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lay. Yes! Iwould answer. My soul desires to take the wing of faith,
and light down at the memorable sepulchre, and see the sacred spot !
Yes! I would flee there, but notstay there, but basten to look upwards
after a risen and ascended Savior! Yea! I would seek grace to
pursue my researches after Jesus, until I beheld him in that bosom
of Jewovan, where he hath lain from all eternity !

And now my honored Lorp! my soul would lay low at thy foot-

stool, and hail thee Lorp of heaven and carth! Glorious, gra-
cious, Almighty Head of thy Church and People! It is for thee to
send forth thy servants, to call thy sons from far and thy daughters
Jrom the ends of the earth! Thy kingdom of grace shall be establish-
ed until thou hast brought home all thy ransomed to thy kingdom of
glory. Not one shall be left behind : but shall be brought under the
baptisms of thy Seirrr to the joint praise and honor of the holy Three
in Ope, Faruer, Sov, and Hory Grosr. Lorp! hastenthy gracious
purposes; and confirm the sacred promises of thy will.
. Farewel Muatthew, faithful recorder of my Lorp’s history ! Thanks
to Gop the HorLy Gmost, for thy services in his Church in those
written memorials of the conception, incarnation, birth, baptism, fast-
ings, temptations, ministry, miracles, parables, prophccies, agonies,
conflicts, sufferings, death, resurrection, and return to glory, of our
Lorp Jesus Curist!  Blessed be my Gop and Savior, in calling thee
from the receipt of custom to be an Evangelist! Oh ! may the ministry
of thy word be made blessed to my soul, and to the souls of thou=
sands. And then as thou broughtest home the Lorp Jrsus to thine
house, and then madest him a feast with publicans and sinners;”so
ere long Jesus will take thee and me, and all his redeemed home, to
the marriage supper of the Lamb in heaven; and feast our ravished
souls, with the enjoyment of himself; and in him and through him,
the whole persons of the Goburap:in one unceasing banquet of holy
Jjoy for evermore. Amen and Awmen.

THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO

ST, JMARK.
e SR B

" GENERAL OBSERVATIONS ON THE GOSPELL
ACCORDING TQ ST. MARK.

WE would enter upon this blessed Gospel, written by
" Mark, as we did that of Matthew, both, evidently,
having been indicated by the Spirit of the living Gop, and
with the same earnest waitings upon Gobp the HoLy Gnosr,
to make it blessed, both to the Writer and to the Reader of
this Poor Man’s Commentary. And when we call to mind
‘what are the blessed contents of it, every feeling of the soul
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is called forth, in beholding the interesting records of the
Lorp of life and glory. Oh! who can go over the wonderful
relation unmoved, which sets before us the life, ministry,
miracles, discourses, sufferings, death, resurrection, and as-
cension of the Lorp Jesus Curist! Oh! Lorb the Spirit,
})e m'ercifully pleased to write the blessed .contents in my
reart !

Concerning Mark, the penman of this Gospel, we have
but little account. It is probable that he was one of the
seventy disciples, but it is not certain. He is spoken of by
Paul and Peter. And some have thought that Peser was en-
gaged with Mark in forming the work. Buat one thing is cer-
tain ; the HoLy GHost gave the record. And it will be our
mercy, if the same Almighty Lorp makes it a sweet savor to

;ur souls, that the name of JEsus may be as ointment poured
orth/! '

Y

CHAPTER I

CONTENTS.

~ The Evqngelist enters upon his records of the Loxo Jesus with an
account of John the Baptist. To this follow the Baptism of Curist,
his temptation, preaching, the call of his Apostles ; and the performing
miracles.

T‘HE beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ,
4 the Son of God; ,
2 As it is written 1n the prophets, Behold, I
send my messenger before thy face, which shall

prepare thy way before thee.

3 The voice of one crying in the wilderness,
Prepare ye the way of the Lord, make his paths
straight. _

- 4 John did baptize in the wilderness, and preach
the baptism of repentance for the remission of
SRR ‘ ‘

5 And there went out unto him all the land of
Judea, and they of Jerusalem, and were all bap -
tized of him in the river of Jordan, confessing
their sins. ‘
~ 6 And John was clothed with camel’s hair,
and with a girdle of skin about his loins; and he
did eat locusts and wild honey ;

Ee2
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7 And preached, saying, There cometh one
mightier than I after me, the latchet of whose
shoes I am not worthy to stoop down and unloose.

8 I indeed have baptized you with water: but -
he shall baptize you with the Holy Ghost.

O § And it came to pass in those days, that
Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee, and was
baptized of John in Jordan.

10 And straightway coming up out of the water,
he saw the heavens opened, and the Spirit like a
dove descending upon him :

11 And there came a voice from heaven, saying,
Thou art my beloved Son, in whom I am well
pleased.

It is remarkable, that in the opening of the Gospel according to
Mark, he passeth over the wonderful event of Curist’s miraculous in-
carnation and birth. Probably the Hory Guosr so appointed, as
Matthew and Luke had been so circumstantial in the relation of the
mystery of Gop manifest in the flesh. But the Reader will do well to
turn to those scriptures, and connect them with what the Evangelist
hath here related.  Matt. i. ii. chapters. Luke i. and ii. John i.
throughout. - 1 Tim. iii. 16. When the Reader hath accomplished .
this servite, I would refer him to the 8d chapter of Muatthew’s
Gospel, with the observations of the Poor Man’s Commentary upon
it, in relation to what is here said of John the Baptist. And also, in
what follows in that chapter, in reference to the baptism of the,
Lorp Jesus Curist; both subjects being there so largely dwelt upon
as to render any enlargement here unnecessary. But 1 beg to detain
the reader one moment longer, just to observe, that both in the he-
ginning of the Gospel of JEsus Carist’s, and the preaching of the
Baptist as the forerunner of the Lorp JEsus, the great and leading
point of all John’s ministry, in holding forth Jesus, was to shew the.
necessity of Curist’s baptism of his redeemed with the Hovy Grosrt.
Reader! do not forget, that this vast and momentous principle in the
gospel of salvation, as it concerns every individual heir of Carist’s
kingdom, is, after all, the great and distinguishing feature in the
child of Gop.. Paul put the question to the Church at Ephesus ; and
lét you and I put it closely to our own consciences in the sight of
Gob : have you received the HoLy Guost since ye believed? Acts
xix. I-=6 Oh! for the precious testimony of that spirit of judg-
ment, -and -spirvit of burning, whereby every truly regenerated be- -
liever is savingly witnessed to, in his own heart and conscience, that
he is born_of Gop ! Isaiah iv. 2, 3, 4. Rom. viii. 14, 15,16, Gal. iv. 6.
John'i. 12.

129 And immediately the spirit driveth him
into the wilderness. ' . "
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13 And he was there in the wilderness forty
days, tempted of Satan; and was with the wild
beasts; and the angels ministered unto him.

I refer the Reader to the observations made on Curist’s tempta«
tions in Matt. iv. 3—11. And in addition to what is there offered, I
would just beg to say, that very sweet are the consolations every
child of Gop may draw, and indeed ought to draw, from those
exercises of Jesus, when, at any time, brought under peculiar trials
of his own. If the Son of Gop, when dwelling upon earth in sub-
stance of our flesh, was with the wild beasts, as well as tempted
forty days of Satan, surely none of the members of his mystical body
can wonder at their habitation and their exercises. And what can
console a member of Curist’s mystical body, under the sharpest
conflicts, equal to the assurance, that JEsus, in our flesh, was all .
this, and more; purposely that he might be the better suited to ad-
minister relief to all the trials of his people. And while as Gob, his
divine nature enabled him both to know and provide a largeness equal
to all that might be needed for their relief, as man, his human nature
gave him a fellow-feeling, that the mercies he imparted should be
50 loving and similar as one man is to another. The Hory Guosw
hath said as much, and infinitely more, when by his servant we are
told 5 for in that he himself hath suffered being tempted, he is able o .
succour them that are tempted. Heb. ii. 18.

14 ] Now after that John was put in prison,
Jesus came into Galilee, preaching the gospel of
the kingdom of God.

15 And saying, The time is fulfilled, and the
kingdom of God is at hand: repent ye, and be-
lieve the gospel. '

16 € Now as he walked by the sea of Galilee,
he saw Simon and Andrew his brother, casting a
net into the sea: for they were fishers.

17 And Jesus said unto them, Come ye after
me, and I will make you to become fishers of
men.

18 And straightway they forsook their nets, and
followed him.

19 And when he had gone a little further thence,.
he saw James the son of Zecbedee, and John his
brother, who also were in the ship mending their
nets. ' '

20 And straightway he called them: and they
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left their father Zebedee in the ship with the hired
servants, and went after him. '

21 And they went into Capernaum ; and straight-
way on the sabbath-day he entered into the syna-
gogue, and taught.

- 22 And they were astonished at his doctrine, for
he taught them as one that had authority, and not
as the scribes.

These verses are almost the same as was noticed, Matt. iv. 17—22.
It appears from both accounts, that the Lorp Jesus entered upon his
preaching with only those four Apostles at the first; and there should
seem to have been some interval between their call and the others.
But what a surprising call must it have been to those men; how un-
looked for; and yet how powerful : instantly to leave all their earthly
concerns and connections to follow Jrsus. Reader! it is still the
same in every instance where the claims of nature would thwart the
calls of grace. Painful to flesh and blood, as numberless circum-
stances are sometimes found, the plucking out an eye, or cutting off
an arm, are needful to be done if they stand in the way of Cuuist,
See that scripture, Luke xiv. 26, 27. ‘

23 And there was in their synagogue a man
with an unclean spirit; and he cried out,

24 Saying, Let us alone; what have we to do
with thee, thou Jesus of Nazareth? art thou come
to destroy us? I know thee who thou art, the
Holy Oune of God. :

25 And Jesus rebuked him, saying, Hold thy
peace, and come out of him.

26 And when the unclean spirit had torn
him, and cried with a loud voice, he came out of
him. ‘

27 And they were all amazed, insomuch that
they questioned among themselves, saying, What
thing is this? what new doctrine is this? for with
authority commandeth he even the unclean spirits,
and they do obey him.

* 28 And immediately his fame spread abroad
throughout all the region round about Galilee.

We bave here the first miracle Curist manifested in the relation of
Mark’s Gospeli  The Sons#f Gob was manifested that he might destroy
the works of the devil. Aud here he begins to overthrow both his
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person and empire. This poor man, we are told, had an unclean
spirit. Lvery maun, by the fall, is under the dominion of sin and
Satan. The children of Gowv, as well as the whole race of men in
the Adam-nature, in which they are born, are equally vassals and
subjects to Satan.  For of whom a man is overcome, of the same is
he brought into bonduge. 2 Pet. ii. 19.  Ilence therefore, we have all
by nature an unclean spirit. Oh! for grace to be made sensible of
this! Titus iii. 3—7. The next thing we meet with in this poor
man’s history is, that he was in the synagogue on the sabbath-
day. Reader do not fail -to remark, that notwithstanding this dread-
ful malady, he attended the worship of Gon. It is blessed to be
found waiting at ordinances, whatever state the mind is in. Who
would have thought, when he went into the synagogue uhder such a
statc of captivity to Satan, that he should come out so blessedly de-
livered by the Almighty power of Gon. Had he not been there,
humanly speaking, he would have lost this opportunity of being
healed. low sweet was that scripture fulfilled in this instance.
Isaiah xlix. 24—98. The loud cry from the evil spirit, which had,
at that time, the mastery over him, is worthy our closest observation
in confirmation of the Gobneap of Cnrisy.  Reader! do not fail to
remark this! While thousands, who saw Jesus daily going about the
streets of Jerusalem, kuew not who he was, devils were compelled to
give their unwilling testimony to his person and authority, and pub-
lickly to own him as the HoLy OnE of Gop ! Oh'! what will modern
infidels to the Gobpurap of Curist have to say in the great day of
his power; when devils themselves confessed their knowledge of
him, even in the day of his flesh ! Reader! remark with me also, the
great awfulness of the blinded state of man by reason of sin, that even
devils are not blinded, as sinners in nature are, to the knowledge of
Carrst.  But let every child of Gop who reads my Poor Han’s Com-
mentary, and- whose eyes the Lozp hath opened, take sweet comfort
in this; that while devils, in Aced knowledge, exceed in nature
those whom, by their temptations, they have made blind at the fall,
they never can receive in keart-influence what poor sinners recover-
ed by sovereign grace, attain unto, both in an apprehension of, and
interest in, the person, work, and glory of the Lorp Jesus Crrist.
When the Reader hath duly pondered over these precious views of
the case before us, I would request him to attend to another cir-
cumstance presented to us in it, namely, the acknowledgement the
evil spirit made of Curist’s power, and the dreadful alarm expressed
in the apprehension that JEsus was come (as was indeed the case)
‘to their destruction. Let every child of Gop here learn, what frights
and fears devils are in, cven in the midst of their cruel tyranny over
our poor nature, which Satan, the Old Serpent, ruined at the Fall,
Behold ! in this instance, how, at the very approach of Jrsus, they
tremble. Oh! what confidence ought every child of Gop to feel
in the consciousness of an interest in Curist. No weapon formed
aguinst them can prosper. No temptation can take them, but under
it the Lorp will make « way for them to escape. And the Gov of
peace is engaged to bruise Satan under their fect shortly. See Isaiah
liv.’17. 1 Cor. x. 18, Rom. xvi, 20. The victory of Curist in
dispossessing the evil spirit, the recovery of the poor man, the astonish-
ment of the whole congregation, and the rumour of such a miracle
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circulating through the neighbourhood, these would furnish large sub-
jects for our meditation. But I must study shortness, and therefore
refer the Reader to similar records of our Lorp, where the improve-
nients may be found to the same amount. See Mark v. And I
particularly request the Reader, if he hath the little penny number
by him of my Poor Man’s Concordance, under the article Nazarene,
to consult it in this place. :

29 And forthwith when they were come out of
the synagogue, they entered into the house of
Simon and Andrew, with James and John.

30 But Simon’s wife’s mother lay sick of a fever;
and anon they tell him of her.

31 And be came and took her by the hand, and
lifted her up; and immediately the fever left her,
and she ministered unto them.

32 And at even, when the sun did set, they
brought unto him all that were diseased, and them
that were possessed with devils.

- 33 ‘And all the city was gathered together at the
.door. "'

34 And he healed many that were sick of divers
diseases, and cast. out many devils; and suffered
not the devils to speak, because they knew him.

35 And in the morning, rising up a great while
before day, he went out, and departed 1nto a soli-
tary place, and there prayed. ‘

36 And Simon, and they that were with him,
followed after him.

37 And when they had found him, they said
unto him, All men seek for thee.

38 And he said unto them, Let us go into the
next towns, that I may preach there also; for
therefore came I forth. '

39 And he preachedin their synagogues through-
out all Galilee, and cast out devils.

I refer the Reader for-a comment on this passage, to what was
" said on the same, Matt. viii. 14, &ec.

40 And there came a leper to him, beseeching
him, and kneeling down to him, and saying unts
him, 1f thou wilt, thou canst make me clean,
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41 And Jesus, moved with compassion, put
- forth kis hand, and touched him, and saith unto
him, I will: be thou clean. '

42 And as soon as he had spoken, immediately
the leprosy departed from him, and he was
cleansed.

43 And he straightly charged him, and forth-
with sent him away ; "

44 And saith unto him, See thou say nothing to
any man; but go thy way, shew thyself to the
priest, and offer for thy cleansing those things
which Moses commanded, for a testimony unto
them.

45 But he went out, and began to publish 4
much, and to blaze abroad the matter, insomuch
that Jesus could no more openly enter into the
city, but was without in desert places: and they
came to him from every quarter. ’

The case of this leper is so fully considered, Matt. viii. 1——4.
.that it were unnecessary, in this place, to add any thing upon the
subject.

RN — et ene

REFLECTIONS.

Reaper! let us, while opening this precious record of the be-
ginning of the Gospel of Jesus Curist, the Sox of Gop, look up for
_grace from the Spirit of Gob, that the outward ministry of the word
"may be accompanied with inward instructions in our souls, ¢o make
.us wise unto salvation through the faith that is in Curist JEsus. May
-the Howy Three, which bear record in heaven, grant to us such sweet
“testimonies in our hearts and consciences of the truth as it is in JEsus,
that we may enjoy that life' eternal, to know the Lorp JEHOVAH,
-Farugr, Sown, and Spieit, to be the only true Gop and JEsus CHRrIST
whom he hath sent. Precious beginning of the Gospel, I would say;
beginning, as it did, before all worlds, when kid in Gob, who created
(@l things by Jesus Curist, and now made manifest by the preaching of
the everlasting gospel, to the intent that now, unto the principalities and

_powers in heavenly places, might be known by the Church the manifold
“wisdom of Gop ! )
Here Lorp I behold thy herald, the Baptist, preparing thy way
_before thee! Come, Lorp, and bring my soul under the baptism
of thy ‘Hory Seirit. Prepare me, by His enlightnings, to stand
against the temptations of the devil. Oh! for the distinguishing calls
of my Lorp, as to his disciples. Lomp! dispossess every unclean
affection from my heart ; and do thou reign there, and rule there, the
Vor. L Ft



214 St. MARK. [cm. 1.

Loz of life and glory ! So will my soul, by thy grace, be made
clean, though, in myself, polluted as the leper; and JEesus will be
my Lorp and my Gob, and my portion for ever!

CHAP. IL

CONTENTS.

The Hory Guost s pleased to record, in this Chapter, the cure
which the Lorp Jesus wrought on the Man sick of the Palsy ; Curist’s
call of Matthew ; his sitting at meat with Publicans ; and: his divine
Discourses at the Table. The Chapter closeth with an account of his
passing through the Corn-field on the Sabbath-day.

AND again he entered into Capernaum after
some days; and it was noised that he was in
the house.

It is very blessed to behold the earnestness of the people in fol-
lowing Jesus. Luke saith, they pressed upon him to hear the word of
Gop. Lukev.1l. Reader! are we as earnest to follow Jesus? Are
the public offices, and the gates of great men crowded with persons,
and shall not you and I delight to be found waiting at the pardon
office of Jesus?

2 And straightway many were gathered to-
gether, insomuch that there was no room to re-
ceive them, no not so much as about the door: and
he preached the word unto them. ‘

3 And they come unto him, bringing one sick
of the palsy, which was borne of four.

4 And when they could not come nigh unto him
for the press, they uncovered the roof where he
was: and when they had broken it up, they let

“down the bed wherein the sick of the palsy lay.

5 When Jesus saw their faith, he said unto the
sick of the palsy, Son, thy sins be forgiven thee.

0 But there were certamn. of the scribes sitting
there, and reasoning in their hearts.

7 Why doth this man thus speak blasphemies?
who can forgive sins but God only ?

8 And immediately when Jesus perceived in his
spirit that they so reasoned within themselves, he
said unto them, Why reason ye these things in
your hearts? ‘
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9 Whether is it easier to say to the sick of the
‘palsy, Thy sins be forgiven thee: or to say, Arise,
and take up thy bed, and walk?

10 But that ye may know that the Son of man
hath power on earth to forgive sins, (he saith to.
the sick of the palsy,)

11 I say unto thee, Arise, and take up thy bed,
and go thy way into thine house.

12 And immediately he arose, took up the bed,
and went forth before them all; insomuch that
they were all amazed, and glorified God, saying,
We never saw it on this fashion.

I stay not to remark, what might otherwise be very profitably
attended to in the several circumstances of this man’s case, the disease
of his body ; but I have so much to say in relation to the state of his
soul, and the souls of Gob’s people, who are all so highly concerned
in what is here said, that 1 fear I shall trespass, and exceed the
limits I ought to observe, before that I have said all 1 wish to say on
a subject so abundantly interesting. But otherwise, here would be
ample opportunity to enlarge upon such a subject, as a misery of
nature, in the painful crippled state of a poor Paralytic, and the merc
of Jesus in healing him.  But it is the palsy of the soul, which this of
the body became a lively emblem of, that demands our special notice ;
and may the Lorp render our contemplation of it profitable to our
hearts. Think, Reader! what a crippled, benumbed, and helpless
state our whole nature is reduced to by the fall! And behold, as in
the instance of this man, he had no power of himself to come to Curisr;
so neither have we. See, in preof, John vi. 44, But what a beautiful
lesson is read to us in the friends of this poor creature, in the earnest-
ness with which they bLrought him to Crrist. No throng, no ob-
structions, will they allow to stop them. FEven the house-top shall
be opened, but Curist shall have him brought before him. Oh! that
the Lorp’s people, who know, in their own cases, the blessedness of
Jesus’s grace, would feel somewhat of the same earnestness for the
salvation of others. Methinks I would bring to ordinances, and also
in private approaches, to the mercy seat, the whole of my carnal,
graceless relations ; and do as they did by this man, lay them down
before the presence of Jesus. More than this I am not able to do;
but thus far I am encouraged to do. And that compassionate Lorp,
who hath healed my crippled soul, can cure theirs.

And I pray the Reader to obscrve, how infinitely Jesus’s love out-
run their desires of favour. They brought the poor man to be healed
only in his body, whereas Jesus extended his mercy also to the cure
of the soul. And do not overlook the gracious manner in which the
lord of mercy did it. Son (said Jusus) thy sins are forgiven thee. Did
not Jesus mean, by the tender appellation, that he was, indeed, one
of those children which the Faturr gave him in the everlasting

Ff2
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covedant ? One of those coicerning whom Jesus. hath alréady
said, he will, at the last day_', when presenting his Churcli to himself
and Father, say; behold I and the children whom thou kast given me.
Isaiah viii. 18. " Heb. ii. 13. Reader! do not forget, in this view to
repark, thata Son of Jesus may be, and frequently will be, deeply”
afflicted, in body, while blessed in soul. Sickness, and the thou~
sand other ailments of life, are not tokens of being oéut of the co-
venant, but rather of being én it. Whom the Lowp lpvetk, it is'said,
he chastenéth, and scourgeth every Som whom hé receiveth. Heb. xii.

6—8. And what I particularly beg the Reader to remark is, the un-
consciousness of this relationship, in the poor man, until Jesus told:
him of it, "~ So that though one of Curist’s own, a son by adoption,
and given to CurisT, in an everlasting covenant, yet he himself knew
it not, but was crippled with disease, and borne down with afflic-
tion, Let the sons and daughters of the Lorp Gon Almighty, who, .
by regeneration, know themselves to be such, by adoption and grace,
think of this, as they review this man’s history. If ye éndurée affiic-
tion, saith the HoLvy Guosrt, Gop dealeth with you as with Sons.
The reasoning of the Scribes and Pharisees, though resulting from-
malice to CarIsT, was founded in what is right, concerning the thing:
itself. Nome but Gop can forgive sins. But here Jrsus manifested
that he was truly Gop, as well as man, by exercising this divine
prerogative. And in confirmation that he was Gop who possessed
this sovercign power, he instantly wrought a miracle, in nature, to
cure the body, as he had wrought a miracle of grace in pardoning
the soul. Look at this, ye people of Gop, and rejoice. Your Jesus
is Gop; One with the Fatuer over all, Gop blessed for ever, Amen.
Look at this, ye that deny the GoprEAD of my Lorp, and be dshamed.
Oh! that the Lorp may carry conviction to the unbeliever, in such
a striking testimony of CHrist’s eternal power and GopHEaD, and
cause the knee of the heart to bend before Jesus, crying out with the
Prophet. Who is @ Gobp like unto thee, that pardoneth iniquity, traiss
gression, and sin! Micah vii. 18. For other observations on this mi-
racle, See Matt. ix, 2—S8. :

13 And he went forth again by the sea side;
and all the multitude resorted unto him, and he
taught them. '

14 9 And as he passed by, he saw Levi the son

of Alpheus sitting at the receipt of custom, and
said unto him, Follow me. And he arose and fol-
lowed him.
15 And it came to pass, that, as Jesus sat at
meat in his house, many publicans and sinners sat
also together with Jesus and his disciples: for there
were many, and they followed him.

16 And when the scribes and Pharisees saw him
eat with publicans and sinners, they said unto his
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disciples, How is it that he eateth and drinketh:
with publicans and sinners:?
17 When Jesus heard i, he saith unto them,
They that are whole have no need of the physi-
¢ian, but they that are sick : I came not to call the
righteous, but sinners to repentance.
“ We had the relation of the call of Levi, or Matthew, in the pre-
ceding Gospel, See Matt. ix. 9. to which I refer for the observations
dlso. I ohly again beg the Reader to remark, the wonderful pro-
pertiés of distinguishing grace. Say what men will concerning it,
the truth itself stands where it always did, and always will. For,
spith the HoLy Grost, by his servant Paul, in the case of Jucob and
sau, the children being not get born, and neither having done any
good or evil, that the purpose of Gobv, uccording to election, might
stund; hot of works, but of kim that callcth, it was said, the elder
Shall serve the younger; as it is written, Jucob have I loved, bug
Esauy have I hated. Rom. ix. 11—=13. Malachii. 2, 3. Hence
Maithew, Mary Magdalene, the Thicf on the cross, and multitudes
have found Crrist who sought him not ; while Israel hath not obtuined
that whick he seeketh for. Rom. xi. 7. What decided testimonies to
the doctrine of distinguishing grace ?

18 And the disciples of John and of the Pha-
risees used to fast: and they come and say unts
him, Why do the disciples of John and of the Pha-
risees fast, but thy disciples fast not? _

. 19 And Jesus said unto them, Can the children

of the bridechamber fast, while the bridegroom is
with them ? as long as they have the bridegroom
with them, they cannot fast.

20 But the days will come, when the bride-

; Y !
groom shall be taken away from them, and then
shall they fast in those days.

21 No man also seweth a piece of new cloth on

an old garment: else the new piece that filled it up
‘taketh away from the old, and the rent is made
worse. :
. 22 And no man putteth new wine into old
bottles : else the new wine doth burst the bottles,
and the wine is spilled, and the bottles will be
marred: but new wine must be put into new
bottles.
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In addition to what was offered on this scripture, Matt. ix. 14, &c.
it may be further remarked, that in cases where the outward ministry
of the word is heard and received into the old unrenewed heart of
the Adam-nature, as the fermentation of new wine will burst the old
dried skins into which it is put, so men, unrenewed by the Hovry
Guost, will burst with hatred, both against Curist and his people.
Perhaps no hatred is equal to that which the carnal mind fosters
against the people of Gon. And not simply the carnal, but the pro-
fessor, in whose heart no saving work of grace hath been wrought.
It is painful to flesh and blood, sometimes, to meet the malice of the
ungodly and openly avowed profane. But the persecution of pro-
Tessors of godliness, in the Pharisees and Self-righteous, under the
cover of sanctity, comes with a deeper malignity. The Lorp JEsus
himself noticeth this in Judas. Psalm lv. 12, &c.

23 € And it came to’ pass, that he went through
the corn-fields on the sabbath-day; and his dis-
ciples began, -as they went, to pluck the ears of
corn.

24 And the Pharisees said unto him, Behold,
why do they on the sabbath-day that which is not
lawful ? :

25 And he said unto them, Have ye never read
what David did, when he had need, and was an
hungred, he, and they that were with him?

96 How he went into the "house of God, in the
days of Abiathar the high priest, and did eat the
shewbread, which is not lawful to eat but for the
Eriesgs,,and gave also to them which were with

im ? \ \

27 And he said unto them, The sabbath was

made for man, and not man for the sabbath z
28 Therefore the Son of man is Lord also of
the sabbath.

There is somewhat uncommonly beautiful and interesting in this
view of JEsus and his disciples passing through the corn-fields; and
the discourse which arose out of it, from the disciples plucking the ears
of corn and eating them. The allusion which Jesus makes to the
hunger of David and his companions, in eating the shewbread, gives
a blessed spiritual application to the subject. On the Lorp’s day,
and every day, when hungry souls seek for Curist, the true shew-
bread, and the bread of life, where, but to the house of Gop, shall
they go for this spiritual ‘sustenance? It is now indeed the most blessed
days of our High Priest, of which those of Abiathar were but a sha-
dow. And the Lorp JEsus hath made all his redeemed, both kings
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and priests, to the Father. So that, when our spiritual David, and they
that are with him, go into the house of Gop, the Lorp sets a feast of
fat things before them, in the enjoyment of his person, blood and
righteousness, and saith, Eat, O friends ! drink, yea drink abundantly,
Ok beloved! Song v.1. And 1 pray the Reader to observe, whak
our dear LorD saith in relation to the Sabbath, of which he himself is
the Lorp, that it was made for man. What man? Not only as a mere
rest for the whole race of men, but for the Lorp’s people, as a sacra-
mental ordinance of the Lorp’s rest from the works of creation. The
restis in Curist. Yea Curist himself is the rest wherewith he causeth
the weary to rest, and this is the refreshing. Isaiah xxviii. 12,  And
hence the Psalmist saith, return to thy rest (thy Noah, thy Ark, the
type of Caugist). Psalm cxvi.7. And hence the Hory Grost de-
clares, there is a rest (JEsus himself) which remaineth for the people of
Gop. Heb. iv. 9. So that the Sabbath was made for man, the re«
newed man, for the special persons of those interested in the Lorp
of the Sabbath, and to whom He is, peculiarly and personally, both
the Loxrp of the Sabbath, and the Sabbath itself, in whom they rest,
and who is their soul-refreshing. It is precious thus to eye Curisy
as the sum and substance of all; the ordinance, the shewbread, the
Sabbath, and the Lorp of it; in whose house, yea in himself, it is
lawful, and lawful only to his priests to eat of Him, the bread of life,
and live for ever. John vi. 48==58.

e ]

REFLECTIONS.

Harc thou glorious Lorp Jesus! Thou hast indeed, fully mani-
fested thy power on earth to forgive sins; and as in this instance of
the man with the palsy, thou hast healed the body, in confirmation
of having saved the soul. Speak Lorp but the word to my soul also,
‘and sure I am of salvation. And oh! thou dear Lorp, hast thou not
taught, by thy freeness of thy call of Levi, that all thy calls on sin-
ners, are the result of thy free sovereign grace, and not their deserts?
Had Levi done any thing to merit thy favor? Yea, had he not
done every. thing to merit thy displeasure? And notwithstanding all
his undeservings, was he called ; and Jesus found of him, who sought
_him not? "And is not Jrsus as much now. in this day of his power,
“as then, in the days of his flesh, passing by, in ordinances, and in
providences, and calling his redeemed from this world’s custom, to
follow him in the regeneration? And is it not Jesus who calls, and
Jesus, who by his Hovy Seirir inclines, the hearts of them he calls
to follow, and to take Jesus home, as this poor publicar did, to their
hearts and to their houses ; and make Jesus a feast of his own bounties
of the grace, Jesus gives them? Yea, is it not the wish and desire of
every poor sinner, whom the Lorp makes willing in the day of his
power, to invite all poor sinners made sensible of sin, to come and sit
down with Jesus and his disciples? What, though proud, unhumbled,
self-righteous Pharisess, murmur at the grace of Jusus ; let those who
never felt the want of redemption, proudly reject it: but let every
poor broken hearted sinner rejoice, in what the Soy of Gop hath said :
A came not to call the righteous, but sipners to repentance,
And let it please thee, my gracious Gop, to bless all thou receivest
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with thy . favot, .as thou didst Levi, . Never, . never, may any poor .
sinner fast, while JEsus is with them, and in his fulness they have
enough for the supply of all their poverty. Never take a part of
JEsu’s-robe of fighteousness, to mend their tattered rags, but receive
@ whole CurisT as sttited for a wholly ruined sinner; and be com-
pleatly covered wth Curist’s garment of salvation. Never receive
the new wine of the Gospel, into the old skin of a withered nature :
but may the Lorp, who sitteth on the throne, making all things
new, give the pew heart, and the new nature together, and make
all his redeemed new creatures in Curist Jesus! And be thoy,
dearest Lorp, both the corn and the wine, and the oil, yea, the very
sabbath of all thy people, till thou shalt bring them all home, to thy-
self, in glory! _ '

=3 ——————
CHAP. 1L
" CONTENTS.

We have here the case of the Man with the withered hand : the Calt
-af the Apostles : the Scribe’s Blasphemy : and the Lorp JEsus speaking
.of his relations. .
AND he entered again into the synagogue; and

there was a man there which had a withered
hand. '

2 And they watched him whether he would heal
“him on the sabbath-day; that they might accuse
him. ’

3 And he saith unto the man which had the wi-
thered hand, Stand forth. :

4 And he saith unto them, Is it lawful to do
good on the sabbath days, or to do evil? {o save
life, or to kill? but they held their peace..

5 And when he had looked round about on thent
with anger, being grieved for the hardness of their
‘hearts, he saith unto the man, Stretch forth thine
‘hand, and he stretched é out: and his hand was
restored whole as the other. ‘_

‘6 And the Pharisees went forth, and. straitway
took counsel with the Herodians against him how
‘they might destroy him, -

‘In relation to the miracle here recorded, I refer the Reader for
my observations upon it, to Matt. xii. 9, &c. When the Reader hath
consulted what is there said, I beg his attention to behold the conduct
of the Scribes and Pharisees upon-the occasion, We are told, -that
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they watched JEsus ; not to adore him for his grace and mercy, but
that they might accuse him. And as soon as the Lorp had manifested
his tender compassion to this poor man, they went forth, and took
counsel to kill him. Now, Reader, do not overlook these things:
for very awful as.they are, they become precious testimonies to zke
truth as it is in Jesus. The Lorp himself hath explained the cause.
For while he saith, My sheep hear my voice ; and I know them and they
Jollow me : and I give unto thein eternal life. John x. 27, 28. he saith
to those that are not his sheep: Why do ye not understand my speech 2 -
even. because ye cannot hear my word. Ye are of your father the
devil, and the lusts of your father ye will do. John viii, 43—47,

No wonder Jesus looked round about upon them with anger. The
seed of the woman, and the children of the wicked one, can never
agree. And let it be remembered, that the destruction of the ene-
mies of CurisT, forms a part of Curist’s mission as much as the sal-
vation of his chosen. The hour of decision will come, when Jesus will
gather out of his kingdom all things that offend ; and while the re-
deemed shall skine forth as the sun in the kingdom of their father, the
Lorp will cast them that do iniquity into the furnace of fire, where
is watling and gnashing of teeth. Isaiah lxiii. 4.  Matt. xiii. 36—43.
Matt, xxv. 31 to the end.

