his own vine, and every one of his
fig-tree, and drink ye every one the waters of his
cistern:

32" Until 1 come and take you away to a land
like your own land, a land of corn and wine, a
fand of bread and vineyards, a land of oil olive
and of honey, that ye may live, and not die: and

-hearken not unto Hezekiah, when he persuadeth
you, saying, The Lorp will deliver us.

33 Hath any of the gods of the nations deli-
vered at all his land out of the hand of the king
of Assyria?

34 Where are the gods of HHamath, and of Ar-
pad? where are the gods of Sepbarvalm, Hena,
and Ivah? have they delivered Samaria out of
mine hand?

35 Who are they among all the gods of the
countries, that have delivered their ¢ ‘ountly out
of mine hand, that the Lorbp should deliver Jeru-

“salem out of mine hand?

The modest request of Hezekial's servants to speak in the Syrian lan-
guage, meetingwith such contempt, may serve to teach us how confident of
success the bl(xsphemei was. Andit only serves to heighten the triumph
of Hezekiah the more. It is hardly possxble to determine whether this
second speech of Rab-shakeh exceeded most in lies or blasphemy. THe
might perh‘ips with truth, laugh at the king of Judab’s military prepa-
ration, or his uqkendamc upon T ‘gypt. Anarm of fleshisa poor security,
at the best of times.  But his trust in the God of the armies of heaven,
for this impious wretch to defy! what an.awf{ul instance of the most ar-
rant blasphemy was this! And to charge Hezekiah with destroying the
altars of God, when in truth, the pious king had beea only throwing down
the altars of idolatry, in honor of the true Ged was as base a falsehood.
But Reader! what awful characters do such men afford, who come for-
ward to oppose God, and his people. Here was a new lemoh started
up, to the terror of God's people, for a season, but principally, and
finally for the dis phv of God'sglory. Pause in like manner over all the
tumpo:ary triumphs of the usgodly.  Upon every occaswn of thls sort
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whether as it refers to your own history, or to the circumstances of the
church of Jesus, I love to read the 37th Psalm.

36 But the people held their peace, and an-
swered him not a word: for the king’s command-
ment was, saying, Answer him not.

37 Then came Ehakim-the son of Hilkiah,
which was over the household, and Shebna the
scribe, and Joah the son of Asaph the recorder,
to Hezekiah with their clothes rent, and told him
the words of Rab-shakeh. :

How delightful it is to do as the servants of Hezekiah did upon various
#rials ; keep silence.  In your patience (saith our dear Lord) possess ye
ybur souls. The rented garment and the sprinkled ashes, were tokens of
real sorrow. In‘the gospel it is the broken and the contrite heart,
‘sprinkled with the bleod of Chyist. .

REFLECTIONS.

THERE are many improving observations which arise out of this chap-
ter. In the first place, 1 would call npon the Reader to remark with me,
that though Hezekiah is said to have been the best of all the kings of
Judah, yet Hezekiah was not without his afflictions. We see in the very
midst of attempting the reformation of the people, and the abolishing of
idols, the Lord permits an idolatrons prince not only to come against
him, but for a time to succeed. Reader! it is so, it must be so, in the
life of grace. Faith must be exercised, that it may be more precious than
gold that perisheth, Jesus saith, as many as Ilove, I rebuke and chas-
ten. Lord! I would say in answer, spare not thy rebukes, nor suffer
thy child to be spoiled for want of the rod, when thy wisdom seeth it
necessary. But oh? thou, most blessed Lord, give me the penetrating
eye to discover, under all the frowns of thy providence, the sweet smiles
of thy love. Andlet my faith be always alive, in full exercise, o be look-
ing forward to that happy period, when thy child shall leave the school
of learning, to rest in thybosom in the full enjoyment of the knowledge
and perfect love of thee, for ever. . :

, I would learn, in the next place, from the trial of good king Hezekiah,
that, as this world is not the believer’s home, so his security from trial
is never over, until he arrives safe at his Father’s house. My soul, was
it not a precious mercy in the Lord, to take off Hezekiah’s mind from
all confidence in creatures, when he was thus feelingly taught o put no
confidence in princes? Poor Hezekiah thought to buy the friendship
«of the king of Assyria with a present, and therefore sent him the silver
and the gold which he had for this purpose. It is very true the childxen of
God consider, or ought to consider, gold, silver, and precious stones, as
objects of no value; and would gladly part with them, if this would make

. carnal men, less angry. Butthe Lord will not allow any temporizing.
How often would my soul have purchased peace with the wicked at al-
most any rate, if I might enjoy Jesus unmolested! But this is the

Vour. 1. MM
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believers' motto’s If any will livé godiy in Christ Jesus, he shall suffer
persecution. Thisshould wave in the stahdard of the Christian in his holy
war. Dearest, blesséd- Jesus! hast thou:said ; in the world ye shail
have tribulation’?- And hath my foolish heart, in order to stand fair with
the world, sought a shelter from it? - Oh! my Lord, hencéforth let the
world frown, so thon but smile: let the Rab-shakehs of the present hour
utter their reproaches, and pour farth all their contempt, so thou but
grant me that unspeakable blessing: “Jn me ye shall have peace. By
taith in thee I <hall overcome the world; and from confidence in thee I
shall rejoice; and my joy no man take from me, v
In the last place, Reader, let you and I.learn from this interesting
chapter, to hold our peace, and in our patience to passess our souls,
when for a moment the ungodly seem to triumph.: Itis but a seeming
_triumph, and like the crackling of thoras under the poti-. Yes! blessed
Jesus ! my soul wonld wait at thy footstool in silence, and ‘in patient wait-
ing would I be found. 1 know there is -One at-themercy-seat, whom
the Father heareth alway. There I rest my ground of acceptance
only in Jesus. He will plead my cause, and bring me forth in the path
" of righteousuess, for his name’s sake. Oh! the relief my soul feels,
~gven in the waiting. Heavenly Lord! thiou hast fulfilled, thou wilt fulfil
that promise : He giveth power to the faint y and to them that have no
might, he increaseth strength, Even the youths shall faint, and the
young men shall utterly fall. But they that wait upon the Lord shall
renew their strength; they shqll mount up with wings as eagles: they
shall run and not be weary, and they shall wallk and not faint.

CHAP. XIX.

CONTENTS.

This chapter relates the effect Rab-shakel’s blasphemy had upon
_the mind .of Hezekiah, when it wasreported to him. He sendsto desire
an interest in the prayers of the prophet Isaiah. Isaiak’s answer. Sen-
nacherib sends a renewed message of insolence to Hezekiah. The king
goes up into the house of the Lord, lays it before the Lord, and pra_wjeth.
The Lovd, by his servant Isaiah, comforts him, and sends an angel to

. the destruction of the Assyrians. Senndcherib is slain by his sons.

ND it came to pass, when king Hezekiah

X heard #, that he rent his clothes, and covered

himself with sackcloth, and went inta the house
of the Lorp. S ‘

Ifthe Reader will turn to the parallel history of this memorable event,

_as it is reliearsed in the 2d béok of the Chronicles, chap. xxxii. 18,
" he will thert find that Hezekiah has been consulting with an arm of flesh,
and taking counse] with his princes;.how to counteract the stratagem of
“'the king of Assyria. But here we find the pious king got back to the
right path of duty, and of safety. He is here beautifully represented as
.going to the Lord. Reader! mark it down. Ifwe begin with the Lord,
and his strength, and his Arm, which is Jésus, then the Lord will bless
instruments to our deliverance, and safety, But if, like Hezekiah, we
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ﬁ::s?y{);g;;in .tl;c ﬁgﬁs!], it ;s z‘t‘\.mgr‘py if the Lord étripﬁ u; of axllwlmo};l:il’opgs‘,’
i “oder 'to shew ‘us' where” ouf” sirengthi lies, Sweetty, dearest Lord,
dost'thion t@ﬁk‘:h‘o_ﬁi;’f)'.{)ﬁ“’qaturg these'precious thmgs“ iéﬁ%aig xxvil. 5.
2.2 And. hie sent.Ehakim, which.wasover the
household, and Shebna the scribe, and the elders
ofithe priests, ‘coveied 'with. sackcloth, 40 Isaiah
thee prophet the sontof Amoz. . .« 70 -

3 ‘And they said unto/Him;, Thus saith Hezeki-
ah, This dayisa day vof troable, “and “of ?ﬁfébuke,
and blaspheiny : for the'children are.come to the
birth, and #here isinot strength o bring forth. -

4 It may be the Lorp thy God will hear all
N e Lepachiy 1. . T s Y,
the words of ‘Rab-sakeh, whom the king of As-
syria his master. hath'sent fo, ¥¢proach the living
Gndla;l and 'will reprove the words which:the Lorp
thy God hath heard: wherefore lift up #hy prayer
for the remnant.that are left. . P

. Nothing.ean' be more interesting than this view of Hezekiah and his

court. He sends his servants to seek an interest in the prayers of the
prophit.’ "Biit' he' goes hinaself to the Lord. Ministers, fithfiil minis-
ters thaysbé ihelpful with their prayers,.and those of the church;’ but the
poor soul hastens, away himself also to Jesus. There is another great
beatit”y‘in'tjne'subjéct‘ of the prayer desired. Lift up thy prayer for the
remnant: that''ave left. Ten tribes of Jacob were already in captivity,
and Judaly wasjinviminent. dauger. Reader! such is the church of Jesus.
A remnant according to grace, Oh! for fervent, earnest, Jacob-like
wrestling with our God in prayer, for the remnant of the Lord’s heritage
now ! * Why, Lord, should thine heritage bé put to confusion?

5 So-the servants of king. Hezekiah came to
Isaiah. . " : ‘

6 And Isaiah said unto them, Thus shall ye
say to your. master, Thus saith the Lorp, Be
not afraid of the words which thou hast heard,
with which the servants of the king of Assyria
have blasphemed me.

7 Behold, I will send a blast upon him, and he
shall hear a rumour, and shall return to his own
land; and I will cause him to fall by the sword in

his.own land.
Observe how gracious the Lord is. No sooner do his people call, but
the Lord answers! And the Lord not only promises deliverance to his
“servant, but destruction to his enemy. Oh! for grace to see and believe
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this sure event, § 1t qqncerngs sa[vatlon by Jesus' ‘Hls church shall uof
only be blessecg thh everlasting j Joy;. but the accugsed enemy shall be -
condemued in everlistmrr ruin. So let al] fhmc enemies pemsﬁ, O Loid:

but let thed thik lé\z thee be as tis sun. uiften he! goeth Jorth ik hts nght.
Judges v. 311 oo

2 RN

8 9 So Rab-shakeh retﬂmed and found - ‘the
king of Assyria>warring against Libuah: for he
had heard that he was departed from Lachish.-

9 Andwlen he hieard say of Tirhakah king of
Ethiopia, Bebold, he'is-come out to fight agamst
thee: he sent messéngers: again unto, Hezeklah,
sa‘yn}gy ) . . v gé RIS

The Lord was pleased to cause 2 httie p:mse in the: proud attempts of
Sennacherib and his general, by diverting his attention elsewhiere, both for
the inore ebmplete destivictibn‘of this idolatroas. prince, dnd for the bet-
ter exercise,of bis servant’s faith,- Vérygracious are the Lobrd'y déalinigs
with his people upon these occasions,.conld we but exercise faith always -

in the view of thewm’: bift aths1'tve 165e the’ eh}bymeht of a th-b‘usa"rfd ter-
cies, for want of eying them in this ipoint of view. g

10 Thu¥ shall ye speak to Hezekialt kmtr of Ju—
dah, saying, Letnot thy God in.whom: thou trust-
est deceive thee, saying, Jerusalem shall not be
delivered into the hand of the king of Assyria:"

11 Behold, thou hast heard what the kings of
Assyria have done to all lands, by destroying them
atterly ¢ and shalt thou be dehvered >

12 "Have the gods of the nations delivered them
which-my fathers have destroyed; as Gozan; and
Haran, and Rezeph, and the chnldreu of' Edeu
which were in Thelaser?

