THE SECOND
LOOK OF THE CHRONICLIS.
————Em—

GENERAL OBSERVATIONS.

HIS second book of the Chronicles bears no proportion, in point

of the time it records, to that of the former. For all the events

registered in this volume, include the history of somewhat less than

500 years. It takes up the records of the church from abouta

thousand years before the coming of the Lord Jesus Christ, and

the history is pursued through this book to the period of the Baby-
lonish captivity.

The events recorded in this second book of the Chronicles, cor-
respond, in point of history, to what is related m the firstand second
book of the Kings; but the Reader will do well to observe, what
further accounts are given here, in addition to what were then re-
corded. The design of the Holy Ghost, (if one may presume so
to speak) in the compilation of these Chronicles, is to preserve the
history of the church of God, and especially in a faithful record of
the regular descent of the family of David. The dving patriarch,
Jacob, under the influence of God the Spirit had prophesied, that
the sceptre should not depart from Judah, nor a law-giver from
between his feet, until the Shifoh should come. These Chronicles,
when traced in a regular suceession, and compared with what fol-
lows in the other books of sacred inspiration, lead the Reader on to
the discovery of the fulfilment of this prophecy. Through the se-
veral monarchies which succeeded the Babylonian, to the coming
of Christ, we trace the lineal descent of David’s royal house. ~ And
as, through all the tributary statein which the church was brought,

~under the Persian, the Grecian, and at last the Roman government,
the Jews never lost sight of their own king, ncither their own laws;
so it is worthy the highest attention, that under the latter empire,
during which time the Lord Jesus came, the Jews themselves con-
fessed, that now they had no king but Casar. Now therefore
the Shiloh was come.  And the royal house of David, in the person
of Jesus, emerged from the obscurity in which it had been solong
hid, and brought forward again that kingdom, of the increase and
government of which there shall be no end.

I shall detain the Reader no longer from entering on the perusal

- of this book of God, but only, as in every former instance, so in this,
to beg his eye may be always on the look out for Flim, on whose ac-
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count, and for whose great woik of redemption, not only the Bible
was written, but even creation itself, with all its maguificence, was
appointed. ltis offering no violence to truth, to believe that, as the
Lord Jehovah from everlasting had determined the redemption of
his people; when he went forth in acts of creation, these were pre-
-paratory to the more glorious deeds in redetption, which were to
follow. And hence, every event from the creation of the world, to
the coming of the Lord Jesus Christ, was designed as intermediate,
and preparatory to the introduction of him, who though appearing
in what 1s called the fulness of time, was in reality set up from ever-
lasting. Itisunder the most perfect conviction of this, that I ven-
ture to beg again and again the Reader’s most earnest enquiry
through every page, for him to whom the whole ministers. And
oh! thou Holy Spirit of truth; thou Glorifier of the Lord Jesus!
let it please thee to call up the diligence, and to reward the search
both of Writer and Reader in their enquiries, like the Greeks which
came up to the feast, when like them, as we explore this feast of di-
vine records, we say also, We would see Jesus. Be pleased, Lord,
to hang out his star in the firmament of thy word, and by a more
luminous light of thy grace within cur souls, lead us,-and go before
us, until 1t points to the place where the Lord Jesusis. Onesuch
view of thee, thoublessed Jesus! discovered in those Chronicles of
thy church, in manifesting both thy love then and now, will give a
Jjoy unspeakable, and full of glory ; and become a renewed evi-
dence, to all the numbers we are continually receiving, that thou art
indeed Jesus Christ, the same yesterday, and to day, and for
ever.

CHAP. 1L
CONTENTS.

This second book of Chronicles takes up the subject of history whers
the former left off.  Solomon’s entrance on his reign is here recorded :
his solemn gffering at Gibeon: his choice of wisdom : his strength, and’
riches. »

. N'D Solomon the son of David was strengthen-

ed in his kingdom, and the Lorp his: God
was with him, and magnified him exceedingly.

2 Then Solomon spake unto all Israel, to the
captains of thousands and of hundreds, and to the
judges, and to every governor in all Israel, the
chief of the fathers.

3 So Solomon, and all the congregation with
him, went to the high, place that wus at Gibeon;
for there was the tabernacle of the congregation
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of God, which Moses the servant of the Lorp had
made in the wilderness.

4 But the ark of God had David brought up
from Kirjath-jeariin to the place which David had
prepared for it: for he had pitched a tent for it
at Jerusalem.

5 Moreover the brasen altar, that Bezaleel the
son of Uri, the son of IHur, had made, he put be-
fore the tabernacle of the Lorp: and Solomon

.and the congregation sought unto it.

6 And Solomon went up thither to the brasen
altar before the Lorp, which was at the tabernacle.
of the congregation, and offered a thousand burnt
offerings upon it.

There 1s somewhat very interesting in this view of Solomon, on his en-
trance on his government. How beautiful is it to see magistrates first
seeking grace and wisdom from the Lord, before that they take the reins
of government into their hand. Is not the custom of our nation, in the
election of chief magistrates in towns and cities, being preceded by
prayer, to direct them'in their choice; is it not taken from such scrip-
ture authority as this? 1 shall not offend, I hope, auy of this character,
(if peradventure any such should condescend to glance their eye on my
Poor Man’s Commentary) when 1 add, it is a sight indeed most lovely,
when men really and truly seek counsel from God on those occasions,
Oh! what a beautiful portrait of magistracy hath Job drawn, when he
says, I put on righteousness, and it clothed me; my judgment was as a
robe and a diadem. ITwas eyes to the blind, and feet was I to the lame.
T was a father to the poor, and the cause which I knew not I searched
out. When Jesus, in whom are hid all the treasures of wisdom and
knowledge, gives out of himself to the men that seek for him as for
hidden treasure; then he is, and will be all this to his people. I'would
wish the Reader to peruse the whole passage. Jeb xxix. 5—17. It
should seem that the ark being at Jerusalem, and the altar at Gibeon,
was for the present intended for the greater benefit of the church. Our
Jesus is both the Ark and the Altar: and he, blessed be his name, is in
all places, and with all his people always, even unto the end of theworld.
Matt. xxviil. 20. :

7 9. In that night did God appear unto Solo-
men, and said unto him, Ask what I shall give
thee.

8 And Solomon said unto God, Thou hast
shewed great mercy unto David my father, and
hast made me to reign in his stead.

9 Now, O Lorp God, let thy promise unto
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David my father be cstablished: for thou hast
made me king over a people like the dust of the
earth in multltude.

10 Give me now wisdom and knowledge, that
I may go out and come in before this people: for

who can judge this thy people, that is so great ?

We have this account before, 1 Kings iii. 5. I must again beg the.
Reader to consult the paralle] passage, both in the sacred text, and in the
Commentary. TFor the sake of shortness, T shall not repeat what is there
said. I only in addition, request the Reader to observe with me, how
evident it is, from this prayer of Solomon, that the Spirit of ‘the Lord
was upon him, to teach him whatto say, aud what to pray for. Observe
how Solomen eyes the Lord’s hand in his appointment as king.  Thou
hast shewed mereyto David my father, and hast made me to reign in his
slead. Observe moreover, how Solomon begs for suited wlsdom to the
discharge of the high trust to which he was called.  Give me wisdom,
that Fmay go in anu! out before this people. And observe still further,
that he founds all his claim upon God's promises; Let th, ) Promise un-
to David my father be established. Reader! mark down what most con-
eerus us th)s view. Doth not our God say, Ask what F shall give thee?
Not indeed in dreams of the night, but in the open full day of ivis gospel.
So run the precious words, Ask, and ye shall receive, that yowr joy may
be full. Jobn xvi. 24. Andis mot the promise of God the Father
founded in covenant engagements, confirmed with an oath, and sealed in
the blood of his dear Son? Shall we doubt? Shall we question the
divine truth and faithfulness?  Ob! bow precious is it to see our.secu-
rity in this doubled grace; the glory of Jehoval'’s name, in his word and
aath ; and the e\ellastmcr merit and righteousness of the Lord Jesus
Christ }

11 Aund God said to Solomon, Because this
was in thine heart, and thou hast not asked riches,
~wealth, or honour, nor the life of thine enemies,
neither yet hast asked long life; but hast asked
wisdom and knowledge for thyself, that thou
mayest judge my peoplt_, over whom I have made
thee king :

12 \szdom and }\nowledwe s granted unto
thee; and I will give thee riehes, and wealth, and
honour, such as none of the kmn“s have had that
have been before thee, neither shall there any after

thee have the like.

We have here God’s gracious answer.  Apd in the overflowing bounty
ofthe Loid, how sw eetly doth it remind us of what the apostle salth that,
Gad is able to do exceeding abundantly above all that we ean aske or
thiak. LEphes. iil. 20. bullhope, after what was observed in the
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parallel passage, (1 Kings 1ii.) that the Keader is running beyond his
views of Solemon king of Israel, to contemplate in ali this our Almigbty
Solomon, God the Father’s Jedidiah (his beloved) shadowed forth in his
furniture for the kingdom of his people. Jesus indeed, in his media-
torial character, was not only filled with wisdom and k.owiedge, and
all the treasures hidden with him: but he is emphaticaily caded Wisdom
itself, even the Wisdom of God for calvation. Reader! bebold then
the Lord Jesus entering upon his kingdom, and in the constitation of
his Person, in his offices, in all his characters, acts, and relations, unfold-
ing to his church and people, the most sovereigu proofs of wisdom, grace,
and riches. How lovely is it to behold the features of the Redcemer,
shadowed forth in any of his people!

3 Then Solomon came from his journey to the
high place that was at Gibeon to Jerusalem, from
before the tabernacle of the congregation, and
reigned over Israel.

14 And Solomon gathered chariots and horse-
men: and he had a thousand and four hundred
chariots, and twelve thousand horsemen, which he
placed in the chariot cities, and with the king at -
Jerusalem.

15 And the king made silver and gold at Jeru-
salem as plenteous as stones, and cedar trees made
he as the sycamore trees that are in the vale for
abundance.

16 And Solomon had horses brought out of
Egypt, and linen yarn: the king’s merchants re-
ceived the linen yarn at a price.

17 And they fetched up, and brought forth out
of Egypt a chariot for six hundred shekels of silver ,
and an horse for an hundred and fifty: and so
brought they out korses for all the kings of the
Hlttltes, and for the kings of Syria, by their

means.

I have before noticed those things in the Commentary on the same
bistory, 1 Kings iii. &c. I only therefore now add, that when we read
those things of Solomon’s splendour with an eye to Jesus, what is the
plenteousness of the silver and gold at Jerusalem, compared o the
durable riches, and righteousness, ‘Which Jesus gives in plentifu! profusion

to his people, when he gives them himseif? Then, in deed and ia truth,
Jesus causeth them to inherit sudstance; ail else is vanity. Jesus’s {ruit
is better than gold yea, than fine gold and his revenuetian choice silver.
Oh! thou precious Lord! lead me in the way of righteousness, and
Vor. 111, 3K
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o=————

cause me to inherit thyself, whichis substance indeed! Prov. vii. 18
—20.
—————*——-——

REFLECTIONS.

1 -PAss over every other consideration in this chapter, to have my soul
unceasingly fixed on thee, thou glorious Solomon, and the peaceable,
- happy reign of righteousness, which by thy coming to the throne of
David thy father, thou, even thou, O blessed Jesus, hast brought in to
the redemption of mankind! I cannot look on any other. 1 dare not
take off my thoughts from the contemplation of Jesus! Thy word tells
me, that in thee are hid all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge.
And to what other source shall I go, who am so poor and ignorant in my-
self, and need supply so continually, when all riches and honour are with
thee, and there is none else that can cause my soul to inherit substance.
Like the Solomon of whom T read in this chapter, I would say, Give me
. understanding and knowledge, that I may have that life efernal, which
consisteth in the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face
of Jesus Christ! Hath not God thy Father constituted thee King in
Zion? Hath he not given all things into thine hand? Is not grace,
imercy, life, and peace, treasured up in thee? And are not all the bless-
ings thy redeemed can possibly need, in time or in eternity, found in thee ?
not simply as plenteous as the stones in Jerusalem, but inexhaustible, in-
calculable, unsearchable? Oh! thenfor faith to believe the record which
God hath given of his dear Son! 1 would come to thee, blessed Jesus,
for all [ need. And I would come as one sure to obtain. For though
thou hast all the treasures of heaven, and art the Almighty Treasurer,
yet is it not for thyself, but for thy people. It hath pleased the Father,
that in thee should all fulness dwell; that of thy fulness we might
all receive, and grace for grace.  'Who so ready to give as Jesus! Who
s0 needy as I!” Pour out then, Lord, of thy fulness. I ask not the
rviches, the weaith, the honour of this vain world, but the wisdom fhat
makelh wise unto salvation. T ask Jesus himself! Grant me thyself,
O Lord, for in thee 1 have all things, '

CHAP. IL

CONTENTS.
This Chapter represents Solomon as beginning the work of the tem-

ple. He numbers the men for the service: sends to Huram for materials :
Hiraw's kind answer. :

ND Solomon determined to build an house
for the name of the Lorp, and an house for
bis kingdom. ) ' -
" 2 And Solomon told out threescore and ten
thousand men to bear burdens, and fourscore
thousand to hew in the mountain, and three thou=

sand and six hundred to oversee them.
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The account here given, is so very similar to what we read 1 Kings v.
that once for all I refer the Reader to it.

3 9 And Solomon sent to Huram the king of
Tyre, saying, As thou didst deal with David my
father, and didst send him cedars to build him an
house to dwell therein, even so deal with me.

4 Behold, I build an house. to the name of the
Liorp my God, to dedicate é to him, and to burn
before him sweet incense, and for the continual
shewbread, and for the burnt offerings morning
and evening, on the sabbaths, and on the new
moons, and on the solemn feasts of the Lorp our
God. 'This s an ordinance for ever to Israel.

5 And the house which I build s great: for
great s our God above all gods.

6 But who is able to build him an house, seeing
the heaven and heaven of heavens cannot contain
him? who am I then, that I should build him an
house, save only to burn sacrifice before him?

7 Send me now therefore a man cunning to
work in gold, and in silver, and in brass, and in
iron, and- in purple, and crimson, and blue, and -
that can skill to grave with the cunning men that
are with me in Judah and in Jerusalem,’ whom
David my father did provide.

8 Send me also cedar trees, fir trees, and algum
trees, out of Lebanon: for I know that thy ser-
vants can skill to cut timber in Lebanon; and,
behold, my servants shal/ be with thy servants.

9 Even to prepare me timber in abundance:
for the house which I am about to build sha// be
wonderful great.

10 And, behold I will give to thy servants, the
hewers that cut timber, twenty thousand mea-
sures of beaten wheat, and twenty thousand mea-
sures of barley, and twenty thousand baths of

wine, and twenty thousand baths of oil.
The message here recorded, which Solomon sent to Hiram, is much
3K 2
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more particalarly related than the parallel one in the bookof the Kings. I
beg the Reader to mark this. Thereis very great beauty, aswellas piety,
in that part of his address, in which he endeavours to impress upon the
mind of Hiram suitable ideas of the greatness of the Lord God of lsrael.
He was asking favours of the king of Tyre; and the king of Tyre, for
ought we know to the contrary, had but slender knowledge, if any, con-
cerning Israel's God. Yét Solomon refrains not from magnifying the
Lord God of Israel. He plainly tells Hiram, that his God is above all
gods, that none was worthy, none was able to build an habitation suit-
abie for his honour; that the heavens and the heaven of heavens could
not contain him. Aud though Solomon doth not say it in so many words,
yet he as good as intimates, that if so great a king as Sclomon could not
be worthy to build this house, what ought Hiram to think of himself,
whose revenues.and dominions were swall and contemptible, compared:
to Solomon’s? It is not said what effect this message had upon the mind
of Hiram, as it concerned his own everlasting welfare. It wrought so far
indeed with the king of Tyre, that he readily granted all Lie asked.
This he might do from policy. But whether it went further, to the con-
version of his soul to God, must be left undetermined l‘)y us.  We may
however thus far observe upon it, that when we have done all we can to:
hold up to others the glories, the loveliness, the beauties of Jesus, in order
to win their affections to our beloved, if their hearts be not enamoured,

ours will bethe more refreshed with every renewed opportunity of speak~
ing of his love.

11 ¢ Thea Huram the king of Tyre answered
in writing, which he sent to Solomon, Because the
Lorp hath loved bis people, he hath made thee
king over them.

12 Huram said moreover, Blessed e the Lorp
God of Isracl, that made heaven and earth, who
hath given to David the king a wise son, endued
with pluden(,e and understanding, that might build

-an house for the Lorp, and au house for his King-
dom.

13 And now I have sent a cunning man, cn-
dued with understanding, of Huram my father’s,

14 'The son of a woman of thedaughters of Dan,
and his father-was a man of T yre, skilful to work
in gold, and in silver, i bnass, in iron, in stone,
and in timber, in purple, in blue, and in fine linen,
and in crimson ; also to grave any manner of grav-
ing, and to find out every device which shall be
put to him, with thy cunuing men, and with the
cunning men of my lord David thy father.



CH. IT.] 2 CHRONICLES. 433

15 Now therefore the wheat, and the barley,
the oil, and the wine, which my lord hath spoken
of, let him send unto his servants:

16 And we will cut wood out of Lebanon, as
much as thou shalt need : and we will bring it to
thee in flotes by sea to Joppa; and thou shalt

carry it up to Jerusalem.

Some have thought that Hiram was one of that class of people, who
were Proselytes to the Jewish religion. There were some who were
permitted to worship in the gates, or outer courts of Israel. But I do

*not think from his letter, in ascribing blessedness to Solomon’s God for
having set him on the throne of his father, that this is sufficient to draw
the conclusion. This might be complimentary. However, whether he
was, or was bot, thus far a believer in the God of Israel, yet he was well
affected to Solomon, in granting him his request. How many are there
whom the Lord will make use of as instruments in building churches and
chapels to his glory ; but who feel no predilection to the person of Je-
sus himself. Itis an awful thought! And to carry it further: how
many have been led to put forth an helpiug hand for the promotion of
others salvation, whose lives have given no proofs that they have been
anxious for their own! A class of them our Lord himself describes, who
aie represented by him at the last day as saying; Have we not prophe-
sied in thy name? and in thy name have cast oul devils? and in thy
name done many wonderful works? but of whom Jesus will disclaiia all
knowledge, as to any vital communion between himself and them!
Reader! of all melancholy thoughts this is the greatest. That a man
should preach Jesus: should be commissioned by that preaching, (or
prophesying, as it is called) to be an instrument to a sinner’s conver-
sion, in leading him from the power of the enemy! What work can be
mote wonderfal! and yet he himself made no partaker of the grace;
but simply, like a water pipe, to convey to others, and vever refreshed,
uor desiring refreshment himself! Matt. vii. 22. 'The curious work-
man which Hiram sent to Solomon, of whose genealogy the Holy
Ghost hath been pleased to give some account, deserves a little notice,
He was by the mother’s side of the tribe of Dan it seems, and his father
a Tyrian. 1do not say so; but yet I think there is somewhat in it
worth remarking, that in the building of this temple, the master work-
maun should have sprung both from Jew and Gentile. Was it thy plea-
sure, dearest Jesus, as this temple was thy type, that thou wouldest have
it constructed by one that belonged to both thy families? Didst thou
really, blessed Lord, mean thereby to give thy poor Gentile church a
sweet thought, that as we know thine heart, and thy love towards us
poor Gentiles was from everlasting, thou wouldest ia this instance, how-
ever trifling it may seem to some, yet manifest to others that thou hast
loved us with an everlasting loved  Methinks I hear thee say, and from
this mark shewing it also, 1 know the thoughts that I think toward you
saith the Lord, thoughts of peace, and not of cvil, to give you qn ex-
pected end.  Precicus Jesus! ch! that my thoughts were always cn
thee, as thy thoughts have been towards thy people ! Jerem. xxix. 11,
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17 9 And Solomon numbemd all the strangers
that were 1n the land of Israel, after the numbei
ing wherewith David his father had numbered
them; and they were found an hundred and fifty

- thousand and three thousand and six hundred.

18 And he set threescore and ten thousand of
them #o be bearers of burdens, and fourscore thou-
sand fo be hewers in the mountain, and three thou-
sand and six hundred overseers to set the people
a work.

We may in some measure, form some faint idea of the wonderful
structure of Solomon’s temple, which was finished in seven years, from
the number of hands employed. But what is this to the grand thought
of the temple of Jesus” body!—Here, again, we find the great multitude
of labourers were strangers, that is Gentites. John’s view of the glories
above was of the same kind. While he saw an hundred and forty and
four thousand of Israel, he saw a multitude that no man could number,
of the great varieties of the earth. Yes! blessed Jesus: the Father
kath given thee the heatken for thine inkeritance, and to be his salvation
to the ends of the earth. Bev. vii, 4, 9. Isa.xlix. 0.

__—.—m_—_
REFLECTIONS.

I~ the view here given of Solomon’s temple, the workmen, and the
materials taken and gathered from afar, I would contemplate how Solo-
.mon, my God and King, hath gatlered the workmen and materials for
his Temple, from all the varieties of the earth. When the Lord gave
the word, great was the company of the preachers. 'Thou hast called
patriarchs, prophets, and apostles: thou hast taken thy workmen from
among the lowest, even the outcasts of the world. And now, Lord,
when called, and gathered, and collected, and brought to thy Jerusa-
lem to form thy church below; founded on thyself, thou Chief Corner
Stone, how are they like polished stones of the temple, closely joined in
Jesus, and formed for an habitation of God, through the Spirit. Are
they not the household of faith? Are they not as a spiritual house to
effer up spiritual sacrifices, acceptable to God by Jesus Christ!  And
when, by and by, thou shalt remove the whole building to constitue thy
temple above, how will they all appear before thee in glory! Blessed
Lord! give my soul to see in those outer things, the shadow of those
good things which are yet to come. Make me, however low and humble
the lot assigned may be, a builder in thine house. Cause me to rest
wholly my salvation, and 2all my hopes upon that elect, precious Corner
Stone, which God hath laid in Zion ; that all my strength, faith, and
gospel conversation may be on Jesus, in Jesus, and of Jesus: perfectly
and unalterably convinced, that other foundation can no man lay than
that is laid, whick is Jesus Christ. Here, Lord, would I rest, and here
would I be found knowing that he that thus buildeth, and thus liveth,.
and thus dieth, shall never be ashamed nor confounded, world without

end.
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CHAP. IIL

CONTENTS.

The information in this Chapter, is in respect to the building of the
temple. ~ Here is an account of the spot, the time in which it was begun,
the dimensions, extent, and ornaments of it. ’

VI”‘HEN Solomon began to build the house of
the Lorp at Jerusalem in mount Moriah,
where the LORD appeared unto David his father,
in the place that David had prepared in the
threshing-floor of Ornan the Jebusite.

"Though we have a more particular account in the 6th chapter of the
1st book of the Kings, (to which once for ail I refer the Reader) of this
temple, and the buildiug of it by Solomon; yet, as the Holy Ghest hath
been pleased to have it recorded again in this book of the Chronicles, it
evidently implies the importance of the thing itself, and how highly it

, ought to be regarded. I should not think myself justified, therefore, in
passing it hastily by. And first, Reader, consider the hallowed spot in
Mount Moriak. A spot rendered for ever memerable, being the place
the Lord pointed out to Abraham, for the offering of his son Isaac.
And as this was cvidently intended to shadow forth the offering of the
Lord Jesus Christ; what spot could be more suited for the temple
(which was also a type of Christ) to he erected upon? Mount Moriah
was one of those several mounts around Jerusalem. Mount Calvary
stood near it. And what is observable moreover is, that neither Abra-
ham nor Solomon had any hand in the choice of the place. God him-
self appointed both.  Jesus is of the Lord’s own providing. ~ Gen. xxii.
2. And, secondly, what rendered this piace more memorable was, that
it was in the place in which the Lord had answered by fire. 1 Chron.
*xii. 18. 26.

2 And he began to build in the second day of

the second month, in the fourth year of his reign.
It was thought an object of moment, to mark down the time also
when this great work was begun. Believers in Jesus love to dwell par-
ticularly on the first temple-work building of grace in their souls. Some
can trace these things more fully than others. Some, like the blind
man whose eyes the Lord had opened, can hardly tell the time, or
method by which the Lord began the work in their hearts. But it is a
blessed thing when a poor sinner can say, One thing I know, that where-
as I was blind, now I sece. eader! would you know this for yourself,
whether the temple-work building is begun in your heart? Ask your-
self this question ; Have you seen Jesus in his glory and suitableness to
vou as a poor sinner? When Jesus is truiy seen, truly known, and
truly felt, the day of conversion is arrived, the day of Jubilee is come.
The God of the'Hebrews hath met with'us.  Like Jacob, it may be said,
e found him in Bethel; and there he spake with us. Hosea xil. 4.

3 € Now these are the things wherein Solomon
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was instructed for the building of the house of
God. The length by cubits after the first mea-
sure was threescore cubits, and the breadth twenty
cubits.

4 4 And the porch that was in the front of the
house, the length of it was according to tht breadth
of the house twenty cubits, and the height was an
hundred and twenty: and he overlaid it within
with pure gold.

5 And the greater house he ceiled with fir tree,
which he overlaid witl fine gold, and set thereon
palm trees and chains.

6 And he garnished the house with precious
stones for beauty: and the gold was gold of Par-
vaim.

7 Ile overlaid also the house, the beams, the
posts, and the walls thereof, and the doors there-
of, with gold; and graved cherubims on the
walls. -
8 And he made the most holy house, the length
whereof was according to the breadth of the house,
twenty cubits, and the breadth thercof twenty
cubits: and he overlaid it with fine uold amount-
eng to six hundred talents.

9 And the w eight of the nails was ﬁfty shekels
of gold. And he overlaid the upper chambers
with gold.

I have no doubt but that some interesting things are included in the
dimensions, extent, and ornament. But all ‘that we can speak of these
things is, that as they were all belonging to a temple that was a type of
Jesus, they were all suitably costly. Perhaps they represented the
graces of his Person, and the gifts of his Spirit. But what ornaments of
gold, or silver, or precious stones, are competent to resemble those!

10 And in the most holy house he made two
cherubins of image work, and overlaid them with
gold.

11 € And the wings of the cherubims were
‘twenty cubits long: one wing of the one cherub was
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five cubits, reaching to the wall of the house: and

the other wing was likewise five cubits, reaching to

the wing of the other cherub.

12 And one wing of the other cherub was five
cubits, reaching to the wall of the house: and the
other wing was five cubits also, joining to the wing
of the other cherub.

13 The wings of these cherubims spread them-
selves forth twent) cabits : and they stood on their
feet, and their faces were inward. |

14 And he made the vail of blue, and purple,
and crimson, and fine linen, and wrought cheru-
bims thereon.

15 Also he made before the house two pillars
of thirty and five cubits high, and the chapiter
that was on the top of each of them was five cu-
bits.

16 And he made chains, as in the oracle, and
put them on the heads of the pillars; and made an
hundred pomegranates, and put them on the
chains.

17 And he reared up the pillars before the tem-
ple, one on the right hand, and the other on the
left; and called the name of that on the right hand

Jachin, and the name of that on the left Boaz.

As to the most holy, and the vail of the temple, we, who live under
gospel times, cau have a clearer apprehension of their significance, sinice
the Son of God hath come, and opened a new and living way for us
through the vail, and hath entered into the most holy place, even into
heaven itself, there to aj.pear in the presence of God for us. Jesus is
the true Temple, in whom dwells all the fuluess of the Godhead bodily.
Until he came and opened this way by his blood, there could be no
approach to God. The vail formed a total separation. It was foimed
. not only for separation, but for concealwent: for none but the high
priest, and he only once in a year, and that not without blood, could
venture within it. ~And this evidently pointed out the darkness of the
dlspensatlon until the gospel. And what was this separatios, but an
intimation, that by the breach of the law man was separated from God ;
that God’s perfections were injured, and that our unholy nature would
for ever have kept up this distance, had not Jesus interposed. Py the
obedience and death of the Lord Jesus, the law was satisfied ; the justice
of God appeased, and the sin whicix separated between God and us,

Vour. IIJ. 3 L
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done away by the blood of Jesus, which cleanseth the sinser, and by the
righteousness of Jesus, which justifieth the sinner. So that now a new
and living way is opened by his blocd, and poor sinners are authorized,
nay, even commanded to draw nigh with true hearts in full assurance
of faith. Heb. x, 19, 20, &c. )

e R R DA
REFLECTIONS.

How is it possible, dearest Jesus, to behold the account of this tem-
ple; to behold the hallowed spot.on which it was built; to mark the
“dimensions; to observe the most holy place, and the vail, which at thy
crucifixion was rent in twain, as a token that all separation between God
and his people was for ever done away; without having our very souls
led out to thee, and to mark all the lovely features of thy Person and
work, thus shadowed forth in the antient building of Sclomon’s temple ?
Do I behold thee, thou dearest Lord, in substance of our flesh, entering
into the temple! Do I'see thee going on.to Mount Calvary for a sa-
crifice! Do Thearthee say, Destroy this temple, and I will raise it again
in three days! Do [ behold the vail of the temple rent at thy death ;
and shall I not in all these, see that every thing in Solomon’s temple was
intended to typify, and represent thy Person, and offices, and relations, and
characters! Yes! blessed Jesns, this, with all its superb furniture and or-
naments, was but the shadow it is thou that art the substance, and in thee
most plainly is set forth the whole to whicli these things ministered. Con-
descend, Hely Saviour! to bring my soul from the ministry of these things,
to be more and more acquainted with thee. ‘And as the mind of Jeho-
vah was thus occupied in directing the structure of an earthly house, to
represent thy glory, ohi! that thou wouldest lead forth my soul to the
beholding in it, what sets forth the heavenly temple of thy body. Lerd
grant that I may be growing up to thee inall things. Be thou my God,
my holy one, the foundation, the top stone, the all in all, of the spiritual
building, that I may be found in thee, and united to thee for ever.

CHAP. 1V,

CONTENTS.

This chapter is but a continuation of the former. The subject is
proseented concerning the work and malterials of the temple ; and here
is described, the altar of brass, the molten sea, the lavers, candlesticks,
and tables, together with the instruments of gold.

N OREOVER he made an altar of brass,

twenty cubits the length thereof, and twenty
cubits the’ breadth thereof, and ten cubits the
‘height thereof.

This altar of brass received the gifts and offerings of the people.
How lovely a representation of Jesus, in whose hands, as mediator, ali
the offerings of his people must be placed. - None cometh to. the Father
but by him. Moreover the largeness of it represents the largeness o
the heart of Jesus. There is room"enough in our Jesus for all his pee
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ple. Add to this, the height of it pointed to the loftiness of our Great
Saviour, who is both the sacrifice, and the sacrificer, and the altar, on
whom all sacrifices were offered. And from this elevation of ten cubits
high, every Israelite from the courts around might see the sacrifice, and
behold the flame ascend before God. Ol! how very precious to see,
with the eye of fuith, the Lord Jesus going in before the mercy-seat with
the offerings of his people.

And Reader! do you not believe that the faithful Israelites then
* understood all this with a reference to Jesus, and eyed the Lord Jesus
in all as the great propitiation? Surely, if the earlier patriarchs offered
all their sacrifices by faith in this great atonement, as we are assured
they did, in those later ages, when Christ had been more fully and more
openly preached in type and figure, we cannot but suppose, that the
Holy Ghost had brought the minds of the people, more savingly ac-
quainted with the substance to which the whole shadow ministered.
Heb. ix. 4, 17, 28.

2 9 Also he made a molten sea of ten cubits
from brim to brim, round in compass, and five
cubits the height thereof; and a line of thirty cu-
bits did compass it round about. :

3 And under it was the similitude of oxen, which

did compass it round about: ten in a cubit, com-
passing the sea round about. Two rows of oxen
were cast, when it was cast.

4 It stood upou twelve oxen, three looking
toward the north, and three looking toward the
west, and three looking toward the south, and
three looking toward the east; and the sea was set
above upon them, and all their hinder parts were
inward. " :

5 And the thickness of it was an handbreadth, -
and the brim of it like the work of the brim of a
cup, with flowers of lilies ; and it received and held
three thousand baths.

Can any thing be more similar, in figure and type, than this molten .
sea to the fountain opened in gospel-times for sin and for uncleanness?
And observe the vast size of it, td denote the infinite fulness that there is
in Jesus. Oh! for faith to wash and be clean in the blood of the Lamb!
John i. 29.

6 9 He made also ten lavers, and put five on
the right hand, and five on the left, to wash in
them: such things as tliey offered for the burnt

. 3LY2
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offering they washed in them; but the sea was for
the priests to wash in."

Observe, how 21l must be particular and express in pointing to gospel

mercies. All must be washed, both priests, people, and sacrifices: for
nothing but the blood of Christ cleanseth from all sin. 1 Johni. 7.

7 And he made ten candlesticks of gold accord-
ing to their form, and set them in the temple five.
on the right hand, and five on the left.

8 He made also ten tables, and placed them in
the temple, five on the right side, and five on the
left. And he made an hundred basons of gold.

9 Furthermore he made the court of the priests,
and the great court, and doors for the court, and
overlaid the doors of them wit/®brass.

10 And he set the sea on the right side of the
east end, over against the south.

11 And Huxam made’the pots, and the shovels,

“and the basons. And Huram finished the work
that he was to make for king Solomon for the
house of God; ‘

12 To wit, the two p1l}am and the pommels,
and the chapiters which were on the top of the two
pillars, and the two wreaths to cover the two pom-
mels of the chapiters which were on the pillars;

13 And four hundred pomegranates on the two
wreaths; two rows of pomegranates on cach
wreath, to cover the two pommels of the chapiters
which were upon the pillars.

14 He made also bases, and lavers made he
upon the bases;

15 One sea, and twelve oxen under it.

16 The potsalso, and the shovels, and the flesh-
hooks, and all their instruments, did Huram his
father make to king Solomon for the house of the
Lorp of bright brass.

17 In the plain of Jordan did the kmcr cast
them, in the clay ground between Succoth and

. Zeredathah.
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18 Thus Solomon made all these vessels in great
abundance: for the weight of the brass could not
be found out.

19 ¢ And Solomon made all the vessels that
were for the house of God, the golden altar also,
. and the tables whereon the shew bread was set;

20 Moreover the candlesticks with their lamps,
that they should burn after the manner before the
oracle, of pure gold; ‘

21 And the flowers, and the lamps, and the
tongs, made he of gold, and that perfect gold; ‘

22 And the snuffers, and the basons, and the
spoons, and the censers, of pure gold: and the
entry of the house, the inner doors thereof for the
most holy place, and the doors of the house of the
temple, were of gold.

I include all these under one view; for of the whole it may be said,
as the apostle hath before remarked, concerning the tabernacle in the
wilderness, of those we cannot now speak particularly. But of this we
may be sure, the Holy Ghost graciously signified, that by the whole, and
from the use of all of them, the grand lesson taught was, that the way
- into the holiest of all, was not yet made manifest, until Chiist being
come; an high priest of good things to come. Precious Jesus! who
shall properly and fully estimate the preciousness of thy salvation sha-
dowed forth through so many ages, and all compleated by thine own
perfect righteousness, and by that one offering of thyself once offered,
whereby thou hast for ever perfected them that are sanctified, Heb.
X. 4.

———r—
REFLECTIONS.

READER! let us not disiniss this chapter, however short and imper-
fect our researches can go, in the discovery of spiritual blessings veiled
under temporal ministrations, without first looking at the several things
here consecrated to the service of the temple, with an eye to better things
to come, and in reference to Jesus, and his church, and ministry. Was
not the golden altar a beautiful emblem of the divinity of the Lord
Jesus? It is the altar, we are told, which sanctifieth the gift: and
surely it was the Deity of Jesus which gave dignity and efficacy to his
complete redemption. Surely the altar represented Jesus in his person,
blood, and sacrifice, as the incense ascending from it, became a lively em-
blem of the efficacy of his all-prevailing intercession; neither can we be at
a loss to understand to what purpose the tables in the temple ministered,
when we now behold the table of the Lord, with the standing ordinance
of his holy supper, constantly presented to our view, as a memorial of
his death, to be observed for ever in his church. And the molten sea.
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with all the washings both of priests and people, as sweetly set forth the
ordinance of baptism in the church of Jesus, which forms an entrance
into the pale of the covenant by the washing of regeneration, and the
renewing of the Holy Ghosi, shed on the Lord’s people abundantly
through Jesus Christ our Saviour. Hail! thou all-hlessed, all-precious
Emmanuel! thou art the one great ordinance of heaven! in thee and thy
finished work of salvation we beliold all the services, ordinances, sacri-
fices, and temple-worship of the old church dispensation centre. In
thee, dearest Lord, they all bad their accomplishment. They were the
shadow of good things to come: and thou art the substance.. 'To thee
they all point. By thee their efficacy is for ever done away. And in
thee their services are rendered no longer necessary. Thou art the end
of all for righteousness to every one that believeth; and in thy compleat
redemption-work we behold our souls justified hefore God. Everlasting
praises be unt6 thee; O Lord, for all thou hast wrought and accomplished
by thy blood !

CHAP. V.

CONTENTS.

The temple being finished, the vessels and dedicated treasures are
brought into the temple, and the Lovd giveth a token of his favour and
aceeptance.

\HUS all the work that Solomon made for the
A  houseof the Lorp was finished ; and Solomon
brought in a// the things that David his father had
dedicated ; and the silver,and the gold, and all the
instruments, put he among the treasures of the

house of God. .

I refer the Reader for the observations on this subject to the parallel
account given of it, 1 Kings viii. 2. How delightful is it to see Solo-
mon bringing in his treasures into the Lord’s house. But, Reader!
how much more lovely to behold Jesus bringing in his treasures, even
his redeemed, into the house not made with hands, eternal in the hea-
vens?