7 But Jesus withdrew himself with his disciples
to the sea:.and a great multitude from Galilee
followed him, and from Judea,

8 And from Jerusalem, and from Idumea, and
Jrom beyond Jordan: and they about Tyre and
Sidon, a great multitude, when they had heard
what great things he did, came unto him. :

9 And he spake to his disciples, that a small
ship.should wait on him, because of the multitude,
lest they should throng him. : :

10 For he had healed many; insomuch that
they pressed upon him for to touch him, as many
as had plagues. ‘

11 And unclean spirits, when they saw him,
fell down before him, and cried, saying, Thou art
the Son of God.

12 And bhe straightly charged them™that they
should not make him known.

1 pray the Reader to remark with me, of the Lorp’s over-ruling the
mind, even of devils, to give their testimony, however unwillingly, to
the Gopurap of Curist. Let the Reader notice this, and observe
their behavior upon the occasion,’ and the words they uttered. When
they saw him they fell down before him, and cried, saying, Thou art

Vor. I, Gg
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the Sox of Gop. Did ever devils acknowledge any authority less
than Gop? Had they considered Cxrist (as many who affect to call
themselves Christians do) as man only ; would they have fallen down
before him, and acknowledged him Gob? . Reader do not forget
this. Devils confess CrrisT to be Gop; while many, who would
wish to be thought Christians, but can be so only in name, and
because born in a Christian country, deny his GopHEAD, and are
therefore more ignorant than devils. ~ Oh! the blindness of the human
mind ! Reader! look to that blessed Scripture, and if so be, the Lorp
in mercy hath given you ta know Curist, there read and discover the
cause. Matt. xvi. 13—17. See also John xvii. 25, 26.

13 9 And he goeth up into a mountain, and
calleth unto him whom he would: and they came
unto him.

14 And he ordained twelve, that they should
be with him, and that he might send them forth
to preach,

15 And to have power to heal sicknesses, and to
cast out devils:

16 And Simon he surnamed Peter;

17 And James the son of Zebedee, and John
the brother of James; and he surnamed them
Boanerges, which is, The sons of thunder: _

18 And Andrew, and Philip, and Bartholomew,
and Matthew, and Thomas, and James the son of
Alpheus, and Thaddeus, and Simon the Canaanite.
.19 And Judas Iseariot, which also betrayed him:-
and they went into an house.

See Matt. x. 1. See also my Poor Man’s Concordance, on the sub-
ject of the Apostles.

20 And the multitude cometh together again,
so that they could not so much as eat bread.

. 21 And when his friends heard of ¢, they went
out to lay hold on him: for they said, He is be-
side himself. '

Reader! what a lovely sight it must have been, to have beheld the
crowded audiences of Jesus, when on earth. But you and I, may
now throng his courts every day, and all the day. And very surg
we shall be of welcome. JEsus will not look upon the humblest of
his redeemed, with shyness. Sweetly the Psalmist sings of this: and
so may youn and L. See Psm. c, 4, 3. ’
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22 And the scribes which came down from Je-
rusalem said, He hath Beelzebub, and by the
prince of the devils casteth he out devils.

23 And he called them unto him, and said unto
‘them in parables, How can Satan cast out Satan ?

24 And if a kingdom be divided against itself,
that kingdom cannot stand.

25 And if a nLouse be divided against itself, that
house cannot stand. '

26 And if Satan rise up against himself, and
be divided, he cannot stand, but hath an end.

27 No man can enter into a strong man’s house,
and spoil his goods, except he will first bind the
strong man; and then he will spoil his house.

See Matt. xii. 24—30.

28 Verily 1 say unto you, All sins shall be for-
given unto the sons of men, and blasphemies
wherewith soever they shall blaspheme :

29 But he that shall blaspheme against the
Holy Ghost hath never forgiveness, but is in
danger of eternal damnation : '

30 Because they said, He hath an unclean
spirit.. , ,
1 beg the Reader’s most earnest attention to this scripture, And
1 yet more earnestly beg that Gop the HoLy Grosr, will be both his
teacher and mine. Would you wish to know, in what the particular
blasphemy against the HoLy Guosr consisted ? it should most evident-
ly seem to have been in ascribing the merciful works of Gop the
Spirit, to the agency of the devil, The Scribes and Pharisees, did
not deny, but that Carist had cast out devils. And they could mot
but know, that no power but the power of Gob, could accomplish
such acts. And yet, in the face of this very conviction, they blas-
phemously ascribed the gracious deeds, which so palpably proved
the finger of Gob, to the agency of the devil. "Here was blasphemy
in the extreme. And what made it wholly unpardonable was this
that as a recovery from so'malicious and obdurate a state, could never
be accomplished but by the Hory Gmost’s awakening true re-
pentance in the soul; and there could be no hopes ef such mercy;
the sin continuing unlamented, must remain for ever unpardoned : and
hence, eternal damnation could not but follow. The Lorp pardon
me if I err, but I humbly conceive that this is the sin of blasphemy,
against the Hovy GHosT, which is the Son of Gobp, whose name is

Gg2
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Mercy, (Luke i. 72.) declared . to be without forgiveness, both n this
world, and in the world to come. Matt. xii. 32. ) i _

But as many a child of Gop, partly from the unbelief of his own
heart, and partly from the temptations of Satan; hath been much
distressed on this subject, lest he should have comnmitted this unpar-
donable sin: and very many of the Lorp’s tried ones have I seen,
sharply exercised on this account, during my poor feeble ministry:;
I hope the Reader will indulge me, if I enlarge somewhat more par-
ticularly on the subject. Perbaps the Lorp may give me grace to
write, and some poor buffeted soul to read, what I shall offer, and -
commission it to his or her comfort, and the Lorp’s gloty.

I begin with observing, that I humbly conceive, this blasphemy
against Gop the HoLy Guost, which the men of this generation m
the days of Curist’s flesh committed, was peculiarly and personally
chargeable on ¢hem. Not that I would be understood as supposing, or
in the least intimating as if I supposed, that the sin itself, was so pe-
culiar to that age only, as not capable of being committed in any

. other. Indeed, I rather think the contrary. When we meet with
men' in the present day, as well as hear of numbers in the interme-"
diate time from Carist’s days fo ours, who from the same cause as
those Scribes and Pharisees, in the presumptuous reasonings of their
own hearts, have dared to contemn the most sacred truths of our
holy faith; I cannot hesitate. to conclude, that there is the same
capability of committing this unpardonable sin now, as much as
then. But while I say this, in order to guard against all unwar-
rantable misapprehensions on this point, I am inclined to think, that
the sin itself, is peculiar, and that men of their complexmn_only, are
liable to fall into it. And I beg to state the grounds, on which 1 have
been led to form this conclusion. .

The Lorp Jrsus, hath exempted no other species of blasphemy
from forgiveness. He hath mercifully said, that all manner of sins
and blasphemies shall be forgiven unto men. Yea, as if to denote,
in yet more endearing characters, the love of his heart to his pfople,
Jrsus hath added, that whosoever speaketh a word, against, the Sox of
man it shall be forgiven him. Not, that it is to be supposed, that the
Lorp intended thereby to intimate in the least, as if Gob the HQLY
Guost, was greater than Gop the Sox: or that blasphemy against
one person in the Gopueap, was less sinful, than against the per-
son of another. Not so. But to shew, that multitudes of sins, and
blasphemies, against his person, had been, and should be, pardoned,
while this one of blasphemy against the HoLy GuosT was for. ever
excluded from the possibility of pardon. o

And the special nature of this blasphemy, which is declared to
be unpardonable, will appear in yet more striking characters, if we
consider, how every other hath been pardoned, and 1s~umformly_rle‘-
presented, as pardonable through the whole word of Gop. Againsé
the person of Gob the Fatnrr, in how many scriptures are hlS peo-
ple said to have blasphemed his name, and yet mercy proclaimed to
them. Ezek. xx. throughout, and Ezek. xxxvi. throughout. _Agams’t
the person of Gop the Son, what blasphemies were uttered by num-
bers, who, like Paul, when in ignorance, were persecutors and blas-
phemers, and yet whose hearts were pricked at the day of Pentecost,
and obtained mercy ? And no less against the person, work, and glor_y%




CH. I1L] St. MARK. 225

of Gop the HoLy GrosT; what proofs are there of multitudes, having
long opposed, and resisted, the ministry of his holy word, and
slighted the means of grace, and yet, have at length, been overcome
- by the Logp, in the day of his power? Hence it should seem, that
the blasphemy against the Hovy GHosT, to which our Lorp referred,
and which he declared to be unpardonable, was a blasphemy, pecu-
liar and personal: and had a special reference, to the Scribes, and
Pharisees, with whom our Lorp was conversing: and indeed the
words imply as much : Because they said, ke hath an unclean spirit.

And 1 cannot but venture to believe, that the thing itseM, receives
yet a further, and more decisive conclusion, to this point, when we
consider the character of those, by whom this sin was committed.
The Lorp Jesus calls them, a generation of wipers, in the parallel
passage, Matthew xii. 2434, and intimates that it is impossible for
them being evil to speak good things. And elsewhere, the Lorp ex-
presseth 1t more strongly : ye are of your father the devil, and the lusts
of your father ye will do. He was a murderer from the beginning,
and abode not in the truth, because there is no truth in him. When he
speaketh a lie, he speaketh of his own: for he is a liar and the father
of it. John viii. 44, 45. Now from hence, the conclusion is unde-~
niable; that the generation and seed of the serpent, are in their very
nature, not only liable to this sin, but ordained to this condemna-
tion. Whereas John was commissioned by the HorLy GHost to tell
the Church; that Whoever is born of Gob doth not commit sin (unpar-
donable sin); for his sced remaineth in him, and he cannot sin, because
he is born of Goo. In this the children of Gop are manifest, and the
children of the devil. - 1 John iii. 9, 10.

Now after all this statement, I cannot for my own part hesitate
to conclude, that the unpardonable sin, in this peculiar species of
blasphemy, here spoken of against the person and glory of Gop
the HoLy Guosrt, consists, in ascribing to the Lorp JEsus, the being
under the inflience of an unclean spirit, when working miracles by
the spirit of Gon. And though I do not presume to speak at all deci-
dedly upon a point of such infinite importance, but would rather
humbly ask, to be informed, than determine for others, yet 1 would
venture to believe, that none of the children of Gop are perntittted to
fall into it, but are kept from it by the power of Gob, through faith,
unto salvation. And in proof of it, we find those fearful, timid souls,
who tremble, lest, in the days of their unregeneracy, they should
have fallen into it, are the most unlikely persons in the world to have
committed it. Your fears more than half testify you have not. Those
Scribes and Pharisees who had committed it, were hardened in the
commission of it, and neither felt, nor regarded their sin and danger.
Whereas your apprehensions flow from the humblings of grace, and
manifest the truth of that scripture; He keepeth the feet of his saints.
The Lorp bless, as far as his trath is in it, what is here said, to every
¢child of Gob.

31 € There came then his brethren and his mo-
ther, and standing without sent unto him, calling
him. , ‘

32 And the multitude sat about him, and they-
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said unto him, Behold, thy mother and thy bre-
thren without seek for thee.

33 And he answered them, saying, Who is my
‘mother, or my brethren?

34 And he looked round about on them which
sat about him, and said, Behold my mother and
my brethren !

35 For whosoever shall do the will of God, the
same is my brother, and my sister, and mother.

For the Comment on this passage. See Matt. xii. 46, &c.

e R —— e
REFLECTIONS.

Precious Lorp Jesus ! do thou come by thy blessed Spirit into
thy Church, and among thy people, now in the day of thy power, as
thou didst in the days of thy flesh, into the synagogue; and there
manifest, that thou art Lorp of the Sabbath, by thine acts of grace
and mercy, to the souls of thy redeemed. Many a withered hand
and an unawakened heart, is there, of thy people for JEsus to heal.
Oh! do thou speak, in the word, and by the word; and very sure
will it be at thy bidding, the withered and the halt, yea the dead
in trespasses and sins will come forth to life and health, and new

_creatures. And oh! blessed Lorp ! what read we here in this chapter?
Do the very devils and unclean spirits proclaim thy power and Gon-
vEap? Oh then for grace, that all thy redeemed may know thee,
from the least to the greatest. And do thou, dearest, and most com-
passionate Lorp JEsus, give thy poor, fearful, and deeply exercised
trembing ones, grace to see, that thou hast undertaken to keep them,
from the unpardenable sin, in their union with thyself. Thy beloved
Apostle hath said, under the authority of Gop the Hory Guost, that
whosoever is born of Gob, sinneth not, but he that is begotten of Gon
keeepth himself and that wicked one toucheth him not. Oh! let the
sweet consolation of this, be made blessed to thy people ; that while
the malice of hell, is breaking out, in the minds of the children of
darkness; all thy dear redeemed ones may know and rejoice, in the
assurance, that they are kept by the power of Gob through fuith unto
salvation. Oh! the precious thought! Curist is not ashamed to call
his people brethren. And as he condescends to own his poor relations
in this life ; so will he own them in the world to come. Never may
my soul forget those sweet words of my Lorn. Whosoever (saith JEsus)
shall do the will of Gop, (and this is the will and work of Gob, e

* believe on him whom he harh sent,) the same is my brother, and my

sister, and mother.

L

CHAP. 1V,

CONTENTS.

We have in th# Chapter, the Parable of the Sower; of the Seed in
its secret growth : and JEsvs, on the Lake in a Storm,



CH. 1v.] St. MARK. 227

ND he began again to teach by the sea side :
and there was gathered unto him a great mul-
titude, so that he entered into a ship, and sat in the
sea; and the whole multitude was by the sea on
the land. '

2 And he taught them many things by parables,
and said unto them in his doctrine, '

3 Hearken: Behold, there went out a sower to
sow : , '

4 And it came to pass, as he sowed, some fell
by the way side, and the fowls of the air came
and devoured it up.

5 And some fell on stony ground, where it had
not much earth; and immediately it sprang up,
because it had no depth of earth: ‘

6 But when the sun was up, it was scorched ;
and because it had no root, it withered away.

7 And some fell among thorns, and the thorns
grew up, and choked it, and it yielded no fruit.

8 And other fell on good ground, and did yield
fruit that sprang up and increased; and brought
forth some thirty, and some sixty, and some an

hundred.

" 9 And he said unto them, He that hath ears to
hear, let him hear. , , :

10 And when he was alone, they that were
ab,l?ut him with the twelve asked of him the pa-
rable.

11 And he said unto them, Unto you it is given
to know the mystery of the kingdom of God: but
unto them that are without, all ¢iese things are
done in parables : _

12 That seeing they may see, and not perceive;
and hearing they may hear, and not understand ;
lest at any time they should be converted, and
their sins should be forgiven them.

13 And he said unto them, Know ye not this
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parable? and how then will ye know all para-
bles? '

14 The sower soweth the word. P

15 And these are they by the way side; where
the word is sown: but when they have heard; .
Satan cometh immediately; and taketh away the
word that was sawn in their hearts.

16 And these are they likewise which are sown
on stony ground; who, when they have heard the
word, immediately receive it with gladness ;

17 And have no root in themselves, and so en-
dure but for a time : afterward when affliction or
persecution ariseth for the word’s sake, immediately
they are offended.

18 And these are they which are sown among
thorns; such as hear the word,

19 And the cares of this world, and the deceit-
fulness of riches, and the lust of other things en-
tering in, choke the word, and it becometh un-
fruitful.

20 And these are they which are sown on good
ground : such as hear the word, and receive i, and
bring forth fruit, some thirty fold, some sixty, and
some an hundred.

I refer the Reader to the observations made on this Parable of
the Sower, and our Lorp’s own explanation of it. Matt. xiii, 3—23.
Every thing in it is so plain and obvious, as opened by Carist him-
self, as to supersede the necessity of remarks, by any Commentator.
The devil, who is the prince of the power of the air, is strongly
figured by the fowls deveuring the seed sown; and the way-side and
stoney-ground hearers, so strikingly represent hearts of stone, unre-
newed by grace, that the persecution such sustain, from the langhter
and ridicule of the carnal, may readily be supposed to render the
word of Gop unprofitable. None can bring forth good fruit but the
good ground made so by sovereign grace.

21 And he said unto them, Isa candle brought
to be put under a bushel, or under a bed? and
not to be set on a candlestick ?

22 For there is nothing bid, which shall not be
manifested ; neither was any thing kept secret, but
that it should come abroad. g
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23 1If any man have ears to hear, let him hear.

24 And be saith unto them, Take heed what ye
hear: with what measure ye mete, it shall be mea-
sured to you: and unto you that hear shall more
be given. .

25 Yor he that hath, to him shall be given: and

he that hath not, from him shall be taken even
that which he hath.

Our Lorv, according to the Fastern method of instruction, dwelt
much in figures and parables. We have a cluster of them here. - The
Gospel isasalight not to be hidden. Even among men the small taper
of the night is never put under a covering. So the Lorp will manifest
his truths to his people. To them there is nothing hidden; neither
is there any thing mn the covenant of grace necessary for them to
know, butwhat shall be made known to them. And, therefore, if any
man hath his ears spiritually opened to hear, he shall hear. But to
the unawakened, every thing must appear a Parable. And, saith our
Lorp, even to those whose ears are spiritually opened, still it-is ne-
cessary to take heed what. ye hear. No doubt, alluding to what the
LoRrp elsewhere cautioned his people against, false Curist’s, and false
prophets, which should come so speciously, that, if it were possible,
they would deceive even the very clect. See Mait, xxiv. 23—26.

1 do not think with some Commentators, that these words, with
what measure ye mete it shall be measured to you, refer to our deal-
.ings with men_in our concerns with oue another: for the Lonp is
speaking of our hkearing the word. Neither do 1 think with others,

.that it hath reference to our dealings with Gop. As we’ deal with
Gop, so say such, will Gob deal with us. In answer to which I
say, the Lorp forbid; for it would be our ruin indeed if so! But
I humbly conceive, the words which follow explain the meaning;
when it is said, And unto you that hear shall more be given : that is, if
I apprehend right, in our dealings with ourselves; if the measure we
mete with, according to the measure of the gift of Curist, of grace
given to us, our spiritual understandings enable us to mete it in ima
provement; to you, that so hear, saith Jesus, more shail be given.
For to him that hath; that is, that hath an awakened soul, by Gop
the Hovry SpiriT to measure it, more shall be given, His vessel, opened
and enlarged by grace, shall be filled. But to kim that hath not;
that is, where there hath been no work of Gob wrought upon the soul,
Jrom him shall be taken away even that which he hatk; that is, of
the outward ministry of the word. I do. not presume to speak deci-
dedly on the passage. I only humbly give the above as my view of it.

26 9 And he said, So is the kingdom of God, as
if a man should cast seed into the ground :

27 And should sleep, and rise night and day,
- and the seed should spring and grow up, he

knoweth not how.
Vor. L. Hh
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28 For the earth bringeth forth fruit of herself’;
first the blade, then the ear, after that the full corn
in the ear. :

29 But when the fruit is brought forth, imme-
diately he putteth in the sickle, because the harvest
is come.

I consider this Parable, though short, yet as sweet, as either of
our Lorp’s Parables in the illustration of his grace to his people. So
is the kingdom of Gob, which is known 'by grace here, and glory
hereafter, ‘as if a man should cast seed into the ground ; and sleep and
rise, night and day, while the seed springeth and groweth he knoweth
not how. We cannot err in considering this seed, as the incorrupti-
ble seed, which liveth and abideth for ever: and that it is so, is evi-
dent from its growth and quality. But the man who is said to cast
seed into the ground, cannot mean our Lorp Jrsus Curist, for he
neither slumbereth nor sleepeth ; neither can it be ever said of him,
that his seed springeth, and groweth he knoweth not how. "Psm. cxxi.
4. Isaiah xxvii. 2, 3. His servants are said to minister to the
Churches of the Spirit. Gal.iii. 5, And of them it may be truly
said, the seed groweth they know not how. And although, all faith-
sul dispensers of the word, dowatch over the spiritual plantation, and
steep the word sown both in tears and prayers ; yet, from their nataral
infirmity, they too often sleep, though not the sleep of spiritual death!
The harvest however arrives not, to their consciousness, in the fields
of their labors in numberless instances, until they themselves bave
fallen asleep in Jesus. Many a seed time, and many a day’s labor,
followed up with prayer, do faithful ministers of JEsus leave behind
them, which are answered, when their poor bodies are mouldering
in the grave.

And the latter part of the Parable, is not less beautiful than the
former. The carth bringeth forth fruit of herself; that is, not the
unrenewed heart of man, which the earth figuratively represents;
but the renewed heart, now considered, as in the kingdom of grace,
which this Parable is said to represent. It bringeth forth fruit void of
the husbandman’s care, who sleeps night and day, while the seed
is growing he knoweth not how. A most precious and -blessed proof
of the Spirit’s work in the heart; and that the whole is according to
that sweet scripture: Noz by might, nor by power, but by my spirit,
saith the Lorp, Zech. iv. 6. And the process of the whole proves the
work wholly of the same. First the blade, then the eur; after that the
Jull corn in theear. - As innature, so in grace. The child, though per-
fect in all its parts, hath to grow from the bube to the young man, and
at length to the father in Gop. And when grace is ripened for glory,
like the fruit ripe for harvest, Jesus takes home his redeemed to
him, to his harvest in heaven. Reader! do not overlook in’ the
beauties of the Parable, the sweet enjoyment of a personal interest in
it. The seed cast in the renewed heart, made so by grace, gives
the sure earnest of the harvest. Though men sleep, and knew
mot how the advance is made, JEsys both knows, gives the needed
supply, and watches over the whole plantation. To you, to me,
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things may at times appear, as in a wintry dispensation. But to
JEesus the progress is advancing. The promise is absolute from
Gop the Faruer. I will pour my spirit upon thy seed, and m
blessing upon thine offspring. Isaiah xliv.3. Isaiahlix.2l. Anda
soul renewed in Curist, must be separated from Crrist, before those
promises can fail. Rom. viii. 39. Blessedly, therefore, the Apostle
sings, to the full assurance of faith, when he saith, Now ke that hatk
wrought us for the selfsame thing is Gop, who hath also given unto us
the earnest of the Spirit. 2 Cor. v. 5.

30 9 And he said, Whereunto shall we liken the
kingdom of God ? or with what comparison shall
we compare 1t ? ~ :

31 It is like a grain of mustard seed, which,
when it is sown in the earth, is less than all the
seeds that be in the earth: '

32 But when it is sown, it groweth up, and be-
cometh greater than all herbs, and shooteth out
great branches; so that the fowls of the air may
lodge under the shadow of it. ,

33 And with many such parables spake he the
word unto them, as they were able to hear iz

34 But without a parable spake he not unto
them: and when they were alone, he expounded
all things to his disciples.

These verses are so many different similitudes, to illustrate the
progressive work of grace in the soul. A child of Gop is apt to make
false conclusions, in forming his view of such scxipiures, by what passeth
in his own experience. He feels at times such a deadness to divine
things, that he is at a loss to ascertain any growth in the divine life.
But the truth is, the growth he is looking for, is to be found in the
reverse of what he expects to find. He supposes to find kimse]f more
holy: whereas, the holiness, the HoLy Guost is ripening him in, is
in Carist.  He doth indeed make great progress, when, from making
every day more discoveries of his own unholiness, he becomes more
and mare longing for the holiness in JEsus. When a sense of the re-
mains of indwelling sin, makes him more out of love with himself,
and mere in love with Cmrist. This is indeed, from small begin-
nings, to arise to large attainments; because, as it begins in Carist,
so 1t ends in Curist. And Curist is the tree of life, under whose
branches, his people find both a banquet and a shadow. Song ii. 3, 4.

35 And the same day, when the even was come,
he saith unto them, Let us pass over unto the other
side.

36 And when they had sent away the multitude,

Hh2
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they took him, even as he was in the ship, and
there were also with him other little ships.

37 And there arose a great storm of wind, and
the waves beat into the ship, so that it was now

full, |

38 And he was .in the hinder part of the ship,
.asleep on a pillow, and they awake him, and sa
unto him, Master, carest thou not that we perish?

39 And he arose, and rebuked the wind, and
said unto the sea, Peace, be still; and the wind
ceased, and there was'a great calm.

40 And he said unto them, Why are ye so fear-
ful? how is it that ye have no faith?

41 And they feared exceedingly, and said one
‘to another, What manner of man 1s this, that even
the wind and the sea obey him?

I refer to Matt. viii. 23—27. for observations on those verses.

et S SRR et

REFLECTIONS.

Reaper! let you and I pass over numberless other considerations,
which arise out of this Chapter, in order to attend t6 what is always,
and ever must be, the first and last, and comprehensive object, and
subject of every Chapter; the Lorp JEsus Crmist himself, and our
salvation in him. He is both the Seed and Sower ; that corn of pure
wheat, cast into the ground of our hearts, which soil, when renewed
by grace, brings forth, in all his redeemed, sure fruit; some thirty
Sfold, some sixty fold, some an hundred fold. And he it is; to sow the
-pure seed in his Churches. And none sown by CarisT can fall to the
ground. What though his servants, and those who minister in the
word and doctrine, too often find their labors in the way-side, and in
’ thorny - ground, and stony places, unproductive; yet, wheresoever
JEesus sends his word, he saith himself, it shall not return void, but it
shall prosper in the heart to which ke sends iz. 'To thee, then, Lorp! let
thy people look, both for direction, where to sow the seed, and
from whom alone to expect a blessing. Sent and commissioned by
‘thy sovereign power, in due season, they shall reap if they faint not.

Precious Lorp Jesus ! however to the unawakened and unregene-
rated all thy truths appear as parables, do thou speak thy sweet
word to all thy redeemed, as they are able to bear it. And oh! do
thou make it doubly sweet and blessed, when we are alone with
thee, by expounding to us all things concerning thyself. And if
we are called upon to enter upon the water, or pass through the fire
with JEsus; oh! let the consciousness that Jesus is with us, hush all
our fears, and make us more than conquerors, through thy grace

.
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helping us. Lorp! do thou speak peace to our troubled souls, as
thf}u didst to the troubled sea, by speaking pardon to our sins. Both
wmdds and storms, and guilt and fear, must all be still at thy com~
man

CHAP. V.
CONTENTS.

The Lorp Jusus healeth the Mun possessed with a Legion: he cures
the Woman: with the Bloody Issue, and raiseth the Daughter of Jairus.

AND they came over unto the other side of the
. sea, into the country of the Gadarenes.

2 And when he was come out of the ship, im-
mediately there met him out of the tombs a man
with -an unclean spirit, - oo
- 3 Who had Ais dwelling among the tombs: and
no man could bind him, no, not with chains: -

4 Because that he had been often bound with
fetters and chains, and the chains had been pluck-
ed asunder by him, and the fetters broken in
pieces: neither could any men tame him. A

5 And always night and day he was in the moun-
tains, and in the tembs, crying, and cutting him-
self with stones. ’ '

Notice hath been already taken of the country where this event
took place. Matt. viii. 28, It will be unnecessary on that part to
enlarge, but rather hasten to the consideration of the interesting case
“here recorded. Our Lorp himself by the Evangelist, hath cavsed
the several distressing circumstances of this poor damoniac to be
related so particularly, as they refer to the sufferings of his body,
‘that after mediating on the awtul consequences of the fall, on that
.ground it will be profitable to attend to the more-calamitous effects
wrought by it-on the soul. And here the description falls far short,
of what it veally is. Every man by nature, while in an unconvert~
ed state, is under the full sway and intluence of an unclean spirit,
as far as relates to himself. And was it not for restraining grace, of
which the sinner is wholly unconscious, what tremendous evils, in ten
thousand times ten thousand instances, would take place.. We are
by nature, and by the conquest Satan hath made over our nature, in
bondage to sin with all its dreadful consequences. The flesh with
.its lusts, the world with its deceits, Satan with his devices, all govern
with absolute'sway. - And add to these, we are justly exposed to the
law of Gop, which we have all broken} the justice of Gop which
every moment threatens punishment, the accusations of our own con-
science, the fear of death, judgment, and eternity. This is the state
-and condition of every son and daughter of Adam, by the fall.
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"~ Moreever, as it is said of this poor creature, he had his dwelling
among the tombs; no fetters could bind him, nor any man tame him;
but he was always, night and day, in solitary places, crying, and
cutting himself with stones; so is it with the unawakened, unre-
generate sinner. Dead sinners, dead in trespasses and sins, dwell only
with sinners, dead like themselves. The law of Gob loseth all its au-
“thority upon them. They acknowledge not its power; and as the
law, however strong, cannot bind them, so neither can persuasions
of men, or threats of Gop, have any influence upon them ; but they
are night and day, hastening on their own destruction, by a course
of mad conduct, inevitably leading to it, exgept the grace of Gop
- interpose. Pause Reader! over the awful picture ; and as you con-
template it, say, is it now your case; or was it once so? If you are
now in ‘grace, you will know that you was once unconscious of grace.
And if you are not in grace, no doubt but that you are equally un-
conscious, of the bondage of sin and Satan, you are now in.

6 But when he saw Jesus afar off, he ran and
worshipped him,

7 And cried with a loud voice, and said, What
have I to do with thee, Jesus, #hou Son of the most
high God? 1 adjure thee by Geod, that thou torment
e not.

8 For he said unto him, Come out of the man,
thew unclean spirit.

Before we prosecute this poor creature’s history, I must beg the
Reader to stop, and remark with me, the sovereignty of CHrist
owned by the devils themselves. Reader! it is worthy your closest
observation, in how many instances, during our Lorp’s ministry upon
earth, this was done, Mark i. 23, 24. Luke iv. 41. Mark i. 34.
One might have been led to hope, that such a testimony, evidently
constrained as it was by Almighty pewer, would have stopped the
presumptuous reasoning of those, who call themselves Christians, but
by a strange misnemer; and yet own not the Gopueap of our Al-
mighty Lozrp. But the cause is explained. See Jsaiahvi. 9,10, And
the awful consequence in another scripture, as blended with the sin.
Acts xiii. 41. ‘ _

But to return to the case of this man possessed with an evil spirit.
As soon as he saw JEsvs afar off, ke ran and worshipped him. What
was there in the appearance of the Lorp JEesus, to have induced
this effect? Our Logb, to every eye of common sense, appeared only
as a poor Jew, consorting with the poorest of the people. And yet
this man, whom no fetters could bind, nor reasoning tame, on the
first sight of him, ran and worshipped him. And observe the loud
cries, and earnest supplications of the devils, to be spared.from
torment, while as loudly confessing Curist’s GopHEAD and oneness
with the Farnzr. Reader! behold from hence with what horrer
devils tremble at the person of Curist, while bowing before him!
And-Reader! do observe further, how will any and every poor sinnes,
who hath long been led captive by Satan at his will, when he fizst
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sees CHrisT, or hears of Curtst, and taught who Cunist is, by the
Hovy Guosr, in spite of sin, and Satan, flee to Jesus, and seck des
liverance by him, from all his sorrows?

I pray the Reader not to overlook what the devil said, Wihas
have I to do with thee Jesus! ithou Son of the most high Gon? Devils
wish not to have to do with Aém; but Jesus in our nature hath much
to do with them; for his province it is to destroy them. Indeed, she
SoN of Gobp was manifested to destray the works of the devil. 1 John
iii. 8. Well might they therefore dread his sovereign presence. But
before this cry for forbearance, the word of the Lorp had gone forth,
for the destruction of Satan’s empire over this poor man. JEsus had
said, Come out of the man, thou unclean spirit. Reader! do not over-
look the Lorp’s mercy, and the Lorp’s power. Oh! that. every
poor sinner, whom Gop the Faruer hath given to his Sow, and
whose redemption Curist hath purchased with his blood, may be
led by Gop the Hory Grosr, as this poor captive was, to flee to Jsus,
sure as he is, of a spiritual deliverance.

9 And he asked him, What /s thy name ? and
he answered, saying, My name is Legion : for we
are many.

CHzist's question could not have been for himself, but it seems
to have been intended for the information of his disciples then with
him, and for all his disciples to the end of time. The enemy we
have to do with is truly a legion; multitudes of his soldiers in the
lust of our flesh, and his dominion by them over the fallen nature he
hath' ruined, are at his command; which like a-Roman legion, cons
sisting as it did in the smallest computation of at least six thousand,
are a formidahle host for keeping in captivity that nature the devil
first ruined. But, Reader! think herefrom, the greatness of his power,
and the greatness of his mercy, which hath subdued all, and brought
his people out. Oh! the grace and sovereignty in Curist JEsus !

10 And he besought him much' that he would
not send them away out of the country.

11 Now there was there nigh unto the moun-
tains a great herd of swine feeding. ‘

12 And all the devils besought him, saying,
Send us into the swine, that we may enter into
them. \ :
13 And forthwith Jesus gave them leave. And
the unclean spirits went out, and entered into the
swine: and the herd ran violently down a steep
place into the sea, (they were about two thousand,)
and were choked in the sea. ' .

14 And they that fed the swine fled, and told i

N
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in the city, and in the country. And they went
out to see what it was that was done.