13 Where s the king of Hamath, and the king
of Arpad, and the king of the city of Se.pharva!m,

.of Henah, and Ivah?

The same blasphemy is made use of by the master, as by the servant.
It only riseth a little higher, He charges God with deceiving Hezekiah
and bids him beware of it. Whereas Rab-shakeh only begged Hezekiah
not to deceive himself, Reader! to what a desperate state of horrible
impiety is the mind of men capable of being catried! Is it not enough
to make one tremble, when we consider that all men are alike by nature I
Oh! dearest Lord Jesus! what do I owe thee, thou dear Lord, and what
is the everlasting love I ought to pay thee for thy distinguishing‘grace!

14 And Hezckiah received the letter of the

‘



CH.XIX.] 2 KINGS. 265

pr———— - - n———d
hand of the messengers, and read it: and Hezeki=
al went up into the Thouse of the Lorbp, and spread
it before the Lorp.

15 And Hezekiah prayed before the Lorp, and
said, O Lorp God of Israel, which dwellest befween
the cherubims, thou art the God, even thou alone,
of all the kingdoms of the earth; thou hast nmde
heaven and ear th. '

16 Lorbp, bow down thine ear, and hear: open,
Lorp, thme eyes, and see: aud hear the words

of Sennacherib, which hath’sent him to reproach
the living God.

17 Of a truth, Lord, the kings of Assyria have
destroyed the nations and their lands.

18 And have cast their gods into the fire: for
they were no gods, but the “work of men’s hands,

wood and stone: -therefore they hav¥ destroyed
them.

.19 Now therefore, O Lorp our God, I beseech
thee, save thou us out of his hand, that all the
kingdoms of the earth may know that thou art

the Lorp God, even thou only.

See, Reader, see how sweet and precious the blessed effects of grace?
‘And, Lord so do thou cause me to do by all the letters, and threats, and
messages, and temptations of the devil, and all his party. Give me grace
and wisdom to copy Hezekiah ; to spread the whole before thee. Never
“to send answers in my own way. Never to combat in my own strength.
Bat oh! let me fly to thee, thou blessed Jesus ; do thou undertake for me;
thou shalt answer for me, G Lord my God. Reader! let me beg of you
to remark the sweetness, and strength of Hezekiah’s prayer. He prays
for deliverance because the Lord’s honor was concerned in it; God’s
faithfulness and covenant promises. Like another Joshua; What wilt
thou do (saith he) for thy great name, O Lord God, if Israel turn their
backs upon their enemies? See Joshua vii. 8, 9.  As if he had said, it
matters not what becomes of us, if our death and our destruction
were all the consequences of the trinmph of the foe. But it is of the
highest importance that the faithfulness of a Covenant God, and
* his honor be taken cate of, in his promises to his people, that thev be
not destroyed by the enemy. Reader! think of thisstatement of the ar-
gument whenever the enemy oppresseth you, as it concerns God’s faith-
" fulness in Christ. Oh! what a volume, of the most unanswerable argu~
ments in prayer doth that one pleading in Jesus afford, when we come
before the high-throne in the name and righteousness of the Lord Jesus.
The grace, the word, the faithfuluess, the premise, the oath of the Fa-
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ther; and the blood and righteousness, and covenant salvation of Jesus
What poor soul can go with these pleas to a mercy seat, and go in vain'!

20" Then Isaiah the son of Amoz sent to Heze-
kiah, saying, Thus saith the Lorp God of Israel,
That which thou hast prayed to me, against Senna-
cherib king of Assyria, I have heard. _ '

21 This s the word that the Lorp hath spoken
cconcerning him; The virgin the daughter of Zion
hath despised thee, and lauohed thee to’scorn ; the
daughter of Jerusalem hath shaken her head at
thee
22 Whom hast thou reproached and blasphem-
ed and against whom hast thou exalted 4y voice,
and lifted up thine eyes on high? even against
the Holy One of Israel.

23 By thy nessengers thou hast reproached the
Lorp, and hast sald With the multitude of my
chariots T am come up to the height of the moun-
tains, to the sides of Lebanon, and will cut down
the tall cedar-trees thereof, and the choice fir-trees
thercof: and I will enter into the lodgings of his
borders, and into the forest of his Carmel.

24 I bavedigged and drunk strange waters, and
with the sole of my feet have I dried up all the
rivers of besieged places.

25 Hast thou not heard long ago how I have
done it, and of ancient times that T have formed

it? now have I broughtit to pass, that thou should-
est be to lay waste fenced cities info rTuinous
heap ‘

26 Therefore their 1nhab1tants were of small
power, they weredismayed and confounded ; they
were as-the grass of the field: and as the green
herb, as the grass on the house-tops, and as corn
blasted before it be grown up.

27 But I know thy abode, and thy going out,
and thy coming in, and thy rage az,amst me.

28 Because thy rage 'mamst me and thy tumult
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is come up into mine ears, therefore I will put my
hook in thy nose, and my bridle in thy lips, and I
will turn thee back by the way by which thou
camest.

20 And this shall be a sign unto thee, Ye shall
eat this year such things as grow of themselves,
and in the second year that which springeth of the
same:and in the third year, sow ye, and reap, and
plant vineyards, and cat the fruits thereof.

30 And the remnant that is escaped of the
house of Judah shall yet again take root down-
ward, and bear fruit upward.

31 For out of Jerusalem shall go forth a rem-
nant, and they that escape out of mount Zion; the
zeal of the Loxp of hosts shall do this.

32 Therefore thus saith the Lorp concerning
the king of Assyria, He shall not come into
this city, nor shoot an arrow there, nor come be-
fore it with shield, nor cast a bank against it.

33 By the way that he came, by the same
shall he return, and shall not come into this city,
saith the Lorp.

34 Yor I will defend this city, to save it, for

mine own sake, and for my servant David’s sake.

What a multitude of most rich and precious things appear in these
verses, Observe, Reader! how long an answer the Lord returns fo a
short prayer.  God is not only more ready to hear than we to pray; but
will infinitely out-go all our desires, and our expectations. The Lord, in
this answer, graciously condescends to explain the causes why bad men
are permitted to excrcise a temporary triumph; and in a most beautifial
~representation, as the daughter of Zion, describes how his people shall
‘sooner or later laugh all her enemies to scorn. Observe, moreover, that
what this proud, inselent tyrant directed, inhis threats, against Hezekiah,
the Lord took to Limself. Sweet thought! Jesus considers the attack of
all his people in this point of view, Who toucheth you, toucheth the
apple of his eye. Isnot this enough at all times to support and bear up
under the trials of his people. But what I would have the Reader par-
ticularly to notice in this answer of the Lord is, that he here decidedly
shews, that the actions of men, however undesigned on their part, are all
under his appointment, and direction, Tthe deceiver and the deceived are
his. _Althopgh they mean not so, neither did their heart intend it; yet
are they carrying on all God’s designs, and doing the very thing which
they intend not to do; but which the Lord appoints for his ultimate glo-
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Ty, the joy of his people, and the ruin of his enemies. What illustrious
instances do the scriptures afford in proof of this. When the sons of
Jacob sold Joseph, how little did they intend Joseph’s’ glory, and their
own preservation from famine. When Haman envied Mordecai, and went
forth to his destruction, how little did he see the gallows he was building
thereby for himself? Nay, above all these, and every other instance that
can ever be thought of ; when the Jews nailed our adorable Jesus to the
cross, how far distant from their thoughts was it, that this cross would
be for the everlasting salvation of the sinner. Reader! pause over these
things, and look up at all times with the most awakened attention to that

Sovereign Hand whe ruleth among the armies of heaven, and the inha-

bitants of the earth! And how very gracious was the auswer of the

Lord to the prayer of HHezekiah, as it concerned the deliverance of Jeru-

salem! How unpromising, indeed, were the things the Lord had assured

Hezekiah ! The siege had made a famine: The Lord promiseth plenty.

How shall it be produced? Not by planting and by sowing; but the

earth shall bring forth of itself. But this is not all. Out of Jerusaleni

shall go forth a remnant! By what means? Jerusalem is now closely,
blockaded! The king of Assyria will raze the walls of Jerusalem, he

declares. No, saith Jehovab, so far from razing the walls, he shall not

shoot a single arrow! Here was room for the exereise of faith. And no

doubt Hezekiah found it so.' But observe, Reader, the cause of all

these promised mercies. Not for Hezekial'’s righteousness ; nor for the
peoples’ worth and obedience : But for the Lord’s own sake in the co-~

venant promises ; and for his servant David’s sake, to whom he had pro-
inised his sure mercies. But oh! how infinitely heightened, and increas-

ingly precious doth this history appear, read through the medium of
gospel mercies, and secured to believers in the covenant faithfalness of
God the Father, and the blood and' righteousness of the Lord Jesus

Christ. The church of Christ, like Jerusalem, is closely besieged day

byday. The eneiny saith I will pursue : I will overtake. Iwill divide

the spoil. My lust shall be gratified upon her. Hitherto, saith the

Lord, shalt thou come, and no further., No ‘weapon formed against the

church of Jesus shall prosper. 'The church is the gift of the Father, the

purchase of Christ, and the object of the Spirit’s favor for ever. God

will defend it, and it shall be a praise ip the earth, the perfeetion of beau-
gy in Jesus throuuhout all ages!

35 4 And it came to pass that night, that the
angel of the Lorp went out, and smote in the
camp of the Assyrians an handred fourscore and
five thousand : and when they arose early in the
-morning, behold, they were all dead corpses.

36 So Sennacherib king of Assyria departed,
and went and returned, and dwelt at Njineveh.

37 And it came to pass, as he was worshipping
in the house of Nisroch his god, that Adranrmelech
and Sharezer his sons smote him with'the sword:

sk
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and they escaped into the land of Armenia. And
~ Esarhaddon bis son reigned in his stead.

We have here not only the fulfilment of God’s promises in the salva-
tion of his people ; but the pouring out of his anger in the destruction of
his enemies. Sennacherib himself, though sayed, was only saved to have
a more painful destruction. His own children shall be his execu-
tioners; and he shall die unpitied, even by those who from the ties of na-
ture ought to have loved him. Some have thought that the 76th Psalm
was composed upon this occasion. If so, it is strongly expressed in to-
ken of the divine love to his people. And what a blessed issue to the
troubles of Hezekiah and his people. But, Reader! think what a glo-
rious display will that be, and what a final issue to all the afflictions of
the church of Jesus, when he shall come with all his holy angels to be
glorified in his saints, and to punish with swift destruction the enemies
of his church from his presence for ever. All nations shall wail because
of him, while his people shall shout with holy Joy, crying out, Even so,
«<ome, Lord Jesus. Rev.i. 7. ;

e R — e/
REFLECTIONS,

READER! inthe opening of this chapter we take part with Hezekiak
in his affliction, and feel the comnmiseration of the believer in the view of
his Sorraws, and desolate circumstances.  Behold him in the close of it,
and how doth the faithful soul rejoice in the Lord’s deliverance of him
-out of all. And.is it not, dearest Jesus, in all the circumstances of thy
people. ‘Without thee, and beheld, only as they,are in themselyes, what
poor, defenceless, oppressed, persecuted creatares are they, bent down
under the hand of every.foe. But when Jesus appears in their cause,
oh L.how precious is it to behold their strength in the Lord, and in the
power of his. might.