2 € Then Solomon assembled the elders of
Israel, and all the heads of the tribes, the chief of
the fathers of the children of Israel, unto Jerusalem,
to bring up the ark of the covenant of the Lorp
out of the city of David, which és Zion.

3 Wherefore all the men of Israel assembled
- themselves unto the king in the feast which was in
the seventh month.

This assembly beautifully illustrates how all Israel is concerned in
* what concerned the ark. And how more beautiful still to consider, how
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all the redeemed of the Lord are concerned in what belongs to Jesus,
whom that ark typified. Here let all be convened—our little ones, and
even they that suck the breast!

4 And all the elders of Isracl came: and the
Levites took up the ark.

5 And they brought up the ark, and the taber-
~nacle of the congregation, and all the holy vessels
that were in the tabernacle, these did the priests

and the Levites bring up.

So would I take Jesus in the arins of my faith, and all that appertains
to him, and, like holy Simeon, desire ¢o depart in peace, having seen his
salvation. e )

6 Also king Solomon, and all the congregation
of Israel that were assembled unto him before the
ark, sacrificed sheep and oxen, which could not be

told nor numbered for multitude.

Observe, Reader! how sacrifices imade a part in every service: without
shedding of blood there is mo remission. Nothing but the blood of
Christ cleanseth from sin,

7 And the priests brought in the ark of the
covenant of the Lorp unto his place, to the oracle
of the house, into the most holy place, even under
the wings of the cherubims:

8 For the cherubims spread forth their wings
over the place of the ark, and the cherubims co-

vered the ark and the staves thereof above.
Observe, how necessary the presence of Jesus must be to sanctify both
place and service.

9 And they drew out the staves of the ark, that
the ends of the staves were seen from the ark before
the oracic; but they were not seen without. And

there it is unto this day.

That the ark was in the temple unto this day, means somewhat more,
than the mere literal sense. Most probably Ezra wrote this book of the
Chronicles; at which time Solomon’s temple was destroyed. I rather.
think Ezra had a spiritual meaning in the expression; and that the
plrase is intended to say, that the ark, that is, the presence of the Lord,
is with fsracl to this day. How delightful to consider, Jesus is with his
people always, cven unto the end of the world!

10 There was nothing in the ark save the two
tables which Moses put thercin at Horeb, when the
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Lorp made a covenant with the children of Israel,
when they came out of Egypt.

When John, the beloved apostle, in a vision, saw the temple of God
opened in heaven, he saw the ark of his testament: meaning, perhaps,
the everlasting perpetuity and duration of the covenant of redemption
in the blood of “Jesus, whom that ark prefigured. Rev. xi. 19.

11 9 And itcame to pass, when the priests were
come out of the holy place: (for all the priests that
were present were sanctified, and did not then wait
Dy course:

12 Also the Levites which were the singers, all
of them of Asaph, of Heman, of Jeduthun, with
their sons and their brethren, being arrayed in
white linen, having cymbals and psalteries and
harps, stood at the east end of the altar, and with
them an hundred and twenty priests sounding with
trumpets :)

13 It came even to pass, as the trampeters and
singers were as one, to make one sound to be heard
in praising and thanking the Lorp; and when
they lifted up therr voice with the trumpets and
cymbals and instruments of musick, and praised
the Lorp, saying, For he is good; for his mercy
endureth for ever: that then the house was filled
~ with a cloud, even the house of the Lorbp;

14 So that the priests could not stand to minis-
ter by reason of the cloud: for the glory of the
Loxrp had filled the house of God.

What sublimity is there in this account; short as it is. The Lord’s
apprebation of this temple is the most interesting part; in filling the
house with a cloud. The Reader will not, I hope, overlook that the
approbation of Jesus was by a voice coming out of the cloud, saying,
This is my beloved son, in whom I am well pleased. Matt. xvii. 5.
Observe, moreaver, that all the manifestations before the coming of the
Lord Jesus Christ were through the medium of clouds and ordinances.
"But when the Son of God came, the dark dispensation was done away:
We all beholding with open face, as in a glass, the glory of the Lord.
And do remark yet further, that as the priests could not stand to minis-
ter before the Lord, by reason of the glory, though in a cloud, nothing
could more decidedly preach, that until Jesus came, there could be no
approach, no drawing nigh to the Lord Jehovah. But now we have
access and redemption through his blood, we may approach with holy
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coufidence in him and through him to a mercy-seat, and find mercy and
grace to help in every time of need. Heb. iv. 14,15, 16.

R - - N
REFLECTIONS.

Lorp! as Ilook on, and behold the riches and stores bringing into

_ thy temple, what have 1 to offer or bring to the service "of my God?

Blessed Jesus! give me grace, like that poor widow, whose offering thou

didst regard, ‘to bring my two mites, even my soul and body, for all I

have, and all I am, and ever shall be, is from thee, Lord, and of thy
bounty, and of thine own would I give thee. )

But oh, precious Jesus! did the Levites take up the ark unto its place,
and did the whole nation of Israel celebrate the festivity with sacrifiees,
which could not be told nor numhered for multitude : and shall I not
prize that one all-sufficient, all-glorious, and all-effectual sacrifice, to
which they ministered, which is thyself, in all the fulness of thy love and

. redemption! - )

[ bless thee, thou great High Priest of a better dispensation, esta-
blishéd upon better promises; that now no cloud can intercept the view
of thee, when, in the glory of Jehovah, thou hast filled the house of our
God. We can and do behold thee, by faith, in thy word, in thine ordi-
nances, in thy visits of grace to our hearts. And we can and do behold
thee, by faith, when we see thee entered into heaven itself, there to ap-
pear in the presence of God for us, having obtained eternal redemption
by thy blood. Hail! holy blessed Lord Jesus! be thou our hope, our
Joy, our salvation here below, as thou art, and wilt be, our portion for
evermore.

CHAP VI

. CONTENTS. '

This chapter is so closely connected -with the former, that it may be
considered but as a continuation of the same subject. The cloud which
Jilled the house, as an intimation of the divine presence, gives occasion
to Solomon 1o bless God for this grace manifested.

THEN said Solomon, The Lorp hath said
that he would dwell in the thick darkness.
2 But I have built an house of habitation for

thee, and a place for thy dwelling for ever.

In the opening of this chapter, I beg to refer the Reader to the his-
tory, as we have it almost literally the same, 1 Kings viii. Reader!
what a blessed dispensation are we brought under! Jesus sweetly visits
his people, and manifests his presence, not in clouds and darkness, but
under the enlightening influences of his Holy Spirit. Oh! whata blessed
thought! our hodies are the temple of the Holy Ghost. He dwelleth
with you, and shall be in you, saith our precious Lord Jesus. 1 Cor.
vi. 19. John xiv. 17.

3 And the king turned his face, and blessed the
Vou. Il 5M
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whole congregation of Israel: and all the congre-
gation of Israel stood. o

4 And he said, Blessed be the- Lorp God of
Israel, who hath with his hands fulfilled zhat which
he spake with his mouth to my father David,
saying, :

5 Since the day that 1 brought forth my people
out of the land of Egypt I chose no city among all
the tribes of Israel to build an house in, that my
name might be there; neither chose I any man to
be a ruler over my people Israel:

6 But I have chosen Jerusalem, that my name
might be there; and have chosen David to be over
my people Israel. * : '

7 Now it was in the heart of David my father to.
build an house for the name of the Lorp God of
Israel.

"8 But the Lorbp said to David my father, For-
asmuch as it was in thine heart to build an house
for my name, thou didst well in that it was in thine
heart: ’ o

9 Notwithstanding thou shalt not build the
house; but thy son which shall come forth out of
thy loins, he shall build the house for my name.

10 The Lorp therefore hath performed his
word that he hath spoken: for I amrisen upin the
room of David my {ather, and am set on the throne
of Israel, as the Lorp promised, and have built
the house for the name of the Lorp God of Israel.

11 And in it have I put the ark, wherein s the
covenant of the Lorp, that he made with the chil-

dren of Tsrael.

Observe, Solomon first turns to the people, as if by an enumeration
of the divine mercies he aimed to raise their souls into an holy flame of
flevotion, before that he fell upon his knees to.present himself and the
people before God. Do we not feel our minds irresistibly led to con-
template the Lord Jesus in this? How doth our glorious High Priest
and king go in and out before his people, in all the ordinances of wor-
ship? And how doth he, by the sweet influences of his grace, raise up
our souls to the love of the Father himself and blessed Spirit, in the res
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membrance of the great things in redemption-work which he hath
wrought for us! here, indeed, in the true sense of the word, the Lord
Jehovah hath fulfilled all his gracious purposes; for in the person of
Jesus the promise is accomplished. I have raised him up in righteous-
ness, and I will direct all his ways. He shall build my city, and he
shall let go my captives, mot for price, or reward, saith the Lord of
Hosts. Isaiah xlv. 13.

12 9§ And he stood before the altar of the Lorp
in the presence of all the congregation of Israel,
and spread forth his hands:

13 For Solomon had made a brasen scaffold, of
five cubits long, and five cubits broad, and three
cubits high, and had set it in the midst of the
court: and upon it he stood, and kneeled down
upon his knees before all the congregation of Israel,

and spread forth his hands toward heaven,

Those verses throw a light upon the parallel passage in the book of
the Kings. While Solomon addressed the people he stood before the
altar, DBut when he came to address the Lord he fell upon his knees, -

14 And said, O Lorp God of Israel, there is
no God like thee in the heaven, nor in the earth;
which keepest covenant, and shewest mercy unto
thy servants, that walk before thee with all their
- hearts: ‘

15 Thou which hast kept with thy servant Da-
vid my father that which thou hast promised him;
and spakest with thy mouth, and hast fulfilled
with thine hand, as o s this day. ‘

16 Now therefore, O Lorp God of Israel, keep
with thy servant David my father that which thou
hast promised him, saying, There shall not fail
thee a man in my sight to sit upon the throne of
Israel; yet so that thy children take heed to their
way to walk in my law, as thou hast walked before
me.

17 Now then, O Lorbp God of Israel, let thy
word be verified, which thou hast spoken unto thy
servant David.

18 But will God in very deed dwell with men
on the earth? behold, heaven and the heaven of

3M2
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heavens cannot contain thee; how much less this
house which 1 have built!

19 Have respect therefore to the prayer of thy
servant, and to his supplication, O Lorp my God,
to hearken unto the cry and the prayer which thy
servant prayeth before thee:

- 20 That thine eyes may be open upon this house
day and night, upon the place whereof thou hast
said that thou wouldest put thy name there; to
hearken unto the prayer which thy servant pray-
eth toward this place. :

21 Hearken therefore unto the supplications of
thy servant, and of thy people Israel, which they
‘shall make toward this place: hear thou from thy
dwelling place, cven from heaven; and when thou

~ hearest, forgive.

22 If a man sin against his neighbour, and an
oath be laid upon him to make him swear, and the
oath come before thine altar in this house;

23 Then hear thou from heaven, and do, and
judge thy servants, by requiting the wicked, by
recompensing his way upon his own head; and by
justifying the righteous, by giving him according
to his righteousness. * \

24 And if thy people Israel be put to the worse
before the enemy, because they have sinned against
thee; and shall return and eonfess thy name, and
pray and make supplication before thee in this
house ; :

25 Then hear thou from the heavens, and for--
give the sin of thy people Israel, and bring them
again unto the land which thou gavest to them
and to their fathers. ,
© 26 When the heaven is shut up, and there is no
rain, because they have sinned against thee ; yet if
they pray toward this place, and confess thy name,
and turn from their sin, when thou dost afflict-
them ; : SRR
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27 Then bear thou from heaven, and forgive
the sin of thy servants, and of thy people Israel,
when thou hast taught them the good way, wherein
they should walk ; “and send rain upon thy land,
which thou hast given unto thy people for an
inheritance.

28 If there be dearth in the land, if there be
pestilence, if there be blasting, or mildew, locusts,
or caterpillars; if their enemies besiege them in
the cities of their land, whatsoever sore or whatso-
ever sickness there be:

29 Then what prayer or what supplication soever
shall be made of any man, or of all thy people
Israel, when every one shall know his own'sore
and his own grief, and shall spread forth his hands
in this house:

30 Then hear thou from heaven thy dwelling
place, and forgive, and render unto every man
according unto all his ways, whose heart thou
knoweat (for thou only knowest the hearts of the
children of men :)

31 That they may fear thee, to walk in thy
ways, so long as they live in the land which thou
gavest unto our fathers.

32 Moreover concerning the stranger, which is
not of thy people Israel, but is come from a far
country for thy great name’s sake, and thy mighty
hand, and thy stretched out arm; if they come
and pray in this house;

33 Then hear thou from the heavens, evern from
thy dwelling place, and do according to all that
the stranger calleth to thee for; that all people of
the earth may know thy name, and fear thee, as
doth thy people Israel, and may know that this
house which I have built is called by thy name.

34 If thy people go out to war against their
enemies by the way that thou shalt send them,
and they pray unto thec toward this city which

—-
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thou hast chosen, and the house which I have
built for thy name; )

35 Then hear thou from the heavens their
prayer and their supplication, and mamtain their
cause.

36 If they sin against thee, (for there is no man
which sinneth not,) and thou be angry with them,
and deliver them over before zheir enemies, and
they carry them away captives unto a land far off
or near;

37 Yet ¢f they bethink themselves in the land
whither they are carried captive, and turp and
pray unto thee in the land of their captivity, say-
g, ‘We have sinned, we have done amiss, and
have dealt wickedly:

38 If they return to thee with all their heart
and with all their soul in the land of their captivity,
whither they have carried them captives, and pray
toward their land, which thou gavest unto their
fathers, and toward the city which thou hast cho-
sen, and toward the house which I have built for
thy name:

39 Then hear thou from the heavens, even from
thy dwelling place, their prayer and their suppli-
cations, and maintain their cause, and forgive thy -
people which have sinned against thee.

40 Now, my God, let, I beseech thee, thine
eyes be open, and /et thine ears be attent unto the
prayer that is made in this place.

41 Now therefore arise, O Lorp God, into thy
resting place, thou, and the ark of thy strength:
let thy priests, O Lorp God,- be clothed with sal-
vation, and let thy saints rejoice in goodness.

42 O Lorp God, turn not away the face of
thine anointed: remember the mercies of David

thy servant.
I refer the Reader to the observations made on this prayer already in
the Commentary on the I Kings viii. And only by way of enforcing
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what was there said, T would bescech thie Reader, as lie goeth over every
part of it, to keep an eye stedfastly fixed on our glorious Solomon,
whom the king of Israel here personated as his type. It is Jesus alone
who is the intercessor, the Iligh Priest, the advoecate of his people. By
virtue of his blood and rightcousness the divine favour can alone be ob-

tained.  And therefore, in all the supposable cases here enumerated, of
error, infirnity, transgression, and sin; oh! what a resource is it, .that
the eye of Jehovah is eternally fixed on the Lord Jesus whom this temple
typified. Reader! while our souls follow the spirit of Solomon’s prayer,
that the Lord God of Israel would own lis house, would hear and ac-
cept prayers ; would remember his covenant engagements, would com-
passionate the frailties of his people, and, even when in an enemy’s land,
tf their eye and their heart should be directed in supplication towards
this house as the house of the-Lord, that then mercy might be shewn
them; shall we not discover what pure gospel runs through every part of
it, and that the whole sum and substance of it is Jesus? Oh Lord God,
the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, well may we in the con-
templation of thy rich salvation in Jesus take np the language of Solomon
and say, -Arise, O Lord God, into thy resting place: thou and the ark
(the Jesus) of thy strength. Blessed be the Lord our God who in him
hath confirmed to us all the sure mercies of David. Isaiah lv, 3.

[ S-S ————
REFLECTIONS.

On! most gracious, most holy, most blessed Lord God Almighty!
what expressions of thankfulness can be fouud suflicient to speak thy
love in the unequalled gift of thy dear Son! Was it not enough, O thou
Father of mercies, and God of all comfort, that from thine own free grace
thou didst set up, thy dear Son from everlasting, as the constituted head
of thy church and people; but through so many ages intermediate to his
coming thou shouldst be pleased to keep up, by so many ways, and in
such various representations, tokens, and symbols, and types to shadow
forth the glories of his person, and the vast importauce of his salvation?
Oh! Lord! I would not only beseech thee, like Solomon, to bless me in
all the circumstances in which I may be placed, and to pardon me in all
the transgressions into which I may fall, for Jesus’s sake; but I would
pray also, Holy Father, that thou wouldest give me grace to appreciate
‘and esteem this inestimable gift of thy dear Son in a manner suited to
the vast importance with which thou hast been pleased to give him. I
see, Lord, that thine iufinite mind hath been occupied in this grand con-
cern, as it relates to the salvation of poor sinners, from everlasting. Thou
hast called upon the world to behold him whom thy soul loveth. 'Thou
hast manifested such a display of love and grace in this solemn transaction
of redeeming thy church by the Lord Jesus, as challengeth the whole
earth to contemplate the person of Jesus whom the Father so loveth,
Now, Lord, hear me for one sweet mercy which in its bosom includes
every other; cause me so to love the Lord Jesus as thou lovest him.
Let Jesus be precious to my soul as he is to my God and Father. And
while I pray thee to look upon the face of thine anointed, and accept my
soul in him; oh! for grace in mine own soul to look unto Jesus with
that fixedness of rapture and joy, until my whole heart be found going
out after him in such earnestness of desire as can be satisfied with no-
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thing beside. Hear me, Lord and Father, for this mercy! I am encou-
raged to ask it in faith, because Jesus himself encourageth me so to do.
For he hath said, Jn that day ye shall ask me notking. Verily, verily,
I say unto you, whatsoever ye shall ask the Futher-in my name he will
greit you. Ask and ye shall veceive that your joy may be full. Thus
my joy will be full when my soul is full of Jesus! let this be the very
language of my heart, Whom have Iin lieaven but thee; and who is there
upon earth that I desive in comparison of thee? My flesh and my heart
Saileth, but thou art the strength of my heart, and my, portion for ever.

CHAP. VIL
CONTENTS.
We have here the account of the Lord’s gracious answer lo Solomon’s
prayer. The effect it had upon the people. . Beside these things, here
is velated the circumstance of the Lord’s visit to Solomon by night.

N OW when Solomon had made an end of pray-

ing, the fire came down from heaven, and
consumed the burnt offering and the sacrifices ;

and the glory of the Lorbp. filled the house.’

It is remarkable, that this gracious manifestation of God's aceeptance
in the fire descending and consuming the sacrifice is not noticed in the
parallel passage in thé book of the Kings. We therefore may find cause
fromn it to bless the Holy Ghost for this duplicate of the history in this '
book of the Chronicles, by which the Reader is desired to take notice,
that this part of the word of God is not, as some have iqjudiciously
thought, a superfluous repetition of the sacred history. If there was but
this ene thing contained in-all the Chronicles which had not been.
brought before the church in the former.account, this alone would be
enough 1o prove its value. The fire coming down from heaven, and

_ eonsuming the sacrifice, was the gracious method the Lord was pleased
to adopt by way of testifying his divine approbation: We have several
examples before this of Solomon’s sacrifice upon record. If the Reader
wishes to compare scripture on this puint, I refer him to the case of
Aaron in his offering of the sin-offering, Levit. ix, 24: the memorable case
of Gideon, Judges vi. 21: and Elijah, 1 Kings xviii. 38. But Reader!
when you have turned to these and other instances which may be found
in scripture, do not overlook the vast and infinite concern we have in this
doetrine as it refers to the Lord Jesus. *Vhen the Son of God, for the
purpose of redemption, tock upon him our nature, and became a sacri-
fice for our sins; the fire of God’s wrath was manifested in the sufferings
of Jesus. And what an approbation was given to this redemption by
Jesus, when the voice from heaven publicly proclaimed: This is my
beloved Som in whom I am well pleased! iy’recious Jesus! how lovely
and gracious dost thou appear in all thy redemption-work for the souls
of thy people.

2 And the priests could not enter into the house
of the Lorp, because the glory of the Lorp had
filled the Lorp’s house,
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3 And when all the children of Israel saw how
the fire. came down, and the glory of the Lorp
upon the house, they bowed themselves with their
faces to the ground upon the pavement, and wor-
shipped, and praised the Lorp, saying, For ke is

good; for his mercy endureth for ever.

God is awfal even in his mercies. The fire which consumed the
sacrifice, had it consumed them would have been their just desert:
And in that it consumed the offering, it implied as much. ~'The fire of
God’s wrath burns against sin: That sin transferred to the sacrifice,
there it breaks forth. Oh! precious, precious Jesus! what. love was
thine to take my sins, and to sustain the fire of thy Father’s wrath, that
I might escape, and thou endure. Oh! for grace to love thee as thou
hast loved me!

4 ¢ Then the king and all the ‘people offered
sacrifices before the Lorp. :

5 And king Solomon offered a sacrifice of twenty
and two thousand oxen, and an hundred and
twenty thousand sheep: so the king and all the
people dedicated the house of God.

6 And the priests waited on their offices: the
Levites also with instruments of musick of the
Lorp, which David the king had made to praise
the Lorp, because his mercy endureth for ever,
when David praised by their ministry; and the
priests sounded trumpets before them, and all

Israel stood.

How grateful is praise from a poor sinner to the Lord, when the Lord
had pardoned his sin, and received him into favor. It is really beautiful
.to behold the joy of Solomon and his people upon this occasion.

7 Moreover Solomon hallowed the middle of
the court that was before the house of the Lorp:
for there he offered burnt offerings, and the fat of
the peace offerings, because the brasen altar which
Solomon had made was not able -to .receive the
burnt offerings,. and the meat offerings, and the
fat.

8 Also at the same time Solomon kept the feast
seven days, and all Israel with him, a very great

Vour. 1IL 3N



454 2 CHRONICLES. [cH. vir.

W

congregation, from the entering in of Hamath unto
‘the river of Egypt.

9 And in the eighth day they made a solemn
assembly for they kept the dedication of the altar
seven days, and the feast seven days.

10 And on the three and twentieth day of the
seventh month he sent the people away into their
tents, glad and merry in heart for the goodness that
the Lorp had shewed unto David, and to Solomon,
and to Israel his people.

11 Thus Solomon finished the house of the
Lorp, and the king’s house: and all that came
inte Solomon’s heart to make in the house of the
Lorp, and in his own house, he prosperously
effected.

While the Lord was so gracious, the king will go on to wek blessings.
Not only the temple, but the court, shall be hallowed. Lord, I would
desire grace that every thing may be sweetly sanctified by Jesus, and in
Jesus. When I am most hdppy in ordinary things, let my soul be very
Jjealous over its affections, that I may be sure my happiness is still in
Jesus, and flowing from Jesus. 'The promise is, men shall be blessed in
him. And how shall 1 look for any thing to be blessed out of Jesus?
They who would seek any one comfort without Jesus, it is to be feared
their joys upon other occasions are not in Jesus. Reader! mark this
thought, and see whether it ‘suits your estimate and standard of real
happmess The return of the people to their habitations aftér so rich a
festival, may serve to teach us with what spiritual. joy God’s people
should return from the house, or the table of Jesus, after the enjoyment
of a feast indeed of fat things, of marirow, and of wine on the lees well
refined. Oh! thou dear R edeemer! what a feast dost thou hold! and
what holy joy ought the living upon thy body and blood to impart to
thy hidden ones!

12 Aund the Lorb appeared to Solomon by
night, and said unto him, I have heard thy prayer,
and have chosen this place to. myse]f for.an house
of sacrifice.

13 If I shut up. heaven that there be no rain, or
if I command the locusts to devour the land, or if
I send pestilence among my people; .

14 If my people, which are called by my name,
shall humble themselves, and pray, and seek my:
face, and turn from their wicked ways; then will
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I hear from heaven, and will forgive their sin, and
will heal their land.

15 Now mine eyes shall be open, and mine ears
attent unto the prayer that is made in this place.

16 ¥or now have I chosen and sanctified this
house, that my name may be there for ever: and
mine eyes and mine heart shall be there perpe-
tually.

This gracious second visit of the Lord to Solomon is related, 1 Kings
ix. In addition to what was there observed, I only-beg the Reader to
remark with me how the Lord delighteth in mercy. If we read the
Lord’s answer with an eye to Christ, how beautiful is the paraphrase.
« If to prompt my people to call upon me I withhold their comforts : If
the influence of my spirit be restrained, like heaven shut up; orif I per-
mit the enemy to distress them, like the locusts devouring the land ; yet
under all these discouraging circumstances, if my people feel their souls
humbled, and shall look with an eye of faith to my dear Son, mine eyes
shall be open, and mine ears attend unto the supplication of my people,
for I have placed salvation in Zion for Jesus my glory.” Isaiah xlvi. 13.
Oh! how sweet, how very sweet, are all the Old Testament mercies,
when explained to our souls with an eye to the New Testament blessing
in Jesus!

17 And as for thee, if thou wilt walk before
me, as David thy father walked, and do according
to all that I have commanded thee, and shalt ob-
serve my statutes and my judgments;

18 Then will I stablish the throne of thy king-
dom, according as I have covenanted with David
thy father, saying, 'I'here shall not fail thee a man
to be ruler in Israel.

How gracious is this declaration to Solomon considered in his own
personal character. [ would have the Reader make a proper distinction
between mercies which are general and those which are special, and in
particular, God’s promises to Israel as a nation were sweet ; but Solomon
needed those promises as personal to himself. And here they are deli-
vered, Reader! remark those promises were concerning the kingdom of
Israel. How far they referred to Solomon’s personal and everlasting
happiness is wot said. 'They seem to refer to temporal blessings.

19 But if ye turn away, and forsake my statutes
and my commandments, which I have set before
you, and shall go and serve other gods, and wor-
ship them ; |

20 Then will I pluck them up by the roots out

3N 2
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of my land which I have given them; and this
house, which I have sanctified for my name, will I
cast out of my sight, and, will make it ¢o be a pro-
verb and a by word among all nations.

21 And this house, which is high, shall be an
astonishment .to every one that passeth by it; so
that he shall say, Why hath the Lorp done thus
unto this land, and unto this house?

22 And it shall be answered, Because they for-
sook the Lorp God of their fathers, which brought
them forth out of the land of Egypt, and laid hold
on other gods, and worshipped them, and served
them: therefore hath he brought all this evil upon

them. .

The Lord here takes in the whole of the people as a nation. And
when we compare the sequel of the history of Israel, as a people, to what
is here said, notling can be more plain than that God, foreseeing the
apostacy and corruption of his people, held forth to them the sure con-
sequence of sin and transgression.

R —

REFLECTIONS.

How encouraging is it to see the gracious answers of God to the cries
and supplications of his people. Surely, as the prophet said upon
another occasion, the God that answereth by fire let him be God. But
oh! howsure is it, that the Lord God that hath answered, and doth an-
swer, by the acceptance of the sacrifice of Jesus, he must be God. Yes!
blessed Lord! thou hast heard, and thou hast answered, in the rich
redemption of thy dear Son, and manifested that in him shall all the
seed of Israel be justified, and shall glory.

Lord! I would look up to thee that as my eye and my soul desires to
be everlastingly fixed on Jesus, thou wouldest grant me all that is need-
ful for me in ail my straitenings and difficulties. And if the heavens are
shut up, or if sickness, pestilence, or evil, have their commission to de-
vour; yet, Lord, look, we beseech thee, unto Jesus, and accept poor sin-
ners in him. Pardon and forgive thy poor creatures, and let the blood
and righteousness of Jesus plead when sin most cries out against the
iniquities of thy people. Consider, Lord, that they are thy people, the
work of thine hands, and whom thou hast taken into covenant with thy-
self.  Be very gracious, Lord, for thy name's sake, and let not iniquity
be our ruin.  See, we beseech thee, we are all thy people?

CHAP. VIIL
) CONTENTS.
This chapter relates fo us @ further account of Solomon’s buildings.
Having built the temple and his own house, he here is represented as
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}uilding cities. The Gentiles are made tributaries. His yearly sacri-
CES.,
Q ND it came to passat the end of twenty years,
wherein Solomon had built the house of the
Lowrp, and his own house, ~

2 That the cities which Huram had restored to
Solomon, Solomon built them, and caused the
children of Israel to dwell there. _

3 And Solomon went to Hamath-zobah, and
prevailed against it. '

4 And he built Tadmor in the wilderness, and
all the store cities, which he built in Hamath.

5 Also he built Beth-horon the upper, and
Beth-horon the nether, fenced cities, with walls,
gates, and bars;

6 And Baalath, and all the store cities that
Solomon had, and all the chariot cities, and the
cities of the horsemen, and all that Solomon de-
sired to build in Jerusalem, and in Lebanon, and

throughout all the land of his dominion.

The view here given of Solomon is similar to what is related of him,
1 Kings ix. To one of Solomon’s wisdom, one might have hoped to
have heard more of his hours of meditation and prayer than of his build-
ing of cities! alas! what earthly affections are in our minds.

7 9 4s for all the people that were left of the
Hittites, and the Amorites, and the Perizzites, and
the Hivites, and the Jebusites, which were not of
Israel,

8 But of their children, who were left after them.
in the land, whom the children of Israel consumed
not, them did Solomon make to pay tribute until
this day.

9 But of the children of Israel did Solomon
make no servants for his work; but they were
men of war, and chief of his captains, and captains
of his chariots and horsemen. ‘

10 And these were the chief of king Solomon’s
officers, even two hundred and fifty, that bare rule
over the people. ‘ :
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The distinction Solomon made betweén his ewn people and- the
strangers, in exacting from the latter tribute, might, for ought I know,
be politic as a prince. But blessed be our almighty Solomon, he makes
no distinction between Jew and Gentile. The latter are fellow-heirs.
And of such Jesus himself saith, Other sheep I have whick are not of
this fold ; them also I must bring, and they shall hear my voice, and
there shall be one fold, and one shepherd. John x. 16,

11 And Solomon brought up the daughter of.
Pharaoh out of the city of David unto the house
that he had built for her: for he said, My wife
shall not dwell in the house of David king of Israel,
because the places are holy, whereunto the ark of the

Lorp hath come.
There is a great outline of character given here of Solomon. = In all
his pursuits of pleasure he still retained a veneration for holy things.

- 12 9 Then Solomon offered burnt offerings unto
the Lorp on the altar of the Lorp, which he had
built before the porch.

13 Even after a certain rate every day, offering
according to the commandment of Moses, on the
sabbaths, and on the new moons, and on the so-
lemn feasts, three times in the year, even in the
feast of unleavened bread, and in the feast of
weeks, and in the feast of tabernacles.

14 And he appointed, according to the order of
David his father, the courses of the priests to their
service, and the Levites to their charges, to praise
and minister before the priests, as the duty of every
day required : the porters also by their courses at
every gate: for so had David the man of God
commanded.

15 And they departed not from the command-
ment of the king uuto the priests and Levites
concerning any mattex or concerning the treasures.

16 Now all the work of Solomon was prepared’
unto the day of the foundation of the house of the
Lorp, and until it was finished. So the house of

the Lorp was perfected.
The most interesting part to be noticed in these verses is what is said
of the every-day offering. Never, from the first institution of sacrifices

i
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was this omitted. The lamb of the morning, and the lamb of the even-
ing. What a wonderful thought! that three o’clock in the afternoon
.which was the ninth hour in the Jews reckoning, should have been held
so sacred for the evening sacrifice, because that was the hour which had
beeu appointed before all worlds for the offering of the body of Jesus on
the cross. 'The ninth hour Jesus cried, It is finished ; and the whole
of redemption was then completed. The Holy Ghost, we see, marked
this hour in all the evening sacrifices with an eye to Jesus, from the
beginning.

17 Then went Solomon to Ezion-geber, and to .
Eloth, at the sea side in the land of Edom.

18 And Huram sent him by the hands of his
servants ships, and servants that had knowledge of
the sea; and they went with the servants of Solo-
mon to Ophir, and took thence four hundred and
fifty talents of gold, and brought them to king

Solomon.

Solomon is represented under various characters. But though he
went, it seems, in person to gather the gold of ophir, yet he himself hath
left it upon record that there is a merchandize that is better than the
merchandize of silver, and the gain thereof than fine gold. Prov. iii, 14.
And what is that but the bartering with thee, thou blessed Jesus, our
poverty for thy riches; our sins for thy righteousness; and our weak-
ness for thy strength. Oh! for that durable riches and righteousness
which is with thee, in which there is nothing hollow and unsubsiantial ;
for thou causest them that love thee to inkerit substance, and thou fillest
all their treasures. Prov. viii. 18, 21.

L e —— . eommmmneeee
REFLECTIONS.

WHILE I behold Solomon engaged in building houses, and going as
a merchantman to gather riches; Lord, I would say, make me a wise
master-builder, and the true merchantman that seeketh goodly peatls,
even the pearl of good price.

Upon thee, thou blessed Jesus, as the chief corner-stone God the
Father hath laid in Zion, would 1 build both for my present, and for my
cternal habitation. And Lord, do. thou instruct me so to build that
when the winds, and storms, and rain shall descend, being founded upon
thee the rock of ages, 1 shall never fall, but abide on thee, and in thee,
for ever. . . .

And as a goodly merchantman may I seck thee, the precioys treasure
hid in the field; needing not to go to Ezion-geber, and to Eloth, but
may find thee at the entering in of the gates, and at the coming in of the
cloors.  Yes!. blessed Jesus, thou standest, and'criest, and holdest forth
thy riches, yca durable riches and righteousness, without money and
without price. "Oh! then, thou dearest Lord! teach my soul this pre-
cious merchandize, how a poor sinner may be eternally rich in receiving
out of a full Saviour, whora the more he gives out, the more he hath to
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bestow; and the more impoverished insolvent sinners he receives, the
more glorious he himself becomes. Here, Lord, would I for once be
truly covetous, and desire to make this the gainful business of all my
life. For this would I rise early, late take rest, and eat the bread of

_ carefulness, that Jesus, with all his fulness, God with all his promiises, -
and the Holy Spirit with all his influences, I might bring home to my
house, to my heart, to my soul; and live and feast upon them for ever
and ever.

CHAP. IX.
CONTENTS.

This chaptm, which closes the histor y of Solomon’s reign, gives the
most b illiant account of his greatness. His fame brmgs to his court
the Queen of Sheba. - Hereis the relation of the interview between
them; Solomon’s riches; his death. ‘

ND when the queen of Sheba heard of the

fame of Solomon, she came to prove Solo-

mon with hard questions at Jerusalem, witha very

great company, and camels that bare spices, and

gold in abundance, and precious stones: and when

- she was come to Solomon, she communed with him
of all that was in her heart.

2 And Solomon told her all her queatlons and
© there was nothing hid from Solomon which he told
her not.

3 And when the queen of Sheba had seen the
wisdom of Solomon, and the house that he had
built,

4 And the meat of his table, and the sitting of
his servants, and the attendance of his ministers,
and their apparel; and his cupbearers also,
and their apparel; and his ascent by which he
went up into the house of the L.orp; there was
no more spirit in her. ,

5 And she said to the kmo* It was a true report
which T heard in mine own lapd of thme acts, and
of thy wisdom: .

-6 Howbeit I believed not their Words “until T
came, and mine eyes had seen é: and, behold, the
one half of the greatness of thy wisdom was not.
told me: for thou exceedest the fame that T heard.
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7 Happy are thy men, and happy are these thy
servants, which stand continually before thee, and
hear thy wisdom. /

8- Blessed be the Lorp thy God, whieh delighted
in thee to set thee on his throne, to be king for the
Lorp thy God: because thy God loved Israel, to
establish them for ever, therefore made he thee
king-over them, to do judgment and justice.

9 And she gave the king an hundred and twenty
talents of gold, and of spices great abundance, and
precious stones : neither was there any sugh spice
as the queen of Sheba gave king Solomon.

10 And the servants also of Huram, and the
servants of Solomon, which brought gold from
Ophir, brought algumn trees and precious stones.

11 And the king made of the algum trees ter-
races to the house of the Lorp, and to the king’s
palace, and harps and psalteries for singers: and
there were none such seen before in the land of
Judah.

12 And king Solomon gave to the queen of
Sheba all her desire, whatsoever she asked, beside
that which she had brought unto the king. So she
turned, and went away to her own land, she and

her servants.

The account here given of the visit of the queen of Sheba is so exact
with that given in the 1st book of the Kiugs, chap. x. that I think it
needless to detain the Reader, but rather to refer him to that scripture,
and the Connnentary upon it. Oh! what a reproach is it now, and
what an everlasting condemnation will it be in the world to come, to
thousands, and tens of thousands, who so far from taking a long and
wearisome journey, as this poor woman did, to hear the wisdom of Solo-
mon, cannot be prevailed upon to hear and regard the wisdom of Solo-
mon’s Lord, though held forth in a preached gospel every sabbath-day.

Reader! do not overlook what was pointed at in the account of this
woman’s conduct, in the former relation of her history, how sweet an
emblemn she is of the coming sinner, in whose heart the Holy Ghost
hath given information, and raised a desire of enquiry concerning the
Lord Jesus Christ. Neither let you and I overlook in the view here
given of Solomon’s condescension, the still greater grace and condescen-
sion of our Jesus, in discoursing with poor sinners, and cating with them.
How astonished was the queen of the south in that the king of Tsrael

Vor. IIIL 30
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told her all that she desired. But how abundantly more is the sinner
overwhelmed with astonishment, when the Lord Jesus opens to his view
all that passed within, and removes all his fears, and anxieties, and gives
him a confidence in Jesus which he apprehended he should never possess.
Reader! what are your thoughts of our almighty Solomon concerning
these things? Have you heard, as the queen of the South did, of the
farae of our Solomon! are you come to prove him with hard questions!
have you indeed been with Jesus! and hath he told you all that was in
your heact! oh! then I need rot tell you for you can better tell me,
your astonishment. Surely you will conclude as she did, and yet infi-
nitely higher will be your conclusion; the half of his greatness and wis-
dom hath never been told you. And of his love you could have had no
counception.  Go home then, Reader, as the queen did to her country,
go home to thine house, spread abroad his fame, invite thousauds and
teus of thousands to come to him, and prove him themselves, that he is
infinite in council and might. Lel the fathers to the children make
known his pruise. ' .

