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THE
EPISTLE OF PAUL THE APOSTLE
TO

PHILEMON.

GENERAL OBSERVATIONS

HIS short, but lovely E 1st1e, ‘must have beg:n wntten
whlle Paul was a pnsoner at Roime: and at that time
when he: had hberty to receive in his own hired house, all
that came to him. Acts xxviii. 30." This seems ev1dent,
because Onesimus, on whose account the Apostle wrote to
Philemon, then attended Paul’s preaching, and the Lorp
blessed the word to him. Hence the probable date, was
Anno 60; though some place it later.
~The dgglygn of this letter seems to have been, to reconcile
Philemon to his runaway servant, Onesimus. 'The outlines of
the subject is in the Epistle: It wﬂl not be necessary, there-
fore, in this place to enlarge upon it. "As the HoLy ‘GHOST
hath classeds it among the writings of his inspiration, it will
bé proper'to enter upon the perusal of it in rayer May
thie 'LoRD ‘bless it to ' the’ glory of GOD, in our édxﬁcatlon,
through Jsus CHRIST.

THE EPISTLE TO PHILEMON

: ' CONTENTS.
. The Apostle very affectionately ‘addresseth Philemon, on the Subject
of his recewmb back “his Servant One:lmus, ‘and: forgzpzng him. all
Wron - He opens his Epistle, with his usual Salumtzon, of Gracc,
euce, and closeth with the same.
PAUL, a rlsonerof Jesus Christ, and Timothy
our brother, unto Philemon our dearly belovad
and fellow labourer.
2 And to our beloved Apphia, and Archlppus
our fellow-soldier, and to the church in thy house:
3 Grace to you, and peace, from God our
Father and the Lord J esus. Chrlst
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We never can sufficiently admire the uniformity ip Paul’s writings,
in his entrance on all, how grace was always yppermost in his heart.,
ft is 2 blessed testimony our Lorp himself hath g%d down, of what is
the ruling principle within : when out of the ghundance of the hegrk
the mouth speakgth. Luke vi. 45. And the Apostle appears o be
speaking forth liis yery soul, whenever the Name of bis Logp is in his
discourse. And it is worth noticing, though of very inferior consi=
Q‘efjati’_o.r‘n to what hath heen just égj_(j, that as Paul was attpmp]tjng
by this letter, to conciliate the affections of Philemon, towards Onesy=
mus, he joins in” his azdress his beloved Timothy, as probably well
known to Philemon ; and includes the beloved Apphia, and drchippus,

mong the addressed: the former it should seem to have been’the
wife, or sister of Philemon, and the latter the minister.of the Church
to which Plzileqz_ou belonged. See Coloss. iv. Jl'Z_.‘é‘md the two lines
after the 18th ‘verse. I have just glanced at these 'things,' before we
énter upon the subject of " Paul’s “letier, as proper not’ to be over-
looked. And would now beg the Reader’s attention to the Epistle
itself, than which, in whatever way or manper it be ecopsidered,
nothing can’be found, amang all the records p? antiquity, of a morg -
beautiful, and highly finished composition. If it were not where it
is, folded up in the sgcned pages of divine truths, it would be classed
among the first productions of mankind, be carefully deposited in
every museum of”literature, and recommended by all the admirers of
the fine arts, as the most correct standard of fetter writing. | But
while this view of thg\'Epistlg, upon these grounds, becomes matter
of reproach to those who despise, or overlook its beauties, merely
becatse it is scripture; this is not the cause for which thé child of
Gop chiefly prizeth it. The best recommendation in it is, that if i
the ‘'word of Gop. ~And the beautiful feature which endears it to the
affection, is the grace it holds forth to the Church, as exemplified in
the Lowp’s mercy to Onesimus. 'We shall form discoveries of this, as
Wwe prosecute the Epistle. S s
4 1 thank my God, making mention of thee
always in my prayers. ' z :
5 Hearing of thy love and faith, which  thou
hast toward the Lord Jesus, and toward all saints;
- 0 That the communication of thy faith may be-
come effectual by the acknowledging of every
good thing, which is in you in Christ Jesus. :
.7 For we have great joy and coasolation in thy
love, because the bowels of the saints are refreshed
by thee, brother. - . |
1t is a blessed thing, when we find errands to the mercy-seafinbless-
ipg Gov, for grace shewn to his people and it should scem, that Paul
found frequent cause to go there, for the Lorp’s blessing on his mj-
nistry. The Apostle hath given a very honorable testimony. to. the