What an awful character is this impious monster,. this Assyrian mo-
narch! And yet what is he more than all the haters of God, and his
people. Satan reigns in their hearts; they are scoffers, despisers, blas-
phemers, sworn foes to God and- his Christ. And their nape is. legion,
for they are many. .

Blessed Jesus! how sweet is it to be taught of thee! How precious
thy salvation! How great thy mercy in gathering sinners from the ser-
vice of Satan to thy kingdom.  Lord! grant that, like Hezekiah, trouble
may lead my heart to thee; in all my afflictions to cast my burden upon
the Lord, who hath promised to systain ine. I would spread all before
thee, O Lord, and wait in faith thy deliverance, for thou art my strength,
and my song, and art become my salvation,

-

CH AP. XX.
CONTENTS.

This chapter prosecutes the history of Hezekiah, e is visited by
sickness ;< he seeks to God in his gffliction: receipes a gracious answer
én the lengthening of his life.  His prayer : the Lord’s answer. His
death; and successor in the kingdom.

VoL, 111, NN~.
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N those days was Hezekiah sick unto death.

And the prophet Isaiah the son of Amoz came
to Lim, and said unto him, Thus saith the Lorp,
Set thine house in order; for thou shalt die, and
not live,

1t appears by the calculation of Hezekiah's life, that this sickness fol-
Jowed soon after his deliverance from Sennacherib. So quick is the tran-
sition from joy to sorrow in this world. The chambers of both are very
near each other. Observe how gracious the Lord is in sending him no-
tice of his approaching end. It was an carnest prayer of David that he
mizght be taught to number his days, and to know their length. Psm,
XXXix, 4. .

2 Then he turned his face to the wall, and
prdyed unto the Lorp, saying, \

3 T beseech thee, O Lord, remember now how
I have walked before thee in truth and with a per-
fect heart, and have done that which s good in thy
sight.  And Hezekiah wept sore. '

Hezekiah had learnt by experience the efficacy of prayer, and he
therefore hath recourse to it again. But what I wish the Reader to no-
tice with me in this prayer of the king of Judah is, that he turned towards
the wall. e could not go up to the temple, to the mercy-seat, but
like another Jonah he looked towards it. Jesus was all ‘along typified
by the mercy-seat in the Old Testament scripture, and by, the temple.
And the church, in reference to views of Jesus saith, he looketh from
behind the wall, shewing himself through the lattice. Songii. 9. Jo-
nah ii. 4. What a delightful thought it is, that the same precious
faith in Christ marked all the Old Testament saints. Some have
thought that Hezekiah dreaded death. But certainly there is nothing in
the prayer which implies as much. Neither doth the king pray for life
" or death. The subject of his petition is for God’s remembrance of him.
And the argument he makes use of is, not taking pride in lis integrity,
but humbly begging to be remembered for his faith'in God’s covenant
grace and mercy, and what is that but redemption in Christ?

4 And it came to pass, afore Isaiah was gone
out into the middle court, that the word of the
Lorbp came to him, saying,

5 Turn again, and tell Hezekiah the captain of
my people, Thus saith the Lorp, the God of Da-
" vid thy father, I have heard thy prayer, 1 have
seen thy tears: behold, T will heal thec: on the
third day thou shalt go up unto the house of the
Lorp. - ' :

6 And I will add unto thy days fifteen yéax‘s‘:
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and I will deliver thee and this city ocut of the
hand’ of the king of Assyria; and I will defend
this city for mine own sake, and for my servant

David’s sake.

How delightful are those gracious answers of a most gracious
God! not that there was any change in the divine mind, but that the
Lord, having in his providence induced a state which, under grace, shall
lead hlS people to pray, he prepares their minds by this for his fere-de-
termined answers of mercy. And observe how the Lord exceeds in gift
what Hezekiah asked in prayer. He desired but to be semembered.
And the Lord not only spares him from the effect of this sickness, but
adds fifteen years to his life. Hence I have often thought that the apos-
tle Paul intended to eicourage wrestling petitiouers at a throne of grace
to ask for somewhat more than the promise seems to hold forth, as if a
believer could never get to the bottom of the promise, when he said,
Now unto kim that is able to do exceedingly abundantly above all tlmt
we ask or think. Philip. iii. 20.

7 And Isaiah said, Take a lamp of figs. And
they took and laid # on the boil, and_ he reco-
vered.

8 And Hezeklah said unto Isaiah, What sha/l
be the sign that the Lorp will heal me, and that
31 shall 00 up-into the house of the Lorp the third

ay?

% And Isalah said, This sign shalt thou have
of the Lorp, that the Lorp will do the thing that
he hath spoken. Shall the shadow go forwaxd ten
degrees, or go back ten degrees ? -

10 And Hezekiah answered Itisa 11 ght thing
for the shadow to go down ten dedrees : na,y, but
let the shadow retm n backward ten degrees.

11 And Isaiah the prophet cried unto  the LorD :
and he brought the shadow ten degrees backward,
by which it had gone down in the “dial of Ahaz.

We can hardly say on this occasion which to admire most, the wapt of
faith in Hezekiah, in asking a sign, or the abundant grace of the Lord in
granting one by way of confirming his sacred word. Surely, Hezekiah,
it was enough that the Lord promised. But, alas! are we not all incre-
dulous and unbelieving upon a thousand less occasions? [ stay not to
attempt explaining how this sign was accomplished. Subjects of mere
curiosity, or amusement, come net within the ‘design of this humble
Commentary. 1 venture, however, to tell the Reader that the 15 Songs
of degrees, as they are stiled, whlch we meet with in the book of the
Psalms from the 120th to 134th, have been conjectyred by some to have

‘ N~ ¢
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reference to the degrees in‘t‘,he suis’s shade on this‘.u::::as:ion,.and the
lengthening the king's life. . But I only mention it; I presume ndt to add
a single thought upon the:subject. ‘ ‘ .

12 At that time Berodach-baladan, the son of
Baladan, King of Babylon, sent letters and a pre-
sent unto Hezekiah: for he had heard that Heze-
kiah had been sick. o N
13 And Hezekiah hearkened unto them, and
shewed them all the house of his precious things,
the silver, and the gold, and the spices, dnd the
precious ointment, and a// the house of his armour,
and all that was found in his treasures : there was
nothing in his house, nor in all his déminion, that
Hezekiah shewed them not.” o

It is coirjectured by some that as the Babylonians worshipped the $un,
the respéct paid Hezekiah in the géiiig back of the sun fifiéen degrees,
as before related, (for either they had heard of it or seen it) made the king
of Babylon conceive very highly of Hezelkiah, But be the motive what-
soever it might, how poor a figure did Hezekidh in trath mhke, however
he imight seem in:the éyes of idolaters in this foolish osténtation of his trea-
sures. Had be told them of his wondeyful and miraculous cure; had he
preached to” them of ‘the God of his fathers;—had he'shewed them the
word of God, and the miracles shewn his people, this would have heen
suitable indeed, and highly bécoming. . But Reader! pause and enquire
are there not many vajn characters likg Hezekiah, even among the peo-
ple of Jesus! What “parlour shall We go in dmong thise who profess
godliness :wliete! Jesus atid: his salvation’is made the topic. of: discourse!
How is it, Reader, that there should be such a cdulpable shyness even

among, gracious souls in speaking of the best things one with another, or
th awakened 4duls v telling to the unawakendd, like ‘these Bhbylonians,
of the worders:ofgsatyution by Jesus! ! R

14 Then came Isaiah: the prophet unto king
Hezeliiah, and said ento him, What said these
men? and. from..whence came’ they .anto-thee?
And Hezekiah sdid, They are -come from a far
country, even from Babylon. S

15 And lie said, What have they. seen in thine
house? And Hezekiah answered, All the things
that are in mine’hogse have they seen: thereis no-
thing among my treasures that I have not shewed
them.

16 And Isaiah said unto Tlezekiah, Hear the
word of the Loxp.
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17 Bebhold, the days come, that all that i in
thine house, and that which thy fathers have laid
up.in store unto this day, shall be carried into
Babylon : nothing shall be left, saith the Logrbp.

18 And of thy sons that shall issue from thee,

which thou shalt beget, shall they take away;
and they shall be eunuchs in the palace of the
king of Babylon.
' 19 Then said Hezekiah unto Isalah Good s
the word of the Logp which thou hast. spoken.
And he said, Is it not good, if peace and truth be
in my days.

Reader! observe how men’s punishments rise out of their very ,sms,
Tin/ backslidings shall correct thee. How little did Hezekiah think
tuat such events should follow. Oh! with what caution, oyght we.te
walk through this mutable state of things arouad wus!- If the Reader
wishes to see the accomplishment of this prophecy of Isaial, Jet hitn, turs
to the history of the Babylonish captivity about 100 years dher Dan.
i.2, 3, &c.

20 € And the rest-of the acts 6f Hezekiah, and
all his might, and how he made a pool, and a con-
duit, and brmwht water into the city, are they not
written in the book of the chmmcles of th,(: kmgs
of Judah?

21 And Hezekiah slept with his father‘s aﬁd
WEhnasseh his sorr reigned ‘in his stead. - .

Here we arrive 'to the conclosion of Hezekiah’s lmtmy amf] has life
together. This indeed makes the sum total in the arithmetic of every
man’s Jife. 1In the 2d book of the Chronicles, indeed, we have a much
afvore - circumstantial -acount of Hezekiah. I refer the Reader there-

forerto the whole of what is there contained in the thh ¢ud three fol-
lowmg chapters,

D ——
REFLECTIONS.

ReEADER! what a series of delightful instructions open to our view,
in looking at Hezckiah on his supposed death-bed. ‘The:greatest favor-
“jtes of heaven are exposed, in common with others, to the humiliation of
-the grave.  But oh! how different their state! and who is it hath made
it so, Even thee, thou blessed, blessed Jesus. It is thou which hast
converted the chambers of the grave into chambers of peace aad safety.
By thy death’ thou: hast overcome death. And by thy finished salvation
thou hast delivered them who through fear of death were all their life
time subject to boudage. Hail! O thou glorious, great 1 au, who art
the resurrection and the Life.
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Reader! let you and ! listen to the sweet, swan-like note of the dying
Hezekiah. 1e laments that he shall see the Lord no miove in the land
of the living ; that he shall behold man no more with the inhabitants. 6f
the world. But Reader! youund I know that, when believers exchange
by deatl: the outward courts of God's honse for the inuer temple of his
glory, we shall see Jesus as he is; we shall awake up after lis likeness,
and be with him for ever. We leave, indeed, the inhabitants of the
warid when we drop.off this carthly tabernacle. Buat is this mat-
ter of yégret, to exchange this world for the upper; earth’for heaven;
sinperd for ‘saints; and evil men for angels and the spirits of just men
made perfect? Chiefly, thou precious Lord Jesus, indépendent of every
other, and-indepd-to the exclusion of every other, thy presence alone 1s
butter than life itself. Thy person, thy salvation, thy glory, and the hea-
ven of heavens,.thou givest to the souls of thy people; what a happy ex-
change; dlo. thiey make that die in thee, O Lord Jesus? . Oh! for faith in
lively exercise, when thou shall give the signal for my departure; when
that solemm, glorious hour shall come, and I hear thy precious voice; The
master i§ poh?é und calleth for thee. Oh! for faith to mount up with
haly joly and rapture inconceivable, and like' the patriarch of old, may
the last and most precious word that shall hapg upon my dying lips Le
- Jesus, as I utter' the same words as he did; Into thine hands I commend
my spirit, for-thou hast vedeemed-me, O Lord, thou God of truth.