13 ¢ Now the weight of gold that came to
Solomon in one year was six hundred and three-
score and six talents of gold; .

14 Beside that which chapmen and merchants
brought. And all the kings of Arabia and go-
vernors of the country brought gold and silver to

“Solomon.

15 And king Solomon made two hundred tar-
gets of beaten gold: six hundred shekels of beaten
gold went to one target.

16 And three bundred shields made he of beaten

-gold : three hundred shekels of gold went to one
shield.  And the king put them in the house of
the forest of Lebanon.

17 Moresver the king made a great throne of
ivory, and overlaid it with pure gold.

18 And there were six steps to the throne, with
a footstool of gold, which were fastened to the throne,
and stays on each side of the sitting place, and two
lions standing by the stays:

19 And twelve lions stood there on the one side
and on the other upon the six steps. There was
not the like made in any kingdom.

20 And all the drinking vessels of king Solo-
mon were of gold, and all the vessels of the house of
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the forest of Lebanon were of pure gold : none were

of silver; it was nof any thing accounted of in the

days of Solomon,

21 For the king’s ships went to Tarshish with
the servants of Huram: every three years once
came the ships of Tarshish bringing gold, and sil-
ver, and ivory, and apes, and peacoc,ks.

22 And king Solomon passed all the kings of the
earth in riches and wisdom.

23 And all the kings of the carth sought the pre-
sence of Solomon, to hear his wisdom, that God had
put in his heart.

24 And they brought every man his present,
vessels of silver, and vessels ot gold, and raiment,
harness, and spices, horses, and mules, a rate yecar
by year. ‘

25 And Solomon had four thousand stalls for
horses and chariots, and twelve thousand horse-
men; whom he bestowed 1n the chariot cities, and
with the king at Jerusalem.

26 And he reigned over all the kings, from the
river even unto the land of the Philistines, and to
the border of Egypt.

27 And the king made silver in Jerusalem as
stones, and cedar trees made he as the sycamore
trees that are in the low plains in abundance.

28 And they brought unto Solomon horses out
of Egypt, and out of all lands.

What an astomshmg relation is here given of the riches, and splendor,
and power, and sovereignty of Solomon. Surely never was there a king
among the sons of men of equal grandeur and magnificence, And yet
what is all this compared to the durable riches and righteousness of Jesus?
All that Solomon possessed, he tells us himself, was but vanity. But
Jesus’s gifts are solid, and not liable to decay. I will cause those that
love me (saith Jesus) to inherit substance ; and I will fill their treasures.
Prov. viii. 21.

29 € Now the rest of the acts of Solomon, first
and last, are they not written in the book of Nathan
the prophet and in the prophecy of Ahijah the
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Shilouite, and in the visions of Iddo the seer against
Jeroboam the son of Nebat?

30 And Solomon reigned in Jerusalem over all
Israel forty years.

31 And Solomon slept with his fathers, and he
was buried in the city of David his father: and
Rehoboam his son reigned in his stead.

Pause, Reader! and in the aceount of the death of Solomon, learn to
make a true estimate of human life. Alas! what can be the real intrinsic
value and importance of all things here below, bounded as they are within
the transitory existence of threescore and ten years, and those years
liable to be cut short by numberless causes every moment! Oh! Loxd,
teach me, teach every Reader that gracious lesson, so to number onr days
as 1o apply our hearts unto wisdom.. Psm. xc. 12.

e ————
EFLECTIONS.

ReabER! it is truly iuteresting to behold the queen of the South
coming from her own country, excited by the fame of Solomon to seek
after his wisdom. But how much more truly interesting is it when we
consider that the Holy Ghost herein beautifully represents the coming of
the whole gentile church to the light of Jesus, and kings to the bright-
ness of his rising.

It forms a subject in which every intelligent Reader cannot but feel
pleased to behold the friendship between Solomon and the queen of
Sheba, when he imparted to her of all her heart desired, and she pre-
sented to him the treasures of gold of ophir, and precious stones, and
algum trees. But how infinitely higher in delight doth the subject arise
in our view, when we behold in this a lively representation of Jesus our
Solomon receiving the poor gentile church, and every individual sinner
among his redeemed oues, with his poor offerings, and bartering his
grace, and wisdom, and love, with all the riches of his redemption in the
wonderful exchange!

And Reader! while we look at Selomon in all the splendor in which he
is here described, and before we take our farewell of him, shall we not
be led fromy the view of him as far as the shadow goes, to the contem-
plation of Jesus the substance, of whem in many instances he was alively
type. Our Christ, as well as Solomon after the flesh, was the son of
David; and sure I am, that as the Lord sent by Nathan to have Solomon
named Jedidiah, beloved of the Lord, a voice froni heaven proclaimed
our Jesus under this glorious character, the beloved and only begotten
Son of God, in whom Jehovah was well pleased.  And who can read the
account of the wisdom of Solomon, 2s wiser than all the men of the east,
without having their thoughts directed to the contemplation of that Solo-
mon in whom are hid all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge! who
can behold the extensiveness of Solomon’s empire, of whom it is said that
the Lord gave him a largeness of heart, even as the sand which is on the
sea shore: without immediately being led to consider the kingdom of our
Lerd Jesus Christ, whose dominion is an everlasting dominion and whose
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power ruleth over all. Solomon was indeed the richest of all princes of
the earth; for silver was as the stones of the street in Jerusalem. But
what is this in comparison of the umsearchable riches of Christ! Solo-
mon had a reign of peace during his life, and his subjects were happy
under his government. But Jesus is himself, by way of emphasis called
the prince of peace; for the sceptre of kis kingdom is altogether righte-
ousness, and peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost. And if Solomon built
by divine appointment the temple of the Lord, did not our Jesus him-
self become both the builder and the temple; for all his people are
built on Jesus, the chief corner stone. He it is of whom alone it ever
could be said, He shall build the temple of the Lord, and he shall bear
the glory! Hail! holy, glorious, gracious, blessed Jesus! a greater in-
deed than Solomon is here. Thou art higher and more excellent than
the kings of any land. Thou art the man whose name is the BRANCH,
Under thee and thy government we shall be safe. AU power is thine
in heaven and in earth. Thy name shall endure for ever. Thy name
shall be continued as long as the sun. Men shall be blessed in thee.
All nations shall call thee biessed. Blessed be thy glorious name for
ever; let the whole earth be filled with thy glory. Amen, and amen.

=]

CHAP X

CONTENTS.

We enter upon the history of Rehoboam in this chapter. He. begins
Lis reign with rejecting the counsel of the elders, and following
youthful advice. Ten of the tribes of Israel revolt. He fleeth to Je-
rusalem.

ND Rehoboam went to Shechem: for to
Shechem were all Israel come to make him
king. '

We have this history almost word for word as it is here, 1 Kings xii.
I therefore would refer the Reader to consult what is there said.

2 And it came to pass, when Jeroboam the
son of Nebat, who was in Egypt, whither he had
fled from the presence of Solomon the king, heard
ot, that Jeroboam returned out of Egypt.

3 And they sent and called him. So Jeroboam .

and all Israel came and spake to Rehoboam, say-
mg,
1 Thy father made our yoke grievous: now
therefore ease thou somewhat the grievous servi-
tude of thy father, and his heavy yoke that he put
upon us, and we will serve thee.

5 And he said unto them, Come again unto me
after three days. And the people departed.
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6 And king Rehoboam took counsel with the
old men that had stood before Solomon his father
while he yet lived, saying, What counsel give ve
me to return answer to this people?

7 And they spake unto him, saying, If thou be
kind to this people, and please them, and speak
goods word to them, they will be thy servants for
ever.

8 But he forsook the counsel which the old men
gave him, and took counsel with the young men
that were brought up with him, that stood before
him. C

9 And he said unto them, What advice give ye
that we may return answer to this people, which
have spoken to me, saying, Ease somewhat the
yoke that thy father did put upon us?

10 And the young men that were brought up
with him spake unto him, saying, Thus shalt thou
answer the people that spake unto thee, saying,
Thy father made our yoke heavy, but make thou
it somewhat lighter for us; thus shalt thou say
unto them, My little finger shall be-thicker than
my father’s loins.

11 For whereas my father put a heavy yoke
upon you, I will put more to your yoke: my fa-
. ther chastised you wtth whips, but I wi// chastise

~you with scorpions. ’

12 So Jeroboam and all the people came to
Rehoboam on the third day, as the king bade,
saying, Come again to me on the third day.

13 Aund the king answered them roughly; and
king Rehoboam forsook the counsel of the old
men,

14 And answered them after the advice of the
young men, saying, My father made your yoke
heavy, but I will add thereto: my father chastised
you with whips, but I wil/ chastise you with scor-
pions.
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15 So the king hearkened not unto the people:
for the canse was of God, that the Lorp might
perform his word, which he spake by the hand of
Ahijah the Shilonite to Jeroboam the son of
Nebat.

1 have purposely gone through all these verses in one reading before
that L offered any Commentary upon them in order to come to this last
veise, which explains the whole; the cause was of God. It is of the
highest importance in life, amidst all the concerns of it, the smailest, and
apparently most inconsiderable, as well as the greatest, and those which
carry consequence with them, that we never sutfer our minds to lose
sight of the Lord’s hand. He ordereth all things according to the coun-
sel of his own will. Hence we find Rehoboam following the rash, ill-
advised counsel of young men, and slighting the ripened judgment of
vears. And Reader! are there not a thousand Rehoboams in life who
prefer the pursuit of things temporal to the grand and momentous con-
cern of things which are eternal; who are wise, according to their judg-
ment of things, for a moment, and foolish for eteruity !

16 9 And when all Israel saw that the king
would not hearken unto them, the people an-
swered the king, saying, What portion have we in
David? and we have none inheritance in the son of
Jesse: every man to your tents, O Israel: and
now, David, sce to thine own house. So all Is-
rael went to their tents. -

17 But as for the children of Israel that dwelt
in the cities of Judah, Rehoboam reigned over
them.

18 ¢ Then king Rehoboam sent Hadoram that
was over the tribute; and the children of Israel
stoned him with stones, that he died. But king
Rehoboam made speed to get him up to Ais cha-
riot, to flee to Jerusalem. '

19 And Israel rebelled against the house of
David unto this day.

If we read this spiritnally, and with an eye to Jesus, is not the lan-
guage of every unawakened man similar to this, We have none inkeritance
in the son of Jesse. Alas! how was this fulfilled in the instance of the
Jews at the crucifixion of Jesus! precious Lord Jesus! how did thy
prayer bring down mercy to turn many of them from the error of their
ways, when those among them who had been most clamorous, crying.
out, Crucify, crucify him! at the day of Pentecost, were pricked at the
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heart, and then their language was, Men and brethren, what shall we do ?
Acts ii. 37. .
O ——
REFLECTIONS.

I¥ in perusing the page of Rehoboam’s folly we stand amazed to see
the blindness and infatuation of such conduct; how much more may we
be astonished at the folly and infatuation of sinners in rejecting the
counsel of God against their own souls, and preferring the pleasures of
sin for a season. Ok! ye simple ones (is the language of wisdom in the
streets of the city) how long will ye love simplicity, and scorners delight
in their scorning, and fools hate knowledge! Surely the sinner that
slights Jesus and his salvation is simple to-the utmost possibility of sim-
plicity. He hath no true knowledge to gunide him. He prefers the
hollow and empty husks of the world to durable riches and righteous-
ness. The sinful pleasures of the earth are to him preferabl® to Jesus
and his grace and glory. Could a man make a mock at sin, if he were
not a fool? Could he sport with that which must end in ruin if he were
not blind, and ignorant, and sénseless, and stupid? Precious Jesus!
thou that art wisdom itself. Oh! give us to see, to know, to appre-
ciate rightly thy value, and to be thoroughly convinced of this, that
Happy is the man that findeth thee; for thy merchandize is better than
the merchandize of silver, and the gain of thee more than fine gold.

CHAP. XIL \

CONTENTS.

This chapter is the continuation of the history of Rehoboam. He
raiseth an army to subdue Israel. Isforbidden to go to war by Shemaiah.
An account of his wires and children.

ND when Rehoboam was come to Jerusalem,

( he gathered of the louse of Judah and Ben-
jamin an hundred and fourscore thousand chosen
men, which were warriors, to fight agaiust Israel,
that he might bring the kingdom again to Reho-

boam.

From small beginnings what large things follow ! Rehoboam’s pre-
{ferring the counsel of young men to the old, laid the foundation of. the
revolt of the ten tribes of Israel fiom the house of David.

2 But the word of the Lorp came to Shemaiah
the man of God, saying,

3 Speak unto Rehoboam the son of Solomon,
king of Judah, and to all Israel in Judah, and
Benjamin, saying, ‘

4 Thus saith the Lorp, Ye shall not go up,
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nor fight against your brethren: return every man
to his house: for this thing is done of me. And
they obeyed the words of the Lorp, and retumed

from going against Jeroboam.

~ We cannot but admlre the conduct of Rehoboam in this obedience
to the command of the Lord. Had he consulted the Lord at first, how
much better would it have been.

5 And Rehoboam dwelt in Jerusalem, and built
cities for defence in Judah. :

6 He built even Beth-lehem, and Etam, and
Tekoa,

7 And Beth-zur, and Shoco, and Adullam,

8 And Gath, and Mareshah, and Ziph,

9 And Adoraim, and Lachish, and Azekah, -

10. And Zorah, and Aijjalon, and Hebron,
which are in Judah, and in Benjamin fenced ci-
ties.

11 And he fortified the strong holds, and put
captains in them, and store of victual, and of oil
and wine.

12 And in every several city ke put shields and
spears, and made them exceeding strong, having

Judah and Benjamin on his side.
Those fenced cities were intended, no doubt, to act upon the defen-
sive, after that he had received command from the Lord.

13 And the priests and the Levites that were in

all Israel resorted to him out of all their coasts.
The encouragement given to the priests and Levites should scem to
imply that Rehoboam regarded the service of the sanctuary.

14 For the Levites left their suburbs and their
possession, and came to Judah and Jerusalem : for
Jeroboam and his sons had cast them off from exe-
cuting the priest’s office unto the Lorp :

15 And he ordained him priests for the high
places, and for the devils, and for the calves which

he bad made.

We have here introduced, in a parenthesis, a short but awful sketch of
the infamous character of Jerobo.xm, which is spoken of in scripture in
such dreadful terms of reproach.

You. III. 3P
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16 And after them out of all the tribes of Is-
rael such as set their hearts to seek the Lorp
God of Israel came to Jerusalem, to sacrifice unto
the Lorp God of their fathers.

17 So they strengthened the kingdom of Judah,
and made Rehoboam the son of Solomon strong,
three years: for three years they walked in the
way of David and Solomon.

18 €[ And Rehoboam took him Mahalath the
daughter of Jerimoth the son of David to wife, and
Ablhall the daughter of Eliab the son of Jesse;

19 Which bare him children; Jeush, and Sha-
mariah, and Zaham.

20 And after her he took Maachah the daugh-
ter of Absalom; which bare him Abijah, and At-
tai, and Ziza, and Shelomith.

*21 And Rehoboam loved Maachah the daugh-
ter of Absalom above all his wives and his concu-
bines: (for he took eighteen wives, and threescore
concubines: and bedat twenty and eight sons, and
threescore dauohters )

22 And Rehoboam made Abijah the son of
Maachah the chief, 7o be ruler among his bre-
thren: for ke thought to make him kmor

23 And he dealt wisely, and dlspexsed of all
his children thronghout all the couutries of Judah
and Benjamin, unto every fenced city: and he
gave them victual in abunfiance And he desired

many wives.

There is very little more to be gathered from the character of this
prinee than that he wisely preferred peace to war, Indeed the shelter
he gave to the priests and Levites is much to his honour. No doubt his
kmcrdom was preserved in peace and good order from the blessing of
the Lord in answer to the prayers of his people. 'This was the real
strength given to the kingdom of Judah. )

et v e~
REFLECTIONS.

WHaT a poor trifling character is this Rehoboam? Is this the son
of Solomon? Alas! what a poor resemblance of wisdom to the Fa-
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ther. Reader! do remark that grace is not hereditary. As the father
cannot bear the sins of the son, neither the son the sins of the father; so
grace hath no conuection in natural alliances. ‘

Is not this Rehoboam a true pictare of all carnal, slothful men! as
he preferred the sluggish situation of the fleshly pursuits to those of
promoting the glory of God, so we find all men under the reigning
power of indwelling sin, desire only 70 make provision for the flesh to
Julfil the lusts theregf. Oh! what multitudes are there of Rehoboams
in the land, who know nothing, think of nothing, enjoy nothing but
fleshly lusts; whose god is their belly, who mind earthly things. Pre-
cious Jesus! keep thy people from such things. Oh! give to them to
have their conversation mere and more in heaven, and from thence to
be always looking for the Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ, who will
change our vile bodies that they may be fashioned like nnto his glorious
body, according to his mighty power whereby he is able to subdue all
things unto himself. ‘

CHAP. XIIL
CONTENTS.
We have an awful sequel to the life of Rehoboam in this ehapter.
The lustful king forsaking God is left in the hand of the king of
Egypt. His death.

Q ND it came to pass, when Rehoboam had esta-
blished the kingdom, and had strengthened
himself, he forsook the law of the Lorp, and all

Israel with him.

The Reader would do well to consult the parallel history, 1 Kings
xiv. From the entrance of Rehoboam on his government to the close
of it, nothing can be more evident than that his heart was not right in
the sight of God. Towards the close of his reign he gave more aw-
fal proofs of his corruption.

2 And it came to pass, that in the fifth year of
king Rehoboam Shishak king of Egypt came up
against Jerusalem, because they had transgressed
against the Lorp. :

3 With twelve hundred charviots, and threescore
thousand horsemen : and the people were without
number that came with him out of Egypt; the
Lubims, the Sukkims, and the Kthiopians.

4 And he took the fenced cities which pertained
to Judah, and came to Jerusalem.

How gracious is the Lord in raising up instruments of correction !
5 Then came Shemaiah the prophet to Reho-

boam, and to the princes of Judah, that were ga-
3P 2
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thered-together to Jerusalem because of Shlshak,
and said unto them, Thus saith the Lorp, Ye
' have forsaken me, and therefore have I also left
you in the hand of Shishak.
6 Whereupon the princes of Israel and the king
humbled themselves: and they said, The Lorp 2

righteous.
It is lovely always to see souls humbled under afftictions.

7 And when the Lorp saw that they humbled
themselves, the word of the Lorp came to She-
maiah, saying, They have humbled themselves;
thercjore I will not destroy them, but I will grant
them some deliverance ; and my wrath shall-not
be poured out upon Jerusalem by the hand of
Shishak.

8 Nevertheless they shall be his servants ; that
they may know my service, and the service of the
kingdoms of the countries. '

9 So Shishak king g of Egypt came up aﬂamst Je-
rusalem, and took away the treasures of the house
of the Lorp, and the treasures of the king’s house;
he took all: he carried away also the shields of
gold. which Solomon had made.

10 Instead of whichking Rehoboam madeshields
of brass, and committed tkhem to the hands of the
chief of the guard, that kept the entrance of the
king’s house.

11 And when the king entered into the house
of the Lorp, the guard came and fetched them,
and brought them again into the guard chamber.

12 And when he humbled himself, the wrath of
the Lorp turned from him, that he would not
destroy him altogether: and also in Judah things
went well.

13 9 So king Rehoboam strengthened himself
in Jerusalem, and reigned: for TRehoboam was
one and forty years old when he began to reign,
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and he reigned seventeen years in Jerusalem, the
city which the Lorp had chosen out of all the
tribes of Isracl, to put his name there.  And his
mother’s name wes Naamah an Ammonitess.

14 And be did evil, because he prepared not
his heart to seek the Lorbp.
~ 15 Now the acts of Rehoboam, first and last,

are they not written in the book of Shemaiah the
prophet, and of Iddo the seer concerning ge-
nealogies? And there were wars between Reho-
boam and Jeroboam continually.

16 And Rehoboam slept with his fathers, and
was buried in the city of David: and Abijah his
son reigned in his stead. ‘

What a poor trifling, uninteresting character was this man! alas!

what can make any character respectable but a life of piety and obe-
dience towards God. .

et NI~ s N
REFLECTIONS.

READER! what evidences do the whole earth afford of the reality of
grace. We see men like Rehoboam, filling up a place in history, and
the sum total of their lives is this, they lived, and eat, and drank, and
then died. But is this the end of man’s existence? Oh! for distin-
guishing grace to live all our days to the glory of God. To live for
Jesus; and to live to Jesus, What can be sweeter than the precious
testimony that we have fellowship with the Father, and with his Son
Jesus Christ.  Lord! grant that this may be my portion. Let nothing
call off my attention from thee, the one grand object of all desire. In
thee, Lord, I shall possess all things. And if thou art mine, I shall be
truly happy in time, aud happy to all eternity.

CHAP XIII

CONTENTS.

This chapter relates to us the history of Abijah, the son of Reko-
boam. And here we have the melanekoly account of the wars between
Judah and Israel. This brings us to the close of Abijak’s history.

OW in the eighteenth year of king Jeroboam
began Abijah to reign over Judah.

2 He reigned three years in Jerusalem. His

mother’s name also was Michaiah the daughter
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.of Uriel of Gibeah. And there was war between

Abijah and Jeroboam.

The Reader will do well to consult the parallel history, 1 Kings xv.
though it is more fully related here concerning the reign of Abjjah than
i that sacred record. But the subject is truly interesting; aud the
Reader will, I hope, not fail to regard it. The name of Abijah.is
striking; Abba, Father; Jah, Jehovali: meaning, the Lord is my
Father.

‘3 And Abijah set the battle in array with an
army of valiant men of war, even four hundred
thousand chosen men: Jeroboam also set the
battle in array against him with eight hundred
thousand chosen men, being mmhty men of va-
lour.

4 And Abijah stood up upon mount Zema-
raim, which # in mount Ephraim, and said, Hear
me, thou Jeroboam, and all Israel;

5 Ought ye not to know that the Lorp God
of Isra¢l gave the kingdom over Israel to David
for ever, even to him and to his sons by a cove-

nant -of salt? \

His army was greatly inferior. But this he regards not. He pleads
right, as descended from David; whereas Jeroboam is an usurper.
The covenant of salt should seem to imply a covenant with sacrifice.
For every sacrifice is salted with salt, David, with an eye to Christ,
had so expressed himself, Psm. L. 5. It is precious to ‘see so much of
Jesus in the general circunstances of the peop]e in those remote ages.
By Abijal standing upon mount Ephraim, it is clear that he had pene-
trated pretty far into the heart of Jeroboam’s dominions.

6 Yet Jeroboam the son of Nebat, the servant
of Solomon the son of David, is risen up, and
hath rebelled against his lord.

7 And there are gathered unto him vain men,
the children of Behal and have strengthened
themselves against Rehoboam the son of Solo-
mon, when Rehoboam  was young and tender-
hedrted and could not withstand them.

8 And now ye think to withstand the kmddom
of the Lorp in the hand of the sons of Dav:d
and ye be a great multitude, and there are with
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you golden calves, which Jeroboam made you for
gods.

9 Have ye not cast out the priests of the Lorbp,
the sons of Aaron, and the Levites, and have
made you priests after the manner of the nations
of other lands? so that whosoever cometh to con-
secrate himself with a young bullock and seven
rams, the same may be a priest of them that are no
gods.

This speech of Abijah is very animated and powerful. He points
out the iniquity of Jeroboam, who as a servant had stood up in open
rebellivn against his Lord.  He bids the people take notice what vain,
light, and trifling men were his supporters. He next adverts to the
_ awful state in which he and his army stood, i respect to religion. [le
had thrown off the true religion of the God of Israel, and had set up
calves for gods, and consecrated unhallowed men for his priests. As if
he had said, Is it possible that any among you can conceive that such a
cause can prosper? .

10 But as for us, the Lorp is our God, and we
have not forsaken him ; and the priests which mi-
nister unto the Lorp, «re the sons of Aaron, and
the Levites wait upon theur business.

11 And they burn unto the Lorp every morn-
ing and every evening burnt sacrifices and sweet
incense: the shewbread also set they in order upon
the pure table; and the candlesticks of gold with
the lamps thereof, to burn every evening: for we
keep the charge of the Lorp our God; but ye
have forsaken him.

12 And, behold, God himself s with us for our
captain, and his priests with sounding trumpets to
cry alarm against you. O children of Isracl, fight
ye not against the Lorp God of your fathers; for
ye shall not prosper.

Abijah, having iu the former part of his speech pointed out the bad-
ness of the cause of his enemmies, in those verses calls upon the people
to judge of the goodness of his cause from the Lord. He strongly re-
presents that lis priests are the descendants of Aaron, and dwells more
particularly, (and I wish the Reader not to overlook this part of his

. address) on that distinguishing character of the true religion, the ob-
servance of the burnt sacrifice 1n the morning and evening of every day.
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Reader! was not this evidently with an eye to Christ? Sweet thought!
If Jesus be for us who can be against us! -

13 € But Jeroboan caused an ambushment to
come about behind them: so they were before Ju-

dah, and the ambushment was behind them.
It should seem that while Abijah was addressing the arnies Jeroboam
artfully sent off a party to surround him. ‘

14 And when Judah looked back, behold,. the
battle was before and behind : and they cried unto
the Lorp, and the priests sounded with the trum-
nets.
1f’This is a beautiful testimony of piety; this cry unto the Lord.

15 Then the men of Judah gave a shout: and
as the men of Judah shouted, it came to pass, that
God smote Jeroboam and all Israel before Abijah
and Judah.

And this is as sweet a testimony of the Lord’s hearing and answering
prayer.—It was not Abijah’s sword, not Abijal’s speech, but it was the
Lord that smote Jeroboam and Israel with him.

16 And the children of Israel fled before Ju-

~dah: and God delivered them into their hand.

17 And Abijah and his people slew them with
a great slaughter: so there fell down slain of Is-
rael five hundred thousand chosen men.

18 Thus the children of Israel were brought
under at that time, and the children of Judah pre-
vailed, because they relied upon the Lorp God of
their fathers. :

19 And Abijalh pursued after Jeroboam, -and
took cities from him, Beth-el with the towns
thereof, and Jeshanath with the towns thereof, and

Ephraim with the towns thereof.

The event was truly awful. This slaughter is the greatest that we
ever read of in sacred history. ' '

20 Neitherdid Jeroboam recover strength again
in the days of Abijah: and the Lorbp struck him,
and he died. ,

What a short but awful account doth the IToly Ghest give of this

man! think only what a terror this wretch had been to multitudes.
Like another Herod, the Lord smites him, and he dies. Oh! did but
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s .ch characters consider what feeble creatures they are in the midst of
all their boasting, what a check might it give to the vanity of their mind!
See Acts xii. 23,

21 But Abijah waxed mighty, and married
fourteen wives, and begat twenty and two sons,and
sixteen daughters. ‘

22 And the rest of the acts of Abijah, and his
ways, and his sayings, are written in the story of
the prophet Iddo. _

There appears to have been no grace in Abijab’s heart; though the
Lord was pleased to miake him an instrument in his hand for the
destruction of Jeroboam. Reader! is not this the case in the present
hour? , :

e RS
REFLECTIONS.

IT is hardly possible to read the history of war and bloodshed with~
out having our minds led out to the serious consequences of sin, which
hath introduced death with all its trains of evil. Behold, Reader, in
the example before us, how the descendants of Jacob, in the different
tribes and families, have lost sight of their original stock, and are em-
ployed in destroying one another. Oh! the wretched consequences of a
fallen state! preciousJesus! here again, as in a thousand other instances,
let me pause to praise thee for thy gracious: interposition in the re-
demption of our fallen nature! :
- -Lord! 1 beseech thee that in all the conflicts and warfares in which
my soul may be engaged, give me to see, like Abijahk, that the Lord is

" on my side, then need I not fear what men ¢an do unto me. And oh,
Lord! let my cause be on the same side as his was, with the house of
David. Jesus is my lawful sovereign: by heirship; for the Father
hath made him heir of all things; and by purchase and by conquest, for
he hath purchased my redemption with his blood; and by the victory
of his grace over my heart, he hath a rightful claim 10 my obedience
and my love. Lord, grant that I may never be found lifting up the
heel of disobedience against thee, lest like Jeroboam the Lord smite me,
and I never after recover strength to lift up my head. But make me
the willing subject of thy grace, that my knee may bow before thee, and
with all the redeemed joyfully confess, that Jesus Christ is Lord to the
glory of God the Father.—Amen.

s em——
—

CHAP. XIV.

CONTENTS. S

The suceession of the history is carried on in this chapter in the re-

lation of the reign of Asa, the son of Abijak. His character and piety,
and an account of kis victories.

g() Abijah slept with his fathers, and they buried
%) him in the city of David: and Asa his son
Vou. IIL 3Q :

P
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reigned in his stead. In his days the land was
quiet ten years. ]

_ The history of a pious king amidst the relation of impious princes, is
to the historian precious and refreshing, as some sweet spot of herbage
and of water to the traveller amidst a barren and dry wilderness.

2 And Asa did that which was good and right in
the eyes of the Lorp his God:

3 For he took away the altars of the strange
gods, and the high places, and brake down the
images, and cut down the groves: "

4 And commanded Juddh to seek the Lorp
God of their fathers, and to do the law and the
commandment.

5 Also he took away out of all the cities of Ju-
dah the high places and theimages: and the king-
dom was quiet before him.

» 6 And he built fenced cities in Judah; for the
land had rest, and he had no war in those years;
because the Lorp had given him rest. ~

7 Therefore he said unto Judah, Let us build
these cities, and make about them walls, and towers,
gates, and bars, while the land i yet before us;
because we have sought the Lorp our God, we
have sought Aim, and he hath given us rest on
every side. So they built and prospered.

It should seem from the account here given that Asa, immediately on
his accession to the throne, began to reform the abuses of the preeeding
reign of his father. Idolatry he abolished, which had crept in from the
latter end of the reign of his grandfather Solomon. And what is yet
more pleasant in the account here given, he set'up the pure worship of
the Lord God of Israel. So that this forms a very pleasing relation con-
cerning the kingdom of Judah under the government of Asa. If the
Reader compares what is related of Asa in 1 Kings xv. with his history °
as recorded in this place and the two following chapters, the narratives

. will matually explain each other. Though we have but a short ac-

count in the book of the Kings concerning Asa compared to what is
here told of him. ‘

8 And Asa had an army of'men that bare targets
and spears, out of Judah three hundred thousand ;
and out of Benjamin, that bare shields and drew
bows; two hundred and fourscore thousand; all
these were mighty men of valour.
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9 9 And there came out against them Zerah
the Ethiopian with an host of a thousand thou-
sand, and three hundred chariots; and came unto
Mareshah.

10 Then Asa went out against him, and they
set the battle in array in the valley of Zephathah
at Mareshah. —

The happiest and most exemplary life is not free from assanlt. Nay
in a spiritual sense, if any man will live godly in Christ Jesus, he shall on
this very account suffer persecution. That is a precious blessing of
thine, dearest Jesus, only I would be always careful to see that it is

purely from an attachment to thee, and to thy cause, that the persecu-
tion comes, Matt. v. 11.

11 And Asa cried unto the Lorp his God, and
said, Lorp, i & nothing with thee to help, whe-
ther with many, or with them that have no power;
help us, O Lorp our God; for we rest on thee,
and in thy name we go against this multitude. O
Lorp, thou art our God; let not man prevail
against thee.

Reader! do not fail to observe the beauties of this prayer, short as it
is, for they are many. In the first place remark in it the ground of
Asa’s cry to God. He had served God in the day of his prosperity, and
therefore now in the day of his adversity he might truly call upon him.
Observe moreover, that the God he called upon was not an unknown
Giod, bat a well known and a well proved God; even God in covenant.
O Lord, our God, said Asa! oh! how precious, how inconceivably pre-
cious is it, to- have Gaod in Christ in all the covenant engagements of re-
demption in the Lord Jesus, to fly to in time of need. Observe stiil fur-
ther the strong faith Asa had in the power of God. It is nothing with
thee (said he) to help with many or with few. Oh! for faith to every
poor sinner when a sense of abounding transgression would overwhelm
the soul ! Thy covenant grace, almighty Father, and thy cleansing blood
and justifying righteousness, thou blessed Jesus, can save from all sin!
~—Observe once more the humbleness of soul in Asa concerning his own
strength ; e rest on thee; not in our arms, nor in our strength. So
saith the poor sinner made sensible of his own nothingness and depravity.
His language is, I place no more dependence on my best prayers for
acceptance, than on my worst sins. Neither repentance, nor faith, are
the causes of my hope: But Jesus alone, his merits, his blood, his
righteousness. And lastly, let not the Reader pass over as distinguishing
a featyre in Asa’s pr7 cr as any; thou art our God'; let not man re-
vail against thee. Intimating that the cause was the Lord’s, and so
would be the glory of the triumph.  Aud is not this the case in all the
great objects of redemption? All is for the honeur of Jesus, that God "
may be glorified in him. So sung the redeemed in heaven, which John
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heard, who, while ascribing redemption to Jesus, proclaimed at the same
time that this redemption was from God as the first cause, and reverted
back 10 God againas the finalend. Thow wast slain and hast redeemed
- usto God by thy blood. Rev.v.9. See, Reader! what atrue gospel
prayer is here recorded of Asa in the book of the Chronicles.

12 So the Lorp smote the Ethiopians before
Asa, and before Judah ; and the Ethiopians fled.
13 And Asa and the people that were with him
pursued them unto Gerar: and the Ethiopiaus
were overthrown, that they could not recover them-
selves; for they were destroyed before the Lorp,
and before his host; and they carried away very
much spoil. '
14 And- they smote all the cities round about
. Gerar; for the fear of the Lorp came upon them;
and they'spoiled all the cities; for there was ex-
ceeding much spoil in them.
15 They smote also the tents of cattle, and car-
ried ‘away sheep and camels in abundance, and

returned to Jerusalem. '

No wonder after such a prayer, which the Lord gave grace to offer up,
that an answer of mercy and favor should come down. And Reader!
pray remark one or two expressions in this account: = It is said that the
enemy could not recover themselves before the Lord, and before his
host. - And that tke fear of the Lord, not the fear of Asa’s army, came
upon them. ‘And such, depend upon it, is and will be the consternation
and térror of all the enemies of our salvation.  The Lord thy God (is the
sweét promise) shall drive them out before thee, and shall deliver them
into thine hand, and thou shalt destroy them with a mighty destruction,
until they be destroyed. ~See a precious string of promises to this
dniount, Deut. vii. from beginning to end. And which'if the Reader
spiritualizeth with -an eye to Jesus "(for it is pure gospel, and may be
gafely so interpreted) he will find it-most precious indeed ! :

REFLECTIONS.~

1t is hardly possible to read the character here given of Asa, and the
blessed eventual copsequences of his piety, as it'concerned the people of
Judah, without having our minds led out in’ delightful contemplation on
the happinéssf of a church, and nation, and people, under the blessings
of princes which set uy irue religion in the-land, and adorn the gospel
of Jesus, not only by precept, but example. The imagination can hardly
calcnlate the exteusiveness of sach a blessing, in the inuu.rxrierab‘le happy
congequences which,spring out of it. Who shall indeed sayto what
auspicicus blessings, even in generations yet to come, it may reach,
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Aud while we exercise the mind in contemplating the mercy as it is
found in a land at large, under the eye of a reforming prince, like Asa;
if we carry the thought into the narrower circle of churches and private
faniilies, the blessing is immense, even heve, in the eventual gracious
effects which must follow. Let the Reader figure to himself a church,
an house, a family, all living in the faith, and love, and fear of God.
They are closely allied in the strictest and most durable of all bonds, of
reverence and faith in Jesus to a covenant God in Christ, and in real
amity and Christian union to one another. Jesus is their glorious head,
and they are memhers of his body, of his flesh, and of hlS bones. Let
the enemies of their salvation, like the /thiopians against Asa, coine
forth with an army of a thousand thousand, yet the baftle is the Lord’s,
and he will eventually come forth to their deliverance. The graces of
his Spirit will be their support, and confidence in the promises of re-
demption by Jesus their strong hold. They will be exercised indeed in
resisting sin and Satan, but more is he that is with them than all that are
against them. It is nothing to our God to help, whether with many or
with few. They shall overcome, as the armies of heaven have done, by
the blood of the Lamb, and be made more than conquerors through his
grace helping them.

seg

CHAP. XV.

CONTENTS.

The history of Asais continued through this chapter. Encouraged
by Azariah, on whom the Spirit of God descended to teach the king, he
entereth further in the reformation of Judah from the remains of idol-
atry. He removeth his mother from being queen in consequerice of her
idolatry.

AND the Spirit of God came upon Asariah the
son of Oded.

What a mercy it was that the Lord did not forsake his people in the
midst of their idolatry, but poured out of his Holy Spirit occasionally
upon the minds of some to preserve a sense of his presence among thent.
Sweet thought !

2 And he went out to meet Asa, and said unto
him, Jear ye me, Asa, and all Judah and Benja-
min; the Lorp & with you, while ye be with him;
and if ye seek him, he will be found of yous; but
if ye forsake him, ‘he will forsake you.

3 Now for a long season Israel hath been mthout
the true God, and without a. teaching pnest and
without law.

4 But when they in then‘ trouble did turn unto
the Lorp God of Israel, and souoht him, he was
found of them.
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5 And in those times there was no peace to him
that went out, nor to him that came in, but great
vexations were upon all the inhabitants of the coun-
tries.
6 And nation was destroyed of nation, and city
of city : for God did vex them with all adversity.
7 Be yestrong therefore, and let not your hands

be weak: for your work shall be rewarded.

