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, THE .
EPISTLE OF PAUL THE APOSTLE

‘ GENERAL OBSERVATIONS. .
¥ WOULD seek grace from Gop the HoLy GHOsT, the
Almighty Author of this blessed portion of his holy word,
to énter upon the periisal of it, with the most earnest prayer,
and praise; and with the tost profound humility and joy.
No part of the word of Gop hath in it more blessed views
of the glory of Curist’s Person, and GopHeap, and Offices,
and Character. And rone, which more blessedly brings him
horhe to the affections of liis people, under all the endear-
ments of union and interest, as the LORD OUR RIGHTEQUS-
NEss. Oh! that Gop the HoLy GHosT may glorify Him, to
his Church’s apprehension, under all; and form him, in every
heart of-his-redeemed, the hope of glory. :
" Thére have been doubts, in the minds of some, whether
the ,{Apostle Paul was, or was not, the Pen-man, Gop the
SpIrlT made use of, for writing this Epistle. But none of
the faithful taught of Gobp, ever doubted, that the Epistle
itself, was the immedidte work of divine inspiration. Indeed
every age of the Church, hath furnished witnesses for Goo,
in confirmation of its divine authority. The seal of the
SPIRIT, in the heart, to the truths of Gop, written there,
‘becomes an infallible testimony. Hence the royal Psalmist
exclaimeds 7 shall never forget thy word, for by it thow hast
quickened me. Psm: cxix. 93. And whoever reads the book
of the Hebrews, with an enlightened eye, under the leadings
of Gop the HoLy Guost, the Almighty Author of it, will
not fail to discover, that the Apostle Paul, is evidently the
inspired Pen-man of it. What he saith of Zimothy, in the
last Chapter, verse 23, when it be considered, that Paul wrote
it from Llome, and the probable date of it also, Anno 63 or 64;°
form a correspondence, to the Apostle’s then imprisonment.
And yet more decisive is Peter’s testimony. For Peter’s
Epistle was written to the strapgers, (that is, the ten tribes of
the Jews or Hebrews,) scattered at that time, throughout the
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lower Asia. 1 Pet. i. 1. In this Epistle Peter refers to this
book of the Hebrews, when he saith to them,.our beloved
brother Paul also, according to the wisdom given unto him,
hath written unto you. 2 Pet. iii. 15. Now no part of Paul’s
writings but this Epistle, was written to the Jews.. All his
other Epistles were to the Gentile Churches, and to particular
persons, as Timothy, Titus, and Philemon. And this also
explains the cause, wherefore the Apostle did not begin this
Epistle to the Hebrews with his usual salutation.

I do not think it necessary in this place, to enter into a
large, and circumstantial account, of the Contents of this
blessed Epistle. All the interesting particulars, will meet us
in their proper place. It will be sufficient here to observe,
that the one, great, and leading design, of the whole is, to.
exalt the LorD JEsus Curist. Hence his Person, as Gob,
and as Gop-Man; his offices, characters, relations; his royal,
prophetical, and priestly offices; are most blessedly set forth.
And what is worthy of most especial notice is, that the human
nature of CHRIST, is displayeg in so dear, and interesting a
light; and the precious consequences resulting from it to his
people, so enlarged upon, and recommended to their ten-
derest regard; as is not perhaps so fully inculcated in. any
other of the Apostle’s writings. So that upon the whole, the-
Epistle to the Hebrews is a most blessed part of the divine
word : and for which the Church of the faithful, can never be
sufficiently thankful to Gop the Hory Gmost. 1 will no
longer detain the Reader, from entering upon its perusal,
than only first to look up with prayer, to the Almighty Author
of it, that while passing over it, he will be pleased, mercifully:
to shine on the heart, of both the Writer, and the Reader,.
(if it be his holy will,) of this Poor Man’s Commentary. And
from hence, that the Lorp JEsus, who is the whole sum and
substance of its contents, may be made manifest in every
part of it; so blessedly seen by faith, and enjoyed in hope,
as to be glorified in the heart; and Gop the FATHER glorified
tn Nis dear SON. Amen.

CHAPTER L
. CONTENTS.

. Gob is declared in_the opening of this Chapier, as speaking to the
Church, by his Sox. Then follows a short, but exalied Description,
of the Glories of Cugist’s . Person and Character. )

"™ OD, who at sundry times and in divers man-

F ners spake in time past unto the fathers by’
the prophets,
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2 Hath in these last days spoken unto us by Ais
Son, whom he hath appointed heir of all things,
by whom also he made the worlds;

From the opening of the Epistle, in the solemn and striking
manner, in which we have the Sox of Gop introduced I humbly
conceive, that Gop the SeimiT, intended thereby that the Church,
should have proper conceptions of the dignity of his Person, before
we are brought acquainted with the nature of his offices. Hence a
line of everlasting distinction, is at once drawn; between him, and
the highest order, of all his servants, whether angels, or men. And
whereas in all former revelations, Gop spake in time past, through
the ministry of the Prophets; now-in this last and final dispensation,
he_speaks openly to the Church by his Son. ' ‘ .

Now before the Reader goes a step further, I pray him to pause:
and consider, in what a glorious display of dignity and power, the
Sox of Gob is here introduced. In no method, but the Gospel me-
thod, could this manifestation be made. When Gop went forth in
acts of creation, there was nothing of a personal nature in relation’
to the manner of existence, in the divine essence made known,
The Hory Turge in OXE, are represented indeed, as confering on
the subject of forming man’s creation, different from what is said at
the creation of other inferior creatures: but nothing more, by which
the personal manifestations of each might he known. Gen. i. 26. - It
is in redemption, the several distinctacts of each glorious Person, in
the GopuEeap, become manifest: so that we may truly say, the first
footsteps of the Hory Persons of the Gopwrap are first traced in
Cugrst; and the love of Gop in Cunist to his Church here first broke
forth, in open revelation to the Church. The Son of Gobp comes
forth from the invisibility, in which Gob in his threefold character of -
Persons by his very nature, and essence dwclls; and makes knosvn
the sacred purposes of his will. Goo hath spoken to us by his Soni
To this agrees in beautiful correspondence, what aucther inspired
Apostle hath recorded: No man hath seen Gop at any time. The only
begotten Sox, which is in the bosom of the Farner, he hath declared
him. John i. 18. How the Sox of Gop comies, and through what
medium, his communications are made; is spoken of elsewhere,
We are informed of -his incarnation, and all the blessed events cons
nected with that mysterious act, in those scriptures, which sum up
the account of his wonderful Person, and chardcter, by saying, that
in Him dwelleth all the fulness of the Gopurap bodily. Coloss. ii. 9.
But in this place, no more is said, in relation to the difference be-
tween him, and his servants, than that the last days revelation, are
not as were the former. This glorious truth, marks the striking dis-
tinction ; and here it stands, as the title page, and contents of -this
whole book of Gop; Goo hath spoken to us by his Son. I pray
the Reader, to note this, in the deepest memorandoms of his heart,
in proof of the Gopmrap of Curist and then prosecute what next

follows, concerning his Person and Offices. :

He is said, to be appointed heir of all things. 'This cannot be said
of him as Goo; for his heirship, if it were supposed taken in this
sense, could not be an appointed heirship : for by birth-right it is
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his; But in the mystery of his Person, it is spoken of him as Gop-
Man. And in this sense, he is truly, and properly appointed heir of
all things. And the Church, are made heirs in him. Heirs of Gob,
and joint heirs with Comst. Rom. viii. 17. Oh! the privilege of
Gop’s children ! - ' E ' ‘

By whom. also he made the worlds. Yes! this is a most clear, and
decided doctrine, of scripture. =~ Gop created all things by JEsus
Cumist. Ephes. iii. 9. "And according to the Hovy Guost’s dccount,
by Paul, to the Church’ of the Colossians: not only all things were
created by Him, bat'for Him; and by Him, all thengs consist. In-
deed from that most blessed scriptore, as well as some others, we
are led to conclude, that without this mysterious Person, in his
double nature, Gop and Man, in One; there could have been no-
thing, for creation to have rested upon. Nothing could have stood,
or subsisted, but by dependence upon Gobn. And yet nothing
could have stood, in any way of subsistence witk Gop. In the
person therefore of Gop-<Man ‘alone, we find an adequate founda-
tion to rest' upon:  And of IHim, “and Him ‘only, as is soon after
said, in this chapter, and confirmed by ‘othei scriptures, we find
One competent to' the Almighty ‘work, of upholding all things by the
word of his power. John i. 3;4. I pray the Reader not‘to’ pass
away before that he hath looked for further confirmation, to Colos-
sians i, 15—17, with Commentary. - -~ o

3 Who being the brightness of Zis glory, and
the express image of his person, and upholding all
things by the word of his power, when he had by
himself purged our sins, sat down on the right
hand of the Majesty on high;

The Hory GHost by his servant bath here given a further descrip-
tion of " the infinite dignity of Curist’s Person. ' Who being the
brightness of his glory, and the express image of his Person; and
upholding all things by the word of his power. I pray the Reader
to ‘mark, with due attention, those glorious distinctions of character,
by which the Person of Carist is here revealed. He is said, to be
the brightness of his Fatuer’s glory. Not made so, but being so.
Consequently the-same oneness of nature, and essence with the
Faruer. And when it is added, the express image of his Person;
meaning, that by virtue of the Soxof Gop, assuming manhood, he
becomes the visible representation, of what without this medium,
was, and is, and cannot but be'invisible; agreeably to that blessed
scripture, that én Him dwelleth uwll the fulness of the Goburap bo-
dily. Coloss. ii. 9. And in relation to his upholding all things by
the-word of ‘his power, nothing can be more plain, than that, as Gon-~
Man Mediator, he hath power given him over all flesh, that he should
give eternal -life to as many as the Faruer hath given him. John
xvii. 2. And no less, doth he uphold, the whole of Creation, which
he hath made; being the natural, and immediate result, for which
Gop -in his threefold character of Persons, went forth in acts of crea-
tion,. by Jesus Curist, that he, as the visible Jenovan, in all Cove-
pant transactions; should reign, and controul all things, in all the
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departments of nature, providence, gracé, and glory. Dan. iv, 34, 35.
Ephes. i. 10. Reader! pause, Lefore you proceed further; and con-
template the glories of his Person,as here drawn, by the Hory Grost,
Well might Paul desire, to relinquish all other knowledge, “for the
knowledge of Curist. Philip. iii. 8, 9. And well might he pray,
for the Church, that this, above all other blessings, might be their
portion. Ephes. i. 15, to the end. And yet, Reader ! thisis He whom
man despiseth! Thisis He whom the nation abhorreth. Isaiah xlix. 7.
What man ? What nation? Yea, every man, and every nation, un-
acquainted with his mysterious Person, Goo-Man! And is not the
present, as well as the nation of the Jews of old, a Carisr-de-
spising generation ? But concerning those, to whom Gob the Hovy
Guost hath revealed him, Jesus thus speaks; Farner! I will, that
they also whom thou hast given me, be with me where I am, that they
may behold my glory, which thou hast given me. John xvii. 24.

But the scripture proceeds, When he had by himself, purged our
sins, sat. down on the right hand of the Mujesty on high. Reader!
pray -observe, what an emphasis, Gop the Hory Guost, lays on
this account, of Crrist. The purging our sins, is made to appear,
a greater work in the Heir of all things; than even the creation of
the worlds by him. For the one was simply the act of his Al-
mighty power: But the otler, is not only the act of his Almighty.
power, and his Almighty love; but the giving of himself in the
purging our sins by himself. Not merely, an exertion of power:
not the gift of his property, his works, or actions, or will, or de-
sign: not giving his creation, and all the creatures he had' given
life unto, in calling them into being; not these; but Aimself, his
Person, his whole human nature; as he himself calleth it, my flesh
which I will give for the life of the world! John vi. 51. The preci-
ousness of the work; the love of Him that performed it; and the
extensiveness of the efficacy of it; none but Gop himself, can
form any idea thereof. It is said, that his very name issuch, that
no man knew but he himself. Rev. xix. 12.  And if so, what must
be his wonk : and soch a work, as that of purging our sins by him-
self> Reader! I know not how to leave the sweet meditation,
Jesus by himself, purged our sins! It was himself, his own proper
Person; himself, both Altar, Priest, and Sacrifice.. He made him-
self an offering for sins; yea, to sum up all, as this sweet scripture
hath it, for none can be more full, or more expressive: by himself

urged our sins! Oh! the love of Gop which passeth knowledge !
The Farurr gave his Sow, his elect in whom his soul delighteth. The
Son gave himself, and by himself purged our sins. And Gop the
Hovy Guost confirms the whole by regeneration, to his redeemed ;
for in the whole manifestations of grace, ke was justified in the
Seirir. 1 Tim. iii. 16. ) '

But we must not stop here. When he had by himself purged
our sins, sat down on the right hand of the Majesty on high. There
is a vast deal of importance in those scriptures, connected together:
and it is plain, that they are joined here by the Hory Gmost,
purposely for the comfort and joy of the Church, on this account.
Itis, as if the Loep had said, by way of confirmation, that Jesus
by himself hath purged and done away all your sins; and he is re-
turned to heaven, and is sat do}wn on the right hand of the Majesty
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on high, having finished the work the Farmer gave him to do.
Pqul in one scripture, and Pefer in another, make this réturn of
CurisT to heaven, as the most complete answer, to all the accusations
of hell, and the sinner’s conscience; yea, to all the demands of
Gon’s law, and justice on account of sin. Who (saith Paul) shall luy
any thing to the charge of Gov’s-elect # It is Gop that justifieth.  Who
%8 he that condemneth ? It is Curist that died; yea, rather that is
risen again, who is even at the right hand of Goo. Rom. viii. 33, 39.
As much as to say; what fears can now arise, to distress the
Lorp’s redeemed ones? Gop the Faraer hath received him, at the
heavenly Court, and said unto him; sit thou at my right hand,
until I make thine enemies thy footstool, Psm, cx. 1. And Peter
following up the same blessed truth, with a rapture of holy joy and
trivmph, tells the Church, that Carist is gone into heaven, and is on
the right hand of Gov: angels, and authorities, being made subject
unto him. 1 Pet.iii. 22. Reader! do not lose sight of these blessed
things, for they are most blessed. Your Jusus would never have
returned to his FaTeER, had his work been unfinished. He hereby
proved, that he had by himself purged our sins, Hence this act,
most fully certified, that not only sin, with all its tremendous con-
sequences, was for ever done away: but that justification to life;
was also secured, by his entrance into heaven. Hence that sweet
scripture ; ke was delivered for our offences, and raised again for our
Justification. Rom. iv. 25, Neither is this alli For Curist’s sitting
down, at the right hand of the Majesty on high, is spoken of, in
another scripture, as contrasted to the actions of those Priests who
“daily stand to minister in sacrifices. For every priest, standeth
daily ministering and offering oftentimes the sume sacrifices, which
can never take away sin. But this man after lLe had offered oné
sacrifice for sins, for ever sat down on the right hand of Gop: from
henceforth expecting, till his enemies be made his footstool: (accords
ing to Gov’s word and oath. Psm. ¢x.) for by one offering, he hath
perfected, for ever, them that are sanctified. Heb. x. 11—~14. No-
thing can be more beautiful and decisive, on this ground -than those
different actions of standing and sitting. The priests of old stood,
while in their ministry, in proof that they had no power to finish
it: and their daily labors, as daily carried conviction with them,
that they were only, the shadow of good things to comeé. Heb. x. I,
But Jesus when he had by himself purged our sins, returned to -
glory, and sat down, in proof, that he had entered into his rest
once for all, having obtained eternal redemption for us. Heb. ix.
11, 12. Once more. The Hory Guosr is express also to teach the
Church, that in this entrance of CarisT into heaven, it is as our
fore-runner; Heb, vi. 20. And where his redeemed must follow.
Nay, we are said already by faith to sit rogether with Curist in
hewvenly places. Ephes. ii. 6. So that the justified believer in Christ,
is now by faith, already in heaven, with his glorious Head: and
shortly will be there in person. For so the promtise runs. Where
Lam; there shall ye be also. John xiv. 1—3. To ‘him that overs
cométh, will I grant to sit with me in my throne; even as I also
overcame, and am sat down with my FaTHER tn his throne. Rev. iii. 20.
Reader! think what precious things, are contained in the bosom
of this short, but comprehensive scripture, concerning our glorious
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Lbﬁb 7:"zvlz7en e had by hkimself purged our sins, sat down on the
right hand of the Majesty an high. -

-~ 4 Being made so much better than the angels,
as he hath by inheritance obtained a more excel-
lent name than they. _ '

5 For unto which of the angels said he at any
time, Thou art my Son, this day have 1 begotten
thee ? And again, I will be to him a Father, and
he shall be to me a Son ? o S

6 And again, when he bringeth in the first-
begotten into the world, he saith, Andlet all the
angels of God worship him. _

7 And of the angels he saith, Who maketh his
angels spirits, and his ministers a flame of fire.

We shall have occasion in the next Chapter, somewhat mors
particularly to treat of the nature of Angels, when we come to speak
of the Son of Gob, passing by the nature of Angels, to take upon
him the seed of Abrakam. 1 therefore for the present pass it by,
with only just observing, that the superiority of the Son of Gop
in our Nature, Gop and Man, to that of Angels is evident, from
every part of scripture, and with the most decided testimony. A
few of the prominent points, in this Chapter, explained by other
portions in the word of Gop, will set this matter in a clear light.