. - CHAP. XXI.
, ' . CONTENTS. L
The teign of Manasseh, the son of Hezekiah, is contained in thig
ehapter; and an awful reign of sin it is. He is sueceeded by Amon his
son, such-another awful character as the father. His death is also re-
corded, and Josiah his son succeeds him in the kingdom. 3

N HAANASSEH was twelve years old whew he
i began to reign, ‘and reigned fifty and five
years in Jerusalem. And his mother’s name was
Hephzi-bah. ‘

2 And he didthat which was evil in the sight of
the Lorp, after the abominations of the heathen,
whom the Lorp cast out before the children of
Israel. ,

3 For he built up again the high places which
Hezekiah his father had destroyed : and he reared
up altars for Baal, and made a grove, as did Ahab
king of Israel; and woyshipped all the host of
hcaven, and served them. : :

4 And he built altars in the house of the Lorp,
of which the Lorp said, In Jerusalem will I put
my name.
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5 And-he built altars for all the host of heaven
in the two courts of the house of the Lorp.

6 And he made his son pass through the fire,
and observed times, and used enchantments, and
dealt with familiar spirits and wizards: he wrought
much wickedness in the sight of the Lorbp, to pro-
voke him to anger.

7 And be sct a graven image of the grove that
he had made in the house of which the LORD said
to David, and to Solomon his son, In this house,
and in Jerusalem, which I have chosen out of all
tribes of Israel, will 1 put my name for ever:

8 Netther will I inake the feet of Israel move
any more out of the land which I gave their fa-
thers; only if they will observe to do according to
all that I have commanded them, and according
to all the law that my servant Moses commanded
them.

9 But they hearkennd not: and Manasseh se-
duced them to do more evil than did the nations
whom the Lorp destroyed before the children of
Israel.

10 And the Lorp spake by his servants the

prophets, saying,
" 11 Because Manasseh king of Judah hath done-
these abominations and hath done wickedly above
all that the Amorites did, which were before him,
and hath'made Judah also to sin with his idols:

12 Therefore thus saith the Lorp God of Is-
rael, Behold, I am bringing such evil upon Jerusa~
lem and Judah, that whosocver heareth of it, both
his ears shall tingle.

13 And I will stretch over Jerusalem the line
of Samaria, and the plummet of the house of
Abab: and I will wipe Jerusalem as a man wipeth,
a dish, wiping ¢, and turning 2 upside down.

14 And I will forsake the remnant of mine in-
heritance, and deliver them into the hand of their
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enemies, and they shall become a prey and a spoil
to all their enemies ;

15 Because they have done that which was evil
in my sight, and have provoked me to auger, since
the day their fathers came forth out of Egypt, even
unto this day.

16 Moreover Manassell shed innocent blood
very much, till he had filled Jerusalem from one
end to another; beside his sin wherewith he made
Judah to sin, in doing that which was evil in the
sight of the Lorp.

17 Now the rest of the acts of Manasseh, and
all that he did, and his sin that he sinned, are they
qot written in the book of the chronicles of the

kings of Judah? :

18 And Manasseh slept with his fathers, and
was buried in the garden of his own house, in the
garden of Uzza: and Amon his son reigned in bis
stead.

1 bring the whole of a life so flagitious as that of Manasseh within one
.point of view, both for the sake of shortness, and for gathering all the
iostruction it affords before the Reader atonce. Bat as the Holy Ghost
hath been graciously pleased to give the church further particulars con-
cerning Manasseh than what is here said of him in the 2nd book of the
Chronicles, chapter xxxiii. I very earnestly beg the Reader to read the
whole of what is there said of Manasseh at the time hLe peruseth this
chapter. And the more so, indeed, because here we only learnr his worth-

. lessuess. There we discover the penitence he manifested in affliction,
And by comparing both parts of his history together, we learn, under
the teaching of the blessed Spirit, as illustrious an example of the tri-
umphs of grace in his recovery, as we behold the mest woeful instance of
the fall of man in his vileness, So that blended in nne and: the same |
point of view, we behold the truth of what the apostle was com-

- mpissioned to- tell the church, that where sin abounded grace doth
much more abound: that as sin reigneth unto death so might grace
reign through righleousness unto eternal life by Jesus Christ our
Zord. Rom. v. 20, 21. T cannot refrain stopping the Reader in
the perusal of this passage to remark the graciousness of God in his de-
termined punishment of Jerusalem. The Lord saith that ke will wipe

" it as @ man wipeth a dish, turning it upside down. Do, Reader, observe
those expressions. Jerusalem shall be wiped, not broken, ndt east
away, not destroyed; but wiped. 1t shall be much tossed about, indeed,
from the highest to the lowest, fairly upside down; but nevertheless all
thisis with a view to cleansing. - It is all in mercy, all in love, all in ten-
derpess. The Lord saith in the after age; I am refurned to Jerasalem
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with mercies. Zech. . 16. And he hath opened to the house of David,

and to 'the inhabitants of Jerusalem, a fountain for sin and for uncleans

ness. Zech. »iii. 1. And where is this but in thy ‘blood, precious Jesus!

thou art the'Lawmb of God that takest away sin. And thou art the mer-
_ ¢y promised. Lukei. 72.

+ 19 4 Amon was twenty and two yeals old
when be began to reign, and he reigned two years
in Ju"usalem And his mother’s name was Me-
shullemeth, the daughter of Haruz-of Jotbah.

20 And he did t/zat which was evil in the sight
of the Lorp, as his father Manasseh did. .

21 And he walked in all the way that hlS father
walked in, and served the idols that his father Serv-~
ed, and wonshlpped them:

22 And he forsook the Lorp God of hxs fathers,
and walked not in the way of the Lorb.

23 4 And the servants of Amon conspired
against him, and slew the king in his own house.

24 And the people of the land slew.all them that
had conspired against king Amon; and the people
of the land made Josiah hlS son kmd in his stead.

25 Now the rest of the acts of Amon which he
did, are they not written in the book of the chro-
mc'les of the kings of Judah?

26 And he was buried in his sepulchre in the
garden of Uzza: and Josiah his son reigned in his

stead.

We have here the short but distressing account of Amon’s reign. And
in the parallel passage in the 2d book of the Chronicles, there is nothma
to soften it, as in the instance of his father; but on the contrary, we are
told that h\e did not humble himself befone the Lord as his father had
done.  Alas! sin only tends to harden more and more, unless almighty
grace subdue. As Amon was succeeded by his son Josiah, concerning
whom the Holy Ghost hath given a gracious record : the next chapter
will be a relief from the sad cucumstances related in this. 2 Chron.
xxxiii. 23.

e DR e
REFLECTIONS. .
Reaper! mark, I beseech you, in the character of Manasseh, the
evident truth of God’s holy word, that the father shall not bear the
iniquity of the son. Grace descends not from father to son by natural
generation.  But what a gracious God had Manasseh to do with! Oh!
how lovely and encouraging is it to poor sinners, to behold such monu-

ments of wercy placed in the church, as if to tell men that there is mer-
Vo, Iil. Qo
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e e
ey with God that he might be feared. Yes! precious Jesus! thou art
the Father of wmercies; and thou art the mercy promjsed; thou art in-
deed, and ever wilt be, Jesus. Inthatlovely name all mercy is contained.
Thou art the hope of Israel, and the Saviour thereof.

But Reader! while we look at Amon the son of Manasseh, in the very
moment our souls feel all possible encouragement in the grace vouch-
safed the father, is theve not enough to induce trembling when we behold
the hardened state of the son. Like the two thieves on the eross. Who

" can contemplate that sight without a mixture of joy and terror: Both
sonear Jesus, and yet the one as unconscious as the dead; while the other
manifests forth: so- illustrious an evidenee of the highest faith and trnest

" repentance. Oh! thou blessed author and finisher of our faith and sal-
vation, grant, if it be thy blessed will, both to Writer and- Reader, suited
grace to profit by such striking examples, Let every thing tend to lead:
our hearts to thee, for of thee cometh our salvation, Lord open our
eyes, unstop our cars, that we may no longer be uncircumcised in heart
and spirit ; but make us altogether what thouwouldest have us to be, and

work in us both towill and to do of thy good pleasure.

CHAP. XXII.
CONTENTS.

We are brought acquainted in this chapler with Josiah, the good
king. Many of his pious deeds are recounted. The book of the law
is found by Hilkiah.” Shaphan veads in it before the king. Josial's
pious weeping in the rehearsal. He sendeth with humbleness to inquire

" of the Lord. The Lord’s answer.

. ,}OSIAH was eight years old when he began to
«J reign, and he reigned thirty and one years in
Jerusalem. And his mother’s name was Jedidah,

" the daughter of Adaiah of Boscatl.

2 And be did that which wasright in the sight of

~ the Lorp, and walked in all the way of David his.

father, and turned not aside tothe right hand or to
the left. : :

. The most interesting circumstances for a gospel Reader to mark in

. those verses are the wonderful properties of grace. Josiah could derive
nothing from his wicked father, either in precept or example, but what
was evil. And yet we find in his early days tokens of grace. Oh!
Reader! how sure and certain is it, that grace springs wholly from the-
sovereign pleasure and appointinent of Jehovah. 1t ariseth from the
fountain head of everlasting love. 7 Fven so, Father (as our fiearest Je-

- aus explained it) for so it seemed’ good in thy sight. This is the sole

" cause.  And therefore here mrust be ascribed the sole glory. Matt.

’ Xi» 96; L ’

-3 9 And it came to pass in the eighteenth year
~of king Josiah, -that the king sent Shaphan the son



CH. xxu__.] 92 KINGS. 279

of Azalnh, the son- of Meshullam, the sc.nbe to
the house of the Loro, saying,

4 Go up to Hilkiah the high priest, that he may
sum the silver which is brouo‘ht into the house of
the Lorp, which, the keepers of the door have ga-
thered of the people. -

5 And let them deliver it into the hand of the
doers of the work, that have the oversight of the
house of the Lorp: and let them glve it to the
doers of the work which 7 in the house of the
Lowrbp, to repair the breaches of the house, -

6 Unto carpenters, and builders, and masons,
and to buy timber and hewn stone to repair the-
house.

7 Howbeit there was no reckoning made with
them of the money that was delivered into their

band, because they dealt faithfully.

If the Reader will read the parellel history of this pious king, as it is
more largely recorded in the book of the Chronicles, 2 Chron. xxxiv. he
will there find that i the eighth year of his reign, which was the six-
teenth of his life, he began to , seek after the God of David his Father,
Oh! how lovely is early piety. There is another beautiful account to
be noticed in those verses ; I mean the faithfulness of the workman. No
reckoning, it is said, was mdde with them, because they dealt faithfully.
‘When labourers act in their worldly concerns as under the eye of the
Lord, how very lovely and graceful 1s the sight. How _exceedingly to
be wished it is that goapel—tunes furnished out continual instances of this
kind. And when piety is blended with honesty, and men are gracious
Aas well asx:onscuentlous, oh ! how blessed is the sight! We have a beau-
‘“tiful example of this in the workmen of Boaz. The Lord be with you,
said Boagz to his reapers. The Lord bless thee, was the answer they re-
:tmned Rauth ii. 4.