It must have been an animating thing after the victory, and in the
moment of returning from the sponls of the foe,—this address of Azariah.
And observe how seasonable it was. Though the Lord had given them
wvictory, had heard and answered prayer ; and had destroyed the enemy ;
yet let not Asa and his people suppose that they might now return to
1011) There is more cause than ever now to keep close to the Lord,
“that the mercy lately manifested might be perpetuated. Reader! mark
what is here said with an eye to Jesus? Hath he lately helped us in our
conflicts with the enemy? Hath he given us to see our nothingness, and
his all-sufficiency? Let these things become ouly a more earnest call
upon our hearts to see our daily need of him, and that we may act more
faith upon him. Let his glory be our chief aim: and this will ensure us
his abiding favor. ‘

8 And when Asa heard these words, and the
prophecy of Oded.the prophet, he took courage,
and put.away the abominable idols out of all the
land of Judah and Benjamin, and out of the cities
which he had taken from mount Ephraim, and
renewed the altar of the Lonrp, that was before

the porch of the Lorp.

How delightful itis to see the gracious effects of the prophet’s preach-
ing on the heart of Asa. Such, Reader! ought all the gracious mes-
sages of our God, in his blessed 'gospel to have upon our hearts, to give
.us courage and strength for the holy war, and to animate our souls more
and more {0 forwt things which are behmd and 1o press forward to
those which are’ before; and thus to press toward the mark for the
prize of the hizh calling of God in Christ Jesus. Philip. iii. 13, 14.

9:And he oathe:ed all Judah and Benjamin,
and the stralwels with them out of Ephraim and
Manasseh, and out of Simeon: for they fell to him
out of Israel in abundance, when they saw that
the Lorp his God was with him.

10 So they gathered themselves together at Je-
rusalem .in the third month, in the fifteenth year
of the reign of Asa.
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11 And they offered unto the Lorp the same
time, of the spoil which they had brought, seven
hundred oxen and seven thousand sheep.

. 12 And they entered into a covenant to seek
the Lorp God of their fathers with all their heart
and with all their soul:

13 That whosoever would not seck the Lorp
God of Israel should be put to death whether small
or great, whether man or woman.

14 And they sware unto the Lorp with a loud
voice, and with shouting, and with trumpets, and
with cornets. ‘

15 And all Judah rejoiced at the oath; for they
had sworn with all their heart, and sought him
with their whole desire; and he was found of-
them: and the Lorp gave them rest round
about. :

This convening of the people was a very proper thing after so glo-
rious an instance of the divine mercy; in order that all the people, be-
cause all were interested in the deliverance, might send up their praises
together. And it is delightful to remark, that the assembly became nu-
merous, and fell to Asa out of all Israel in abundance, because they saw
that the Lord his God was with him. Oh! Reader! what unknown
powers.of persuasion would be found in that argument, could we but
carry that proof with us, that the Lord our God is with us. Such we
are told will be the grand predisposing cause, in making up the gospel
church.at the last times, when Jew, and Gentile, are to be brought into
one fold., Ten men shall take kold of the skirts saying ; we will go with
you for we have heard that God is with you. Zech. viii. 23. How
beautiful a view is here given of the sacred joy of this people. And what
a complacency is described in the Lord’s being found of them, and giving
thein rest! surely those sacrifices, and this covenant, were by faith in
the promised seed and looking unto Jesus!

16 € And also concerning Maachah the mother
of Asa the king, he removed her from being queen,
because she had made an idol in a grove: and
Asa cut down her idol, and stamped ¢, and burnt
¢t at the brook Kidron.

17 But the high places were not taken away
out of Israel: nevertheless the heart of Asa was
perfect all his days.
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18 And he brought into the house of God the
things that his father had dedicated, and that he
himself had dedicated, silver, and gold, and
vessels.

- 19 And there was no more war unto the five

and thirtieth year of the rcign of Asa.

I admire Asa’s integrity, in that his eye would not spare even his own
mother. Surely there can be no real love to the Lord, that suffers any
creature to become a vival.  Ile that loveth father and mother more
than me is not worthy of me. Precious Jesus! give me grace to follow
thee wholly, though the ties of nature plead ever so powerfully. Thou
who hast made me, redeemed me, and given me all my comforts; surely
thou hast an unquestionable right to be loved, and closely adhered te
above all.

e T S
REFLECTIONS.

How beautiful upon the mountains (saith the prophet) are the feet
of them that publish salvation. And a lively token of divine favor, in
the person of Azariah, was given here ia this embassy from God to his
people.  And was not the purport of his visit to the same effect?
Did he not hold forth the presence, the favor, the love, the assurance of
protection to the people, while adhering to their covenaut engagements?
And what were these things but shadows and types of Jesus?

. And what is it now ? Ambassadors are sent by the Lord Jesus to pro-
pose and negociate with poor sinful men, an emba-sage of mercy, favor,
and peace. On Jesus, our fulness, our security, our very being and safety
depend. Aund if, while these glorious tidings of God’s good-will to men
are held forth to us like Asa and the people, our very souls go forth in
praise, and love with thanksgiving, for the unspeakable gift of God in his
dear Son: oh! how certain Is it, that the Lord will give us rest on every
side from all our enemies. The Lord will fight our battles for us, and
we shall hold our peace. When a man’s ways please the Lord, he
maketh even his enemies to be at peace with him.

CHAP. XVI.
CONTENTS.

This chapter closeth the history of Asa. After a long reign, and
Zlong prosperity, in consequence of mew froubles arising, Asa sends te
the king of Syria for aid. Being reproved for it by the prophet, Asq
manifests great displeasure. He is diseased ; sceks not to God, but to
the physicians, for help. He dies, and is buried with great pomp.

N the six and thirtieth year of the reign of Asa
1 Baasha king of Israel came up against Judah,
and built Ramah, to the intent that he might let

none go out or come in to Asa king of Judah.
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2 Then Asa brought out silver and gold out of
the treasures of the house of the Lorp and of the
king’s house, and sent to Ben-hadad king of Syria,
that dwelt at Damascus, saying,

3 There is a league between me and thee, as
there was between my father and thy father: be-
hold, I have sent thee silver and gold; go, break
thy league with Baasha king of Israel, that he
may depart from me. .

Here is a melancholy account of Asa after such an illustrious relation
as we have had of him before. Is it possible that the man who had been
so highly favoured of the Lord; had entered into covenaut with God ;
and enjoyed the sweets of it for so many years, should be alarmed at the
approach of a power like that of Syria? We have the account of this
transaction, 1 Kings xv. There is, however, some difference, in the
chronology of the acecount, between what is here related and in the book
of the Kings; to which refer the Reader. His alliance with Benhadud,
an heathen, is singular in a man of Asa’s piety. Alas! what a proneness
there is in our corrupt unature, to keep fair with the carnal and ungodly
world. But Reader! depend upon it, every backsliding of this kind
shall bring its own scourge.

4 And Ben-hadad hearkened unto king Asa,
and sent the captains of his armies against the ci-
ties of Israel; and they smote Ijon, and Dan,
and Abel-maim, and all the store cities of Naph-
tali. .

5 And it came to pass, when Baasha heard &,
that he left off building of Ramah, and let his
work cease. '

6 Then Asa the king took all Judah; and they
carried away the stones of Ramah, and the tim-
ber thereof, wherewith Baasha was building; and

he built therewith Geba and Mizpah.

The Syrian gladly availed himself to punish Israel. Herod and Pi-
late shall be good friends when joining against Jesus. But were it not
for this, they would be sworn foes.

7 And at that time Hanani the seer came to
Asa king of Judah, and said unto him, Because
thou hast relied on the king of Syria, and not re~
lied on the Lorp thy God, therefore is the host
of the king of Syria escaped out of thine hand.

Vour. 1L 3R
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8 Were not the Ethiopians and the Lubims a
huge host, with very many chariots and horse-
men? yet, because thou didst rely on the Loxb, -
he delivered them into thine hand.

9 For the eyes.of the Lorp run to and fro
throughout the whole earth, to shew himself
strong in the behalf of zhem whose heart # perfect
towaxd him. Herein thou hast done foolishly:

therefore from henceforth thou shalt have wars.
What a precious thing it is in all masters, could they but be truly
sensible of it, to have faithful servants. In the chureh of God how
highly essential it is that the preachers should be so! What a lovely ac-
count of the divine prescience and knowledge is here given of our éod
st eyes, not barely looking on, but running thvoufrla the earth. And
this, not to inform zlmself but to convinee his people how near at hand
he is to their deliverance. Blessed Jesus! grant that I may never lose
sight of this precious truth. Suvely, dear Lord, if thou art looking on,
well may I be confident in thee and in' thy strength But what a me-
lamholy thought it is when past experiences of the Lord’s goodness are
not found sufficient with our unhelieving hearts to beget an hearty, firm,
and unshaken reliance. What a beautiful contrast to- this conduct of Asa
~ was that of Samuel between Mizpeh and Shem, when he set ~up his Eb-
enezer, saying, Hitherto the Lord hath helped us. 1 Sam. vii. 12. And
cannot you andI Rcdder, set up our hitherto. And if our present
Ebenezer depend upon it we shall never, except from the unbelief of our

hearts, say with truth, the Lord hath forsaken me, and my Lord hath
Sforgotten me. lsaiah xlix. 14.

10 Then Asa was wroth with the seer, and put
him in a prison house; for e was in a rage with
him because of this thing. And Asa oppnessed

some of the people the same time.’

Alas! what anr awful picture is this of Asa. Oh! how evideat it is
when men grow cool towards God that they grow impatient of reproof’;
and how unbounded is the yage of the human mind! Not only the
preacher, but the hearers, if they look as though thev countenanced
the sermon, will come in for a portion in the angry man’s resentment.

11 9 And, behold, the acts of Asa, first and
last, lo, they are written in the book of the kings of
J udah and Tsrael.

12 And Asa in the thirty and ninth year of his
_ reign was diseased in his feet, until his dlsease was
e\:ceedmff great: yet in his discase he sought not
to the LORD, but to the physicians.
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13 € And Asa slept with his fathers, and died
in the one and fortieth year of his reign.
14 Aud they buried him in his own sepulchres,
which he had mnade for himself in the city of Da-
vid, and laid him in the bed which was filled with
sweet odours and divers kinds of spices prepared
by the apothecaries’ art: and they made a very

great burning for him. ,

The disease of Asa seems to have been remarkable, as if it was pecu- '
liarly sent of the Lord, that it is so described,—Perhaps a lameness. He
had contined the prophet, and now the Lord confines him. But the
prophet’s prison was converted into a palace, for the Lord was with him:
Asa’s palace into a dungeon, for he had not the light of the divine coun-
tenance. He sought aid from the physician. He forgot that it is the
Lord’s provinee to kill and to make alive, to bring down to the grave and
to bring up. Oh! what miserable comforters are all men. Physicians
are of no value except the Lord commissions them, either to the body or
the soul. His death was awful. Of his burial we read, indeed, that it
was attended with great pomp. But oh! how far preferable is one
whisper of grace from the Lord, in a dying hour, than ali the shouts of
men without it over the unconscious ashes. Oh! for that voice to be
heard and felt, both by Reader and Writer in the last hour, Blessed are
the dead which die in the Lord! Yes! blessed Jesus! let it be my por-
tion to live to thee, and to die in thee; and then death will be as preci-
ous as spices, and lying down with Christ the sweetest odours. Rev.

xiv, 13.

B s
REFLECTIONS,

[t is impossible to close our view of the life of Asa without having the
mind exercised with solemn thoughts concerning an history so very mys-
terious and extraordinary. The Holy Ghost hath twice caused it to be
recorded in his history, that though the high places were not removed ;
nevertheless Asa’s heart was perfect with the Lord all his days. Though
his latter end therefore differed so materially from the beginning, yet are
we led to hope that a work of grace had passed upon his soul; and though
for his rebellion and departure, like a stubborn child under ¢orrection,
be was put to bed in the dark; yeta child still, and mercifully con-
sidered so by his gracious God and Father in Christ.

But Reader! leaviug the history of Asa, let you and I endeavour to
make the suitable and becoming improvements from it, which a case so
solemn and striking is highly calculated to propose. When we see as in
hisinstance, and in the instance of others, such as the apostle Paul speaks
of, in whose hearts a work of grace hath been manifested, that they still
carry about with them a body of sin, oh! let it serve to teach us with
what wariness and caution believers in Jesus shouyld have their conver-
sation in the world. If Paul himself groaned in consequence of this,
and years after his regeneration declared that ke was carnal, sold under
sin; that the good he would he did not ; but that the evil which he

3R 2 .
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would not that ke did.. Oh! think, my brother, what a mass of sin this
unrenewed part of our nature the body is, and with what holy jealousy
should we watch over it, lest it drag down the soul! How oft doth Satan,

" joining with the remaining corrupt lusts of our nature, intice us from
Jesus; and in what numberless instances do we find our hearts wan-
dering from all that is truly precious, from Jesus, from our happiness,
from his word, from his people !

Oh! thou Holy One of Israel! the Lord our righteousness ! how en-
deared art thou to my soul in this among a thousand other views m
which I see and feel my daily need of thee.” Who shall deliver me from
this body of death? None but Jesus can accomplish this mighty work,
for all the angels of heaven are incompetent to sucha service. And
blessed, for ever blessed be thy dear name, thou art truly called JYesus,
because thou wilt save thy people from their sins. Thou hast redeemed
them by thy blood from all the powers of hell and darkness; and thou
hast, and wilt save them from themselves and their own corrupt nature.
Shall the prey be taken from the mighty, (saith God by his servant the
prophet) or shall the lawful captive be delivered. And Reader! recol-
lect every'sinner is a lawful captive, who by sin hath given himself to the
serviee of Satan. But thus, saith the Lord, even the captives of the
mighty, shall be taken away, and the prey of the terrible shall be de-
livered. For I will contend with them that contendeth witk thee, and ¥
will save thy children. Isaiab xlix. 24, 25. Oh! precious, precious
promise of a covenant God in Christ, made to the person of eur dear
Immanuel; and in hin eonfirmed sure to all his seed.

"CHAP. XVIL

CONTENTS.

We arrive now in the history of the.Chronicles of the kings of Judah
to the record concerning Jehoshaphat the son of Asa. He hath a pros-

perous reign. He appointeth teachers in Judah. An account of his
greatness. ’

AND Jehoshaphat his.son reigned in his stead,
and strengthened himself against Israel.

2 And he placed forces in all the fenced cities
of Judah, and set garrisons in the land of Judah,
and in the cities of Ephraim, which Asa his fa-
ther had taken. ‘ _

3 And the Lorp was with Jehoshaphat, because
he walked in the first ways of his father David,
and sought not unto Baalim.

4 But sought to the Lorp God of his father,
and walked in his commandments, and not after
the doings of Israel.

The account here given of Jehoshaphat's prudenee in strengthening
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himself in his kingdom, is far less interesting than what is said of him,
of his walking in the counsel of the Lord. The most lovely feature in
every character is that of grace. How truly becoming is it, since we
owe every thing we have to the Lord, that the bountiful giver should
have, if but as tenants of such a Lord, the just rent of his own pro-

perty.

5 Therefore the Lorp stablished the kingdom
in his hand; and all Judah brought to Jehoshaphat
presents; and he had riches and honour in abund-
ance.

6 And his heart was lifted up in the ways of
the Lorp: moreover hie took away the high places
and groves out of Judah.

And Reader! do observe how the Lord’s blessing is sure to accompany
such conduct. Our God will never be backward ; but be always be-
fore hand in rewarding the services of his creatures. Though he needs
nothing from them, and indeed strictly speaking it is of his own they
offer, yet he is graciously pleased to make himself debtor to his crea-
3;;;8, and to accept that as a gift which from them is indeed a just

7 € Also in the third year of his reign he sent
to his princes, even to Ben-bail and to Obadiah,
and to Zechariah, and to Nathaneel, and to Mi-
caiah, to teach in the cities of Judah,

8 And with them /he sent Levites, evern She-
maiah, and Nethaniah, and Zebadiah, and Asa-
hel, and Shemiramoth, and Jehonathan, and Ado-
nijah, and Tobijah, and Tob-adonijah, Levites;
and with them Elishama and Jehoram, priests.

9 And they taught in Judah, and had the book
of the law of the Lorp with them, and went
about throughout all the gities of Judab, and
taught the people. ‘

I do not recollect a more beautiful representation given of any of the
kings of Israel any where, than what is here given of Jehoshaphat in his
sending forth teachers to bring his subjects acquainted with the law of
the Lord. The teachers also are highly spoken of, in that when they
went forth to instruct, their teaching was concerning the Lord; for it is
said that they had the book of the law of the Lord with them. In the
present hour mimisters of Jesus should never be without their Bibles, for
this is their authority by which they may establish the truths which they
teach, and put to silence the ignorance of foolish men. :

10 And the fear of the Lorp fell upen all the



490 2 CHRQNICI oS, [en. xvir,

kingdoms of the lands that were round about Ju-
dab, so that they made no war against Jehosha-
phat. :

It plainly proves bow much the Lord approved of Jehoshaphzt's in-
- structing the people, for he suffered no interruption to the piou, work io
take place from the nations around.

11 Also some of the Philistines brought Jeho-
shaphat presents, and tribute silver; and the Ara-
bians brought him flocks, seven thousand and se-
ven hundred rams, and seven thousand and seven

hundred be goats.

It is more than probable these presents were to preserve peace, for
the greatness of Jehoshaphat made him formidable, and the fear of the
Lord had fallen upon the countries around.

12 € And Jehoshaphat waxed great exceedingly;
and he built in Judah castles, and cities of store.

13 And he had much business in the cities of
Judah: and the men of war, mighty men of va-
lour, were in Jerusalem. - '

14 And these are the numbers of them accord-
ing to the house of their fathers: Of Judah, the
captains of thousands: Adnah the chief, and with
him mighty men of valour three hundred thou--
sand. )

15 And next to him was Jehonanan the cap-
tain, and with him two hundred and fourscore
thousand.

16 And next him =was Amasiah the son of Zich-
ri, who willingly offered himself unto the Lorp;
and with him two hundred thousand mighty men of
valour. ~ : ‘

17 And of Benjamin; Eliada a mighty man of
valour, and with him armed men with bow and
shield two hundred thousand. '

18 And next him was Jehozabad, and with him
an hundred and fourscore thousand ready pre-
pared for the war. ‘ -

19 These waited on the king, beside those whom
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the king put in the fenced cities throughout all
Judah.

When we behold Jehoshaphat, and his cour, and army, his
teachers, among the priuces and the schools, which he had established
through his kingdom, we are led to conclude that Judah, during his reign
nust have been in a state of great happiness and prosperity, That
sweet song which David sung in his days might have been sung by Je-
hoshaphat in his. For it was the same Lord which giveth salvation unto
kings that delivered him, as well as David, from the peril of the sword.
Happy is the people that is in such a case; yea, happy is that people
whose God is the Lord. Psm. cxliv, 15. ,

. I —
REFLECTIONS.

It is highly gratifying in the perusal of the word of God, when we
behold his servants zealous for his honor, and making his glory the first
object of their concern. And however, in different ages of the church,
and under the different dispensations of the Old Testament scripture or
the New, we behold various cliaracters, still it is precious to remark how
the children of the Lord have all one family feature in their knowledge
and love of him. Begotten by the same Father; purchased by the same
Redeemer; and brought under the influence of the same Spirit; they
are adopted into the same sonship, and are heirs of God, and joint heirs
with Christ. The image of the Lord they are changed into by grace;
they are impressed with it, for it is engraven on their foreheads, and the
Spirit of the Lord is in their hearts. So that every thing concerning
them becomes precious and interesting. God their Father marked them
for his own from everlasting; and in the person of his dear Son he chose
them and loved them from all eternity. And in time he hath provided
for all their wants, and watches over them with thoughts of peace, and
not of evil, to give them an expected end. God:the Sou received them
from his Father as his gift, and by becoming their husband, head, and
surety, made them the purchase of his blood, and became interested in
all that concerned them, through time to all eternity. And God the

‘ Spirit -graciously undertook in his blessed oflice-work to bring them sav-

ingly acquainted with the Father, and with Christ, and moke them the
willing subjects of his grace in the day of his power. So that from the
united mercy, love, and blessing, of the sacred three in one, their minds,
like Jehoshaphat's, are secretly inclined to the love, and reverence, and
obedience, and faith, of Ged in Christ. They desire to love what the
Lord loves, and to hate what the Lord hates. They pray to be brought
into an holy conformity to his will in all things. Jesus is precious, his
word, his ordinances, his laws, his people. And while they take de-
light in whatever ténds to the promotion of the Redeemer’s glory, they
feel distress in whatever brings dishonour to his most holy name or his
word. Reader! are these, more or less, in all ages the real characters
of God’s people? let your heart and mine see to it then that we have
such testimomes of our adoption and sonship.
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CHAP. XVIII

CONTENTS.
This chapter informs us of the treaty Jehoshaphat made with Ahab,
to go against Rumoth-gilead to battle; and the consequence of the
war. Ahab is slain. Jehoshaphat is spared.

VOVV Jehoshaphat had riches and honour in

abundance, and joined affinity with Ahab.

We have the relation of this connection between Jehoshaphat and
Ahab, together with what follows, in the battle of Ramoth~gllead in the
1 Kings xxii. so that I refer the reader thither for what is remarked
wupon it. In addition T would just observe, that it was an affinity of mar-
riage between the royal houses of Judah and Israel, that caused this junc-
' tlou in war, for (as it appears, 2 Chron. xxi. 6) Jehoram, Jehoshaphats
son, had married Ahab’s daughter. But what a wretched alliance! and
sorry I am to add, that in the present hour, even among many profess-
ing godliness, rlches, and not grace, are too often made the object by
which marriage-connections are formed. But ofall such it may be said,
Be sure thy sin shall find thee out. Numb. xxxii. 23.

2 And after certain years he went down to Ahab
to Samaria. And Abhab killed sheep and oxen for
him in abundance, and for the people that he had
with him, and persuaded him to go up with him to
Ramoth-gilead.

3 And Ahab king of Israel said unto Jehosha-
phat king of Judah, "Wilt thou go with me to Ra-
moth-mlead > And he answered him, I am as thou
art, and my people as thy people; and we will
be with thec in the war.

See how the alliance began to work. Jehoshaphat is entlced into a
battle. Ramoth-gilead in fact belonged to Jehoshaphat, for it was a city

in the tribe of Gad. And yet Ahab it seems meant, had he conquered,
to have united it to his kingdom.

4 9 And Jehoshaphat said unto the king of Is-
rael, Enquire, I pray thee, at the word of the
Lorb to day.

5 Therefore the king of Israel gathered tooether
of prophets four hundxed men, and said unto them,
Shall we go to Ramoth-ﬂllead to battle, or shall I
forbear?  And they cald Go up; for God w1]lde—-
liver #¢ into the king’s hand.
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6 But Jehoshaphat said, Is there not here a pro-
phet of the Lorp besides, that we might enquire
of him?

7 And'the king of Israel said unto Jehoshaphat
There s yet one m"tn by whom we may enquire of
the Loup: but I hate him; for he never prophe-
sied good unto me, but aiways evil: the same s
Micaiah the son of Imla. And Jehoshaphat said,
Let not the king say so.

8 And the kmcr of Israel called for one of his offi-
cers,andsaid, ¥ etch quickly Micaiahthesonof Iinla

9 And the king of Israel and Jehoshaphat king
of Judah sat either of them on his throne, clothed
in their robes, and they sat in a void place at the
entering in of the gate of Samaria; and all the
pr ophets pr ophesxed before them.

10 And Zedekiah the son of Chenaanah had
made him horns of iron, and said, Thus saith the
Lorp, With these thou shalt push Syria antil they
be consumed.

11 And all the prophets prophesied so, saym
Go up to Ramoth-gilead, and prosper: for the
Lorp shall deliver i into the hand of the king.

12 And the messenger that went to call Micaiah
spake to him, saying, Behold, the words of the
prophets declare dood to the luncr with one assent;
let thy word therefore, I pray thee, be like one of
their’s, and speak thou good,

13 And Micaiah saxd As the Lorp liveth,
even what my God saith, that will I speak.

14 And when he was come to theking, the king
said unto him, Micaiah, shall we go to Ramoth-
gilead to battle, orshall I forbear? And he said, Go
ye up, and prosper, and they shall be dehvered
nto your hand.

15 And the king said to him, How many times
shall I adjure thee that thou say nothing but the

truth to me in the name of the Lorp?
Vor. III, 38
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16 Then he said, 1 did see all Israel scattered

upon the mountains, as sheep that have no shep-

herd: and the Lorp said, These have no master;

let them return ¢herefore every man to his house in
ace.

17 And the king of Israel said to Jehoshaphat,
Did T not tell thee that he would not prophecy
good unto me, but evil?

- 18 Again he said, Therefore hear the word of
the Lorp ; I saw the Lorp sitting upon his throne,

and all the host of heaven standmo on his right
hand and on his left.

19 And the Lorbp said, Who shall entice Ahab
king of Israel, that he may go up and fall at Ra-
moth-gilead ? and onespake saying after this man-
ner, and another saying after that manner.

20 Then there came out a spirit, and stood be-
fore the Lorp, and said, T will entice him. And
the Lorp said unto him, Wherewith?

21 And he said, I will go out, and be a lying
spirit in the mouth of all his prophets. And the
LORD said, Thou shalt entice Aim, and thou shalt
also prevail: go out, and do even so.

22 Now therefore, behold, the Lorp hath put
a lying spirit in the mouth of these thy prophets,
and the Lorp hath spoken evil against thee.

23 Then Zedekiah the son of Chenaanah came
near, and smote Micaiah upon the cheek, and
said, Which way went the spirit of the Lorp from

Jme to speak unto thee? .

24 And Micaiah said, Behold, thou shalt see
on that day when thou shalt go into an inner
chamber to hide thyself.

25 Then the king of Israel said, Take ye Mi-
caiah, and carry him back to Amon the governor
of the city, and to Joash the king’s son ;

26 And say, thus saith the ng, Put this JSellow
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in the prison, and feed him with bread of affliction
and with water of affliction, until I return in
peace. -

27 And Micaiah said, If thou certainly return
in peace, then hath not the Lorp spoken by me.
And he said, Hearken, all ye people.

28 So the king of Israel and Jehoshaphat the
king of Judah went up to Ramoth-gilead.

29 And the king of Israel said unto Jehosha-
phat, I will disguise myself, and will go to the
battle; but put thou on thy robes. So the king
of Israel disguised himself; and they went to the
battle.

30 Now the king of Syria had commanded the
captains of the chariots that were with him, say-
ing, Fight ye not with small or great, save only
with the king of Israel.

31 And it came to pass, when the captains of
the chariots saw Jehoshaphat, that they said, It s
the king of Israel. Therefore they compassed
about him to fight: but Jehoshaphat cried out, and
the Lorp helped him; and God moved them to
depart from him.

32 For it came to pass, that, when the captains
of the chariots perceived that it was not the king
of Israel, they turned back again from pursuing
him. :

33 And a cerfain man drew a bow at a venture,
and smote the king of Israel between the joints of
the harness; therefore he said to his chariot man,
Turn thine hand, that thou mayest carry me out
of the host; for I am wounded.

34 And the battle increased that day: howbeit
the king of Israel stayed himself up in his chariot
against the Syrians until the even: and about the

time of the sun going down he died.
This account is so similar, as far as it goes, to what is related in the
book of the Kings already referred to, that T do not think it necessary to

382
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. make any further observatious, unless it be on that clause which is par-
ticularly added here, but not noticed in the fomer history, that at the
- crying out of Jehoshaphat, (verse 31), the Lord helped him, and moved
the Syrians to depart from him. 1t is delightful to observe how the
Lord, who hath.all hearts at his disposal, can and will interpose for the
deliverance of his servants when all human aid fails. The Lord may
permit, as in the case of Jehoshaphat, that our sins and backslidings shall
correct; they may and sometimes will, bring us iuto extreme danger;
but-in every temptation the Lord will make a way to escape ; and though
not for our deserts, but for his great name’s sake, he will save iz time of
need.

. .
REFLECTIONS.

PAusg, Reader, over the perusal of this chapter, and passing by for
the present other considerations, let your meditations with mine be
deeply exercised in beholding the striking contrast between the false and
lying prophets here represented, seducing Ahab to his ruin, and the
faithful honest Micaiah, in foretelling to him what would take place.

Nothing in history, nothing in all the events of the world, nothing in
the setting up, or putting down empires, bears the least proportion, in
point of magnitude and importance, to that of men drawing the line of
eternal distinction between true and false teachers, concerning the truths
as they are in Jesus. o

Who in the days of Ahab would have ventured to have called in ques-
tion those four hundred propliets, who all with one voice concurred in
sending Ahab to battle with full assurance of success; and who backed
their commission in the name of the Lord? And who would have ven-
tured to come forward, when the poor solitary prophet Micaiah, from
the prison, foretold the awful event hanging ready to fall upon the head
of the king, and to have justified his faithfulness? But the event mani-
fested where the truth lay. It is not pomp, nor parade, thongh accom-
panied with pretended commissions from Jesus, can certify- to truth.
Men, destitute themselves of saving knowledge, can never be safely fol-
lowed in what they deliver on divine things. And the Lord Jesus hini-
self hath marked Airelings in such plain characters, as leave it no great
matter of difficulty to discover the object of their ministry. They may,
like the four hundred, be numerous, be of one mind, discourse with great
confidence, and of certain success; ‘but the apostle awfully speaks of the
bringers in of heresies, even denying the Lord that brought them, that
they shall bring upon themselves swift destruction.

The Micaiahs of the present day may be, as he was, exposed to much
persecution.  Like Paul and his few faithfal followers, they may be held
up as a spectacle to the world, to angels, and to men. And faithfulness
will be sure, when exercised in the reproving sinners, to bring npon them
the obloquy, the scarn, the derision, to speak the best of it, of inen;
and to provoke the rage of devils. But if their ministry be directed to
exalt the Savionr, and humble the sinner; if they preach Christ, and not
themselves; set forth the wretchedness of man in his highest attain-
ments, and insist upon the person, offices, blood, and righteousness of
Jesus, as the whole of salvation; here we may safely join issue with
what so fully corresponds to the counsel of God in the salvation of sin-
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ners.  Christ is declared to be both the wisdom of God and the power
of God for salvation, to every one that believet, These are they whose
Jeith 1 pray you to follow, cousidering the end of their conversation,
Jesus Christ the same yesterday, end to day, and for ever.

CHAP. XIX.
CONTENTS.
We have related in this Chapter a further account of the reign of

Jehoshaphat.  He returns to his kingdom after the baitle of Ramoth-
gilead.  Ie sets judges over ihe land.

q ND Jehoshaphat the king of Judah returned
to his house in peace to Jerusalem.

No doubt the peace which is here spoken of, means the sense he had of
the Lord’s goodness in preserving his life in so critical a moment of danger
at the battle. Itis probable that by this time the mind of the king had
been led to cousider that he had been out of the path of duty, and there-
fore the mercy he had received was a double mercy, and being so widely
distinguished from the fate of Ahab, he could not but retuin to his house
and family in peace.

2 And Jehu the son of Hanani the seer went
out to. meet him, and said to king Jehoshaphat,
Shouldest thou help the ungodly, and love them
that hate the Lorp? therefore is wrath upon thee
from before the Logrb. ‘

3 Nevertheless there are good things found in
thee, in that thou-hast taken away the groves out
of the land, and hast prepared thine heart to seek
God. ‘

This Jehu was the son of that faithful prophet whom Asa his father
put into prison for his faithfulness. A worthy son of so worthy a father.
But let us remark rather the grace and mercy of the Lord towards Jeho-
shaphat. The Lord saved him in the day of battle, though the wrath
of the Lord was upon him, as it is said. Reader! it is precious to be-
hold how the Lord in the midst of judgment remembers mercy. Sweetly
the Psalmist views this in his penitential supplication. If thow Lord,
shouldest mark iniquities, O Lord who shall stand! But there is
mercy, there is Jesus with thee. His blood and righteousness plead when
iniquities testify against his children: Psm. cxxx. 3, 4.

4 And Jehoshaphat dwelt at Jerusalem: and
he went out again through the people from Beer-
sheba to mount Iphraim, and brought them back

unto the Lorbp God of their fathers.
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5 € And he set judges in the land throughout
~ all the fenced cities of Judah, city by city,

6 And said to the judges, Take heed what ye
do: for ye judge not for man, but for the Lorp,
who ¢ with you in the judgment.

7 Wherefore now let the fear of the Lorp be
upon you; take heed and do é: for there is no
iniquity with the Lorp our God, nor respect of
persons, nor taking of gifts.

8 Moreover in'Jerusalen did Jehoshaphat set of
the Levites, and of the priests, and of the chief of
the fathers of Israel, for the judgment of the
Lorp, and for controversies, when they returned
to Jerusalem.

9 And he charged them, saying, Thus shall ye
do in the fear of the Lorp, faithfully, and with a
perfect heart.

10 And what cause soever shall come to you of
your brethren that dwell in their cities, between
blood and blood, between law and commandment,
statutes and judgments, ye shall even warn them
that they trespass not against the Lorp, and so
wrath come upon you, and upon your brethren:
this do, and ye shall not trespass. :

11 And, bebold, Amariah the chief priest
over you in all matters of the Lorbp; and Zeba-
diah the son of Ishmael, the ruler of the house of
Judah, for all the king’s matters: also the Levites
shall be officers before you. Deal courageously,
and the Lorp shall be with the good.

We hear of no complaint nor anger in Jehoshaphat, like that of Asa at
the reproof of the prophet. But we find on the contrary, his heart set-
ting about a greater reform in his kingdom. He abides at home at Je-
rysalem his capital, and goes no more to foreign wars. His going forth
is only through his own kingdom, to look over the magistrates whom he
had appointed to preside over the people. And what a pious charge
is recorded here concerning his address to the judges. Nothing,
surely, can afford a more lovely view than what is here held forth
of Jehoshaphat. In every point, as a king, as a servant of the Lord,
and as a friend of the people, Jehoshaphat appears illustrious indeed;
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and the Holy Ghost hath handed down his memory with great honor
to all succeeding generations in the church,

B smmme
REFLECTIONS.

Reader! let us pause over the history here presented to us, and ga-
ther from the perusal some of those sweet and interesting instructions
which are presented to our meditation.

In the peaceable and happy return of Jehoshaphat to his house after
somerciful a deliverance, let uslearn to estimate divine mercies, and right-
1y to receive them. Is not every return to our house, to our families, to our
home, a token of divine favour? And are not those mercies heightened
if, at any time, like Jehoshaphat, we have gone out without prayer,
without seeking the divine blessing, without divine direction ; nay, per-
haps, like Jehoshaphat, in opposition to the divine will and pleasure.
Nay, more than these ; when, as in the instance before us, our return
to our house in peace hath been distinguished from others who, like
Ahab, went out in health as Jehoshaphat, but returned no more, What
numberless examples of a similar kind are going on in the present hour
in the world, in which we are called upon to mark the distinguishing
mercy? And shall not our unthinking hearts sometimes pause, and
behold the Lord’s hand in conducting out, and bringing home in peace.
and safety. .

And if a real follower of the Lord Jesus be brought to such views of
divine favor, will he not eye the tokens as tenfold brighter, and enjoy
them with tenfold sweetness, when viewing them as covenant blessings,
and accepting them as such from his interest in Jesus! Hath a God
in Christ entailed blessings both on soul and body ; hath he promised,
by virtue of covenant redemption in the blood and righteousness of his
dear Son, to bless his people both in their basket and in their store;
in their going out and their coming in; blessings in the city, and bless-
ings in the field; blessings in time, and blessings to all eternity? and
shall not every follower of the Lord Jesus find a relish and a sweetness
of the richest kind from perceiving the covenant love with which every
one of them is brought home to the lieart, marked in the plainést cha-
racters of the Father’s love, the Saviour’s grace, and the Spirit's fellow-
ship.  Yes! thou dearest Jesus! when I see thy love in the mercy, and
the precious fruits, of thy redemption in the favor, be it what it may ;
whether at going out, or returning home in peace, then will my joy be
full. Itis Jesusin the blessing, and the love of Jesus with the blessing,
which gives the finishing relish to all, and furnishes a joy unspeakable
and full of glory. ' :

In the faithfulness of the prophet let us not only behold the loveli~
ness of being always firmin the cause of the Lord, but pray for grace
to follow so bright an example. An openness and integrity of conduct
in speaking truths, however unpleasant, is not limited to the ministry;
there are few characters in life but may find occasion for the exercise
of it in numberless situations: a father to his child, or a servant to his
master. And when God and our conscience demands such services
there should be no hesitation. _ ) :

Lastly. In the reformation set up by Jehoshaphat, we may gather o

- -
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sweet and precious instruction, how grace operates, when the Loid
awakens it in the mind.  We hearno reproof, no expostulation, no anger,
no excuse on the part of Jehoshaphat, towards the prophet.  Grace was
in the heart of Jehoshaphat, while the prophet was delivering his mes-
sage from the Lord. And the blessed effects of both, in the word of
the Lord from without, and the grace of the Lord within, wrought
those sweet conseqticnces in the mind of Jehoshaphat.  Let us learn
from Lence how to estimate the work of grace. Itis not Le which
merely confesseth sin, but the promise is, he that confesseth and
SJorsaketh it, shall, through Jesus and his complete salvation, find
mercy. :

CHAP. XX,
CONTENRTS. .

We have here Jehoshaphat in trouble. War is threatened him: he
proclaimeth a fast: he offers up preyer: the Lord hears, and answers
in mercy : his enemies are overthrown.  The close of his reign.

T came to pass after this also, that the children

. of Moab, and the children of Ammon,and with
them other beside the Ammonites, came against
Jehoshaphat to battle. '

2 Then there came some that told Jehoshaphat,
saying, There cometh a great multitude against
thee from beyond the sca on this side Syria; and,
behold, they be in Hazazon-tamar, which i En-
gedi.
~ "This formidable attempt, planned by the enemies of Jehoshaphat,
it should seem, had heen carried on so secretly, that they had already
invaded his country, before Le was apprized of it. How subtle is
the cnemy of souls! What secret methods he bath, by means of his
ivisible agency, on the hearts of the Lord’s people, before that they
are aware of his approaches !