Much hath been said by infidels, on those verses, by way of cavil 5
but it hath only terminated to their own confusion and the Lorp’s
glory. Many very blessed truths ate taught the Church by it, and
these if they were all, are sufficient to account for the Lorp’: per-
mission of the devils entring into the herd of swine, As first what a
blessed evidence itafforded of Curist’s GoptiEan. He who had power
to dispossess devils from one part of his creation, had power no “less
to permit the possession of devils in another. Reader! think of this,
and turn to those scriptures. Jerem. v.22. Luke xii. 4, 5. More-
aver, hereby the Lorp confirmed the holiness of his law. The swine
was unclean by the law; and by this permission, Jesus gave testis
mony to it. Levit. xi. 7. No method, according to our view of
things, could be more decisive to teach this, and enforee it also. And
as the Jews were very lax in their obedience to the law, in our Lorp’s
days, in the keeping those animals for others, .if they partook not of
their flesh themselves; by this act of Jusus the law was strikingly
revived, to shew uncleanness; and perhaps yet more with an eye to
himself, who came to fulfil the law, and do away the whole shadow
of it by the substance, in the sacrifice of himself.

In relation to the devils being permitted to possess the swine,
this was not to gratify them; but to answer Crris1’s purpose, Satan
ebtained leave to tempt Job. DBut we know the sequel. The trial
ended to Job’s joy, the Lorp’s glory, and Satan’s confusion. -See
Job i. 8—12. And who shall say, what blessed consequences fol-
lowed, in the after circumstances of the Church, from this &ansaction}
both on Jew and Gentile, when Crnist had finished redempbion-work
and was returned to glory; and Gop the Hory Guost came down?
Reader! let you and I, learn not to be wise above what is written,
but in all questionable cases; I mean, such as you and I cannot fully
explain, or such as sceptics make so; let us resolve all into that soul-
satisfying scripture, which forms at once both question and answer:
Shallnot the judge of all the earth do right? Gen. xviii. 25. :

15 And they come to Jesus, and see him that
was possessed with the devil, and had the legion,
sitting, and clothed, and in his right mind : and
they were afraid. ‘

16 And they that saw 7 told them how it befel
to him that was possessed with the devil, and alse
concerning the swine. s

17 And they began to pray him to depart out
of their coasts. ‘

I stay not so much to remark the terrible consternation, which this
demonstration of CHRrisT’s power must have indueed on all beholders.
Such; but in an infinitely greater degree, will be the display of the
Lorp’s sovereignty, at the last day, DBut I would rather call the at-
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tention of the Reader to.the poor man, now no longer under demo-
niac influence, but sitting at the feet of Jesus, clothed, and in his,
right mind. A beautiful representation of all the redeemed of the, .
- Lorp! F¥or Reader! what is every truly converted child of Gon
upon earth; yea, we may go further, and say what is every redeem-
ed soul now in heaven,. but once such as this man was, when under
the dominion of sin and Satan? And now washed, sanctified, justified,
in the name of the Lorp Jusus, and by the Spirit of our Gop. 1 Cor.
vi. 11. " They of our brethen, now in heaven, gone before to glory :.
and they who are redeemed from among men still upon earth, in grace,
are alike sitting at the feet of Jrsus; clothed with the robe of his
righteousness, and wearing the garment of his salvation. Oh! the
unspeakable felicity of such.a recovered state! . .
But let not the Reader.overlook the awful conduet of the Gada-
nenes ; in desiring JEsus to depart out of their coast. Is it possible, that
any individual, when he saw the wenderful. mercy shewn to this
poor creature, could have wished the Great Author of such mercy to,
leave them? And yet Mazthew in his relation of this miracle saith,
that the whole city joined in the request, that JEsus would go_out of
their coasts. Matt. viii. 34, As long as this poor creature was under
the possession of this evil spirit, he was a terror to the whole country.
But yet it seems, they preferred the devil’s rvaging among them,
to that of the Lorp Jesus manifesting his grace and mércy. But
Reader! while you and I pity the poor deluded Gadarenes, let us
look around among our own countrymen, and we shall discover equal-
1y distressing sights for pity. What daily manifestations are made
of our fellow-creatures, living under the same awful influence, on
whom the voice of Jesus’s Gospel hath no contronl? Multitudes like
these Gadarenes do in effect, if not in words, say, to Jesus, Depart
Jrom us : for we desire not the knowledge of thy ways! Yea, Reader !
to come a little nearer home. Have not you gnd I, in times past,
said the same ?> Yea, is it not sonow ? Are we both sitting daily at
the feet of Jusus, cloathed and in our right mind ? Is it the language
of your heart and mine, to Jesus? Do not Lorp go away, neither
suffer us to depart from thee, for thou hast the words of eternal life!
These are solemn ‘enquiries. Reader! do not dismiss them un-
answered ! : : : :

18 And when he was come into the ship, he that
had been possessed with the devil prayed him that
he might be with him. - o o

'19: Howbeit, Jesus suffered him'not, but saith
unto him, Go home to thy friends, and tell them
how'gréat things the Lord hath done for thee, and
hath-had compassion on thee, - o

20 And he departed, and began to publish in
Decapolis how great things Jesus had done for
him : and all men did marvel. o o
Youl - 1i :
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There is somewhat very affécting in this-request of the poor man;
and our Lorp’s refusal of his request merits our notice. What a won-
derful change, grace had wrought upon him. He who but a few

‘minutes before, was a terror to every body, is now so heavenly com- .

posed, that he desires never to leave Jesus. And is not this the case

with every child of Gov, when savingly called from darkness to lighs,

and from the power of sin_and Satan to the living Gop? Surely,
having once tasted that the Lorp is gracious, we cannot but long to
be absent from the body, and present with the Loxp. But yet Jesus
saith, this must not immediately be. Awakened sinners are to go
home to their unawakened friends, and speak forth the praises of hem’
. who hath called them out of darkness into his marvellous lighs. They
are {o constitute a part of the Lorp’s Church upon earth, until the
Lorp’s time shall come which he hath appointed to take them home
to his Church above. JEsus must have a Church upon earth, as
well as in heaven, as long as the earth remains. Neither can a re-
deemed soul live upon earth too long, while the Lorp employs him to
his glory and the Church’s welfare. Reader! let this serve not mercly
to reconcile, but to make us happy in waiting all the days of our ap-
pointed time, until our change come. In the mean season, doing as
Jesus commanded this poor man to do, if so be, like him, the Lorp
hath wrought a work of grace upon our hearts ; tell our friends, yea
tell all around, what great things the Lorp hath done for us, and hath
kad compassion on us. :

21 4 And when Jesus was passed over again by
ship unto the other side, much people gathered
unto him: and he was nigh unto the sea. ,

22 And, behold, there cometh one of the rulers
of the synagogue, Jairus by name; and when he
saw him, he fell at his feet, : o

23 And besought him greatly, saying, My little
daughter lieth at the point of death : I pray thee,

.come and lay thy hands on her, that she may be:
healed ; and she shall live,

N

~ 24 And Jesus went with him ; aﬁd‘ much pe’ople. :

followed him, and thronged him. ‘ .

25 And a certain' woman which had an issue of
blood twelve years, -

26 And had suffered many things of many- phy-
sicians, and had spent all that she had, and wag
nothing bettered, but rather grew worse,

27 When she had heard of Jesus, came in the
press behind, and touched his garment,

28 For she said, If I may touch but his clothes,
I shall be whole. o
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29 And stralghtway the fountain of her blood
was dried up; and she felt in her body that she
was healed of that plague.

30 And Jesus immediately knowing in himself
that virtue had gone out of him, turned him about:
in the press, and said, Who touched my clothes?
. 31 And his dlSClpleS said unto him, Thou seest
the. multitude throngmg thee, and sayest thou,
Who touched me?

32 And he looked round about to see her that
had done this thing.

33 Butthe woman feanncr and trembling, know-

‘mg what was done in her, came, and fell down
before him, and told him all the truth.

. 34 And he said unto her, Daughter, thy faith

hath made thee whole: go in peace, and be whole
of thy plague.

- 35 Whlle he yet spake, there came from the
ruler of the synagogue’s house certain which said,
Thy daughter is dead: why troublest thou the
Master any further?

- 36 As soon as Jesus heard the word that was

'spoken, he saith unto the ruler of the synagogue,
Be not afraid, only believe.

37 And he suffered no man to follow him, save
Peter, and James, and John the brother of James.

38 And he cometh to the house of the ruler of
the synagogue, and seeth the tumult, and them
that wept and wailed greatly. ~

39 And when he was come in, he saith unto
‘them, Why make ye this ado, and weep? the
damsel is not dead, but sleepeth.

40 And they laughed him to scorn:-but when

he had put them all out, he taketh the father and
the mother of the damsel, and them that were
with him, and entereth in where the damse] was

lving
ying. 1ig
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41 And he took the damsel by the hand, and
said unto her, Talitha eumi; which is, being in-
terpreted, Damisel, I say unto thee, arise. ‘
- 42 And straightway the damsel arose, and walk-
ed : for she was of the age of twelve years, and
they were astonished with a great astonishment.
43 And he charged them straitly that no man
should know it; and commanded that something
should be given her to eat. ’

" Both those interesting cases have bech largely considered. Matt,
ix, 18—=26. to which I therefore refer. See also Luke viii. 41, &ec.

et TR R e e

REFLECTIONS.

Ou! to what'a desperate state is our whole nature reduced by
the fall! ‘Where Satan reigns, unrestrained by giace; see my soul,
see in this nian, (and while beholding look-up and.wonder at thy mer-
ciés) to what a length the human frame is capable of going in mad-
ness, while governed by devils! And what makes the subject yet
more truly awful is,  the consideration, that Satan’s-empire over our
nature is a lawful empire : for as Scripture truly saith,. of whom ¢ man
is' overcome of ‘the same is ‘he brought into bondage. ‘

- But oh! the mercy of that promise : Thus saith the Lokp + ye have
sold yourselves for nought, and ye shall be redcemed without money.
Hear, my soul, hear what is said. Shall the prey be taken from the
iniglity 3 or the -lawful captive deliveréd? But thus saith the'Lorb :
even the-captivesof the mighty shall be taken away, and the prey of the
terrible delivered : for I will contend with him that contendeth with thee,
and I will save thy children. And see, as'in this instance, one of
€rarisT’stlittle ones though long held captive'by Satan, yet gloriously
delivered by the ‘Lorp JEsus .Crrisr. And-where is he now, who
. Wwlhieh recovered by grace’on earth, sat at the féet of Jusus ; but sitting
with:Jesus on'his throne dnd kingdom -of glery, 'in heaven? Oh!
‘my.soul, go tell:all thy friends of this wonder-working Savior!

Behold also the power, and sovereignty, of thy Lokp, over unclean
spirits, and unclean beasts. See what efficacy’ flows ‘from JEsus, to
the “touch, of faith in’his divine person; yea, {behold, :how even the
dead, ‘Jrsus raiseth. Never then call in question his power over al‘l
e uncleanness 6f ‘thy ‘nature, nor his grace to.answer the desire of
that faith, which he himself hath'created. "Phy deadness, and dying
framles, JusUs cap take away, and his eommand to arise-must :always

- be attended with ipower. . He saith to thee, my soul, as to the ruler
~of the synagogue ;' Be not afraid, only believe.  Lorn I belicve; help
dhou:mite wibelicf, . .

e
€T
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CHAP. VI

CONTENTS.

.The Lowp JEsus is here spoken of with contempt by his couniry-
men. He sends forth his Disciples. Herod hears of Curist, and is
dlarmed. Jusus feeds the Multitude. He is seen walking on the Sea.
He heals the Sick. ‘ S

ND he went out from thence, and came into
£ A his own country; and his disciples follow him.

2 And when the sabbath-day wascome, he began
to teach in the synagogue : and many hearing /im
were astonished, saying, From whence hath this
man, these things ? and what wisdom s this which
Is given unto him, that even such mighty works
are wrought by his hands ? :

3 Is not this the carpenter, the son of Mary,
the brother of James, and Joses, and of Judah, and
Simon? and are not his sisters here with us? And
they were offended at him. A

4 But Jesus said unto them, A prophet is not
without honour, but in his own country, and
among his own kin, and in his own house.

-5 And he could there do no mighty work, save
that he laid his hands upon a few sick folk, and
healed them. . : . '

6 And he marvelled because of their unbelief.
And he went round about the villages, teaching.

I detain -the Reader.on those verses to remark, that what became
in the view of the enemies of Crrist matter of reproach, is, to the
friends and followers of the Lamb, subject of heartfelt joy. Is not
this the carpenter, say they? Yes! say I; and blessed be my Lorp,
dor his grace and condescension, in being so. For I would have the
‘Reader understand, that in Carrst becoming a curse for his redeem-
ed, it behoved him to undergo that curse in all its branches. The
tenor of the curse pronounced at the fall, ran in those words: In the
sweat of thy face shilt thou eat bread; meaning toil and labor. Had
not Jesus therefore toiled. and labored for his bread, this part of the
«curse would not have lighted upon him, neither could he then have
‘been said to.have borne if. But by laboring with his hands for his
daily bread, he literally fulfilled that part of the curse. And though
‘he might haye fed himself as he fed others, by working a miracle ;
yet then could he not have come up, in this point, to the object in-
tended. - -So -far therefore is Currst’s-lubor in the employment of a



22 St. MARK. [cH. vI.

carpenter, from lessening the authority of .His mission, that without
it he would not have answered the character of our Redeemer, in re-
deeming us from the curse of the law being made a -curse for us.
Gal. iii. 13. ; ‘

" Reader! hath it pleased the Lorp in his providence, to place
_you in a low estate. Look to him who when on earth had not where
to lay his head ; and though the Lorp, Creator and proprietor of all
things, lived and toiled, for his daily bread! See obsérvations on
Luke ii. 51, 52.

79 And he called unto Zim the twelve, and be-
gan to send them forth by two and two: and gave
them power over unclean spirits ;

'8 And commanded them that they should take
nothing for their journey, save a staff only; no
scrip, no bread, no money in their purse :

9 But be shod with sandals ; and not put on two
coats.

10 And he said unto them, In what place soever
ye enter into an house, there abide till ye depart
from that place.

11 And whosoever shall not receive you, nor
hear you, when ye depart thence, shake off the
dust under your feet for a testimony against them."
‘Verily I say unto you, It shall be more tolerable
for Sodom and Gomorrah in the day of judge-

~ment, than for that city.

12 And they went out, and preached that men
should repent. : .

13 And they cast out many devils, and anointed
with oil many that were sick, and healed t/em.

We have here the confirmation of what was before noticed on
Matt. x. 1, &c. the call and commission given to the Apostles. It
were well if all, who go forth in the Apostolic office, carried with
:therh such credentials of their authority.

14 And king Herod heard of Zim ; (for his name
-was spread abroad:) and he said, That John the
Baptist was risen from the dead, and therefore

~mighty works do shew forth themselves in him.
15 Others said, That it is Elias, and others said,
"That it is a prophet, or as one of the prophets.
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16 But when Herod heard thereof, he said, It is
John, whom I beheaded : he is risen from the dead.-

17 For Herod himself had sent forth and laid
hold upon John, and bound him in prison, for
Herodias’ sake, his brother Phlllps wife : for he:

had married her.

- 18 ForJohn had said unto Herod, It is not law--
ful for thee to have thy brother’s wife.

" 19 Therefore Herodias had a quarrel against
him, and would have killed him; but she could.
not :

20 For Herod feared John, knowing that he
was a_just man, and an holy, and observed him;
- and when he heard him, he dld many things, and.

heard him gladly.
21 And when a convenient day was come, that
Herod on his birth-day made a supper to his lords,
high captains, and chief estates of Galilee ;
" 92 And when the daughter of the said Herodias

came in, and danced, ‘and pleased Herod, and
" them that sat with him, the king said unto the’
damsel, Ask of me whatsoever thou wilt, and I
will give it thee.

23 And he sware unto her, Whatsoever thou
shalt ask of me, I will give it thee, unto the half
of my kingdom.

24 And she went forth and said unto her mother,
What shall I ask ? and she said, The head of J ohn
the Baptist.

25 And she came in stralghtwav with haste unto
the king, and asked, saying, I will that thou give
me by and by in a charger the head of John the
Baptist.

26 And the king was exceedmg sorry yet for
his oath’s sake, and for their sakes Whlch sat with
him, he would not reject her.

27 And immediately the king sent an execu-
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tioner, and commanded his head to be brought.
And he went, and beheaded him in the prison,

28 And brought his head in a charger, and gave
it to the damsel: and the damsel gave it to her
mother. a

29 And when his disciples heard of i, they
came and took up his corps, and laid it in a tomb.

In addition to what was femarked on the parallel passage, Matt. xiv.
1, &e. to which I refer the Reader, I would beg to observe, what
_an awful view is here held forth to us, of the horrors of a guilty con-
science. There was not the smallest resemblance between the Lorp
Jesus Curist, and his servant and herald, Jokn the Baptist. Jokn
did no miracles : and the Lorp JEsus was continually manifesting
his commission in this way. Jokn came in a way of austerity and
fasting ; but JEsus most endearing, and as the friend of publicans and
sinners ; so that nothing .could be more unlike each other. But Herod
was too much alarmed to mark the difference. This is Jokn, said
he, whom I murdered. Reader! what must the everlasting horrors,
and self-reproaches of the miserable be, when in- this life only their
consciences are so haunted before the time
30 9 And the apostles gathered themselves to-
gether unto Jesus, and told him all things, both
“what they had done, and what they had taught. -

31 And he said unto them, Come ye yourselves
apart into a desert place, and rest a while; for
there were many coming and going, and they had
no leisure so much as to eat.

32 And they departed into a desert place by
ship privately. ‘ o

33 And the people saw' them departing, -and
many knew him, and ran afoot thither out of all
cities, and outwent them, and came together unto
him., - - A e

34 And Jesus, when he came out, saw much
people, and was moved with compassion toward.
them, because they were as sheep not having a
shepherd: and -he began to teach. them many
things. : : ERSTEUR
35 And when the day was now far spent, his
disciples came unto him, and said, This is a desert ,
place, and now the time ¢ far passed :
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36 Send them away, that they may go into the
country round about, and into the villages, and
buy themselves bread : for they have nothing to
eat.

37 He answered and said unto them, Give ye
them to eat, and they say unto him, Shall we go
and buy two hundred pennyworth of bread, and
give them to eat?

38 He saith unto them, How many loaves have
ve? goandsee. And when they knew, they say,
Five, and two fishes. ’

39 And he commanded them to make all sit
down by companies upon the green grass.

40 And they sat down in ranks by hundreds,
and by fifties. ‘

41 And when he had taken the five loaves, and
‘the two fishes, he looked up to heaven, and blessed,
and brake the loaves, and gave ¢hem to his dis-
ciples to set before them; and the two fishes di-
vided he among them all.

42 And they did all eat, and were filled.

43 And they took up twelve baskets full of the
fragments, and of the fishes:

44 And they that did eat of the loaves were
about five thousand men. o

45 9 And straightway he constrained his dis-
ciples to get into the ship, and to go to the other
side before unto Bethsaida, while he sent away the
“people. .

46 And when he had sent them away, he de-
parted into a mountain to pray. -

I shall only hint at one or two improvements, as they arise from
this passage before us, having already noticed some of the principal
things which are found in our Lorp’s miracle of feeding the multi-
tude in the wilderness, in the similar relation of it. Matt. xiv. 1, &c.
And first, it will be profitable to observe, what is said here of the
Apostles, whom Jesus had sent forth to preach, returning with an ac-
count of their ministry : not by way of informing Curist what he
elready knew, but by way of praising him for the success -of their

Yor, I Kk
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labors.': So.should all ministers of Jesus. And what can be more
engaging than the view of a faithful laborer in the Gospel, who hath
gone forth in the Lorp’s strength in the day, returning to the Lorp’s
praise in the night, and laying both himself and labors before the
Logp for a blessing ?

And let not the Reader overlook, as another interesting improve=~
ment, which-ariseth from what is here said of Curist, compassion i
beholding the. fainting multitude. There is somewhat particularly
striking in the manner in which it is related ; Jesus was moved with
compassion: toward them. Reader! I know not’what your feelings
are, but I must confess that I receive a more than ordipary pleasure in
such views of Jusus, as represent him touched with our feelings; for
they certainly mean the feelings of Jesus in our nature, joined with
the Goouean. Paul calls it the bowels of Jesus Crrrst. Phil. i, 8,
Mercies and Compassions; not only Gop-mercies, but mercies in
such a way, as are the mercies of the man'also; and without the Sox
of Gob, having taken human nature into union with the GobrEeap, as
Gob alone, he.could not have felt. Reader! think what a view doth
this apprehension of JEsus, in his two-fold nature, open to our
everlasting joy, in a thousand instances which arise? ’

If I venture to hint at a third improvement from this passage, (many
more might, but for swelling the pages,) it shall be only to observe,
that if from a few loaves and fishes the Lorp Cuyrist made ‘such a
supply for so great a multitude,: and left such an overplus, think,
what infinite resources are with our Gop, for every occasion, to both
the spiritual, and temporal necessities of his chosen? Very blessed
is the Apostle’s conclusion on this point, when he saith; But my
Gov shall supply all your need, according to his riches in glory by
Curist Jusus. - Philip. iv. 19, See Matt. xiv. 22, 23. :

47 And when even was come, the ship was in
the midst of the sea, and he alone on the land.

48 And he saw thém toiling in rowing; for the
wind was contrary unto them: and about the
fourth watch of the night he cometh unto them,
walking upon the sea, and would have passed by

~them. : : .

49 But when they saw him walking upon the
“sea, they supposed 1t had been a spirit, and cried
out: . : '

50 For they all saw him, and were troubled.
And immediately he talked with them, and saith
unto them, Be of good cheer: it is- I be not
afraid. ‘ .

51 And he went up unto them into the ship;
and the wind ceased: and they were sore amazed
in themselves beyond measure, and wondered.
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52 For they considered not' the miracle of the
loaves: for their heart was hardened. '

In addition to what was observed on this display of Curist’s power,
on the parallel passage, Matt. xiv. 24, &c. I would just beg to re-
mark, what unceasing demonstrations the Lorp gave of his Gobrrap.
It should seem to have been done with a view to put to the blush the
Infidel of after ages, as well as to'comfort, and give confidence to his
poor and humble believing Ones. Did the Lozp Jesus make this pro-
vision for the present day of infidelity? (I only ask the question.)
As the Lorp could not but know the perilous times whick in the last
days should come, when men, calling themselves Christians, would
nevertheless deny the Lorp which bought them, and bring upon them-
selves swift destruction ; did.He mercifully furnish such testimonies of
his Gopueap, in the days of his flesh, as might afford peculiar
strength to the faith of his people in the day of his power? Indeed,
indeed, I cannot but think there was much of CrrisT’s intention, in
the numberless proofs we so continually meet with, in those records
of our Lorp. And, I am.the more inclined to this judgment, be«
cause we are told, that the disciples then, when at the time Jesus dis-
played such wonderful acts, were sore amazed, and wondered; their
heart; as it is said, being hardemed: that is, I apprehend, they did
not, for surely they could not for a moment doubt CaRrist’s GODHEAD -
but they stood amazed, like men overwhelmed with what they saw
and heard ; not knowing, as when in the Mount of Transfiguration,
what to say. See Matt, xvii, I, &c. . See also my note on Matt.
xxviii. 17. : :

53 And when they had passed over they came
into the land of Gennesaret, and drew to the
shore.

54 And when they were come out of the ship,
straightway they knew him.

55 And ran through that whole region round
about, and began to carry about in beds those that
were sick, where they heard he was.

56 And whithersoever he entered, into villages,
or cities, or country, they laid the sick in the
streets, and besought him that they might touch if
it were but the border of his garment: and as
many as touched him were made whole,

I would appeal to the common sense and history of all mankind,
whether the imagination can furnish a portrait so beautiful, so affec~
tionate, and interesting, as is here drawn of our Lozp Jesus Curist,
The Prophet, ages before had said, belold, your Gop will come and
save you! Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, and the ears of
the deaf be unstopped.  Then shall the lame man leap as an hart, mw{

Kk2
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the tongue of the dumb sing. Isaiah xxxv. 4, 5,6. And here we be-
hold Gop indeed in the person of his dear Sow, surrounded by the
sick and diseased of every description and character, while as many
as touched him were made whole. Oh! for grace, to come to Him
now by faith; for suréely, none whom Gop the Hory GHosT shall
lead to JEsus, will the Lorp send empty away.

: REFLECTIONS.

Ou! thou who was in the form of Gob, and with whem - it was no
Yobbery to be equal with Gop! give me to see the blessedness of thy
humiliation, in condescending to labor for thy daily bread, in order ta
remove the whole curse of the fall, in becoming a curse for thy people.
Do thou, dearest Lorn, give grace to all thy poor and toilsome fa-
mily, to learn the blessedness of being conformed to thy lovely
image in all things. " Let all thy sent servants learn by thy Apostles
how to return to Jesus, and lay before him the account of their mi-
nistry. In the awful history of Herod, give all thy people grace, to,
know how to value a peace of mind in Jesus, which nothing of this
world’s greatness can procure. And while thy redeemed behold their
Gop and Savior, feeding the thousands to the full with a scanty

rovision, and healing all the diseased with a word speaking; oh!
et neither poverty nor sickness induce a moment’s fear in the heart
of thy people. Precious Lorp! do thou realize, day by day, thy
gracious and refreshing presence to our wants. And oh! for grace
to have such views of Gon’s Curist, and Gop’s chosen, as Gop the
Faruer hath set him forth by, in the word of his grace; and then
will all the blessed effects of salvation be enjoyed by his redeemed,
in villages, and cities, and countries upon earth; as the redeemed now
enjoy in the city of our Gop in heaven. .

CHAP. VIIL
CONTENTS. ‘

The Pharisees assemble io contend with CurisT. Jusus réprove&
them. He heals a poor child, and cures onc that was deof and
dumb. ‘ :

THEN came together unto him the Pharisees,
and certain of the scribes, which came from
Jerusalem, o

2 And when they saw some of his disciples eat
bread with defiled, that is to say, with unwashen,
hands, they found fault. ) ,

3 For the Pharisees, and all the Jews, except
thev wash their hands oft, eat not, holding the
tradition of the elders. , '

-4 And when they come from the market, except
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they wash, they eat not. ' And many other things
there be, which they have received to hold, as
the washing of cups, and pots, brazen vessels, and
of tables, "

5 Then the Pharisees and scribes asked him,
Why walk not thy disciples according to the tradi-
tion of the elders, but eat bread with unwashen
bands? ‘ '

6 He answered and said unto them, Well hath
Ysaias prophesied of you hypocrites, as it is
written, This people honoureth me with zkeir lips,
but their heart is far from me. ‘

7 Howbeit in vain do they worship me, teach-
ing for doctrines the commandments of men.

8 For laying aside the commandment of God,
ye hold the tradition of men, a5 the washing of
pots and cups: and many other such like things
ye do. '
! 9 And he said unto them, Full well ye reject
the commandment of God, that ye may keep
your own tradition. ‘

10 For Moses said, Honour thy father and thy
mother : and, Whoso curseth father or mother, let
him die the death:

11 But ye say, If a man shall say to his father
or mother, Iz is Corban, that is to say, a gift, by
whatsoever thou mightest be profited by me; /e
shall be free.

12 And ye suffer him no more to do ought for
his father or his mother; . '

13 Making the word of God of none effect
through your tradition, which ye have delivered:
and many, such like things do ye.

It will be highly profitable to the Reader, to observe the awful cha-
racter of those Scribes and Pharisees, and to attend to what the Lorp
hath said of them. In the midst of their hatred and malice to
JEsus, who appears equal to them for professions of holiness? Wash-
ing of hands, and cups, and pots, were harmless things in themselves,
if they had Dbeen led therefrom to see the necessity of washing the
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beart. But, in the midst of this outside godliness, JEsus, who knew
their inside corruption, represents it as most awful. The Lorp hath
indeed traced it to its source, and shewn, that they were of that seed
which could not but sin. John viii. 44. Matt, xxiii. 15. It would
have been well for the peace, yet not for the exercise of the Lorp’s
people, if the Pharisee and Scribe generation had ceased with them.
But though the Church hath been disturbed in all ages with such, yet
it is to the profit of the Lorp’s household. , For when at any time the
Lorp Jrsus, and his great salvation, are bv this Pharisaical genera-
tion; slightly regarded, (as in the present day) it tends the more, under
grace, to endeal Cunist to the heart

14 € And when he had called all the people unto
kim, he said unto them, Hearken unto me every
one of you, and understand :

15 There is nothing from without a man that
entering into him can defile him: but the things
which come out of him, those are they that dehle
the man.

16 If any man have ears to h.ear, let him hear.

17 And when he was entered into the house
from the people, his disciples asl\ed him concern-
ing the parable.

18 And he saith unto them, Are ye: so without
understanding also? Do ye not perceive, that
whatsoever thing from without entereth into the
man, #.cannot. deflle him;

19 Because it entereth not into his heart, but
into the belly, and goeth out into the draught,
purging all meats?

20 And he said, That which eometh out of the
man, that defileth the man.

21 For from within, out of the heart of men,
proceed evil thoughts, adulteries, . forpications,
murders,

22 'Thefts, covetousness, - wickedness, deceit,
lasciviousness, an evil eye, blasphemy, pride,
foolishness :

23 All these evil things come from within, and
defile the man.

T admire this discourse of the Lorp Jesus to the people. AndI
cannot but admire it the more, because from the distinguishing mannerx
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_in which it-is said ke called them, and introduced what he said to
them, 'in charging them to hear that there were many of them his
people, in contradistinction to the Pharisees around. And I cannot
from hence help requesting the Reader to remark with -me, how uni-
formly this distinction hath been preserved in the Church of Carisr,
in reading or preaching the word, from that time to the present hour.
‘When we see (as that we cannot but see) in every congregation, some
receiving the word with holy joy of the HoLy Guost, as Paul testified
the Church of the Thessalonians did: whilst others, like those Pha=
risees, seeking only to- find faplt; what can be more decisive in
testimony to the same. And though many, like those Pharisees, are,
as far as outward appearances go, apparently decent and moral in
their lives and conversation with men; and others, in the religion of
nature, seem fo act up to the principles of external godliness, as high
as natural stréngth can reach; yea, some of them make a profession
of the Gospel, and are ready to compliment Carist to make up their
deficiency; yet, in all these there is not an atom of regenerating

race; it is the old tang of the old nature, neither are they any of
them savingly acquainted with the person, work, grace, and glory,
of the Lorp Jrsus Cumrisr. 1f the Reader wishes to have a true
scriptural account of the real saving work of Gop the Hory Grosy
upon the heart, Irefer him to the picture drawn by inspiration in the
first. Chapter of ‘Paul’s first Epistle to the Thessalonians. In verse
the 4th, the Apostle states the knowledge of election. In the 5th,
he shews how it was proved and made known. In verse the 6th, he
shews the sure effects of it in themselves. And in the four verses
which follow, he shiews the evidences which were proved thereby
to others,

24 And from thence he arose, and went into the
‘borders of Tyre and Sidon, and entered into an
house, and would have no man know #: but he
could not be hid. , ,

25 For a certain woman, whose young daughter .
had an unclean spirit, heard of him, and came
and fell at his feet :

26 The woman was a Greek, a Syrophenician
by nation; and ‘she bescught him that he would
cast forth the devil out of her daughter.

" 27 But Jesus said unto her, Let the children first
be filled: for it is not meet to take the children’s
bread, and to cast it unto the dogs.

28 And she answered and said unto him, Yes,
Lord: yet the dogs under the table eat of the
children’s crumbs. '
29 And he said: unto her, For this saying, go
thy way; the devil is gone out of thy daughter.
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30 And when she was come to her house, she
found the devil gone out, and her daughter laid
upon the bed. -
This miracle is largely dwelt upon, Matt. xv. 21

31 And again, departing from the coasts of
Tyre and Sidon, he came unto the sea of Galilee,
through the midst of the coasts of Decapolis.

32 And they bring unto him one that was deaf,
and had an impediment in his speech; and they
beseech him to put his hand upon him.

33 And he took him aside from the multitude,
and put his fingers into his ears, and he spit, and
touched his tongue ;

34 And looking up to heaven, he sighed, and
saith unto him, Ephphatha, thatis, Be opened.

35 And straightway his ears were opened, and
the string of his tongue was loosed, and he spake
plain.

d 36 And he charged them that they should tell
no man: but the more he charged them, so much
the more a great deal they published i ;

* 37 And were beyond measure astonished, say-
ing, He hath done all things well: he maketh
- both the deaf to hear, and the dumb to speak.

Some copies read this passage, concerning our Lorp’s progress, that
Jesus went through Sidon; but as Sidon was further off from Ga-
lilee than Tyre, it is more than probable Jesus went not through it.
Howeyer, this deaf and dumb man which ihey brought to Jesus, was
not of either place. The miracle the Lorp manifested in healing him,
.excited great astonishment among the people; but the spiritual sense
of it seems to have been wholly overlooked by them. Nothing be-
comes more striking, in proof of a spiritual deafness and dumbness,
.than a poor unawakened sinner. He is like the deaf adder, which
_stoppeth her ears at the voice of the charmer ; charm he never so wisely ;
for all the melody of mercy’in the Gospel of Carist, nor all the
harsh sounds of condemnation in the law of God, can affect-his mind.
- And as he hears of nothing, either to allure, or to alarm, so no cry
for salvation ever passeth his lips. I pray the Reader to motice,
however, the solicitade’ of his friends in bringing him to' Jesus.
Gracious souls, who know the Lorp, do well to bring to Jesus those
, who know him not. .He that hath unstopped your ears, and, o;_)ened
your lips, can do the sanie by others. And while we qualify oug
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prayers for the most graceless, by our Lorp’s standard, we cannot
err, Neither, said Jesus, (while acting as the Great High Priest in
interceding for his Apostles,) pray I for these alone, but for them also
which shall believe on me through their word. John xvii. 20. Precious
prayer! including the thousands then unborn of the Redeemer’s fa-
mily. Jesus’s followers have here a very plain direction how to qua-
lify their prayers, when visiting a mercy seat for the unawakened.