First. 1t is here said, that ke hath by inkeritance obtained @ more
excellent name than they : that is, than Angels. Now by inheritance,
it should be observed, that as Sox of Gop, one with the Farugg
over all Gop blessed for ever; his inheritance is his, by right, and
not acquired, or given. But as keir of ail things to which he is
appointed as'Gop-Man-Mediator, here in this sense, he hath cbtained
this dignitfy, and which is infinitely above all Angels. His Gop.
HEAD confers to his hyman nature ‘a dignity, infinitely superior to
Angels. For such things can never be spoken of them; neither can
any of them be called heir of all things. -

Secondly. We not only hear Gob’s command issuing from the
‘throne, when he bringeth in the first begotten into the world, or
Angels to worship him; but we" have on scripture record, an account
of their adoration of Curist, as Gop-Man-Mediator. Isaiak the
Prophet hath given the relation of a vision, which he saw of the
kind. And that there might be no misapprehension concerning whose
glory it was: Jokn the Apostle declared the glory the prophet
saw, was the glory of Carisr. Compare Isaiah vi. 1. with John
xii, 4.  And we have another account to the same purport, Rev,
v. 11--13. ‘

Thirdly. Carist is expressly declared to be, not only the Creator
of ‘all things, visible, and invisible; whethér thrones, or dominions,
or principalities, or powers; but he is said to be the head of them,
aind they are all subject unto him. Compare Coloss, i, 16, with 1
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Pet. iii. 22. So that they are his ministering servants; and, as the
several principles of fire and lightening, and winds; and tempests,
are directed by Him, in their agency: so it is said, that Ze maketh
kis angels spirits,-and his ministers a flame of fire.

And all these things are said in a way, so immediately directed
for the exaltation of Carist, in opposition to Angels; that it is de=
manded by way of question, When, or where, are Angels so distin-
guished? To which of the Angels, (said the Lorp,) at any time ;
Thow art my Son: this day have I begotten thee? To which the
answer must be, Yea, and is implied in the very question ; to none of
them! Of whom among them did ever Gop say, I will be to him a
Faruer, and he shall be to me a Sonx? Tonot a single creature of
them. So that while Gop is the head of dominion to Angels; in
Curist alone, is he united by nature. And therefore Curist is by
so much better than the Angels, in that he hath, as Gop an inhes
ritance of his own, underived; and as Gop-Man, an obtained inhe-
ritance, as being appointed heir of all things, See Chap. ii. through-
out.

8 But unto the Son 7%¢ saith, Thy throne, O
God, is for ever and ever: a sceptre of righteous-
ness 75 the sceptre of thy kingdom.

O Thou hast loved 1'1ghteousness, and hated ini«
quity ; therefore God, even thy God, hath anoint-
ed thee with the oil of gladness above thy fellows.

What a glorious testimony is here given, to the Person of Curisr,
as Cmusr, that is, as Gop-Man-Mediator. True indeed, as Gob,
one with the Farner, and the Hory GHosT, his throne of Gopuean
is for ever and ever. And under this view, such things as ascribe
eternity, glory, and all other divine attributes, are all his. But
very evidently, from the quotation of this passage from the Pro-
phet, when celebrating the glories of the Messiah, Psmn. xlv. 6, 7.
As well as what follows, in what is said of his fellows; the words
both in the Prophet, and in this quotation by the Apostle, are
spoken of Curist, as Gob-Man-Mediator. And most blessed they
are indeed. Cnristis all this, and every thing, that is great, and

glorious, as the Head, and Husband of his Clmrch, and people. But
¥ need not, in this place, dwell upon the subject. All the Bible is
full of Curist, and his royalty. T will rather beg, to direct the
attention of the Reader to what is here said of Curist’s fellows:
for some very sweet, and precious views, according to my appre=
hension, arise herefrom.

The name of fellows, according to the original, carries with it
somewhat very near, and intimate. Partners, Consorts, companions ;
meaning a right in all that Carist hath, in bis headship; which is
communicable both here in'grace, and hereafter in glory. He, the
Sun to fill them with light. He the fountain from which the streams
which flow, make glad the city of Goo. Hence, as One, and the
same anointing, which was poured by the HoLy Guost on Curisr,
descended to all the members of his body; they are called by the
same names, as their glorious Lorp. He is king in Siom Aud
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they are made kings and priests by him unto Gop and the FaTHER,
Rev. i. 6. He is said to have the SeiriT given unto him, without
measure. John iii. 35.  And to every one of them is given grace, ac-
cording to the measure of the gift of CurisT. Ephes, iv. 7. And
hence, the words in this verse, which are rendered above thy fellows

37 be read also for thy fellows: and both are equally beautiful,

correct.

But under this view of the sobject, what I would more lmmed;ate}y
call upon the Reader to remark with me, on this fellowship, this part=
‘nership, of Curist, and his Church Curist and his members, his
body is this; that the anointing, om glorious Head ; ¢his man of
unctzon, as he is called, or this holy tlmw Luke i. 35. Was, and
is, with an express eye to his body the Church Curist, as Gob is
called Jemovaw’s fellow. Zech. xii. 6:  And Curist, as'man, in this
place,; as well as elsewhere, hath his fellows, in his members. Psm,
xlv. 7. Zech. iii. 8. It forms one of the sweetest of all subjects, -
the .contemplation of Curist, and his Church, in this oneness, and
fellowship. The whole Church in every individuval member, of his.

mystical body, were from all eternity chosen in Cumuist, and set up
with Curist: "And the whole body, in the purpose of JEHOVAH,
were chosen in him, and for him, as fellows, and partners, aqd comm=
panions; to receive from him, and to enjoy with him, all that is com-
municable, in name, and honor, and happmess, and aﬁ'ection durmg
the time-state of grace upon earth: and glory in heaven.

Reader! beg for grace from the Lorp the Spirit, to meditate ypon
the blissful suf)}ect, for indeed, and in truth, it is most blissful. Very
certain it is, -that Gop our FATHFR s choosing the Church in CHRYS']
and adopting the Church as Sons by Curist, was for this erresL
purpose, for the glorifying of his dear Son, in his fellows, and mem-
bers. - It is Gop’s choosing us in CHRrisT; giving us this vélationship’
in Curast; making us one with Curisr; fellows with Carist; as
Curisr is fe]low to Gop; which forms the foundation of all the bless-\
edness which follows. "There cannot be the shadow of a doubt, ‘but,
in the very will, and purpose of Jemovam, that his dear Son should’
take upon him human nature ; the first, the great, the ultlmate end,
and design of all; connected with the vast scheme, was to manifest
the glory of the Son of Gop. Every thing therefore in all the sub-
sequent events, was so ordered and arranged, as should minister best
to this one purpose. The glory of Crris™s Per%on shall be advanced
in every thmg Will fellows, paxtners, companions, to whom CHrisr s
by communicating of himself, contribute to this end? Jesus shall
have a Church. Will the fall of this Church afford occasion to the
glories of redemption? The whole events included in this high
dispensation shall also follow, that*Jesus shall get glory in our re- -
demption.  In short, whatever hath a tendency to magmf‘y the per-
sonal glory of the.Son of Gob, shall take place, for Gop’s design all .
along, and from beginning to end is to glorify the Lorp Jesus. ~ And
most blessed as it is, to know, that from everlastmg, Gobp our FATHm
hath loved the Church, with an everlasting loye; and in proof hath
chosen, predestinated, adopted, and accepted the Church n the
Beloved, as children by Jesus Carist to himself: yet all, and-every
part, of this vast dispensation, in this manifold wisdom of Gop, is,
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with an eye, to the Person of Jesus. You have not chosen me (saith
Curist) but I have chosen you. John xv. 16. Gov’s choicg of the
Church, is for Crrist, and his glory. And even the recovery of
our nature from the Adam-fall of sin: though it hath our salvation in
view, by the wonderful means adopted; yet this, is but the secon-
dary con51derat10n in Gov’s design; the first, and grand object, is,
to exalt the Personal glory of his dear Sox. So sweetly speaks the
Lorp, by the Prophet: Behold! my servant shall deal prudently; he
shall be exalted, and extolled, and be very high. As many were asto-
nished at thee, his visage was so marred more " than any man; and his
Jorm more than the sons of men. So shall he sprinkle many nations;
the kings shall shut their mouths at him; for that which had not been
told them, shall they see; and that whick they had not heard, shall
they consider. Isaiah lii, 13—15.

10 And, Thou, Lord, in the beginning hast
laid the foundation of the earth; and the heavens
are the works of thine hands.

11 They shall perish ; but thou remainest; and
they ail shall wax old, as doth a garment;

12 And as a vesture shalt thou fold them up,
and they shall be changed: but thou art the same,
and thy years shall not fail.

13 But to which of the angels said he, at any
time, Sit on my right hand, until I make thine
enemies thy footstool ?

14 Are they not all ministering spirits, sent forth
fo minister for them who shall be heirs of salva-
tion?

I will not, (for I must not,) tresspass any further in this Chapter.
But oh! what a subject is here again opened to our meditation, on
the eternal nature of Crrist’s Person; and of the everlasting dura-
tion of his kingdom! How endeared to Curist’s Church, is the con-
sideration of the unchangeable, unfading, and eternal nature of
Curist’s love to his people. Amidst all changes, there is none can
be here. Jesus lives, and loves, and reigns for ever. He is the
Rock of Ages. Lorp! (said one of old, under the fixed conviction
by grace of these things,) theu hast been our dwelling place in all
generations ! Psm, xc. 1 And here the redeemed soul finds a safe,

" and sure hiding place, from every storm, and evil. What though
friends die, Jisus liveth. What, though the earth be removed, or
we are removed from it; this sweet view of Jesus, and an assured one-
ness in Jusus, bxmgs up all. The heavens may perish, and all
things below change like a vesture. Here is the believer’s confi-"
dence : But thou art the same! The same in thy Person. The same
in thy love. - And the same, in all the Covenant-securities for ever.
Hallelu-Jan! The Lomp Gop Ommpotent reigneth! Amen.
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- REFLECTIONS.

Praises to the Lorp Jemovam, Faruer, Son, and Hory GuosT,
for the eternal purpose, whichhe purposed in Carist JEsus our Lorp !
And praises to his holy name, that he hath been pleased to make
known the fellowship of the mystery, hid in Gop from the beginning
of the world, which in times past was opened in divers manners to
the fathers by the prophets; but now, in these last days, fully, and
completely made known to the Church, in the Person of his dear
Son! Lowp Jesus! we hail thy glorious appearing, in all the reve-
lations thou hast made! We adore thee for thy natural, and essen-
tial glories, as One with the Faruer. We adore thee in all thy
mediatorial characters, as Gon-Man, heir of all things! And we
would desire grace to praise thee, love thee, delight in thee, for all
thy finished redemption-work, and grace, manifested to thy Church,
and People ; that when by thyself thou hadst purged our sins, thou
didst take thy seat at the right hand of the Majesty on high. Oh!
" the rapture and the joy, that Jesus, by inheritance hath obtained, a
more excellent name than angels; and that his people, his fellows,
by their union with him, and their right in him, are begotten to the
-same heritage, and will enter into the joy of their Lorp. Oh! that

Gop the SeiriT, who in grace and love, hath brought the Church ac-
quainted with these precious things, may daily, by his quickening,
and renewing influences, anoint all the fellows of Curist, with the
same oil of gladness, as their glorious Head. And while our Gop
and Farmer saith unto his dear Son, Thy throne, O Gob, is for ever
- and ever; all his adopted children may know their oneness and inte-
rest in CrrisT, and in that kingdom, which cannot fail !

¥

CHAP. IL

CONTENTS.

The Apostle 1s prosecuting the same blissful Subject in this Chapter
‘as in the former, in speaking of the Glories of Curist. His Love to
the Qhurch, in taking our Nature: and the Blessedness it brings to all
fhis People.

THEREFORE we ought to give the more
~earnest heed to the things which we have
heard, lest at any time we should let them slip.

2 For if the word spoken by angels was sted-
fast, and every transgression and  disobedience re-
ceived a just recompence of reward ;

3 How shall we escape, if we neglect so great
salvation; which at the first began to be spoken
by the Lord, and was confirmed unto us by them
that heard him ; ' ‘
. Ee?
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4 God also bearing them witness, both with
signs and wonders, and with divers miracles, and
gifts of the Holy Ghost, according to his own
will ?

Fhe opening of this Chapter, is an inference frem the close of
the former. 'The Apostle having said such blessed things, in shew-
ing the vast superiority of the Gospel dispensation, to all revelations
which went before; reminds the Church, how important it must be,
to have these things always in remembrance. And, as our memo-
ries are so treacherous, to be the more earnest to seek for grace,
that we might not forget them. Reader! here is ene of the sweet
offices of Gon the Houy Grost, particularly endeared to us. You,
and I, are forgetful of divine things. JEsus saith, that the Howy
GuosT shall bring all things to our vemembrance, whatsoever he him=
self hath said unto us. John xiv. 26. And shall not you and I lock
up to that gracious, and loving Teacher, and say, Lorp! be thou
the Remembrancer of Carist JEsus; that none of his precious
words, and the glorious things belonging to his Almighty Person;
and offices, may at any time slip from our minds ? ;

Paul adds a striking argument for this attention, If the law given
by the ministry of angels, formed a subject of such high concern;
that the least breach of it, produced punishment; what must the
neglect of such great salvation bring forth, which the Sox of Gop
himself hath ‘brought? The manner in which the question is here
put, proves ‘that. it is impossible to escape. And indeed, when we
consider, not only the greatness of the salvation itself; but the Al-
mightiness of Him by whom it is wrought; every one who hears. of
it, must stand- convicted, in his own conscience; that the neglect
of it, cannot fail to produce the ‘inevitable consequences, of ever-
lasting condemnation. It is impossible to escape. Reader! pause
one moment over the solemn consideration. The love, wisdom, and
power, of all the Persons of the GopuEeap, have. heen manifested,
in the contrivance of this salvation. The mysterious nature of that
Almighty Being, who hath brought it; the greatness of his labor,
sufferings, agonies, blood-shedding, and deatﬁ, by means of which
alone it could be accomplished : the infinite preciousness of the thing
itself, and the everlasting consequences involved in it; all carry the
fullest conviction with them, how impossible it must.be, in any to
escape, who slight, or despise such great salvation!