3 And Jehoshaphat feared, and set himself to
seek the Lorp, and proclaimed a fast throughout
all Judah. .

4 And Judah gathered themselves together, to
ask help of the'Lorp: even out of all the cities of

Judah they came to seek the Lorp.

Reader! do remark with me, how this pious soldier begari his de-
fence: not in mustering his soldiers; not in raising his army ; “but in
humbling himseélf and his people before the Lord. Do, iny Brother,
put it down for certain, whatever begins with prayer, will find cause to
end in praise. Jehoshaphat had his fears ;” for sin and guilt breed fear.
But ke adopted the best method to overcome them. He sought the -
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Lord. Where shall a sinner go in his distresses, but to the great and
gracious Saviour? Observe how all Judah took part with their king.
No doubt Jehoshaphat had endeared himself by his gentleness to his
subjects, and therefore they'were all united, as the heart of one man,
to seek the Lord.

5 € And Jehoshaphat stood in the congregation
of Judah and Jerusalem, in the house of the
Lorp, before the new court,

6 And said, O Lorp God of our fathers, art
not thou God in heaven? and rulest not thou over
all the kingdoms of the heathen? and in thine
hand s there not power and might, so that none is
able to withstand thee?

7 Art not thou our God, who didst drive out the
inhabitants of this land before thy people Israel,
and gavest it to the seed of Abraham thy friend
for ever? '

8 And they dwelt therein, and have built thee
a sanctuary therein for thy name, saying,

9 If, when evil cometh upon us, as the sword,
judgment, or pestilence, or famine, we stand be-
fore this house, and in thy presence, (for thy name
25 in this house), and cry unto thee in our affliction,
then thou wilt hear and help. )

10 And now, behold, the children of Ammon
and Moab and mount Seir, whom thou wouldest
not let Israel invade, when they came out of the
land of Egypt, but they turned from them, and
destroyed them not.

11 Behold, I say, how they reward us, to come
to cast us out of thy possession, which thou hast
given us to inherit.

12 O our God, wilt thou not judge them? for
we have no might against this great company that
cometh against us; neither know we what to do:
but our eyes are upon thee.

13 And all Judah stood before the Lorp, with

their little ones, their wives, and. their children.
Vour. I1I. 3T
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This is a beautiful prayer, and both the inanuer of address, with the
appearance of the king and his people makeitstriking.  All Judah it is
said, with their little ones, and wives and children, stood Dbefore the
Lord, as if to join in the entreaty. Surely it must liave had a most in-
teresting effect. And observe the argument of the prayer. First, Je-
hoshaphat pleads God’s suvereignty; next, God’s relationship in the
covenant engagements he had condescended to put himself into, as
Abraham’s God, and to his seed in Israel; next, the dedication of the
people to God according to Solomon’s address; with an eye to the
temple, by which they had a claim to God’s favour. After stating these
things as the foundation of an assurance in God’s protection, Jehosha-
phat brings forward the present affliction as the time for the Lord to
work in their rescue. He then shews the baseness of Moab and the
confederate army, in that the Lord would not suffer his people to mo-
fest them when they came out of Egypt. And, lastly, Jehoshaphat
concludes with throwing himself and his people upon the sovereignty
of their God, as those that could not but be certain of success in the
divine favour. There is a vast degree of sound faith and confidence,
with fervent piety, in this prayer, and it is not difficult to trace the
leadings of grace through the several parts of it. But, methinks, if
the Reader considers it spiritually, and with an eye to the gospel, it
ariseth to an infinitely higher pomt of sublimity. Salvation by Jesus
is founded in the sovereignty of Jehovah. Here we discover the ever-
lasting love and wisdom of God in the ordination. - Here also God

_hath put himself in the closest covenant-relationship, in the person of
his dear Son; for God in Christ is truly the God of our fathers. Ard
as Jehoshaphat pointed to the temple as the sanctuary of defence, to
which the distressed Israelite was to look; was-not this typical of Je-
sus? How beautiful then is it to behold gospel mercies in the finished
redemption of Jesus, thus shadowed forth in an age so remote from
the time of the gospel, when the open display of mercy was to be made
known in the Lord Jesus Christ! .

14 9 Then upon Jahaziel-the son of Zechariah,
the son of Benaiah, the son of Jeiel, the son of
Mattaniah, a Levite of the sons of Asaph, came
the Spirit of the Lorp in the midst of the congre-
gation:

15 And he said, Hearken ye, all Judah, and ye
inhabitants of Jerusalem, and thou king Jehosha-
phat, Thus saith the Lorp unto you, Be not afraid
nor dismayed by reason of this great multitude ;
for the battle z not your’s, but God’s.

16 To morrow go ye down against them: be-
hold, they come up by the cliff of Ziz; and ye
shall find them at the end of thie brook, before the
wilderness of Jeruel.
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17 Ye shall not need to fight in this battle: set
yourselves, stand ye ste/l, and see the salvation of
the Lorp with you, O Judah and Jerusalem: fear
I]Ot nor be dlsmayed to morrow gO out aoambt
them: for the Lorp will be with you.

Observe the astonishing grace of the Lord manifested upon this oc-
casion. It was instant, it was immediate ; similar to that of Daniel’s
vision, At the beginning of the supplication, the commandment then
came forth to Daniel. And here, while Jehoshaphat was speaking, the
Lord answered. Dan. ix. 19—21. [Isaiah Ixv. 24. And observe fur-
ther, by whom did God vouchsafe to speak?—Even by a poor Levite,
Jahaziel. The humblest instrument is sufficient, when the Lord is
pleased to work, And remark further, how sure the promise is, To-
morrow shall bring forward their deliverance. And to decide from
whom, and by whom the blessing comes; God himself will fight the _
battle for them; like another Moses, the direction is, Stand still and
sec the salvation of the Lord. Exod. xiv. 13.

18 And Jehoshaphat bowed his head with A
face to the ground: and all Judah and the inhabi-
tants of Jerusalem fell before the Lorp, wor-
shipping the Lorp.

19 And the Levites, of the children of the Ko-
hathites, and of the children of the Korhites, stood
up to praise the Lorp God of Israel with a loud
voice on high,

It is not within the compass of language to convey to the Reader,
what must have been the feelings of the whole assembly on this occa-
sion. What an holy awe, mingled with holy joy, must have thrilled
through every heart. But, Reader! think, if the imagination be able to
picture it, what will be the feelings of that vast assembly of the re-
deemed, when Jesus will own them before Jehovah, and a congregated
world, as the purchase of his blood, the trophies of his grace, ‘and the
gift of his Father. )

20 And they rose carly in the morning, and
went forth into the wilderness of Tekoa: and as
they went forth, Jehoshaphat stood and said, Hear
me, O Judah, and ye inbabitants of Jerusalem;
Believe in the Lorp your God, so shall ye be esta-
blished;  believe his prophets, so shall ye pros-
per.

21 And when he bad consulted with the people
he appointed singers unto the Lorp, and that

' 3T 2
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should praise the beauty of holiness, as they went
out before the army, and to say, Praise the Lorp;
for his mercy endureth for ever.

Observe, the weapons of Jehoshaphat were faith, and dependance on
the Lord. Whether the company with the king had other weapons
with them is not said: but he went forth depending upon the Lord;
and he begun the preparation for battle with a song of victory. So
should all the soldiers of Jesus go forth. For it is in his strength they
fight: and the issue is not doubtful. The fight is in fact already over;
Christ hath conquered: and his people overcome by his blood. |

22 9 And when they began to sing and to praise,
the Lorp set ambusiiments against the children of
Ammon, Moab, and mount Seir, which were
come against Judah; and they were smitten.

23 For the children of Ammon and Moab stood
up against the inhabitants of mount Seir, utterly
to slay and destroy them: and when they had made
an end of the inhabitants of Seir, every one helped
to destroy another. '

24 And when Judah came toward the watch
tower in the wilderness, they looked unto the mul=
titude, and, behold, they were dead bodies fallen to
the earth, and none escaped.

25 And when Jehoshaphat and his people came
to take away the spoil of them, they found among
them in abundance both riches with the dead bo-"
dies and precious jewels, which they stripped off
for themselves, more than they could carry away :

and they were three days in gathering of the spoil
it was so much. '

How decidedly did the event testify that Judah should have no hand
in the victory. How fuily hath Jesus shewn in his gospel, that salva-

tion is wholly his own, and his right arm hath gotten himself the
victory!

26 And on the fourth day they assembled them-
selves in the valley of Berachah; for there they
blessed the Lorp: therefore the name of the-
same place was called, The valley of Berachah,
unto this day.

27 Then they returned, every man of Judah
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and Jerusalem, and Jehoshaphat in the forefront
of them, to go again to Jerusalem with joy; for
the Lorp had made them to rejoice over their
enemies.

28 And they came to Jerusalem with psalteries
and harps and trumpets unto the house of the
Lorp.

29 And the fear of God was on all the king-
doms of those countries, when they had heard that
the Lorp fought against the enemies of Israel.

30 So the realm of Jehoshaphat was quiet : “for

his God gave him rest round about.

The valley of Berachah, which signifies blessing, was probably a large
convenient spot for the people to assemble in to join their praises.
And, no doubt, as they went home they sung victory and praises to the
Lord all the way. Such a deliverance, and so wrought, called for
thanksgivivg all their lives.  And here was a subject for every day to be
rehearsed in every family of Judah, that the memory of it might be
preserved throughout all generations, that the children which had not

known any thmg, might hear and fear the Lord thm God as long as
they lived. Deut. xxxi. 13.

31 € And Jehoshaphat reigned over Judah: #e
was thirty and five years old when he began to
reign, and he reigned twenty and five 3ears in Je- "
rusalem. And his mother’s name was Azubah the
daughter of Shilhi.

32 And he walked in the Way of Asa his fa-
ther, and departed not from 1t, doing that which
was noht in the sight of the Lorbp.

33 Tlowbeit the high places were not taken
away : for as yet the oeople had not prepared
their hearts unto the God of their fathers.

34 Now the rest of the acts of Jehoshaphat,
first and last, behold, they are written in the book
of Jehu the son of Hanani, who is mentioned in

the book of the kings of Israel.

We arrive to the close of Jehoshaphat’s reign and life together. The
length of it was not equal to many of the kings of Judah, though such
honourable testimony is given of him. Perhaps the records concerning
him, said here to be in the writings of the book of Jehu, might have
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been extant for a long space after his death: but not being of sacred
authority, they were not made a part of the Canon of Scripture.

35 And after this did Jehoshaphat king of Ju-
dah join himself with Ahaziah king of Israel, who
did very wickedly :

36 And he joined himself with him to make
ships to go to Tarshish: and they made the ships
in Ezion-gaber. ~

37 Then Eliezer the son of Dodavah of Ma-
reshah prophesied against Jehoshaphat, saying,
Because thou hast joined thyself with Ahaziah,
the Lorp hath broken thy works. And the ships
were broken, that they were not able to go to
“Tarshish.

This affinity with the -house of Ahab, had cost Jehoshaphat his life,
but for divine interposition before. But yet we find a renewed in~
stance of that folly, so as to call forth the reproof again of a prophet.
Alas! it is impossible to keep company with, or to be in the society of*
the carnal; and the precept is unaccommodating, Come out from
among them, and touch not the unclean thing. 2 Cor, vi. 17.

e RS

REFLECTIONS.

WHERE shall believing souls fly in their trouble, but to a covenant
God in Christ! Like Jehoshaphat, we are told, and from the unques-
tionable authority of God’s word, that the children of Ammon, and the
children of Moab, even the host of foes arising out of the world, from
our own corrupt nature, and from the powers of darkness, all come forth
against us, day by day, to battle. But if, like Jehoshaphat, instead of
mustering human strength, and human skill, we take refuge in the God

- of our salvation; if we go forth, dearest Jesus, in thy name, and in thy
rightcousness make our boast, we shall be more than conquerors,
through thy grace helping us. And we shall assuredly find the valley
of Berachah: every place indeed will cpen room for blessing, for every
event will furnish cause for it. Bat learn, my soul, in the midst of all
the precious things which this chapter contains, of God's covenant love
and mercy to his people, what corruptions still remain in éur old na-
ture. Is it not now, as it was with Jehoshaphat and Judah, amidst
all the reform set up? Are there not the sad effects still 1o be found,
of what the human heart is with believers now, as with Judah then?
It is said that the high places were not taken away; for as yet the peo-
ple had not prepared their hearts. Oh! precious Jesus! do I mnot
know, do I not feel the daily workings of a corrupt nature? And
though thou hast wrought out, thou blessed Tinisher of salvation, a
complete deliverance for me in thy blood and righteousness, yet, as if to
keep me daily, hourly sensible that the work is all of grace; and what |
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ouce needed in bringing me out of nature’s darkness, I daily need to
keep me from falling back to it agaiu; art thou not shewing me that
the high places of vamty, pride, self-righteousness, and the breakm«;
out of sin, all contradictory as they are to one another, yet annoy my
poor soul, and manifest what a poor creature I am continually. Lord!
overrule these things to thy glory! Give me to see thy preciousness!
Enable me to improve mine interest in thee from day to day, that being
stript of every thing, I may lean wholly upon thee and seek comfort
only in thy finished work. Oh! for grace thus to live a life of faith
upon the Son of God, and to make mention of thy righteousness, even
thine only.

CHAP. XXI

CONTENTS.

This Chapter opens with the history of the commencement of the
reign of Jehoram, who succeeded Jehoshaphat. A melancholy history
"it contains of his wicked reign. Here is recorded his awful disease,
death, and burial.

NOW Jehoshaphat slept with his fathers, and
was buried with his fathers in the city of Da-
vid. And Jehoram his son reigned in his stead.

2 And he had brethren the sons of Jehoshaphat,
Azariah, and Jehiel, and Zechariah, and Azariah,
and Michael, and Shephatiah: all these were the
sons of Jehoshaphat king of Israel.

3 And their father gave them great gifts of sil-
ver, and of gold, and of pzecuous thmo‘s, with
fenced cities in Judah but the kingdom gave he
to Jehoram; because he was the ﬁlbtb()l n.

4 Now when Jehoram was risen up to the king-
dom of his father, he strengthened himself, and
slew all his brethren with the sword, and divers
also of the princes of Israel.

5 €] Jehoram was thirty and two years old when
he began to reign, and he reigned cight years in
Jerusalem

6 And he walked in the ways of the kings of Is-
rael, like as did the house of Ahab: for he had
the dauvhter of Ahab to wiie: and he wrought
that whzclz was evil in the eyes of thc l.orp.
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One of the first thoughts which seems to strike my mind, in the re-
view of what is here recorded in the sad picture of Jehoram, so con-
trasted to his pious father, is the degeneracy of our fallen nature.  Grace
is not hereditary. 'That the children of God in Christ are not born of
blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, is most evi-
dent in all generations. Reader! mark this as an observation, for the
church of God confirms it from the beginning. Abraham had an Ish-
mael, and Isaac an Esau, -as well as Jehoshaphat a Jehoram. Do not
fail to observe also, how the Holy Ghost hath marked one cause-of Je-
horam’s transgressions; for he had the daughter of Ahab to wife.

Oh! that the alliances among gracious persons were more regarded in
their descendants!

7 -Howbeit the Lorp would not destroy the
house of David, because of the covenant that "he
had made with David, and as he promised to give

a light to him and to his sons for ever.

God’s covenant love is a point of so much importance to be attended
to in the history of the church, that the Holy Ghost hath caused it to
be recorded both here and in the parallel history, 2 Kings viii. 19.
Sweet thought! that the love of God to his people, founded as it is in
covenant faithfulness, and originating as it doth, not in man’s merit, but
God’s free grace, is not lost or forfeited, either to the church at large, or

the individual who is the happy object of it, from undeservings. Psm.
Ixxxix. 30—35.

8 In his days the Edomites revolted from un-
der the dominion of Judah, and made themselves
a king.

9 Then Jehoram went forth with his princes,
and all his chariots with him: and he rose up by
by night, and smote the Edomites which com-
passed him i in, and the captains of the chariots.

10 So the Edomltes revolted from under the
hand of Judah unto this day. The same time also
did Libnah revolt from under his hand: because
he had forsaken the Lorp God of his fathers.

11 Moreover he made high places in the moun-
tains of Judah, and caused the inhabitants of Je-

rusalem to commit fornication, and compelled Ju-
dah thereto.

Observe how the Lord raiseth up afilictions from the sinner’s own
backslidings. The Holy Ghost marks this elsewhere in strong expres-
sions; Jerem. ii. 19. And the history of Jehoram is not singular in
proof of it. T believe, if God’s people were to watch with a jealous eye,
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so as to connect their corrections with their sins, they would be led fre-
quently to trace, that punishments spring as naturally out of iniquities,
as streams issue from a fountain,

12 And there came a writing to him from Eli-
jah the prophet, saying, Thus saith the Lorp God
of David thy father, because thou hast not walked
in the ways of Jehoshaphat thy father, nor in the
ways of Asa king of Judah,

13 But hast walked in the way of the kings of
Israel, and hast made Judah and the inbhabitants of
Jerusalem to go a whoring, like to the whoredoms
of the house of Ahab, and also hast slain thy bre-
thren of thy father’s house, which were better than
thyself: :

14 Behold, with a great plague will the Lorp
smite thy people, and thy children, and thy. wives,
and all thy goods: .

15 And thou shalt have great sickness by disease
of thy bowels, until thy bowels fall out by reason
of the sickness day by day.

16 Moreover the Lorbp stirred up against Je-
horam the spirit of the Philistines, and of the Ara-
bians, that were near the Ethiopians.

17 And they came up into Judah, and brake
into it, and carried away all the substance that.
was found in the king’s house, and his sons also,
and his wives; so that there was never a son left
him, save Jehoahaz, the youngest of his sons.

18 € And after all this the Lorp smote him in
his bowels with an incurable disease. \

19 And itcame to pass, that in process of time,
after the end of two years, his bowels fell out by
reason of his sickness: so he died of sore diseases.
And his people made no burning for him, like the

burning of his fathers. .

Elijah, the prophet, lived much about the time as Jehoshaphat and
Ahab. But Elisha had succeeded him in his oftice when Jehoram had
the government of Judah. It js probable, however, that the reign of
Jehoram might have begun hefore the translation of Elijah; and there-

Vor. IIL 3 U -
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fore this written message came to him in the Lord’s name from his de-
parting servant. And observe how very awful the contents of it. It
first opens to his view, the great enormities he had been guilty of. Im-
pious to God; and ¢ruel to man: a murderer even of his own brothers!
It next marks his punishment, and that is to be exemplarily striking.
Yet we hear of no comptiction, vio'sorrow, no turning to the Lord by
penitence and reformation, though it should seem a long period was.al-
lowed him before it was inflicted, And in the mean time, a more ge-
neral visitation of foreign enemies, whom the Lord stirred up against
him, as if to see what gentler corrections ‘would accomplish. “And
Reuder! do motice how progressive the Lerd made those judgments.
First, in the enemies from without; then distresses within. His chil-
dren, his wives, lis substancé taken away into captivity. And last of
all, his'own person under this dreadful disease: no doubt loathsome as
well as painful.” And this protracted to the long period of two years.
Alas! even in this life, what awful effects do we daily behold in the vi-
sitations of G od on sinners. : :

20 'Fhirty and two years old was he when he
began to reign, and e reigned in Jerusalem eight
years, and departed withont being desired. How-
beit they buried him in the city 'of David, but not
in the sepulchres of the kings.

And 3s he lived so he died, inpitied and disregarded. No funeral
pomp, nor tears to lament his loss. Nay, the Holy Ghost hath marked
it down, as if to be particularly noticed, that. ke departed without being
desired.  So truly worthiess inlife, and so deservedly despised in death.

" Such wus the termination of the life of Jehoram in the very prime of
life, being only forty when he died, and his reign of infamy extended
but to eight years! )

B ]
REFLECTIONS.

Who can contemplate the awful character of Jehoram without disimay !
Whie can read such a sad page of history in the life of ‘man, without
being struck at the sad degeneracy of haman nature! Amd is this the
real representation of all men by nature!  Are all men liable to the same
conduct, and, but for preventing and restraining grace, would invariably
pursue the same stepss, if similar circumstances of temptation surrounded
them? Pause, my seul, over such a view! Am 1 by nature a child of
wrath, even as others? Did I bring with me into existence every seed
of sin; equally prone to ignorance, blindness, hardness of heart, pride,
worldly affections of every kind, envy, malice, hatred, covetousness, and
all the deadly fruit of a deadly stock, deeply rooted in my nature! Is this
the real state of my soul, and the soul of every son and daughter of
Adam! Should T, but for grace, have been for ever ignorant of Jesus,
uncohscious of the glories of his person, unacquainted withthe work of
his redemption, totaily regardless of his love, ‘ignorant of the iniportance
of his salvation, and not only averse to the desire of it, but even ancon-

scious that I needed it! ‘Was this my case, dearest, blessed, compssion-
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ate Jesus, when thou first looked upon me, when thou didst pags by and
saw me in my blood, and didst bid me live! Should I never, but for
this grace of thine, have heard thy voice, seen thy face by happy faith,
tasted of thy goodness, and my hands been mada to handle of the word
oflife! Do I really now love thee, thou precious Emmanuel, and was
this the cause, because thou didst first love me! "Oh! matchless good-
ness! oh! unequalled love! oh! precious, precious Redeemer, friend of
poor sinuers!  Lord cause me to love thee, to livg to thee, to, hang upon
thee, to cleave to thee more and more.  Surely a whole eternity will be
too short to speak thy praise! Lord take me, make me thine, poor and
wretched as I am, for all I am, and all I have, soul and body, are all too
little to offer, and too mean to testify thy praise, thou Almighty Saviour
of our ruined and undone nature!

CHAP. XXII.

CONTENTS. »

Ahazialt's history openeth at this Chapter. He succeedeth to the
throne—makes a wicked reign, and is slain by Jehu. Athaliah de-
stroyeth all the royal seed, except Joash. ) >

ND the inhabitants of Jerusalem made Aha-

ziah his youngest son king in his stead: for

the band of men that came with the Arabians to

the camp had slain all the eldest. - So Ahaziah
the son of Jehoram king of Judah reigned.

We have the paralell history to what is here recorded in the 2d of
Kings xi. So that for brevity’s sake I refer the Reader to that part of
the sacred writings. 'The great point to be attended to in this historical
relation, and for which, no doubt, the Holy Ghost hath caused a dupli-
cate of this history to be preserved was, that the church might see how
the promised seed, in leading to Christ, hath been preserved. Ahaziah
and Joash shal be kept safe amidst all danger, because the graiid-event
of redemption is the gueat point all along referred to. Destroy it not,
there is a blessing in it. Isaiah Ixv. 8.

2 Forty and two years old was Ahaziah when
he began to reign, and he reigned one year in Je~
rusalem. Iis mother’s name also was Athaliah
the daughter of Omri. .

3 He also walked, in the ways of the house of
Ahab: for his’ mother was his counsellor to do
wickedly. ‘ ' ' B '

4 Wherefore he did evil in the sight of the
Lorp like the house of Ahab: for they were his
counsellors after the death of his father to his de-
struction. P S '

3U 2
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5 € He walked also after their <ounsel, and
went with Jehoram-the son of Ahab king of Israel
to war against Hazael king of Syria at “Ramoth-
gilead : and the Syrians, smote Joram.

6 And he returned to be healed in Jezreel be— .
cause of the wounds which were given him at Ra-
mah, when he fought with Hazael king of Syria.
And Azariah the son of Jehoram kmur of Judah

~went down to see Jehoram-the son of Ahab at
Jezreel, because he was sick.

7 And the destruction of Ahaziah was of God
by coming to Joram: for when he was come, he
went out wnth Jehoram against Jehu the son of
Nimshi, whom the Lorp had anointed to cat off
the house of Ahab.

8 And it came to pass, that, when Jehu was
executing judgment upon the house of Ahab, and
found the princes of Judah, and the sons of the
brethren of Ahaziah, that mlmstered to Ahaziah,
he slew. them.

9 And he sought Ahaziah: and they caught
him, (for he was hid in Samaria ,) and brought, him
to Jehu: and when they had slain him, they bu-
ried him : Because, said they, he 7s the son of Je-
hoshaphat, who sought the Lorp with all his
heart. So the house of Ahaziah had no power to

keep still the kingdom.

I do not think it necessary to detain the Reader on this part of the
history, hecause it is more particularly set forth in the book of the Kings
already gone through, which the Reader may consult.

~ 10 € But when Athaliah the mother of Aha-
ziah saw that-her son was dead, she arose and de-
stroyed all the seed royal.of the house of Judah.
11 But Jehoshabeath, the daughter of the king,
took Joash the son of Ahazrah and stole him from -
among the king’s sons that were slain, and put
him and his nurse in a bedchamber. So Jehosha-
beath, the daughter of king Jehoram, the wife of
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Jehoiada the priest, (for she was the sister of Aha-
ziah,) hid him from Athaliah, so that she slew
him not. : : ’

12 And he was with them hid in the house of
God six years: and Athaliah reigned over the
land.

How beautiful it is to see the Lord’s watchful care over his people,
Moses shall be hid when his life is threatened. Joash shall be secured
when danger is near. Nay, Jesus shall be carried into Egypt when the
monster Herod seeks his life. Reader! how evidently doth the Lord
manifest himself when he hideth his people!

R

REFLECTIONS.

OBSERVE, my soul, in the history of this chapter, the awful conse-
quences of sin! What a short triumph had Ahaziah. Life is but a
year, and when that year is spent in sin and folly, what a wretched life
1s made of it? How awful are the consequences which arise out of
improper and irreligious alliances! But what blessed effects have taken
place in Jesus’s union with our nature; and his betrothing himself to
his people! Our alliance with ungracious persons or in families, is sure
to bring on numberless evils. But the Lord Jesus condescending to
unite us to himself, hath introduced us into the happiest state, the won-
der of angels, and the admiration of a congregated world for ever more.
Oh! dear Lord, break for ever, in my soul, all affinities and relations
which may tend to interrupt my joy and happiness with thee, and do thou
take the whole possession of my heart, and reign and rule there with un-
rivalled sway. T am my beloved’s, and his desire is toward me.

CHAP. XXIII

CONTENTS«

The history is pursued through this Chapter. Joash is made king.
Athaliah is slain. Jehoiada restoreth the worship of God.

AND in the seventh year Jehoiada strengthened
himself, and took the captains of hundreds,
Azariah the son of Jehoram, and Ishmael the son
of Jehohanan, And Azariah the son of Obed, and
Maaseiah the son of Adaiah, and Elishaphat the

son of Zichri, into covenant with him.
Here we have introduced the beginning of that revolution which was
so favourable to the interest both of the church and kingdom.

2 And they went about in Judah, and gathered
the Levites out of all the cities of Judah, and the
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chlef of the fathers of Israel, and they came to Je-
rusalem.

3 And all the congregation made a covenant
with the king in the house of God. And he said
unto them, Behold the king’s son shall reign, as
the Lorp hath said of the sons of David. ‘

4 This s the thing that ye shall do; A third
part of you entering on the sabbath, of the priests
and of the Levxtes, shall be porters of the doors ;

5 And a third part ska// be at the King’s house ;
~ and a third part at the gate of the foundation: and
all the people shall be in the courts of the house of

the Lorbp.

6 But let none come into the house of the Lorbp,
save the priests, and they that minister of the Le-
vites; they shall go in, for they are holy: but all
the people shall keep the watch of the Lorb.

7 And the Levites shall compass the king round
about, évery man with his weapons in Ins hand;
and whosoever else cometh into the house, he shall
put to death: but be ye with the king when he
cometh in, and when he goeth out.

8 So the Levites and all Judah did according to

“all things that Jehoiada the priest had commanded,
and took every man his men that were to come in
on the sabbath, with them that were to go out on
the sabbath: for Jehoiada the priest dismissed not

" the courses:

- 9 Moreover Jehoiada the priest delivered to the

captains of hundreds spears, and buckleis, and
shields, that had been king David’s, which were in

" the house of God.

10 And he set all the people, every man having
his weapon in his hand, from the right side of the
temple to the left side of the temple, along by the
altar and the temple, by the king round about.

11 Then they brought out the king’s sou, and
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put upen him the crown, and gave him the testi-
mony, and made him king. And Jehoiada and
his sons anointed him, and said, God save the

king.

W?need not dwell particularly upon the relation here given of this
event, because we have already considered it in the history which is deli-
vered in near ly the same words, 2 Kings xi. T would only beg the Rea-
der to muke a spiritual remark as he passeth through it, and observe with
me how often the Lord Jesus, the lawful king of his )people, is hidden
from them, while his enemies in our corrupt nature, the world and the
devil usurp, as Athaliah did, not merely for six years together, but many
asix years during our unregeneracy, the empire of onr hearts. Oh! pre-
cious Lord Jesus! thou art that priest indeed which, in the seventft year
of Jubilee, hast brought liberty to thy captives!

.12 ¢ Now when Athaliah heard the noise of
the people running and praising the king, she came
to the people into the house of the Lorp _

13 Andshe looked, and, behold, the king stood
at his'pillar at the entering in, and the princes and
the trumpets by the kmo. and all the people of
the land rejoiced, and sounded with trampets, also
the singers with instruments of musick, and such-
as taught to sing praise. Then Athaliah rent her
clothes, and sald Treason, treason.

14 "Then Jehoiada the priest brought out the
captains of hundreds that were set over the host,
and said unto them, Have her forth of the ranges:
and whoso followeth her, let him be slain with
the sword. For the priest said, Slay her not in
the house of the Lorbp.

15 So they laid hands on her; and when she
was come to the centering of the horse gate by the

king’s house, they slew her there.

When the day of judgment, even in this life, comes to the w:cked
what anawful d.xy itis! And what will that tremendous day of God be,
when it shall arrive in another! The rejoicing of the people at the sight
of their king, may serve to give us some faint idea how lovely the sight
of Jesus is 10 a poor soul who hath long groaned under the tyranny of
Satan, as Judah had under the tyranny of Athaliah. . And; Reader? let
your imagination concexve if it can, what will be the bursts of j joy when
Jesus shall appearon his throne of g!nry, and the redeemed surromndmv
him in the realms above,
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16 € And Jehoiada made a covenant between
him, and between all the people, and between the
king, that they-should be the Lorp’s people.

17 Then all the people went to the house of
Baal, and brake it down, and brake his altars
and his images in pieces, and slew Mattan the
priest of Baal before the altars. o

18 Also Jehoiada appointed the offices of the
house of the Loxrp by the hand of the priests the
Levites, whom David had distributed in the house
of the Lorp, to offer the burnt offerings of the
Lorp, as # s written in the law of Moses, with
rejoicing and with singing, as i was ordained by
David.

19 And he set the porters at the gates of the
house of the Lorp, that none whick was unclean in
any thing should enter in. .

20 And he took the captains of hundreds, and
the nobles, and the governors of the people, and
all the people of the land, and brought down the
king from the house of the Lorp : and they came
through the high gate into the king’s house, and
set the king upon the throne of the kingdom.

21 And all the people of the land rejoiced: and
the city was quiet, after that they had slain Atha-
liah-with the sword. o

There is a beautiful order in the account here given. The ferst object
of reform is to shew that God graciously looks upon his people and re-
members his covenant. The covenant that is said to be made, is be-
tween him, and between all the people, and between the king. Him
means, no doubt, the Lord, and Jehoiada, as his priest, might be sup-
posed to represent him. Sweetly suggesting to -us Jesus, our glorious
Head and Mediator, whom Jehoiada typified. Hence, what a beautiful
portion of gospel comes in, in the midst of this history? And where we
expected to find nothing but a simple narrative concerning Judah, Lere
we find a lovely shadow of the Lord Jesus! The next object in this re-
volution of Judah is the destruction of Baal and his infages. When the
hearts of the people are turned back again to the Lord, then immedi-
ately follows the destruction of idolatry. Reader! how precious a part
of our holy faith is it, when we so love the Lord as to hate his enemies,
David makes this the subject of appeal in proof of his sincerity, Do not

*
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£ hate them, O Lord, that hate thee? Psm. cxxxix. 21, The third
step in the reform of Judah; is the arrangement of the temple service.
During the usurpation and tyranuy of Athaliah all had gone to disorder.
But now the Lord shall be again worshipped in the beauty of holiness.
Aund lastly, all the departments of government were brought into regu-
larity and order. So that when God is honoured. in his house of:
prayer, and true religion prevails through the land, all ranks of the
people are made happy; there is no leading into captivity, no com-
plaining in the streets. Well might the Psalmist, in the view of such a
nation, cry out; Happy is that people that is in such a case; yea, happy
i that people whose God is the Lord. Psm. clxiv. 15.

D E—— L commmsam——
REFLECTIONS.

I wouwLD passover both the history itself, and all the circumstances
connected with it, while I review the gracious events the Lord’s right
hand here accomplished, to give my meditation wing in flying to the yet
more precious subject of that revolution wrought by grace, when sin and
rebellion, with all the usurpation of Satan, are put down in the heart of
man. I desire to bless God for the mercies here wrought for his Judah,
and that he raised up this Jehoiada for the deliverance of his people.
But oh! my soul, think of that everlasting deliverance wrought for all
his people, when God our father brought forth his dear Son, his true
Jehoiada, hid from ages and generations, and set him as his King in Zion,
when declaring the decree of redemption in his name. Here was the
everlasting overthrow of Satan’s usurpation, tyranny, and power over
our poor nature! Here was the final destruction of false gods, when
the heathen oracles, by the coming of the Lord Jesus, were struck dumb
for ever. And here was the introduction of that glorious kingdom of
righteousness and peace, which shall flourish for ever. Hail, thou glo-
rious, thou almighty Jesus! I see thee and thy lovely form beautifully
shadowed forth in the character of Jehoiada, who ministered in thy name!
Thou hast made a covenant indeed in thy blood and righteousness : for
thou thyself art the whole of it. And it is thou that hast both set up
the reform, and art the wisdom, righteousness, sanctification, and re-
demption of thy people. Oh! dearest Jesus! while the Father crowns
thee King in Zion, and all the redeemed congratulate thee in thy coro-
nation in the church of the first-born which are in heaven, do thou by
the influences of thine Holy Spirit enable my soul to put the erown of
my own personal redemption on thy sacred head, that I may exult as
the people here did in the view of their lawful sovereign, for thou art
my lawful God and King for evermore. And oh! my gracious Lord,
while thou art blessing me with the communications of thy love, and
my soul truly enjoys the fulness of blessings under thy reign, let thy
grace draw out my heart in thy service, that all the idols of creature-
affection may be destroyed, and Jesus alone govern my heart and affec-
tions for ever. :

Vour. 1I1. 3 X



518 2 CHRONICLES. [cH. xx1YV.

T — —ar

CHAP XXIV.

CONTENTS.
We have in this Chapter the history of the reign of Joash. The
death of Jehoiada, Joush falleth inio idolutry. He is slain.
EOASH was seven years old when he began to
reign, and he reigned forty years in Jeru xﬂ(‘ﬂl
His mother’s name also was Zibiah of Beer-sheba.

2 And Joash did that which was right in the
sight of the Lorp all the days of JE‘h()lddd the
prlest

3 And Jehoiada took for him two wives; and
he begat sons and daughters.

4 And it came to pass after this, zka¢ Joash was
minded to repair the house of the Lorbp.

5 And he gathered together the priests and the
Levites, and sa1d to them Go out unto the cities
~of Judah and gather of all Tsracl money to repair
the house of your God from year to year, and see
that ye hasten the matter. Howbeit the Levites
hastened zf not.

6 And the king called for Jehoiada the chicf,
and said unto lnm Why hast thou not required of
the Levites to bring in out of Judah and out of
Jerusalem the colle( tion, according to the command-
ment of Moses the servant of the Lord, and of the
congregation of Israel, for the tabernacle of wit-
ness ?

7 For thesons of Athaliah, thatwicked woman,
liad broken up the house of God; and also all the
dedicated things of the house of the Lorp did
they bestow npon Baalim.

8 And at the king’s commandment they made
a chest, and set it WIthout at the gate of the house
of the Lorp.

9 And they made a proclamation through Ju-
dah and Jerusalem, to bring in to the Lorp the
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collection hat Moses the servant of God Zaid upon
Israel in the wilderness.

10 And all the princes and all the people re-
Jjoiced, and brought in, and cast into the chest, un-
til they had inade an end.

11 Now it came to pass, that at what time the
chest was brought unto the king’s office by the
hand of the Levntes and when they saw that there
was much money, the king’s scribe and the high
priest’s officer came and emptied the chest, and
took it, and carried it to his place again. Thus
they did day by day, and gathered mouey in abun-—
dance.

12 And the king and Jehoiada gave it to such
as did the work of the service of the house of the
Lorp, and hired masons and carpenters to repair
the house of the Lorp, and also such as wrought
iron and brass to mend the house of the Lorb.

13 So the workmen wrought, and the work was
perfected by them, and they set the house of God
in-his state, and strengthened it. S

14 And when they had finished i, they bmuaht
the rest of the money before the king and Jehon-—
ada, whercof were made vessels for the- ‘house of
the Lorp, even vessels to minister, and to offer
withal, and spoons, and vessels of gold and'silver.
And they offered burnt offerings in the house of

the Lorp continually all the ddys of Jehoiada.

We have the relation of what is here said concerning Joash so much
the same in the paralell history, (2 Kings \m ) that [ thmk 1t uuuecessarv
to say more than to refer to it.