8 § And Hilkiah the high priest said unto
Shaphan the scribe, I have found the book: of the
law in the house of the Lorp. And Hilkiah gave

the book to Shaphaun, and he read it.

This is a most interesting verse. 1t should seem very plain that dur-
ing the long period that ldold‘try had prevailed in the land, not only the
terple had been suffered to fall into ruins ; but the very word of God had
been so disregarded, that not a copy of it was among the people. It was
God’s command by Moses, that every king should himself write out a copy
of it: Deut. xvii. 18. And there was a further command, beside that
which concerned the person of the king in studying the law ’of God him-
self; it was to be publicly read every seventh year: Deut. xxxi. 10—13,

Oo2 -
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Reader! 1o what & deplorable state was the children of Israel reduced
at this time, when so far from reading in‘the word of God; the very sa-
cred book ifself they had lost. , Olil yethat disregard your bibles, that pass
by the reverence ye owe to the holy word of God. Behold here the
dréadful effects of it. My soul! doth God's sacred word’ contain the
words of.eternal life, even Jesus and his great salvation?. And is this
precious treasure disregarded, slighted, overlooked by me? Do I suffer
that holy word which is able to make me wise unto salvation ; do I suffer
it'froln sabbiath to sabbath’to lie by on'the shelf, until my sentence of
everlasting condemnatjon might be; written upon the dust of it which
lies mpon the eover! Reader! I pray. God that this may never be your
case florniné. But what a mercy whs itin God, to cause this copy whicls
Hilkiah found to be secured during the whole reign of idolatry. Whose
blessed hand was it that was thus commissioned of the Lord to put
it in so secure a place in the.temple?  Let his memory be ever blessed.
Some have thought that it was Moses, because we réad that he com-
manded Joshua after be had finaily read to the people the book of tlre
*law, to put it in the side of the ark as a witness for after ages, Deat,
xxxi, 24—27. But Reader! let it have been whom it may, have you
thought of the mercy you and I have derived from ii?.- Certain it is,
that had this copy not been found, the hand that now writes; and the eye-
that reads those observations upon it, would never have known the one
nor the other. Oh! blessed .God! how evident from hence, even
if there were no other testimonies, how evident from hence is it, that
thou hast given us those scriptures of truth, from thy graciously watch-
ing overit! Oh! Lord, how gracious art thoy, that so long a period of
idolatry did not wear out thy lang-suifering and patiesce! Oh! Lord,
grant that' T may esteem thy precious ward more than my necessary food,
and that it may be my study all thé day. And. let mine eyes prevent’
the night watches, that I may be occupied’in thy word, I cannot help
detaining the Reader with one observation more on this iuteresting verse,
Jjust to remark the distinguishing mercy of the Lord towards Hilkiah,
that he should be the highly favored éne to discover this hidden trea-
sure. Reader! is pot thaf minister of Jesus peculiarly blessed, whom
the Lord honors with his secrets, and whom our Jesus commissjons to
bring out of his treasury things ew and old for his household’s use?
Think, Reader! what joy the discovery of this blessed book must have
given to Hilkiah, when he cried out in holy transport, I have found
the book of the law in the:house of the Lord.” Aund let that soul de-
scribe his_joy, for no l}alquage of another can express it, when from the
word of God he can say, T have found Him of whomn Moses and the
prophets did write, Jesus of Nazareth! Johni. 45, Reagfer! where
was this book fonnd? Was it not in the temple? Where shall you and
T tind Jesus, but in his ordinances, his word, his house of prayer!

9 And Shaphan-the scribe came to the king,
and brought the King word again, and said, Thy
servants have gathered the money that was found
in the house, and have delivered it into the hand
of them that do the work, that have the oversight
of the house of the Lorbp.
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10 And Shaplnn the scnbe shewed the king,
saying, Hilkiah the priest. hath delivered me a.
book. And Shaphan read it before the king.

11 And it came to pass, when the kmg had
heard the words of the book of the law, that he.

rent his clothes. :

What an mterestmg account thisis! What a wonderful effect must
have been wrought upon the minds of all the people, in the discovery of
this inestimable treasure? How lovely a representation is given of Jo-
siah? Surely all the people must have followed his. example., Oh!
Lord! what cause is there now that our hearts should be reat, in the
dreadful views of sin which the world affords, and the awful threatenings
thy word holds forth as the sure consequence of it.

12 And the king commanded Hilkiah the

{31 iest, and Ahikam the son of Shaphan, and Ach~

or the son of Michaiah, and Shaphan. the scribe,
and Asaiah a servant of the king’s, saying,

13 Go ye, enquire of the LorDp for ‘me, and for
the people, and for all Judah, concerning the words
of this book that is found : for great s “the wrath
of the Loro thatis kindled agamst us, because our
fathers have not hearkened unto the words of this
book, to do according unto all that which is writ-

ten, concemmﬁ us.

How gracious an enquxry Josiah compared the threatenings of Goa s
law with the magnitude of the sius of the people, and he felt the dreaded
punishment as already at the door. These arc sure signs of a work
of grace, when the inquiry goes forth in earnestness, What must 1 do to
be saved! And when, that enquiry is accompauied with what the Lord
himself calls, eccepting the punishment of our iniguity. Levit. xxvi.
41. Reader! are you desirous to know whether a real work of grace.
is begun in your heart? Answer the question by these marks: Do you
feel sin as exceeding siuful? And do you from your heart confess that
while you seek mercy, you know yourself to be totally undeserving of
it! These are precious tokens, because they lead to all precious Jesus.
For surely, Lord, thou wilt be precious when [ am brought to see that I
am for ever lost and undone wnhout thee!

14 So Hilkiah the pricst, and Ahikam, and
Achbor, and Shaphan, and Asaiah, went unto
Huldah the prophetess, the wife of Shullam the
son of Tikvah, the son of Harhas, keeper of the
wardrobe; (now she dwelt in Jerusalem in the col-
lege;) and they communed with her.
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15 9 And she said unto them, Thus saith the
Lorp God of Israel, Tell the man that sent you
to me,

16 Thus saith the LORD Bebold, I will bring
evil upon this place, and upon the 1nhab1tant&
thereof, evern all the words of the book which the.
king of Judah hath read.

17 Because they have fol‘aaken‘me and have’
burned incense unto other gods, that they might
provoke me to anger with all the works of then
hands ; therefore my wrath shall be kindled against_

this ptace, and shall not be quenched.

According to the dates of the prophets, Jeremiah had been preaching
his sermous for five years before this event took place; and Zephaniah
ministered much about the same time; yet Huldah, like another Debo-
rah, was chosen of the Lord te be his servant on thjs business. And
what a solemu strain is her answer delivered in. Nothing compli-
mentary; nothing to soften the truth, though it be delivered to the pious
Josiah.  Thus saith the Lord God of. Israel Tell the man that sent-
gyou. Oh! for faithfulness in the ministers of the Lord Jesus. Most
awful must it be in such, to accommodate themselves to the time-serving
age of corruption, and prophecy smooth things to sinuers, whaiever theip
w ozldly rank may be.

18 But to the king of Judah wlnch sent you to
enquire of the Loxp, thus shall ye say to him,
Thus saith the Lorp God of Israel, 4s touckmg
the words which thou hast heard;

19 Because thine heart was tender, and thou
hast humbled thyself before the Lorp, when thou
heardest what I spake against this place, and
against the inhabitants ther eof, that they should
become a desolation and a curse, and hast rent thy
clothes, and wept before me; I also have heard
thee, saith the Lorbp.

20 Bphold therefore, T will owther thee unto
thy fathers, and thou shalt be Oatheled into thy
grave in p(‘dLL and thine eyes shall not see all the
evil which I will bring upon this place. And they

brought the king wor rdl 2 again.
How ddwhl ul are peuondl mercies, when the Lord separates between
the precious and the vile; when the word of the gospel comes with a
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distinguishing direction like a letter, to gou is the word of this salvation
sent. Josiah must have felt peculiar pleasure in this, to allay the grief
of his mind, in the prospect of the geueral evil coming upon his people.
" Reader! do not forget this one thing.  As religion is a personal thing,
until we bave a consclous sense of a personal interestin it, and a personal
enjoyment of it, the clearest views of divine things will bring no comfort.
Balaam could, and did say concerning Christ, fshall see him ; but then
he add, that dreadful close to it, but not righ. Cu! look to it that the
word be an ingrefted word, for this alone will prove the salvation of
the soul in Fesus. Janes i. 21.
et K R R IS Pt e
REFLECTIONS.

Reaper! are you young in years! behold the loveliness of carly
piety. What can afford a more interesting sight than to see our youths
in the first days of their strength, asking the way to Zion, with their faces
thitherward, to join themselves to the Lord in a perpetual covenant
which caunot be broken, and like Josiah, of whom it is said, that while
ke was yet young he began to seek after the God of his Futher.

Reader! are you aged, or advancing towards the nuddle of life, and yet
nnacquainted with salvation, living without a saving knowledge of the
Lord Jesus! Oh! that God the Spirit, from your reading this delight-
ful account of Josiah, may awaken your heart, and open yonr eyes to the
fover and glory of the Person and righteousness of Jesus, that now to
day, while it is called to day, you may seek the Lord God. of your fa~
thers, before the night cometh when no man can work. ‘

Precious Jesus! let the same impressions of grace which wrought
wpon the mind of Josiah, be in me. Lord, make my heart tender; give
me to humble myself before thee: let 1uy soul be bowed down in
the dust in the contemplation of my own vileness, and the iniquity of
the land, that when thow comest forth in judgmeut, thou mayest, blessed:
Jesus, be my strength, and the security of thy people in the day of visita-
tion. And oh! Lord, grant that in thy blood and righteousness my soul
may find an everlasting hiding place, both from the afihictions of this
fife and the terrors, of the world to come. Yes! precious Jesus! on thee
do 1 call, to thee will I come, by thee shall I be saved, for thou art my
strength, and my song, and art become my salvation.

CHAP. XXIIL

. CONTENTFS.

Josialk eonvenetly all Judah to the hearing of the book of the Iuw of
God, which Hilkiah had found in the temple.  This chapter relates the
circumstances of this solemnity. The king reneiveth the covenant of the
Lord, and prosecuteth the destruction of idolutry.

ND the king sent, and they gathered unto

( him all the elders of Judah and of Jerusalem.
2 And the king went up into the house of the
Lorp, and all the men of Judal and all the inha~
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bitants of Jerusalem with him, and the priests, and
the prophets, and all the people both small and
great: and he read in their ears all the words of-
‘the book of the covenant which was found in the
house of the Lorp.

There is a wonderfu] degree of beauty in this chapter, as well as
a great degree of humble reverence manifested by Josiah upon the occa-
sion, in thus convening all Judah to hear God’s sacred word. Josiah
had been told that God’s decree for the punishment of Israel was gone
forth, and could not be altered. Yet Josiah still prosecutes the service
of learning limself, and causing Israel to hear and observe the law of
God. Not countent with causing the blessed book to be read, it should

seem le read it to the people himself. Perhaps, in obedience to
that precept, Deut. xvii. 18, 19.