5 For unto the angels hath he not put in subjec-
tion the world to come, whereof we speak.

0 But one in a certain place testified, saying,
What is man, that thou art mindful of him? or
the son of man, that thou visitest him ? ‘

7 Thou madest him a little lower than the an-
gels ; thou crownest him with glory and honour,
and didst set him over the works of thy hands:
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8 Thou hast put all things in subjection under
his feet. For in that he put all in subjection under.
him, he left nothing that is not put under him.
But now we see not yet all things put under him.

O But we see Jesus, who was made a little lower
than the angels for the suffering of death, crowned
with glory and honour; that he by the grace of
God should taste death for every man. |

10 For it became him, for whom are all things,
and by whom are all things, in bringing many
sons unto glory, to make the captain of their sal-
vation perfect through sufferings. \

11 For both he that sanctifieth and they who
are sanctified are all of one: for which cause he is
not ashamed to call them brethren.

12 Saying, 1 will declare thy name unto my
brethren, in the midst of the church will I sing
praise unto thee. R S

13 And again, I will put my trust in him. And
again, Behold I and the children which God hath
given me. ’

I will not detain the Reader with all the observations: that might be
made on these verses; for this would lead too far, ina work of this
kind.. A few of the more prominent points, are all I shall here offer: -
Aund firse. 'What the Apostle saith, of One in a certain place testie
Afying of man; doth not refer to the first man Adam, or to mankind
in generdl; but specially, and personally, to some identical one, and
which is evidently Cumst. It is a. quotation from the viiith Psalm.
Jesus himself hath very plainly made application of it to himself:
Matt. xxi. 16.  And the words are expressive of the astonishment the
child of Gop finds,, when truly regenerated by the Hory Guosr, of
the infinite condescension of JeHovan, by a means so wonderful
as the incarnation of the Sox of Gop, accomplishing redemption. -

Secondly. The making him a litile lower than the angels, for the
suffering of death ;. aund yet, at the same time, putting all things, both
‘men, and angels, and devils; yea, the whole creation, both visible,
and invisible, under his feet; so that there is nothing left, but what
is under the subjection of Curist: these are points, which arrest
the mind, and call forth both the astonishment, love,-and praise,
of all the Church'of Gon! ’ ' )

Thirdly. Cumst is said to have: tasted death for every man. The
phrase is- an expression to intimate knowledge of death. It is 4
figure borrowed from the common circumstances of mankind, such as
when, in order to-ascertain what-a thing is, and to have a personal
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knowledge of it, we taste it. Such was the case here, in allusion to
Curist’s death., By the grace of Gov he tasted it; thatis, he en-
dured it. When it is added, for every man, it is not to be supposed,
that his death was intended a ransom for every individual of the
human race ; but for every one of his brethren, the heirs of salvation,
as they are called: Chap. i. 14. And the following verses, of zhe
many sons he is to bring to glory ; the persons whom ke is not ashamed
to call brethren ; and the children whom Gop hath given him: these
terms very plainly define, and mark the characters of those, for
whom Cugist tasted death.

Fourthly. The necessity of Curist’s death, in being made perfect
through sufferings, is also very blessedly expressed. It became him
for whom are all things, and by whom are gll things, so to be pera
fected. And this sweet Scripture, is in exact correspondence to the
whole testimony of the written word. For He that is heir of all
things, is heir also of death. He is the first born from the dead ;
that in all things he might have the pre-eminence. Colossians i, 18.
Rev. 1. 5. ’ :

Fifthly. The oneness of nature, between Curist and his people,
is also most blessedly marked, in these verses. Both he that sanctified,
and they who are sanctified are all of one. Yes! Carist is himself
the whole, and sole sanctification of his people. They bhave no
holiness, but what is derived from him. They were first chosen to
be holy, and without blame in Curist, before the foundation of the
world.” Ephes. i. 4. They are redeemed from all iniquity by Him,
during the time-state of the Church. Ephes.i.7. They are rege-
nerated by the Hory Gmost, and made new creatures in Cumisr
Jesus, when born again. 2 Cor. v. 17.  And CarisT is made of Gon
to them, during the whole of their time-state upon earth, until grace
is finished in glory, and for ever; wisdom, righteousness, sanctifica~
tion, and redemption. 1 Cor.i. 30. Hence those sweet scriptures
which follow, in those verses, and are confirmed throughout the
whole word of Gop., Psm. xxii. 22. Psm. xviii. 2. Isaiah viii. 18,
2 Thess. ii. 13, 14, '

14 Forasmuch then as the children are partakers
of flesh and blood, he also himself likewise took
part of the same; that through death he might
destroy him that had the power of death, that
18, the devil.

15 And deliver them who through fear of death
were all their life-time subject to bondage.

I beg the Reader’s attention to this scripture, with that earnestness
its great importance demands; for it is most blessed. First: let it
be well noticed, the teason here assigned, for the Son of Gob taking
upon him thenature of man; namely, because the children whom the
Farser had given him, were partakers of flesh and blood. To be
sure, JEsus would take part of the same ; for how else could he be mar-

ried to his Church ? Had he taken any other nature but the nature of
man, what union could there have been between them? And I beg -
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the Reader to notice also, how decided a proof those expressions, of
Curist’s children being partakers of flesh and blood, on whese ac-
count he took the same, is hereby given, both of Curist’s pre-exist-~
ence as Head, and Husband of his Church, set.up from everlastings:
and his own eternal power and GopHEAD, in that it is said, he himself
likewise took part of the same.- This action of Curist, and this cause,
in the Sox of Gop taking flesh and blood, are unanswerable evi-
dences, in proof of his Gopusap. And the Reader may do well, in
the present sinful, Crrist-despising generation, to remark them as
he goes. See Luke i. 88. and Commentary.

Seqond(ys Let it be observed also, another motive here spoken
of,. for which the SoN'of Gob took part of the same flesh and blood
as his children; namely, that through death he might destroy him
which had the power of death, that is, the devil; and deliver them,
who through fear of death, are all their life-time subject to bondage.
What a glorious account is here? But how came the devil to have
the power of death? . And by what means were the children of Goo,
his captives, to be in such bondage? The scriptures give most satis=
factory answers to these questions: and which serve, at the same time,
to prove the liberty, whereby the Lorp Jesus hath made his chil--
dren free; and to enhance the preciousness of the Lorp JEsus him-
self for his grace. _

The Devil, by seducing our nature, in the Adam-fall transgres-
sion, not only brought in death; but universal captivity. Sin entered
anto the world, and death by sin: and so death passed upon all men,
JSor that all have sinned. Rom. v. 12.  And hence, the devil may be
truly said, in this sense to have the power of death: yea, and law-
fully too. For, so the scripture confirmsit. For of whom a man
is overcome : of the same is he brought into bondage. 2 Pet. ii. 19.
And hence, though CHrist by his death, hath overcome death; and’
destroyed him that had the power of death; yet we find many of
Gop’s dear children- are still subject to bondage, in the fear of
death; yea, many of them also, who are convinced of their redemp-
tion by Curist, and their interest in Cmrist. This fruit of ddam’s

. sin, they taste in bondage fears; though they triumph in Curist, by

his great deliverance from the curse of it. - Reader! pause over the
subject. What hath thy Gop, thy Savior, hy Jesus wrought! Oh!"
see to it, if thou knowest the blessedness of this sweet scripture, and .
believeth the record that Gop hath given of his dear Sowx; that no
unsuitable, unbecoming fears of death arise in the mind, when
Cumist hath taken flesh and blood, on purpose to destroy both him
that had the power of death, and death itself; and which he hath
most effectually done; and to deliver his redeemed, from being all
their life time, through fear of a shadow, subject to bondage. Psm.
xxiii. 4.

One word more on this precious scripture.  There can be no-doubt,
but that as by sin we were all lawful captives to Sutan ; it must be
a lawful act alone, that can make us free, from. that captivity. This
the Son of Gop accomplished, by destroying Satan, and delivering
his people. And so Gop the FatHER engaged for, in Covenant pro-
mises. Shallthe prey be taken from the mighty, or the lawful (mark
the word lawful) captive delivered ?  But thus saith the Lorp: Even
‘the captives of the mighty shall be taken away, and the prey of the tere.
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#ible delivered ; for Iwill contend with him, that contendeth with
thee ;- and I will save thy children. Isaiah xlix. 24, 25. Oh! what a
scripture is here! How full in point! How unanswerable in Co-
venant promises! Oh! the love of Gop our FatnEr to our glorious
Head, and to the Church in him!

Reader! again I say, do not turn away from the precious view,
(for it is'most precious,) which ariseth out of this blessed seripture,
of the Son of Gop taking flesh and blood for such gracious purposes,
because his ehildren were partakers of the same. JEsus hath, in our
nature, conquered him which first conquered us. And Jrsus hath
conquered both death and him, that had the power of death; by his
own death; and by his rising te life again, hath opened to us ever«
tasting life. Yea Jesus hath done more. He hath conquered the
devil 2n us, by regeneration; .and hath taken the strong man armed
which kept usin bondage, and speiled his armor. And Jesus hath
overcome the devil by ws, in every actof grace, by which, through
the Hory Spirir, we are-enabled to mortify the deeds of the body;
and when our Spivit lusteth against the flesh. Rom. viii. 18. Gal.
v. 17. And that sweet promise, carries us on, with sure victory : the
Gob of peace will bruise Satan under our feet shortly. Rom. xvi. 20.
Precious Gop and Savior! adered be thy name for taking our na-
turc upon thee! In due time thou wilt cume to cast the devil, and
all ‘his hellish crew into the bottomiess pit. And then thy Church
shall ‘see his fall, and rejoice over him for ever. Rev. 20 throughout.

16 For verily he took not on Lim the nature of
angels; but he took on him the seed of Abraham.

17 Wherefore in all things it behoved him to be
made like unte his brethren, that he might be a
merciful and faithful high priest in things persain-
wg to God, to make reconciliation for the sins of
the people.

18 For in that he himself hath suffered being
tempted, he is able to succour them that are
tempted. :

There is somewhat so very gracious in what is here said, of the
Sox of Gop, passing by the nature of Angels, and taking on him the
seed of Abraham; that I would beg my Reader’s induigence to be
somewhat more particular, in marking the distinguishing wmercy.
And in order that we may have the clearest apprehension of the
subject, according to what is stated of it in scriptore, it will not 'be
amiss; first to ‘make enquiry into the circumstances of that class of
Beings, whose natare the Sox of Gov passed by, when he took upon
him the nature.of man: before that we consider that class of Beings
to-whom JEsus manifested such distinguishing love in taking their
nature. We have a large account of Angels, if taken altogether, in
the word of Gop, to shew their high rank and dignity in the scale
of being. They are evidently of the same family as man, cousidered
as in Curist their'head. Ephes, iii. 15. The elect Angels, so called,
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k Tim. v. 2}, ate spoken of, as deriving, both their being, and well
being from, and in, Curist. Coloss. i. 18. And as their Creator,
they are commanded to worship him. Heb. i. 6. They ministered
to his Person, upon earth, at his incarnation. Luke ii. 13. at his temp-
tation, Matt. iv. 11. his agony in the garden, Luke xxii. 43. at the
tomb, on his resurrection, Matt. xxviii. 2, 7. his ascension, Acts i,
10, 11. and when the Loz shall coeme again to judge the world, they
wilk attend him. DMatt. xvi. 27. and the Church-of his redeemed shall
see the heavens open, and they shall behold them ascending, and de-
scending, upon the Sow of Man, John i. 5). Gen. xxviii. 12.  But
while these very blessed things-are spoken of Angels, in proof of
their high dignity and character, we are taughtin this precious scrip-
tures that the Son of Gob, verily took not on him the nature of
dngels; but he took on him the sced of Abraham. Let us hymbly
look into some of the causes, as far as holy scripture hath explained
the subject, by way of marking the distinguishing merey.

And first, to begin our enquiry of the scripture account of Angels.
It appears, from several parts of the word of Gov, that there are
fAmgels, which stand in-a saomewhat nearer relation to Crrist, than that
of being created by Him; for they are called, Elect Angels, 1 Tim.
v..2L. by which it may reasonably be supposed, that some influence,
or power, is manifested by Crumist towards them, which differs wholly
from what simply belongs to Creating, and Preserving them in Being
with: the whole Creation of Gop. For in this sense, Hell itself is pre=
seryed, and the fallen Angels, wiich are reserved in everlasting
chains under darkness, to the judgment of the great day. Jude 6. But
then, 'this influence, or power, of special grace and favor differs to-
tally from that, which is shewn the elect of Curist among men.
With those, there isan union with Crrist and they forn¥ Crrist’s
mystical body. He is the head of his body the Church. And they
are members of his body, of his flesh, and of his bones. Coloss. i. 18.
Ephes. v. 30. Such things are never said of Angels. Morgover,
€Caurist is the Redeemer of his elect men, which by nature in the
ddam-fall, are all involved in ruin. But Curist is never said to be
the Redeemer of Angels, in any part of the word of Gop. Indeed
the Elect Angels needed not redemption, Curist hath kept them
from falling. = And for the fallen Angels, cast out of heaven, no
Redeemer was ever to be provided, according to the Covenant of eter-
nity. Hence we discover, the striking difference, respecting Angels
and Men. ,

Secondly. It appears, however, from scripture, that as the Elect
Angels, not only owe their Being, and their well Being to Chuist;
10 are they in some special way, or manner, in the same family with
Elect Men; and: with them are Worshippers of Crrist. When JE&-
govaH bringeth: in the first begotten into the world, he saith; And
et all the Angels of Gop worship him: Heb.i, 6. And agreeably
o this command, when Jokn saw heaven open, and the Church prais-
ag. Curist;: he saith, that he heard also the voice of many dngels
round about the throne, joining in the song. Rev.v.1l,12. From
ience we must infer, that the kingdom of Curist, is composed of An~
jels.and Men ; and that they are Worshippers together of Carist as
sop-Man Mediator. I might enlarge much on this point. But

I
You. IIL Ff e
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dare not: The himus of a Poor Mun’s Commentary will not -admit.
But when we consider, what the word of Gop reiates on this sub-
ject; that the Angels are ministering spirits sent forth to minister to
them that are heirs-of salvation; Heb. 1. 14, that they evidently attend
the asseniblies of Gop’s people; for women professing godliness are
commanded to cover their headsin worship, because of :the Angels;
1 Cor. xi. 10. and that they rejoice over the conversion. of the
Lorp’s people, when brought out of the Adam-darkness; these
things seem somewhat to imply, - that Elect Angels are of the same
family, in point of service and worship, as Elect Men; only they are
not united to Curist, and have not that relationship with JEsus,
which we have, by his taking our nature upon him.

Thirdly. It should seem moreover probable, by what Jokn saw in
his vision, that though in point of intellect, Elect Angels being
wholly ‘spiritual, are higher than men; on which account perhaps

- it is said, that when at the resurrection the Church shall arise, a spi-

ritual body, of that which was sown natural; we shall be like the
Angels; Matt, xxii. 30. Yet, their knowledge of CurisT, and his
redemption-work, is not derived from the heavenly Court, but from
the earthly Courts of our worship. It is said by the HoLv Guosr,
in the Epistle to the Church at Ephesus, that it is to the intent that
now unto the principalities and powers (meaning Angels) might be
known by the Church, the manifold wisdom of Gov. Ephes. iii. 19,
From hence it should seem, that as the Elect Angels, which are
ministering servants, and attend the assembiies of Gob’s people;
where Curist is proclaimed in his fulness and glory; they hear and
learn: and hence they rejoicein beholding the conversion of sinners,
which brings such glory to the Lorbo.

But I pause. I shall pursue this part of the subject. no further.
It is no doubt, a pleasing consideration to regard, what the scripture
hath said, concerning the Elect Angels. And it is pleasing also, to
consider them, as in this way connected into one family of wership,
in the adoration of Carist with ourselves. And I can conceive,
that the consciousness of their presence, in our assemblies of wor=-
ship, though invisible to us, would occasion, if properly considered,
no smali solemnity, and not unfrequently holy joy. Yea, such a
thought, under grace, might be productive of much good, if we
sometimes considered, with what compassion they must behold heirs
of Gop, and jomnt heirs with Carist, when they observe us cold, and

.too often inattentive in the great concerns of salvation! But I add
no more.