15 € But Jehoiada waxed old, and was full of
days when he died; an hundred and thuty years
old was he when he dled ' ‘

16 And they buried him in the city of David
among the kings, because be had done good in Is-

rael, both toward God and toward his House.
Precwus in the sight of the Lord (we are: to}d) is the dedth (f Iun
3X 2 :

~
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saints. Psalm_cxvi. 15. And the record which the Holy Ghost hath
thought proper to make of the faithiful in the sacred volume, is a-blessed
testimony of this truth.,

17 € Now after the death of Jehoiada came the
princes of Judah, and made obeisance to the king.
Then the king hearkened unto them.

18 And they left the house of the Lorp God of
their fathers, and served groves and idols: and
wrath came upon Judah and Jerusalem for this
their trespass.

19 Yet he sent prophets to them, to bring them
again unto the Lorp; and they testified against

“them, but they would not give ear.

It is remarkable that the paralell history of Joash in the book of the
Kings doth not take so much notice of his apostacy. But what an aw-
ful thing it is, when men listen to false counsellors, and are seduced under
pretended friendship. In vain was the expostulution of the prophets,

In vain is the gospel preached in the present hour, when the corrupt
passions of the unawakened stifle all convictions.

20 And the Spirit of God came upon Zecha-
riah the .son of Jehoiada the priest, which stood
above the people, and said unto them, Thus saith
God, Why transgress ye the commandments of the
Lorp, that ye cannot prosper; because ye have

forsaken the Lorp, he hath also forsaken you.

How lovely in the midst of such degenerate times appeas this conduct
of Zechariah. 'The imagination can hardly furnish @ more amiable view
than to behold faithful servants of the Lord daring to be zealous for the
cause of God and of Christ, when the tide of the day is running violently
against them. What a glorious evidence of faith this is, when, like
Moses, men fear not the wrath of the king, because they sce him who is
invisible. Heb. xi. 27. But Reader! while we pay all due honour to
such lovely characters, let us not overlook the cause. Zechariah was
thus faithful, because the Spirit of the Lord came upon him. Oh! bless-
ed gift. Lord! pour out of thy spirit now, we beseech thee, for the re-
sidue of the Spirit is with thee!

21 And they conspired against him, and stoned
him with stones at the commandment of the king -
.in the court of the house of the Lorp.

22 Thus Joash the king remembered not the
kindness which Jehoiada his father had done to
‘him, but slew his son. And when he died, he
said, The Lorp look upon #, and require 7.
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What an awful state - Joash fallen into! see, Reader! how faithful-
ness brings forth the glorious crown of martyrdom. Do you not sup-
pose that at the last day, when Jesus comes to be glorified in his saints,
his holy army of martyrs, who have really sealed the testimony of his
truth with their blood, will appear with peculiar marks of distinction
amidst the throng?. I am inclined to think that this Zechariak is the
same of whom our Lord speaks, Matt. xxiii. 35. For though he is said
to be the son of Barachias, yet it is well known that the Jews had two
names. And Jehoiada and Barachias might be one and our same per-
son. And I am the more inclined to this opinion because our Lord's de-
claration concerning Zecharias in his blood being required, corresponds -
with what is here said by the dying prophet; the Lord look upon it,

" and require it ; that is, he spake under the spirit of prophecy; the Lord
will visit for it.

23 9 And it came to pass at the end of the year,
that the host of Syria came up against him: and
they came to Judah and Jerusalem, and destrdyed
all the princes of the people from among the peo-
ple, and sent all the spoil of them unto the king of
Damascus.

24 For the army of the Syrians came with a
small company of men, and the Lorp delivered a
very great host into their hand, because they had
forsaken the Lorp God of their fathers. So they
executed judgment against Joash.

25 And when they were departed from him, (for
they left him in great diseases,) his own servants
conspired against him for the blood of the sons of
Jehoiada the priest, and slew him on his bed, and
he died : and they buried him in the city of David :
but they buried him not in the sepulchres of the
kings. )

Here we have the visitation; and an awful visitation it was. It
should seem that Joash uot only slew Zechariah, but some other of his
faithful servants children; for it is said the blood of the sons of Je-
hoiade the priest. And with what eontempt was he buried! Thus died,
unlamented, and disregarded, Joash.

26 And these are they that conspired against
him; Zabad the son of Shimeath an Ammonitess,
and Jehozabad the son of Shimrith a Moabitess.

The names of the murderers of Joash being recorded, and their Gen-

tile stock on the mother's side springing from Ammon and Moab, seems
to have been done witha view to point out the aggravated sorrow of Joash
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in his last moments. Not only to have died in his bed full of diseases,
but under the sword of foreigners. The fear of this was what made
Saul’s last moments doubly distressing. 1 Sam. xxxi. 4.

27 Now concerning his sons, and the greatness of
the burdens luid upon him, and the repairing of the
house of God, behold, they are written in thc story
of the book of the kln‘"s Aund Amaziah his sou

reigned in his stead.

What these burdens were the Holy Gliost hath not thought proper to
record. That Joash thus died, and his son Amaziah became his succes-
sor, is the-finishing part of his history. Alas! what a melancholy page
it torms !

e —— - e g
. REFLECTIONA.

The improvements to be gathered from the perusal of this chapter
seem very obvious, and as important as they are plain. In the conduct
of Joash we see to what an extent men may go in carrvmrr on the purpo-
ses of religion when outward circumstances cmrespond to make it their
interest, while all the while rottenness at the core is in the heart. In all
this outside reform how plain is it that there is no regeneration, no work
of God the Spirit; no turning of the heart to' God; no real regdld for
his honour and glory. Oh! thou blessed Spirit of truth, thou glorifier
of Jesus, let thy work on my soul be manifest. Plead, I, beseech tiee,
O Almighty Lord, with my soul, and ir my soul, the cause of Jesus. " By
thy discoveries to my own view of sin, of mlbdlef of lusts, and all the
train of corrupt ahecllons, oh! give me to see, to feel, and to be earnest
in seeking after Jesus in all his fulness, suitableness, and grace, that my
whole soul may be truly brought over from dead woiks to'serve the liv-
ing and true God.

In the death of Zechariah let us behold the real, solid, and substantial
worth of true faith. Ch! for grace to be the followers of them who
now through fuith and paticnce inhertt the promises ! See niy soul, what
a precious testimony the Lord Jesus in ages after gave to this his faithtul
servant's death. And thou, who livest in happier tumes, and art not called
upon to resist unto blood, see that thou art always ready to bear testi-
nony to the truth as it is in Jesus. - Be strong in the Lord, and in the
power of his might. Like Paul, count not thy life dear unto thyself, so
that thou mayest finish thy course with joy, in 6 zhting the good fight of
faith, and laying hold of cternal life.  Surrounded with such a cloud of
witnesses, learn to run with patience the race that is set before thee, look-
iug unto Jesus the author and finisher of faith. Precious Lord! in all
things do thou have the pre-eminency.

CHAP. XXV.
CONTENTS.

This chapter records the reign of Amaziah: his wars, kis idolatry,
the Lord’s displeasure (mamsz him ; his combat with Joash : his deatk.
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P
MAZIAII was twent'y and five years old when
he began to reign, and he reigned tw enty and
nine years in Jerusalem. And his motlier’s name
was Jehoaddan of Jerusalem.
2 And he did that which was right in the sight of

the Lorp, but not with a per fect heart.

This expression of Amazial’s doisg right in the Lord’s sight, but not
with a perfect heart, throws a light upon his whole character. 'What he
did in a way of worship was in mere form and ceremony. Ife found it
to be a matter of state policy to keep up the temple service.  His interest
was concerned, and therefore he followed it. And, no doubt from the
same motive, had hisinterest lay the opposite way, Amaziah would have
been as much alive to have pursued it. Alas! what is man !

3 Now it came to pass, when the kingdom was
established to him, that he slew his ser vants that
had killed the ng his father. "

4 But he slew not their children, but did as i s
written in the law in the book of Moses where the
Lorp commanded, saying, The fathers shall not
die for the children, neither shall the children die
for the fathers, but every man shalil die for his own
sin.

There was justice as well as suitable respect to the divine command

in this preservation of the children of his father’s murderers. The Lord
had said this, Deuat. xxiv. 16.

5 Morcover Amaziah gathered Judal together,
and made them captains over thousands, and cap-
tains over hundreds, according to the hiouses of their
fathers, throughout all Judah and Benjamin: and
he numbered them from twenty years old and
above, and found them three hundred thousand
choice men, ableto go forth to war, that could handle

spear and shield

If we compare the army of Judah as mentioned in this place, with the
army as it stood in the days of Jehoshaphat, we tind a sad decrease. See
2 Chron. xvii. 12—18. The whole of Jehoshaphat’s subjects at that
time were little less than six million, including men, women, and children.
But this will be explained when we consider what are the sad conse-
quences of sin. The Lord turneth a fruitful land into barrenness, for
the wickedness of them that dwell therein. Psm. cvii. 34.

6 He hired also an hundred thousand mighty
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men of valour out of Israel for an hundred talents
of silver.
See, Reader, how prone man is to look to an arm of flesh, to any thing,

rather than the Lord. And spiritually considered, doth not the believer
do this-when not living wholly upon Jesus?

7 But there came a man of God to him, say-
ing, O king, let not the army of Israel go with
thee; for the Lorp s not with Israel, o wit, with
all the children of Ephraim. .

8 But if thou wilt go, do #, be strong for the

battle: God shall make thee fall before the ene-
my : for God hath power to help, and to cast
down.
- 9 And Amaziah said to the man of God, But
what shall we do for the hundred talents which I
have given to the army of Israel? And the man
of God answered, The Lorbp is able to give thee
much more than this. ]

10 Then Amaziah separated them, 7o wit, the
army that was come to him out of Ephraim, to go
home again: wherefore their anger was greatly
kindled against Judah, and they returned home in
great anger. .

11 9 And Amaziah strengthened himself, and
led forth his people, and went to the valley of
salt, and smote of the children 6f Seir ten thou-
sand.

12 Aund other ten thousand lef¢ alive did the
children of Judah carry away captive, and brought
them unto the top of the rock, and cast them
down from the top of the rock, that they all were
broken in pieces.

13 But the soldiers of the army which Amaziah
sent back, that they should not go with him to
battle, fell upon the cities of Judah, from Sama-
ria even unto Beth-horon, and smote three thou-

sand of them, and took much spoil.
Observe how very gracious the Lord was, to send a message for safety
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to such a character as Amaziah. Yes! in the worst of times the Lord
hath an eye to his people. Nevertheless (saith God) I wrought for my
name’s sake. Ezek. xx. 22. There is a blessed nevertheless whereby
the Lord will look with mercy upon his people for his great name’s sake;
and for his covenant righteousness sake, with his dear Son. How beau-
tiful a thought is introduced in the midst of this treaty between the man
of God and the king; of God’s all-sufficiency in making up all our logses
which we at any time sustain in obeying his voice. Reader, do not fail
to remark this as you go along. 'The indignation of the distressed army,
and the revenge they took, may serve to teach us what dreadful effects
break out among the carnal: potsherds striving with potsherds., Alas!
did not the Lord restrain, what would be the bloodshed deluging the
earth, from the proud, imperious, angry passions of man against man!
14 Now it came to pass, after that Amaziah was
come from the slaughter of the Edomites, that he
brought the gods of the children of Seir, and set
them up to be his gods, and bowed down himself
before them, and burned incense unto them.
Was there ever a more glaring instance of wickedness and folly? He

is permitted to scourge Edom for idolatry, and then sets up idols him-
self. .

15 Wherefore the anger of the Lomrp was
Kindled against Amaziah, and he sent unto him a
prophet, which said unto him, Why hast thou
sought after the gods of the people, which could
not deliver their awn people out of thine hand?

16 And it cameto pass, as he talked with him,
that the king said unto him, Art thou made of the
king's counsel ? forbear, why shouldest thou be
smitten? Then the prophet forbare, and said, I
know that God hath determined to destroy thee,
because thou hast done this, and hast not hearken-

ed unto my counsel. .

Wherein did Amaziah differ from his father? Joash did indeed kill
Zechariah ; but Amaziah would have done the same had not the pro-
phet held his peace. Reader! do not fail to remark the awfulness of
such characters.

17 ¢ Then Amaziah king of Judah took ad-
vice, and sent to Joash, the son of Jehoahaz, the
son of Jehu, king of Israel, saying, Come, let us
see one another in the face.

What advice could thisbe? Not of God, nor his prophets, for he had
despised both. .

Vour. IIL 3Y
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18 And Joash king of Israel sent to Amaziah
king of Judah, saymc_{, The thistle that was in Le-
banon, sent to the cedar that was in Lebanon, say- -
ing, Give thy daughter to my son to wife: and
there passed by a wild beast that was in Lebanon,
and trode down the thistle.

19 Thou sayest, Lo, thou hast smitten the Edo-
mites; and thine heart lifteth thee up to boast:
abide now at home; why shouldest thou meddle
to thine hurt, that thou shouldest fall, even thou,
-and Judah with thee? -

20 But Amaziah would not hear for it eame of
God, that he might deliver them into.the hand of
their enemies, because they sought after the gods of
Edom.

21 So Joash the king of Israel went up; and
they saw one another in the face, both he and
Amaziah king of Judah, at Beth-shemesh, which
belongeth to J udah.

22 And Judah was put to the worse before Is-
rael, and they fled every man to his tent.

23 And Joash the kmo of Israel took Amazial
king of Judah, the son of Joash, the son of Jehoa-=
haz, at Beth-shemesh, and brought him to Jeru-
salemn, and brake down the wall 01L Jerusalem from
the gate of Ephraim to the corner gate, four hun-
dred cubits.

24 And he toof: all the gold and the silver, and
‘all the vessels that were found in the house of God
with Obed-Edom, and the treasures of the king’s
houae, the hostades also, and returned to ‘Sama*
ria.

25 9 And Amaziah theson of Joash king of Ju--
dah lived after the death: of J*oash son of 30hoahaz
king of Israel fifteen years. = .

2() Now the rest of the acts of Ama;mh, first
and last, behold, are they not written in the boolk
of the kmgs of Judah and Israel?
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27 4 Now after the time that Amaziah did turn
away from following the Lorp they made a con-
spiracy against him in Jerusalem; and he fled to
Lachish: but they sent to Lachish after him, and
slew him there.
28 And they brought him upon horses, and

buried him with his fathers in the city of Ju-
dah.

Much of this history we have 2 Kings xiv. But we shall do well to
observe in the sad history of the termination of his life, what is said; it
came of God. Yes! when sinners reject the counsel of God, itis against
their own souls, how frequently are they made to do the very reverse
of what they inteud !

e
REFLECTIONS.

WE ought to pause over the view of such characters as Amazial, and
gather instruction from the very awful representation of the corrupt and
fallen nature they afford. How in direct opposition to duty, to interest,
to happiness, is all their conduct. Making a profession of godliness, but
denying the power of it. At length breaking out in open rebellion, and
closing life in all the bitterness of sorrow. How dreadfully painful are
the embassies of faithful servants to such men; and how sure are their
reproofs to bring upon them their hatred. But whether the Amaziahs of
the present day will hear, or whether they will forbear, they must be
found faithful. And however slighted, or despised, or even brought into
peril by their integrity, still they are to go on through evil report and
good report. 'The injuries they sustain God will recompense.  He that
despiseth them despiseth him that sent them. And in the end God will
judge their cause, and bring forth their integrity as the light. Jesus
looks on, and knows all. He will come with vengeance, cven God will
come with a recompense.

CHAP. XXVI
CONTENTS.
This chapler contains the kistory of the reign of Uzzieh. He in-

vadeth the office of the priesthood, and is smitten with leprosy. He
dieth, and s succeeded by Jothan.

HEN all the people of Judah took Uzziah,
who was sixteen years old, and made him
king in the room of his father Amaziah.
2 He built Eloth, and restored it to Judah, after
that the king slept with his fathers.
3 Sixteen years old was Uzziah when he began
3Y 2
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to reign, and he reigned fifty and two yearsin Je-
rusalem. His mother’s name also was Jecoliah of
Jerusalem.

4 And he did #hat which was right in the swht of
the Loxp, according to all that his father Ama—-
~ ziah did.

5 And he sought God in the days of Zechariah, -
who had understanding in the visions of God: and
as long as he sought the Lorp, God made him to
prosper.

We must interpret what is here said of Uzziah, in doing that which
was right in the sight of the Lord, in the same sense as we did of Amaziah:
that is, he kept up a form of religion in the land in opposition to idols.
Not that he was a regenerate man, or had any vital godliness. The
sequel of his life proves the reverse. His searching after God means his
study of'the things of God. Thousands in all ages have done this, whose

knowledge hath been of the head and not of the heart. Of such God
speaks in Zechariah, Zech. vii. 5, 6.

6 And he went forth and warred against the
Philistines, and brake down the wall of Gath and
the wall of Jabneh and the wall of Ashdod, and
built cities about Ashdod, and among the Philis-
tines,

7 And God helped him against the Philistines,
and against the Arabians that dwelt in Gur-baal,
and the Mehunims,

8 And the Ammonites gave gifts to Uzziah:
and his name spread abroad evex to the entering in
of Egypt; for he strengthened himself excecd-
ingly

9) Moreover Uzziah built towers in Jerusalem at
the corner gate, and at the valley gate, and at the
turning of the wall, and fortified them.

10 Also he built towers in the desert, and digged
many wells: for he had much cattle, both in the
low country, and in the plains : husbdndmen also,
and vine dressers in the mountains, and in Car-
mel: for he loved hushandry

‘11 Moreover Uzziah had an host of fighting
men, that cht out to war by bands, according to
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the number of their account by the hand of Jeiel
the scribe and Maaseiah the ruler, under the hand
of Hananiah, one of the king’s captains.

12 The whole number of the chief of the fathers
of the mighty men of valour were two thousand and
six hundred.

13 Aund under their hand was an army, three
hundred thousand and seven thousand and five
hundred, that made war with mighty power, to
help the king against the enemy.

14 And Uzziah prepared for them throughout
all the host shields, and spears, and helmets, and

_habergeons, and bows, and slings to casf stones.

15 And he made in Jerusalem engines, invented
by cunning men, to be on the towers and upon the
bulwarks, to shoot arrows and great stones withal.
And his name spread far abroad; for he was mar-

vellously helped, till he was strang.

During the time that Uzziah favoured the service of the temple the
Lord made his way prosperous in temporal things. This is the sense of
what is meant by the Lord’s helping him.

16 € But when he was strong, his heart was lift-
ted up to hss destruction: for he transgressed
against the Lorp his God, and went into the tem-
ple of the Lorp to burn incense upon the altar of
1mcense. \

17 And Azariab the priest went in after him,
and with him fourscore priests of the Lorbp, that
were valiant men:

18 And they withstood Ugzziah the-king, and-
said unto him, I¢ appertaineth not unto thee, Uz~
ziah, to burn incense unto the Lorp, but to the
priests the sons of Aaron, that are consecrated to
burn incense: go out of the sanctuary; for thou
hast trespassed ; neither shall it be for thine honour
from the Lorp God. ’

19 Then Uzziah was wroth, and fad a censer in
his hand to burn incense: and while he was wroth
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with the pricsts, the leprosy even rose up in his
" forehead before the priests in the house of the
Lorp, from beside the incense altar.

20 And Azariah the chicf priest, and all the
priests; looked upon him, and, behold, he was le-
prous in his forehead, and they thrust him out
from thence; yea, himself hasted also to go out,
because the Lorp had smitten him.

21 And Uzziah the king was a leper unto the
day of his death, and dwelt in a several house,
being a leper; for he was cut off from the house of
the Lorp: and Jotham his son was over the king’s
house, judging the people of the land.

22 9 Now the rest of the acts of Uzziah, first
and last, did Isaiah the prophet, the son of Amog,

- write.

23 So Uzziah slept with his fathers, and they
buried him with his fathers in the field of the bu-
rial which belonged to the kings; for they said, He
is a leper: and Jotham his  son reigned in his

stead.

‘We that live in gospel times can hetter conceive the cause of this aw-
fal visitation on Uzziah in invading the priests office. As the offering in-
cenwe typified the Lord Jesus, because none but Jesus can approach Je-

. hovah to make mntercession, and to offer sacrifice, for the sins of the
people; so the daring act of any going in themselves, with their own of-
fering, implies a desplsnw the way of salvation the Lord hath appointed.
And who, in the present hour, is in this awful state, but the man who
preeumptuouslv draws nigh in his own righteousness, and makes light of
the righteousness of the Lord Jesus Christ?  Such are under this dread-
ful h‘prosy of the soul, and live in a separate house, without God, and
without Christ in the world. Lord! preserve men from this dangerous
delusion ! '

4%__%—_._
REFLECTIONS.

I rrE woull T meditate over the wretched, ruined, and undone state
of ‘Uzzick. A leper tohis grave. Cast out and forsaken both of God
and man. Loathsome in the sight of both; and-living and dying univer-
saliy unpitied, unhelped, aud uvreclaimed.  And are there any Uzzial's
of the present hour 7 Do any count the blood of the covenant an unholy
thing, and do desplte’ to the Spirit of grace! how desperately lost to a
real sense of their vwn state by nature 7 How totallv unconscious of the
infiitely precieus value of the blood of Jesus; bow wretchedly mis-
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taken as to their own filth, corruption, lusts, and universal depravity.
What strangers to themselves, to Jesus, to the necessity of the work of
God upou the soul, and the absolute expediency of being washed from
the leprosy of sin in the blood of Christ! blessed, thrice blessed God,

who in mercy led me to see the preciousness of salvation, and as graci-
ously led me to seek it in the way the Lord himself appointed. Never,
blessed Jesus, may my soul invade thy office, but rejoice to come under
the censer of thy righteousuess. Oh! give me to see that I am indeed
sheltered from the wrath to come, from the leprosy of this life, and the
miseries of another, being found in thee and under thy precious all-aton.
ing sacrifice, whereby thou hast for ever done away the sin and unclean-
ness cf thy people.

CHAP. XXVIL

CONTENTS.
The reign of Jotham is recorded in this chapter. He obtains a vic-
tory over ‘the Ammonites. He is succeeded by y Ahaz.

JOT HAM was twenty and five years old when
he began to reign, and he reigned sixteen years
in Jerusalem. Iis mother’s name also was Jeru-

shah, the daughter of Zadok.
It may be proper to observe that the relation given in the Chronicles-
and in the book of Kings concerning this prince, is nearly one and the
- same. 2 Kings xv,

2 And he did that which was right in the sight of
the Lorp, according to all that his father Uzziah
did: howbeit he entered not- into the temple of
the Lorp. And the people did yet corruptly.

Though Jotham did not invade the pricsts office as his father had done,
yet what is said of him concerning his doing right in the sight of the Lotd,
must be accepted much in the same sense as what was sand of Uzziah.
The people, it is said, did corruptly. I thinkitimportant that the Reader
should be reminded that it was during this man’s reign, and in the lattes
part of the reign of his father, that the prophet Isaiah flourished and de-
Hvered his prophecy, which he calls a vision.  See Isaiah i. 1.

3 He built the high gate of the house of the
Lorp, and on the wali of Ophel he built much.

4 Moreover he built cities in the mountains of
Judah, and in- the forests he built castles and
towers. o o ‘

5 € He fought also with the king of the Amn-
monites, and pxevaxled against them And the
children of Ammon gave “him the same year an
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hundred talents of silver, and ten thousand mea-
sures of wheat, and ten thousand of barley. So
much did the children of Ammon pay unto him,
both the second year and the third.

6 So Jotham became mighty, because he pre-
pared his ways before the Lorp his God.

7 € Now the rest of the acts of Jotham, and
all his wars, and his ways, lo, they are written in
the book of the kings of Israel and Judah.

8 He was five and twenty years old when he be-
gan to reign, and reigned sixteen years in Jeru-
salem.

9 ¢ And Jotham slept with his fathers, and
they buried him in the city of David: and Ahaz

his son reigned in his stead. .

Nothing particularly interesting, more than the common events in the
records of the kings of Judah and Israel, meets us in these verses. That
they lived, and fought, and built, and died, seems the great outline of
their general character.—Let the Reader recollect the one great cause
for which their history is preserved ; namely, to lead in the succession of
the line of David to Christ. It is this which makes the record precious:
for this terminates' not in an endless genealogy after the luw of a carnal
commandment, but in Jesus it is plainly after the power of an endless life.

e — R ——
REFLECTIONS.

IN the quick succession of kings which this part of the word of God
brings forward to view, it is profitable to pause and consider, how tran-

" sient those characters were in their power and influence, which during
their government, no doubt, made a mighty bustle in life, and moved up
and down as beings highly important. But alas! what is all humau
greatness but as a bubble on the mighty waters! precious Jesus! what
would the whole earth, with all its greatest monarchies and men be, void
of an iuterest in thee and thy great salvation! How bounded within a
short space their lives! how iusignificant their existence! how trifling
and childish their pursuits! Without thee, thou dear Redeemer, no
hopes beyond the grave, no prospect of immortality ; no redemption from
sin; no resource from the fears of death, nor from the alarins of con-
science ! wishing to live after death, and yet dreading the hereafter;
hoping there might be a place of rest; but in the midst full of a thou-
sand forebodings concerning it! Oh! thou glorious, gracious, precious
Jesus! it is thou which hast brought life and immortality to light by
thy gospel. And by thy great undertaking thou hast not only opened to
thy people clear and distinct views of the everlasting mansions of the
blessed, but by thy finished redemption hast purchased eternal happiness

. for them, and art gone before to take possession of it in their name,
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Now, Lord, we hail thy glorious person, and adore thee for thy finished
work.  All thy people are by thee made kings and priests to God and
the Father. We fave received « kingdom by thee, and in thee, w/ich can-
not be moved. Ol! for grace whereby we may serve thee acceptubly in
this life with reverence and godly fear; until we come to reign with thee
in the life that is to come in glory for ever.

CHHAP. XXVIIL

CONTENTS.
This chapter contains the history of the reign of Ahaz,’and a melun-
choly relation of his wicked reign it furnisheth. He is afflicted by the
Syrians.  tlis death, and successor in the kingdom, is also related.
ITAZ was twenty years old when he began to
reign, and he reigned sixteen years in Jeru-
salem: but he did not that which was right in the
sight of the Lorp, like David his father:

2 For he walked in the ways of thekings of Is-
rael, and made also molten images for Baalim.

3 Moreover he burnt incense in the valley of the
son of Hinnom, and burnt his children in the fire,
after the abominations of the heathen whom the
Lorp had cast out before the children of Israel.

4 He sacrificed also and burnt incense in the
high places, and on the hills, and under every

green tree. ,

What a melancholy account is here given in a few verses of the life
and conduct of Abaz! had we not the authority of God’s sacred word
it would be incredible to read of the degeneracy both of king and peo-
ple respecting idolatry. But Reader! what must have been the forbear-
ance, mercy, and long suffering of the lord. Oh! for grace to contem-
plate this with an eye to Jesns!

5 Wherefore the Lonrp his God delivered him
into the hand of the king of Syria; and the
smote him, and carried away a great multitude of
them captives, and brought #iem to Damascus.
And he was also delivered into the hand of the
king of Israel, who smote him with a great
slaughter. -

6 Ifor Pekah the son of Remaliah slew in Ju-
dah an hundred and twenty thousand in one day,

Vor. Il 3 Z
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which were all valiant men; because they had for-
saken the Lorp God of their fathers.

7 And Zichri, a mighty man of Ephraim, slew
Maaseiah the king’s son, and Azrikam the gover-
nor of the house, and Elkanah that was next to the
king.

8 And the children of Israel carried away cap-
tive of their brethren two hundred thousand, wo-
men, sons, and daughters, and took also away
much spoil from them, and brought the spoil to

Samaria.

Both Syrians and Israelites shall become instruments in the hand of
God when the Lord will punish Judali. Aud in the private. afflictions
. of God’s people ihe severity of ‘our trials is doubly increased when it
comes from a quarter where we least expected. When @ maw’s foes
shall be they of his own household. ’

9 But a prophet of the Lorp was there, whose
name was Oded : and he went out before the host
that came to Samaria, and said unto them, Behold,
because the Lorp God of your fathers was wr oth
with Judah, he hath delivered them into your
band, and ye have slain them in a rage that reach-~
eth up unto heaven.

10 And new ye purpose to keep under the
children of Judah and Jerusalem for bondmen and
bondwomen unto you: but are there not with you,
even with you, sins against the Lorp your God.

11 Now hear ine the1 efore, and deliver the cap-
tives again, which ye have taken captive of your
brethren: for the fierce wrath of the Lorbp s up-

on you.

Was it not most gracious in God to send this message to the sinners
in Israpl?  And was not the man of God most faithful in the delivery
of it! Here is no cong\dtulatmn of their v1ctory, but reproof and an

alarming assmcmce of the Lords dlspledsule in consequence of their
sins! ‘

12 Then certain of the heads of the children of
Ephraim, Azariah the son of Johanan, Berechiah
the son of Meshillemoth, and Jehlzklah the son
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of Shallum, and Amasa the son of Hadlai, stood
up against them that came from the war,

13 And said unto them, Ye shall not bring in
the captives hither: for whereas we have offended
against the Lorp already, ye intend to add more to
our sins and to our trespass: for our trespass is
great, and there is fierce wrath against Israel.

14 So the armed men left the captives and
the spoil before the princes and all the congrega-
tion. ~

15 And the men which were expressed by
name rose up, and took the captives, and with the
spoil clothed all that were naked among them, and
arrayed them, and shod them, and gave them to
eat and to drink, and anointed them, and carried
all the feeble of them upon asses, and brought
‘them to Jericho, the city of palm trees, to their

brethren: then they returned to Samaria.

I feel delight in the perusal of those verses in that they plainly mani-
fest the grace of the Lord had not totally departed from Israel. Cer-
tain persons among them still felt the sovereign grace of the Lord. How
precious is it to behold that in the worst of times, there is (as the apos-
tle expresses it) a remnant according to the election of grace. Rom.
i1 5.

16 At that time did king Ahaz send unto the
kings of Assyria to help him.

- 17 For again the Edomites had come and smit-
ten Judah, and carried away captives.

18 The Philistines also bhad invaded the cities
of the low country, and of the south of Judah,
and had taken Beth-shemesh, and Ajalon, and
Gederoth, and Shocho with the villages thereof,
and Timnath with the villages thereof, Gimzo
also and the villages thereof: and they dwelt

_ there.

19 For the Lorp brought Judah low becauge

of Ahaz king of Israel; for he made Judah naked,

and transgressed sore against the Lorp.
It is hardly possible to read this account of Ahaz’s distress, and behold

37 2
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at the same time the sad cause of allin his multiplied and aggravated
transgressions, without being struck with a renewed conviction of the
hardness and impenitent state of the heart under sin. Though he had
made Judah naked, and the Lord had brought Judah low; yet we hear
of no remorse, no sorrow, no desire in the Leart of Ahaz to turn to the
Lord; nay, we only find the poor wretch hardening himself in his wick-
ednes:, and looking to Assyria, to any power in short. but the right power,
even to the Lord, to deliver him out of his affliction. But Reader! is
Abaz’s cage singular 7 1s not tlns the conduct of all sinners until grace
reclaims them!-

20 And Tilgath=-pilnezer king of Assyna came
unto him, and distressed him, but strengthened
‘him not. ; .

. 21 For Ahaz took away a portion out of the
house of the Lorp, and out of the house of the
king, and of the princes, and gave # unto the king-
of Assyna “but he helped him. not.

22 And in the time of his distress did he tres-
pass yet more against the Lorp: 'this & that king
Ahaz. ,

23 For he sacrlﬁced unto the gods of Damascus,
which smote him: and he said, Because the gods
of the kings of Sytia help them, therefore will I sa-
crifice to them that they may help me.  But they
were the revin of him, and of all Isruel.

24 And Abaz gathered together the vessels of
the house of God, and cut in pwces the vessels of
the house of God, and shut up the doors of the
house of the Lom) and he made him altars in

every cor ﬁex of Jelma!cm

25 Andiin every several city of Judah he made
‘high places to burn incense unto other gods, and

pmvol\ed to anger the Lorp-God of his Fathers.
Observe the | proweas ion of sin when the mind is hardened under its
influence. . You see Ahaz robs God’s house to puzclmxe man’s arm
against him; sacrificeth to devils o gain human interest. And’ thus
goeth on from bad to worse, until the recasure of his iniquity is full.
And observe, Reader! for it is’an observation highly proper to be con-
nected with it, how disappeintment, vexation, and 1uin, accompany the
steps of such transgressors. The King of Assyria takes his gifts but
laughs at his- calamity. Such invariably is the friendship of sianers in
every mstance And as Alaz’s distresses and disappointinents increased,
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so his sins multiplied, and he transgressed yet more ‘agdinst the Lord.
And do remark how the Holy Ghost hath branded for everhis charac-
ter in those few words; This is that king Ahaz. Asif the Lord meant
thereby to make his memorial detested for ever.

26 9 Now the rest of his acts and of all his
ways, first and last, behold, they are written in the
book of the kings of Judah. and Israel.

27 And Ahaz slept with his fathers, and they
buried him in the city, even in Jerusalem: but
they brought him not into the sepulchres of the
kings of Israel ‘And Hezekiah his son reloned in

his stead

The mind feels relief when arriving at the close of such an history
and such a character. 1 cannot dismiss the relation of this impious
prince’s life without desiring the Reader to compare it with the ‘seventh
chapter of the prophecy of Isaiah; in the perusal of which he will dis-
cover, not only the graciousness of the Lord in sending to his people,
even during the reign of so wicked a prince, a renewed instance of his
love; but opening to the views of the faithful in Judah blessed intima-
tions of the coming of the Lord Jesus Christ. It forms a most precions
consolation to every one to consider that at a time when sin abounded®
grace did much more abound ; for never during the Old Testament days
were there afforded cléarer promises concerning Jesus than the prophecy
of lsaiah contained; and delivered at a time when the most daring re-
bellion against God ‘marked both Israel and Judah.

e B e e
REFLECTIONS.

Pause! my soul, over the perusal of this chapter, and in the conduct
of Ahaz behold the lost, depraved, hardened, and wretched state of hu-
man nature. See, my soul to what sin hath reduced every man? apd
remark also how deluded to his own ruin is the sinner, who, when the
Lord is coming forth as his enemy, is vainly looking to an arm of fleslh
to become his friend; as if a man would set the briars and thorns against
Jehovah in battle! But while coutemplating man’s worthlessness, oh !
for grace to admire and adore God’s faithfulness. Was it not enough,
oli! thou most gracious Lord, that immediately upon the fall of man
redemplion was proumised ; and that from age to age thou shouldest send
thy servants to keep alive the remembrauce of this unspeakable mercy pro-
mised in the minds of thy people; but that, at a period when they were
all sinning with an high hand, and lving as if regardic& of all thy love,
that then thou shouldest mdgmfy the exceeding riches of thy grace, and
then commission thy servant the prophet to tell Ahag that re(lempimn
was approaching, and Emmanuel should appear as the son of the urgm

Lord! help me to adore, fo magnify, to rightly understand and prize
those depths, and heights, and breadths, and tengths, of such peerless,
matchless love! And Lord, amidst all the unworthiness, and coldness,
aud deadness, and undeservings of my heart, let such views of thy grace
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comfort aud refresh my soul. Yees! thou blessed Jesus, thou precious
Emmanuel, amidst all. my sorrows let me derive my highest consolation
from.my interest in thee, my relation fo thee, my hopes and expectations
Jrom thee, and my whole salvation of thee, the Lord my righteousness.”
'l;hou' art indeed Emmanuel, God with us, God in_us the hope of
glory.

CHAP. XXIX.

CONTENTS.

The subject of this chapter is.the chronmicle of the reign of Heze-
I,:z‘alz. He restoreth the true worship of God, and cleanseth the Lord’s
‘house, ’

EZEKIAH began to reign when he was five
and twenty years old, and he reigned nine
-and twenty yearsin Jerusalem. And his mother’s

name was Abijah, the daughter of Zechariah.

‘We may have reference to the recital of the reign of Hezekiah, 2 Kings
xvi. and a very interesting account we have of a part of it, Isaiah xxxvi.
and 3 following chapters.

2 And he did that which was right .in the sight of
‘the Lorp, according to all that David his father
‘had done. ,

3 9 He in the first year of his reign, in the
first month, opened the doors of the house of the
Lorp, and repaired them. \

4 And he brought in the priests and the Le-
vites, and gathered them together into the ¢ast
street, )

5 And said unto them, Hear me, ye Levites,
~sanctify now yourselves, and sanctify the house of
. the Lorp God of your fathers, and carry forth the

filthiness out of the holy place.

6 For our fathers have trespassed, and done
~ that which was evil in the eyes of the Lorp our

God, and have forsaken him, and have turned
away their faces from the habitation of the Lorp,
and turned their backs. - \

7 Also they have shut up the doors of the
porch, and put out the lamps, and have not burn-
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ed incense nor offered burnt offerings in the holy
place unto the God of Israel.

8 Wherefore the wrath of the Lorp was upon
Judah and Jerusalem, and he hath delivered them
to trouble, to astonishment, and to hissing, as ye
see with your eyes.

9 For, lo, our fathers have fallen by the sword,
and our sons and our daughters and our wives are
in captivity for this.

10 Now ¢ is in mine heart to make a covenant
with the Lorp God of Israel, that his fierce wrath
may turn away from us. ’

11 My sons, be not now negligent: for the Lorp
hath chosen you to stand before him, to serve him,
and that ye should minister unto him, and burn

mcense.

His address to his people in the very opening of his government im-
plies that his soul had been grieved for the dreadful conduct of his fa
ther during his minority. Reader! how evident it is that grace is not
hereditary. How many a graceless father hath had a gracious son! and
how many a gracious father a graceless child. What a contrast is here
between Ahaz and Hezekiah !