I beg the Reader, not to overlook the circumstance, in the miracle,
of the Lorp’s taking the poor man aside from the multitude. Yes!
when JEsus works an act of sovereign grace upon his people, for
the most part he calls them aside from the world, yea, from them-
selves, from what they were before; and manifests himself in secret,
and gives them to eat of the hidden manna. Rev. ii. 17. Neither do
I think the actions of our adorable Lorp were without signification,
JEsUs may be said to put his fingers into the ears of his redeemed,
when he opens them to hear the joyful sound. He truly toucheth our
tongues with -the spittle of his meuth, when he looseneth our lips
to speak his praise. And his looking up to heaven, in confirmation
of what he saith, My Fatker worketh hitherto, and Iwork. Johnv.
17. is 2 sweet testimony of the Oneness in the FaTner and the Sox,
in all the parts of his divine mission. The sigh of Crrist, and
the Ephphatha or Ethphatha he pronounced with it, are beautiful
proofs of his Gop-Man, Person, and Character. His power to open,
-and his sigh in testimony of his fellow feeling, were here heautifully
blended. Reader! do not overlook it! Oh! what everlasting effects
of sovereign grace must follow, when Jesus visits the souls of his
redeemed with his great salvation !

. G ———

REFLECTIONS.

Reaprr! let us pause over the awful view of the deceitfulness of
the human heart, as read to us in those Scribes and Pharisees!
While full of uncleanness, and all manner of hypocrisy, see how
they prided themselves on ontside appearaiiees!

But while such striking facts may serve to teach us, as they ought to
teach us, the deepest humility, let a sense of it lead us to all-precious
Jesus!  Oh! how ought the consciousness of it to endear CHRIST to
the heart. Gracious, and compassionate Redeemer! dispossess every
evil, every unclean affection, from our souls. Lorp! to thee belongs
the coring, both of the spiritually. deaf, and dumb. Oh! do thou
pronounce the soul-renewing word, Eplphatha! and every faculty
will obey thee. Thy people now will be astonished at the riches of
thy grace, as they of old were at thy power, Thou hast indeed done
. all things well in'time, and to all eternity. My poor deaf and dumb
soul thou hast made to hear and speak; yea, thou hast raised it to a
new life, when dead in trespasses and sins!

CONTENTS.
Curist is here described in feeding the people by a miracle. He giveth
Sight to a blind man, and sweetly discourscth with his disciples.
Vou L 11
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N those days the multitude being very great, and

having nothing to eat, Jesus called his disciples
unto him, and saith unto them,

2 1 have compassion on the multitude, because
they have now been with me three days, and have
nothing to eat:

3 And if I send them away fasting to their own
houses, they will faint by the way : for divers of
‘them came from far.

4 Anid his disciples answered him, From whence
can a man satisfy these men with bread here in the
wilderness ?

5 And he asked them, How many loaves have’
ye? And they said, Seven.

6 And he commanded the people to sit down on
the ground: and he took the seven loaves, and
gave thanks, and brake, and gave to his disciples
to set before them; and they did set tkem before
the people.

7 And they had a few small fishes: and he
blessed, and commanded to set them also before
them. '

8 So they did eat, and were filled: and they
took up of the broken mear that was left seven
baskets. .

9 And they that had eaten were about four thou-
sand: and he sent them away. -

In addition to the observations made on these miracles of Jusus
feeding the wultitude, see Matt. xv. 32, Mark vi. 35. I would here
only detain the Reader, to remark how unceasingly that compassion
of Jesus is still exercised, now in the day of his power; in feeding
his redeemed spiritually here, in grace, and above, inglory. Let the
Reader turn to the beautiful and interesting account which is given of®
his Church in glory, where Carist leads them o fountains of living
water. Rev.vii. 17. And when he hath beheld, by faith, the Church
sbove, let him look to the Church below, and see no less how Jesus
still feeds them with his grace. He is himself the living bread
and the living water. John vi. 51. .John iv. 14. and as he promiseth
50 his redeemed find ; all, who are fed by him, feel such fulness, tha;
they hunger no more, neither thirst any more, after the empty, unsa_
tisfying things, of time and sense; but find Carst’s flesh to be mea,
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endeed, and Lis blood to be drink indeed. Reader! shall we not both
say, Lorp! evermore give us this bread! Lorp! evermore give us
this water, that we thirst not, neither go clsewhere ¢o draw. John
vi. 34, John iv. 15.

10 9 And straightway he entered into a ship
with his disciples, and came into the parts of
Dalmanutha., /

Blatthew calls this place Magdala. Matt. xv. 39. but it should
seem that Magdale was the larger, of which Dalmanutha formed a
less place, in the same coasts. :

11 And the Pharisees came forth, and began to
question with him, seeking of him a sign from
heaven, tempting him.

12 And he sighed deeply in his spirit, and saith,
Why doth this generation seek after a sign ? verily
I say unto you, There shall no sign be given unto
this generation.

The sighing of Curist, deeply in spirit, as it is said he did, is no
doubt of great signification. I do not presume to explain. Yet I
venture to differ from every Commentator on the passage, who speak
of it, as if Jesus was grieved at the hardness of the Pharisees’ hearts,
in not believing on him. Surely this could never be the case. For as
JEsus knew them, and spake openly of them as a generation of vipers,
which could not believe ; how could the Lorp be supposed to sigh on
this account? See Matt, xxiii, throughout. But though I do not pre-
sume to assign the cause of the Lorp’s sighing deeply in spirit, I would
beg to call the Reader’s attention to the act itself, as a sweet testie
mony of his human affections. Oh! how truly blessed is it to dis-
cover, that Jusvs was, and is, partaker of flesh and blood ; and that
in all things it behoved him to be made like unto his brethren. Heb,
i 14—17,

13 And he left them, and entering into the ship
again, departed to the other side.

14 Now the disciples had forgotten to take bread,
neither had they in the ship with them more than
one loaf.

15/And he charged them, saying, Take heed,
beware of the leaven of the Pharisees, and of the
leaven of Herod.

16 And they reasoned among themselves, say-
ing, It is because we have no bread.

17 And when Jesus knew iz, he saith unto them,

Li2
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Why reason ye, because ye have no bread? per-
ceive ye not yet, neither understand? have ye
your heart yet hardened ?

- 18 Having eyes, see ye not? and having ears,
hear ye not? and do ye not remember ?

19 When I brake the five loaves among five
thousand, how many baskets full of fragments
took ye up? They say unto him, Twelve.

20 And when the seven among four thousand,
how many baskets full of fragments took ye up?
And they said, Seven.

21 And he said unto them, How is it that ye do
not understand ?

If the whole body of the Apostles were with Curist, the one loaf
was a scanty allowance. DBut yet, He who had wrought so great a
miracle but just before, could soon supply. The disciples then were
much of the same complexion as now, soon forgetful, to overlook
and forget Curist’s power. But the precept of Curist, to be careful
of the leaven, both of the Pharisees, and of Herod, is very striking
and important. The Pharisee-leaven hath been a deadly weed in the
Church of Curist; that is, I mcan the real Church of Crrist, which
hath produced much obstruction and entanglement to the pure seed.
What leanness of soul it hath produced, and is now producing, in
numbers of the hearts of Goo’s people, who shall calculate? The
leaven of Ferod, and of the Sudducees, one should conceive, was

like our Free-thinkers, despising all revelation, Lorp! I would say;
preserve thy Church from every false leaven. '

22 9 And he cometh to Bethsaida; and they
bring a blind man unto him, and besought him to
touch him.

‘23 And he took the blind man by the hand, and
led him out of the town; and when he had spit
on his eyes, and put his hands upon him, he asked
him if he saw ought?

24 And he looked up, and said, 1 see men as
trees, walking.

25 After that, he put &is hands again upon his
eyes, and made him look up : and he was restored,
and saw every man clearly. ]

26 And he sent him away to his house, saying,
Neither go into the town, nor tell i to any in the
town. ~
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This Bethsaide is the town concerning which the Lorp pro-
rounced woe. Matt. xi. 21. And yet from thence came Peter
and Andrew and Philip. John i. 44. Reader! it is Dblessed ta
observe how the Church of Curist is gathered from various places,
EBven Jericho had a Rehab, Joshuaii. 1 Heb. xi. 31. And whag
1s more wonderful, from Rahab, after the flesh, sprung Cnrist.
Matt. i. 5, And in what numberless instances do we fiud the chil-
dren of the kingdom spring after the flesh, ont of the loins of the
carnal, who are not heirs of the promise. Aund again, on the contrary,
how frequently the children of the kingdom are the progenitors of
the ungodly. ~All which proves that grace is not hereditary. Such
are among the mysteries of Gon'!

I only detain the Reader over this miracle of the blind, here re-
corded,” to whom Jrsus gave sight, to remark, how the Lorp was
pleased to work this miracle by a progressive cure. It is not said
m what state of blindpess he was; whether without eyes, or only
the eyes he had were totally void of vision. But I beg the Reader,
once for all, to observe, and it is, in my view, a very important ob-
servation, always to have in remembrance, aswell in this instance as
in all others, of Jesus giving sight to the blind, that in cases where
the sockets of the blind were eyeless, the Lorp Jusus, in every cure, -
must have created eyes, as well as given sight.  And this, by the way,
pecame, in every instance, a complete demonstration of his Gopurap,
and proved him to be the Creator. Let the faithful believer never
lose sight of it. And let the infidel, who denies the Goparap of
Curist, explain the possibility, upon any of his infidel principles, if
he can, how Jesus could create eyes, and yet not be Gop. The
Lorp challengeth the blind to come forward as his witnesscs that
he is Gop. And indeed if creation be, as it unquestionably is, the
proof of Gopueap, nothing can be an higher proof. Isaiah xliii. 8,
9,10. See John ix. throughout. In the progressive cure of this man,
no doubt the Lorp was pleased to shew how che path of the just is-us
a shining light, which shireih more and more unto a perfect day. But
we must not, from hence, counclude, that our being in Carist is ob~
tained in a progressive manner, though our enjoyment of that being
is increased by an increasing knowledge. Notso. The opening, or
the creating of this man’s eyes, becane the consequence of a being
in Curnist, but the being itself was fiom all eternity. I am speak-
ing upon the presumption of a spiritual sight, as well as a bodily, being
given to this man,

27 And Jesus went out, and his disciples, into
the towns of Cesarea Philippi: and by the way he
asked his disciples, saying unto them, Whom do
men say that 1 am?

28 And they answered, John the Baptist: but
some sy, Klias; and others, One of the prophets.

29 And he saith unto them, But whom say ve
that I am? and Peter answereth and saith uuto
him, Thou art the Christ,
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30 And he charged them that éhey should tell
no man of him. :

We never can be sufficiently thankful to the Lorp for putting
this-question to his disciples. Neither can we too highly prize that
grace the Lowp gave Peter in the answer. Oh! for the same divine
teaching, whereby alone the knowledge he had is attainable. See
Matt, xvi. 13, &ec.

31 And he began to teach them, that the Son of
man must suffer many things, and be rejected of
the elders, and of the chief priests and scribes,
and be killed, and after three days rise again.

32 And he spake that saying openly. And Peter
took him, and began to rebuke him.

33 But when he had turned about, and looked
on his disciples, he rebuked Peter, saying, Get
thee behind me, Satan: for thou savourest not the
things that be of God, but the things that be of
men.-

Although, on the similar passage recorded by Mutthew, 1 have
made similar observations, and to which I refer, Matt. xvi. 22, 23.
yet, if it be only to repeat them, they cannot be too often brought
before us. Behold, Reader! in the instance of Peter, what man is!
Who could give a more blessed testimony than Peter had just given,
concerning his Gop and Savior. And from whom did he learn it,
but from Gop the Hory Guost? But how plain it is, that when
Peter took Jusus, and began to rebuke him here, he learnt not this
from that Almighty Teacher! Reader! let you and I learn the vast
mmportance of being always under his blessed teachings, who
teacheth not as man teacheth. And let us learn, moreover, from the
instance of this great Apostle, how evident it is, that the people of
Gon may be blessed of the Lorp the SririT to make blessed con-
fessions at times, and yet at others, have indistinct views of some
sweet and precious things of Goo.

34 And when he had called the people unto him,
with his disciples also, he said unto them, Who-
soever will come after me, let him deny himself,
and take up his cross, and follow me.

35 For whosoever will save his life shall lose it ;
but whosoever shall lose his life for my sake, and
the gospel’s, the same shall save it.

36 For what shall it profit a man if he shall gain
the whole world, and lose his own soul ?
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37 Or what shall a man give in exchange for
his soul ?

38 Whosoever therefore shall be ashamed of me
and of my words in this adulterous and sinful ge-
neration: of him also shall the Son of man be
ashamed, when he cometh in the glory of his Fa-
ther with the holy angels.

I cannot suffer this blessed discourse of the Loap Jrsus to pass un-
noticed, though in the parallel passage, Matt, xvi. 24 to the end,
{which see,) I have already remarked upon it. But it were a pity to
Iet a single word of Jrsus drop to the ground. A single soul is of
more value than the whole world ; and for this plain reason : The time
is coming, when the whole world, and all that is in it will be destroy-
ed; but the soul of every individual must live, either in happiness or
misery, for ever. Reader! pause over the subject, and calculate, if
possible, the value of a single soul. The creation of it called forth
the council of the whole persons of the Govurap. The redemption
of it cost Curist his blood. The regencération of it was the work of
Gop the Hory Guost, The everlasting happiness of it engageth the
services of angels, and of men continnally.  Angels rejoice in heaven
in the recovery of every sinner. Hell rageth in the event of their
salvation. The soul hath a capability of grace here, and glory for
ever. And therefore what a loss, incalculably great, must it be, that
a being of such qualities, and so formed, should be exposed to ever-
jasting destruction. Reader! Who is there, thiuk you, capable of
being ashamed of JEsus, and his words?  Never man spake like him ?
Never any amon$ the sons of men to be compared to Jmsus!
Ashamed of him! All nature might blush at the very thought.
But yet, in fact, every son and daaghter of men take shame at Jesus
and his Gospel, who do not seek salvation in his name and righteous-
ness only ; and every one who wishes to add unto, or take from, the
finished salvation of the Lorp Jesvs Curist. Lorp Jesus ! grant that
heaven and earth may now be able to witness for me, and Jesus him-
self will be my witness then ; that in thee alone all my hopes, wishes,
joys, expectations, are. And, like Paul, may I be able to say with
the same assurance of faith; Goo forbid that I sheuld glory, save in
the cross of our Lowp Jusvs Curist, by whom the world is crucified
unto me, and I unto the world. Gal. vi, 14,

REFLECTIONS.

. My soul! see to it, that the frequent notice, the Gospel takes of
" those Scribes and Pharisees, the sworn foes to Curist, that thou do pot
overlook the important lesson to be drawn, from what is said of them.
“They wete zealous in their profession, of what they called godliness ;
but 1t was a godliness only of nature, unawakened by grace. It con-
sisted in outside appearance, honoring Gop with the lips, while their
hearts were far from bim. My soul! see to it, that an union with

Curist forms the basis of all thy worship. It is with the heart, man



260 S1. MARK. [cH. ix,

L

<4

believeth unto righteousness; and with the mouth, confession is made
unto salvation. ’ ’ o :

Precious Lorp Jesus | do thou keepi me, by thine Almighty power,
through faith unto salvation. Give me to see, that from an ever-
Jasting union with thee, in a covenant which cannot be broken ; here
lies the security of grace, to suit the wants and circumstances of all
thy people. Jusvs will say, iphphatha ! to the unopened eyes and ears
of all his children, born in the Adam-nature of blindness, deafness,
yea, dead in trespasses and sins. 'Thine Lok, is the work to accom-
plish, and thine all the glory. Cause me daily to see thy glory,
1o bear thy voice, and my whole heart and soul to speak thy praise!

CHAP IX.

CONTENTS.

We have here the glorious Scene of Curist’s Transfiguration. The
Yorp begins to prepare the minds of his Disciples for his Death. The
miracle of the Child healed of a Dumb Spirit. Our Lorp’s Discourse
with his Disciples. :

ND he said unto them, Verily I say unto you,

That there be some of them that stand here

which shall not taste of death till they have seen
the kingdom of God come with power.

I do not presume to speak decidedly upon so grand a subject, as
this verse contains; but I venture to believe, that when the Lorp
JEsus saith, as in this verse, that there were some then present, whose
lives would not end, until they had seen the kingdom of Gop come
{by which is meant a conviction of Curis1’s person and character) ;
the Lorp JEsus meant, that there were some who now stood before him,
that would live until Curist had fulfilled the whole purposes of his
mission, and had returned unto glory, and the Hory Guost had
come down, to establish the kingdom of Gop in grace upon the earth.
See Acts ii. 36, 37.

2 € And after six days Jesus taketh with him
Peter, and James, and John, and leadeth them up
into an high mountain apart by themselves: and
he was transfigured before them.

3 And his raiment became shining, exceeding
white as snow; so as no fuller on earth can white
them. \

4 And there appeared unto them Elias with
Moses : and they were talking with Jesus.

5 And Peter answered and said to Jesus, Master,

it 1s good for us to be here: and let us make three
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tabernacles; one for thee, and one for Moses, and
one for Elias,

6 For he wist not what to say: for they were
sore afraid.

7 And there ‘'was a cloud that overshadowed
them : and a voice came out of the cloud, saying,
This is my beloved Son: hear him,

8 And suddenly, when they had looked round
about, they saw no man any more, save Jesus only
with themselves.

9 And as they came down from the mountain,
he charged them that they should tell no man
what things they had seen, till the Son of man
were risen from the dead.

10 And they kept that saying with themselves,
questioning one with another what the rising
from the dead should mean.

11 And they asked him, saying, Why say the
scribes that Elias must first come ? v

12 And he answered and told them, Elias verily
cometh first, and restoreth all things; and how it
1s written of the Son of man, that he must suffer
many things, and be set at nought.

13 But I say unto you, That Elias is indeed
come, and they have done unto him whatsoever
they listed, as 1t is written of him.

There doth not seem to be any connection in what went before, with
what is here said of this wonderful scene of Curist’s Transfiguration,
since there was an interval of six days from the one to the other. But,
no doubt, the glory must have been abundantly overwhelming. I
presume not to enter into a description of what is not describable.
In addition to what bath been otlered in Matt. xvii. 1, &c. I would
only beg the Reader further to remark with me, how frequently the
Lorp was pleased, both before his open manifestation, in substance of
our flesh, and after he had publicly tabernacled among his people in
human form, to make some special revelation of himself. Who that
reads the frequent visits the Lorp made to his Old Testament saints,
sometimes in an human appearance, and sometimes in that of an angel,
can doubt it. And what were all these, but as so many evidences
how much he longed for the time of his accomplishing redemption to
arrive? And what is it now, when by the influences of his blessed

Ve I, Mm
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Spirit, he makes himself known to his people, as their Redeemer,
Flusband, and Surety ; otherwise than he doth to the world? I beg
the Reader not to overlook the special personal glory here manifested
of Crwist, as the Gop-Man Mediator. It was not the glory of the
essential GonuEap, which the Son of Gobp possesseth in common with
the Farner and the HoLy Guost ; but it was the personal glory of
the union of Gov-and-Man Mediator. And who shall describe this
glory? No wonder the minds of the Apostles were overpowered,
with the splendor of such a scene.

Though I cannot, because I dare not, attempt to enter far into the
subject of Curist’s Transfiguration, being above the present unripe
faculties of the human mind to veach; yet I venture to suggest to the
Reader, some few improving reflections, which arise out of the same.

And, First: I would have the Reader obscrve from it, the tenders
ness of Jesus in preparing the minds of his few faithful followers, for
the humiliation which was shortly to follow. Yet but a little while,
and he whom they saw encircled in glory, with a light, which daz-
zled their view, and overwhelmed their senses, would be nailed te
a cross and die, like one forsaken of Gov and man. By this mani-
festation, the Lorp prepared them for the wonderful change. Reader!
do not fail to make your improvementof it also. Hath Jesus manifest-
ed himsell to you otherwise than he doeth to the world; never
lose sight of it.  Blend the Transfiguration and the Cross; and behold
Carist in both. ‘

. Secondly. Learn, like the Apostles, to make those special an
glorious views of JEsus, the ground work of assurance, against these
seasons which may be dark and discougaging. Peler never lost sight
of this scene, to his dying day. 2 Pet.i. 16, 17,18. And Jokn makes
his knowledge of JEsus, the argument of comforting the whole
Church. 1 Johni.1,2,3.

Thirdly. Learn to consider this manifestation, of the glory of
the Goo-Man in the Mount of Transtiguration, as a sample, of what
shall be the glorified bodies of all the saints of Gop. If in Jesus dwelt
all the fulness of the Goburap bodily, surely we may safely con-
clude, that our bodies, which are now the temple of the Hory Gnosr,
shall become glorious in Jesus : for it is said, zhat he will change ou:
vile bodies, that they may be fashioned like unto his glorious body ac-
cording to the mighty working whereby he is able to subdue all things
ynto himself. Philip. iii. 20.

Lastly, and above all. Let us never forget the preciousness and
blessedness, of the testimony, given by JEHOVAH, in this transaction
to the person, offices, and character of the Lorp JEsus Carist. Oh'!
what a confirmation is this, to all the great purposes of salvation, inthe
infinite dignity, worth, and excellency, of our Lorp JEsus Curist.
Lorp grant that JeHovan's good pleasure, may be my good pleasure ;
-Gop’s chosen, my chosen; Gop’s delight, my delight.

- 14 9 And when he came ta Ais disciples, he saw
a great inultitude about them, and the scribes
questioning with them. "

. 15 And straightway all the people, when they
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beheld him, were gieatly amazed, and runmng
to him saluted him. .

16 And he asked the scribes, What questlon ye
with them? o

17 And one of the multitude answered and said,
Master, I have brought unto thee my son, which
hath a dumb spirit; :

18 And wheresoever he taketh him, he teareth
him ; and he foameth, and gnasheth with his teeth,
and pineth away: and 1 spake to thy disciples
that they should cast him out; and they could not..

19 He answereth him, and saith, O faithless
generation, how long shall I be with you? how
long; shall I suffer you? bring him unto me.

20 And they brought him unto him : and when
he saw him, straightway the spirit tare him; and
he fell on the ground, and wallowed foammg

21 And he asked his father, How long is 1t ago
since this came unto him? And he said, Of a
child.

22 And ofttimes it hath cast bim into the fire,
and into the waters, to destroy him: but if thou
canst do any thing, have compassion on us, and
help us.

23 Jesus said unto him, If thou canst believe,
all things are possible to him that believeth.

24 And straitway the father of the child cried
out, and said with tears, Lord, I believe; help
thou mine unbelief.

25 When Jesus saw that the people came run-
ning together, he rebuked the foul spirit, saying
unto bim, Thou dumb and deaf spirit, I charge
lthee, come out of him, and enter no more 1nto
im.

26 And the spirit cried, and rent him sore, and
came out of him, and he was as one dead; inso-
much that many said, He is dead.

Mm2



2064 St. MARK. [cH. 1,

27 But Jesus took him by the hénd, and lifted
him up; and he arose. :

I hardly know ameng the miracles of Jesus, any, which opens more
sweet, and precious instruction, and which under divine teaching may
be rendered more profitable to the Church of Curist than this; and
I hope therefore that the Reader will indulge me in enlarging upon it.
Here is a tender father, with very slender faith, brings his child to
CHrIsT, to obtain a cure for him, under the possession of an evil spirit,
The disciples who had in other instances, through the name, and by the
authority of their divine Master wrought similar cures, here failed. It
pleased the Loxp, for the greater glory of Curisrt, the humbling of the
Apostles, and the trying the faith of the father of the child, in his
providence, soto order it. The poor man came, under great doubts
and fears it is evident, by his manner of expression, probably tempt-
ed to fear that as the servants had failed, so might the Master. If
(said he) thou canst do any thing, have compassion upon us and help us.
To which our Lorp made this remarkable answer ; If thou canst bg=
licve all things are possible to him that believeth. No doubt the Lorp
Jesus accompanied his words with power; for immediately the man
convinced of his little faith, and full of distress on account of his child,
cried out, with tears, Lorp! I believe; help thou mine unbelief. The
event was as might be expected, Jesus healed the son and comforted
the father.

‘The subject is too interesting not to follow it up, with suited observa-
tions: therefore the Reader will allow me to remark, what a sweet in-
struction it holds forth to persons of weak faith, to exercise more con-
fidence in the Lorp Jesus Carist. It should be observed, that this
man had faith, though it was small. Now the smallest faith is nat of
human creation, it must be of Gon. And asall faith comes frem JEsus,
who is the author and finisher of faith; there is more cause to bless
Gop, for the smallest degree of faith, than for all the riches of the
world.  For it implies an union with CrrisT, and intercst in CHRIST. .
As many as were ordained to eternal life believed. Acts xiii. 48. And
another scripture saith, that by him all that believe, that is, be they
many or few, be they strong or weak, yet, as it is by Jesus and his
great salvation, and not from the merits of their faith, a!f that believe,
are justified from all things. - Acts x. 43. So that the weak believer
or the strong, the babe in CurisT, ot the father in Gop, dre all alike
as to their justification ; though the joy in believing will differ, accord-
ing to the weakness or strength of faith, in the believer. Reader! I
beseech you, to take occasion, from what is here said of this poor
man’s faith, to make it in some measure a standard, by which to as-
certain your own. Weak as his faith was, it still led him to Jesus.
Doth your faith in'Curist do this? He had a consciousness of the
wealtess of it, and begged of JEsus to increase it : Lorp! said he, J
believe, help thou mine unbelief. Do you feel this? and cana throne of
grace witness for you, that you go there frequently with such peti-
tions? This poor man not only sought an increase of it, but he
sought it with tears. Straifway, saith the Evangelist, the father of
the child cried out with tears, Lowp ! I believe; help thou mine un~
beligf. It is a blessed sign, when the heart is softened upder grage,
and a sense of unworthiness and unbelief, leads the heart to Gon



©H. IX.] St. MARK. 265

to seek relief in Jesus. Reader! I would ask for myself, and if the
L.orp so please, may he give you grace also so to ask for yourself,
as the Apostles did: Lorp! increase our faith. Luke xvii. 5. But
while the faith of an Apostle or a Patriarch, be desirable, let us learn
to bless the Lorp for what he hath bestowed. For, from the smallest
degree of faith, we prove our call of Gop; and that we have efernal
Lfe abiding in us, by the spirit which he hath given us. 1 John iii. 24,

28 And when he was come into the house, his
disciples asked bim privately, Why could not we
cast him out?

29 And he said unto them, This kind can come
forth by nothing, but by prayer and fasting.

I have separated those verses, from the preceding, though they
form a part of the same history ; not by way of explaining them, for
I very freely confess, that I do not apprehend the full sense and
meaning of them: but by way of calling the Reader’s attention te
them, one point I think is very evident from our Lorp’s words, that
when the disciples questioned the cause of their inability, cur Loro doth
not say, this kind can come forth by nothing but by prayer and fast-
ing : in allusion to the evil spirit, for in the parallel pagsage, Matt,
xvii. 20. Jesus directly refers it to a want of faith. Fastings and
prayers are creature exercises. Our Lorp cannot be,supposed to
assign to such the power of miracles. And evidently in the parallel
passage of Matthew, the Lorp ascribes the power rather to faith. The
subject is however attended with too much difficulty to determine.
Though I am inclined to think that by prayer and fasting, JEsus
refers to himself, in whom alone all righteousness is fulfilled.

30 4 And they . departed thence, and passed
through Galilee: and he would not that any man
should know i,

31 For he taught his disciples, and said unto
them, The Son of man is delivered into the hands
of men, and they shall kill him: and after that.
he is killed, he shall rise the third day.

32 But they understood net that saying, and

were afraid to ask him.

1 shall detain the Reader no longer, in an observation on these
verses, than just to request him to notice, how tenderly the Lowp
began to open to them the subject of his death. e had noticed it
slightly, in the preceding Chapter, verse 31; and here agrin he keeps
up the remembrance of it. And let not the Reader fail to remark, that
in both places, the Lorp is pleased to connect together with his death,
ihe certainty of his resurrection.

33 And he came to Capernaum; and being in
the house, he asked them, What was it that ye
disputed among yourselves by the way ?
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34 But they held their peace: for by the way
they had disputed among themselves who should be
the greatest.

35 And he sat down and called the twelve, ‘and
saith unto them, [f any man desire to be first, the
same shall be last of all, and servant of all.

36 And he took a child, and set him in the midst
of them: and when he had taken him in his arms,
he said unto them,

37 Whosoever shall reccive one of such children

in my name, receiveth me: and whosoever shall
recelve me, receiveth not me, but him that sent
me,

Do not overlook in this passage, the Gopurap of Curist. He knew
their hearts. And though he asked them of the cause of their dispute,
yet this was not for his mformamon, but for their reproof. And I pray
the Reader to observe, the very engaging method the Lorp adopted to
cure his disciples of all that mistaken pride he discovered in them.
What a beautiful emblem of Curist’s kingdom is represented in the
humbleness, and docxhty of ‘a little child ! Dawid speaks of the state
of his soul, under the consciousness of his nothingness, and abstraction
from the vanity and pride of life, ¢s @ weaned child. Psm. cxxxi. 2.
To a child of Gop, who hath really, and truly known and tasted the
preciousness of Jesus; the breasts of the mother would no longer
afford sweet milk ; but the bitterness of wormwood and gall is put upon
them,

38 And John answered hLim, saying, Master, 4'
we saw one casting out devils in thy name, and he
followeth not us: and we forbad him, because he
followeth not us.

39 But Jesus said, Forbid him not : for there is
no man which shall do a miracle in my name thah
can lightly speak evil of me.

40 For he that is not against us is on our part.

41 For whosoever shall give you a cup of water
to drink in my name, because ye belong to Christ,
verily I say unto you, he shall not lose his reward,

42 And whosoever shall offend one of these little
ones that believe in me, it is better for him that a
millstone were hanged about his neck, and he were

cast into the sca,
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1 cannot offer a better improvement, on this'very interesting passage,
according to my view of it, and if so be the Lonp the Hory Guosw
is the teacher, both of him that writes and him that reads, than to ob-
serve, that here is drawn, and by the Lozp himself, the line of dis«
tinction, between what the Prophet, ages before declared, the rightcous
and the wicked ; between him that serveth Gov and him that serveth
him not. Malachi iii. 18, Lvery circumstance in the word of Gop,
tends to the confirmation, that the two grand distinctions in life, how
diversified soever they may ap‘peai' to our dim sighted view; are formed
between the Church of Cruist and the ungodly world, the seed of the
woman, and the spirit which worketh in the children of disobedience.
The language of Currst is decisive, He that is not against us, is on our
part.  And the Lorp hath very largely set the same solemn truth
forth in all his discourses. The good seed and the tares, the sheep and
the goats, the wise virgins and the foolish. And as they are perfectly
distinct in their origin, their nature, and connection, so are they in
all their progress, condition, and termination, There is nothing that
can be called neutral, or of a middle state. To one or the other of
these different kingdom all belong, and so will remain to all eternity.
Reader?! it is blessed, when under the Spirit’s teaching, we discover
our union with Curist, and consequently our interest in CHrist.
Luke xii. 32.

43 And if thy hand offend thee, cut it off: it is
better for thee to enter into life maimed, than hav-
ing two hands to go into hell, into the fire that
never shall be quenched :

44 Where their worm dicth not, and the fire is
not quenched. :

45 And if thy foot offend thee, cut it off: it is
better for thee to enter halt into life, than having
two feet to be cast into hell, into the fire that never
shall be quenched :

46 Where their worm dieth not, and the fire ig
not quenched.

47 And if thine eye offend thee, pluck it out:
it is better for thee to enter into the kingdom of
God with one eye, than having two eyes to be
cast into hell fire : '

48 Where their worm dieth not, and the fire
is not quenched.

So very important, are those solemn and awful words, that the
Lorp Jusus was pleased thrice to repeat them. It:nay weil become us
to make as solemn an enquiry into their meaning. Perhaps the Reader
will recollect, that they are a quotation from the close of Isaieh’s



268 St. MARK. [cH. 1X.

e I R ——

prophecy. JEsus thus confirms the words of his servant, by giving
the authority of the Master. Iu that prophetieal chapter, with which
Isaioh ends his ministry, he deseribes the result of the whole. When
the T.oxv hath brought home his kingdom, and the new heavens
and the néw earth are formed; and all his redeemed are made Priests
to Gob and the Faruey, in order to effcct their minds with suitable
mnpressions of distinguishing grace, they shall from time to time go
forth and look upon the misery of the wicked, for their woym
shall not die, neither shall their fire be quenched. Isaiah lxvi. 21
to the end. Now whether this prophccy referred to the Gospel
Church, when Jerusalem was destroyed, or whether to the more
spiritual state, when, as in the present day, the Jews nationally
considered are given up to an unbelieving mind: eyesthat they should
not sce, and cars that they should not fiear. Rom. xi.8. Or whether
it hath a reference to the awful judgments of the last day, or whether
the whole be included, and it refers to all taken together; in either
sense the doctrine is the same.  As in the case of the Parable of the
#ick man and Lazarus, the misery of the former was encreased in be-
holding the blessedness of the latter; so the terrors of hell, will be
aggravated from a view of the felicity of heaven; and the glories of
distinguishing mercy will make the redeemed ten fold more illustrious
when looking over the battlements of heaven, they view the horrors of
unredeemed transgressors.

49 For every one shall be salted with fire, and
every sacrifice shall be salted with salt.

50 Salt is good : but if the salt have lost his salt-
ness, wherewith will ye season it? Have salt in
yourselves, and have peace one with another.

Various have been the sense given to those verses, by different wri-
ters. I presume not to speak upon them decidedly. All Ishall pro-
pose, I would propose by way of humble enquiry, looking to Gon
the SeiriT to guide me and instruct me through the whole passage ; and
if I err, to pardon my errors, and suffer them not to be the means of
leading others into the same.