It is time to attend to the account of CurisT’s regard to us before
Angels. Though so much may be said of Angels; and is said of
them; yet we are heve told, concerning Jesus, that verily he took not
on him the nature of Angels: but he took on him the seed of Abrakam.
This is.our mercy. This, our highest dignity, and honor.. And the
Hovy Guost blessedly assigns the causes.

And, first. It is the human nature, not the angelic, Carist betrothed
to himself. Before the foundation of the world, the Church was
chosen in him. Jgsus was set up from everlasting, as the Head
and Husband of his people: and then he himself saith, his delights
were with the sons of men. Ephes, i 4, Psm, viii. 26—31. ;
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: Secondly. It was the Elect Church, and.not the Elect Angels,

- which became ruined by the fall. Consequently the nature he had
to redeem, that nature he took. To have taken the nature of Angels
to redeem the natuire of Man, would have been unsuitable and im- -
proper. Hence, as by one man sin entered into the world, and death
by sin: by one man, came also justification to life. Rom. v. throngh-
out. An Angel’s nature could not have corresponded to purposes of
this kind. ‘ b

Thirdly. A deliverance from the condemnation of the broken law
of Gob, required a sacrifice. For without shedding of blood, there
is no remission. Heb. ix. 22. But had CurisT taken an Angel’s na~
ture, he could have made no offering for sin. Redemption could
only be effected, by the offering of the body of Jrsus Cnrist once
for all; whereby ke hath perfected for ever them that are sanctified,
Heb. x. 1—14. .

Fourthly. It was alaw in Israel, that no man, who was a stranger
in the land, should be king over the people.  Thou shalt in any. wise
set him to be king over thee, who is one of thy kindred. Deut. xyii. 15,
To whom then, did the right of government belong, but to Jusus?
Here was indeed One born for it; to whom all his Mother’s chil-
dren might bend before. Gen. xlix. 8. Philip. ii. 9, 10, 11.

And, lastly, to. mention no more. The Hory Grost here saith,
that sn all things, it behoved CHRIST to be made like unto his bre-
thren that he might be a merciful, and faithfal High Priest, in
things pertaining to Gop. So then, this union of nature, this blessed
compound of Gop- and Man in one Person, was that only, which
could answer the vast purposes of JEHOVAH, in the work of redemp-

" tion. It may be said, indeed, that as Gop, he could not acquire
either a greater knowledge of our wants, in. taking upon him our
nature; or a greater disposition to mercy towards us, by this_ union.
‘But it must be said also, at the same time, that if it added not to his
knowledge, or his disposition to mercy; yet it gave him a more per-
fect personal apprehension of them, in a knowledge by fellow feel-
ing, how they acted upon’our nature; ‘and how the relief from them
might best affect us. Besides, by taking the nature of man, he
taught man how to gome to him, under exercises. Ye know the
‘heart of @ stranger, (said the Lows,) for ye were strangers.. So I
can tell Jg;l:sus. He knoweth our frame by his own. Had he taken
the nature of Angels, of what use would it have been, to have said
to Jesus, he knoweth the nature uf Angels, what consolation would
“this have been to flesh and blood? Oh! precious Jesus! never,
never, let me lose sight of this sweet scripture, with all the blessed
encouragements arisimg out of it: my Gop, my JEsus, took not on
‘him the nature of Angels, but he took on him, the seed of Abraham,
that he might be a merciful, and faithful high Priest to Gop ! '

REFLECTIONS. )

~ Ou! for grace to take heed to those things, which I have heard of
Gop’s covenant love and salvation; that, through the sweet oftice of
+.Gop the HoLy Guost, as the Remembrancer of CurisT JEsus, L

Ft2




220 ‘ HEBREWS. [cn. 111,

may hever let them slip. And do thou blessed Lorp, put such an
holy jealousy and fear in my heart, that I may wever depart from
thee, morneglect so great shlvation.

Praises to my gracious Gop and Savior! who in his great comde-
seension ‘for the safferings'of death, was made a little lower than the
Angels; and yet was'then, and is now, and ‘etermally must be, the
Lorp both of Angels and Men. And:oh! what a thought! He who
is the High and Lofty One, which inhabiteth eternity, is also ‘i
the sanie ‘moment, in his hdman nature, one with his people. For
both he that ‘sunctifieth, and they who are sanctified, are ail of one.
And is it so, (oh! thou blessed Lorp,) that thou artnot ashamed
to call thy ipeople brethren? Lowp! grant that I ‘may never feel
that false pride, and be ashamed to call thee so! Surely I will tell
all ‘the ‘world, whose 1 am, and swhom 1 seive; and say to-all 1
meet, JEsus is not ashamed to call me brother. And shall I not say
to thee with delight, and joy, in the language of thy Churchof old:
OL ! that thou wert as 'my brother that sucked the brédsts of mymother :
when 1 should find thee without, I would kiss thee; yea, I should not
be despised.

- Reader! do you know ‘the Lorp ? f so, thihk of your mercies,
‘ze use of thern ; ‘amidst ‘the present sinful and adul-

and rightly ma
térous ‘Curist despisitig ‘generation! Will you be cast down, becsuse
of the temptatien, and have your ‘soul discouraged by reason of ‘the
way? Oh! blessed be the way, ‘however tempted ‘it may 'be, if it
thereby leads the soul, ‘more frequently, more closely, to Jusus.
Darkiess is'a mercy, if it'drives me to Jesus the light. Poverty of
sonl is true fickies, if ‘my ‘pinclibgs endear his enlargements! 1t is
blessed to'kdow, and blessed to feel, all spirvitual ‘wants ; to make the
soul more Selisible, that there is ho fulness but in Jrsus.  Lorp ‘the
Bergrr! - cause'my soul then to live upon Crmst!

CHAP. 1L
CONTENTS.

The Hory Guost is here still preaching Curist. ThegLorp, the
Seirir, calls upon the Church, to pause, and contemplate, the Person of
Jrusus. He draws ‘a Comparison betwéeén Curist and Moses. He
‘shews the awful State of -Unbelief! '

WHEREF ORE, holy brethren, partakers of
V'V the heavenly ceillin%, consider the Apostle
and high Priest of our profession, Christ Jesus;

2 Who was faithful to him that appointed him,
as also Moses was faithful in all his house.

3 For this man was counted worthy of more
glory than Moses, inasmuch as he who hath
i?uilded the house hath more honour than the

ouse. :
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4 For every house is builded by some man ; but
he that built all things s God. .

5 And Moses verily was faithful in all his house,
as'a servant, for a testimony of those things which
were to be spoken after; o

6 But ‘Christ as a son over his own house ;
whose house are we, if we hold fast the confi-
dence and the rejoicing of the hope firm unto the
end.

Who, but must admire, the very beautiful method, in which the
Apostle opens this Chapter!. Having in those two which are pre-
ceding, ‘diawn out, in the most animated manner, to view, the
Person of the Son of Gob; both in - his divine nature, and ‘in his
bhuman; and in the mysterious union of both; the now stands and
calls upon the ‘Church to behold and consider him! And what 2
glorious sight would it be, had we our spiritual senses, and theorgans
of vision so quickened and enlarged, as :to form :suitable apprehen-
sions, of his infinite dignity and greatness? 1 would begthe Reader’s
dttention, to the very great beauty, contained in :these few verses
on this subject, both as it relates to the ‘persons called upon to be-
hold Curist; and Curist himself. ' ]

And first, let ‘him remark of the persons-called upon.. They are
said to ‘be, holy brethren, partakers of the heavenly calling. By
which, -as I'have uniformly all the way avl‘onf observed, in iall the
Apostle’s ‘writings, is meant, the Church, as distinguished ‘from the.
carnal world.  Holy brethren : by virtue of theironeness with-CarisT,
being holy in Crsist. * Originally, and -eternally, chosen by Gop
the Farusr in Curist, to ‘be holy, and without blame before him in
love. And predestinated, to the adoption of children for this pur-

- pose. And willed by the same Logp, 'to this holiness, as the final
end of their creation ‘in Cawmist. Be yeholy, for d am hely. And
hence, by regeneration, made so, in Carist. Anddrethren; not only
of each ‘other, but of Carrst their elder brother; being chosen in
the same eternal purpose of Gobp; and formed in the same Womb of
eternity. ‘Hence, JEsus isnot-ashamed to call them brethren.

And they are all parcakers of the heavenly calling. For they are
alike said to-be @ chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy nation,
a peculiar people. ‘1 Pet. ii. 9. Henoe, from everlasting having been
set apart in the:grace union, with their glorious Head and Husband,
they 'partake, in-all the communicable grace, which “flows from
Jesus,'to his' members here ; and in all that is communicable of glor
from him, in the life to come. Now, it is to such, Paul eills ‘to the
contemplation of their ‘adorable Lorp Jesvs Curisr. And indeed
it-is 'such, and such only, that can take pleasure and ‘find intérest in
the view. Tor to a.carnal ‘mind, there is-no beauty'to desire *him s
while ‘to the faithful, and believing, regenerated by grace, ‘he ‘is the
altogether ‘lovely, and the fuirest among ten thousand !

" Let the Reader next look to Curist, and consider, while obeying
the Apostle’s call to behold Curisr, the very gracious characters
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which Paul here particularly holds forth for the contempiation of his
redeemed to view him under. First, the Apostle; and next with it,
the high Priest of our profession. These he singles out, amongst num-
berless other most lovely, and engaging characters, as being more
immediately suited to the subject, he had them before him.
Reader! do not fail to mark them. If Jesus be dear to you, as your
high Priest: (and how would a throne of grace be accessible or
blessed without him,) surely to behold Curist in this office, as sent
and authorised, as the Almighty Apostle from Gop, must endear him,
and make him so. Here indeed lies the vast stress, of the whole
blessedness of the gospel. Curist is the great high Priest, Altar,
and Sacrifice; in whom alone, and by whom alone, all our ap-
proaches to the throne are made. .But it is JEHovar’s authority,
which gives efficacy to all. Carist is the great Apostle come from
Gop; and faith’s great warrant to come f0 Gop by him. And the
child of Gob, taught of Gop the Seirit, these precious, distinct, and
at the same time, united views; finds all the encouragement to give
him an holy boldness. For the poor sinner, that thus comes to Gop,
in, and by CurisT; comes to Gob, in Gop’s own way. Thisis the
remedy . of Gop’s own providing. And therefore it can never fail.
It is, as if a child of Gob should say ; how can I fear, how canI doubt
of acceptance with Gop, as long as I come to Gop, in this new and
living way of Gob’s Apostle, and high Priest? Cnrist’s blood and
vighteousness my offering; and Gop’sown appointment for my plead~
ing? Oh! thatallthe holy brethren, partakers of the heavenly call-
ing, may daily hear, the command of Gop the Hovy GurosT, by his
servant the Apostle, in thissweet scripture; and feel the blessed influ-
ence of the SpiriT, at the same time in their hearts; and consider
the Apostle and High Priest of our profession CarisT JEsus! .

I beg the Reader next to notice, the beautiful method, which
Gop the Hory.Guost adopts, in order to glorify the Lorp JEsus.
Indeed, ‘it is a grand feature this, in the SpiriT’s teaching. He
began this Epistle, with shewing the vast superiority of the Lorp
Jesus Curist to Angels; declaring that he was not only Him, by
whom Jenovan made the worlds; but that' when Jenovam brought
him in, as the first begotten into the world, he commanded all the
Angels of Gob to worship him. Chap. i. 2—6. And here, while
writing again to the Hebrews, and knowing their attachment to their
great minister Moses, the Apostle introduceth Moses to their view,
by way of manifesting, that Moses, though such a Prophet as never
before arose in Israel, whom the Lorp knew face to face, in all the
signs and wonders, which the Lorp sent him to do; yet, compared
to CurisT, was no more than a servant to a Son. Deut. xxxiv. 10,
11. Andto confirm it, if possible, yet more, under the similitude
of an house, and builder, the Apostle states that Moses, as a crea-
ture, or as an house which could not make or build itself, was but
as both in the Lorp’s hand. Now he. that built all things (end all
things were made by CHrisT, and without Him, was not any thing
made, that was made: John i. 3.) is, and must be, Gop: and
consequently Carist is Gop. Reader! what can be more decisive,
in" confirmation of the true, and proper Gopugap of oyr Lorp JEsus
CHRisT, ' 5 o
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Neither, according to my apprehension of things, was it without
an eye to the firm establishment of this glorious truth, of the Gob-
HEAD of CHrisT, in the mind of the Church at this place; that the
Hovy Gunost, thus guided Paul to write, because the Lorp  was
about to speak so much, as he hath done, of the true, and proper
manhood of Curist also. For the Lorp the Seirit is here opening
to the Church’s view, CHrist’s faithfulness: in his office, of the
priesthood. For this man, (saith the Lowrp,) was faithful to him
that appointed him, and consequently counted worthy of more gloty than
Moses. Certainly, when the Son of Gop stood up at the call of
his Fatuer, as the Head and Husband, and Sponsor, and Surety  of
his Church; he became in her law-room, and stead, the servant of
'Jenovan; and as such, faithfulness became him and his house for
ever! And what can be more blessed to the Church, than the con-
sciousness and assurance of Crrist, as Gop-Man Mediator, being a
faithful High Priest to:Gop and Man; and acting in that high capaa
city, in all he did for his'Church, his house, whose house are we ?

I detain the Reader, over what is here said, (and repeated with
some little variation in verse 14,) to observe, that when 1t is added,
whose Louse are we, if we hold fast the confidence and the rejoicing of
the hope, firm unto: the end : this is not said, as if our being CHrisT’s
house, was made, in the least, conditional, or in any way depended
upon somewhat to be done, or held fast by us. If it were, indeed, it
would reduce the house of Carist itself to- a peradventure; and
make the whole of Gop’s grace to rest upon the will of man, If the
Reader will notice the wowrds, a little more closely, he will discover,
through divine teaching, thatit is our confidence, and our rejoicing
which we are said to hold fast, and not our interest in Curisr, if we
would know for our joy, that we are Curist’s house. My happiness,
and my enjoyment of my interest in Crrist, will indeed be more
or less, as, through grace, I find strength, to hold fast my confi-
dence in Curist. But my safety in Curist, is in the Lorp’s holding
me fast; and not I him. Men, who read their Bibles, untaught of
Gop the Seimir, may fancy that such 4fs and buts as they meet
with here and there, are put for conditions and causes. But certainly
not so. Here are no such things. Curist’s house, is of Gop the
Faruer’s laying in Curist himself, the sure foundation in Zion.
And all his members are living stones, built up by Gop himself in
this house, for an_loly temple to the Lorp, and an habitation of
Gop through the  Spirir, Isaiah xxviil, 16. 1 Pet, ii, 5. Tphesiit.
20—22. ' L

Reader! I beseech you, as. you value your privileges, and high
calling in Curist; learn of Gop the Semrir how to estimate your
safety in Curist. So wretchedly low at present is the tide ‘of
things, in the spiritual life of Gob in the soul, according to modern
profession, of what some men call the Gospel; that in this land, where
once it stood at high water mark, it is now nearly gone out, and left
our shore at the lowest ebb. They do not live upon Crrist, but
upon their own self attainments. And while any thing in self, can
be found to satjsfy their minds, they are at ease; though they have
no communication, from the ocean of CHrist, in those streams,
which alone can truly make glad the city of Gop, Psm. xlvi, 4.
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7 Wherefore (as the Holy Ghost saith, To-day
if ye will hear his voice,

8 Harden not your hearts, as in the provoea-
tion, in the day of temptation in the wilderness.

9 When your fathers tempted me, proved me,
and saw my works forty years.

10 Wherefore I was grieved with that genera-
tion, and said, They do alway err in their heart ;
and they have not known my ways.

11 So 1 sware in my wrath, They shall not
enter into my rest.)

12 Fake heed, brethren, lest there be in any of
you an evil heart of unbelief, in departing from
the living God.

13 But exhort one another daily, while it is
called To-day; lest any of you be hardened.
through the deceitfulness of sin.