12 € Then the Levites arose, Mahath the son
of Amasai, and Joel the son of Azariah, of the
sons of the Kohathites: and of thesons of Merari,
Kish the son of Abdi, and Azariah the son of Je~
halelel : and of the Gershonites ; Joash the son of
Zimmah, and Eden the son of Joah:

13 And of the sons of Elizaphan; Shimri, and
Jeiel: and of the sons of.Asaph, Zechariah, and
Mattaniah : ‘

14 And of the sons of Heman; Jehiel, and -
Shimei: and of the sons of Jeduthun ; Shemaiah,
and Uzziel.

15 And they gathered their brethren, and sanc-
tified themselves, and came, according to the com-
~ mandment of the king, by the words ef the Lorp,

" to cleanse the house of the Lorbp.

16 And the priests went into the inner part of
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the house of the Lorp, to cleanse i#, and brought
out all the uncleanness that they found in tlie tem-
ple of the Loro into the court of the house of the
Lorp. And the Levites tock #, to carry i out
abroad into the brook Kidron.

17 Now they began on the first day of the first
month to sanctify, and on the eighth day of the
month came they to the porch of the Lorp: so
they sanctificd the house of the Lorp in ewht
days: and in the sixteenth day of the first- month
they made an end.

18 Then they went in to IHezekiah the king,
and said, We have cleansed all the house of the .
Lorp, 'md the altar of burnt offering, with all’ the
vessels thereof, and the shewbread table, with all
the vessels thercof.

19 Moreover all the vessels, which King Ahaz
in his reign did cast away in his tmnsgressnou
have we p: Cpaxed and sanctified, and, behold, they

are before the altar of the Loro.

"The purification of the house of the Lord may serve to remind us of
the yet more infinitely inportant work of God the Holy Ghost in his
cleansing work of the heart by his power.——What a sweet scripture that
is to this effect; When the Lord shall have washed away the filth of
the daughler of Zion with the spirit of judgment and the spirit of
burmng Isaiah iv. 4. Reader! seek for those precious effects in your
own soul., Have you the spirit of judgment to enlighten the understand-
ing in the knowledge of Jesus? And have you the spirit of burning te
make your heart burn within you while Jesus draweth nigh in makmn
himself known by the way and opening the soul to the apprchenswn of
the scriptures?

20 Then Hezekiah the kmg rose early, and ga-
thered the rulers of the city, and went up to the
house of the Lonrbp.

21 And they brought seven bullocks, and seven
rams, and seven lambs and seven he goats, for a
sin offering for the kingdom, and for the snnctuury,
and for Judah.. And he commanded the priests
the sons of Aaron to offer them on the altar of the’

Loz,
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22 So they killed the bullocks, and the priests
received the blood, and sprinkled # on the altar:
likewise, when they had killed the rams, they
sprinkled the blood upon thealtar: they killed also
the lambs, and they sprinkled the blood upon the
altar.

23 And they brought forth the he goats for the
sin offering before the king and the congregation ;
and they laid their hands upon them:

24 And the priests killed them, and they made
reconciliation with their blood upon the altar, to
make an atonement for all Israel: for the king
commanded ¢hat the burnt offeringand the sin offer-
ing should be made for all Israel.

25 And he set the Levites in the house of the
Lorp with cymbals, with psalteries, and with
harps, according to the commandment of David,
and of Gad, the king’s seer, and Nathan the pro-
phet: for so was the commandment of the Lorp
by his prophets.

26 And the Levites stood with the instru-
ments of David, and the priests with the trum-
pets. .

27 And Hezekiah commanded to offer the burnt
oftering upon the attar. And when the burnt of-
fering began, the song of the Lorp began also
with the trumpets, and with the instruments or-
dained by king David of Israel.

28 And all the congregation worshipped, and
the singers sang, and the trumpeters sounded:
and all this continued until the burnt offering was
finished. ,

29 And when they had made an end of offer-
ing, the king and all that were present with him
bowed themselves, and worshipped. ‘

‘30 Moreover Hezekiah the king and the prin-
ces commanded the Levites to sing praise unto the

Vor. IIL ’ 4 A
- »
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Lorp with the words of David, and of Asaph the
seer.  And they sang praises with gladness, and

they bowed their heads and wor shxppcd

Itis astomslxmrr to observe in this solemn service what an eye to Je-
sus and his salvatmn this whole service had. Iere was the sm-oﬁlrm"
and Christ, who krew no sin, was made sin for us, that we might b.,
made the righteousness of God in him. ere was the king and the peo-
ple laying their hands upon the goats, as an intimation that their sins
were to be laid upon the sacrifice. And were not the sins of the people
all laid upon Jesus when Jehovah laid on him t/e iniquities of us all?'
Isaiah. liii. 6.

31 Then Ilezekiah answered and said, Now ye
have consecrated yourselves unto the Lorp, come
near and bring sacrifices and thank offerings into
the house of the Lorp. And the congregation
brought in sacrifices and thank offerings; and as
many as were of a free heart burnt offerings.

32 And the number of the burnt oﬁermds,
Wthh the congregation brought, was t}nec‘scme
and ten bullocks, an hundred rams, and two Lun-
dred lambs ; all these were for a burnt offering to
the Lorbp.

33 And the consecrated things were six hun-
dred oxen and three thousand sheep.

34 Butthepriests were too few, so that they could
not slay all the burnt offerings: wherefore their
brethren the Levites did help them, till the work
was ended, and until the offer priests had sanctified
themselves : for the Levites were more up:iwht in
heart to sanctify themselves than the priest

35 Aund also the burnt offerings were in ahu,)—
dance, with the fat of the peace offenms and the
drink offerings for every burnt ofiering.  So the
service of the house of the Loxb was set in or-
der.

36 And He;'clua 1 rejoiced, and all the people,
- that God had prepared the people: for the thing

was done suddenly. :

How beautiful and interesting to behold the joy both of king and
people-in the view they now had of the house of God being cleansed ;
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ce:

and that peace being made with God, they had now free access to the
temple service as heretofore.  But Reader! how infinitely more beau-
tiful is this subject counsidered as typical and figurative, with an eye to
Jesus.  Having peace with God (saith an apostle) in the blood of lis
cross, we have aceess by faith into this grace wherein we stand, and re-
Jjoice in hope of the glory of Ged. Rom.v.1,2. Seen with an eye to
gnspel times, und to gospel mercies in Jesus, how truly interesting the
Old Testament church history appears, and how evidently the whole
proves that it was God prepared the people, and that God the Spirit
hereby glorified Christ Jesus.

I e —
REFLECTIONS.

How beautiful the face of things appears in Judah under the reign
. of Hezekiah, compared to the ‘deplorable state in which we bebold it
under the reign of his father Ahaz. And oh! how much the conduct
of men in power, and in exalted stations, operates upon all the inferior
depaitments, both in church and state. But chiefly, my soul, let the
improvements which arise out of fhis chapter tend to lead thee to the
precious Jesus.  And conceive how infinitely interesting aud important
must be that salvation of his, which was so uniformly made in all ages of
the church the great means and end of purification, unto which, by
faith, the people all directed their religious services. Oh! thou biessed
reconciler, who hast made owr peace in the blood of thy cross! by vir-
tue of thy atoning blood and righteousness it is, that after all our un-
worthiness and the setting up of idols in our hearts, we are like the
house of Judah under Hezekiah, again consecrated unto the Lord to
approach in the name and the rich sacrifice of Jesus. Thou art the au-
thor and finisher, the means and the end, the sum and substance of all
consolation to thy church, both militant and triumphant, by peace here
and glory hereafter. Hail! blessed Jesus! I will love thee, O Lord,
my strength; thou art my song of rejoicing all the day, for thow art
become my salvation.

CHAP. XXX.

CONTENTS.

This chapter rvelates the continuance of Hezekiak's good reign. He
proclaims a passover. The-people are earnest in destroying the idols.

ND Hezekiah sent to all Israel and Judah,

and wrote letters also to Ephraim and Ma-

nasseh, that they should come to the house of the

Lorp at Jerusalem, to keep the passover unto the
Lorp God of Israel.

2 For the king had taken counsel, and his prin-
ces, and all the congregation in Jerusalem, to keep
the passover in the second month.

4A 2
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3 For they could not keep it at that time, be-
cause the priests had not sanctified themselves suf-
ficiently, neither had the people gathered them-
selves together to Jerusalem.

4 And the thing pleased the king and all the
congregation.

5 So they established a decree to make procla-
mation throughout all Israel, from Beer-sheba
even to Dan, that they should come to keep the
passover unto the Lorp God of Israel at Jerusa-
lem: for they had not done # of a long time in such
sorf as it was written.

It should seem that in consequence of the general defection of the
people from the worship of the Lord, the holy service of the passover
had not been punctually chserved. And at the time when Hezekiah
set up this reform in the opening of his reign the season of the paschal
feast was over. Unwilling to lec so refreshing a service pass by until
another year, the king availed bimseif of a permission in the law which
was made for persons under uncleanness, that when by reason of this
they could not observe it at its proper season, they might keep it in the
second month instead of the first.  Numb. ix. 10, 11. The king there-
fore having taken counsel on this subject, and it meeting the general ap-
probation both of the princes and the congregation, the celebration of
the passover was defermined upon, Reader! what a superiority in
. point of privilege are we of the gospel church called to, in that we have
our holy supper, in commemoration of Christ our passover sacrificed for
us every month, and if occasion offers, every day, and like the primitive
church may daily in the temple, or from house to house, be engaged in
the sweet service of breaking of bread and of prayer. Yes! dearest
Jesus! thy people whom thou hast made kings and priests to God and

the Father, are supposed to be daily carrying about in their body the
dying of the Lord Jesus! Actsii. 40. 2 Cor. iv. 10.

6 So the posts went with the letters from the
king and his princes throughout all Israel and Ju-
dah, and according to the commandment of the
king, saying, Y e children of Israel, turn again unto

- the Lorp God of Abraham, Isaac, and Israel,
and he will rcturn to the remnant of you, that
are escaped out of the hand of the kings of Assy-
ria.

"7 And be not ye like your fathers, and like
_your brethren, whicl} trespassed against the Lorp

-
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God of their fathers, who therefore gave them up to
desolation, as ye see.

8 Now be ye not stiff necked, as your fathers
were, but yield yourselves unto the Lorp, and en-
ter into his sanctuary, which he hath sanctified for
ever: and serve the Lorp your God, that the
fierceness of his wrath may turn away from you.

9 For if ye turn again unto the Lorp, your
brethren and your children shall find compassion
before them that lead them captive, so that they
shall come again into this land: forthe Lorp your
God s gracious and merciful, and will not turn

away /lus face from you, if ye return unto him.

I admire the conduct of Hezekiah on this occasion. He not only in-
vites his own subjects of Judah, but a/l Israel. For both Israel and
Judah had alike revolted; and a return to the Lord God of their fa-
thers was as much the duty and interest of Isracl as of Judah.

10 So the posts passed from city to city through
the country of Ephraim and Manasseh even unto
Zcbulun: but they laughed them to scorn, and
mocked them. \

11 Nevertheless divers of Asher and Manasseh
and of Zebulun humbled themselves, and came to

Jerusalem.

How awful a state was Israel now in! if the Reader makes a calcula-
tion of time he will discover that this happened not above two or three
years, at the most, before the captivity of Israel by the king of Assyria.
Hence their hearts were infatuated and blinded to their rum. It is re-
freshing, however, amidst this general depravity, to observe that there
were some whose hearts were inclined to seek the Lord. Hosea was
king of Israel at this time; but it doth not appear that he either accept-
ed the king of Judaly’s invitation himself to go to Jerusalem at this pass-
over, or that he forbade any of his subjects from going.

12 Also in Judah the hand of God was to give
them one heart to do the commandment of the
king and of the princes, by the word of the
Lorp. ‘

This is a beautiful account of Judah; and their unanimity on this so-
lemn occasion. No doubt the thing was of the Lord. Oh! dearest Je-

sus! how sweet is it when thy churches, like that of old, are of one heart
" and one soul; all striving for the faith of the gospel. Acts iv. 32.
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13 € And there assembled at Jerusalem much
people to keep the feast of unleavened bread in
-\the second month, 2 very great C'mﬂreoqtlon

.14 And ‘mcy arose an (l took aw ay t! e altars
thfwt were in Jerusalem, and ail the altars for incense
took they away, and cast them into the brook Ki-

dron..

What a beautiful represenhtxon is here made of the church. Who
but must have prayed for the sanctifying influence of the divine presence
in such an assewbly?

15 Then they killed the passover on the four-
teenth day of the sccond month: and the priests
and the Levites wereashamed, and sanctified then“-
selves, and brought in the burnt offerings into the
house of the Lorbp.

16 And they stood in their place after their
manuer, accmdmo to the law of Moses the man -
of God: the priests sprinkled the blood, which they
recedved of the hand of the Levites.

17 For there were many in the congregation that
were not sanctified : therefore the Levites had the
charﬂe of the killing of the passovers for every one
that was not Llean to sanctily them-unto the

Lorp:

18 Fora multitude of the people, even many of
Ephraim, aud Manasseh, Issachar; and Zebulun,
had not dcmwed themselves, ‘yet did they eat the
passover otherwise than it was written.  But He-
zekiah prayed for them, saying, The good Lorp

arcon every one

19 That prepareth his heart to scek God, the
Lorp God of his fathers, though ke be not cleansed
according to the purification of the sanctuary.

20 And the Lorp hearkened to Hezekiah, and

healed the people.

There are several most interesting things cbser\able upon this oc-
rasion.  The people fitst put away all the idolatrous aitars before
they proceeded to their pure worship. The old leaven of malice and
wickedness must be put away by the followers of the Lord Jesus be-
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fore they keep the feast of unleavened bread en the body and blood of
Christ. 1 Cor.v. 7,8. 'Fhe sprinkling of the blood, according to the
original institution, plainly shews that amidst the long dreadful reigu of
idolatry there were some precious souls who by faith looked to the blood
of sprinkling in Jesus. Heb. xii. 24. The zeal of many upou this occa-
sion outdoing the priests and Levites, is a delightful testimony also that
the Lord had a seed alive in the midst of that degenerate nation, which
though to the eye of men unknown like as it was in the. duays of
Elijah, yet to the Lord were known, and by the Lord reserved {rom the
general corruption. Romw. xi. 3, 4. The unseasonable appointinent of
this passover which necessity had induced, aund the quickuess with which

it was brought forward after it was determined upon, not allowing space

for the usual preparation, the king implored the Lord to pardon, and to
accept the people according to what they had, and not what'they had
not. And the Lord’s gracious attention to the king’s prayer and healing
the people; these things, bebeld with an eyc to Jesus, are sweet gospet
blessings veiled under these law dispensations. Reader! do not overlook
your own personal concern in this. -After all your preparations what
sanctification is there in your best prayers and services. Need ot the
holiest of men to cry out, The good Lord pardon every one? Olil how
precious, how infinitely precious, is the thought, that the same worth, the
same sin-atoning efficacy is in the Lamb that was slain, though there be
new guilt and new defilement in our hearts and in our poor services,
from day to day. The virtue and merits of Jesus’s biood become the
aanctlﬁcatmn and cause of acceptance of his people for ever.

21 And the children of Israel that were present
at Jerusalem kept the feast of unleavened bread
seven days with great gladness: and the Levites
and the priests praised the Lorp day by day,
singing with Joud instranients unto the Loxrp.

22 And Hezekiah spake comfortably unto all
the Levites that taught the good knowledge of the
Lorp: and they did eat throughout the feast se-
ven days, offering peace oifcrm% and making con-
fession to the Lonp God of their fathers.

23 And the whole assembly took counsel to
keep other seven days: and they kept other seven
days with gladness.

24 Tor Hezekiah king of Judah did give to the
congregation a thousand bullocks and seven thou-
xa’)d sheep, and the princes gave to the congrega-
tion a thousand bullocks and ten thousand sheep:
and a great number of priests sanctified them-
selves,
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25 And all the congregation of Judah, with the
priests and the Levites, and all the congregation
that came out of Israel, and the strangers that
came out of the land of Israel, and that dwelt in
Judah, rejoiced.

26 So there was great joy in Jerusalem: for
since the time of Solomon the son of David king
of Israel there was not the like in Jerusalem.

27 Then the priests the Levites arose and
blessed the people: and their voice was heard, and
their prayer came wup to his holy dwelling place,
even unto heaven.

This feast, agreeable to the original appointment by Moses, followed
up the holy service of the passover. And the joy of the people, of all
ranks and orders among them, can better be conceived than expressed.
It may serve to shew the holy joy that is in the heart of one poor sin-
ner in an house, in a family, in a nation or kingdom, when a real conver-
sion takes place in the soul, and amity and friendship, are again restored
between heaven and earth. Then-every thing is sanctified. The most
ordinary enjoyments are sanctified. When the Lord hath blessed a soul
with all spiritual blessings in Christ Jesus; he blesses him in making a
covenant with every thing and every creature, both in his basket and in
his store. Reader! if Jesus be yours, all things are yours. Fe that
overcometh (saith Jesus himself) shall inkerit all things; and I will be
his God; and he shall be my son. Rev. xxi. 7. Go thy way, eat thy
bread with joy, and drink thy wine with a merry heart, for God now
accepteth thy works. Ecclesix. 7, 8. The garment the sinner wears
of Jesus’s righteousness is always white; and his head lacks no ointment,
because the Holy Ghost sheds abroad his grace abundantly upon him iu
Christ Jesus. Hosea. ii. 18—20. Observe in this account of the close
of this great festival how the priests blessed the people. Long neglect-
ed as this divine service had been, even from the days of Solomon, yet
the form appointed by the Lord (see Numb. vi. 22, &e.) had not been
forgotten. Oh! how sweet is it to bless the people in the joint name of
the Father, Son and Spirit. And how sure is it when done by his authority,-
that the blessing pronounced on earth will be confirmed in heaven.

B T E—
REFLECTIONS.

READER! while we pay all due respect to this beautiful piece of his-
tory in the church, and find cause to bless God for raising up his servant
Hezekiah in such a time for the recovery of the land from idols, let you
and I have our thoughts exercised in the contemplation of the mercies
we are called to in the free, and full, and seasonable enjoyment of our
gospel ordinances under the rich profusion of the means of grace the
Lord our God hath reserved to us. Are we as a nation, as a people,
better than our fathers? Have we merited the blessings we possess in
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- our hallowed things? "Are we not gone away in a thousand instances
from his sacred word, from the love of his truth; from the grand distin-
guishing doctrines of the gospel; from the love of ordinances and from
a well-grounded confidence in him? And doth the Lord amidst all our
provocations, still preserve to us those best of all privileges, our sacred
things, our sabbaths; his holy word and ordinances. Oh then, let the
example of Hezekiah and his people stir us up to an earnest, hearty, and
sineere return to the Lord. Let us send out missionaries to the various
kingdoms of the earth, as he did his posts to Israel, and invite all ranks
and orders of people to come to Jesus, And oh! let our return to the
Lord be with an eye to the person, blood, and righteousness of Jesus.
He is our passover, he is our peace, our propitiation, our altar, our sa-
crifice, our righteousness, our all. Yes! blessed Jesus! thou art di-
vinely prepared and graciously furnished by God our Father, a suited Sa-
'viour for fallen, sinful men. Sweetly and secretly in thy person are hid
all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge : and in thy finished work the
life, safety, present peace, and everlasting happiness of thy people is con-
tained. Lord! to whom shall we go but unto thee, thou hast the words
of eternal life. 'Thou art our passover sacrificed for us. In thee, and
on thee, we would keep an everlasting feast. And oh! do thou bless us
as a High Priest of our calling, and may our God and Father answer it,
and confirm it in heaven his dwelling place, the habitation of his holi-
ness and his glory.
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CHAP. XXXI.

CONTENTS. -

_ The prosecution of Hezekial's history is carvied on in this chapter,
He puts down the remains of idolatry. The character of Hezekiah in
ks sincerity is briefly spoken of. .
l OW when all this was finished, all Israel that

were present went out to the cities of Judah,
and brake the images in pieces, and cut down the
groves, and threw down the high places and the
altars out of all Judah and Benjamin, in Ephraim
also and Manasseh, until they had utterly destroy-
cd them all. Then all the children of Israel re-
turned, every man to his possession, inta their own
cities. .

This chapter opens in a delightful aceount of what followed the great
festival Hezekiah and the people had observed. Reader! I know not
what your view of things may be; but I confess that I love to see the
Lord’s days followed up with gracious days through the week. Itis a
pity, methinks, when the sabbath is past that the impressions of it should
be over. Oughit not the sweet savor of the sanctuary to be as oint-

ment poured forth in all we say or do; that the world as well as our
own hearts may know that we have been with Jesus? The captivity of

Vor, I, 4B
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Israel and Judah, in this one case of destroying the remains of idolatry,
became a convincing proof how sincere they were in what they bhad em-
barked. I do not presume to say as much, but yet I venture to think
that this remnant of Israel, which came up to Judah upon this solemn
occasion, were led there by the Lord; and if so, were of the Lord’s se-
cret ones pleserved amidst the rubbish bastening to captivity. It is
worthy the Reader’s observation, that the prophet Tsaiah who myinistered
durlng the reign of Hezekiah, as well as before him, spake of this de-
struction of idols. And though no doubt the great feature of this man’s

prediction painted gospel times, yet not without an eye to the present
circumstances also.. Isaiah ii. 20.

2 And Hezekiah. appointed the courses of the
priests and the Levites after their courses,” every
man according to his service, the priests and Le-
vites for burnt offerings and for peace offerings, to
minister, and to give thanks, and to praise in the
gates of the tents of the Lorp.

3 He appointed also the king’s portion of his
substance for the burnt offermgs, to wit, for the
morning and evening burnt offerings, and the burnt
offerings for the sabbaths, and for the new moons,
and fm the set feasts, as #¢ s written in the law of
the Lorbp.

4 Moreover he commanded the people that
dwelt in Jerusalem to give the portion of the
priests and the Levites, that they might he encou-
raged in the law of the Lorbp.

5 And as soon as the commandment came
abroad, the children of Israel brought in abun-
dance the firstfruits of corn, wine, and oil, and

* honey, and of all the increase of the field ; and the

tithe of all zhings brought théy in abundantly

6 And concerning the children of Israel and Ju-
dah, that dwelt in “the cities of Judah, they also
brought in the tithe of oxen and sheep, and the
tithe of holy things which were consecrated unto

‘the Lorbp their (yod and laid them by heaps.

7 In the third month they began to lay the

foundation of the heaps, and ﬁmshed them in the
seventh month
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8 And when Hezekiah and the princes came
and saw the heaps, taey blessed the LORD and his
people Israel.

9 Then Iezckiah questioned with the priests
and the Levites concerning the heaps.

10 And Azariah the chicf priest of the house
of Zadok answered him, and said, Since the people
began to bring the oftermds into the house of the
LORD, we have had enmwh to eat, and have left
plenty: for the Lorp hath blessed his people ;
and that which is left s this great store.

11 € Then Hezekiah commanded to prepare
chambers in the house of the Lorp; and they
prepared them,

12 And brought in the offerings and the tithes
and the dedicated things falthfully over which
Cononiah the Levite was ruler, and Shimei his
brother was the next.

13 And Jehiel, and Azaziah, and Nahath, and
Asahel, and Jerimoth, and Jozabad, and Eliel,
and Ismachiah, and Mahath, and Benaiah, wcre
overseers under the hand of Cononiah and Shimei
his brother, at the commandment of Hezekiah the
king, and Azariah the ruler of the house of God.

14 And Kore the son of Imnah the Levite, the
porter toward the east, was over the freewill offer-
ings of God, to distribute the oblations of the
LORD, and the most holy things.

15 And next him were den and Miniamin,
and Jeshua, and Shemaiah, Amarlah and Sheca«
niah, in the cities of the priests, in their set office,
to give to their brethren by courses, as well to the
great as to the small;

16 Beside their genealogy of males, from three
- years old and upward, even unto every one that en-
tereth into the house of the Lorp, his daily por-"
tion for their service in thexr charges according to

their courses :
4B 3
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17 Both to the genealogy of the priests by the
house of their fathers, and the Levites from twen-
ty years old and upward, in their charges by their
courses; ,

18 And to the genealogy of all their little ones,

their wives, and their sons, and their daughters,

through all the congregation : for in theirset office
they sanctified themselves in holiness.

19 Also of the sons of Aaron the priest, whiek
were 1n the fields of the suburbs of their cities, in
every several city, the men that were expressed by

name, to give portiouns to all the males among the
priests, and to all that were reckoned by genealo-

gies among the Levites.

The liberal supply which both the king and people made for the

maintenance of the priests and Levites, is another proof how much the
service of the sanctuary lay in the hearts of the people. Those only
can have a real sense of the value of ordinances who have been deprived
of them, I cannot pass over this long account of the liberality of the
people towards their priests, without remarking the grateful conduct of
Azariah the chief priest upon the occasion. We have not only had
enough to eat (said he) but we have left plenty. It were devoutly to
be wished that while the people are liberal to their ministers, all mi-
nisters were liberal to them. An idle priest is of all characters the
most odious.* And what Paul hath said of men in general, ought in 2
most special manner to be followed up in law concerning the supposed
servants of the sanctuary; If any will not work neither should he eats
2 Thess. iii. 10,

20 € And thus did Hezekiah throughoutall Ju-
dah, and wr ought that which was 0food and right
and truth befoxe the Lorbp his God

21 And in every work that he began in the ser-
vice of the house of God, and in the law, and in the
commandments, to seek his God, he did i with all

his heart, and prospered. :

This is but a short account of Hezekial’s character, yet is it a very -
precious one. What he did was with a single eye to the glory of God.
Reader! it is a great thing to have a heart not divided. Few know
what this means. The Lord gives an account what it means when he
saith concerning Israel; HMe is an empty vine; he bringeth forth fruit.
unjo himself; their heart is divided, Hoseax. 1, 2.
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REFLECTIONS.

I pAss over several otherwise interesting reflections which this chap-
ter ministereth unto in the zeal of Hezekiah and the people to put
idolatry out of the land, in order to attend to what the Holy Ghost
hath here so largely dwelt upon, the liberality of the people providing
for their clergy, and the faithfulness of the clergy in the moderate use
of the good things of God's providence, and their zeal and services in
the Lord's work among the people. In whatever character the mi-
nisters of Jesus are considered as servants and labourers, as watchmen
or stewards, they are uniformly held forth as éxercising a most solemn
and awful office, for the faithful account of which they are responsible’
at the judgment-seat of God. TVe waich (saith one of them, well
taught in divine things) for your souls, as they that must give account,
thut we may do it with joy, and not with grief. Called to the great
work and labor of the ministry; solemnly engaged in it; intrusted by
the Lord with the charge of his word, his people, 'his house, his ordi-
nances, and family; the grand object should be how to promote his
glory in the salvation of men; and by every means in their power to
win souls unto Christ. Every faithful servant is bound to advance his
Lord’s interests. How much more every faithful servant of Jesus, in
that the salvation of the souls of poor perishing sinners is so intimate-
ly connected with the glory of his master. Oh! Lord Jesus! do thou
in compassion to the perishing state of sinners all around, call such to |
thy service whose heaits, like thine own, may be moved with compas-
sion in the contemplation of a lost world. Aud to those whom thou
hast called, or shalt call, be pleased to give the sweet communi~
cations of thy Holy Spint. Make them more anxious to win souls
to Jesus than to win kingdowms to themselves. And let the same
gracious frame of mind mark all thy sent servants, which the apostle,
Paul felt when he could and did appeal to his people, and say, [ will
a0t be burdensome to you, for I seck not yours, but you. 2 Cor.
i, 14, ‘ ,

—————

CHAP. XXXII.

CONTENTS.

In this chapter we arrive in point of kistory to the close of Heze-
kiak’s life and reign. He meets with a sharp trial in the approach of
the Assyrian army. His sickness and death. Manasseh his son suc-
ceeds him in 'the throne.

FTIER these things, and the establishment
. thereof, Sennacherib king of Assyria came,
and entered into Judah, and encamped against the
fenced cities, and thought to win them for him-

self.
We have the history of this war so much more fully related in the
2 Kings xviii, and xix. chapters, that I shall have only fo.notice some

.
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few points not mentioned there, and then refer the Reader wholly to
that account both in the sacred text and in the commentary. There is
u great beawty in the opening of this chapter, concerniug the exercisc of
the minds of Hezekiah and his people by this Assyrmu. Afiu Lhesé
things and the establishment thereof ; that is, after Hezekiah had thus
cleansed the sanetuary and the land of idolatry. In the first view of
thiugs one might have thought, that now he and his people would have
sat down under the blessing of the Iord, and all would be peace and
happiness. Reader! do not fuil to maik from it that God’s people
miust be'an exereised people Our Loid’s motto, which all bis soldiers
should wear in their baoner is, In the world ye shall have tribulation.
In me ye shall have peace. John avi. 33.

2 And when Hezekiah saw that Sennacherib
was come, and that he was pmposed to fight
adamst Jerusalem, -

3 e took counsel with his princes and his
mighty men to stop the waters of the fountains
which were without the city: and:they did help
him:

4 So there was gathered much people together,
who stopped all the fountains, and the brook that
ran through the midst of the land, saying, Why
should the kings of Assyria come, and find m..ch
water?

-5 Also hestrengthened himself, and built up all
the wall that was broken, aid rajsed ¢ up to the
towers, and another wall without, and repaired
Millo in the city of David, and made darts and
shields in abundance.

6 And he set captains of war ‘over the people,
and gathered them together to him in the street
of the gate of the city, “and spake comfortably to
them, saying,

7 Be strong and COUI'aO”COLIS, be not afraid nor
dismayed for the king of Assyria, nor for all the
multitude that thh bhim: for there be more with
us‘than with him:

8 With him zs an arm of flesh; but with us zs
the Lorp our God to help us, and to fight our
battles. And the people rested themselves upon
the words of Hezekiah king of Judah. :

-
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This is an interesting account of the plan Hezekiah pursued against
the invader; and which is not related to us in the parallel history in the
book of the Kings. Put what I most admire is Hezekial's faith in the
Lord, and by which he animated the minds of his people. Reader! it
is one of the highest acts of faith to lean upon Jesus as the Father’s sal-
vation, when matters are most unpromising in ourselves,

-9 After this did Sennacherib king of Assyria
send his servants to Jerusalem, (but he himself luid
siege against Lachish, and all his power with him)
unto Iezekiah king of Judah, and unto all Ju-

dah that were at Ju asalem, saying, ,

It is remarkable that about this time great revolutions were accom-
plishing in the earth. Rome, the mistress of the world as she after- -
wards became, was about this period built by Romulus, of whom pro-
fane historians speak so largely; and which indeed I should not have
mentioned in this place, but for the part which the church of God in
the days of our Lord had to do with it. Rome at this time begun in
its infancy. Seven hundred years after she was arrived at her plenitade,
when the Lord Jesus Christ was born,

10 Thus saith Sennacherib king of Assyria,
Whercon do ye trust, that ye abide in the siege in
Jerusalem ?

11 Doth not Hezekiah persuade you to give
over yourselves to die by famine and by thlrst
saying, The Lorp our God shall deliver us out of
the hand of the king of Assyria?

12 Hath not the same Hezekiah taken away
his high places and his altars, and commanded Ju-
dah and Jerusalem, saying, Ye shall worship be-
fore one altar; and burn incense upon it?

13 Know ye not what I and my fathers have
done unto all the people of other lands? were the
gods of the nations of those lands any ways able to
deliver their lands out of mine hand ?

14 Who was there among all the gods of those
nations that my fathers utterly destroyed that
could deliver his people out of mine hand, that
your God should be able to deliver you out of
mine hand?

15 Now therefore let not Hezekiah deceive you,
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nor persuade you on this manner, neither yet be-
{ieve him: for no God of any nation or kingdom
was able to deliver his people out of mine hand,
and out of the hand of my fathers: how much less
shall your God deliver you out of mine hand ?

16 And his servants spake yet more against the
Lorp God, and against his servant Hezekiah.

17 He wrote also letters to rail on the Lorp
- God of Israel, and to speak against him, saying,
As the gods of the nations of other lands have not
delivered their people out of mine hand, so shall
not the god of Hezekiah deliver his people out of
mine hand.

18 Then they cried with a loud voice in the
Jew’s speech unto the people of Jerusalem that .
were on the wall, to affright them, and to trou-
ble them; that they might take the city.

19 And they spake against the God of Jerusa-
lem, as against the gods of the people of the earth,
which were the work of the hands of man.

20 And for this cause Hezekiah the king, and
the prophet Isaiah the son of Amoz, prayed and
cried to heaven. -

21 9 And the Lorp sent an angel which cut
off all the mighty men of valour, and the leaders
and captains in the camp of the king of Assyria.
So he returned with shame of face to his own
land. And when he was come into the house of
his god, they that came forth of his own bowels
slew him there with the sword. ~

22 Thus the Lorp saved Iezekiah and the in-
habitants of Jerusalem from the hand of Senna-
cherib the king of Assyria, and from the hand of
all other, and guided them on every side.

23 And many brought gifts unto the Lorp to
Jerusalem, and presents to Hezekiah king of Ju-
dah: so that he was maguified in the sight of all.
nations from thenceforth.
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By this time Israel had been carried away captive. And Sennacherib
thought to do the same by Judah. The Holy Ghost hath considered
this part of the church’s history so important, as to cause three records
to be made of it. In the 2nd book of the Kings, chap. xviii. 19. in
this place of the Chronicles; and by the prophecy of Isaiah, chap. xxxvi.
—xxix. Let the Reader remark the mighty contrast between the
horrid blasphemy and the impiety of Sennacherib and his army, and the
piety and faith of Hezekiah and his people. And let the Reader
mark the sequel in the deliverance of his servants, and the total ruin of
his foes.

24 € In those days Hezekiah was sick to the
death, and prayed unto the Lorp : and he spake
unto him, and he gave him a sign.

We have here the Lord’s servant under another trial, that of sick-
ness. Sweet are all the exercises of God’s people when sanctified.
The event of this is more particularly related, 2 Kings xx. Isaiah
XXXVl

25 But Hezekiah rendered not again according
to the benefit done unto him; for his heart was lift-
ed up: therefore there was wrath upon him, and
upon Judah and Jerusalem.

26 Notwithstanding Hezekiah humbled himself
for the pride of his heart, both he and the inhabi-
tants of Jerusalem, so that the wrath of the Lorp
came not upon them in the days of Hezekiah.

27 And Hezekiah had exceeding much riches
and honour: and he made himself treasuries for
silver, and for gold, and for precious stones, and
for spices, and for shields, and for all manner of
pleasant jewels ;

28 Storehouses also for the increase of corn,
and wine, and oil; and stalls for all manner of
beasts, and cotes for flocks.

29 Moreover he provided him cities, and pos-
sessions of flocks and herds in abundance : for God
had given him substance very much.

30 This same Hezekiah also stopped the upper
water course of Gihon, and brought it straight
down to the west side of the city of David. And
Hezekiah prospered in all his works.

31 Howbeit in the business of the ambassadors of
Vou. 111, 4C " y
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the prmces of Babylon, who sent unto him to en-
quire of the wonder that was dore in the land, God
left him, to try himn, that he might know all that
was 10 his beart. ' |

The Holy Ghost hath been pleased to glve us in those Chromcles 1he
most interesting account concerning Hezekiah i the causes of his_trials,
and which the other records, though relating the historical p1rt more
coptouslv, have not done. . The L|<.nd des;gn was to shew Hezekldb
what was in his heart, The miracle God had wrought in the dldl
of Ahaz, suffered to go back ‘so many decrrees, wis 'thie woildet done
in the land. And as the Assyrians foohshly worshipped: the_ sun,: pro-
bably Hezekiah vaunted himself pot a little on this accounts Be, this
as it may, certain it is, that thé Lord thus humbléd hisservant; in' order
to bring him acquamted svitli“the redil sfate of hig lieart, 48 it Wiks i in‘the
sight of God. Reader! do‘not let this*part o‘f‘HPzeklé,h’b lnsf’ory pass
before you without your miaking ‘the suitableimprovénients’ fiom it.
What doth it shew but this, that all men, the best of men, are but
men full of infirmities, and néthing.to. beast of BeforgiGod.;} s’Ola' pre-
cious Jesus! whenever we look, to whomsoevex we direct our researches,
where shall we find any but thee that art Holy, hamllués uhde léd se-
parate from: :sipners, and witheut guile? .

32 9 Now the rest of the acts of Hukima«h vand
his goodness; behdld, they are wiitten in thé vision
of Tsaiah the pr oph@t ‘the son of Amnzr zmd iint the
book’ of the: kingsrof:Judah and Israeb:t

33 Abd Hezekial slept with' bls*fa!ther% and
they : blaried. him “in -the . chiefest *of the' sepul-
chres of the sons of David: anidkil:Judah and the
inhabitants of Jerusalem did. i honour at his
death. - And Manasseh his’ son 1ewned m lns

stead. :

Here’s the end of Hezekiah, which forins the fma! end of a!‘! - ‘Dust
thou art, and unto dust shalt theu veturn. .But the memory of the just
is éles.se(l ! ; ) N o L

_.-——Qm_—:; y ,...._V
RFILECYIO’\S

So royal a character % Hezekiah, arid Linecmlfy af'(r the view we
have had before of his father :Ahaz, demands our.thaukfidaess to the
God of our mercies, who maketh one to. cuffer from another, and by
his grace forms all the difference between ilie precions and ihe vile.

And while we look at Hezekialy, ‘let us not overlook-all the offspritg of
Jesus, our almighty king. Is il not he that bath begotten us:to this
royal state, and made all his children kings and priests to: God and the
Tather! Think, believer, what an bououwd what a mwl sfale you are
new born to in Christ Jesus! he hath made us (saith afn aposhe) par-

N
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lakers of the divine rature, having escaped the corruption that is in the
world through lust. You are called to a princely service also; for his
service is perfect freedom. *And how noble is the clothing of the king’s
daughter, which is «ll glorious within. How royal their state; how
truly kingly their dignity, which ure born, not of blood, nor of the will
of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of Ged. Hail! thou holy,
blessed, royal Lord Jesus! by whose compleat salvation we are thus be-
gotten to the privilege of children of God, heirs of God, and joint-heirs
with Christ. Oh! for grace to live up to our high and glorious privi-
legas.  Beloved ! now are we the sons of God! and it doth not appear
what we shell be; but we know that when he shall appear we shall be-
like him, for we shall see him as he is. And every man that hath this
lope in ham purifieth himself even as he is pure. 1 John iii, 1, 2.