And first, I humbly conceive, that as our Lorp all the way through
this discourse, from the 43rd verse, is speaking of the misery ot hell,
and the blessedness of heaven; I apprehend that he is still preserving:
the view of both in what he saith here of the person and the sacrifice.
The one, is said to be salted with fire, the other is distinguished from
this in being saljed with salt. The former, salted with fire, it should
seem (for I humbly ask the question) hath reference to those whose
everlasting misery is expressed under the similitude of « worm that
dieth not, and the fire not quenched. Salted with fire will then imply,
that as the common salt hath power to preserve flesh trom corrup-
tion, so this fire shall be, to preserve in being those persons from
being consumed. And while, as was before said, the worm of a
guilty conscience-shall grow upon them with inexpressible anguish,
they shall never die; the fire which is not extinguishable shall be as
salt to preserve, while it shall burn with divine wrath to punish, and
never go out 3 but the smoke of their torment ascenddth up for ever and
zoer Rev. xiv, L,
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In relation to the latter ; every sacrifice shall be salted with salt ¢
I humbly conceive, that these sweet words have reference to the re-
deemed in Crrist, It is a truth too well known, and too firmly ascer-
tained to be questioned, that the whole law was but ¢ shadow of good
things to come; but the body is Curist. Hence, therefore, strictly and
properly speaking, there was no real sacrifice, but the one offering of
the body of Jesus Curist, once for all : for by that one offering he
hath perfected for ever them that are sanciified.  Heb. x. 1—14. " So
that every offering under the law, was offered, with an eye to Curisy:
and He was the one glorious substance of all.  Laying this down as a
foundation, which cannot be quustioned, we can now enter into some
apprehension at least of our Lorn's gracious words, if (as I have ven-
tured to suppose) they refer 1o the redeemed in Curist: Kvery
sacrifice shall be salted with sult. Curist the sacrifice, shall be ofiered
by faith, with ke salt of the Covenant. Tor so the Lorp enjoined the
Church when setting forth the sacrifice of Carist in type and shadow.
Ewvery oblation of thy meat offering shalt thou season with salt : neither
shalt thow suffer the solt of the Covenant of tiy Gop to be lucking from
thy meat offering : with all thine offerings thou shalt offer salt. Levit.
i, 13, So that while the salied with jire acts upon the persons of the
unredecmed, as salt to flesh to preserve in being, and yet in unex-
tinguishable torments, the salt of the Covenant with which the sa-
crifice 1s offered, preserves to everlasting happiness the souls and
bodies of the Lorp’s people; being saved and accepted in Curist.
Oh! Lorp Jesus! say to my soul, and in saying it, confirm thy
word unto thy servant, wherein thou hast caused me to hope; Lave salt
in yourselpes. Let never the salt of the Covenant of my Gob be lack-
ing, but may Jusus in all his person, offices, grace, and spiritual sea-
sonings, be inall my poor offerings: then shall I be as the salt of the
earth, preserved in thee, and by thee, not only from the corruption
of the world around, but the corruptions within, and have peace with
thee, and all thy people. )

e BT e e

EFLECTIONS.

Lonp Jesus | While I read thy gracious promise, at the opéning
of this Chapter, to some of thy faithiul ones; who, according to what
was then said, did not taste death till they bad seen this kingdom come
with power ; I bless thee that though not present at thy Transfigu~
ration ;. yet sceing thee by faith, and knowing thee as the Lorp oyr
Ricnteousngss, all thy redcemed of the present day can say as holy
Simeon of old, mine eyes have scen thy salvation !

Beholding thy rich mercy to the Child of the Poor Man, who,
though his faith was so slender, yet thy grace was so great ; help me
Lorp ; yea, help all thy redeemed ones, to join in the same prayer,
and may we experience the same mercy: Lorp, I believe ! help thou
wmine unbelicf. ) ,

Oh! for a spirit of humility among thy Church and People, that
each may esteem other better than themselves: yea, may we all be
content to be nothing ; yea, less than nothing, that JEsus, our adorable
JEsus, may be all in all !

In the awful view of the unregenerate, in their worm that dieth not,
and the fire that is not quenchked ; oh! give thy people grace tp mark,

Vor L Na :

-
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and rightly prize, their distinguishing mercies. Lorp ! how s it that
thou hust manifested thyself unto us and not unto the.world. Oh! for
the salt of the Covenant of my Gopo! Oh! fir the unspeakable blessed-
ness in the interest in Curist’s sacrifice! Oh! for the grace of Gob
the HoLy GHost, salting with the salt of his regenerating, cleansing,
lluminating, strengthening, and confirming influence, my soul uwnto
the day of ecternal redemption !

CHAP. X.
CONTENTS.
Our Lord is here discoursing on the subject of divorcement. Little
‘Children are brought to Curist. The Loro again speaks -of his ap-
proaching Sufferings. Jesus passeth through Jericho.
ND he arose from thence, and cometh nto
- A the coasts of Judea by the farther side of
Jordan: and the people resort unto him again; and,
as he was wont, he taught them again.
2 € And the Pharisees came to him, and asked
him, Is it Jawful for a man to put away /Lis wite?
tempting him.
3 And he answered and said unto them, What
did Moses command you? ‘
4 And they said, Moses suffered to write a bill
of divorcement, and to put /Zer away.
5 And Jesus answered and said unto them, I'or
the hardness of your heart he wrote you this pre-
cept.
6 But from the beginning of the creation, God
‘made them male and female.
-7 For this cause shall a man leave his father and
mother, and cleave to his wife;
8 And they twain shall be one flesh; so then
they are no more twain, but one flesh.
9 What therefore God hath joined together, let
ot man put asunder. |

- 10 And in the house his disciples asked him
.-again of the same matter. o
“" 11 And’ he saith unto them, Whosoever shall

put away his wife, and marry another, committeth
adultery against her. '



CH. X.] Sr. MARK. 271

Z

12 And if a woman shall put éway her husband,
and be married to another, she committeth adultery.

Our Lorp’s circuit in his ministry would lead, in the contemplation
of it, to a most profitable subject. Unwearied in all his services, with
zeal to his Father’s glory, and his people’s happiness, the sun watch-
ed his path by day, and the stars witnessed to his communion by night.
It was no small distance Jesus had advanced in a little space. In the
8th Chapter we find him on the borders of Tyre and Sidon westward,
and now he is arrived eastward on the coasts of Judaa by Jordan.
Precious Lorp ! what a lesson, and what an example, to thy ministers
and people! John ix. 4.

We have the Pharisees, the sworn foes to Curist, in this paragraph
at their own trade again ; not to receive instruction, but to entangle
JEsus in his talk. They brought forward for his decision, that popular
question already decided in their mind, but wishing to entrap Crrssrs:
the subject concerning Divorces. But how unworthy soever their
designs were, the Church of Carist find cause to bless Gobp that the
question was put to CrwisT, since it gave occasion for his very sweet
and gracious answer ; by which the doctrine respecting diverces is put
upon its just and unalterable foundation. If the reader will once
more read over this paragraph, from the 2d to the 12th verse inclusive,
Iwill then request his attention to the subject, according to our Lorp’s
own statement,

" And first: Our Lorp most decidedly proves, that even in the cases
where Moses permitted a divorcement, he allowed it not, without
compelling the husband to write the bill with his own hand, before
he put her away. As if to shew, that it should not be the hasty im--
pulse of the moment, but the solemn and serious result of proper deli-
beration; thereby allowing an harsh and angry husband the time to
relent.  And even here, it was to be done with such coolness, turning
over all the consequences, that the husband by the same law, how-
ever afterwards he might repent, was not by any means allowed to
take her again.  See Deut. xxiv. 1——4. And the Lorp Jesus added
shiat this law, which secined rather to wink at such conduct than
justify it, would never have been given by Moses but for the hardness
of their hearts. So decidedly against all divorces was the tender and
gompassionate Jrsus.

But, sccondly : The Lorp Jesus doth not stop here. His decision
against all divorces arose from an higher authority still; for saith
Jisus, from the beginning of the creation, Gop made them male and
female; and declared that when joined in marriage, they were no
longer twain, but one flesh : that Gop himself joined them together;
and man dared not put them asunder. Here is an uncommonly strong
argument in this statement by Curist: not only because marriage was
of divine institution, and the separating man and wife solemnly pro-
hibited by their Maker ; but because in the first instance of wedloclk,
which ever took place in the creation of Gov, there was no possibility
of the man’s putting away his wife and taking another ; for no other
woman existed. One man, and one woman, the Lorp had made, and
no more : and from those two, made one by marriage, the race was
to follow. So that here in the first marriage of our first parcnts, the
Lorp’s holy will and pleasure (i?ncce)rning marriage was fully given,

) Nng



272 St. MARK. [cH. X.

as a pattern to all their children. I think this is so unalterably strong
and conclusive, that no appeal can be made against it. The popular
wish, and too general conduct of the Jews, in putting away their
wives, received our Lorp’s decided condemnation. :

But we must not stop here. Divorcement received another decided
xeproof from the very design of marriage: which was altogether
with a mystical allusion to Cumist, and his Church, We have an
authority which cannot be questioned, that the marriage of our first
parents, Adam and Eve, in the garden of Eden, was altogether a type,
or more properly speaking, the shadow and representation of CHRIsT’s
marriage with his Church, A #ype, it might be said, because it set
forth what would be accomplished when the fulness of time was
come, and Gop sent forth his Son, made of a Woman, in mairying
our nature. And yet a shadow also, because it became the shade of
a prior substance, when before all worlds the Son of Gob did as the
Prophet described him, betroth his Church to himself for ever, Ilosca
ii. 18, 19. It was not good that the Gop-Max Curist Jusus should
be alone; no more than Adam, in the Adam nature, in which he
was created : for then how would Crrist have been the Bridegroom
of his Church without a Bride? Jrmovan thervefore said, [ will make
kim an helpmate for him. Hence therefore of the Church to Cansst,
as well as of Eve to her husband ; it is said, therefore shall a man leave
his father and his mother and shall cleave.to hiswife : and they shall
be one flesh, Gen. ii. 18 to the end, See Ephes. v. 23 to the end.

If the veader be not tired with the length of these observations on
this passage, I would wish to detain him, one moment longer, on the
subject of divorcement. You have seen the Loup JEsus decidedly
giving his disapprobation to all divorcement, Perhaps it will be
asked, yea it should be asked, as the most interesting question of all
others : Did ever Jesus put away his wife ? To which 1 venture most
bumbly tosay ; I'trow not. Let the reader look over the word of Gon
for himself, (and never never can he be engaged in a question of higher
consequence,) and I persuade myself he will conclude with me, that
o bill of divorcement was ever given by Jesus to his Church. He
who by his servant Paul hath said ; kusbands love your wives, and be
not bitter against them, would not be himself bitter against his,
Coloss. iii. 19, Nay, the Apostle elsewhere saith, when speaking of
men’s loving their wives as thdir own bodies, and he that loveth his
wife loveth himself, makes ;y's blessed addition, No man ever yet

hated his own flesh, but nourisheth and cherisheth it, even as Cunist
the Chyrch. Ephes. v. 28, 29. Here’s a beautiful scripture in point.
As no man ever hated his own flesh; even though covered with sores
and wounds, so Jesvs loved his Church, though leprous and unclean :
Oh ! precious, precious Lorp Jesus! Surely it becometh thee in al}
things to have the pre-eminence!

And now, if the Reader feels interested (as well he may; Lorn
let it engage my unceasing attention !) to look Into the word of Gop
in the enquiry ; whether Jesus ever put away his Wife ; let him dili
gently search the whole Bible. The most striking passages which
scem to lean this way, are Jerem, iii. 8. Isaiah L. 1. Hosea ii. 2.
Bat the smallest attention, and especially when connected with the
whole body of scripture on the subject, very plainly (according to
my view,) declare the contrary. Let the Reader take with the $th
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verse of Jeremial, the 3d, the Ist and 14th verses of the same
chapter. Let him attend also to the manner of expression in the 50th
chapter of Isaiah, and Ist verse, and he will perhaps be inclined to
think with me, that the Lorp challengeth any one to show the bill of
divorcement; knowing there was none. Aud as for the passage in
FHosea, chapter ii. and 2d verse; the whole chapter and the follow-
ing are most decided in proof, that Jesus never did, as the Apostle
Paul speaks elsewhere, cast away his people whick he foreknew.
Rom. xi. 1, 2. Our Lorp’s manner of speaking on this subject ; where
is the bill of your wmother’s divorcement, and the like ; is not un-
similar to what he used to his disciples on another occasion. At that
day ye shall ask in my name ; and I say not indoe you thar I will pray
JSor you. John xvi. 26. Now one might be led to think, in the first
view of these words, as if Jesus meant to decline praying for
them ; whereas, it is evident JEsus meant thereby to say more fully
that he would. :

The Reader will T hope forgive the length to which I have extend-
ed the subject, from the importance of it; and I shall now leave him
to his own conclusions, under the pleasing assurance, that the Al-
mighty Semrr of truth will guide both Writer and Reader into ail
trath, on this most sweet and interesting subject. Indeed, indeed it is
blessed to hear the Lorn, the Gop of Israel, say that ke hateth putting
away. Malachi ii. 14, 15, 16.  And oh! what blessedness will in the
end appear, when after all the treacherous departures of Jrsus’s
Church, in all her spiritual adulteries, Jrsus must, he will, vea,
he cannot rest until he hath brought her home to his Faruur’s
house, and presented her to himself a glorious Church, not having spot
or wrinkle or any such thing, but that she shall be koly und withaut
blemish. Ephes. v.27. Rev. xix, 59,

13 € And they brought young children to him,
that he should touch them; and /4is disciples re-
buked those that brought them. |

14 But when Jesus saw 7z, he was much dis-
pleased, and said unto them, Suffer the little chil-
dren to come unto me, and forbid them not; for
of such is the kingdom of God. ’

15 Verily 1 say unto you, Whosoever shall not
receive the kingdom of God as a little child, he
shall not enter therein. ‘

16 And he took them up in lis arms, put his
hands upon them, and blessed thein.

The same observations will meet us here, as Matt. xviii. 1, &c.
Luke xviii. 15,

17 And when he was gone forth into the way,

there came one running, and kneeled to him, and
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asked him, Good ’\ﬂ'aster, what shall T do that I
may Inherit eternal life ?

18 And Jesus said unto him, Why callest thou
me good? there is none good but one, that is,
God.

19 Thou knowest the commandments, Do not
commit adultery, De not kill, Do not steal, Do
‘not bear false witness, Defraud not, Honour thy
father and mother. ’4

. 20 And he answered and said unto him, Master,
all these have I observed from my youth.

21 Then Jesus beholding him loved him, and
and said unto him, One thmw thou lackest :
thy way, sell whatsoever thou hast, and give to
the poor, and thou shalt have treasure in heaven:
and come, take up the cross, and follow me.

2 And he was sad at that saying, and went
aWdV grieved : for he had great possessions.

23 ¢ And Jesus looked round about, and saith
unto his dlSC]plPS, How hardly shall they that have

riches enter into the kingdom of God!

24 And the disciples were astonished at his
words. But Jesus answereth again, and saith
unto them, Children, how hard is it for them that
trust in riches to enter into the kingdom of God!

25 It is easier for a camel to go throunh the eye
of a needle, than for a rich man to enter into the
kingdom of God.

26 And they were astonished out of measure,
saying among themselves, Who then can be‘

“saved ?

97 And Jesus looking upon them saith, VV:th
men # is impossible, but: not with God: for with
God all things are possible.

28 9 Then Peter began to say unto him, Lo,,
we have left all, and have followed thee.

29 ’Xnd Jesus answered and said, Verily I say
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unto you, There is no man that hath left house,
or brethren, or sisters, or father, or mother, or
wife, or children, or land, for my sake, and the
gospel’s, '

30 But he shall receive an hundred fold now in
this time, houses, and brethren, and sisters, and
mothers, and children, and lands, with persecu-
tions; and in the world to come cternal lite.

31 But many that are first shall be last; and the
last first.

Tn addition to the observations offercd on the parallel passage, Matt.,
wxix. 16, &c. I would beg to remark on the expression of Jesus be-
holding this young man, and as it is said, loved him, the words have no
one reference whatsoever to the love Jrsus beareth towards his people.
There are various degrees of affection perfectly well known, felt, and
understood by mankind. Ilven in the natural affinity of life, our love
to one another is regulated by the particular character of relationship
in which we stand.  The Lorp Jesus might be said, when behold-
ing this youth, in whom the corruptions induced by the fall, had not
broken out, in the more violent instances of notorious profligacy, as
in the great mass of men, to love what he saw amiable. But then, it
should be carcfully distinguished what this love meant, from the love
Jesus bearcth to his people. The sequel of this youth’s history, in
going away sorrowful from Curist, and never more coming to
CHrist, as far as we are informed, very decidedly prove that no work
of grace ever passed upon his heart. The love here spoken of differs
altogether from the special affection the Iorp Jrsus bears to the
persons of his redeemed, which are the gift of his Father, thé pur-
chase of his blood, and the objects of the everlasting love of Gob the
Hovry Grosr, in whom he puts the influences of his sovereign power
.and grace to make them wise unto salvation, through the faith that is
in Carist JEsus, - ‘

" The concluding part of this passage is uncommonly beautiful and
interesting. , While Jesus, in strong figures represents the total impos-
sibility of the mere efforts of nature, rising above nature; he sets
forth the ease and blessedness with which his redeemed, through his
grace, will attain his kingdom. An huge camel might as soon pass
through the eye of a'needle, as for a rich man; rich in his own fancied
gooduess, swollen and bloated with his own Phariszical righteous-
ness, but never regenerated by grace, to enter into the kingdom of
Gobp, While on the gther hand, every one of Curist’s regenerated
family, poor in spirit, rick in faith, and heirs of the kingdom, and
who give proofs of the triumphs of grace over mature, leaving all for
Curist, will enter with a full tide of glory into Currst’s kingdom ;
being saved, not by works of righteousness which they have done, but
according to rich, free and sovercign mercy, by the washing of rege-
neration and renewing of the Hovy Grost, shed upon them abundantly
through Jusvs Cunist our Loro,  Titus iil, 5, 6, ' '



376 | St. MARK. [en.x.

32 9 And they were in the way going up to Je-
rusalem; and Josus went before them: and they
were amazed; and as they followed, they were
afraid: and he took again the twelve, and began
to tell them what thmgjs should happen unto lum,

33 Saying, Behold, we go up to Jerusalem; and
the Sen of man shall be delivered unto the ch1e£
riests, and unto the scribes; and they shall con-
emn him to death, and shall deliver him to the
Gentiles :
34 And they shall mock him, and shall scourge
him, and shall spit upon hlm, and shall kill }um :
and the third day he shall rise again.

{ beg the Reader not to overlook the affection of Jesus in thus
graduallv preparing the disciples for his death. See Chap. viii. 31,
and Chap. ix. 31, &c. 1tisa blessed trait of character of Jusus in
confirmation of the Jeading feature of his office work as Mediator, the
voluatary nature of it, that he longed for the accomplishment of the
whole in his death. Hence we find him, Luke xix. 28, going before
ascending up to Jerusalem. I have @ baptism (said JEsus) zo be
baptized with ; and how am I straitened wuntil it be accomplished.
Luke xii. 50. So to Judas. What thou doest, do quickly. John xiii.
87. And when Judas and the band came to apprehend him: Jesus
went forth and said unto them, whom seek ye 2 I am he. John xviii. -
- 4, 5. Blessedly is it said of him, that ke was led as @ lamb to the
slaugrmter, so free, so willing. [Isaiah liii. 7.

35 And James and John, the sons of Zebedee,
come unto him, baym Master, we would that
thou shouldest do for us whatsoever we shall
desire.

36 And he said unto them, What would ye that
I should do for you?

37 They said unto him, Grant unto us that we
may sit one on thy right hand, and the other on
thy left hand, in thy glory.

38 But Jesus said unto them, ye know not what
ve ask; can ye drink of the cup that I drink of?
and be baptized with the baptisin that 1 am bap-
tized with ?

39 And they say unto him, We can, and Jesus
said unto them, Ye shall indeed drink of the cup
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that I drink of; and with the baptism that T am
baptized withal shall ve Ye baptized :

40 But to sit on my right hand, and on my left
hand, is not mine to give; but i shall be given to
them for whom it is prepared:

~ In addition to the observations made on the relation of this conversa-

tion, between Curist and the Sons of Zebedee. Matt. xx.20. (which
see ;) I woiild only add, that as the petition of Jaines and John plainly
prove, they had at that time no knowledge in what Carist’s kingdom
consisted ; so it is equally plain that our Lorp’s answer had no refe-
rencé in the least to his power, but to the confirmation of the antient
settlements of eternity. In the couhcil of peace before all worlds,
Curist’s kingdom in the persons of his redeemed were all known, and
their names numbered in the book of life. And hence, with an eye
to this, the Prophet declared, that they should all again pass under
the hand of him that telieth them. Jerem. xxxiil. 13. I beg the
Reader not to overlook in this passage, as it was in the parallel one
of Matthew: the words are in Italic, verse 40, ¢ shall be given to
thew 5 which implies that they are not in the original. And if the
verse be read without them, the sense will be in exact correspone
dence with what Jesus saith. John xvii. 2, that ke should give eternal
tife to us many as the Farnrr Lad given him.

41 And when the ten heard 7, they began-to be
much displeased with James and John;

42 But Jesus called them to him, and saith unto
them, Ye know that they which are accounted to
rule over the Gentiles exercise lordship over them ;
and their great ones exercise authority upon them.

43 But so shall it not be among you: but who-
soever will be great among you shall be your mi-
nister: ‘

44 And whosoever of you will be the chiefest
shall be servant of all.

45 For even the Son of man came not to be
ministered unto, but to minister, and to give his
life a ransom for many.

* What a very lovely and unanswerable a\'gumént the Lorp makes
use of in those verses, to beget humbleness of soul, Who that be-
holds the Son of Gop leaving the bosom of his Father, and coming

voluntarily to give himself an offering and a sacrifice for sin, can in
the view ol such an instance, assume distinction and pride !

- 46.9 Aud they came to Jericho: and as he went
out of Jericho with his disciples, and a great num-
“Vou L Go S
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ber of people, blind Bartimeus, the son of Timeus,
sat by the highway side begging. :

47 And when he heard that it was Jesus of Na-
zareth, he began to cry out, and say, Jesus, thow
son of David, have mercy on me. _

43 And many charged him that he should hold-
his peace: but he cried the more a great deal,
Thou son of David, have mercy on me. .

49 And Jesus stood still, and commanded him
to be called: and they call the blind man, saying
unto him, Be of good comfort, rise; he calleth
thee.

50 And he, easting away his garment, rose, and
came to Jesus.

51 And Jesus answered and said unto him, What
wilt thou that I should do unto thee? the blind
man said unto him, Lord, that I might receive
my sight.

52 And Jesus said unto him, Go thy way : thy
faith hath made thee whole: and immediately he
received his sight, and followed Jesus in the way.

The miracle here recorded being particularly interesting, and
somewhat more largely treated, than in either of the other Evan-
gelists, (See Matt, xx.29. Luke xviii, 35.) I would beg the reader’s
indulgence to notice some of the more striking features of it.

Jericho was the cursed city. Joshuavii.26. 1 Kings xvi. 34; but,
here the Lorp will raise trophies to his grace. Rakab shall be ealled
from Jericho ; and thus blind Bartimeus shall form from thence an
everlasting monument in the Church, to the Redeemer’s glory.

"Fhe first thing to be observed after the name, is the state and sis
tuation of this poor man. It doth not say so;, but it is more than
probable that he was born blind. Born blind indeed he was in soul,
for this is the case of our nature universally speaking : and the Sox of
Gob came to give light to them that sit in darkness and the shadow of
death. Isaiah xxxv. 5. Isaiah xlii. 6, 7, Isaiah xlix. 9. Isaiah
Ixi. 1, compared. with Luke iv. 18. I beg the Reader to consult
what was offered, Chap. viii. 22—26, on the subject of Curist, forming
a creation; in all such instances of blindness as he cured when the
eye had never been formed in the socket, or if destroyed. And
Reader ! is not every instance of every blindness when restored to
sight, an emblem of the sinner, yea, every sinner; when brought
Srom darkness to light, and from the power of sin and Satan te-the
living Gop ! ]

The next thing to be noticed in the case of this poor man, is the
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situation in which be sat by the highway side begging. Begging

. alms for the body, unconscious of the wants of.the soul. What can
be more pitiable than when we thus see beggars in our streets, earnest
and importunate for the bread which perisheth; but unconcerned
for that which endureth to everlasting life. Such was this man’s state.
Such is every man’s state, though he waiteth on the highway of ordi-
nances till JEsus pass by; and the Spirit of Jesus put a cry in his
heart for spiritual light and understanding.

The third incident in the history of Bartimeus was the hearing
of Jusus passing by, and the immediate effect wrought in his heart,
putting a cry there; Jusus! thou Sox of Davip, have merey on me !
Who told him that Jesus after the flesh, was the Son of Davip? And
when he heard this, who informed him that it was under this character
his people were to look for his mercy ? Who but Gop the Spirit could
have told him this; or put such a cry in his heart, which nothing
should stifle, until the requested mercy had been granted him?: Who,
but must see the work of grace, upon this man’s soul? i

The jourth particular worthy our regard in the case, is the conduct
of the people who endeavoured to stop his cry. What a striking re-
presentation this is of what is every day going on in the world. No
sooner is a child of Gop brought under serious concern for his ever-
lasting welfare, but fals¢ friends to poor sinners, and true enemies
to the rich Savior, aim to stifle all conviction, and crush the infant
desire of salvation at once in the soul. Oh! what sharp exercises
have some gracious souls gone through, in their first awakenings
from their carnal relations and neighbours, before that Curist hath
been formed in the heart the hope of glory !

The fifth thing observable in the history, is the conduct of the poor
man, on the endeavours of those around him to silence his cry; his
earnestness became but the more increased. True grace, the more it
is exercised, the more it will manifest itself : neither will an effectual
call from the Lorp ever cease, before that the prayer awakened by
it and offered to the Lowp, be answered in mercy. Whom ke did
predestinate, them he also called ; and whom he called, them he also
Justified; and whom he justified, them ke also glorified. Rom. viii. 30,

The standing still of Jesus, and calling the poor man, which
are the next points to be noticed in this transaction, are most blessedly
interesting indeed. Was there not a needs be, for Curist standing
still ; and calling him, similar to Zaccheus and the woman of Sumaria #
See Luke xix. 5. John iv. 4. Is not Jesus econstrained by his very
1ission, to seek and save the lost ? John vi. 837. Oh! what a subject
of holy joy, such views of Carist furnish ?

Neither do I think the poor man’s instant arising, hastening to Jesus,
and casting away his garment, (for the whole was Curis1’s grace in
the man’s heart, and not nature’s powers,) are less interesting as the
sweet effects proceeding from such a cauvse ! Reader! think how
blessed it must be, when at any time a poor sinner is enabled by the
same grace as calls him, to hasten to that call; and to cast away
every thing of his own; all his own righteousness, or what some
men call tighteousness, and which the word of Gob calls filthy rags,
and come to Jesus, just as he is, poor and blind, and wretched, and
needy; and receive all from Curist, since all is én Curist of
{)ardon and salvation ?

Qa3
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And what a beautiful close, to a most blessed and beautiful miracle
doth the account end with: the poor man received his sight and
followed Jesus in the way ; followed him no doubt, in the regenera-
tion ; and having found Jesus so blessed in grace, is now sitting down
with him for ever in glory. Oh! the preciousness of salvation}
Oh! the unspecakable preciousness of such an Almighty Savior !

§ e ——— )
REFLECTIONS.

Bressep Bridegroom of thy Church ! how sweetly hast thou answer-
ed all the cavils of the Pharisces, and silenced all the fears of thy peo-
ple, in teaching thy Church in the opening of this Chapter, that
JEesus hath not put away his wife, notwithstanding all her shameful
departures.. Oh! for grace to cry out with the spouse, my beloved is
mine, and I am his! o o ’

Praises to the condescending grace of the Sow of Gop, who receiveth
now, as he received then, in the days of his flesh, little children.
So Lorp must it be indeed thy grace to receive me, for I am buta
child in understanding, and therefore I pray thee, thou tender Lorp,
to give me grace to sit at thy feet, and hear the blessed words which
proceed out of thy mouth! And as thou hast taught me in’ the
solemn-example of this apparently promising youth, who for the love
of this world’s gain, could so readily give up Cupist. Oh! for
grace, to be kept from the love of money, which is the root of. all evil.
Bring my soul under the continual baptisms of the HoLy Guost; and
let my whole rejoicings be in the consciousness of an interest in thay
ransom, which my Gop and Savior hath given for many. ’ ‘

Oh! thou glorious covenant of thy people! Thou hast indeed
proved thyself to be Jenovan’s Covenant in all thy words and works.
Lorp ! I beseech thee give me grace to follow- thee as Bariimeus
did; let me cast away, and cast off every thing of mine; for all must
be, as I am myself, unclean. Loup, be thou all my salvation and all
my desire; give mnc spiritual sight, and enable me to follow thee in
the way.

CHAP XL
' CONTENTS.
The Lorp Jesvus entereth Jerusalem in triumph. The barren Fig Tree.
Curist’s Conversation with the Chief Priests. '

ND when they came nigh to Jerusalem, unto
Bethphage and Bethany, at the mount of
Olives, ke sendeth forth two of his disciples, .
2 And saith unto them, Go your way into the
village over against you; and as soon as ye be
entered into it, ye shall find a colt tied, whereon
never man sat; loose him, and bring Aim. .
3'And if any man say unto you, Why do ye
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this? say ye that the Lord hath need of him; and
Stralghtway he lel send him hlther.

4 And they went their way, and found the colt
tied by the door without in a place where two ways
met ; and thev loose him.

5 And certain of them that stood there said unta
them, What do ye, loosing the colt?

6 And they said unto thcm even as Jesus had
commanded :” and they let them go.

7 And they blongnt the colt to Jesus, and cast
their garments on him; and he sat upon him.

8 And many spread their garments in the way:
and others cut down bxanchcs off' the txees and
strawed them in the way.

9 And they that went before, and they that fol-
lowed, cried, saying, Hosanua; Blessed is he that
g:ometh n the name ot the Liord :

10 Blessed be the kingdom of our father Dayid,
that comecth in the nampe of the Liord: Hosanng
in the Highest.

11 And Jesus entered intp Jerusalem, and into
the temple; and when he had looked round about
upon all things, and now the eventide was come,
he went out unto Bethany with the twelve.

Bethphage and Bethany, seem to have been somewhat like suburbs
to Jerusalem two hittie straggling villages joining to the city, the
one’ ending’ llke streets thrc the othu began. I'rom hence, and
through thuse, the Lorp was pleased to make a public entry into Jerus
salem. The Prophet Zechariah foretold this; and as no king bug
Zion’s King ever made such an entry, there can be no questxon con-~
cerning the prophecy, and the accomplishment of it.  Zech. ix. 9.

“ I venture to think, that the disciples never gave a more decided
token of their faith; perhaps none equal to it, during our Loxzn’s
ministry, than in thus going without hesitation, to take the colt ac-
cording to his bidding. Fer, as the act itself was taking what was
not their own, one might have expected that the disciples would have
said so, when Jesus commanded them. Rut the manner in which be
gave the ordeér: his foretelling where they should find the colt, and
the answer they were to give to the owners ; the Lorp hath need of/um K
as if intimating the Lorp and proprietor of all things. These cir-
cumstances over-ruled their minds to an instant ob”du.nce. Aud it is
I‘lObdblb, thmk that as the disciples noyer gave over, even il
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Curist’s death, their expectation of a temporal Kingdom, they might
have been inclined to hope, that the Lorp was now about to assume
the government.

It is well worthy the Reader’s remark, that the Lorp JEsus went not
to-the Court, but to the Temple, as if to shew, that his kingdom was
not of this world. Sweet consideration to the heart of the believer !
So the Prophet described him ; and so the Lorp Jesus fulfilled the pro,
phecy. Malachi iii. 1,2. Nothing can be more decided in confirma-
tion of Curist’s character, than the over-ruling the minds of those little
children to proclaim him for the Crrist! And what could be more in
point, in thus fulfilling that memorable prophecy. Psm. viii. 2.
Surely, never did the Lorp more signally silence the malice of his
enemies, than when out of the mouths of unconscious children the
Gopueap and Curistsuir of the Redeemer was thus acknowledged !
If my Poor Man’s Commentary should happen to fall into the hands
of children; yea, even lttle children, or should be read in their hear-
ing, Iwould beg the little ones of Curisr’s fold to notice this ace
count ; and I would beg the elders present to notice it to them. Jesus
took delight in their testimony then, and so Jesus doth now. What can
be more lovely than to hear the glory of the Losb out of the mouth of
babes and sucklings. Mark x. 13—16. 2 Tim. iii. 15.

12 9 And on the morrow, when they were
come from Bethany, he was hungry: |

13 ‘And seeing a fig tree afar off, having leaves,
he came, if haply he might find any thing thereon :
and when he came to it, he found nothing but
leaves: for the time of figs was not yet.

14 And Jesus answered and said unto it, No
man cat fruit of thee hereafter for ever: and his
disciples heard .

15 And they come to Jerusalem: and Jesus
went into the temple, and began to cast out them
that sold and bought in the temple, and overthrew
the tables of the money-changers, and the seats of
them that sold doves:

16 And would not suffer that any man should
carry any vessel through the temple.

17 And he taught, saying unto them, Is it not
written, My house shall be called of all nations
the house of prayer? but ye have made it a den
of thieves. , v ,

18 And the scribes and chief priests heard i,
and sought how they might destroy him; for they
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feared him, because all the people were astonished
at his doctrine.

19 And when even was come, he went out of
the city. .

20 And in the morning as they passed by, they
saw the fig tree dried up from the roots.

21 And Peter calling to remembrance, saith
unto him, Master, behold the fig tree which thou
cursedst 1s withered away.

22 And Jesus answering saith unto them, Have
faith in God.

23 For verily I say unto you, that whosoever
shall say unto this mountain, Be thou removed,
and be thou cast into the sea; and shall not doubt
in his heart, but shall believe that those things
which he saith shall come to pass; he shall have
whatsoever he saith. _

24 Therefore I say unto you, What things
soever ye desire when ye pray, believe that ye re-
ceive them, and ye shall have them. .