3 € And the king stood by a pillar, and made
a covenant before the Lorp, to walk after .the
Lorp, and to keep his commandments and his
‘testimonies and his statutes with all #ezr heart and
all their soul, to perform the words of thi§ cove-
nant that were written in this book. And all the

people stood to the covenant.
The covenant here spoken of means the renewal of that gracious one
the Lord had vouchsafed in times past, when he formed Israel into a
“ church ; in which God graciously said, I will be their God, and they
'shall be my people. Implying the people’s hearty and joyful consent
t0'have God for their God in a covenant way, as the God of Abrabam,
“ Isaac, and Jacob. Exod. xix. 5, 6.

4 ¢ And the king commanded Hilkiah the high
priest, and the priests of the second order, and the
keepers of the door to bring forth out of the tem-
ple of the Lorp all the vessels that were made for
Baal, and for the grove, and for all the host of
heaven: and he burned them without Jerusalem
in the fields of Kidron, and carried the ashes of
them unto Beth-el. ‘

5 And he put down theidolatrous priests, whom
the kings of Judah had ordained to burn incense
in the high places in the cities of Judah, and in the
places round about Jerusalem; them also that
burned incense unto Baal, to the sun, and to the

moon, and to the planets, and to all the host of
heaven.
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.6 And he brought out the grove from the house
of the Lorbp, without Jer usalem unto the brook
Kidron, and burned it at tlie blook Kidron, and
stamped 2 small to powder, and cast the powder
thereof upoun the graves of the children of the
people. |

7 And he brake down the houses of the sodom-
ites, that were by the house of the Lorp, where
the women wove hangings for the grove.

8 And he brought all the priests out of the ci-
ties of Judah, and defiled the bigh places where
the priests bad burned incense, from Geba to
Beer-sheba, and brake down the high places of
the gates that were in the entering in of the gate of

\Joshua the governor of the city, “which were on a
man’s lett hand at the gate of the city.

9 Nevertheless the puests of the high places
came not up to the altar of the Lorp in Jerusa-
lem, but they did eat of the unleavened bread
among theirbrethren.

10 And he defiled Topheth which ésin the val-
ley of the chileren of Hinnom, that no man might
malke his son or his daughter to pass tlnou0h the
fire to Molech.

11 And he took away the horses that the kings
of Judah had given to the sun, at the entering
of the house of the Lorp, by the chamber of Na-
than-melech the Chambelldm which was in the
suburbs, and burned the chariots of the sun with
fire.

12 And the altars that were on the top of the
upper chamber of Ahaz, which the kings of Judah
had made, and the altars which Manasseh had
made in the two courts of the house of the Lorp,
did the king beat down, and brake ¢them down from
thence, and cast the dust of them into the brook
Kidron.

13 And the high places that were before Jeru-
Vou. 111, P
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salem, which were on the right hand of the mount
of corruption, which Solomon the king of Israel
. had builded for Ashtoreth the abomination of the
Zidonians, and for Chemosh the abomination of
‘the Moabites, and_for Milcom the abomination
of the children of Ammon, did the king defile.

14 And he brake in pieces the images, and cut
down the groves, and filled their places with the
bones of men. -

15 Morcover the altar that wes at Beth-el, and
the high place which Jeroboam the son of Nebat,
who made Israel to sin, had made, both that altar
and the high place he brake down, and burned the
high place, and stamped i small to powder, and

burned the grove.

* When the king had finished reading the werds of God’s holy law, he
Jproceeded with an holy zeal to bear testimony to God’s truth, in the de-
struction of all that God's holy law had forbidden. And what a blessed
work was here wrought. Reader! are you not astonished to behold,
and read the account! How was it possible for the great enemy of souls
to have kept up his cursed empire in the heart, and even in the midst of
God’s own people, from generation to generation, in this manner!
Reader! do you wonder at it? Look within! See what a body of sin.
and death, even i the midst of grace, (if in mercy the Lord the Spirit
hath regenerated-you) you carry about with you! If we recollect, more-
over, that Josiah had sat upon the throne, at the time that this great work ~
was done, about eighteen years, during which time he had set his people
a good example, it is- not a little wonderful that, under the blessings of
such a reign, idolatry should have held out fo such an extent. Reader!
what will example do? nay, what will even reading the sacred word of
God do, unless that reading of God’s own word be accompanied with
his own power? It is bardly pessible to read this account of what
Josialr destroyed, but with fear and trembling. There were vessels of
Baal even in the temple of the Lord : there were idolatrous priests who, at
the command of the former kings, had dared to burn incense in the high
places: there were even liouses for the transaction of such abominable fil-
thiness and umnatural uucleanness, as are not to be once named among
us, as becometh saints.  And all these not merely in the suburbs of Ju-
dea; not near the cloisters of God’s church ; butiin the very church it-
self.  There were horses given to the sun, that were, as it should seem,
kept for the worshipping of the sun by them. Perhaps, as some have
thought, at sup-rising the idolaters went forth on them, to make exercises
in honor of this creature of God, the sun.” And strange to think, the
stables of these beasts were in the very temple itself. And the image of
Moloch, in the valley of Tophet, was ammong the horrible services of the

people, where they-commitied these unnatural and unfeeling crimes, te

=
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make their own children, in honor of this dunghill-god, pass through fire.
Reader! pause as you'read, and let our souls be humbled to the dust in

the view of such a state of degradation to which, by sin, the human’
mind is capable of being brought. Let us never lose sight of one un-

questionable truth, as we read the awful account, namely, that by the

fall of man, all men are by nature’ the same. What one man, or one

nation is capable of doing, all are equally prone to. It is grace, free,

sovereigu, distinguishing grace which maketh all the difference. And

therefore think, Reader, (and oh! my soul, do thou never, never for a

moment lose sight of it) what unspeakable, what endless mereies do we

owe to Jesus, who, in the fulness of grace and truth, came to repair the

desolations of many generations, and to raise up the ruins of David which

were fallen down. Oh! thow precious, blessed, adorable Redeemer!

Hail ! thou glorious, gracious Benefactor of mankind! Amos ix. 11.

16 And as Josiah turned himself, he spied the
sepulchres that were there in the mount, and sent,
and took the bones out of the sepulchres, and
burned them upon the.altar, and polluted it, ac-
cording to the word of the Lorp which the man.
of God proclaimed, who proclaimed these words.

17 Then he said, What title is that that I see?
And the men of the city told him, I¢ is the sepul+
chre of the man of God, which came from Judah,
and proclaimed these things that thou hast done
against the altar of Beth-el.

18 And he said, Let him alone; let no man
move his bones. So they let his bones alone, with
the bones of the prophet that came out of Sama-
Tia.

There is soinewhat particularly interesting in the history to which these
verses refer, and I would beg the Reader to mark it with me. If he
will turn to the thirteenth chapter of the first book of the kings, he will
read the history of those events, which the Lord, by the prophet there
spoken of, predicted that Josiah himself should fulfil. And although it
was at a distance of no less than 350 years from the time of the prediction
to the accomplishment, yet so exact, and so particular was the corres-
pondence of oue to the other, as if it had been recorded in one and the
same day. Reader! doth it not warm your heart, the very thought of
it?  Oh! how delightful is this doctrine, considered as to the great ob-
ject of all doctrine, the salvation by our Lord Jesus. He was set up
from everlasting. And Paul tells us that the church also was chosen in
bim before the foundation of the world. See those precious scriptures
to this effect: Prov. viii. 22-—31. Micah v.2. FEphes.i. 4. 2 Tim. i
9. In addition to the observations made in the Commentary, on this

history of the prophet, | Kings xiii, I would only here add, that thougit
the Lord was pleased, by way of example to the church, to punish that

Prp2
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prophet’s disobedience with temporary death; yet you observe here the
Lord watched over his dust; and amidst the burning of the bones of
others, his lay secure. 1t is a part of the covenant 1o inflict the rod, by
way of chastisement, for sin, but the everlasting salvation of the Lord’s
herltage is secured, from the Lord’s rmhteousueas Psm. Ixxxix. 30—
36. What the old lying prophet proposed to himself, in being laid in
the same sepulchre, I know not, but like another lying prophet, he
thought, perhaps, the very dust of God’s Israel a gracious preservative.
Kumb. xxiil. 10. "Reader! think of this! And be assured no goldsmith
éver prized the premous dust of the golden ore, equal to what Jecus doth
the very ashes of his people. Howeven to your view, or my view, this
may seem- lost, and scattered, and mmrrlui amidst th(, rubbish of the
earth, oramong the bodies of the carnal, Jesus beholds every particle of
his whole m)stlcal body; and when he cometh to make up his jewels,
will as easily gather them altogether, and reanimate, and cause them to -
Tise up a clormed body, as he “first called them out of the dust of the
earth, when he breathed in their nostrils the breath of life, Sweet
thought.  Oh! my soul, cherish it. Precious in the sight of the Lord
is the death of his saints. Psm. cxvi, 15,

19 And. all the houses also of the high places
that were in the cities of Samaria, which the’ kings
of, Israel had made to provoke the LORD to an-
ger, Josiah took away, and did to them according
to all the acts that he had done in Beth-el.

20 And he slew all the priests of the high
places that were there upon the altars, and burned
men’s bones upon them, and returned to Jérusa-
lem. '

21 And the king commanded all the people,
~saying, Keep the pa,ssox er unto the Lorb your
God, as it 4 written in the book of this covenant.

22 Surely there was not holden such a passover
from the days of the judges that judged Israel, nor
i all the days of the kings of Isracl, nor of the
kings of Judah;

‘?J But in the eighteenth year of king Joslah,
wherein this passover was holden to the LORD in

Jerusalem.

What a delight{ul view of Josmh is here given? He first sets his heart
to cleanse the lemple and next offers lnmself and his people to the Lord,
And as this passover was typical of Christ, no doubt Josiah and his peo-
pie had an eye to Jesusinit. And what a delight{ul testimony the Holy
Chost hath given of it.  Surely there never was holden such a.passover
through zll the periads of the history of Canaan. - Ifow is Josiah's me-
mory blessed in tius view ! -
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24 Momovel the workers with famihar spirits,
and the wizards, and the i images, and the idols, and
all the abominations that were spied in the land
of Judah and Jerusalem, did Josiah put away, that
he might perform the words of the law which were
written in.the book that Hilkiah the priest found
in the house of the Lorp.

25 And like unto him was there no king before
him, that turned to'the Lorp with all his heart,
and thh all his soul, and with all his might, ac-
cording to all the law of Moses; neither attcr him

arose there any like him.

Wken we consider the youth of this good king, it serves to teach young
persons of all ranks, how graceful in the Lord's sight is early piety.

26 Notwithstanding the Lorp turned not from
the fierceness of his meqt wrath, wherewith his
anger was kindled against Judah, because of all
the provocations that Manasseh had provoked
him withal. |

27 And the-Lorp said, T wili remove Judah
also out of my sight, as I have removed Israel,
and will cast off this city Jerusalem which 1 have
chosen, and the house of which I said, My name
“ shall be there,

Reader! we learn from hence these most solemn truths. The word
of the Lord is unalterable. He hath proclaimed the surc wages of sin
to be death. And rather than this law shall be altered, his only begot-
ten Son shall die. Oh! bow solemn a consideration in the very moment

while we bless God {or the mercy. We rejoice indeed; but we rejoice
with trembling.

28 Now the rest of the acts of Josiah, and all
that he did, are they not written in the book of
the chronicles of the kings of Judah?

29 In his days Pharaoh-nechoh king of Egypt
went up against.the King of Assyria to the river
Eupbrates and King Josiah went against him;
and he slew him at Memddo, when he had seen
him.

320 And his servants carried him in a charlot
dead from Megiddo, and brought him to Jerusa-
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lem, and buried him in his own sepulchre. And
the people of the land took Jehoahaz the son of
Josiah, and anointed him, and made him king in
his father’s stead.