CHAP. XXXIIIL

o CONTENTS.

We enter in this chapter upon the history of the reign of Manassek;
and a most wicked reign it proved. He is carried into Babylon. In
prison his keart is changed. He is liberated from prison. At his
death he is succeeded by Aminon his son. He dies also, and Josiah his
son becomes his successor. : )

R I ANASSEH was twelve years old when he
1V began to reign, and he reigned fifty and five
years in Jerusalem : )

2 But did that which was evil in the sight of the
Lorp, like unto the abominations of the heathen,
whom the Lorp had cast out before the children
of Israel. : ‘

3 For he built again the high places which He-
zekiah his father had broken down, and he reared
up altars for Baalim, and made groves, and wor-
shipped all the host of heaven, and served them:

4 Also he built altars in the house of the Lornp,
whereof the Lorp had said, In Jerusalem shall my
name be for ever.

5 And he built altars for all the host of hea-
ven in the two courts of the house of the Lorp.

6 And he causcd his children to pass through
the fire in the valley of the son of Hitnom: also
he observed times, and used enchantments,
and used . witchcraft, and dealt with a fami-

4C 2
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har spirit, and with wizards: he wrought much
evil in the sight of the Lorbp, to provoke him to
anger.

7 And he set a carved image, the idol which he
had made, in the house of God, of which God had
said to David and to Solomon his son, In this
house, and 1n Jerusalem, which I have chosen be-
fore all the tribes of Israel, will I put my name for
ever: »

8 Neither will I any more remove the foot of
Israel from out of the land which I have appointed
for your fathers; so that they will take heed to do
all that I have commanded them, according to the
‘whole law and the statutes and the ordinances by
the hand of Moses.

'9 So Manasseh made Judah and the inhabitants
of Jerusalem to err, and to do worse than the hea-
then, whom the Lorp had destroyed before the
children of Israel,

10 And the Lorp spake to Manasseh, and to

his people: but they would not hearken.

We had this history of Manasseh before, and with so little variety,
that 1 think it unnecessary to dwell upon it. See 2 Kings xxi. Never,
surely, was there a record more painful to go over. What an awful

picture doth this man hold forth of the desperately wicked state of the
human heart?

11 §) Wherefore the Lorp brought upon them
the captains of the host of the kmg of Assyria,
which took Manasseh among the thorus, and bound
him with fetters, and carried him to Babylon.

12 § And when he was in affliction, he be-
sought t'.e Lorp his God, and humbled himself
gr eaf‘ before the God of his fathers,

» And prayed unto him: and he was intreated
hlm, and heard his supplication, and brought
nim again to Jerusalem into his kingdom. Then
Manasseh knew that the Lorp he was God.
14 Now after this he built a wall without the

N ~
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city of David, on the west side of Gihon, in the
valky, even to the entering in at the ﬁsh gate,
and compassed about Ophd and raised it up a
very great height, and put captains of war in

all the fenced cities of Judah.

The most remarkable circumstance here related is, that the change
wrought upon Manasseh is not so much as mentioned in the parallel
hlstory in Kings. It hath afforded great comfort, and no doubt en-
couragement, to many a sinner. And therefore probably the Holy
Ghost thought proper to have it recorded. Reader! let you and I
make this use of it, and behold in it what grace can do; what mercy
there is in God; what efficacy in the blood and righteousness of Jesus;
and what power in the work of God the Holy Ghost. Here, surely,
that sweet scripture was fully proved, where sin abounded grace did
much more abound. Romw. v. 20. And however high and aggravated
the transgressions of our nature are, almighty grace will yet as infinitely
transcend our offences as the heavens are higher than the earth.

15 And he took away the strange gods and
the idol out of the house of the Lorp, and all
the altars that he had built in the mount of the
house of the Lorp, and in Jerusalem, and cast
them out of the city.

16 And he repaired the altar of the Lorbp, and
sacrificed thereon peace offerings, and thank offer~
ings, and commanded Judah to serve the Lorp
God of Israel.

17 Nevertheless the people did sacrifice still in
the high places, yef unto the Lorp their God only.

18 N ow the rest of the acts of Manasseh, and
his prayer unto his God, and the words of the seers
that spake to him in the name of the Lorp God of
Israel, behold, they are written in the book of the
kings of Israel.

19 His prayer also, and how God was intreated
of him, and all his sins, and his trespass, and the
places wherem he built high places, and set up
groves and graven images, before he was hum-
bled: behold, they are written among the sayings
of the seers.

20 So Manasseh slept with his fathers, and they
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buried him in his own house : and Amon his son
reigned in his stead.

There is a prayer among the books of the apociypha said to be this
prayer of- Manasseh. But the matter is- questionable. Happy is it to

observe, that a life which begun so u]promisinv did yet tind mercy
from the Lord. ~

21 9 Amon was two and twenty years old when
he began to reign, and reigued two years in Je-
rusalem.

- 22 But he did that which was evil in the sight of
the Lorp, as did Manasseh his father: for Amon:
sacrificed unto all the carved images which Ma-
nasseh his father bad made, and ser Ved them ;

29 And humbled not himself before the Lornp,
as Manasseh his father had humbled himself; but
Amon txeapassed more and more.

24 And his servants conspired against him, and
slew him in his own house.

- 25 4] But the people of the land slew all them
that had conspired against king Amon; and the
people -of the land made J031a1 his son king in

his stead.

: Thie short, sinful, and unworthy life of Aminon, terminating as it did
by a violent death opens but little subject for meditation. Alas! how
wretched and hopeless for the most part are all such men. How hath
the Psalinist marked them, and how true a portrait hath he drawn.
Yet alitile while and the wicked shall not be; yea, thou shalt diligently
consider his place, and it shall not be. Psalm xxxvii. 10.

e
REFLECTIONS.

My soul! in the contemplation of such characters as are here repre-
sented, behold the awful situation of the wicked. How by sin they de-
stroy themselves, ruin their friends, involve their dearest connections in
evil, and beginning in sin, for- the most part termindte their existence in
vauity and vexation of spirit. But think,- my soul, what a miracle of
grace must it be, when any like Manassch are delivered out of the snare
of the devil, who were taken captive by him at his will. Surely none
will venture to dispute here the sovereignty of grace, or ‘to put that
down to man’s free will.which can belong to none but the undeserved,
unsmwht for, unexpected, wercy of (‘od m Christ. And hast thou,
Lord, brought my soul out of the prison house, out of Satan’s unplre,
and washed me from my sins. in thy blood! Liast. thousmade ine a xich
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artaker of the grace which is in Christ Jesus! Oh! blessed, for ever
lessed, be the means in affliction like Manasseh’s, and yet more blessed

be the God of the means, who remembered me i ‘my low estate, Jor
kis mercy endureth for ever. - ~

CHAP. XXXIV.
CONTENTS.

This chapter brings us acquainted with the reign of Josiah. : He de—
stroyeth idolatry ; repaireth the temple; the hook, of the law being
Jound in.the house of the Lord, Josiak causeth u to be read.: ‘The Imw
reneweth the covenant.

JOSIAH was elo‘ht years old When he began
to reign, and he Aewned in. Jeru»ale-m one: and
thirty years. Pu 8

2 And he did that wlnck was no“ht in the Sl(’l)t
of the Lorp, and walked in the ways of David
his father, and declined neitherto the right hand, nor
to the left.

The parallel history of this we have, 2 Kings xxiii. to wluch I refer
the Reader, and for shortness sake shall only call the atténtion of the
Reader to such points in the: history as were not noticed 'in; that,

‘3 9 For in the eighth year of his reign, while
he was yet young, he began'to seek after the God
‘of David his father : and in the twelfth year he be-
gan to purge Judah and Jerusalem from the high
placei, and the groves, and the carved images, and
the molten images. ‘

4 And they brake down the altars of Badhm in
his presence; and the images that were on high
above them, he cut down ; and the groves, and thc

carved images, and the molten images, hebrakein
pieces, and made dust of them, and strowed it upon
the graves of them that had sacuﬁced unto
them
5 And he burnt the bones of the priests upon
then altars, and cleansed Judah and Jerma-—
lem.

6 And so did ke in the cities of Manasseh, aml
Ephraim, and Simeon, even unto Napbthalx, with
their mattocks round about
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7 And when he had broken down the altars and

the groves, and had heaten the graven images into

powder, and cut down all the idols throughout all

the land of Israel, he returned to Jerusalem.

The younger part of his reign no doubt was agreeable to his child-
hood, but very tender and imperfect in divine things; 'yet what an iute-
resting account the Holy Ghost hath given of Josiah, in that while he
was yet young we are told, he began to seek after the God of David his
father. What an unspeakable mercy it is, and I cannot forego the op-
portunity which here presents itself of noficing it, that in this land of
bibles our children are from their youngest years taught, as far as the
outward teaching of the scriptures can lead, the things which eoncern
the Lord God of our fathers. O thou Holy Spirit! whose gracious of-
fice it is to illumine the understanding withm; do thou condescend to
be the Almighty teacher of our youth, and let the rising generation
be a seed to seek the Lord, and to serve the Lord from their earliest
years.

8 9 Now in the eighteenth year of his reign,
when he had purged the land, and the house, he
sent Shaphan the son of Azalialy, and Maaseiah the
governor of the city, and Joah the son of Joahaz
the recorder, to repair the house of the Lorp his
God.

I admire the expression, the Lord Ais God. yA‘s if it meant to say,
that young as Josiah was, he had now acquired a knowledge of his own
personal interest in the covenant of the Lord. And what was this but
the covenant of redemption in Jesus? Gen. xii. 3. The Holy Ghost
* hath expressly shewn this, when he saith by his servant the apostle, that
the gospel was then preached unto Abraham when he said, in thee
(that is) in thy seed, and which seed is Christ, skall all nations be
Dlessed. Gal. i, 8. ii. 16. ‘

9 And when they came to Hilkiah the high
priest, they delivered the money that was brought
into the hoase of God; which the Levites that kept
the doors had gathered of the hand of Manasseh
and Ephraim, and of all the remnant of Israel, and
of all Judah and Benjainin; and they returned to
Jerusalem. )

10 Aud they put 2/ in the hand of the workmen
that had the oversight of the house of the Lorp,
and they gave it to the workmen.that wrought in
the house of the Lorp, to repair and amend the
house : :
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11 Even to the artificers and builders gave they
it, to buy hewn stone, and timber for couplings,
and 1o floor the houses which the kings of Judah
had destroyed. ‘

12 And the men did the work faithfully: and
the overseeers of them were Jahath and Obadiah,
the Levites, of the sons of Merari; and Zechariah
and Meshuallam, of the sons of the Kohathites, to-
set it forward; and other of the Levites, all that
could skill of instruments of musick.

13 Also they were over the bearers of burdens,
and were overseers of all that wrought the work in
any manner of service: and of the Levites there

were scribes, and officers, and porters.

I admire the fidelity and honesty of those workmen who did the
work faitbfully, and with whom the money was intrusted. How de-
lightful a thing it is to have gracious men about us, in whom we can
confide. Well might David say, Mine eyes shall be upon the faithful
of the land, that they may dwell with me. Psm. ci. 6.

14 And when they brought out the money that
was brought into the house of the Lorp, Hilkiah
the priest found a book of the law of the Lorp
given by Moses.

15 And Hilkiah answered and said to Shaphan
the scribe, I have found the book of the law in the
bouse of the Lorp. And Hilkiah delivered the
book to Shaphan.

16 And Shaphan carried the book to the king,
and brought the king word back again, saying,
All that was committed to thy servants, they do
at. . :
17 And they have gathered together the money
that was found in the house of the Lorp, and have
delivered it into the hand of the overseers, and to
the hand of the workmen.

18 Then Shaphan the scribe told the King, say-
ing, Hilkiah the priest hath given me a book.
And Shaphan read it before the king.

19 And it came to pass, when the king had
Vour. III. 4D
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heard the words of the law, that he rent his
clothes.

20 And the king commanded Hilkiah, and Abi-
kam the son of Shap han, and Abdon the son of
Micah,"and Shaphan the scnbe and Asaiah a ser-
vant of the king’s, saying,

21 Go, enquire of the Lorp for me, and for
them that are left in Israeland in Judah, concern-
ing the words of the book that is found : for great
ts the wrath of the Logp that is poured out upon
us, because our fathers have not kept the word of
the Lorp, to do after all that is written in this
book.

22 And Hilkiah, and they that the king had ap-.
pointed, went to Huldah the prophetess, ‘the wife
of Shallum the son of Tikvath, the son of Hasrah,
keeper of the wardrobe; (now she dwelt in Jeru-
salem in the college:) and they spake to her to
that effect.

93" And she answered them, thus saith the
Lorp God of Israel, Tell ye the man that sent
you to me,

24 'Thus saith the Lorp, Behold, I will bring
evil upon this place, and upon the inhabitants
thereol, even all the curses that are written in the
book which they have read before the kmg of Ju-
dah

- 25 Because they have foroal\en me, and have
burned incense unto other gods, that they might
provoke me to anger with all the works of their
bands; theéreforé“my wrath shall be poured out
upon this place, and shall not be quenched.

36 And'as for the king of Judaly, who sentyou
to enquire of the Lorp; 56 shall ye say unto him,
Thus sith the Lowp God bf Isr.ael concer ning the
-words which thou' hast heard ; :

[ .&7 Begause‘thme heart was tender,and thou dxdst
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humble thyself before God, when thou heardest
his words against this place, and against the inha-
bitants thereof, and humbledst thyself before me,
and didst rend thy clothes, and weep before me;
I have even heard thee also, saith the Lorp.

28 Behold, T will gather thee to thy fathers, and
thou shalt be gathe red to thy grave in peace, nei-
ther shall thine eyes see. all “the evil that T will
bring upon this place, and upon the inhabitants of
the same. So they brought the king word again.

29 € Then the kmor sent and gather ed to-
gether all the elders of Judah and Jerusalem.

‘30 And the king went up into the house of the
Logrp, and all the men of Judah, and the inhabi~
tants of Jerusalem, and the priests and the Le-
vites, and all the people, great and small: and he
read in their ears all the words of the book -of
the covenant that was found in the house of the
Lorp.

31 And the king stood in-his place, and made
covenant before the Lorp, to walk after the
Lo=p, and to keep his commandments, and his -
testimcmies, and his statutes, with all his heart,
and with all his soul, to perform the words of the
covenant which are written in this book: -

32 And he caused all that were presentin Jeru-
salem and Benjamin to stand fo 2.  And the inha-
bitants of Jerusalem did according to the covenant
of God, the God of their fathers.

33 And Josiah took away all the abominations
out of all the countries that pertained to the chil~
dren of Israel, and made all that were present in
Israel to serve, even to serve the Lorp their God.
And all his days they departed not from following
the Lorp, the God of their fathers.

The relation here given so much corresponds to what was before res
lated, 2 Kings, that T think it necessary only to direct the Reader to
look back, and consult what was there said, in our humble com-
mentary upon it. I would only in addition remark, that if the discovery

4D 2
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of the book of the Iz produced such effects upon the minds of the king -
and the people, what ought the perpetual use of the book of the gospel
to have upon the minds of men in the present day? Surely we shall
be of all men most inexcusable if we neglect so great salvaticn. Reader!
how stands the word of God in your estimatior, and what are the ef-
fects wrought in your heart from the perusal of it! 1s it your meditation
all the day; and can you say as one of old did, Mine eyes prevent the
night walches, that I might meditate on thy word. Psm. cxix. 1438,
How delightful a view have we of the prophet in his love of God’s word,
when he said, thy words were found and I did eat them; and thy word
was unto me the joy and rejoicing of mine heart. Jerem. xv, 10.

B ———— . —cssmsmsamsmed
REFLECTIONS.

READER! let our improvement of this chapter, under the Spirit’s teach-
ing, be to remark from the early call of Josiah to the knowledge of the
Lord God of his fathers, the blessedness of those who are brought betimes
to a saving view of the Lord Jesus Christ, and redemption in his blood.
H is an unspeakable mercy, no doubt, and a miracle of grace, at any pe-
riod, and at any time, when souls are truly converted to Jesus, The la-
Dborers in the vineyard at the sixth, and ninth, and eleventh hour, which
were called and equally recompensed in the close of the day, give usa
rich representation of the free, sovereign grace of our most compassionate
and gracious Father. Surelyit is a very glorious proof of the sovereignty
of God’s love and mercy, when we behold men in the meridian of life,
and in the midst of all their pursuits of business, or of worldly pleasure,
taken aside by the kind hand of the Lord, and brought to the know-
ledge and love of Jesus. And surely the grace of God is magnified in
the conversion of old sinuers, who are grown old in sin as well as years,
and yet the long current and tide of their affections is made to turn at
the command of his voice, who raiseth the dead in trespasses and sins.
But we behold with peculiar loveliness the grace the Lord bestows on
those whose tender years are seasoned with the love of Jesus. Reader!
how doth your experience correspond with either? Hath Jesus, the
anorning star, risen upon your soul? Hath Jesus the day spring from
on high visited you? Can you trace your knowledge of this light and

-life of man, like Josiah, from your youth? Oh! the unspeakable feli-
<ity of knowing him from a child, and becoming acquainted with Jesus

. from our earliest years? What can equal that joy of the soul arising
out of the Lord’s manifestation, when speaking to a believer, as he did to
‘Josiah ; Because thine heart was tender and thou didst humble thyself
before me, I have heard thee also, saith the Lord.

Blessed Jesus! let it please thee to mahe continued manifestations of
thyself to all thy people. Visit our souls in thy word, in thive ordi-
nances, in all thy means of grace, by providences, in blessings, in mercies,
in all thy sovereign appointnents. And as thou hast given us to see thy
beauty, thy loveliness, thy grace, thy suitableness and all-sufficiency;
and won our affections to thy love in the moment of conversion; so,

-‘Lord Jesus, let us day by day have renewed discoveries of thy love, un-
til at length, after the various manifestations and the swect visits which
thou makest us, we are growing up into an increasing knowledge of
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thee, an increasing desire after thee, an increasing confidence in thee,
and an increasing longing for thee and thy glory, thou wilt tuke us
home to thyself to behold thy fair beauties, and to dwell with thee for
ever. Amen,

CIIAP. XXXV.
CONTENTS.

This chapter concludes the history of Josiah. He keeps a solemn pass- A
over. He goes 1o batile at Magiddo, and is slain. Is deeply lamented
at his funeral by his people.

OREOVER Josiah kept a passover unto
the Lorp in Jerusalem: and they killed
the passover on the fourteenth day of the first

month.

The passover which Josiah observed is mentioned in the parallel
history, 2 Kings xxiii; but not so particularly recorded in all the cir-
cumstances of it.  As this solemn service is by the Holy Ghost himself,
through the apostle Paul’s ministry, explained to have been Lypieal of
Jesus, perhaps it would not be unprofitable if we were to muark seme of
the more prominent features with which that service was observed in
the Jewish church in those days of Josiah, by which we shall leara how
highly the Lord prized it as an institution to lead the scul in type and
shadow to the contemplation, by faith, of him who was the substance of
the whole, even the Lord Jesus Christ.

2 And he set the pricsts in their charges, and
encouraged them to the service of the house of
the Lorp, .

3 And said unto the Levites that taught all Is-
rael, which were holy unto the Lorbp, Put the holy
ark in the house which Solomoun the son of David
king of Israel did build; o shall not be a burden
upon your shoulders: serve now the Lorp your
God, and his people Isracl,

4 And prepare yourselves by the houses of your
fathers, after your courses, according to the writing
of David king of Israel, and according to the
writing of Solomon his son. .

5 And stand in the holy place according to -the
divisions of the families of the fa‘hers of your bre-
thren the people, and affer the division of the fa-
milies of the Levites. '



570 .2 CHRONICLES. [cu. xxxv.

6 So kill the passover, and sanctify yourselves, ‘
and prepare your brethren, that #hey may do ac-
cording to the word of the Lorp by the hand of

Moses..

First ; the ministry of the priests and Levites being arranged, we find.:
the placing the ark, taking up the most important concern, as prepara-
tory to the service. Jesus nnust” be first beheld in the believer’s view,
as the grand object of all,—the altar, the sacrifice, and the priests;
for lit is by virtue-of him, and his all-atoning offering, we draw nigh to
God. ' :

7 And Josiah gave to the people, of the flock,
lambs and kids, all for the passover offerings, for
all that were present, to the number of thirty
thousand, and three thouasand bullocks: these were
of the king’s substance.

8 And his princes gave willingly unto the peo=-
ple, to the priests, and to. the Levites: Hilkiah
and-Zechariah and Jehiel, rulers of the house of
God, gave unto the priests for the passover offer-
ings two thousand and six hundred smal/ cattle, and
three hundred oxen. ' ‘

9 Conaniahalso, and Shemaiah and Nethanecl,
his brethren, and Hashabiah and Jehiel and Josa-
bad, chief of the Levites, gave unto the Levites
for passover offerings, five thousand small cattle,
and five hundred oxen.

10 So the service was prepared, and the priests
stood in their place, and the Levites in their

courses, according to the king’s commandment.

The offerings of the people very properly came next in order, prepara-
tory to the service. The Lord will be sanctified in all that draw nigh
unto him. Levit. x. 3.

11 Andthey killed the passover,and the priests
sprinkled the blood from their hands, and the Le-
vites slayed them.’ '

12 And they removed the burnt offerings, that
they might give according to the divisions of the
families of the people, to offer unto the Lorp, as
it ¢s written in the book of Moses. And so did they
with the oxen. ‘
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13 And they roasted the passover with fire ac-
cording to the ordinaiice: but the ofher holy offer-
ings sod they in pots, and in caldrons, and in pans,
and divided themn speedily among all the people.

14 And afterward they made ready for them-
selves, and for the priests : because the priests the
sons of Aaron were busied in offering of burnt of-
ferings and the fat until night; thenu‘orc the Le-
v1tc* prepared for themselves, and for the priests
the sons. of Aaron.

15 And the singers the sons of Asaph were in
their place, accordmg to the commandment of
David, and Asaph,and Ileman, and Jeduthun the
king’s seer; and the porters waifed at every gate;
thu might not dep'ut from their ser \’IL(:‘ for
gheir brethren the Levites prcpared for them.

16 So all the service of the Lorp was prepared
the same day, to keep the passover, and to offer
burnt otferings upou the aitar of the Lorp, ac-
cording to the com mandment of king Josiah.

17 And the children of Isracl that were present
kept the passover at that tune, and the feast of

unleavened bread seven days.

Matters being thus prepared, the service began. And let not the
Reader overlook the cmployment of the priests, who it is said were busied
in offering burnt-offerings and the fat until night. The sufferings of Je~
sus opened at the evening if we take in the garden scene, which as it
formed so interesting a part undoubtedly we must. And the priests
were alone engaged in this service prepsratory to the great day. The
sprinkling of the blood after killing the lamb, were certainly striking cir-
cumstances appoeinted by the Holy Ghost to lead by faith to the Sayj-
our. Indeed every thing in it was typical of the Lord Jesus. A lamb
of the first year, thhout blemish and without spot; the setting it apart
four days hefme' the slaying it and roasting.it whole; and not a bone
of it to be broken; all these were very highly significant of Jesus. And
as the paschal lamb was to he eaten, and wholly eaten, nothing of it
being to be left, what could more decidedly speak in reference to Je-
sus, whp as:Christ, our passover is not to be looked upon only, but by
faith fed upon, and lived apon, and whol]y 05 all hrist, and all in
Chirist, to {vrh a confpleat Saviour's<surely - sich views held forth to the
mm.ch, both at the ormmal fistitution: of it after- ¢oming out. of Egypt,
and now again ia the d'tya of Josjah so fullywrevned at-a period distant
from’ the delivérance ‘ouf of” Edypt of at "least 850 years ;, notfung can
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more fully display the vast importance of the thing itself, and of the sense
in which the Holy Ghost was pleased the church should consider it with
- seference to the body of Jesus Christ in his offering upon the cross for
human sin once for all.

18 And there was no passover like to that kept
in Israel from the days of Samuel the prophet;
neither did ali the kings of Israel keep such a pass-
over as Josiah kept, and the priesis, and the Le-
vites, and all Judah and Israel that weie present,
and the inhabitants of Jerusalem.

19 In the eighteenth year of the reign of Josiah
was this passover kept.

What an high encomium is this in the charaéter of Josiah ! and what
a proof of the faith of Josial’s mind which he had with an eye to
Christ.

20 9 After all this, when Josiah had prepared
the temple, Necho king of Egypt came up to fight
against Charchemish by Fuphrates: and Josiah
went out against him.

21 But he sent ambassadors to him, saying,
What have I todo with thee, thou king of Judah?
I come not against thee this day, but against the
house wherewith I have war: for God commanded
me to make haste: forbear thee from wmeddling
with God, who s with me, that he destroy thee
not.

22 Nevertheless Josiah would not turn his face
from him, but disguised himself, that he might
fight with him, and hearkened not unto the words
of Necho from the mouth of God, and came to
fight in the valley of Megiddo.

23 And the archers shot at king Josiah; and
the king said to his servants, Have me away; for
I am sore wounded.

24 His servants therefore took him out of that
chariot, and put him in the second chariot that he
had; and they brought him to Jerusalem, and he
died, and was buried in one of the sepulchres of his
fathers. And all Judah and Jerusalem mourned

~ for Josiah.
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We have here, as in all men, a shade to the character of Josiah. The
sequel in Josial’s death proves that what Necho, king ofEgypt, told Jo-
siah, was well founded. Such a message therefore he ought to have se-
garded. But Josiah is in this instance a renewed evidence of the uni-
versal corruption of huinan nature.  Where, blessed Jesus, shall we look
but to thee for perfection?

25 9 AndJeremiah lamented for Josiah: and
all the singing men and the singing women spake
of Josiah 1 their lamentations to this day, and
made them an ordinance in Israel: and, behold,
they are written in the lamentations.

26 Now the rest of the acts of Josiah, and his
goodness, according to that which was written in
the law of the Lonbp, , ‘ '

27 And his deeds, first and last, behold, they
are written in the book of the kings of Israel and
Judah.

We have here introduced to us Jeremiah, whose prophetical writings
make so important a part in the sacred canon of scripture. This pio-
phet began his ministry in the 13th year of Josiah, ard continued it un-
til the carrying away of the people iuto Babylon. The character of Jo-
siah cannot be better ascertained than by this lamentation of Judah,
For though the times were so degenerate, yet Josiah was dear to them.

But no doubt the gracious souls lamented his death, in that thev -con-
sidered it as a certain presage that ruin was at hand. The righteous is
taken away (saith the prophet) from the evil to come, Isaiah lvii. 1,

_
REFLECTIONS.

ReapER! in the view of this passover, and the religions observance
of it by the whole kingdom of Judah, let you and I learn ta prize our
gospel privileges. They had the shadow, we have the substance. They
looked to good things to come ; we celebrate mercies fulfilled. They
looked through the passover to redemption by Jesus’s blood; we com-
memorate in the Holy Supper that redemption compleated, and have
our feast upon the sacrifice. Blessed Jesus! thou art the passover, the
sacrifice, the altar, the ark, the whole of all the types under the law.
Tor all pointed to thee, and in thée had their completion. Offered up
upon the altar for our sins a sacrifice to satisfy the justice of God our
Father, thou wert roasted in the flames of his just indignation against
our sins; and thy person hecomes the everlasting nourishment, the
wholesome, saving, healthful food of our souls, the bread of God for
poor sinners, on which they may feed, and feast, and live for ever.
Bread of God, I would cail thee, that camest down from heaven, be thou
my portion now, and to all eternity. On thee would I feed : to thee
would I come, and make thee my passover, not only to preserve me
from the destroying angel, and from the wrath to come, but to he my

Vor, 111, 4 E
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glorious entrance, and my everlasting security, joy, and happiness in the
presence of God for evermore,

CHAP. XXXVI.

CONTENTS.
" This chapter brings us to the conclusion of the Chronicles. Ilere is
contained the history of Jehoahaz, and his being deposed by Pharaoh.
Jerusalem taken. Jehotackin made king. Zedekial's short reign. The
proclamation by Cyrus.

THEN the people of the land took Jehoahaz
the son of Josiah, and made him king in his
father’s stead in Jerusalem. ‘

2 Jehoahazwas twenty and three years old when
he began to reign, and he reigned three months in
Jerusalem.

3 And the king of Egypt put him down at Je-
rusalem, and condemned the land in an hundred
tatents of silver and a talent of gold.

4 And the king of Egypt made Eliakim his
brother king over Judah and Jerusalem, and
turned his name to Jehoiakim. And Necho took

Jehoahaz his brother, and carried him to Egypt.
The very short reign of Jehoahaz furnisheth but little subject of ob-
servation. The time was now hastening when Judab, like Israel, should
cease to be a kingdom. Here is the Egyptian king triumphing over Ju-
dah, putting down one king and setting up another, and changing his
name at his pleasure. Is this God’s Judah? alas! what hath sin wrought !
Here Jeremiah’s account appears to have been marked with truth when
he said, The sin of Judab is written with a pen of iron, Jer. xvii. 1.

5 € Jehoiakim was twenty and five years old
when bhe began to reign, and he reigned eleven
vears in Jerusalem : and he did thar which was evil
in the sight of the Lorp his Gob.

6 Against him came up Nebuchadnezzar king
of Babylon, and bound him in fetters, to carry
him to Babylon.

7 Nebuchadnezzar also carried of the vessels of
the house of the Lorp to Babylon, and put them
1 his temple at Babylon.

8 Now therest of theacts of Jehoiakim, and his
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abominations which he did, and that which was
found in him, behold, they are written in the book
of the kings of Israel and Judah: and Jehoiachin
his son reigned in his stead.

Though this king reigned longer than his brother, even to eleven years,
yet it should seem it was more at the pleasure of the king of Babylon
than from any real power or authority he himself possessed. His iaking
him away to Babylon is a proof of it. Poor Judah, to what a miserable
state art thou now reduced!

9 9 Jehoiachin was eight years old when he be-
gan to reign, and he reigned three months and ten
days in Jerusalem: and he did that which was evil
in the sight of the Lorb. l

10 And when the year was expired, king Nebu-
chadnezzar sent, and brought him to Babylon,
with the goodly vessels of the house of the Loxrbp,
and made Zedekiah his brother king over Judah

and Jerusalem.

Here is a three month’s reign, like his uncle; but a period-of evil it
should seem also. Misery and trouble had no effect upon his mind.
And indeed, awful as it is to think, yet the fact is undeniable; if afflic-
tion be not sauctified to soften the heart, it will be sure to harden it.
Those vessels which Nebuchadnezzar dared to cairy away out of the tem-
ple of the Lord, became a dreadful scourge in after times to Belshazzar
his son, See Daniel chapter v. ’ )

11 ¢ Zedekiah was one and twenty years old
when he began to reign, and reigned eleven years
in Jerusalem.

12 And he did that which was evil in the sight of
the Lorp his God, and humbled not himself before
Jeremiah the prophet speaking from the mouth of
the Lorp. S

13 And he also rebelled against king Nebu-
chadnezzar, who had made him swear by God:
but he stiffened his neck, and hardened his heart
from turning unto the Lorp God of Israel.

14 Moreover all the chief of the priests, and
the people, transgressed very much afterall the
abominations of the heathen; and polluted the
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house of the Lorp which he had hallowed in Je-
rusalem.

" 15 And the Lorp God of their fathers sent to
them by his messengers, rising up betimes, and
sending; because he had compassion on his peo-
ple, and on his dwelling place:

16 But they mocked the messengers of God,
and despised his words, and misused his prophets,
until the wrath of the Lorp arose against his
people, till there wus no remedy.

17 'Fherefore he brought upon them the king
of the Chaldees, who slew their young men W1th
the sword in the house of their sanctuar y, and had
1o compassion uwpon young man or maiden, old

"~ man, or him that stooped for age: he gave them
all into his hand.

18 And all the vesscls of the house of God,
great and small, and the treasures of the house of
the Lorp, and the treasures of the king, and of
his princes ; all zhese he brought to Babylon.

19 And they burnt the house of God, and brake
down the wall of Jerusalem, and burnt all the pa-
laces thereof with fire, and destroyed all the goodly
vessels thereof.

20 And them that had escaped ﬁ om the sword
carried he away to Babylon; where they were ser-
vants to him and his sons until the reign;. of the
kingdom of Persia :

21 To fulfil the word of the Lom) by the mouth
of Jeremiah, until the Jand bad enjoyed her.sab-
bath: for as long asshe lay desolate she kept sab—

bath, to fualfil threescore and ten years.

Here we arrive to the sad page of Judah’s history. To enter into a
full detail of this history of the church we musf connect with it the writ-
ings of the prophet Jeremiah. The cliaracter of Zedekiah, and his court,
and servants, is there more fully exhibited in the preaching of the mourn-
ful prophet, .and the sad trcatment he met with from all pames To
this therefore I refer. And it will be highly proﬁtable for the' Reader,
in order to have a clear apprehension of the ministry of the several pro-
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phets, to remember, according to the prefdces of their writings, with
which, for the most part, they open their commission, at what period
of the several kings they ministered. But as I have already marked
this in a distinct page in the very-commencement of this Commen-
tary, where the names of all the books of the Old Testament are set
down according to the order in which they are supposed to have been
wmten, I think it unnecessary to make any further observations upon
them in this place. The history of Judah as a kingdom is now closed,
and the Babylonish captivity begins.

22 € Now in the first year of Cyrus king of
Persia, that the word of the Lorp spoken by the
mouth of Jeremiah might be accomplished, the
Lorb stirred up the spmt of Cyrus king of Persia,
that he madc a proclamation thr ouvhout all his
Kinzdom, and put s also in writing , saying,

23 Thus saith. Cyrus king of “Per sia, All the
kingdoms of the earth hath the Lorp God of
heaven given me; and he hath charged me to
build him an house in Jer usalem, which s in Ju-
dah. Who'is there among you of all his people?
The Lorp his God be thh him, and let him go

-up. .
We have made a long stride in history from the close of the last verse
to the beginning of this: no less than 70 years are at once leaped over.
"To fill up this chasm the Reader must look into the writings of Ezekiel
and Daniel. Those men were carried away captives at the general cap-
tivity and taken to Babylon. And the Lord commxssxoned those servants
of his to carry on the lmtory as far as the spirit of prophiecy, wherewith
their writings abound, would permit, or in fact was necessary. From
this proclamation Ezra begins in the book that bears his name the his-
tory of the church after the return of the people from Babylon. Sweet
it is to see,and highly consolatory and refreshing, that amidst all the de-
s lations of Jerusalem and the bondage of his people, the Lord had his
eye upon them for good. T houqh they were cast down, yet not totally
cast off. Jacob shall still again revive, and Israel be remembered. They
are still beloved for Jesus’ sake, how unworthy scever in themselves.

God hath not cast awayhis people which he foreknew. Jerem. xxix. 11.

And Reader! what a wonder-working God is Israel’s God! Abraham,
the father of the faithful, is called from Ur of the Chaldees, made agreat
nation, and brought into Canaan. And now again his seed are car-
ried back again into Chaldea for their faithlessness and unbelieving.

Oh! the deplh of the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of God!

How unscarchable are his judgments, and his ways past jmdmg out.
Romans xi. 33.
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REFLECTIONS.

Pavst, Reader! and before you close the book of the Chronicles,
which contains a faithful register of events both of men aud things, think
what desolation sin hath introduced into the circumstances of maunkind ;
nay, eveu into the cliureh of God!  Who but must tremble iu the rela-
tion of what is here recorded ! and though here and there, in the cha-
racter of some few gracious souls, we discover that the Lord hath not
left himself without witness, which act as the salt of the earth to pre-
‘serve the whole from universal putrefaction; yet how (as the prophet
speaks) is the gold become dim, and the most fine gold changed!

And Reader! when you have duly contemplated this faithful portrait
of man by nature, turn your eyes and behold what that same nature is
when recovered by ahnighty grace in the person, purchase, blood-cleans-
ing, soul-justifying, and soul-adorning righteousness of God our Saviour.
Yes, blessed Jesus! I would behold thy church, not as it is in itself, but
as it is un'ted to thee, and made all glorious within ; and also comely
without, from thy comeliness whick thou hast put upon it. Didst thou
not at infinite expence, from infinite love, and by infinite power, pur-
chase her to thyself? And dost thou not now watch her, water her
every moment, and keep her night and day, lest any hurt her. Hast
thou not for her unfaithfuluess and departures from thee suffered, in dif-
ferent ages, the wild boar out of the wood to root her up? But in the ~
midst of all thou hast brought her again in, and planted her in thine
holy mountain. There may be, and there will be, the desolations of
threescore years and ten; shaking dispensations, trying afflictions, and
much tribulation; but though thou wilt sift thine Israel as corn is sifted,
yet (thou hast said,) e grain shall not fall to the ground. ObL! thou
the hope of Israel, and the Saviour théreof! be thou the Refuge of all
thy people in the day of their adversity. And when the wealthiest em-
pires of the earth have had their day, which thou hast appointed; when
thy church scattered as it now is, amidst the various monarchies of the
world shall be gathered togethier, and the time of her dispersion is over :
Then oli! blessed, mighty, glorions Lord Jesus, then let that auspicious
promise be fulfilled and realized over tlie wide universe of God, in
which it is said the kingdoms cf this world are become the kingdoms of
our Lord and of his Christ, and he shall reign for ever. The peace-
able kingdom of righteousness in Jesus, shall extend over all the habit-~
able earth, and all flesh shall sec the salvation of God. Amen,
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