14 For we are made partakers of Christ, if we
hold the beginning of our confidence stedfast unto
the end:

15 While it is said, To day if ye will hear his
voice, harden not your hearts as in the provoca-
tion. '

16 For some, when they had heard, did pro-
voke: howbeit not all that came out of Egypt by
Moses. : ‘

17 But with whom was he grieved forty years?
wys it not with them that bad sinned, whose car-
- cases fell in the wilderness? :

18 And to whom sware he that they should not
enter into his. rest, but to. them that helieved not ?

19 So we see that they could not enter in be-
cause of unbelief.

I pause the more frequent over those verses, where Goo the Hovy
Guost is spoken of, in any of his more express personal acls, in
order to direct the Reader’s attention to the subject. Among the
latter-day heresies, the denial of his Person and GobsEap, is spe-
cially marked. And the Reader will do well to consider, how very
often the Lorp hath ascribed to himself personal exercises; such as
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speaking and commanding, and the like, as if to guard the Church
against this deadly sin. Surely the thing itself, being so. plain, as all
the ministry of the HoLy GuosT must imply ; it need not have been
said as here; Wherefore as the HoLy Gnost saith; unless it had been
intended in a mere palpable way, and manner, to keep the minds of
the faithful always alive, in their attention, both to his Person, and
Gopneap. See Chap. ix. 8. and Commentary.. : \ :

Concerning what is here said, by Gop the Hory Gumost, in charg=~
ing the people, to be on the watch, lest an evil heart of unbelief
should creep in among them; (and he holds up before them the
history of those whose carcases fell in the wilderness, by way of
remark, I shall beg to offer a few brief observations.

And, first. Let the Reader take notice; to whom these words are
- spoken, namely, to the brethren. - Not to the carnal and unregene-
rate; but to those of whom is is said, verse 14, for we are made
partakers of Curist; or, as it might bave been rendered, for we
have been made partakers of Curist; for it refers to an act past:
and an act made on Gob’s part; not on ours: having been so made,
before the foundation of the world. Ephes. i.. 4, 5. Let the Reader
make this his first observation on the passage. It is to the Church,
the brethren, to whom the HoLy GuosT speaks.

Secondly. They are admonished to take heed against an hardness
of heart, and an evil heart of unbelief. Now thisis not the original
stony heart, which the Church, as well as the whole Adam-race,
have by nature. For the Lorp promised to take this away: and
in regeneration it is actually taken away. Ezek. xxxvi. 26. with John
iii. 3—8. But it is that hardness of heart, which evén the Lorp’s peo-
ple, in the unrenewed part of their nature, theiv body of sin which
they carry about with them, are too apt to imbibe, from. mingling
with carnal company, and an absence from ordinanees, negleet in
reading the word of Gop: and a shyness, or little frequeney at the

-mercy seat. These things bring on coldness, and distance, between
“Curist and the soul: and like the Church, a sleepy, slothful
frame, is felt. Song v. 2. and Commentary. : '

Thirdly. The Lorp plainly shews in what follows, by calling
upon the Church ¢o exlhort one anothier, that it is the Church, and not
the carnal which is here admonished; and by the remedy proposed
by exhortation, it is as plain, that absence from the Lorp, and his
courts, and inattention to the several means of grace, were referred
to, as the causes of inducing this hardness, and insensibility of heart,
and unbelief. ' ‘ ; ‘ ;

Fourthly. The carcases of those which fell in the wilderness,
plainly shew, that ihey differed wholly from the Lorp’s people, here
admonished. They are so spoken of elsewhere, as those with whom
Gop was not well pleased. 1 Cor.,x.’5. And who were they ?* Not
the Lorp’s people in Curise, who from everlasting are chosen in
him ; predestinated to the adoption of children by JEsus CurisT to
himself; and accepted in the beloved. Ephes. i. 4, 5,.6. Who are
they then. I answer, the children of Israel, after the flesh: or per-
haps also partly that mixed multitude, which went up out of Egypt
with Moses. See Exod. xii. 37, 38. and Nunib. xiv. 26—37.. Those
men, while the miracles of the Lorp’s servant in Egypt, were waim

Vou, 11T, Gg
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in their remembrance, followed Israel, but they knew not the Lorp;
neither followed the Lorp. Hence the expressions. For some, how-
beit not all. See Reader! distinguishing grace! And do not forget,
what Gop - the Spirit hath also said, on the same subject. For they
are not all Israel which are of Israel. Neither because they are the
seed of Abraham are they all children: but in Isauc, shall thy seced
“be called. Rom. ix. 6,7. The nation of Israel, as a nation, like any
other nation where there is a professing Church, as a professing
Church, did all enjoy the outward privileges. They had all the
Manna, and all drank of the Rock; the Cloud to screen by day,
and the pillar of fire by night. But these were only common things
to them like Ordinances. Unbelief then, and unregeneration now,
produce the same effect. The five words of Curist, Ye must be born
again : John iii. 7. becomes the sole qualification to an entrance into
Crrist’s kingdom.

e .

REFLECTIONS.

. Pausg, my. soul, and chearfully obey, the Lorp the Seinit, and
consider, as thou art commanded and hast such abundant reason to
do ; ‘consider, the Apostle and High Priest of thy profession Crrist
Jesus! Yes! thou glorious Gop and Savior! I would desire to
contemplate thy Person, character, offices, and relations ! I'would de-
sive grace, and a spirit of, wisdom and revelation in the knowledge
of thee, to behold thee in all that concerns thy Mediatorial glory,
in thy faithfulness to thy Farner, and to thy people. I would gaze
on thee, until my whole soul was swallowed up in the contemplation ;
and until that I found myself one with my Lorp in that house, over
which, as hisown, Curist is the rightful owner; and which house,
is Curist’s body the Church, and He zhe fulness whichk filleth all
i all,

And do thou, Almighty Gop the HovLy Gnost, give me continual
grace, to keep in remembrance thy precious exhortation to thy
people.  Lorp ! let nothing of sin cleave to my poor fallen nature;
neither suffer me to be at any time hardened with the deceitfulness
of it. Oh! the long suffering of my Gop, to the forty years provo-
caticn of the people in the wilderness! Oh! the numberless years
of the Lorp’s long suffering now! Cause me, O Lorp, to mark that
grace which kept back thy people from murmuring ¢hen, when the
Lorp brought Israel out of Egypt by Moses; that though some, (even
the Israel after the flesh,) when they had heard, did provoke; yet not
all, (even those whom grace restrained.) They fell not after the
same example of unbelief. And cause me, O Lorp, to know now,
that it is grace, and grace alone, by which any are kept by the
power of Gob through faith unto salvation. Do thou, O Lorp the
Hovy Grost! who here so sweetly holds forth our great and glo-
ricus Apostle, and High Priest, Jesus Curist, to thy Church’s view,
.give grace to the apprehension and knowledge of Him; that through
thy blessed influences thy people may ali rejoice in him, to the praise
.of the glory of His grace, who hath made us accepted in the Beloved.

i
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CHAP. IV.

CONTENTS.

The same precious Subject is continued through this whole Chapter.-
The Lorp’s People are here shewn, that CHRIsT is their Rest. Curist
having passed into the Heavens, is made an unanswerable Argumcnt,
to come unto him boldly.

ET us therefore fear, lest, a promlse being left
us of entering into his rest, any of you should
seem to come short of it,

2 For unto us was the gospel preached as well
as unto them: but the word preached did not
-profit them, not being mlxed with faith in them
that heard 7z. :

3 For we which have believed do enter into rest,
as he said, As I have sworn in my wrath, 1f they
shall enter into my rest : although the works were
finished from the foundation of" the world.

4 For he spake in a certain place of the seventh
day on this wise, And God did rest the seventh day
from all his works.

5 And in this place again, If they shall enter
into my rest.

6 Seeing therefore it remaineth that some must
enter therein, and they to whom it was first preach-
ed entered not in because of unbelief.

7 (Again, he limiteth a certain day, saying in
David, To-day, after so long a time; as it is said,
To day if ye will hear his V01ce, harden not your
hearts.

8 For if Jesus had given.them rest, then Would
he not afterward have spoken of another day.

9 There remaineth therefore a rest to the people
of God.

110 For he that is entered into his rest, he also
hath ceased from his own works, as God did from
his.

1)1 Let us labour therefore to enter into that

Gg2
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rest, lest any man fall after the same example of
‘unbelief.

The opening of this Chapter is so immediately connected with the
close of the former, that it becomes the very inference of it. Let us
therefore fear, saith the Apostle, while beholding the awful carcases
of unbelievers, as from such distinguishing grace as we have receiv-
ed, in being given to believe in Gop for salvation, we have abundant
reason to rejoice with trembling. Psm, ii. 11. The fear here spoken
of, cannot mean a fear of coming short of CarisT; for the Apostle
had before said, we are made partakers of Curist; and we- are kis
house.. Neither are we called upon to the exercise of bondage fear,
while conscious of having received a spirit of adoption, whereby
we cry Abbe Faruer. Rom. viii. 15. Neither can the seeming to
come short of it, mean the seeming so to a believer’s own soul ; for
it is ‘expressly added, (ver. 3.) For we which have believed do enter
intorest. A plain proof, that the child of . Gop, resting on Carisr,
could not doubt his interest zn Curist. But what then is to be
supposed the fear here recommended, and to .be sought after? Cer-
tainly that holy, jealous, child-like fear, which an obedient son
wishes to have alwaysbefore him, notto do or say any thing towards
a kind father, which might grieve him. Such as is inculcated to-
wards the HoLy Seirit. Iphes. iv. 30. And the Apostle beautifully
illustrates the subject, by a case in point. The Gospel was preached
in the old Church, in type, and figure, as it is now in substance,
and reality, in the New. But there were then hearers who never
felt the power of it, as there are now; and, consequently, to hoth
alike, it is unprofitable. But the mark is decisive, where fuith cometh
by hearing. A child of Gebp regenerated, heareth to the salvation of
the soul. The unawakened doth not. And the Lorp Jesus himself
sets this down, as the sure, unerring testimony, in his aecount, to
the carnal Jews. He thatis of Gop, (saith CHRrisT,) heareth Gop’s
wards. Ye therefore hear them not, because ye are not of Gop. John
viii. 47.

I admire the very beautiful manner of expression, made use of in
these verses, in allusion to the Lorp’s resting, after.the works of crea-
tion. And Gop did rest the seventh dayfrom all his works. What
rest? Notina way of taking repose, as (speaking afier the manner
of men) we are said to do, when tired, and our work is over. But
the “calling into being of credtures, then ceased; and Gop rested
from it, in a way of creation, when the whole which the Lorp or-
dained to bring forth into life, was made. It is in this sense, the
expression plainly means. And the same is meant of the personal
work of ‘Curist, as Curist. For ke that is entered into his rest, he
also hath ceased from his own works as Gop did fromhis. Yes! For
when JEsus had by Limself purged our sins, he sat down on the right
hand of the Mujesty on high. Chap.i. 3. Herein Curist, as our
High Priest, differed from all other priests, who always stood minis-
tering. And so far from ceasing, their offerings were daily. Crrist’s
but once, and that in effect for ever. Oh! the preciousness of
Cumist! And true believers also, when ceasing from seeking justi-
fication, either in whole, or in part, from any, or .all the works of
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their own; but count themselves, and every thing in themselves,
filthy, and unclean; hanging upon CurisT only, as the vessel upon
the nail in a sure place: such may be said, as indeed was said before,
{verse 3.) to rest on Curist, and enter by faith upon the enjoyment
of it. -

It may not be improper to observe, on what is said of Jesus, not
having given the people rest, that it doth not mean the Lorp JEsus
Curist, but Joshua, the son of Nun, who succeeded Moses in the
ministry of the Church. See Joshuai. 1. The name Joshua, is the
same in the Hebrew language, as Jesus; and signifies Savior. But
though Joshue did bring the people into Canaan, yet this was only
typical of a better rest, which remaineth for the people of Gob.
Hence it is plain, by the Lorp’s speaking of another rest, this of
Joshua’s was not the one intended. Curist himself is indeed the rest
wherewith the LorD causeth the weary to rest, and this is the refresh-
ng. Isaiah xxviii. 12. Reader! it will be your happiness, and mine,
if, under. divine teaching, we are come to CHrisT, as our rest; and
fram a knowledge of Him, are made sensible of his bountiful dealing
with us, in the rest of salvation. Matt. xi. 28, &c. Psm. cxvi. 7.

12 For the word of God is quick, and powerful,
and sharper than any two edged sword, piercing
even to the dividing asunder of soul and spirit, and
of the joints and marrow, and #s a discerner of the
thoughts and intents of the heart.

13 Neither is there any ereature that is not ma-
nifest in his sight: but all things are naked and
open unto the eyes of him with whom we have to
do.

' The Worp of Gob is here evidently intended to mean, the un-
created Worp, of which Jokn speaks in his Gospel. John i.1. And
let the Reader ‘pause, and observe, what is here said' of CurisT’s
glory on this ground. His eyes, like a flame of fire, penetrates
through all .coverings. He is the Almighty Zephnath-paancak, the
great Revealer of secrets. What a folly to think that any thing can
escape his observation? What an unanswerable proof of his Gop»

HEAD ?

14 Seeing then that we have a great high priest,
that is passed into the heavens, Jesus the Son of
God, let us hold fast our profession.

15For we have not an high priest which
cannot be toueched with the feeling of our infir-
mities; but was in all points tempted like as we
are, yet without sin.

10 Let us therefore come boldly unto the throne
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of grace, that we may obtain mercy, and find
grace to help in time of need.

I include these verses within one reading, because they are so in-
terwoven, that it were a pity to consider them distinctly, for they
form one beautiful whole. And yet, they open to so many volumes
-of subject, that a whole life of grace can never go over the several
parts of them, so as to say, there is no more to be said upon them.
In a Poor Man’s Commentary 1 must study shortness, and therefore
can only glance at the outlines.