No character among the sons of meu is free from lmperfechon. The
best pictures have their shade. Of none but he who is the brightness of-
his Father’s glory, and fairer than the children of men, could it ever be
said that in his mouth was found no guile. None but thee, thou blessed
Jesus, was altogether holy, harmless, undefiled, separate from siuners, and
higher than the heavens! Josiah, we see in this instance, lost his con-
fidence in the Lord. What thmwh Pharaoh went up against the king of
Assyria, what was that to Josth Was he afraid that in so domg, he
might come too nigh to Judah? And if so, why did he not consult the
Lord? Beside, as we read in the parallel history, (2 Chron. xxxv. 20, 21)
the king of Egypt told himthat he was acting under the authority of God,
Yet Josiah slighted all these things, and the consequence was fatal.
Alas! what is man in his highest attainments! Oh! dcarest Lord Je-
sus, how glorious to the view is it, in my ¢ ul’s esteem, that thy righte-
ousness is complete, by which the poor sinner is justified.

31 Jehoahaz was twenty and three years old
when he bcoan to reign; and he reigned three
months in Jerusalem And his mothel $ name
- was Hamutal, the daughter of Jeremiah of Libnah.

32 And he did that which was evil in the sight of
the Lorp, according to all that his fathers had
done.

33 And Pharaoh-nechoh put him in bands at
Riblah in the land of Hamath, that he might not
- reign in Jerusalem ; and put the land to a tribute
of an hundred talents of sxlvex, and a talent of
gold.

34 And Pharaoh-nechoh made Eliakim the son
of Josiah king in the room of Josiah bhis father,
and he turned his name to Jehoiakim, and took
Jeboahaz away: and he came to Egypt, and died
there.

35 And Jehoiakim gave the silver and the gold
to Pharaoh; but he ta‘;ed the land to gjve the mo~
ney according to the commandment of Pharaoh ; ;
. he exacted the silver and the gold of the people
of the land; of every one according to his taxation,
to give ¢ unto Pharaoh-nechoh. -
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36 Jehoiakim was twenty and five years old
when he began to reign; and he reigned eleven
years in Jerusalem. And his mother’s name was.
Zebudah, the daughter of Pedaiah of Rumah.

37 And he did that which was evil in the sight
of the Lorp, according to all that his fathers bad

done.

We are hastening now to the period of Judah’s history, as a kingdom.
Three short monthsJehoahaz reigned; and then was made a prisoner.
The prophet Ezekiel laments him under the similitude of a young lion.
T.zek. xix. 1—3. And Jeremiah, who taught the people to mourn over Jo-
siah, (2 Chron. xxxv. 25) lamented the obstinacy and disobedience of his
son. Jer. xxil. 10—12, Another of Josiah’s children was made king,
when Jehoahaz was carried away captive. But neither the captivity of
his brother, nor the poverty of Limself, under the tyranny of the king of
Egypt, induced any reform. We read of nothing but evil; and Judah ri-
pening for God’s judgments, Alas! when God’s milder chastisements
will not reclaim; is it wonderful, nay, is it not gracious, that severer ones
are adopted!

—

B e— 2

REFLECTIONS. . ‘

How interesting to good Josiah appeared the Jaw of God! With
what peculiar delight did he convene all the people to attend the read-
ing of it! And with what holy joy did he celebrate the passover, and
renew the covenant God had made with their fathers, Think, Reader!
1 charge you what should be your joy and nine in receiving the gospel,
the precious, blessed gospel of the ever blessed God! How should we |
delight to attend the public assemblies, and gather others to-attend
alsol  And if the mere celebration of the paschal feast in commemo-
ration was so interesting, which after all was but a type of better
things, founded upon better promises, how should our joy burst forth
at the feast of Christ our Passover, and with what holy rapture should
we attend Jesus at his supper! Oh! thou Lamb of God! oh! thou
who art both the Passover, the sacrifice, the High DPriest, and the
golden Altar ou which the sacrifice was offered! Be thou my joy, my
sacrifice, my righteousness, the whole of the covenant, and my all in
all.  Let it be said indeed, that surely there never was holden such a
passover, as when Christ was sacrificed for his people. ' And never was
wy soul really, and truly feasted, until by happy faith, I ate of his flesh,
and drank of his bleod, by which T bave eternal life abiding in me.

Let us ot take our farewell of Josiah without gathering one im-
provement more from the view the Holy Ghost is pleased to give of
him. Though it be not always becoming to cull out the shades of good
meun, yet if the soul be led to improve such views as shew the universal
imperfection of nature, in order to lead to Jesus, then we may ot only
with safety*do it, but also derive’much advantage from it.  Yes, blessed
* Lord Jesus! wherever I look, to whomsoever I direct my attention,
find frailty and imperfection mark them all. But in thee I behold all
pexfection, all glory, Oh, then! on thee let my soul unceasingly look.
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Let me behold thee as God my Father beholds thee; and as far as a

poor finite creature can imitate infinite delight, let my ravished soul say

in hunble breathings, this is my beloved Jesus in whom T am weil

pleased for- salvation, 1 count all things else but dung and dross that I
may know thee. Ee thou my joy and 1 my portion for ever.

CHAP XXIV,
' CONI‘ENTa g

The vuin of Judah is nearly arvived. Jekoialim Ml)ch'mg against
the king of B m’zz/lon, 10 whom he had been tributary three years, is
suined. Jerusalem is taken. Some account of the evil reign of Zede-
kiah. :

N his days Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon
came up, and Jehoiakim becamc his servant
three years: then he turned and rebelled against

him. :

If the Reader will be careful to connect the last of the history of the
kings of Judah, with the first of the Babylonish captivity, he should be-
gin “the close of the one with the opening of the other at this chapter.
For here we first meet with that charaeter of whom Daniel speaks so
much, Nebuchadnezzar. Alas! such a character wou'd never have been
noticed in the Church but for the Churcl’s backsliding. Satan would
have never made the figure he doth had not our nature sinned.

2 And the Lorbp sent against him bands of the
Chaldees, and bands of the Syrians, and bands of
the Moabites, and bands of the children of Am-
mon, aud sent them against Judah to destroy it, ac-
cording to the word of the Lorp, which he spake
by his servants the prophets. \

3 Surely at the commandment of the Lorp
came this upon Judah, to remove them out of his
sight, for the sins of ’\;Iandsseh accmduw to all
t!nt he did ;

4 And also for the innocent blood that he shed:
for he filled Jerusalem with innocent blood ; which
the Lorp would not pardon.

5 Now the rest of the acts of Jehoiakim, and
all that be did, are they not written in the book
of the chronicles of the kings of Judah?

6 So Jehoiakim slept with his fathers: and Je-
hoiachin his son reigned in his stead.

7 And the king of Ilgypt came not again any
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more out of his land: for the king of Babylon had
taken from the river of Egypt unto the river Eu-

phrates all that pertained to the king of Egypt.

I pray the Reader to obscrve the hand of God in all this. Evil men
are but instruments for the accomplishment of the divine will. Judah
must be removed, as Israel had been before. It is, for the most part,
by sorrow and chastisement the stout hearts of obstinate sinners are
brought low.

8 Jehoiachim was eighteen years old when he
began to reign, and he 1e1gned in Jerusalem three
1nonth:s An(l his mother’s name was Nehushta,
the daughter of Elnathan of Jerusalem.

9 And he did that which was evil in the sight of
the Lorp, according to all that his father had
done.

10 € At that time the servants of Nebuchad-
nezzar king of Babylon came up against Jerusa—~
lem, and the city was besieged.

11 And Nebuchadnezzar kmd of Babylon came
against the city, and his servants did besiege it.

12 And Jehoiachin the king of Judah went out
to the king of Babylon, he, and his mother, and
his servants, and his princes, and his officers: and
the king of Babylon took him in the eighth year
of his reign.

13 And he carried out thence all the treasures
of the house of the Lorp, and the treasures of
the king’s house, and cut in pieces all the vessels”
of gold which Solomon king of Israel had made in
the temple of the Lorp, as the Lorp had said.

14 And he carried away all Jerusalem, and all
the princes, and all the mighty men of valour, cven
ten thousand captives, and all the craftsmen and
smiths: noneremained, save the poorer sort of the
people of the land.

15 And he carried away Jehoiachin to Baby-
lon, and the king’s mother, and the king’s wives, .
and his officers, and the mighty of the ]and those
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carried he into captivity from Jerusalem to Ba-
bylon.

16 And all the men of might, even seven thou-
sand, and craftsmen and smiths a thousand, all
that were strong and apt for war, even them the
king of Babylon brought captive to Babylon.

This may be really considered the close of the kingdom of Israel apd
Judah. For though there wasa nominal king after Jehoiachim, yet as
the king of Babylon made him king, he might be considered more as the
ereature of the king of Babylon, than possessing any kingly power. Here
therefore we have the conquest of Jerusalem and the captivity of the
people. Besides the multitude which the conquerer carried away to
Babylon, we find from other parts of scripture an account of several re-
markable characters. Ezekiel was among the captives. Ezek.i. 1, 2.
Mordecai was also in the number. See Esther ii. 0.

17 9 And the king of Babylon made Mata-
niah his father’s brother king in his stead, and
changed his name to Zedekiah. '

18 Zedekiah was twenty and one years old when
he began to reign, and he reigned eleven years in
Jerusalem. And his mother’s name was Hamu-
tal, the daughter of Jeremiah of Libnah.

19 And he did that whick was evil in the sight
of the Lorbp, according to all that Jehoiakim had
done.

20 For through the anger of the Lorbp it came
to pass in Jerusalem and Judah, until he had cast
them out from his. presence, that Zedekiah re-
belled against the king of Babylon.

Reader! is it not awful, when we see that neither kindness nor se-
verity will operate upon some minds. Zedekiah had seen the ruin of his .
kingdom by reason of sin; and yet he sinned more. Oh! how certain
is it, that nothing but grace can change the heart. Dearest Lord, (I

would say for myself and Reader), take not, oh! take not thine Holy
Spirit from us!

P . Lo 2

REFLECTIONS.

WHAT an awful representation is made in this chapter, and, indeed,
in the whole history; (for all the world is but one and the same volume)
of sinners! Could one suppose it possible, was it not ascertained by fact,
that men should brave the divine power, aud, as it were, defy the Lord
by the most determined perseverance in sin. « See, my soul, in the de-
struction of Jerusalem, the sure and inevitable consequence! The wages
of sin is, and must be, death, Oh! Lord Jesus, cause me, in the view
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of it, to flee to thee for refuge, and let me hear thy voice saying, Oh!
Israel! thou hast destroyed thyself, but in me is thy help found.

Reader, behold Jerusalem thus ruined! see the people carried away
captives, See how the Lord permitted the very heathens of the earth
to scourge his people! Who, after this, will take confidence while in sin.
O Lord! be gracicus to thy land. For Jesus’ sake be not wroth very
sore, neither do thon remember our iniquities for ever; but be jealous
for thy laud, and heal her backslidings, we beseech thee.

CHAP. XXV.
CONTENTS.

Jerusalem is again besieged. Zedckiah is taken, his sons slain and
s eyes put out. The close of the chapter relates that Jehotachin, who
tad been long captive in Babylon, was brought out of prison by the
kindness of the king, and set at his table.