character of Philemon. But let. the Reader observe, to whom Payl
gives all the glory. Every good thing ‘in Philemon is ascribed
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wholly to the Lorp Jesus. And though Paul was now writing to
this man on a subject of favor, he would not compliment him at the
expence of truth, and in the fashion of modern times, extol the crea-
ture, and bolster him up in fancied worth, when both his ability to
refresh the bowels of the saints, and an heart to do it, were from the
Lorp. Oh! how much to be wished it were, that such faithfulness
was in all ministers, and people, professing godliness. What vo-
lumes, on the contrary, have been printed and published, of thanks
to men, where no mention hath been made of Gon!

8 Wherefore, though 1 might be much bold in
Christ, to enjoin thee that which is convenient.
9 Yet for love’s sake I rather beseech thee, being
such an one as Paul the aged, and now also a
prisoner of Jesus Christ.

10 I beseech thee for my son Onesimus, whom
I have begotten in my bonds: "

11 Which in time past was to thee unprofitable,
but now profitable to thee and to me:

12 Whom I have sent again: thou therefore
receive him, that is, mine own bowels :

13 Whom I would have retained with me, that
in thy stead he might have ministered unto me
in the bonds of the gospel :

14 But without thy mind would I do nothing;
that thy benefit should not be as it were of neces-
sity, but willingly.

15 For perhaps he therefore departed for a
season, that thou shouldest receive him for ever.

16 Not now as a servant, butabove a servant, a
brother beloved, specially to me, but how much
more unto thee, both in the flesh, and in the
Lord? : ,

17 If thou count me therefore a partner, receive
him as myself. ~

18 If he hath “wronged thee, or'oweth. thee
ought, put that on mine account ;

- 19 I Paul have written 7z with mine own hand,
I will repay #t: albeit I do not say to thee how
thou owest unto me even thine own self besides,
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20 Yea, brother, let me have joy of thee in the
Lord ; refresh my bowels in the Lord. :

The Apostle now enters upon the principal subject of his: Epistle,
and for which he wrote. And, if we gather into one.point of view,
the several parts of his letter, it should seem, (though we have no
certain history to determine it by,) that this Onesémus. had ran away
from his master; and, it is probable, had robbed him.. Fleeing to.
Rome, he had there been brought under the ministry of the Apostle..
And it should seem likely also, 'that the Lorp had done by him-as
the Lorp did by Lydia, had opened his heart, io aitend to the things
which were spoken of Paul. Actsxvi. 14. After the Lorp had wrought
this work of grace upon the mind of Onesimus, Paul sent him back
to his master, with this letter of recommendation; and in this most
engaging manner, sought to influence the mind of Philemon, not
barely to forgiveé him, but to rejoice over his-conversion, and receive -
him as a brother in Curist. And, it is well worthy the Reader’s
observation, how striking the arguments, Paul adopted, to prevail
upon the affections of Philemon. ;

First. He observes, that if the Apostle rejoiced in his recovery
by grace, to whom Onesimus was a stranger, how much more (saith
he) unto thee, both in the flesh, and in. the Lorp. Masters are se-
condary parents, a.kind of foster-fathers. And believing masters
exercise a spiritual guardianship over their household. And to have
servants who are brethren in the Lorp, not only secures their fide-
lity, but their affection; and opens to: a-better alliance of nearness,
and dearness, which is to last for ever. o .