And, first. We are called upon to follow the Lams whithersoever he
goeth; and here we are said to behold, with full confidence, our
great High Priest, as passed into the heavens, Jesus the Son of Gob.
I admire the manner in which this blessed truth is spoken. Seeing
then, saith the Apostle; as if (and which is in reality the case,) all
dispute about it was done away. There is a special emphasis on the
words, seeing then.  He is gone into heaven, (saith Peter). There
Curist our forerunner, is entered. And ison the right hand of Gop :
angels, and authorities, and powers, being made subject unto him. 1
Pet. iii. 22.  And I admire the Apostle’s joining to this account of
Curist’s return to heaven, both the office of Curist, and the name
of Curist. He had.befole,in the second Chapter, spoken somewhat
largely of Christ, as a Priest, and an High Priest; and here he
calls him a great High Priest. And, as the Apostle delighted upon
all occasions, to introduce the name of his Lorp, whenever an, op-
portunity offered, he adds to the account of our great High Priest
having passed into the heavens; his name, Jesus éke SoN of Gob!
Reader! note this down first, in your looking to Him, who is thus
passed into the heavens. Itis Jesus, Gop’s dear Sown, and your dear
High Priest; yea, your great High Priest! . )

Secondly, Paul herefrom, draws the strongest of 'all arguments,
that we should hold fust our profession. Not as if this depended
upon any strength in ourselves to hold it; but, that in Crrist’s
strength we should grasp it, and carry it about with us as the cre-
dentials of our faith, rather parting with life than with a belief in
Curist, Isa. xxvii. 5. And this holding fast, implies making use of
Curist upon all occasions; continually acting faith upon himj de-
pending in him; and in spite of all temptations, resolutely holding
on, and holding out, as those, who in a consciousness that He who
is our great High Priest is passed into the heavens, hath obtained
eternal redemption for us, by his blood and righteousness, and is now
returned to heaven, to see the merit of it recompensed in some mea-
sure and degree, (though fully it never can be through all eternity,)
to all his. people. This is our profession. And the consciousness of
Curist being passed into the heavens, is enough in itself to make
all his people, .in spite of hell and sin, to hold it fast. )

Thirdly. But the next persuasion from these precious words, riseth
still higher. For we have not an High Priest whick cannot be
touched with the fecling of our infirmities, but was in all points tempt-
ed like as we are, yet without sin. Of all the consolations and encou-
ragements, under the trials of the faithful, these views of JEsus, are
certainly the greatest, and the best. First, as they relate to Curist’s
Person. And, Secondly, as they relate to his High Priestly Office.
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Reader! what a thought is it, to lead the child of Gob to the mercy=
seat of Gob in Curist, with every comfortable assurance of success,
when we consider who it is we go to,. what a knowledge he hath of
our persons, wants, circumstances, trials, and difficulties; what a
personal experience he himself hath had of the same things, being
when upon earth in all points tempted like as we are, yet without sim.
In all things else the same. : ~

It is possible I may be singular. But, if I am, I can truly say I
find the blessedness of it; and would not think otherwise than I do,
on those sweet points, for a thousand worlds. I frequently say to
myself, when my necessities compel me to go to the throne, (and,
Reader, I fear, notwithstanding the frank and tender reception I
always meet with there, when I go to my Gop and Savior, 1 should
seldom go there, did not my wants make me;) but I frequently say,
was not JEsus made an High Priest purposely that He might be wmer-
ciful? Was it not his deep love, and his deep affection to sinners,
which made Him, of all others, the most fitted to be our High Priest?
And will he not exercise it towards me? Doth not the very nature
of an High Priest call for mercy ? Would the office itself be needed,
if there were not poor sinners to receive from it? It is most true,
and it is most blessed in the truth, that Jesus is a great High Priest,
and is passed into the heavens, in proof of his Almighty greatness,
and his Almighty power; but what endears JEsus to my heart still
more, is, that he is a merciful and faithful ‘High Priest, in things
pertaining to Gopj and can have compassion on . the ignorant, and
on them that are out of the way ; in that, he himself- was once en-
compassed with our infirmity, and was in all points tempted like as
we are, yet without sin. Reader! is it not this which gives a lift to
poor, tried, buffeted, tempted souls, and enables them to come boldly
to the.throne of grace, to obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time
of need ? )

One word more, It is an additional argument, and the Apostle
most blessedly blends it with the former; that not only Curisr’s
greatness, and Curist’s fellow-feeling and compassion, make him a
suited- High Priest for his people, and such as none other, but Gop
and Man in one Person, can be; but also, that the exercises he himself
hath gone through, and the sorrows in those exercises he hath borne,
give him such a personal knowledge of all the cases and circums
stances of his people, as nothing but the having trod the path him-
self could have brought him acquainted with. And, although it is most
true, that as Gop he could have no additional knowledge, neither
be more merciful, in taking upon him our nature; yet, had JEsus
the Son of Gop not heen man, as well as Gop, he could not have had
human affections, and human feelings, in a personal experience of
what human sorrows are. So that it doth tend to give yet further
encouragement to go to JEsus, when we keep in remembrance,
that he not only knows as Gop, but that he feels as man: - And in
his own breast, we have this sweet and affectionate advocate, in that
he knoweth our frame by his own, and how to administer the suited
relief. ‘ . . :

. Precious Lorp Jisus! do thou, by the sweet influences of thy
blessed Seirrr, keep these views everlastingly alive in my heart;
that my soul may have the most lively actings of faith, upon thy
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Person, as Gop-Man, and thy knowledge, as having gene before in
the tabulated path in my nature; so that I may not only come, but
come boldly to thy mercy-seat, and always obtain mercy, and find
grace to kelp in time of need ! ,

—
REFLECTIONS.

How shall T properly prize my mercies, in the grace the Lorp
gives me, to receive and believe i JEsus ; when I am told, as in this
Chapter, that the professing Israel of old, to whom the Gospel was
preached, found no profit, not being mized with faith in them that
Beurd it.. Oh! how plain and-evident it is, from the experience of
mankind in all ages, that grace makes all the difference between
kim who serveth Gop, and him who serveth him not. Lowp! cause thy
Church, thy people, thy redeemed, to rest in Carist and his finished
work, as Gop in creation, and Curist in redemption, rested from
theirs. Oh! the sweet thought! There is a rest, and Carist is that
rvest, which remaineth for the people of Gob. '

Oh! thou uncreated Worp! let my soul be always under thy soul-
warning, and spjrit-comforting power.  And, as all things are naked,
and open to thine all-piercing sight, do thou, Lorp, impart the very
grace thou seest to be needful for me. Oh! thou risen and exalted
Savior! Thou art indeed passed into the heavens. Thither would
my soul by faith and love follow thee. JEesus knoweth me, feeleth
for me, is sensibly touched with the circumstances of my infirmi=
ties. Surely, JEsus can, and Jesus will, impart all necessary strength,
and my Gepp and Savior, will make me more than conqueror,
through his grace helping me!

CHAP. V.

CONTENTS.

The same most precious Subject, as in the former Chapter, is car-
ried  on in this. Melchizedec is spoken of. Precious Views of
CarisT. ‘
FOR every high priest taken from among men

is ordained for men in things periaining to
God, that he may offer both gifts and sacrifices for
sins:

2 Who can have compassion on the ignorant,
and on them that are out of the way; for that he
himself also is compassed with infirmity. ﬂ

3 And by reason hereof he ought, as for the
people, so also for himself, to offer for sins. ‘

4 And no man taketh this honour unto himself,
but he that is called of God, as waes Aaron.



civ.] HEBREWS. 233

- 5 So also Christ glorified not himself to be made
an high priest; but he that said unto him, Thou
art my Son, to day have 1 begotten thee.

This is a very blessed Chapter. Every verse, more or less, is big
with importance, It opens with shewing the nature and office of an
High Priest. The very name implies somewhat of mediation. And,
when considered with an eye to solemu transactions between Gob and
Man, it is eminently so. The first feature described of his Person,
who is an High Priest, is, that he must be taken from among men.
He, that hath to: mediate between Gop and men, must himself be a
man, and not an angel; for an angel could not enter into the feelings
of men; and therefore, could not be properly interested for those,
in whose name he acted. Secondly, Not only must he be a man,
who can, from his own feelings, judge how to act for man, and one
of a nature like himself, but he must be able to offer both gifts and
sacrifices for sins. Gifts, if needful, to obtain favor; and sacrifices,
to do away the guilt of sin, in the way of Gop’s appointment. I
need not tell the Reader, that in all this, there is an allusion to the
law. Indeed, all this is beautifully represented, as what the law re~
quired, and which was typica] of Curist; in order to shew, how Gop
the Hory GrosT, under the gifts and sacrifices under the law, sha-
dowed forth CarisT; and how Carist, in the Gospel, hath fully be~
come himself the whole substance of the law. If the Reader will
turn to the law concerning gifts and sacrifices, he will discover how
graciously the Lorp the Hory Guost appointed those things ‘in his
Church, by way of preaching Curist in figure; until He, to whom
the whole refered, came in Person, to do away sin, by the sacrifice
of himself. Heb. ix. 26. . . ,

The priest, that was anointed to minister in holy things, was te
form his judgment concerning sins done through ignorance by any
of the people, and appoint a suitable sacrifice accordingly. The-
Reader will find a large account of this, Levit. iv. throughout, for
both priest and people. And again, Numb. xv. 24—29. And, in
like manner, concérning presumptuous sins. Levit. vi. and Numb.
xv. 30. Now, upon all those occasions, the High Priest was sup-
posed to enter into the feelings of the people, and to make, in some
measure, their interest his own. So that none could be fit for an High
Priest, but one taken from among men; and even among men, none
but he who had a feeling heart, and who, from a consciousness that
he himself was compassed with infirmities, could have compassion on
the ignorant, and on them that are out of the way. And, after all
these qualifications, still no man had an authority to take the office of
High Priest upon him, uncalled of Gop. Aaron was specially called
of Gopb. And so much so, that the daring presumption of Korak,
and his company, who sought the priesthood, uncalled, was pu-
nished with an awful death. See Numb. xvi, 1—35. Reader! if
such a tremendous judgment, under the law, followed the unhallowed
attempt of men to minister in holy things before the Lorp, what may
be ultimately expected to follow those, who, under the Gospel, run
unsent, uncalled; and not only rush; like the-unthinking horse te
the battle, into' the sacred department of the ministry, but profess to

YVar TIT "Hh
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be moved by the HoLy GuosT, albeit every thing seems to speak
concerning them, as in that Scripture : I have not sent these prophets,
yet they ran: I have not spoken to them, yet they prophesied. Jer.
xxii 21,

Reader! I need not, I should hope, call upon you to observe,
what is in itself so very plain; that all that is here said, in these
verses, concerning the High Priest, taken from among men, with
those qualifications, and appointed of Gop, is here said, expressly to
shew how CurisT was taken from among men; how suited he was to
such an office of mercy, and how fully authorized, and called of Gon
to- the appointment? But, Reader! though this was the evident in-
tention of Gop the Hory Guost in this Seripture; and though, af
first view, in reading what is here said of the great Jewish High
Priest, Aaron; every child of Gop, who is taught of Gop, cannot
but be immediately led, to contemplate the unequalled suitableness of
our Almighty Aaron, the Lorp Jesus Curist; as the One, and the
only One, eapable in all its departments to the performance of this
high offiee: yet, Ishould be unpardonably remiss, in a work of this
kind, to pass away from so intercsting a subject, without first effering
an observation or two upen it. The thoughts which arise out of it, are
indeed very plain and striking; but they are not on that account the
less beautiful and important. Let us look at a few of them.

And, first. As every High Priest was taken from among men, se
the Son of Gbp took upon him our nature for this express purpose,
so that he also was taken from among men. For we are told, that in
all things it behoved him to be made like unto his brethren, that he
might be a merciful and faithful High Priest, in things pertaining
unto Gop. Heb. ii. 17. And hence, when, in the counsel of peace,
between the Persons of the Gopneap, the Lorp JeHovan is repre-
sented in Scripture as speaking in vision to his HovLy Ong, these are
the words which were spoken, I lave laid help upon ONE that is
mighty ; ¥ have exalied One chosen out of the people. Psm. Ixxxix. 19.
And as Jesus, our great High Priest, was taken from among men, so
was he ordained for men. TFor there would have needed no High
Priest, nor sacrifice, had there been ne sinners. But, as Curist’:
Church, Curist’s people, his spouse, whom he betrothed to himself
before all worlds, had fallen into sin; the Sox of Gop came to.redeem
her from all sin, by the sacrifice of himself. And, as Gop the
Faruer, first gave her to his dear Son, so Gop the FaTuer ordained
Curist from among men, to be an High Priest, to act the part of
an High Priest, to redeem her to himself, and e present her to himsels
a glorious Church; not having spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing, bu
to be without blame before him in love. Eph. v.26, 27,

Secondly. Asno man, among men, would have suited the office of
an High Priest, according to what this blessed Chapter saith, but such
as could have eompassion on the ignorant, and on them that are out
of the way; so the great feature of character, in our dear Lorp,
to constitute him High Priest, was eminently his great meekness and
tenderness of heart. Gop the FaTuEr’s account of him was this by
the Prophet. Meek and lowly : Isa. xlii. 1-~4. compared with Matt.
ii. 28, 29. and Matt, xii. 17—21. And, although in point of holiness,
Curnist was holy, harmless, and undefiled: and, in point of power,
made higher than the heavens: and, in point of understanding, in him
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were hid all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge ; yet, though all
these were indeed requisites for the high office of the Priesthood, it
was the infinite compassions of his heart, which made him so pecu-
liarly suited for our High Priest, and more immediately hath- en-
deared him to the affections of his people. Heb. vii. 26. Coloss.
1. 3. Heb. iv. 14,15, 16.

* Thirdly. Our great High Priest, -as in Person and qua]xﬁratxons,

so in gifts and sacrifices, hath infinitely transcended all the ofterings
made by mere men. The priest taken from among men, who had a
tender heart, and who, upon due consideration of the sinner’s offence,
when he came to him, knew how to distinguish, and tomake an offer-
ing accordingly, between sins of ignorance, and sins of presumption,
acted in a very svitable manner, as the law appointed, (see Levit. iv.
and Numb. xvi.) but the gifts and offerings of Jesus, were himself,
which not: only included an all-sufficient ransom  for all sins, both of
omission and commission, but carried with it such an over-value, re-
sulting from the dignity of his Person, and the- preciousness of the
offering, as can never be fully recompensed to the Church of Gop,
to all eternity. Reader! think of this! Such is the eflicacy of
Curist’s merits and sacrifice, that the remuneration to the Lorp’s
body the Church, can never be made, so as to-say, there is nothing
more to be received, in a way of acknowledgment, to all etemity !
. Fourthly. One very blessed view meets us in this subject, of a simi-
larity in the cases of the Jewish High Priest, to that of our Almighty
Loz, only here also, as in all other compar isons with an infinite su-
riority on the part of Jesus; I mean, in that it is said, the High
Priest taken from among men, must have ‘been one that could have
compassion on the ignorant, and on them that were out of the way,
in that he himself also was compassed with infirmity. Here opens a
most precious view of Jesus. -Though in himself he knew no sin,
yet he personally knew all the sinless infirmities of our nature.
Though none of our sins was put ¢z him, yet the Lorp laid on him
the iniquities of all his people. Isa. liii. 6. Though, in" himself,
temptations had no power, yet, temptations, in all "the varieties of
being tempted, hé knew; and was in all points tempted as we are.
And though no guile was Jound in his_mouth, yet, surely, in the
years he lived in our world, all the sin\he beheld in his people, be-
came so many wounds to his heart. If the filthy conversation of the
wicked vexed the soul of Lot day by day ; what must the holy Jesus
have felt, when he endured such a contradiction of sinners against
himself? 2 Pet.it. 8. Heb. xii. 3. Reader! here again contem-
plate the suitableness of the Lorp Jesus, in his High Priestly
Office, for the boundless compassion of his heart, and for the com-
passion he must still feel for the ignorant of his people, and all their
infirmities, seeing he . hlmself was_compassed with all of them;
though in himself without sin, and liable to none of them in the
p0551b1hty of error.

Fifthly. We lpust npt overlook one feature more belonging to our
Lorp, as our great High Priest, to which the Jewish high priest
could bear no companson. I mean, that the interests of Cnmsr are
blended with the interests of the people. He that gcted as an high
Pmeat in the Jewish church for men, and was taken from among

Hhe
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men, might have had, and no doubt he had being from the Lorp’s
appointment, a feeling heart. But he could go no further. If he suc-
ceeded not when he had made his offering, he might indeed lament
in secret, as holy men of old did, over the sins of the people. But,
with our High Priest, there can be no failure. His Church is his
body. Her concernsare his. The glory of Curist, is more than all
the events to his people. That glory ensures his Church’s interest.
Hence, -she must succeed in all her members. JEsus must see of. the
travail of lis soul, and be satisfied. Tsa. liii. 11. And, hence that
blessed intercession of Curist, as our High Priest : Fatuer! I will!
that they also whom thou hast given me, be with me where I am, tha#
they may behold my glory. John xvii. 24.