25 And when ye stand praying, forgive, if ye
have ought against any : that your Father also
which is1n heaven may forgive you your trespasses.

26 But if ye do not forgive, neither will your
Father which is in heaven forgive your trespasses.

Every incident in this passage is interesting, and I beg the
Reader’s attention to it. And first, we are told that our Lorp was
hungry. Reader! never forget it, for it is among the most precious
points of our holy faith, that the Sox of Gon when he took into union
with himself, our nature, took the whole of that nature in all the sin-
less infirmities of our nature, and was truly and properly Man as well
as Gop. For had he not been so, he would not have suited for the
purposes of redemption. An angel’s nature would not have done ;
for how would he then have felt as man, and known as man, what
his people know and feel? Jrsus hungered, wept, groaned, bled,
died. And hence in those very feclings, knows the feelings of his
people, in all these, and every other case. See Heb. ii. threughout.

The next thing.to be noticed in this sweet passage, is the barren
fig tree, and the Lorp’s condemning it to everlasting barrenness.
But from the first view of the subject, we may well suppose that
somewhat more than a mere fig tree is meant by it. No doubt the
Jewish nation is referred to, which like thiz fig tree, had great shew
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of religion, as this tree had leaves; but not an atem of fruit; yea;
nationally considered, they reiected the Lowb of life and glory. But
the similitude reacheth to every other mere professor of the Gospel,
n every age of the Church, void of the fruit of CHRIST’s righteousness.
And all such, from an awful representition in the present day,"de-
ceiving by the appearance of large full leaves of a profession without
fruit ; and in the end will be found dried up from the roots, with the
carse of a broken law falling everlastingly upon them, untaken away
by Curist.  Our Lorp’s observations to his disciples upon the o¢-
easion, are most sweet and precious. Faith in Gob; that is, in the
vich mercies of Gop in Curist, and the faithfulness of Jemovan’s co-~
venant prondises in hitn, will remove all sin, and all difficulties; as it
Mount Olivet, which stood far from the sea, was carried at once inte
it. Indecd, what cannot faith, which is the gift of Gob in Cunisr,
decomplish ! See Heb. xi. See Matt. xxi. 18, &e, For the observa-
tion of Curist’s driving the buyers and sellers out of the temple;
see John ii. 14. :

27 € And they come again to Jerusalem: and
as he was walking in the temple; there come to
him the chief priests and the scribes and the
elders. _

28 And say unto him, By what authority dost
thou these things? and who gave thee this au-
thority to do these things?

20 And Jesus answered and said unto them, L
will also ask of you one question, and answer me,
and I will tell you by what authority I do these
things.

30 The baptism of John, was it from heaven,
or of men? answer me.

31 And they reasoned with themselves, saying,
If we shall say, From heaven; he will say, Why
then did ye not believe him? o

32 But if we shall say, Of men; they feared
the people: for all men counted John that he was
a prophet indeed.

33 And they answered and said unto Jesus, We
cannot tell: and Jesus answering saith unto them,
Neither do I tell you by what authority I do these
things. '

T am inclined to think, that those sworn enemies to Curnist, who
are said here to have come to Jesus in the tempie, demanding his au-
thority, came in a public body, by way of coniionting him; and as.
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those who were sent by the Sankedrim for that purpose, and deters
mined to silence him, and put an end to his preaching. The Lorp
. Jesus had turned out the buyers and sellers from the temple, and had
healed the blind and lame which came to him for that purpose into
the temple; and was now teaching the people while walking about
the temple, as was the custom in those days among a set of philoso-
phers, who walked with the pupils as they taught them. Let the
Reader figure to himself the Lorp Jusus thus attacked, and observe
the wisdom of the Loxp in his answer. By directing not only the
minds of his enemies to the subject of John’s ministry, but also those
to whom he was preaching his Gospel, the Lorp took the most
effectual method to throw to the ground their opposition, and establish
his mission. They dared not admit John’s ministry to be of divine
appointment ; for in so doing they would have acknowledged Crris,
for the whole of John’s office pointed to Curist. And most probably
the congregation to whom Jrsus was then preaching, had been among
John’s disciples; so that to have denied John’s mission, would
have been dangerous. The wretched state to which they were re-
duced, therefore, in confessing their ignorance, serves to shew the
awful delusion under which those men were. And Reader, when we
recollect that this transaction took place only a few days before
Curist’s death, the maiter becomes yet more awful concerning
them ; for though put to silence and unable to answer Curisy, they
departed from him only with more determined hatred to seek his
immediate death. Reader! You and 1 shall have read this account
-to very little profit, if it doth not teach us to what a desperate state
the heart of man is capable of being hardened; and at the same
time the distinguishing mercy of Gop in every instance where grace is
givlen tlol believe the record Gop hath given of his dear Sox! 1 John
v. 10, 11.

e R e
REFLECTIONS.

Reaper! I would call upon you, as I would call upon myself;
and may Gop the HoLy Grost mercifully call upon both, to behold
the Lorp Jesus, in the opening of this chapter, as manifesting his
double nature in his one glorious person, the Gop-Man Mediator ;
both in his unequalled humility when entering Jerusalem, in having
salvation, and yet lowly and riding upon an ass, and upon @ colt, the
Joal of an ass. And who less than Gop, could have exercised the
knowledge of Omniscience so as to direct his disciples where to find
the colt; and the power of inclining the minds of those the disciples
‘were to meet, to fulfil Corist’s wishes in the loan of the colt? Who
less than Gob could have taught the children in the temple of Carist’s
person and character ?  And what power less than divine, could have
constrained those babes to shout Hosannah to the glory of Jgsus;
when the elders, and many of them very probably the parents of those
tittle ones, were doing all their malice could contrive, to stop their
hymas of praise? -

Reader! behold the barren fig tree! Observe its fraitless verdure !
Figure to yourself the state of a church, a people, a family ; yea, an
individual, thus! And calculate if you can the awful state of ap=~
pearing flourishing to the eye of man, while under the blighting gurse

Vor. L. Pp
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of Gop. Oh! the tremendous sentence, could it be heard, concern-
ing the unauthorized, uncalled, unsent minister, or graceless people :
No man eat jruzt of thee for ever!

Lorp Jesus! increase our faith ! let mountains of sin and unbelief
be removed through faith in thy person, blood, and righteousness!
And oh! let the malice of thy foes, and the opposition made by men
to thee and thy Gospel, endear both to our heart. And grant such
rich supplies of grace in the knowledge of thy person and work, that
our faith may never be founded in the wz.sdom of man, but in the power
of Gono.

CHAP. XIL

CONTENTS.

’I'he Loro ¢s here teaching in Parables. 'The Pharisces and Hero-
dians try to catch Jesus in his words. The Lorp blessedly discourseth
on the Resurrection, and with a Scribe : he cautions against the Scribes.
The Chapter closeth with the Lorp’s Commendation of the Widow’s
Offering to the Treasury.

AND he began to speak unto them by parables,
A certain man planted a vineyard, and set an
hedge about ir, and digged « place for the winefat,
and built a tower, and let it out to husbandmen,
and went into a far country.

2 And at the season he sent to the husbandmcn
a servant, that he might receive from the hus-
bandmen of the fruit of the vineyard. ‘

3 And they caught Aim, and beat him, and sent
him away empty.

4 And again he sent unto them another servant
and at him they cast stones, and wounded im in
‘the head, and sent Aim away shamefully handled,

5 And again he sent another; and him they
killed, and many others; beating some, and kill-
ing some.

6 Having yet therefore one son, his well be-
loved, he sent him also last unto them, saying,
They will reverence my son.

-7 But those husbandmen said among themselves,
‘This is the heir; come, let us kill him, and the
inheritance shall be ours.

'8 And they took him, and killed Aim, and cast
him out of the vineyard.
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9 What shall therefore the lord of the vineyard
do? he will come and destroy the husbandmen,
and will give the vineyard unto others.

10 And have ye not read this-scripture; I‘he
stone which the builders rejected is' become the
head of the corner: ]

11 This was the Lord’s doing, and it is marvel-
lous in our eyes?

12 And they sought to lay hold on him, but
feared the people: for they knew that he had
spoken the parable against them: and they left
him, and went their way.

We bad this parable, Matt, xxi. 33, to which I refer. But in ad-
dition to whatsvas there observed, it may not be improper briefly to
remark, that in this, as well as some other parables of Curist, we are
to keep in remembrance as we pass through the several parts of it, that
as it i3 a parable, we are not to strain "the expressions ‘beyond the
figure intended ; nor do more in the application of the whole than as
evxdcntly the Lorp intended it in a general way. That the chief
scope of it is to shew the Logp’s ill-treatment from the Jewish nation
is certain; and the several characters represented in the parable as,
plainly mark it out. The certain man here spoken of is Gop the
Faruer ; the vineyard as is elsewhere described, is the house of
Israel, and the men of Judal his pleasant plant. Isaiah v.7. The
servants at different times said to be sent, are the Prophets, and faith-
ful messengers preparatory to the coming of Cunisr, and his Son the
Lorp Jesus Curist. But when it is said. that this certatn man went.
into @ far country; that this certain man, put a may be upon the re-
ception his Sox might receive; it may be, they will reverence my
SoN. These are parabolical expressions, and not to be construed in
their exact literal sense and meaning. The Lorp is every where, and
always present ; and therefore can “neither be said to withdraw, nor.
go forth. Neither could the Lorp be supposed to say, that there was
a probability Curist would be reverenced by the nation, the Jews,
to whom he was sent: for provision was only made for those to reve-
rence CHrist, of uhom he himself spake, and every other: Jrsus
himself asslgued the cause, wherefore they would not accept him.
See John vi. 37, John viii. 43. But the parable is intended to shew
the nation the Jews, in their national character. And the event, in
the destruction of the Jewish nation, exactly corresponded to the
predictions Curist heve delivered. The whole nation was overthrown,
and the people which survived the destruction of Jerusalem, were
scattercd over the face of the earth. :

13 9 And they send unto him certain of the
Pharisees, and of the Herodians, to catch him-in

his words,
Pp2
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14 And when they were come, they say unto
him, Master, we know that thou, art true, and
carest for no man: for thou regardest not the per-.
son of men : but teachest the way of God in truth:
Is it lawful to give tribute to Cesar, or not ?

15 Shall we give, or shall we not give? but he
knowing. their hypocrisy said unto ‘them, Why
tempt ye me? bring me a penny, that I may see ..

16 And they brought iz; and he saith unto
them, Whose is this image and superscription ?
and they said unto him, Cesar’s.

17 And Jesus answering said unto them, Render
to Cesar the things that are Cesar’s, and to God
ihe things that are God’s. And they mfarvelled at
am.

It was said of the Lorp JEesus, under the spirit of prophecy,
that with the hypocritical mockers were those that gnashed upon him
with their teeth. Psim. xxxv. 16.  And here we behold them in deep
design. It to the question of the lawfulness to give tribute to Casar,
Jesus had said, no; the Herodians would have apprehended him as
an enemy to government. And if the Lorp had justified Cesar’s
- claim, the whole nation of the Jews would have been against him,
as they were all longing for deliverance from the yoke, and the very
gatherers of the taxes were called publicans, and classed only as sin+
ners. I beg the Reader not only to remark how much wisdom Jesus
displayed in avoiding the trap which they had laid for him, but how
blessedly he took occasion to remind them of what they owed to Gon.
Who can indeed render to the Lorp his due? .

18 4 Then come unto him the Sadducees, which
sa'y_there 1s no resurrection ; and they asked him,
saying,

19 Master, Moses wrote unto us, If a man’s
brother die, and leave Ais wife behind him, and
leave no children, that his brother should take his
wife, and raise up seed unto his brother.

20 Now there were seven brethren: and the
first took a wife, and dying left no seed.

21 And the second took her, and died, neither
left he any seed : and the third likewise.

22 And the seven had her, and left no seed,
last of all the woman died also. ‘ o
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23 1n the resurrection therefore, when they shall
rise, whose wife shall she be of them? for the
seven had her to wife. o

24 And Jesus answering said unto them, Do
ye not therefore err because ye know not the
scriptures, neither the power of God? ‘

25 For when they shall rise from the dead, they
neither marry, nor are given in marriage, but are
as the angels which are in heaven.

26 And as touching the dead, that they rise;
have ye not read in the book of Moses, how in’
the bush God spake unto him, saying, I am the
God of Abraham, and the God of Isaac, and the’
God of Jacob? :

27 He 1s not the God of the dead, but the God
of the living. Ye therefore do greatly err.

1 detain the Reader, at the entrance, upon this most beautiful
discourse, of the Lorp JEsus, to remark to him, how graciously the -
Lorp madée every occasion minister to his glory, and his people’s wel-
fare. Here were the captious Sadducees, the free-thinkers of our
Logrp’s generation, who came to.him for no purpoese, but to entangle
JEsus in his talk. And observe, what a very blessed opportunity the
Lowp made of it, to speak upon that interesting subject, concerning
the resurrection. It becomes a confirmation of that precious scripture ;
Surely, the wrath of man shall praise thee, the remuinder of wrath shale
thou restrain. The Lorp will use just so much of man’s wrath, as
shall minister to the Lorp's purposc, in the promotion of his glury ;
and all that is over and above, as the violent stream at a mill, shall be
turned into another channel. Psm. {xxvi. 10,

. The junction of those different sects of men, Sadducees with the He-
rodians, was simply with a view to gall Carist. Every one will join
in the attempt to crush Curist; however like Herod and Pontius
Pilate, in other matters, they are at enmity between themselves. Luke
xxiil, 2. So was it then, so is it now, and so wiil it be, during the
whole of the present world. 1t is blessed to know this, and blessed
to prove it. The most violent enemies against Carist, while the Lorp
was on earth, were the self-righteous Pharisees; and the greatest
, opposers to his purest truths now, are the same characters.

" The question put by those men, was founded in consummate ig-
norance; and as our LorD told them, because they knew not the
scriptures; that is, they knew nothing of the sctipture, but the mere
letter ; and had never felt the power of Gop in them, by the Lorp’s
teaching. Sepen brethren marrying one and the same woman, or
had the case been seventy times seven if possible, it would have been
the same thing; for all the connections of pature in this life, are
yholly for the purposes of this life, and are dissolved at death.
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Our Lozp therefore in declaring the children of the resurrection to
be as the angels, gave a full and decisive answer to this, and every.
other question of the like nature. But the occasion was too fair to
suffer it to pass unnoticed, as the subject might be made to minister
to his people’s comfort ; and therefore the Lorp Jesus not only pro-
ceeded in it, by way of establishing the certainty of the doctrine
itself, but of throwing some divine light upon it, which have proved
ever since, and ever will, until the whole come to be realized in glory,
of the most blessed, and unspeakable joy to his Church.

The Lorn takes only a single circumstance from the Old Testament
seripture, in confirmation of the soul refreshing doctrine, as in itself
more than sufficient for this purpose ; namely the call of Gop ta
Moses at the bush. No doubt it was Jesus himself, who in his co-
venant relation as Gop-Man Mediator, before his more open revelation
of himself in that character, which spake to Moscs at the bush. So
Stephen believed. Acts vii. 30. where he calls him an angel (or
Messenger) of the Lorp. And so in fact the Lorp JEsus himself inti-
mated, when in his conference with the Jews, he declared his
existence to have been before Abraham, and called himself I am,
Compare John viii, 58, with Exod. iii. 14. But passing this by, for the
present if we consider what the Lorp Jsus here saith to the Saddu-
cees, we shall discover that nothing can be more decisive in confirma-
tion of the resurrection. The Lorb quotes the expressions made use
of by the Lorp to Moses at the bush. I am the Gop of Abraham and
the Gop of Isaac and the Gov of Jucob. Now at the time that these
blessed truths were delivered, these Patriarchs had been long dead,
and their bodies mouldered into dust. And yet, Gop declares him-
self as much their Gop as ever. 'The Lorp doth not say I was their
Gop, when living in their bodies; but I am so now. A thing in
itself impossible, if dbraham, though dead in body, was not then
living in spirit. Hence the Lorp adds, Gob s not the Gon of the
dead, but the Gop of the living : and as Luke hath the words in his
Gospel, itis added, for all live unto him.  Luke xx. 38. And Paul,
under the authority of the Hory Guost, was directed to teach the
Church that whether believers lived, or died, they were the Lorv’s.
For (said he) to this end, Cunist both died, and rose and revived,
that he might be Loxrp both of the dead and living. Rom. xiv. 8, 9.
I pray the Reader by the way, to join this blessed passage with the:
two just before referred to. John viii. 58. with Exod. iii. 14, in
confirmation that it was our Lorp Curist who spake to Moses at the
bush; and may the Lorp give him a right understanding in all things.

Now then from the whole of this most blessed, and highly interest-
ing passage, I venture to believe the following conclusions are unde-
niable. First, that the Patriarchs, 4brakam, Isaac, and Jacob, were
in their spirits, living in a state of separate existence from their
bodies, at the time the Lorp spake to Moses from the bush, when he
called himself their Gop. Secondly, that the Loxrp in this call to
Doses, declaring himself as he did in his covenant relationship to
those Patriarchs, most fully and plainly implied his engagements with
the whole persons of each, both soul and body ; and therefore the
Lorp could not be supposed to be understood, as solemnly acknowledg-
ing this relationship, which was made at a time when both existed
together, if -one part of the being of those persons was annihilated,
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never more to exist. Thirdly, the very recognizing this glorious title
of the Patriarch’s Gop in covenant, at a time their ashes were in the
dust, «olnmnly confirmed the assurance of their resurrection, And,
Jourthly, the fulfilment of Gop’s covenant made with those Pamarchs,
depended upon the soul and body of each being again united; since
not only without it, the covenant promises of Gob could only be with
one part of their persons; but also the happiness of each could only
be in part, if the body for ever remained separate from the soul.
Reader! ponder well these things: give thyself wholly to them.
In Jesus, behold the resuxrutlon and the life, And oh! for grace
from Gop the HorLy Guosr, to have part in the first resurrection;.on
suck the second death hath no power! Rev.xx.6. See Mark xvi. 9.
1 Cor. xv. 20.

28 And one of the scribes came, and having
heard them reasoning together, and perceiving that
he had answered them well, asked him, Which is
the first commandment of ail?

29 And Jesus answered him, The first of all the
commandments s, Hear, O Israel The Lord our
God is one Lord:

30 And thou shalt love the Lord thy God with
all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all
thy mind, and with all thy strencrth ‘This is the
first commandment.

31 And the second is like, namely this, Thou
shalt love thy neighbour as thyself. There is none
other commandment greater than these.

32 And the scribe said unto him, Well, Master,
thou hast said the truth: for there is one God; and
there is none other but he:

33 And to love him with all the heart, and with
all the understanding, and with all the soul, and
with all the strength, and to love /s neighbour as
himself, is more than all whole burnt oﬂermgs and
sacrifices,

34 And when Jesus saw that he answered dis-
creetly, he said unto him, Thou art not far from
the kingdom of God, and no man after that durst
ask him any question.

If we were not well acquainted with the general character of
the Scribes, we might be led to hope, that this man’s question was
with a better design than the Sadducees. But there is nothing neutral
in the holy war. Jesus himself hath decided ; he that @s not with me
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is against me. - Matt. xil. 30. But whether a friend or foe, our Lorw
hath blessedly taught the divine unity existing in a threefold cha-
racter of persons, and followed it up with all its blessed conse-
quences. The precious passage from one of the books of Moses, which
the Lorp refers toin proof, is in itself more than half contirmation of
the glorious truth of the whole Bible, that the Lorp JEuovas, the one
Eternal and true Gob exists in a threefold character of -persons; for
otherwise, wherefore is Israel called upon to hear that the Lorp thy
Gov (that is, Gop in covenant) is one Lornp! It never could have
‘entered the apprebiension of the human mind untaught of Gop, or
any thing beside. But when the Lorp was pléased to reveal himself,
a@s in a great variety of parts in scripture he hath done, in his persons
and in the covenant engagements between the persons of the GopuEeav,
it formed in the Lorp’s grace great mercy to his people, to remind
them at the same time of the unity of. the Divine Essence. Reader!
the Lorp grant that you and I may so hear, and so love each and every
person of the Goprresp, and know them in all their officc-characters
and relauons, that it may become a proof of our true regeneration
of heart; since by nature there is no love, but enmity in us towards
the Almighty Author of our being, till Gob who commandeth the lighe
to shine out of darkness, hath shined in our hearts, to give us the light
of the Icnowledge of the glory of Gob, in the fuce o (f Jrsus Curist,
2 Cor. iv.

35 9 And Jesus answered and said, while he
t‘tught in the temple, How say the scribes that
‘Christ is the son of David?

36 For David himself said' by the Holy Ghost,
The Lorp said to my Lord, Sit thou on my right
hand, till I make thine enemies thy footstool,

37 David therefore himself calleth him Lord ;
and whence is he then his son? And the common
people heard him gladly.

38 And he said unto them in his doctrme, Be-
ware of the scribes, which love to go in long
clothing, and love salutations in the market-places,

39 And the chief seats in the synagogues, and
the uppermost rooms at feasts:

40 Which devour widows’ houses, and for a pre-
tence make long. prayers: these shall receive
greater damnation. \

These observations of the Lorp Jusus, unasked, and, as it should
seem unexpected, because he had put-all his enemies to silence,
$0 as to presume to ask him no more questions, come in very sweetly
after the former. Having there established the glorious mystery of
QOune Eternal and Divine i BHOVAH existing in a threcfold character
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of persons; the Lorp JEsus here goes on to preach the second won-
derful mystery of Gon smanifest in the flesh. And in the question
concerning Curist, at once David’s Lorp and David’s Son, he
confirms the doctrine most completely. Luke i. 32. 1 Tim. iii. 16.
John i. 14: Rev. xvi. 22 : Matthew hath more largely given the Lorp’s
discourse upon this occasion, in his condemnation of the Scribes and
Pharisees. 1 therefore refer to it.  Matt. xxiii. throughout.

41 9 And Jesus sat over against the treasury,
and beheld how the people cast money into the
treasury : and many that were rich cast in much.

42 And there came a certain poor widow, and
she threw in two mites, which make a farthing.

43 And he called unto him his disciples, and
saith unto them, Verily I say unto you, That this
poor widow hath cast more in, than all they which
have cast into the treasury :

44 For all they did cast in of their abundance ;
but she of her want did cast in all that she had,

even all her living.

It is likely that when the Lorp had caused all his foes to quit the
ficld, he sat down with his disciples near-the treasury door. Those
who have described the Temple, speak of several chests which were
placed there to receive the voluntary offerings of the people. This
poor widow attracted the special notice of Jesus, How little was
she conscious whose eye was upon her! How little did she think that
this private retired act would be published to the very end of time
in the Church of Curist, and be had in everlasting remembrance.
Header! what have we to cast into the Lorp’s treasury ? Indeed, and
in trath, nothing but what we have first received. We have too
mites; soul and body : and these are both the Lorp’s. " Oh! for grace
to give both these ; and Jesus looking on; Jesus disposing to the act,
ard Jesus accepting all to his glory. 1 Cor. vi. 19, 20.

e R TR ez ereee
REFLECTIONS.

- Pavse my soul over the many precious contents in this blessed
chapter! Both the Jewish nation, and the Jewish church, have been
as the Lorp’s vineyard. Oh! the boundless grace of Jeuovau in
setting apart that people with whom he deposited his Ordinances;
whose are the futkers, and of whom as concerning the flesh CHR1ST came,
«who s over all Gop blessed for ever, Amen. But oh! the wonderful
provocations of Israel, in slighting the Lorp’s servants rising early
and speaking, but regarding them not; till at length they killed the
Yorp of life and glory ! But, Reader! are we then by nature or by
practice better than they? Oh! ne, in no wise. The Lorp hath
.concluded all under sim, that the righteousness of Gob, which is

Yo L Qg
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by faith of Jesus Curist, might be given to them that believe. Ok
the depth of the riches, both of the wisdom und knowledge of Gop !

My soul! behold thy Lorp attacked in every way, 'by men
calling him Rabbi ; and professing great regard to his person, for his
teaching the way of Goo in truth; and by Pharisee and Sadducee,
by Herodians and by Scribes, aiming to catch him in his words ! Oh'!
thou divine and Almighty Teacher, cause thy blessed truths in this
chapter to sink deep into my heart! Lorn! be thou everlastingly
blessed for thy gracious discoveries concerning the glorious truths
of thy resurrection. Lorp! be thou my resurrection, and my life!
Give me to know Israel’s Gop in covenant as one Lorp! And oh!
give me grace to love Him in his threefold character of Person, Fa-
THER, Sov, and Hory Guosr, with all my heart, with all my soul,
with all my mind, and with all my strength. And in the love of Gop
may my affections find sweet directions, to the love.of my neighbour.
So will David’s Lorp be my Lorp, and his Carist my Curist. And
like the poor widow, the Loto’s treasury will have my whole living;
since all I have, and all I am, are the Lorp’s, and of His own only do
1 give him.

CHAP. XII.
CONTENTS.

The Lorp foretells the Destruction of the Temple ; and the sad Ca-.
lamitics of the Jews. His solemn Cautions to his Disciples in the Ex-
pectation of those woeful Events.

. AND as he went out of the temple, one of his
disciples saith unto him, Master, see what
manner of stones, and what buildings are here!

2 And Jesus answering said unto him, Seest
thou these great buildings? there shall not be left
one stone upon another that shall not be thrown
down. _ ‘ .

3 And as he sat upon the mount of Olives over
against the temple, Peter and James and John and
Andrew asked him privately,

4 Tell us, when shall these things be? and what
shall ,I;e the sign when all these things shall be ful-
filled ¢ |

When we read, as in this scripture, of JEsus departing from the
temple, and connect with it that it was his farewell departure, for
- be never again entered it, what solemn thoughts it-awakens? When
the Lorp departs, woe to that land, woe to that house or family, where
the Lorp’s gracious presence is not. No sooner had Lot departed
from Sodom than the next account is the destruction of it, Gen. xix.
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22—24. And who shall say how much the Christless owe in being
saved. from instant ruig, both in nations, and cities, and families, from
the seed of ‘Crmist living in the midst of them. '

This second temple, though so vastly inferior to the glory of the:
Jirst, or Solomon’s temple, so called, that the antient men who had,
seen the former, wept at beholding this latter. Ezraiii. 12, 13, And’
sce the LorD’s premise in consequence thereof, - Haggai ii. 1—9. and
which was literally fulfilled when the Sow of Gop in our nature en-
tered it: this second temple was a wonderful building. It had been
repaired by Herod; and Josephus, the Jewish historian, saith, that'
some of the stones were of a magnitude even to forty-fve cubits long,
five high, and siz broad. Jrsus declared that such should be the
desolation of the place, when the Lorp visited it for the rejection of
Carist, that not one of these immense stones should be left upon
another. And we are told in history, that when Titus, upder whose
army Jerusalem was sacked, heard of this prophecy of Cruisr, he en-
deavoured to counteract it; but such was the impetuosity of his army,
that no orders could restrain them, and Carist’s prediction was lite-
rally fulfilled. :

5 And Jesus answering them began to say, Take
heed lest any man deceive you:

6 For many shall come in my name, saying, 1.
am Christ; and shall deceive many, .

7 And when ye shall hear of wars and rumours
of wars, be ye not troubled: for such things must.
needs be; but the end shall not be yet. -

8 For nation shall rise against nation, and king-
dom against kingdom: and there shall be earth-
quakes in divers places, and there shall be famines
and troubles : these are the beginnings of sorrows.

O 9 But take heed to yourselves: for they shall
deliver you up to councils; and in the synagogues
ye shall be beaten : and ye shall be brought before.
rulers and kings for my sake, for a testimony
against them.

10 And the gospel must first be published
among all nations.

Il But when they shall lead you, and deliver
you up, take no thought beforehand what ye shall
speak, neither do ye premeditate: but whatsoever
shall be given you in that hour, that speak ye:
for it is not ye that speak, but the Holy Ghost.

Q@q2
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- 12 Now the brother shall betray the brother to
death, and the father the son: and children shall
rise up against their parents, and shall cause them
to be put to death.

13 And ye shall be hated of all men for my
name’s sake: but he that shall endure unto the
end, the same shall be saved.

14 € But when ye shall see the abomination of
desolation, spoken of by Daniel the prophet, stand-
ing where 1t ought not, (let him that readeth
understand,) then let them that be in Judea flee
to the mountains:

15 And let him that is on the housetop not go
down into the house, neither enter ¢herein, to take
any thing out of his house:

16 And let him that is in the field not turn back
again for to take up his garment.

17 But woe to them that are with child, and to
them that give suck in those days!

* 18 And pray ye that your flight be not in the
winter.

19 For in those days shall be affliction, such as
was not from the beginning of the creation which
God created -unto this time, neither shall be.

20 And except that the Lord had shortened
those days, no flesh should be saved : but for the
elect’s sake, whom he hath chosen, he hath shorten-
ed the days.

‘21 And then if any man shall say to you, Lo,
here is Christ; or lo, ‘e is there; believe Aim not.

92 For false Christs and false prophets shall rise,
and shall shew signs and wonders, to seduce, if it
were posable, even the elect.

© 23 But take ye heed: behold I have foretold
you all things.

24 9 But in those days, after that tribulation,
the sun shall be darkened, and the moon shall not
give her light.
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25 And the stars of heaven shall fall, and the
powers that are in heaven shall be shaken.
20 And then shall they see the Son of man
coming in the clouds with great power and glory.
27 And then shall he send his angels, and shall
gather together his elect from the four winds, from
the uttermost part of the earth, to the uttermost

part of heaven.

" We have had the relation of this judgment of Gop upon Jerusalem,
as predicted by oui Lorp, read to us in Matt. xxiv. throughout the
greater part of it, together with observations. It will be the less ne~
cessary in this place to enlarge.

In addition to what was there offered, (towhich I refer,) let me only
request the Reader to consider the iwportance of the subject itself,
which is recorded by Luke also, in the same, or similar solemn cire
cumstances, See Luke xxi. throughout; and mark therefrom the’
awful judgment of Gop upon Jerusalem, the beloved city, in the midst
of the Lorp’s mercies. And I take occasion thevefrom, to request the
Reader to make the nice, but proper distinction, between Jerusalem
as a nation, and Jeruselem as the city of the Lorp’s inheritance.
The Horv Guost useth very differenit words by way of expression, to
denote the striking difference between the nation of the Jews, as the
people with whom the Lorp.deposited the covenant, and the giving of
the law, and the service of Gob and the promises, and the children of
promise in Cuirst. The nation of the Jews are called indeed Curist’s
own; because it was his own pation after the flesh, and his own by
creation and right. Thus it is said, that ke came to his own, and his
own received him mot. John i 11; meaning, that when Curist
came into the world in the opén manifestation of his office character,
he came unto his own nation the Jews, and his own nation, as a nation,
received him not. But in another part of the same Gospel, when it
is said, that Jesvs having loved his own which were in the world, he
loved them unto the end. John xiii. 1. Here the word rendered own,
is a very different word from the former, as every one who can read
the original cannot but know. In the first chapter, where Curist is
said to come to his own, the word means no more than that they were
his own as a natjon, to which as a Jew he belonged; or as the Creator
of them, his own goods, his property. But the other word in the 13th
chapter, is a word of peculiar and special nearness and relationship,
as a man’s own children, his spouse, his brethren; yea, members of
his body, of his flesh, and of his bones. Such distinct views will
serve to guide the Reader through this chapter, in beholding the mise-
ries of Jerusalem with a different eye from what otherwise might be
done; and shew at the same time, how Curist’s love to his people
is never interrupted by all the adverse circumstances to the ungodly.
__And while I am upon the subject, I crave the indulgence of the
Reader a little fonger. In this solemn prediction of Curist, the
Lorp speaks of the awful events which were then coming on, as giving
occasion for false Christs and false Prophets to arise, which would, if it
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were possible, deceive even the very elect. Now that the security of the
Lorp’s people was not in themselves, is .evident from our Loxrp’s
expression. And indeed, most blessed was it then, that it-was not so;
and blessed is it in every age of the Church of Carist that it is not
so; for if it were, the enemy would make sad havock of the Lorp’s
people, mingled as they are with the ungodly. Sometimes the elect
springing forth from the loins of ungodly parents in the Adam-nature
of existence ; and sometimes the elect themselves having ungodly
children in the natural generation from father toson. Oh ! how would
those natural ties, (yea, how -often do those natural ties) send forth
their mature influence to the great obstruction of grace. Perhaps
some Reader of my Poor Man’s Commentary, in this place, if a par-
taker of the grace of Gobp in Carist JEsus, will enter into my mean-
ing, and find cause therefrom while feeling the troth of it, to lift an
eye and heart also, to the Gop of all kis mercy! Psm. lix. 10.

I would beg to add one observation more, and it shall be short, on
those desolating dispensations which the Lorb foretold to his disciples,
as then hastening upon Jerusalem ; and which was not confined to
.that period, but attacheth itself to the people of Gop, in all ages of”
the Church ; namely, that the true followers of the Lorp Jesus should
be hated of all men for his name’s sake. Reader! I beseech you
look to this, as among the truest badge of character. Who is the
greatest hater of the Lorp’s faithful ones now? Who hates with the
bitterest hatred the lover of Jesus, that ascribes the whole of salvation.
where Jenovar hath ascribed it, to the Lorp Jrsus Crrist; and
makes his blood and righteousness the sum and substance of all?
Who hates such lovers of Jesus uost? Not the openly profane ; not
the infidel of any description or character: but the Pharisee, the self-
righteous Pharisce ; the same class as was the Lorp’s bitterest foes in
the days of Curis1’s flesh, and are now the bitterest enemies to his fol.
lowers, in the day of Curis1’s power. '

28 Now learn a parable of the fig tree: When
her branch is yet tender, and putteth forth leaves,
ye know that summer is near:

20 So ye in like manner, when ye shall see
these things come to pass, know that it is nigh,
even at the doors. .

30 Verily I say unto you, That this generation
shall not pass till all these things be done.

31 Heaven and earth shall pass away: but my
words shall not pass away.

32 But of that day and that hour knoweth no
man, no not the angels which are in heaven, nei-
ther the Son, but the Father.