Secondly. Paul toucheth another string of melody, when he saith <
if thou count me a pariner, receive him. as myself. This riseth yet
higher, though on the same scale. For this considers Curist and his |
members asone. And, therefore, Paul, and Philemon, and Onesimus,
being in grace, are all partners in all that belongs to Carist JEsus.

Thirdly. The Apostle adds another very forcible argument namely,.
that if Oneséimus had wronged Philemon, or owed him- aught, he-
would be answerable for it. Though in saying this Paul insinuated,
that so much on spiritual considerations Pkilemon was indebted to him,
that even himself he owed to him. Hence, Paul assumed for .
granted, that Philemon would refresh his bowels, in complying with
his wishes, and even doing more than he asked. Who, but must
admire the affection and wisdom of the Apostle, in this beautiful
Epistle, endited as it evidently was, by the Hory Grosr. - :

But when the Reader hath paid all due attention: to the subject,
as it relates to those several parties; I would ask, isthere not an:in~
struction arising .out of it, which opens.to a subject yet more profit-
able, both to the Writer, and the Reader of this Poor Man’s Com=
mentary 2 When a poor long lost sinner is recovered by sovereign
grace, from all his departures from the Lorp, in the Adam-nature
of sin, by which from the first in original apostacy, we have all
run away from Gob; how blessed, when brought back, and disco-~
vered to be a brother beloved, especially to all his spiritual relations,
who then find their double relation to him both in the flesh by na-
ture, and in the Lorp by spirit? Surely, whoever by his own re-
generation, knows his partnership in Crrist’s mystical body, must
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receive such an one, as ongin the Lorp. And whatever wrongs xflay
have been done, before the work of, grace was wrought; conscious
of mutual corruptioh by nature, and by practicé; how unanswerablé
the arguinént, to mutual fofgiveiess? Yed, as' we have all sinned,
and- have dll wronged, and' come¢ short of the glory of Gov; oh!
kow swéet, thatall 18 putto JEsus’s account, and who hath beén, and
is, the Stirety, and Spohsor of all his people.  Precious Jrsus! who,
that in this view' of thy paying our débt of ten' thousand talents;
ean’ go forth' dgainst ' brother for his hundred pence. Here, dearest
EowD, as'in all things, thou shalt have the pre-eminency!

21 Having confidence in thy obedience I wrote:
unto’ thee, knowing that thou wilt also do” moré/
then I say. \ , o

22 But withal prepare me also a lodging: for I
frust that through your prayers I shall be given
unto you.
93 There salute the¢ Epaphras, my fellow-pri-
soner in Christ Jesus; ‘

24 Marcus, Aristarchus, Demas, Lucas, my
fellow-labourers. ' , .
- 25 'The grace -of our Lord Jesus Christ e with
your spirit. Amen. ‘

- Written from Rome to Philemon, by’
‘ Onesimus a servant. ‘

T/ do’ not think' it needful to detain the Reader, on what is con=
tained in’ thése” verses. They serve to express the love, and at-
tachdierit of the saints, to each other, in the first ages of the Gospel.
Thie Lowrp' grant, if it be his blessed will, that the latter day dis«
pefisatioii, may bé so distinguished ! ‘ :

.

; REFLECTIONS. :
Reaper! do not fail to observe in this short Epistle, short as it is,
the* wonderful waysaiid’ works’of Gop.  In the family of Philemon,
andéF all' the théans of grace, the héart of Onesimus remains har<
déned!  But after his depaiture‘and unfaithfulness to his Master, thie
raee of Gop mekts’ him elsewhere, and’ the' Lorp changeth the:
hiezit’ of stonte iiito ah heart of flesh.  And who of Gop’s redeemed:
Ones)- but' can say the same? Blessed Jesus, thou art the Brothier
born’ for' adversity. Do, thou, Lorp receive' all thine as those for
whomi thou hagt answered! . Praised' be a Covenant Gop'in CeRrist
for“all his mércies. Amen. '
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