Lastly : and as the crown of all. As no man presumed to act as an.
High Priest, in the Church of Gob, uncalled of Gop, sp sweetly
are we told, in this blessed Scripture, that CurisT, though Son of
Gop, and equal with the Faruer and the Hovy GuosT, in his divine
nature, yet, when taking upon him our nature, gloritied not himself
to be made an High Priest, but was called to it; yea, and sworn
into it, (different from all other priests, Heb. vii. 21.) and consecrated
in it, an High Priest for ever, in an unchangeable priesthood, after the
order of Melchizedec! This is a grand point ever to be kept in
view, in our remembrance of the priesthood of Cmmist. This gives
validity and efficacy to all. Here is the warrant to faith to believe
the record which Gob gives of his dear Sox. Hence, every child of
Gob, coming to the mercy-seat of Gop in Crrist, finds confidence
and boldness in the double view, that Jemovan’s authority, and his
name, isinCarist; and, therefore, in the efficacy of Curist’s blood
and righteousness, he cannot but meet with a most gracious reception.
Heb. x. 19—23. Reader! I must not trespass any longer. The
subject, indeed, is in itself endless. Oh! for graceto have it always
in view! Jesusis my High Priest. He was, and is, and ever must
be, One with the Faruer over all Gop blessed for ever, Amen.
He was also, in his human nature, taken from among men. He can
have compassion, yea, boundless compassion. Not simply by taking
our nature only, but by having known that nature compassed with
infirmities. And now in heaven he wears that nature still. And he
cannot but recollect his former exercises, when on earth, and which
hath everlastingly suited him, by past experiences, for sympathy,
and fellow-feeling for his people here below. Precious High Priest
of thy people! surely, all thy redeemed upon earth are as dear to
thee, and as much watched over by thee, and loved and regarded by
thee, as thy redeemed in heaven. Isaiah xxvii. 8. )

6 As he saith also in another place, Thou art a
priest for ever after the order of Melchisedec. '

I will not detain the Reader with a long observation on what the
Hory Guost hath here said, concerning the same authority which
made Curist High Priest, which said also unto him, Thou art my Son,
to-day have I begotten thee. To enter into the whole of this passage to
the full, and follow it up with the remarks which arise out of the
Scripture, would fill many pages. Let it in this place be sufficient
to observe, that, in whatever sense the words be taken, they are n105§
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highly expressive of the eternal nature and glory of the Sox of Gon.
They are a quotation from the second Psalm; where Crrist, being
set by Jemovam as King on his holy hill of Zion the Church; and’
having, as is represented by vision in the Revelations, been alone
found worthy to open the book, and loose the seals thereof, (Rev. v.
1—10.) now, as King in Zion, declares the decree. And the first
Chapter in this mysterious volume, which none but Carist could
open, is the sovereign purpose of Jemovan, and addressed to Crrist,
as Curist, Thow art my Son, this day have I begotten thee. Reader?
_ pause one moment, and remark the superior blessedness of all that
Gop the Farusr saith to his dear Son, to every other declaration
whatever. Very blessed it is to hear the Lorp speaking in a way -of
grace to the Church. And very blessed, when all that the Lozn
saith to the Church, the Lorp gives grace to hear and obey. But,
oh! how sweet beyond the expression of all language is it, when
we hear the Lorn the FaTuer speaking to his dear Sox, concerning
his blessing the Church in Him? Here Gop the FaTaer is the Ale
mighty Speaker; Curist is the sum and substance of all his procla-
mations to the Church; and Gop the Hory GrosT gives the hearing
ear,-and the secing eye, ¢o believe the record Gop hath given of lis
Sonx. 1 Johnv. 10, 11.

. The blessedness of the words themselves, in confirmation, that He
who called Curist to be an High Priest, said also unto him, Thou
art - my Son, to-day have I begotten thee; very plainly were de-
signed to shew, that in no office of Sonship, or Priesthood, did Curist,
as Curist, enter uncalled of Gop. So that the words are very im-
portant, in proof of Curist’s authority. But, it should be observed
also, that they are no less very precious, in confirmation of Crrist’s
being set up from everlasting, in his high Mediator-character. 7g-
day cannot refer to the nature and essence of the Son of Gon, as
Gop ; for eternity is never called, in Scripture language, zo-day.
And although Crrist, as CurisT, could not have been set up in his
Mediator-character from everlasting, had he not in his divine nature
and essence as Gop, been one with the Farmer and the Hory
Grost from all eternity; yet, here the Hory Guosy is evidently
speaking of Carist, as Curist, in his character of Mediator. This 1s
the decree which the Book, when unsealed and opened, was  found
to containj and the Son of Gop, who came forth from the bosom of
the Faruer, came forth to declare. Johni. But.it was no decree,
nor the result of any covenant-settlement, between the personsof the
GopHEAD, concerning man's redemption, to declare the Son of Gob,
as Sox of Gop in his essence of GopuEeap; for this he was, and is,
and will be, in the eternity of his nature, for ever. In relation to
Curst being said to be a Priest, after the order of Melchizedec, we
shall have occasion to speak. of it more fully, Chap. vii. to which
therefore I refer. .

-7 Who in the days of his flesh, when he had
offered up prayers and supplications with strong
erying and tears unto him that was able to save
him from death, and was heard in that he feared ;
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8 Though he were a Son, yet learned he obedi-
ence by the things which he suffered ;

In these verses we have a most interesting account of our Lorp.
Tt will be our mercy to consider what the Hovy Guost hath here
said of Jusus. By the days of his flesh, must be understood, the
different state to that of his glory. The expression is strong to this
purpose. The days of his flesh; not the flesh that is his human na-
ture itself, for that he hath the same still, ‘but the time of his abode
in our syorld, accomplishing the redemption of his people. During
this period of the Sov of Gop’s humiliation on earth, he was subject
to all the feelings and infirmities of that nature, which he had as-
sumed, and was i all points tempted like as we are, yet without sin.
Heb. iv. 15. And it is éur mercy that he was so; because it proves
the certainty of his having been made like to his brethren, that he
might be a merciful and faithful High Priest, in things pertaining to
Gop. Hence, under this consciousness, I can, and do, go to JEsus,
becanse he knows what my nature is by his own. He not only knows
it, as Gob, but he feels it as man. He, who in the days of his flesh
offered up prayers and supplications with strong crying and tears, will
assuredly now, in the day of his power, take part in his High Priestly
Office with his people, when in their depth of sorrow they cry to the
depth of divine mercy. Psm. cxxx. 1-—3.

* I beg the Reader not to overlook what is said of Currst being
heard, in that he feared. It is not said that Carist was fearnful, but
that he feared. There isa natural fear, which, no doubt, the Lorp
JEesus, by taking our nature, felt ; for, without it, he could not be said
to be in all things made like unto his brethren. Heb. ii. 17. And,
in confirmation, we read, that in his agony in the garden, he was sore
amazed, Mark xiv. 33. And beside this natural fear, there is a godly
fear, which marks the Lorp’s people, and is the gift of the HoLy
Seirit. The Lorp promiseth this as a covenant ‘blessing : Jerem.
xxxii. 40. This the Lorp JEsus himself possessed, when the Seirir
of Jenovar rested upon him. Isaiah xi. 2. Such views will help us
to understand, concerning those cries of Jusus which he offered
up, in the daysof his flesh, when it is said, ke was keard in that he
Jeured.

One word more on this interesting passage. The Sox of Gob it is
said, learned obedience by the things which he suffered. By which
I presume is meant, that he learned, not as Son of Gop, butin his
human nature, by personal feeling, in human sufferings, and human
exercises. He acquired in that school, the full apprehension of
suffering obedience, in-suffering distresses; and, in a personal sense,
of what we feel,- he knew, what our exercises are. Sweet thought !
In that he himself, hath suffered, being tempted ; he knoweth how to
succour them that ure tempted ! .

* 9 And being made perfect, he became the author
of eternal salvation unto all them that obey him 3

10 Called of God an high priest after the order
of Melchisedec. ¥
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11 Of whom we have many things to say, and
hard to be uttered, seeing ye are dull of hearing.
12 For when for the time ye ought to be teachers,
ye have need that one teach you again, which be
the first principles of the oracles of God; and are
become such as have need of milk, and not of
strong meat. ‘
13 For every one that useth milk is unskilful in
the word of righteousness: for he is a babe.
14 But strong meat belongeth to them that are
of full age, even those who by reason of use have
their senses exercised to discern both good and evil.

There is somewhat particalarly striking, in these words, concern-
ing Carist, being made perfect. By which, we must of course ac.
cept the terms, as referring wholly to his character of Mediator.
The perfection of the GopHEAD, can never be said to be made. And
it is most evident, and plain, from all the concurrent testimony of
scripture, that every act of perfection, revealed or made manifest;
and all the revelations made of Jesovan, are in the Person of the
Gop-Man Curist JEsus. Asin creation, it is most decidedly said,
that all things were made by him, and that without him was not any
thing made that was made ; so in all the after acts of grace; every
communication of JEnovan, in redemption, providence, grace, glory :
all are wholly in, and by Curist, It is the Sox of Gob, which 'in
" our mature came forth, from the invisibility of- Gop, to make known
Gob, and the purposes of his will, to his creatures. And in a more
especial ‘manner, the whole work of redemption is said to be his.
He became the Author of it; and that eternal. A plain proof of
the eternity of his nature by whom it is wrought. T

Whether Curist, or Melchizedec, be meant, by what is here said,
of having much to relate, and yet hard to be uttered, is not so clearly
shewn. The person of Curist and his priesthood : or in relation to
Melchizedec, and his priesthood ; vast things are folded up in mys~
tery, which the Lorp only can unfold to his people. Pau! speaking
,of his Lorp, calls his Gospel the unsearchable, riches of Curist,
Ephes. iii. 8. And what is unsearchable cannot be fully revealed.
But {rom the figures, or similitudes, of babes in Carist, unskillful
in the word of righteousness, we learn, how deep the science is;
and how much like children, yea, and little children too, the Lord’s
people are, during their minority in this world. Very blessed it is,
when the Lorp the Seirit, leads on the people of Gop,,to acquire
fuller views of the Person, and work, and glory of Carist; and
when the actings of their faith are going forth, in' continual exer-
cise upon Him, as the Lorp our righteousness. Oh! for grace, to be
always sending in, before the Lorp, the cry of the soul: Lorp!
increase our faith! \
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REFLECTIONS.

Precrous great High Priest of thy people! Lorp! I would hail
thee as both my Priest, Altar, and Saerifice. Thou wert indeed
taken from among men: for in thy human nature, thou wert alone
suited for the high office.  Who, like JEsus, could have compassion
on the ignorant, and on them that are out of the way: from a know-
ledge, like JEsus, of the infirmities of our nature, tempted in all
points like as we are, yet without sin? And who like Jesus, could be.
begotten to the Sonship' of his holy nature, and be sworn into the
office of an high priest for ever, after the order of Melchizedec?
Surely Lorp, none but Jesus could offer up gifts and sacrifices for
sins. Neither could there be any thing short of thy divine nature,
to offer gifts and sacrifices upon, and to give acceptance and efficacy
to, all offerings, but the Person, blood, and righteousness of Gop’s
dear Son? And oh! what everlasting efficacy, bath the one offering
of my Gop and Savior wrought; and his everlasting unchanging
priesthood, made secure, to render both his priesthood and his sa-
crifice of eternal duration, confirmed also by the oath of Him, who
hath sworn, and will not repent; Thou art a Priest for ever after
the order of Melchizedec!

Oh! for grace from Gobo the Seirir, never to lose sight of the
mercy-seat-itself, that the whole purpose, for which it is erected is
for mercy. There would have needed no mercy-seat, had not
Curist’s children been sinners, Neither would Gop the Farner
have constituted his dear Sown, as high Priest, and formed him in
our nature in this office, but that he might have compassion on the
ignorant, and on them that are out of the way. The very office
itself, and the conscious sense of Him who sits there, are full to this
purpose, that Gop hath chosen Jrsus expressly with this view; and
Jesus hath infinite dimensions of love, that he might be a merciful
and faithful high Priest, in things pertaining to Gop, to make recon-
ciliation for the sins.of his people. Lorp! may I never lose sight
of these things! may I always have in contemplation thy Person,
and thy high priestly office; and by faith, behold my Lorb, still
clothed in a vesture, dipped in blood, as if to tell me, JEsus wears
these robes, in proof of his unceasing office. Let me day by day,
coxge boldly to thy throne, and find grace to help, in all time of
need. .

CHAP. VL
CONTENTS.

The Hebrews are exhorted to Perseverance in the Fuaith. The
Case of the Unregenerate is considered. The Chapter ends, in a very-
blessed Manner, in relating the Will of JEnovanm, that the Heirs of Pro+
mise, should be shewn hisunchangeable Counsel concerning them !

T "HEREFORE leaving the principles of the
doctrine of Christ, let us go on unto per-
fection; not laying again the foundation of re--
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pentance from dead works, and of faith toward
God. , o S »
2 Of the doctrine of baptisms, and of laying on
of hands, and of resurrection of the dead, and of
eternal judgment. , SR
-3 And this will we do, if God permit. _‘

This Chapter opens in a very beautiful and striking manner,
Curist is considered as the whole sum and substance . of the Gospel ;
and as such, the Gospel is here called the doctrine of Crrist:  And
the reason isplain. Beeause all the purpose, will, and decree; of
JEHOVAH ; in his threefold character of Person, are made known, and
revealed in, and by Cumist. Curist himself is JEHovan’s salvation,
Hence, Curist is called the CrrisT of Gob ; the sent of Gop, the
sealed of Gop, the lamb of Gob, and the like; in all the parts of
the divine word. And what is everlastingly to be kept in view, in
these our contemplations of CHrisT is, that it is the Person of CHrist,
which is all along spoken of, as the great object of faith. Jesus
himself, ina very blessed and comprehensive manner, sums up the
whole of the principles of everlasting life, when he saith it is seeing
the Sox, and believing on him. John vi.40. So that it is not simply
the doctrines of Curist, but Curist himself, which faith hath for itg
object, of hope and trust, and confidence, and Jjoy; and which of ne-
cessity include, the doctrines of CHrist as the greater include the
less. ~ And hence, this blessed Chapter opens with observing that the
Church, when brought into a state of regeneration, should leave,
(that is, should pass on,) from what we have been taught, of the
first rudiments of the word, in repentance, and the like; to study
Currst. Like those, who from the first hearing of the Lorp, are
going on to a greater knowledge of him; who passing through the
outer courts, are now introduced into the inner apartments of the
king’s presence, and becoming daily more and more acquainted,
with the Lorb, in having fellowship with the TaTHER, and with his
Son Jesus Cumist. 1 John i. 8.  Paul hath”another beautiful train of
ideas, to the same effect, when he saith; that the measure of ‘grace,
given to the several orders in the Church, is for the perfecting of
the saints; for the work of the ministry ; for the edifying of the body
of Carist; #ill we all come, in the unity of the faith, and of the
knowledge of the SoN of Gob, unto a perfect man, unto.the measure
of the stature, of the fulness of Carist. Ephes. iv. 12, 13,

I know not, whether I explain myself to the Reader’s apprehen-
sion. But according to my view of what the HoLy Guost here
saith, it should seem, that the Lorb is drawing a line of distinction,
between Curist, as he isin himself; and the fullness of all things,
as he stands to his people, and all ordinances whatever. Repent-
ance, faith, doctrine of baptisms, laying on of hands and the like,
are all in their respective places to be suitably regarded, as means of
grace; but all, and every one of them, are but effects, and not, in
the smallest degree, as any procuring cause of our salvation. CHRisT
himself is the sole cause; and consequently ought to be the sole object,

“Vor. IIL ‘ Ii



242 HEBREWS. [cH. v

of a believer’s hope and trust. And therefore to seek comfort from
any thing beside, or to rest in any thing short of centering all in
CHrist, is to seek the living among the dead. Let us (saith the
Apostle) leave these, as the principles we began with, when first we
heard of the Lorp JEsus, and every other ordinance, to live upon
the Gop of Ordinances; and be more earnest to be satisfied, with the
substance, than the being amused with the shadow. .
Reader! pause over this view of the subject. There is nothing
more highly important, to the comfort and peace of a child of Gop,
than a clear apprehension of having Crrist, our one only portion,
and living upon him. Many of Curist’s little ones, are unconscious
of this; and therefore live below their privileges. They know the
Lorp, and love the Lorp, and professedly are looking for salvation
only in the Lorp. But notwithstanding these things, they are more
occupied with what are called the doctrines of CurisT than Camist
himself. They enjoy Cumist at second hand. They look at him
through ordinances, and through the exercise of their graces. Surely
there is an error here. It is Curist himself, which ought to be the
first object in our view, and every other concern, but as mediums,
and channels, to pass.through to him. It is true, indeed, that the
doctrines of Curist, and the ordinances of Crrist, are all valuable,
as connected with him; and in having him, we have all. But for
a child of Gop, to be more intent upon them, than upon him; to
be more pleased, Wwith some supposed gracious disposition wrought in
us, than in the glorious, and complete work, Curist hath wrought
Jor us; this is putting the ¢ffecs, for the cause; and the servant in the
place of his master. This is not making Curist in-our view, what
CHRisT i3, in Gop’s view; the Alpha, and Omega the first, and the
last: the author and finisher of salvation. -CHrisr is the first in all
Gop’s thoughts, and the last, and ultimate object of all Gop’s de-
signs. I know, that .there arc many of Gopn’s dear children, who
would tremble if they were found, having any other views; and
who would not intentially for the world, place any object before
Carist, or in the room of Curist; but certainly, this is the case,
when we take comfort in .any grace, without eyeing Curist in the
grace; and are found magnifying the ¢ffecss of Curist’s love, more
than Curist himself. It is a sad consequence of our fallen state, and
the imperfection of our faith, when the Person of Cuxist is hidden
from our dim-sighted view, in a cloud of his own gifts. ‘

4 For it is impossible for those who were once
enlightened, and have tasted of the heavenly gift,
and were made partakers of the Holy Ghost.