This passage hath been noticed before. Matt. xxiv. 36. to which
I therefore refer. T only detain the Reader ‘to remark in addition to
what was there observed, that when the Lorp Jusus in this verse speaks
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of the ignorance of the day and hour of those visitations, the words
have not the smallest conuection, as some have supposed, with the
day of future judgment : but is wholly in reference to this destruc-
tion of Jerusalem. And concerning this event, those who lived to
see it, and were involved in it, and survived it, could form no exact
galculation we are told, by their historian, when it began, and
when it ended ; the miseries were so great and incalculable !

33 Take ye heed, watch and pray: for ye know
not when the time is,

34 For the Son of man is as a man taking a far
Jjourney, who left his house, and gave authority to
his servants, and to every man his work, and com-
manded the porter to watch.

35 Watch ye therefore; for ye know not when
the master of the house cometh, at even, or at
midnight, or at the cock-crowing, or in the
morning : *

30 Lest coming suddenly he find you sleeping.

37 And what I say unto you, 1 say unto all,
Watch. - '

The close of this chapter gives occasion to extend our Lorp’s direc-
tion of watchfulness, not only to his disciples of that generation, but
to the Church of Gop in all ages. It is blessed, yea, very blessed,
for a child of Gob to be always on the look out for the second coming
of Curist; or what is to the same amount, the day of a man’s death.
For though to every redeemed soul, in whose heart the work of grace
hath been wrought, and being savingly converied from darkness to
light, and from the power of sin and Satan to the living Gob ; that
soul is always in an habitual state of preparation, and always ready at
a moment’s call, to go forth at the Master’s call into the world of
spirits 3 yet it is blessed to be in an actual state, waiting, looking,
longing for, and hastening to, as the Apostle speaks, for the Lorp’s
coming. Reader! think what a blessed privilege this is, and beg of the
Y.orp JEsus to be so found at his coming. 2 Peteriii. 12,

et R e

REFLECTIONS.

How little was it apprehended, either by the disciples or the mul-
titude, that when JEsus went out of the temple, as is here represented
in the opening of this chapter; he went out to return to it no more !
Reader ! so ought you, and I, to esteem ordinances, and our attend-
ance on the house of prayer, each time as though it were our last.
How differently would they be valued even by those who valued them
most, if this thought were always upperinost in our minds ?

.. Reader! while perusing the many awful events foretold by our Lorb,
an this chapter; how precious the thought! Cruist’s people were
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~ #afe in the midst of danger. It is wonderful until explained by Gon
the HoLy Guost, how thé Lonp’s people in all ages live, and are
carried on, and carried through, a thousand perils which apparently.
scem to threaten destruction to thiem as well as the unigodly ; and yet
Noah-like they live out the storm; secured in the Ark Curist Jusus.
How may every cliild of Gop; yea,; how ought every child of Gop to
take to himsell the comfort of the Lorp’s assurance; I know the
thoughts I think towards you; thouglits of peace and not of evil, to
give you an expected end. Precious Lorv Jesus ! thou art my hiding
place, thou shalt preserve me from trouble ; thou shalt compass me abous
with songs of deliverance!

= B 7
CHAP. XIV.
CONTENTS. '
We enter here upon the History of Cutist’s Passion. The Chief
Priests conspire against him. A woman anoints the Lorv. Judas
selleth Cuwist, and betrayeth him. Peter denieth kim.

FTER two days was the feast of the passover
and of unleavened bread: and the chief
priests and the scribes sought how they might take
him by craft, and put him to death. o
2 But they said, Not on the feast day, lest there
be an‘uproar of the people. )

In addition to the observations made on the subject of the Passover,
Matt. xxvi. 2—20, &c. to which I refer the Reader, 1 beg to re-
mark that #Mark takes notice also, of the feast of unleavened bread.
It may be not amiss to consider, that those feasts were always to-
gether; in,fact they were one and the same. See Exod. xii. 8, &c.
The Passover was finished in the first evening’s solemnity, but the feast
of unleavened bread continged seven days. But what an awful pic-
ture is here given of the Chief Priests and Scribes! That at a season so
holy and sanctified for celebrating that great mercy of Gobp to the
Church, in delivering the people from Fgyptian bondage; those men
should-then, of all other seasons, contrive the death of JEsus. They
indeed postponed their intentions for the moment, in carrying them
into execution, not out of tenderness to JEsus, not lest their solemn
services should be intertopted, but from the great affection the com-
muon people had to the person of JEsus, lest the Lorp should be
rescued from them. Reader! pause over this part of the subject, and
behold in those men; the awful depravity of the human heart ! True,
indeed, it was necessary that Curist our passover should be then
sacrificed ; and they literally did that, and no more in the crucify=
ing the Lorp of life and glory, which Gop had before determined to
be done. Acts iv. 27, 28.- Dut though the Loxp’s ordination was in
all, yet the deed itself, and the malice of the deed, was all their own';
and the chapter in the opening of it, gives us an awful representation
of the heart of man. ‘ ' B
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3 94 And being in Bethany in the house of Simon
the leper, as he sat at meat, there came a woman
‘having an alabaster box of ointment of spikenard
very precious; and she brake the box, and pour-
ed ¢t on his head.

4 And there were some that had indignation
within themselves, and said, Why was this waste
of the ointment made ?

5 For it might have been sold for more than
three hundred pence, and have been given to the
poor. And they murmured against her.

6 And Jesus said, Let her alone; why trouble
ye her? she hath wrought a good work on me."

7 For ye have the poor with you always, and

~ whensoever ye will ye may do them good : but me
ye have not always.

8 She hath done what she could: she is come
aforehand to anoint my body to the burying,

-~ 9 Verily 1 say unto you, Wheresoever this

gospel shall be preached throughout the whole

world, this also that she hath done shall be spoken

of for a memorial of her.

There is somewhat uncommonly interesting in this transaction, and
as our Lorp himself declared, that it was significant of his burial,
our chiefest improvement of it should be with an eye to Jesus.  *

Spikenard was in itself, we are told by-naturalists, a small shrub
not lovely to the view, but very grateful to the smell, (see my Poor
Man’s Concordance, Spikenard,) but when it was prepared into an
ointment, it was very costly. This poor woman is supposed, and
perhaps rightly so, to have been either Mary, the sister of Lazarus,
(for this transaction was at Bethany,) or Mary Magdalene. But the
Lorp saith the act was symbolical. And what could be more striking,
in allusion to his person and sacrifice, than this act of affection, ex-
cited, and altogether accomplished by the work of grace in her
heart. Spikenard was very expressive of the person, and offices of
Curist. Lowly and humble in himself, there was no beauty to desire
him, yet the sweet savour of his name is as ointment poured forth.
Song 1. 3—12. Precious Lorp Jesus! though thy people of the pre~
sent day have not the privilege which this woman had, to anoint thine
head at thy table, yet while they sit before thee, and by faith behold
-thee, we would say with the Church, cause my Spikenard to send
Jorth the smell thereof. Every thing in thee, and from thee, is more
precious than the mountains of frankincense. Thy person, thy blood,
-thy righteousness, are all lovely and refreshing. .

Yor L : Rr
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- 10 9] And Judas Iscariot, one of the twelve,
went unto the chief priests, to betray him unto
them. ‘ '

11 And when they heard i, they were glad, and
promised to give him money. - And he sought
how he might conveniently betray him. "

If we compare what is here said, with what is related, John %iii.
27, of the devil’s entering into Judas, we shall discover somewhat of
the deliberate. act of this son of perdition. No doubt the woman’s
pouring the ointment on Crist’s head, acted as an incentive upon the
mind of Judas, as we know the grace the Lorp gives his people, calls
forth the greater malice of their enemies. Acts vii. 54. Judas
must have goie away from Bethany into Jerusalem, immediately after
this transaction of the ointment, for the Chief Priests were at this
time in council, (see verse 1,) and the traitor now joined the party;
though to cover his diabolical purpose, he soon after returned and
joined the disciples, and sat with them at the supper. Reader! pause
over the view! Oli! who shall calculate the enormity of sin ! Oh!
who shall calculate the preciousness of distinguishing grace! See
John xiii. 18. . ‘ '

12 € And the first day of unleavened bread,
when they killed the passover, his disciples said
unto him, Where wilt thou that we go and pre-
pare'that thou mayest eat the passover ? .

13 § And he sendeth forth two of his disciples,
and saith unto them, Go ye into the cty, and
there shall meet you a man bearing a pitcher of
water : follow him. : ‘

14 And wheresoever he shall go in, say ye to
the good man of the house, The Master saith,
‘Where is the guest-chamber, where 1 shall eat the
‘passover with my disciples? =
© 15 And he will shew you a large upper room
furnished and prepared: there make ready for us.
16 And Lis disciples went forth, and came 1nto
the city, and found as he had said unto them: and
they made ready the passover.:

i, It.should not be forgotten, that the Lorp with his disciples were
“still at Bethany, two miles from Jerusalem, and as the time was now
.arrived for the Passover, it became necessary for the disciples to re-
Jturn into! the city, to make provision for it. For, according to the
law in Jerusalem, the.feast must be, and the Paschal Lamb slain, be-

Fetitom e
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tween the fwo evenings, and eaten at night. Hence the question the

disciples put to Cuuist, and the Lorp’s answer as related in those

verses. The Reader, I hope, will not fail to take notice how the .
Lorp JEsus here again manifested his divine nature in foretelling

his disciples who théy should meet, and how they should be received :

JEusus over-ruling this man’s mind to accommodate the Lorp and his -
disciples. . By the disciples’ making ready the Passover, 1 should ap-

prehend they bought a lamb, for such no doubt were sold upon this,
solemn festival at Jerusalem, both to the inhabitants, and to the Jews’
which came to Jerusalem, to celebrate this feast; and as the law en-

joined, they must have carried it to the court of the temple for slanghter,
and there burnt the fat upon the altar, sprinkling the blood upon it,
before they brought it home to the house where it was to be eaten..
And I should apprehend also, that the roasting it whole, and the bitter

herbs, and bread and wine, were all included in what is said of the’
disciples’ making ready before that Jesus came in the evening to
sit down with the twelve. See Exod. xii. thrqughout. Deut. xvi,
-8 | |

17 And in the evening he cometh with the
twelve, , :

18 And as they sat and did eat, Jesus said,
Verily I say unto you, One of you which eateth
with me shall betray me.

19 And they began to be sorrowful, and to say
unto him one by one, IsitI? and another seid, Is
il? |
20 And he answered, and said unto them, ¢ is
one of the twelve, that dippeth with me in the
dish,

21 The Son of man indeed goeth, as it is written
of him : but woe to that man by whom the Son of
man is betrayed? good were it for that man if he
had never been born,

22 And as they did eat, Jesus took bread, and
blessed, and brake it, and gave to them, and said,
Take, eat: this is my body. o

23 Ard he took the cup, and when he had
given thanks, he gave it to thein; and they all
drank of it, , " ’ o

24 And he said unto them, This is. my blood of
the new testampent, which is shed for many. ,

25 Verily. I say unto you, I will drink no more
' o - Rr2 "
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of the fruit of the vine, until that day that I drink
it new in the kingdom of God.

26 And when they had sung an hymn, they went
out into the mount of Oljves, '

“ Some have thought that Judas did not partake of this Passover, but
to me, I confess, there doth not seem the shadow of a doubt but that he
did. This first verse is decidedly in confirmation. And én the evening
Jesus cometh with the twelve; consequently Judas included: and as
they sat and did eat Jesus said, &c. But baving very largely
dwelt upon this subject, in my Poor Man’s Concordance, under the
article Judus, I rather refer to what is there said, than enlarge upon
it here. : .

Though I shall reserve the more striking circumstances concern-
ing the traitor Judas, for one collected point of view, in what is said
of him, John xiii. 18, &e. yet I cannot help remarking to the Reader
in this place, the hardened state of this man’s mind, which could so
coolly and deliberately return and take his place among the dis-
ciples, as though equally loving of his Lorp, when he had then en-
tered into an engagement with the Chief Priests to betray him. And
when, one by one, the disciples put the question to what Jesus had
said, that one of them would betray him, though conscious of his in-
famy, he should dare to brave the question also, and say, isit I?* Oh!
the obduracy which sin occasions! Matthew, in his relation of this
solemn scene hath observed, thatwhile the other disciples every one
of them, in putting the question to Jusus, called him Lorp; Judas
called him Rabbi. And certain it is, that in the original the words
are different : the one is Lorp, and the other Rabbi or Master. See
Matt. xxvi. 22 and 25. And as Rabbi or Master implies a nearness
and affection which the more distant name of Lorp doth not convey,
to what an unequalled degree of infamy was the traitor by this time
arrived ?

I refer to Matt. xxvi. 26, &c. for observations there offered on the
interesting view of the Lorp Jrsus and his disciples at this last supper.
“But in addition to those, I would just remark, that the institution of
the holy supper seems to have been immediately made, as soon as
the paschal feast was finished ; as if to intimate the superseding of the
one, in the establishment of the other. And it should be particu-
larly remembered, that in the Lorn’s appointment of this ordinance,
in the breaking of the bread, and administering of the wine, the Lorp
most expressly designed to convey the spiritual signification that his
body being broken and his blood shed, the emblems shewed forth
the twofold blessings intended, of pardon, mercy, and peace, in and
through the offering of the body of Jesus Curist once for all; and
also all the blessings of the covenant set forth and sealed in his blood,

. and hence called the New Testament in his blood. '

There is somewhat truly interesting in the hymn the Lorp and his
disciples sung at the table. Jesus knew whdt the events of that
night would be.. .He had in contemplation Gethsemane, and all his
sorrows.” But these things stopped not the Hallel the Jews always used
at the Passover. Some have thought that this Hallel was the 114th
Psalm, which celebrates the night of the Passover, and the going
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forth from Egypt. Reader ! Ought not our celebration of the Lono’s
Supper, in the contemplation of the Loro’s love, be always accom~
pamed with our Hallel ; our song of Moses and the Laws?

27 And Jesus saith unto them, All ye shall be
offended because of me this night: for it is written,
T will smlte the shepherd and the sheep shall be
scattered,

28 But after that I am risen, I will go before

ou into Galilee.

29 But Peter said unto him, Although all shal!
be offended, yet will not 1.

- 30 And Jesus saith unto him, Verily I sav unto
thee, that this day, even in this nlght before the
cock crow twice, thou shalt deny me thrice.

+ 31 But he spake the more vehementlv, If 1
should die with thee, I will not deny thee in any
wise : likewise also said they all.

32 And they came to a place which was named
Gethsemane : and he saith to his disciples, Sit ye
here, while I shall pray.

33 And he taketh with hlm Peter and James
and John, and began to be sore amazed, and to
be very heavy;

34 And saith wnto them, My soul is exceeding
sorrowful unto death : tarry ye here, and watch.

35 And he went forward a little, and fell on the
- ground, and prayed that, if it were possible, the
“hour might pass from him.

36 And he said, Abba, ]ather, all things are
possible unto thee: take away this cup from me:
nevertheless, not what I w ill, but what thou wilt.

37 And he cometh, and findeth them sleeping,
and saith unto Peter, Simon, sleepest thou ?
couldest not thou watch one hour?

38 Watch ye and pray, lest ye enter into temp—

tation, the spmt truly is ready, but the ﬂesh is
weak, .
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39 And again he went away, and prayed, and
spake the same words. ' o

40 And when he returned he found them asleep
again; for their eyes were heavy: neither wist
they what to answer him. , :

41 And he cometh the third time, and saith unto
them, Sleep on now, and take your vest: it is.
enough, the hour is come: behold, the Son of
man is betrayed into the hands of sinners. )

.42 Rise up, let us go: lo, he that betrayeth me
1s at hand. |

We have in some measure noticed what is here related by Mark,
in the parallel passage by Maithew. But the contemplation is in<
deed in itself endless. Never was there a subject of equal import-
ance proposed to the mind of men, or angels, as is brought before the-
Church in those concluding scenes of the life and ministry of the
Lorp Jusus Curist. Who is competent to describe the wonderful
and mysterious subject ? What faculty, either of men or angels, equal’
to enter into the full apprehension of it? Itshould seem very évident
that as soon as JEsus arose to go from the table towards the Mount of
Olives, Judas withdvew to hasten the business of d‘eliverin%’ Crnist
into the hands of the Chief Priests: for soon after our Lorp’s ageny
in the garden, we find the traitor coming with a band of men tq
seize Jesus. It is impossible to convey by any form of words, what
were the feelings of the disciples on this memorable occasion. The
Lorp’s forewarning them of their taking offen’ce at him that.night;
quoting a passage well known to them from the Prophets; and makin
application of it to himself, and them; his taking Peter, James, ah§
John with him, while leaving the other disciples at some little distance
from him, his being withdrawn from them (as Luke describes it,)
about a stone’s cast, kneeling down and praying, and charging them
repeatedly to do the same; the agony they beheld Curist in, with
numberless other circumstances of his being sore amazed, in exceeding -
sorrow even unto deuth. The renewed soul in Cuwist, under the
teaching of Goo the HoLy GuosT, may indeed contemplate in humblé
wonder and adoration, and the most profound silence, the awful sub-
ject; but eternity itself will not be too long to unfold all the sublime
circumstances involved in it, and. connected with it. I would refee
the Reader to that part of this solemn scene which relates fo the
temptations of Satan, in Luke xxii. 40, &c. for-in that scripture the
subject is somewhat more largely dwelt upon.

43 € And immediately, while he yet spake,
cometh Judas, one of the twelve, and with him g
great multitude with swords and staves, from the
chief priests and the scribes and the elders,
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44 And he that betrayed him had given them a

token, saying, Whomsoever I shall kiss, that

same is he; take him, and lead him away safely.

45 And as socon as he was come, he goeth
straightway to him, and saith, Master, master;
and kissed him. ,

46 And they laid their hands on him, and took
him. -

47 And one of them that stood by drew a sword,
and smote a servant of the high priest, and cut off
his ear. |

48 And Jesus answered and said unto them, Are
ye come out as against a thief, with swords and
with staves to take me? _

49 I was daily with you in the temple teaching,

and ye took me not: but the scriptures must be
fulfilled.

50 And they all forsook hiin and fled.

51 And there followed him a certain young man,
‘having a linen cloth cast about Ais naked body ; and
the young men laid hold on him: :

o

52 And he left the linen cloth, and fled fro
‘them naked.

T beg the Reader to observe, and to observe with the awakened at-
tention so infinitely an interesting subject merits, the order in which
the Lorp Jrsus proceeded in this business. The agonies in the garden
were: finished, the temptations to be endured there from the powers
of darkness gone through; and now the Lorp Jrsus as one hastening
with holy zeal to the closc of his sufferings, calls upon his disciples to
arise, and go to meet the traitor and his party for the execution.
Reader { do not overlook this! Remember it is one of the great fea-
tures in the merits of Curist’s death the freeness and voluntary offer
of'the Lorp. See John x. 17. Psm. x1.6,7,8. He had said before
to Judas at the table, that thou doest do quickly. But no man at the
table knew for what intent JEsus said this unto him. John xiii. 27, 28.
But we may learn from it, that it shewed the promptness of CuRrisT’s
-heart to the work. And though he knew the sorvows which it must
induce, yet, for the joy that was set before him, he endured the cross,
despised the shame, Yea, JEsus caled the time, the hour of his glory,
And as soon as the traitor had left the company, Jesus declared that
-he was now glorified. See John xiii. 31, 32. Reader! do not over-
look these precious traits of character in the person of thy Redeemer!
- I request you never to lose sight of those swo grand points, in the




308 St. MARK: [cH: x1¥;

sufferings and death of the Lorp Jesus. The one is, the infinite
dignity of his person, Gop and Man in one. The otler is the free-will
offering of the Lorp. Behold him under these views coming forth from
the garden to meet the traitor, and erying out, Rise up! let us gof
lo! he that betrayeth me is at hand.
It is a matter worth attention also, to obServe how the traitor came,
- with a band of armed men. To take whom? The meek and lowly
JEsus, in whose mouth was found no guile, and who when ke was re-
viled, he reviled not again. Iut we must not overlook in this the
Lomp’s hand. Here was Jenovar’s purpose in all this, The Hory
GuosT, by the Psalmist had prophesied, that both the keathen should
rage, and the kings of the earth with the rulers take counsel together
againse the Lorp, and against his Carist, his anointed. Psm.ii. 1, 2.
And here it is: Herod and Pontius Pilate, with the Roman soldiers,
all Gentiles, or as they are called, the Heathen, shall have their hand
in the death of Curist, aswell as the rulers of the Jews. And where-
fore ? Surely, because Curist died, both for Jew and Gentile ; and
therefore both shall be involved in the guilt, as CarisT is JEHOVAR’S
salvation for both fo the ends of the earth. Isaiah xlix. 6. 7

As the season of the Passover was nearly, if not at the time of the
full moon, unless it was a cloudy night, it should seem that they
could not have needed lantherns; but yet the Evangelist Jokn, in his
relation of this circumstance, of Judus and the band, saith, that they
came with lantherns and torches and weapons. John xviii. 3.  And
it is further remarkable, that not only the Roman soldiers, but the
party which came with them, should be so ignorant of Curist’s

- person, that Judas should think it necessary to give them a token, by
way of discovering the Loup Jesus. But I rather think, that the
horrible state of the traitor’s mind was such, that though he had sold
himself to this most detestable deed, yet his sense of Carist’s Gop-
HEAD was such, that as he knew what Jesus had before wrought
in moments of danger, so he might accomplish the same and escape
out of their hands. I pray the Reader, in confirmation of this, to
turn to Luke iv. 28—30. Jobn viii. 59. John x. 89. In short, the
man was desperate, and acted desperately. e went before the band,
*(Luke saith,) and he repeated Rabbi twice, when he kissed Crrist,
as if to imply, how much he loved him. But what a heart-cutting
answer the Lorp JEsus’s must have been to him, had he not been
wholly graceless : Judus ! (calling him by his name, as if to shew
him that he not only knew him, but knew his whole heart,) betrayes
thou the SoN of Man with a kiss? Reader! ponder over the
awful subject! Surely the HoLy Gnost hath designed in the history
of this man, to shew to what a depth of iniquity the mind of man is
capable of falling, See John xiii. 18, &c.

The ane of them that stood by, John saith, was Peter. John xviii. 10,
which drew his sword and cut off the ear of Malchus. It was a zeal
to their Master which prompted all the disciples to declare their re-
solution to die with Curisr.  And here was a proof of it in Peter.
The deed gave occasion for a new miracle to be wrought by Cunisr,
in healing the wound, and restoring the ear ; but no miracle could
affect the heart of those which were given up to a reprobate mind.
See that awful scripture. Jude iv.

If we gather into ene point of view, all that the Lorp JEsus said,
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after this action of Peter’s, in cutting of the ear of Malchus, we shall
find large room for improvement. According to Mazthew’s account
of this scene, Jesus-first addressed Peter: Put up again thy sword
into his place, &c. See Matt. xxvi, 52, &c. JEsus next addressed the
multitude, according to Luke, chap. xxii. 51 : Suffer ye thus far;
und he touched his ear and healed /im. He then remonstrated with
the Chief Priests, and Captains of the temple, and Elders, in that they
were come out as against a thief, to take him, and then asserted his
supreme power in common with his Father, for deliverance, had he
pleased ; but declared the absolute necessity of the measure, for the
accomplishment of the scriptures. And which by the way, I beg the
Reader not to overlook, in relation to those numerous scriptures, which
so largely dwell upon it. Psm. xxii. 69. Isaiah liii. Zech. xiii. 7, &c.
. Mark is the only Evangelist which relates the circumstance of
this young man following Carist, and he doth not give us the least
traces to form any opinion who he was. But all the historians of this
awful scene agree in describing the desertion of the whole body of
disciples. Did Peter flee? did Jokn and James? those who were in
the Mount with Carist? they who were just before in the garden
with him ?  Alas! what is man, even the highest of men, if grace be
suspended but for 2 moment? And how was it, the band of armed
men, who seized upon the person of Jesus, and laid hold of this
young man who fled from them naked, suffered the Apostles to es-
cape? Read what Jokn hath recorded of the words of the Lorn
Jesus at this time, and learn the cause. .
If therefore ye seek me, (said Jesus,) let these go their way, that the
- saying might be fulfilled which he spake of them which thou gavest me, I
have lost none. John xviii. 7, 8, 9. I shall have occasion, when we
come to this passage, in the Gospel according to Jokn, to speak more
Targely upon it ; but, in the mean time, I would have the Reader ob-
serve, that from the miracle Jesus then wrought, of causing those
who came to apprehend him to fall backward to the ground, (which
take it altogether, is perhaps as great a miracle as the Lorp Jesus
ever wrought upon earth,) and the authority with which he pro-
Tounced these words: if therefore ye seek me, let these go their way.
From both these concurring causes, the Lorp Jesus secured the
flight of his disciples. A certain authority accompanied what Jesus
said : let these go their way ; that is, they shall go their way, touck
not mine anointed, and do my Prophets no harm. Psm. cv. 15.
Reader ! think how safe, how eternally safe and secure the Lorp’s
people are, when the Lorp gives command concerning them. Isaiah
XXvii. 2, 3. . :

53 And they led Jesus away to the high priest :
and with him were assembled all the chief priests
and the elders and the scribes.

54 And Peter followed him afar off, even into
the palace of the high priest; and he sat with the
servants, and warmed himself at the fire.

53 A?d the chief priests and all the council
oL [, -~ Ss
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sought for witness against Jesus to put him to
death; and found none. *

56 For many bare false witness against him, but
their witness agreed not together. :

57 And there arose certain, and bare false wit-
ness against him, saying,

58 We heard him say, I will destroy this temple
that is made with hands, and within three days I

~will build another made without hands. ‘

59 But neither so did their witness agree to-
gether.

" 60 And the high priest stood up in the midst,
and asked Jesus, saying, Answerest thou nothing?
what is it which these witness against thee?

61 But he held his peace, and answered nothing.
Again the high priest asked- him, and said unto
him,eArt thou the Christ, the Son of the Blessed ?

62 And Jesus said, I am: and ye shall see the
Son of man sitting on the right hand of power,
and coming in the clouds of heaven.

63 Then .the high priest rent his clothes, and
saith, What need we any further witnesses?

64 Ye have heard the blasphemy: what think
ye? and they all condemned him to be guilty of
death. , '

65 And some began to spit on him, and to cover
his face, and to buffet him, and to say unto him,

-Prophesy. And the servants did strike him with.
the palms of their hands. :

We now enter upon the more immediate scene of this solemn pro-
cess leading to Carist’s death. Every minute circumstance merits
our closest regard.- Perhaps there is not the smallest indignity offered
to the person of the Lorp JEsus, but had a mystical meaning. May
Gop the Hory Guost go before, accompany, and follow, both the
Writer of this Poor Man’s Commentary, and the Reader of it, with
his Almighty teaching! Amen.

And first : Mark relates, that no sooner had the soldiers apprehend-
ed Jesus, than they led him away to the High Priest. Now here,
if I mistake not, there was much signification intended by Gop the
Hory Guost. For this was according to the law; in which the
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sacrifice was first to be brought unto the Priest, before it was offered,
Levit, xvii. 5.

The next point to be noticed according to Mark’s relation, is, that
at the High Priest’s palace where JEsus was led, the whole Sanhedrim
were then assembled. John indeed, in his account states, that the
band which led Jesus away, took him to Annas first, and that they had
R}}eviously bound him. See Mark xv. 1. But let us here attend to

ark’s relation of those transactions. We shall be better prepared
hereafter for making suitable observations also on the account by
Jokn. It must have been late, and after the ¢elebration of the Passe
over, when the Sanhedrim was thus assembled, so desperately bent
were they to Curist’s death. And although after that holy solemnity
of the Passover, the Jews were probibited from going abroad for
the night, yet to crucify JEsus, this breach may be in their view
passed over. - )

The process of trial which followed, was done with a view to cover
over their proceedings, as if done most justly and legally ; and as it be-
came necessary to obtain the Roman Governor’s sanction to CHRIsT’S
death, without which, the sentence could not be carried into execu~
tion, they proceeded in a regular order, and sought for witnesses
to condemn CHRIST. ‘ ' ’

The destruction of the temple, the refusing to give tribute to Cesar,
and the supposed blasphemy against Gop; all these chargeg were
brought forward, but no witnesses could be found to substan¥ate or
prove. But when to the adjuration of the High Priest, the Lorp Jesus
gave testimony to the GopnEAD of his person, and to the authority of .
his office; the whole assembly present decided, that he was guilty of
death! ?nd the consequence as is here related of the utmost in
dignities dnd cruelties manifested to his divine person immediately fole
Jowed ! “Some began to spit upon him, some to buffet and mock
him, and some to smite him with the palms of their hands. I beg
the Reader not to overlook the Lorp JEsus giving testimony to his
Gopueap. Jt was for this supposed blasphemy he was sentenced to
die. John x. 33. Reader! let us pause over the solemn view, and
looking unto the Lorp JEsus encompassed with dogs, as he is described
by the Prophet, as the Hind of the morning, hunting for his blood ;
let us as another Prophet saith, figure to ourselves JEsus himself
speaking and saying to us: bekold and see! if there be any sorrow
like unto my sorrow, which is done unto me wherewith the Lorp hath
affiicted me in the day of his fierce anger! Lament, i, 12. Psm.’
¥xii. throughout, and title.

66 9 And as Peter was beneath in the palace,
there cometh one of the maids of the high priest :

67 And when she saw Peter warming himself,
she looked upon him, and said, And thou also wast
with Jesus of Nazareth.

08 But he denied, saying, I know not, neither
understand I what thou sayest. And he went out

into the porch; and the cock crew,
: B Ss? \
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69 And a maid saw him again, and began to
say to them that stood by, This is one of them.

70 And he denied it again: and a little after,
they that stood by said again to Peter, Surely
thou art one of them : for thou art a Galilean, and
thy speech agreeth thereto. |

71 But he began to curse and to swear, saying,
I know not this man of whom ye speak. ’

72 And the second time the cock crew. And
Peter called to mind the word that Jesus said unto
him, Before the cock crow twice, thou shalt deny
me thrice, And when he thought thereon, he
wept. | ‘

For the history and effect of Peter’s denial, I refer to Luke xxiic
54, &c. ‘ '
B —

REFLECTIONS.

Reaner! let us look up for the teachings of Gop the Hory Guost,
while “in the perusal of this sacred chapter, that all the blessed con-
tents of it may be engrafied in our hearts. Who can read of the
Jewish Passover, and here contemplate Currst our Passover sacri-
ficed for us, and not earnestly desire to keep the feast. Lorp JEsus!
give to all thy redeemed which attend thy table, a portion of the same

grace as filled the heart of this woman. Oh! for the Spikenard of the
- Hovy SeiriT, to anoint the feet of JEsus at his table!

Lorp! let thy sweet teaching be upon us, while reading the denial
of Peter, and the desertion of all the Apostles, still to mark the es-
sential difference between backsliding, and the total want of grace, as
in the instance of the traitor Judas. Lorp! give us grace te praise
the great Author of his discriminating mercy ! Dearest Jusus! let
Gethsemane be ever dear to the remembrance of thy people. Here
in faith would the souls of thy redeemed delight to roam and meditate
thy soul-agony and conflicts and temptations. And Lorp! when we
see thee, taken from thence, to prison and to judgment! oh! for
grace to behold thee, as wounded for our transgressions, and bruised
Jor our iniquities ; the chastisement of our peace as upon thee, and by
thy stripes we are healed. Oh! the wonders of redemption, that Ile
who knew no sin, should be made sin for us; that we, whe knew no
righteousness, should be made the righteousness of Gop in Him ! )

CHAP. XV,
CONTENTS.

The Lorp Jusus s here led away to Pilate. He is Condemned,
and delivered to be Crucified. His Death and Burial,



CH. XV.] ~ S1. MARK, 313

ND straightway in the morning the chief
riests held a consultation with the elders and
scribes and the whole council, and bound Jesus,
and carried kim away, and delivered kim to Pilate,

1 detain the Reader in the very opening of this chapter, to remark
with what hot lust those enemies of Curis1 hastened to suck his blood.
1t muyst have been little short of midnight before their assembly broke
up; if not, (asI confess T am inclined to think,) they sat up all night -
until the morning ; for Matthew in his relation of their proceedings
saith, that when zhe morning was come, they led him away to Pilute.
Matr. xxvii. 1, 2.

The. most proﬁtable view of these solemn transactions will be, I ap-
prehend, to contemplate the sufferings of Crmist, with an cye to our
personal interest in them, and, as I verily believe, there is hardly a
single c1rcumslance, but what hath a mystical meaning, I pray Gon
the Hory Grost, in his glorifying the Lorp Jesus, that he will be
graciously pleased to unfold them to our hearts.