AN D it came to pass in the ninth year of his
reign, in the tenth month, in the tenth day
of the month, ket Nebuchadnezzar king. of Baby-
lon came, he, and all his host, against Jerusalem,
and pitched against it ; and they built forts against
it round about. /

2 And the city was besieged unto the eleventh
year of king Zedekiah.

3 And on the ninth day of the fourth month, the
famine prevailed in the city, and there was no
bread for the people of the land.

As we read in the foregoing chapter that Jerusalem was taken,
and here that it was besieged, we should remember in order to have
a clear apprehension of the history, that though Jerusalem had been
conquered by Nebuchadnezzar, yet it was not totally subdued as aking-
dom, because the conqueror appointed a king to govern it. DBut here
we find a total ruin. And what made the approach and siege of Jeru-
salem now yet more terrible was, God’s judgments were upon it. A fa-
mine joined with the sword to avenge God’s quarrel with his people for
their sin. Alas! to what a state will sin reduce any and every man! I
wish the Reader, while attending to the history of the total overthrow
of Jerusalem, would read the prophecy of Jeremiah, and especially the
book of Lamentations, all of which relate to this occasion. It should
seem; from what Jeremiah told Zedekiah, that he had it in comnmission
from the Lord to point out yet a method of deliverance, but Zedekiah
rejected the counsel of God, as sinners still do against their own souls.
See Jeremiah, chap. 37, 28, 39.

4 9 And the city was broken up, and all the
men of war fled by night by the way of the gate
between two walls, which is by the king’s garden:
(now the Chaldees were against the city round

Qe




296 2 KINGS. - [eH. xxvV.

— e e O e A R M
about:) and the king went the way toward the
plain.

5 And the army of the Chaldees pursued after
the king, and overtook him in the plains of Jeri-
cho: and all his army were scattered from him.

6 So they took the king, and brought him up
to the king of Babylon to Riblah; and they gave
Ju(‘oment upon him.

7 And they slew the sons of Zedekiah before
his eyes, and put out the eyes of Zedekiab, apd
bound him with fetters of brass, and carr ied him
to Babylon.

The history in this place is but shortly related, just to manifest God’s
certain judgments: but very long and painful must have been the pro-
cess of them in their execution. Jeremiah had been ong preaching of
them, and was much opposed, as faithful ministers are, more or less, in
all ages in this service. Hannaniah, the lying prophet, had daringly op-
posed him, and was as awfully cut off. But yet these judgments left no
lasting effect upon the minds of the people. See Jer. 28.

8 And in the fifth month, on the seventh day of
the month, which é the nineteenth year of king
Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon, came Nebuzar-
adan, captain of the g %uard a servant of the king
of Babylon, unto Jernsalem.

9 And he burnt the house of the Lorp, and the
king’s housc, and all the houses of Jerusalem, and
every great man’s house burnt he with fire.

10 And all the army of the Chaldees, that
were with the captain of the guard, brake down

the walls of Jerusalem round about.

Pause, Reader! over the perusal of these verses. Behold the very
temple of the Lord amidst the general ruins, And now Zion is plowed
as & field, as the prophet Micah had foretold Micah. iii. 12. which
prophe(‘y the prophet Jeremiah quotes’in conﬁrmatlon of his own.
See Jer. xxvi. 18. Thus the temp}e of Solomon, which had stood the
ornament of the whole world for more than 420 years, was now rased to
the ground. Jeremiah most pathetically laments over this in his book of
Lamentations, chap. it. 1-—9. iv. 12. It bath been said by historians,
(and 1 believe they gathered the account fromn Josephus) that in the
after ages of the church, when, as our Lord predicted Jerusalem should
the second time be de‘:troyed by the Romans, as here it was by the
Chaldeans, hoth events were accomplished on the very same day of the
month.
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11 Now the rest of the people that were left in
the city, and the fugitives that fell away to the
king of Babylon, with the remnant of the multi-
tude, did Nebuzar-adan the captain of the guard
carry away.

12 But the captain of the guard left of the
poor of the land to be vinedressers and husband-
men.

13 And the pillars of brass that were in the
house of the Lorp, and the bascs, and the brasen
sca that was in the house of the Lorp, did the
Chaldees break in pieces, and carried the brass of
them to Babylon.

14 And the pots, and the shovels, and the
snuffers, and the spoons, and all the vessels of
brass wherewith they ministered, took they away.

15 And the ﬁlepdns, and the bowls, and such
things as were of gold, in gold, and of silver, in sil-
ver, the captain of the guard took away.

16 The two pillars, one sea, and the bases which
Solomon had made for the house of the Lorp;
the brass of all these vessels was without weight.

17 The height of the one pillar was eighteen
cubits, and the chapiter upon it was brass: and the
height of the chapiter three cubits; and the
wreathen work, and pomegranates upon the cha-
piter round about, all of brass: and like unto these
had the second pillar with wreathen work.

18 And the captain of the guard took Seraiah
the chief priest, and Zephamah the second priest,
and the three ktepexs of the door:

19 Aud out of the city he took an officer that
was set over the men of war, aud five men of them
that were in the king’s presence, which were found
m the city, and the | principal scribe of the host,
which mustered the peoplc of the land, and three-
score men of the people of the land that were found
in the city.
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20 ‘And  Nebuzar-adan captain of the guard
took these, and brought them to the king of Ba-
bylon to Riblah:

21 And the king of Babylon smote them, and
slew them at Riblah in the land of ITamath. So
Judah was carried away out of their lapd.

Here we have the final account of Judah as a kingdom.  So that from
Joshua’s days, in which it began to be formed, to the last of its king-,
Zedekiah, it stood about 850 or 860 years. And the church’s history
now begins from the Babylonish captivity. Daniel and Ezekiel were
the two prophets, whose ministry was exercised in Babylon during the
70 years which the Lord had determined for its desolation. See Je-
relpjah xxv. 813, and Chap. xxix. 10~—14. See also Isaiah, Chap.
Xxul. 15.

22 And as for the people that remained in the
land of Judah, whom Nebuchadnezzar king of
Babylon had left, even over them he made Geda-
liah the son of Ahikam, the son of Shaphan, ruler.

23 And when all the captains of the armies,
they and their men, heard that the king of Baby-
lon had made Gedaliah governor, there came to
Gedaliah to Mizpah, even Ishmael the son of Ne-
thaniab, and Johanan the son of Careah, and Se-
ralah the son of Tanhumeth the Netophathite, and
Jaazaniah the son of a Maachathit, they and their
men,

24 And Gedaliah sware to them, and to their
men, and said unto them, Fear not to be the ser-
vants of the Chaldees: dwell in the land, and serve
the king of Babylon; and it shall be well with you.

25 But it came to pass in the seventh month,
that Ishmael the son of Nethaniah, the son of
Elishama, of the seed royal, came, and ten men
with him, and smote Gedaliah, that he died, and
the Jews and the Chaldees that were with him at
Mizpah.

26 And all the people, both small and great,
and the captains of the armies, arose, and came to
Euypt: for they were afraid of the Chaldees.

Jeremiah had told Baruch that his life should be given for a prey,
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and here we find certain of the people were preserved, Jer. xlv. 5. It
was the mercy of God, in the midst of judgment, to incline the Kiag of
Babylon to preserve some of the people, and to have Gedaliah, a faith-
ful man, made Governor. And no doubt many of the faithful availed
themselves of his mild government. But yet we see, even in the midst
of judgments, as in the case of Ishmael, how evil men will exercise their
dreadful purposes. What became of those who upon this event fled to
Egypt, is not said. Perhaps the Lord had some gracious design in the
permission. See [saiah in that sweet prophecy, Isaiah xix. 18—~25.

27 And it came to pass in the seven and thir-
tieth year of the captivity of Jehoiachin king of
. Judah, in the twelfth month, on the seven and
twentieth day of the month, #hat Evil-merodach
king of Babylon in the year that he began to reign
did lift up the head of Jehoiachin king of Judah
out of prison; \

28 And he spake kindly to him, and set his
throne above the throne of the kings that were
with him in Babylon;

29 And changed his prison garments: and he
did eat bread continually before him all the days
of his life.

30 And his allowance was a continudl allowance
given bhim of the king, a daily rate for every day,
all the days of his life. ‘

It is hardly possible to read the wonderful change in the circumstances
of Jelioiachin, who, after so long a period as thirty-seven years lying
in a prison, is brought forth to liberty, and to the king’s table, without
having our minds led out in the contemplation, how wounderful the
changes sometimes are in human life. But oh! what a change i3 that
in grace, when from the prison of death and sin, the soul is brought
forth to the light and liberty of the gospel. When Jesus opens the
door in conversion, and calls forth tl:e captives of Satan fiom the pri-
son-house! When by the blood of his Covenant, Jehovah sends forth
his prisoners of hope from the pit in which is no water. Zach. ix. 11.
And Reader! carry on the idea, and think if(t be possible, what ever-
lasting {reedom that will be, when death itself shall, at the voice of Je-
sus, give up his dead, and all the children of Jesus shall sit down at
his table, to go out 1o mere! Precious thought! may it warm my
heart amidst all the changeable events in the providences of my God
and Saviour, during the whole of this life, aud amidst the revolutions of
all things hese below : may it be the portion of both Writer and Reader

to live on an unchangeable God in Christ Jesus, who is now the peace of
his peaple, and will be their glory for evermore!
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REFLECTIONS.

READER! we ave brought to the final close of Judaly’s history as a
kingdom in this Chapter; and therefore let us pause over the subject,
and i beholding the desolated state of Zion as a church, take up the
Iamentation of the mowrnful prophet and say, How is the gold become
dim! how is the most fine gold changed!

Aund as we pause and behold the desolation, let us look hack at her
former felicity, and ask the cause of ber present ruin. Beauliful for
situation, (said one of old) the joy of the whole earth is Mount Zion.
Here was not only the royal city of David, but the holy city of our God,
even David’s Lord.. It was the Lord that founded Zion, (saith one that
answereth the messengers of the nation) aid the poor of his people shail
trust in it. But where is she now? The Lord haik cast down Zion in
the day of his fierce anger.

And wherefore hath the Lord doune this to Zien? Alas! alas! be-
cause Zion hath foisaken her God, therefore is she gone mto ecaptivity,
and her kings and priests with her. But will the Lord cast ofi’ for ever?
Will he be no more intreated? Is his mercy clean gone for ever? And
will he shut pp his loving-kindness in displeasure?

Reader! connect with this view the precious redemption by Jesus.
Behold him who came for the recovery of Zion, not merely from the
captivity of Babylon, but from the more dreadful captivity of sin and

~death. Look at Jesus in the accomplishment of redemption, epening
the doors of confinement, “bringing the prisoners from the prison, and
them that sat in darkness out of the prison-house. Yes, blessed Jesus !
the Spirit of the Lord was upon thee, and thou hast come to make a
thorough change in all the circamstances of thy people; and not mere-
1y to bring thy captives, like Jehoiachim, from the prison to thy table,
but to exchange their prison-garments to the robes of salvation and
glery.  "Thou wilt bring them all home to thy house; thou wilt raise up
the tabernacles of David that are fallen down, for according to thy pro-
mise we look for new heavens and a new earth, even the new Jerusa-
lem, wherein righteousness shall dwell for ever. Hail! thou holy,
blessed, Lord Jesus! Hail thou Almighty conqueror of all the foes of
our salvation! Shortly thou wilt come to take all thy banished ones
home, and the ransomed of Zion shall return with songs and everlasting
Jjoy upon their heads: they shall obtain joy and gladness, and sorrow
aud sighing shall flee away. Even so, come Lord Jesus, Amen,
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