And here, in the first instance, as recorded in this chapter, we are
told that they bound Curist and led him away to Pilate. The bind-
ing Curist, had certainly a very striking allusion to his Church, for
whom Curist was bound and crucified. By sin we are 2!l bognd over
to the just judgment of Almighty Gop. In the captivity of Htan we
are also bound, until Curist makes us free ; and without his delivers
ance, in becowing sin, and a curse for us, every son and daughter of
Adam is like the unprofitable servant spoken of in the parable, con-
cerning whom the Lorb saith, take him and bind him hand and foot,
and cast him into outer darlcness, there shall be weeping and gnashirg
of teeth. Matt. xxii. 13,

Now then, if the Lorp Jesus will deliver his people out of captivity,
he shall in all points personate those whom he delivers. He shall ex-
ciaim as in their person, innumerable evils have compussed me about ;
mine fmqu'tzee have taken hold of me. Psm. xl. 12. He shall be
bound as'a malefactor; yea, crucified between two thieves,- as if the
greatest of the three, standing as the sinner’s surcty : and thus he
shall be bound, and led as a sacrifice, as Isaac was bound, and laid
upon the altar. Gen. xxii. Y, and as the sacrifices are supposed to
have been bound under the law, so here in this point, as in every
other, fulfilling all righteousness. ~ See Levit. iv. 7. Psm. cxviii. 37.
Isaiah xlix. 24, 25. “Fosea xiii, 14

2 And Pilate asked him, Art thou the king of
the Jews? and he answering said unto him, Thou
sayest it.

3 And the chief priests accused him of many
thmgs : but he answered nothing.:

4 And Pilate asked him again, saying, An-
swerest thou nothing? behold, how many thmgs
they witness against thee.



314 St. MARK. [cH. V.

5 But Jesus yet answered ﬁothing; so that
Pilate marvelled. _ :

‘We have here the Lorp of life and glory arraigned at Pilaze’s bar,
and witnessing, as the Hory Grost testifieth, @ good confession.
1 Tim. vi. I3.. And in this instance, as in the former, we bechold
strong mystical representations, in what Jesus suffered, to the cir-
cumstances of his people. The silence of Curist, to the many ae-
" cusations of the Chief Priests, is strikingly descriptive of the sinner’s
state of guilt, whom JEsus then represented as their surety. It was
. said of Him, ages before his incarnation, that ke should be led as @
lamb to the slaughter ; and as a sheep before her shearers is dumb,
so he opened not his mouth. Isaiah liii. 7. In this, CarisT repre-
sented the sinner; silent and abashied, under the sense of sin. For
though in himself ke knew no sin, yet was ke made sin for us. 2 Cor,
v. 2L

Pause Reader, over this view of thy Redeemer! Here is that Great
Prophet, which so many ages before had been promised, as coming
into the world, whom the Lorb said they should hear; and that every
one which would not lhear that Prophet, should be destroyed from
among the people : here he now stands, silent and accused, as a de-
linquent and malefactor, before Pontius Pilate and the Elders! Mark
well, the striking ditference, and then ask, in what sense are we to be-
hold h¥n, but as the surety of his people? Deut. xviii. 15, Acts
jii. 22, and Acts vii. 37. .

6 Now at that feast he released unto them one
prisoner, whomsoever they desired. -

7 And there was one named Barabbas, whick
ley bound with them that had made insurrection
with him, who had committed murder in the in-
surrection.

-8 And the multitude crying aloud, began to
desire him fo do as he had ever done unto them.

9 But Pilate answered them, saying, Will ye
that I release unto you the king of the Jews ?

10 For he knew that the chief priests had de-
livered him for envy.

11 But the chief priests moved the people. that

“he should rather release Barabbas unto them.

12 And Pilate answered, and said again unto
them, What will ye then that I shall do unto him
whom ye call the King of the Jews?

13 And they cried out again, Crucify him.

14 Then Pilate said unto them, Why what evil
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hath he done? and they cried out the more ex-
ceedingly, Crucify him.

Here is a beautiful meaning also, in allusion to the great purposes
.of redemption. The lot was to fall on Jonah, an eminent type of
CurisT, and he the only Israelite at that time in the ship, from Joppa.
Jonah i. 7. The lot for the Scape Goat, was also determined the same
way. Levit. xvi. 8. And Jzsus being delivered by the determinate
counsel and foreknowledge of Gob, shall be the one, on whom the
whole voice of the people shall decide. Rev. xiii. 8. What striking
allusions of a mystical nature are there in all these things!

15 € And so Pilate, willing to content the peo-
ple, released Barabbas unto them, and delivered
Jesus, when he had scourged Aim, to be crucified.

16 And the soldiers led him away into the hall,.
galled Pretorium ; and they call together the whole -

and.

17 And they clothed him with purple, and plat-
ted a crown of thorns, and put it about his %ead.

18 And began to salute him, Hail, King of the
Jews! :

19 And they smote him on the head with a
reed, and did spit upon him, and bowing their
knees worshipped him. .

20 And when they had mocked him, they took
off the purple from him, and put his' own clothes
on him, and led him out to crucify him.

Before we enter upon this part of the awful events, in the cruel-
ties exercised upon Curist’s person, I beg the Reader to turn to the
18th chapter of Luke, 31—34, and read our Lorp’s prediction con-
cerning them ; then mark, one by one, the woeful account.. And I
request the Reader, yet more particularly, to observe through the
whole, that he acted as-the surety of his people. There certainly
was, as I before remarked, a mystical meaning in all. For it forms
a grand feature of our holy faith, that for the joy which was set before
'CurisT, ke endured the cross, despised the shame, before that he sat down
" on the right hand of the Muajesty on high. Jenovam, which lay on
him . the iniquities of his people, turned his glory into shame,
Psm. iv. 21, that the sin of his redeemed might be made appear ex-
ceeding sinful. Let the Reader attend to the shame, and reproaches,
and cruelties, poured upon Curist, with an eye to this; and the bléss-
edness of the whole will then appear, in their true colours.

The first act of cruelty which Mark takes notice of, exercised upon
- the sacred person of the Loep Jesus Curist, after Pilate had passed
sentence of death upon him, and given him up into the hands of the
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Roman soldiers, is that of scourging. Jokn, in his Gospel, relates
that Pilate scourged Curist, or caused him to be scourged, before
this; when he did it with a view to release him. And no doubt that
this first scourging by Pilate, had been with no small severity.
Among the Jews, there was no permission to give stripes in any casé
of delinquency, to above thirty und nire, lest, saith the law, thy bro-
ther should seem wile unto thee. Deut. xxv. 3. 2 Cor. xi. 24. But
Curist, our Brother, must be made vile, as the surety of his people,
who had made themselves vile by reason of sin, and therefore the Gen-
tiles, into whose hands he shall fall, shall lay on stripes; without
number, as far as their savage cruelty shall incline them. And thus
.Currst, both at the first and second scourging, shall be made vile,
that we might be made the righteousness of Gob in him. 2Cor. v. 21,
©Oh! the p:eciousness in this mystical allusion, concerning Him, and
his unequalled sufferings, by whose stripes we arc healed !

The next view we have in Mark’s Gospel, of our Lorb, after
Pilate had delivered him up into the hands of the soldiers, is the
calling together the whole band, to insult him, and then clothing
him with purple, crowning him with thorns, spitting upon him,
striking him on the head, bending the knee before him in mockery,
and then unkinging him and unclothing him of his sham, royalty,
before they led him away to crucify bim. In every ong of these
acts, more or less, we may, under divine teaching, discover the
Lorp™ hand, directing to some interesting circumstances of a mystical
nature, in allusion to the persons of Cumist’s redeemed, for whom
he became surety, and ior whom he suffered.

The clothing him in purple was wholly in derision; but then it
should be remembered, that to do this, they, first swripped hin
. and made him naked; and indeed so was he crucified. And what
so shameful as being wholly naked. But this also was necessary,
and highly significant; for as our first parents had made themselves -
naked to their shamse, in taking away the curse, Crrist must be put
in their very law-room and place so as to fulfil all righteousness.

The thorny crown, had mock royalty been only intended, would
have been as well played off for their sport, with a crown of reeds!
But it was not sport, but cruelty, added to mockery, they meant; and
therefore thorns were chosen to be struckinto his $acred head. Sinners
are threatened with having their heads and their hasry scalp wounded,
as enemies to ‘Gop. Psm. Ixviii. 21, &c. The Lorp Jusus shall
therefore, as the sinner’s surety, suffer in their stead. And forasmuch
as the curse pronounced at the fall, declared, that thorns and thistles
should the earth bring forth to the man. Gen. iii. 18, Here also
JEesus shall be pre-eminent in suffering, as he is in all things ; and
shall be crowned with thorns, that the Head may feel, what in his
members the Feet only of his redeemed go through, in a thorny wil-
derness, '

Little did those Gentiles consider, how they were by their mockery, -
fulfilling Jenovan’s design, in the setting forth these things. Ine
sult and cruelty they intended, yet the Lorp was then in reality
setting his king upon his holy hill in Tion, and declaring the decree.
Psm. ii. 6, 7. They bowed the knee in derision; but in truth then
began in a more open display that declaration of Gop, that when He
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who was in the form of Gob, and with whom it was no robbery to be
equal with Gop, humbled himself to the death of the Cross, every knee
should bow before him, and every tongue confess that Jesus CHRIST
és Lorp, to the glory of Gop the Faruer. * Philip. ii. 8—11. The
purple robe and the thorny crown, and the reed for a sceptre, were
the Znsignalic of this mockroyalty. But whatever they meant, the
Lorp’s purposes were fully answered: for the Son of Gop was at that
moment, the brightness of his Faruer’s glory, and the express image
of his person, whose sceptre of righteousness was the scepire of his
kingdom ; and concerning whom when the Logp JEnovau bringeth
in the first begoiten into the world, he saith, and let all the Angels of
Gop worship him. Heb.i. 3—9. .

21 And they compel one Simon, a Cyrenian,
who passed by, coming out of the country, the
father of Alexander and Rufus, to bear his cross.

22 And they bring him unto the place Golgotha,
which is, being interpreted, The place of a scull.

23 And they gave him to drink wine mingled
with myrrh: but he received it not.

24 And when they had crucified him,. they
parted his garments, casting lots upon them what
every man-should take. - ,

25 And it was the third hour, and they crucified
- him. : _

26 And the superscription of his accusation was
written over, THE KING OF THE JEWS.

27 € And with him they crucify two thieves,
the one.on his right hand, and the other on his
left. :

28 And the scripture was fulfilled, which saith,

And he was numbered with the transgressors.

29 And they that passed by railed on him, wag--
ging their heads, and saying, Ah, thou that de-
stroyest the temple, and buildest # in three days,

30 Save thyself, and come down from the cross.

31 Likewise also the chief priests mocking, said
among themselves with the scribes, He saved
others ; himself he cannot save. .

32 Let Christ the King of Israel descend now
from the cross, that we may see and believe.

Vou. I, Tt
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l?nd they that were crucified with him reviled
im. E

33 And when the sixth hour was coine, there

}v:fas darkness over the whole land until the ninth
hour.

34 And at the ninth hour Jesus cried with a
loud voice, saying, Eloi, Eloi, lama sabachthani?
which is, being mterpreted, My God, my God,
why hast thou forsaken me? - '

35 And some of them that stood by, ‘when they
heard ¢, said, Behold, he calleth Ehas.

36 And one ran, and filled a spunge full of -
vinegar, and put i on a reed, and gave him to
drink, saying, Let alone ; let us see whether Elias
will come to take him down.

37 And Jesus cried with a loud voice, and gave
up the ghost,

In the relation which Jokn gives, of their leading away CarisT to be
crucified, he saith, thatJesus bearing his cross, went forth into a place,
called the place of a skull. But the three other Evangelists tell us, that
this Simon the : Cyrenian, they compelled to this labour. And no
doubt, the relation by the whole is correct. For Jesus first went
forth with it, but when they found him sinking under the burden,
and fearing had he really died with fainting and loss of blood, before
they arrived at Golgotha, their inhumanity would have lost the greatest

: g.iumph over him ; they compelled the Cyrenian to bear the cross for
him.

1 beg to detain the Reader at this place, just to observe to him, what
otherwise perhaps may not so immediately strike him, in tracing the
unequalled sorrows of Carist, that it is not to be wondered at that
the Lorp Jrsus should have fainted under the cross. -For when we
consider what he had already undergone of pain and fatigue, and loss
‘of blood, and agonies, the only astonishment is, that he had not sunk-
nder the pressure before. They who have studied the map of Jeru-
salem and its vicinity, and have marked the ground over which the
Lorp JEesus was hurried up and down from one place to another,
have shewn that Carist actually walked the day of his Crucifixion,
and the night immediately before it, many a mile, perhaps not less
than seven, without rest or intermission. And add to these, the Lorp
Jesus, six days before the Passover visited Bethany, and was closely
engaged every portion of the time, from that period to his death.
John xii. 1. ‘And Luke saith, that he abode in the Mount of Olives.
by night, and in the morning early the people came to hear him in the
temple. Luke xxi. 37, 38. And from the moment of his being appre-
hended to his death, after all these fatigues and sufferings, there was
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no interval allowed for sleep. Well might the Prophet say, we have
caused him to serve with our sins, and wearied him with our iniquities.
Isaiah xliii. 24. Oh! ye that are weary and heavy laden with sin’!
come to this wearied Savior. He knows your feelings by his own !
In respect to the painful and ignominous death of the Cross, I refer
to the observations made in the Commentary on Matt. xxvii. Butin.
addition, I'would just remark, that such were the cruelties exercised
upon the occasion, that the malice of hell seems to have been at study,
to make the whole the most aggravated and full of torture.” Yet what
I chiefly beg the Reader not to lose sight of, in béholding the Cross,
is the wonderful coincidence of circumstances so over-ruled by the
Lorp, as that every thing done to Carist, or suffered by Cunist,
should have a mystical allusion, to the great design for which he of-
fered his soul an offering for sin. Under this view of the subject,
what but Gon’s sovereignty could have brought ahout such an event,
that in their despising the offices of Crurist, I mean his Priestly,
Kingly, and Prophetical offices, they should have used the very same
" words, in which Carist complained of those reproaches, a thousand
years before those events were accomplished. Al they that see me
(said Cunist by the spirit of prophecy,) laugh me to scorn, they shoot
out the lip, they shake the head, saying, he trusted on the Loxd that he
would deliver him ; let him deliver him, secing he delighted in him ;
Psm. xxii. 7, 8. the Lvangelists have recorded those very words, as
among the taunts and reproaches of the multitude. The Reader will
not fail, I hope to recollect, that the Lorp of life and glory was then
in very deed, saving his people from their sins by the gracious act of
thus offering himself in sacrifice. And their testimony though very
differently intended by them, was in fact overruled by the Lorp to
the same. He saped others, (said they) kimself he cannot suve.
Blessed Lamb of Gop! enable thy people to have these things
always in remembrance; and never, oh! never may we fail to con-
nect with the view, the intimate concern thy Church and people all
have in the wonderful events of this day. But for this thy gracious
interposition, thy Church’ in every individual of it, must have been
bound hand and foot, as Jesus was for them, and hurried away to the
udge. Silent as Jesus was; must we all have stood at that tremendous
bar. And after sentence had beem passed, hell in an army, would
bave seized upon us, and driven we must have been from the presence
of Gop, into regions of epdless despair. Oh! the unspeakable mercy
of Gob in Jesys CrrisT, o ) '

38 And the veil of the temple was rent in twain
from the top to the bottom.

39 And when the centurion, which stood over
against him, saw that he so cried out and gave up
.tGhedghost, he said, Truly this man was the Son of
God. ; -

40 There were also women looking on afar off,
among whom was Mary Magdalene, and Mary

A Tt2 : '
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the mother of James the less, and of Joses, and
Salome : S Y o

41 (Who also, when he was in Galilee, followed:
him, and ministered unto him;) and many other
women which came up with him uato Jerusalem. -

" Amidst the prodigies which distinguished the death of Curist, the
renting the vail of the temple was not the least. I am led to view
it indeed as of great moment; and as such, would request to call the
Reader’s attention to it somewhat more particularly. The Reader
should be told that in the temple there was a vail of separation between
the holy and the most holy place, The HoLy Guost, by his servant
the Apostle, hath thought proper, to give the Church some account
of it. Heb.ix.3—12. This vail then, by some invisible hand, was
rent in twain, from the top to the bottom, at the moment Curist cried
with a loud voice and gave up the ghost. And as this was at the 9th
hour, that is, three of the clock in the afternoon, which was the time
of the evening sacrifice, I pause, to remark how astonished the Priest,

" who was at that véry hout with the people present then in the outer
temple, must have been to have seen it, by which the inner temple
appeared at once open to his and their view ! :

This vail was not simply torn, or separated in part, butrent in twain,
and that from the top to the bottom. Yes! by the death of Carist,
the separation between Gop and his people was now for ever removed.
Jesus had then opened a new and living way by his blood. Before
this, the vail of separation kept back the people. It was impossible
to go in; yea, dangerous to LOOK in: and the High Priest himself,
could not enter without blood, and that only once in a year. Hence,
therefore, the Sox of Gop having now accomplished redemption by
hjs blood, he hath himself entered as our forerunner, and opened a
new and living way for all his redeemed to follow ; and the vail of

" separation, both to Jew and Gentile can be found no more. Precious
Lorp Jesus! I would say for myself, and all his redeemed ; blessed
for evet be thy name ; thou hast removed by thy death all vails which
stood in the way of our access to Gop. And thou wilt remove all
‘the remaining vails of darkness, sin, and corruption, which are in us.

_ 'The vail of death, and the covering cast over all faces, thou wilt

_utterly do away, now thou hast swallowed up death in victory, and the
rebuke of thy people thou hast taken away from off all the earth, for the
mouth of the Lorp hath spoken i¢. Isaiah xxv. 7, 8,

42 94 And now when the even was come, be-
cause 1t was the preparation, that is, the day
before the sabbath, o ‘
~ 43 Joseph of Arimathea, an honourable coun-
sellor, which also waited for the kingdom of God,
came, and went in boldly unto Pilate, and craved
the body of Jesus. :

44,And Pilate marvelled if he were already
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dead : and calling wnto Lim the centurion, he asked
him, whether he had been any while dead ?
45 And when he knew it of the centurion, he
gave the body to Joseph. ,
46 And he bought fine linen, and took him
down, and wrapped him in the linen, and laid him
in a sepulchre which was hewn out of a rock, and
rolled a stone unto the door of the sepulchre.
47 And Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother
of Joses, beheld where he was laid.

. Excepting the enquiry which Pilate made of the Centurion by way
of being assured of the certainty of Curist’s death, we have the same
account given by Matthew as is'here related by Mark. I therefore
refer to the observations which were then offered.  But, if I detain the
Reader a moment longer on those verses, it shall be only te invite him
to contemplate the tomb of Jesus. Never did death before detain
such a prisoner. But, Reader! it is the joy of his redeemed that he
then did. For it is by death Curist hath destroyed him that had the
power of death; that is, the Devil: and delivered them, who through
Jear of death, were all their life time subject to bondage. Heb. 1i.
14,15. But what a funeral is here! The sacred body begged, and
then perfumed. A few following the procession, and but a few; and
those by stealth as it were. -But, Reader! as the death of Caxist was
of the highest importance to the everlasting salvation of his Church,
so his burial became essential both to prove that death, and to an-
swer the prediction of prophecies concerning it. See Isaiah liii. 9.
Psm. xxii. 15. Matt. xii. 40. Hosea xiii. 14. Jerem. xxxi. 26.
Rev. 1. 13—18. Psm. xxiii. 4. Reader! let you and I frequently
in solemn meditation visit the Sepulchre of Jrsus! Sacred garden of
the most blessed thoughts! From hence, the first distinct prospect was
given of the upper and brighter wortd. Ifere Jesvus the resurrection
and life of his redeemed taught them to look up, and by faith enter
upon the possession of those mansions which he is gone before to pre-
pare for them, until he shall come again te receive them to himself,
that where he is, there they may be alse. Flail! thou risen and exalted
Savion! In thy triamphs over death, hell, and the grave, we already
can and do sing the Apostle’s song: Oh/ death where is thy sting?
O grave where isthy victory !
e G e
REFLECTIONS.

Reaper! let us not hastily pass away from this most solemn and
interesting chapter. It is profitable. to follow the footsteps of the.
Lams whithersoever he goeth. And while from the High Priest’s
palace, to the palace of Pilate, we attend the Jowly Redeemer, mark-
ing his footsteps with his blood, oh ! for grace to ponder well the cause
of all his sufferings. The Hory GrosT in one line of his blessed word,
hath explained the whole. Curist hath once suffered for sins; the
just for the unjust, that he might bring us to Gov.
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- Reader! do not overlook that every hand, both Jew and Gentile,
were embrued in his blood ; yea, above all, behold the hand of Jeno-
vaH engaged in the vast design.  Look at the cross, and hear the voice:
of the Loz, calling to the sword to awake. Awake, O sword, against
my shepherd, and against the man that s my fellow, saith the Lorp
of Hosts ! Smite the shepherd, and the sheep shall be scattered !

- - Reader! let us both, as lovers of Jesus, attend the funeral. This is
the office of near and dear friends. Remember, he is still the same,
and the covenant in his blood cannot be dissolved by death. And

- in the contemplation of our own death, and our sure resurrection in
Jesvs, let us say with Job, QL ! that thou wouldst hide me in the grave,
that thou wouldst keep me secret until the wrath be past; that thow
wouldst appoint me a set time, and remember me ! '

CHAP. XVL

CONTENTS.

Curist’s Resurrection, and his Appearance to Mary Magdalene end
to others. The Lorp giveth his Commission to his Apostles; and re-
turned unto Glory.

ND when the sabbath was past, Mary Mag-

dalene, and Mary the mother of James, and

Salome, had bought sweet spices, that they might.
‘come and anoint him. '

Reader! let us pause at the very entrance on this precious chapter,
with which the HoLy Guost is pleased that Mark should finish his
Gospel.  Lvery word is big with events, in recording the wonderful
history of our Lorp’s resurrection, and may well merit the closest
attention of his people. The sabbath was past, we are told, and
‘the Lorp of the sabbath (Mark id. 28.) had rested from his own works.
Heb. iv. 10, and that blessed scripture but little understood, yet most
highly significant, was now to be immediately accomplished. Jerem.
xxxi. 26. Those godly women, still unconscious of the great things
in which they themselves were so highly interested, had bought sweet
spices, (and so had Nicodemus, John xix. 39.) with intention of em-
balming the body of Jesus. Reader! behold how the Lorp was
pleased to keep those whom he loved in ignorance for a while, of a
subject which when made known, filled their hearts with @ joy
unspeakable and full of glory. Let you and I, from hence learn to
estimate our mercies, and desire with Paul, to know Curist, and the
power of his resurrection. Philip. iii. 10, 11

2 And very early in the morning, the first day
of the-week, they came unto the sepulchre at the
rising of the sun, '

3 And they said among themselves, Who shall
*roll us away the stone from the door of the se-
pulchre ?
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4 And when they looked, they saw that the
stone was rolled away ; for it was very great.

There is somewhat very striking in the short, but sweet account, of
the rising of the sun. It became a beautiful representation of the’
rising of the sunin nature; to shadow forth Him, who is the sun of
righteousness in grace. Well might the created sun arise to his
glory, who was, and is, the Creator of all things, Mal. iv. 2. The
difficulty those women apprehended, from the great stone at the door
of the sepulchre, stopping their way, and the removal of it they
knew not how, may suggest to us, how much better to his people
the Lorp is, than all their fears. But, Reader, though youand I fol-
low those women to the tomb of Jesus by faith, yet we shall have
no cordial belief in the resurrection of Jrsus, until the Lorp- hath
not only caused the stone to be rolled away from the door, but He
himself hath taken it out of our heart. It can be nothing short of an
Almighty work to do this. T%e first day of the week with every child
of Gob in being brought acquainted with the resurrection of Jusvus, is
the first day of a new life and salvation together. Hence Paul’s
prayer for t{e Church, which I'beg the Reader not to pass from those
verses till.he hath read. Ephes. i. 15, to the end. .

5 And entering into the sepulchre, they saw a
young man sitting on the right side, clothed in a
long white garment ; and they were affrighted.
6 And he saith unto them, Be not affrighted :
" Ye seek Jesus of Nazareth, which was crucified :
he is risen ; he is not here : behold the place where
they laid him. : -

7 But go your way, tell his disciples and Peter
that he goeth before you into Galilee: there shall
ye see him, as he said unto you. '

8 And they went out quickly, and fled from the
sepulchre ; for they trembled and were amazed:
* neither said they any thing to any man : for they
were afraid.

The Jewish Sepulchres were all made large, not only to admit
many bodies being placed by the side of each other; but also for the
entrance of the friends, who might indulge the pleasing melancholy
of visiting them. I pass over several very interesting circumstances
related here, to call the Reader’s attention to the tenderness expressed
to Peter among the other disciples, in calling him by name. The
Lorp Jesus well knew how exceedingly the consciousness of having

" denied Curist had operated upon the heart of the Apostle, and there-
fore he will have the message sent to Peter more particularly by
name : Go tell his disciples and Peter! Oh! what grace is in the
Beart of Cunist. Had the message been sent to the disciples, only as
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disciples, Peter might have been tempted to-fear, that on account of
his shameful conduct, he was no longer a disciple, and as such, not
included in it. But being particularly pamed, -how very bless-
edly he must have felt this renewed attention in his Lorp. Reader !
do not, dismiss the very gracious testimony, such a view of Jesus
brings with it, to the hearts of all the Lorp’s disciples. We learn
most evidently {rom it, that the Lorp’s grace is not restrained by our
unworthiness ; neither is it bestowed for our deservings. CHRIST’S
love, and not ours, is the only standard for CHRrIST’s mercy to his
people. And Iwould beg to call the Reader’s attention to another
most blessed instruction, this conduct of the Lorp Jesus holds
forth, in the immediate regard he shewed to his disconsolate disciples.
"The first thing the Lorp Jesus had respect to, when he avose from
the dead, was to send his Angel to comfort his disciples with the
assurance of his love, while he informed them of his resurrection.
Go tell my disciples and Peter ! Disciples still, and brethren still, for
John’s relation is to the same amount. John xx. 17. So that his Al-
mighty power, by which he arose from the dead, Rom. i. 4. and his
altered state made no alteration in his love. He is still the same
Jesus, and the same brother as before, Oh! for grace to have this
always in remembrance ! : :

- 99 Now when Jesus was risen early the first
day of the week, he appeared first to Mary Mag-
dalene, out of whom he had cast seven devils. .
10 And she went and told them that had been
with him, as they mourned and wept. '
11 And they, when they had heard that he was
alive, and had been seen of her, believed not.

I cannot help pausing over this view of Curist’s grace to Mary Mag-
dalene, that she should have the honor of beholding the Lorp of life
and glory the first of all his redeemed, after he rose from the dead.
And as the Evangelist adds, out of whom he had cast seven devils.
Doth it not seem to intimate, in that Gop the Hory Gaost hath
thought proper, to have this act of grace of Jesus mentioned at the
same time, as if the Lorp would thereby encourage, and comfort
. any, and every one, of his more than ordinarily distressed members,
to this conclusion, that where sin aboundeth, grace shall much more
abound ? All Curist’s redeemed shall have the love-tokens of JEsus;
but the one which Satan most afflicts, Curist will more abundantly
comfort,

12 After'that, he appeared in another form unto
two of them, as they walked, and went into the
country. , , ‘

13 And they went and told ¢ unto the residue:
neither believed they them.

14 Afterward he appeared unto the eleven as
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they sat at meat, and upbraided them with their
unbelief and hardness of heart, because they be-
lieved not them which had seen him after he was
risen.

‘We never can sufficiently bless the Lorp for his gracious conde~
scension, in those repeated appearances he made to his disciples. But
how astonishing is it to behold their great unbelief. No doubt for the
greater confirmation of the faith the Lorp had so appointed it; for it
wholly removes the ridiculous charge of the Jews, that while the sol-
diers slept, .the disciples should have taken away the body of Curist
from the sepulchre; when we find that evidence upon evidence did
not prove sufficient for a while to bring those poor timid disciples
into the heart’s conviction of our Lorp’s being risen from the dead.
See Matt. xxviii.

15 9 And he said unto them, Go ye into all the
world, and preach the gospel to every creature.

16 He that believeth and is baptized shall be
saved; but he that believeth not shall be damned.

17 And these signs-shall follow them that be-
lieve: In my name shall they cast out devils; they
shall speak with new tongues;

18 They shall take up serpents; and if they
drink any deadly thing, it shall not hurt them;
they shall lay hands on the sick, and they shall
recover.

It should seem, from the relation of this final commission the Lorp
gave to his disciples, that it wasnot all delivered at this morning and
evening of the day of his resurrection, ‘but in the different meetings
which Jesus graciously made with them during the forty days he
went in and out before them, to the day he returned to glory. And
the commission itself of going into the whole of the then known
world, and preaching the Gospel to every creature, carried with it

-the full glorious tidings of saivation in his blood, and righteousness
both to Jew and Gentile. See Isaiah xlix. 1-—6. And while the Lozrp

thus taught them that the door of salvation was to be opened to the -

people of Gobp, which were scattered abroad, the Gospel itself im-
plied that Currst himself in his person, work, grace, blood-shedding,
and righteousness, became JEnovan’s one and only ordinance of sal-
vation, to-every one which believeth ; to the Jew first, and also to the
Gentile. Carist in himself is comprehensive of the whole Gospel.
In Matthew’s relation of this, it is added, they were to baptize -the
- people, in the joint name of the Farugr, Son, and HoLy Grost, in-
timating thereby, that to the joint love, and grace, and mercy, of the
Hovy TaREE in Oxg, the whole blessings ‘of redemption flow. See

1 Pet. 1. 2, compared with Numbers vi. 22, to the end. 2 Cor. xiil. 14,

Vou. 1. - Uua

«
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19 9] So then after the Lord had spoken unto
them, he was received up into heaven, and sat on
the right hand of God.

20 And they went forth, and preached every
where, the Lord working with iiem, and con-
firming the word with signs following. Amen.

Mark sums up the glorious event of Curist’s ascension, and the
. Hovry GuosT’s descension, in a comprehensive manner indeed, in these
two verses. But his testimony of those wonderful acts was all that the
Hory Guosr thought proper to make use of by his ministry. The
events themselves are more largely followed up in the relation in the
Acts of the Apostles, to which, therefore, I refer. For the present,
it will be sufficient to observe, that Mark’s testimony is confirmed by
the Lorp’s testimony, in those gracious signs which followed. And
the Lorp Jesus’s name, like the sign and seal of a charter, the AmMEN,
closeth Mark’s Gospel, as the Verily, the faithful witness of Heaven.
Rev. iil, 14, Isaiah Ixv. 16.

B
REFLECTIONS.

Reaper! while you and I hasten, with the ardent love of those
godly women, to the Sepulchre of JEsus, and hear with the ear of
faith, as they heard in sense, the invitation of the Angel; Come see
‘the place where the Lorp lay. Oh! for the teaching of Gop the HoLy
Gaost, to follow Jesus from the cross to the throne, and behold where
the Loro lay from all eternity, in the bosom of the Farnen. .

Send down, thou risen and exalted Savior, all those precious gifts
thou art returned on purpose to impart ! And as in the case of Mary
Magdalene, such grace was manifested; so in the instance of all thy
redeemed ones, prove, thou dearest Lorp, that thou art exalted as a
Prince and a Savior, for to give repentance to Isracl, and forgiveness
of sins. Oh! the blessedness of receiving the power of CrRisT’s re=
surrection, in the heart and conscience, when the Lorp works with
his holy word, and confirms that word with signs following. May the
souls of all the Lorp’s redeemed family, thus find the sweet testi-
moniés to the truth of our Lorn’s resurrection; when first Gop
our FaTuer having raised up his Son Jesus, hath sent him to bless us
n turning away every one of us from our iniquities.

And now FarnwrLt Mark ! thou faithtul Evangelist; surely thou
hast well done the work of one, and made full proof of thy Mnistry.
For the testimony of thy Gospel is in the hearts of thousands, ¢o
the truth as it is in Jusus, éhrough the power of the HoLy GHosT.
Precious is the written Word, when confirmed as an engrafted Word,
'by the Seirir’s grace in the heart; and when that Almighty Lors,
sets to his seal, in the heart, that Gop s ¢rue. All the faithful will
thank thee, Mark, for thy labour of love, as they daily read the. .
wondersrecorded by thee of Jesus. And all will find cause, who are
taught of Gop, to say as Peul did concerning thee, though not callqd
to the service of the sanctuary, as he was; for heés profitable to me in
his ministry !
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Precious Lorp Jesus! while we thank the servant, we bow down
with unspeakable thanksgiving to the Master! Be thou everlast-
ingly loved, and praised, and adored, in thy Person, Work, Offices,
Chiracters, and Relations. Men shall be blessed in thee, and all
nations shall call thee blessed. Praised be the Farusr, Sow, and
Hovry Guost, for all Covenant love, in Jesus Crrist!  Amen.

THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO

ST, LUKE.

GENERAL OBSERVATIONS ON THE GOSPEL
ACCORDING TO ST. LUKE. -

IN entering upon this blessed Book of Gov, which carries
with it, through every Chapter and verse, proofs of divine
inspiration, I would beg the Reader to look up with me to the
Almighty Lorp, which both directed and guided Luke’s pen,
for grace to attend to it, with that reverence and godly fear,
as is suitable and becoming to such precious Memoirs of our
Lorp and Savior JEsus CHRIST. Surely, Reader, the HoLy
Gnost would not have raised up the several Evangelists to
this sacred service, neither have added the Gospel of Luke to
those of Muaithew, and Mark, but for the most blessed pur=-
poses. Oh! that they may all be unitedly made a sweet savor,
to make manifest his knowledge to his people in every place.

Some have thought that Luke was one of the seventy dis-
ciples. It is possible he might bave been so. And others
have supposed, that he is the same person whom Paul calls
the beloved Physician. Col.iv. 10. But there is no certainty
whether either be right ; the whole is conjecture.

Neither is it determinable, with any greater assurance, at
what time LZuke wrote this Gospel. Some make it as early as
within fifteen years after our LORD’s ascension: So Beza saith
in his Manuscript Copy: while others date it as late as fwenty-
sepen. FEusebius, in his Eeclesiastical History, relates, that
the Apostle JoAn read it when finished, and gave his sanction
to it. But Gop’s people have a yet higher authority of its
truth, when the HoLy GHosT, in his divine teaching, gives
to his regenerated children the testimony of its holy doctrines
in- their own hearts and consciences. I cannot upon this occa-
sion help making an earnest request to my Reader, that he
will make this the grand standard of decision, concerning the

Un2 :
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