5 And have tasted the good word of God, and
the powers of the world to come.

6 If they shall fall away, to renew them again
unto repentance ; seeing they crucify to themselves

the Son of God afresh, and put Aim to an open
shame, '
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——

————

7 For the earth which drinketh in the rain that

cometh oft upon it, and bringeth forth herbs meet
for them by whom it is dressed, receiveth blessing
from God. _ |

8 But that which beareth thorns and briers s
‘rejected, and is nigh unto cursing ; whose end s
to be burned. | :

9 But, beloved, we are persuaded better things
of you, and things that accompany salvation,
though we thus speak.

10 For God s not unrighteous to forget your
work and labour of love, which ye have shewed
toward his name, in that ye have ministered to the
saints, and do minister. o .

11 And we desire that every one of you do shew
the same diligence to the full assurance of hope
unto the end. , , .5

12 That ye be not slothful, but followers of them
who through faith and patience inherit the pro-
11iIses. X ’

In the opening of this paragraph, we have those memorable verses
of scripture, which, for want of due attention, to divine teaching, by
the perversion of some, and the mistaken apprehension of others,
have given rise, to much anxiety, in weak minds, through the slens
derness of their faith. There can be no doubt, but that Gop the
HoLy Guost 1s drawing the portrait of finished hypocrites; for there
is not a single feature, in the whole of what is represented, of those
falling away, which belongs to a child of Gop. The persons heve
described, under such a flaming profession, never were n grace;
and therefore impossible to have fallen from grace. They fell from
a profession only, and as such, it became impossible to renew them
again to repentance. As the subject in itself is so highly important,
and as a right apprehension of the Lorp’s words, is so truly interest-
ing to every regenerated child of Gob, and, especially, the weak in
faith, I shall hope the Reader’s indulgence, if I enter upon the
‘whole of it, very particularly. For my own part, I am very fully
convinced, that the passage, hath no one reference whatever to the
Church of Gop: that the Lorp the HoLy Guost is speaking of hy-

ocrites, and the unregenerate only ; and that the whole subject, if
Su]y considered, is calculated more to comfort, than to distress the
Lonp’s people. May Gob the Srirrr, the blessed Author of his
holy word, be our Teacher in it, and guide both Writer and Reader
of this Poar Mun’s Commentary, into all truth.
Iig
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- And here I beg.the Reader, again to remark, what I have so
often observed to him, in the course of this little work; that Goo
the HorLy GurosT, is writing this whole Epistle to the Church; to
them who are the heirs of salvation. This is a great point always to
have in view, and to keep in remembrance, as we prosecute every
part of this Epistle. See Chap.i. 2,3, 9, 14. '

Let me next desire the Reader, to look back to the concluding
verses of the preceding Chapter, where he expressly speaketh to the
Church, as being in grace, though weak in the faith. The Lorp
“tells them, that when for a time they ought to have been teachers,
they were so weak in faith, and their progress in the divine life, had
been so inconsiderable, that they need, like little children, to go over
their first lessons again. See Chap. v. 12. to the end. And hence,
the Lorp opens this Chapter, with bidding them to leave the first
principles of doctrine, and go on to perfection, namely, to Curist
himself, Chap. vi. 1. Now let the Reader pause, and ask himself,
whether the very expressions, which the Lorp the Hory GuosT here
useth, towards the Church, do not very-fully prove, that they were
in grace, though in a low and languishing condition ? How could
they be said, that for the time they ought to have been teachers, if
they themselves had never learnt? How could even milk suit them,
if they were dead in trespasses and sins? Mark these things as
proofs, from the Lorp the Serrrr himself, that the Persons to whom
he wrote were considered by him as regenerate. .

Thirdly. Let the Reader further observe in this paragraph that
while the Lorp is speaking of the impossibility to renew hypocrites,
who made a flaming profession of godliness, but never had felt the
power of it; the Lorp at the same time is speaking to the Church,
and calling them beloved, concerning whom he was persuaded better
things, and things which .accompany salvation ; that'they had minis-
tered to the saints their labor of love, and that they were still minis~
tering ; and that Gop would not forget it! And hence, having be-
fore called upon them, to forget first principles, and go on to Curist;
they would now shew the same diligence to the full assurance of hope,
unto the end : and no longer be slothful, but followers of them, who
through faith and patience inherit the promises. And in a following
chapter, the Lorp bids them, o call their former days to remembrance,
in which, after they were illuminated, they endured a great fight of
afftiction. And therefore, as they knew on themselves, that they had
in heaven @ Detter, and an enduring substance, they should not cas¢
away the confidence, which hath great recompence of reward. Chap,
x. 32—35.

Let the Reader ponder well, these features of character in the
Church, to whom Gop the Hory Grost sends this Epistle; and
mark in them, the clear testimonies which they carry with them, of
being in a state of regeneration. And when he hath duly considered
this point, I will next request him to attend to the several outlines,
which the same Almighty Lorp hath drawn of those unregenerate,
concerning whom he speaks in those verses. Let us look at them
one by one.
 And first. They are said to have been once enlightened. By which
I apprehend is meant, an enlightening in headknowledge. And it>
is astohishing to conceive, to what lengths men, who have been ags
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customed to sit under the sound of the Gospel may go, in this way,

without possessing an. atom of saving grace.. But the doctrine of
Curist; 1n insisting on the new: birth, throws to the ground all, and
every pretension short of this, John iii. 7. It is with the heart, man
believeth unto righteousness. Rom. x. 10. If head-knowledge, would

‘make wise unto salvation, the devil himself, would be in a salvable

state; for he told Cmrrst, he knew him. Mark i. 24. I presume no

‘one will venture to call this enlightening, a mark of regeneration.

Secondly. They are said to have tasted of the heavenly gift. Yes,

~Currst is the heavenly gift, in the. Gospel sent down from heaven.

And these hypocrites had so far tasted it, as to dislike it. Redemp-
tion by Curist’s blood, and righteousness alone: no Pharisee. will

‘relish, but, like children, which nauseate medicine, though it tend-

eth to heal,- yet spit it out of their mouth. Here again, we find no

mark of real grace. : , L .
Thirdly. They are said to be made partakers of the Hory Grosr.

This, in " the first view, carries with it somewhat more plauvsible; but

~when' looked into, is but seemingly so, for it hath no more of real

saving grace, than-the ‘former. Every one may, in one sense, be
said, tobe made partakers of the HoLy Guosr, who is brought under
the preaching-of the Gospel, and partakes in the ordinances and
means of grace.- They whose carcases fell in the wilderness, as well
as the faithful, whom the Lorp brought into Canaan were all alike
partakersof the Manna, and drank of the Rock, and had the carnal
ordinances of the worldly sanctuary. Heb. ix 1. But, none except
the chosen seed, eyed Curist in all. - Nay, further, some there have
been-in all ages' of the Church, which may be said to have been
made partakers of the Hoty Grost, in his ourward gifts of working
miracles; and who yet, were never partakers of the HoLy Grosr,
in his énward regenerating grace. The magicians in the court of
Pharaoh, to a certain degree, were permitted to exercise power ; and
Judas -in the college of Apostles, without all doubt, had the same
faculty, in owtward acts with them. Luke ix. 1. Butin the midst
of these, there was no inward work of Gop the Seinit off either;
and the new-birth is the only infallible character.

Fourthly. Those persons are said, to have tasted the good word of
Gop and the powers of the world to come. Not drank into the
spirit of those preciousthings; not relished them., The Hory Grost
dwells particularly - on festing, as if to shew their aversion. They

* tasted of the good word of Gob, so as to manifest their more deadly

hatred toit; and they heard enough of the powers of the world to
come, as in their consciences to believe there is an hereafter, in which
it- will be well with the righteous, .and ill with the wicked ; but, like
Balaam, though sufficiently convinced of those solemn truths, as
now and then to send forth the .wish.zo die the death of the righteous,
yet never awakened by grace tolive their life. Numb. xxiii. 10.
‘Reader ! pause over those portraits of "character, for they are truly

-awful, and perhaps much more general than isimagined. But what

hath the child of Gop to do:- with such things, in whose spirit the
Hovy Seirrt beareth witness that he is born of Gop? They are in-
deed very awful monuments for the children of Gob to contemplate,
as they pass on their pilgrimage state. We behold in them to what
an height of eleyation nature may go in a way of résembling grace.
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And they ought to serve, as no doubt Gop the HoLy Gnost intended
them to serve, to make the regenerated the more awakened, to leave
the first principles of the doctrines, and press on after Curist. But
while such clear marks are discoverable between nature and grace;
surely the children of Gob ought not to confound one with the other.
To be led into the conclusion, that there may be a falling from grace,
because men who never were in grace, have for a while taken up with
a profession; and then dropped 1t, is forming conclusions from false
premises, Nature, in her highest attainments, is but nature. No-
thing can rise above its level. It is very possible, that by hearing
sermons, dttending the means of grace, and the like, the understand-
ing may be much enlightened. The young man in the Gospel,
who came to Curist, at first seemed to look fair for heaven. Paul, the
Apestle, while a Pharisee, thought himself not far from- glory. But
in both, at the time, there was not a single act of renewing grace
wrought in their heart. The unregenerate mind is still carnal, and
enmity -against Gop. The tiger, though chained, is the tiger still.
Nothing short of the new-birth is grace. Where this is, it is impos-
sible to fall away, for the Scripture saith, that the highly beloved
objects are made partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the
corruption that is in the world through lust. 2 Pet. i.3,4. Where
this is not, the most flaming profession will go.out in obscure dark-
ness. They have the form, but not the power of godiiness. 2 Tim.
1. 5.

Before I dismiss this view of the subject, I would add one observa-
tion more, by way of confirming what hath been said, namely, thas
in all that is said of those hypocrites, there is not a single circum-
stance, even hinted at, of those precious fruits and effects being
found in them, which arise from grace in the heart, and where a
saving act of regeneration hath passed upon the soul. In this whole
account of being enlightened, and having tasted of the heavenly
gift, we read nothing of faith, or love, an adherence to JEsus, or
affection to his people; nota word of an holy life and conversation,
all which are the sure consequences of the new-birth. But, all that is
said from beginning to end, is no more than what may be said of
‘mere professors only, who are like clouds without water, carried
about with mere wind of doctrine; who, though they have a name
to live, are virtually dead before Gob. :

Hence, as is here said, if they fall away from_ this profession, and
epenly deny it, and (as hath been seen in many instances,) after
having put on a sanctity of appearance, and by restraints induced
by the tear or praise of men, have for a while seemingly eseaped the
pollution which is in the world through lust, at length return, like a
dog to his vomit, and as the sow that was washed, to her wallowing
in the mire; they only manifest that all that was before seen of
them, was but the efforts of nature, not grace. And how shall they
be rendered again to the same profession? The thing is impossible.
They may indeed, like Judas, repent themselves, and do as he*did,
hang themselves; but the Lorp will not grant to them his grace of
repentance, in the regeneration of the heart. And for this plain
reason. They do in effect, by their denial of that faith they once
owned in head, though felt it not in heart, crucify to themsclves the
Son of Gobp afresh, and put him to an open shame. For, as, when the
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Gospsl of Curist was preached, and made known'to them, that is,
when they were once enlightened with the head knowledge, that the
Son of Gop had been crucified for his people ;. and their sense and
understanding, though not their affections, were gained to the ac-
knowledgment - of those glorious truths, connected with Carist and
his great salvation; they professed to receive them, and believe
them ; but now by their apostacy from the truth, as it is in Jgsus,
they crucify to themselves the Son of Gop afresh, either by denying
his GopHEAD as the Son of Gob, or that his offering on the cross was
not a sufficient sacrifice for the redemption of his people ; that he,
hath not risen from the dead ; salvation is not finished, and somewhat
more is needed for justification before Gop; in either, or all of these,
or the like objections, this is to crucify the Sox of Gop afresh, and
put him to an open shame. And utterly impossible is it, in such
cases, to renew such men to repentance. I beg the Reader to mark
the expression, they crucify to themselves. Yes! in their apostacy
and denial they fully prove Curist was never crucified for them;
for they have no part, nor lot in the one all-sufficient sacrifice of
CurisT upon the cross; and therefore they insult the soul-travail and
agonies which CurisT sustained by their despising the eflicacy of
his blood. Such become hardened in iniquity, and their last end is
worse thau the first.

- The figure of the earth drinking in the rain, is a beautiful similitude °
in a way of further illustration. For, as the rain falls alike on the
earth, both where the pure herbs are, and where the thorns are ; so
the dew of the Gospel descends upen the whole visible Church, both
real and nominal. But while the regenerated, under the genial
influence, bring forth to the glory of Gop; the mere professor only
sends forth nothing but the rank weeds and briars.of the state of nature,
unredeemed from the curse, and whose end is to be burned. -

And the next verse, wherein the Apostle calls the Church beloved,
and declares his persuasion of better things concerning the mem-
"bersof it, is so utterly opposed to what went before, as can hardly
be reconciled, upon any other idea, than that the HorLy Guosr in~
tended the whole representation he hath here made of such flaming
profession void of all vital godliness, but as a matter of comfortto -
the Lorp’s people under all their short comings and attainments. For,
slender as their growth had been, yet they had truly been’ regene-’
rated. Babes as they still were, yet this argued the new-birth. So
that there is, and ever must be, an everlasting difference between the
falling away of professors, who never were in grace, and those whom
the Lorp hath quickened. For while the child of Gop, when born
of that incorruptible seed which liveth and abideth for ever; (and must
so live and abide for ever, however dormant to our view, the spiri-
tual seed sometimes appears, because it remaineth in him, 1 Pet. i. 28.
1 Johniii. 9.) hath a renewed nature, the Scriptures no where speak of
mere professors, amidst all the high elevations of nature, as being born
again. «The stony ground hearers, receive the word with great joy, but
no fruit followed, because they had no root. And when those flashes.
of joy subsided, they soon died away. Hence the Prophet speaks,
There shall be no more. thence an infant of days, nor an dld man that
hath not filled his days, for the child (regenerated) shall die an -huna
dred years old; but the sinner, being an hundred years old (yet unre='

generated) shall be accursed. Isa. 1xv, 20.
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_ Such, then, according to my view of this blessed Scripture, appears
to be the doctrine contained 1n it. The Howy GrosT is writing.to the
Church, considered in a state of regeneration; not unsimilar to the
same purport as when writing to the Corinthians; babes in Carist,
but yet toe much occupied in worldly ‘things, and of consequence,
making slow progress in spiritual attainments, 1 Cor.iii. 1, 2. He
tells them, in opening his Epistle, in confirmation of their new-
birth, and justification in Curist, that Curist had by himself purged
their sins; and that they were heirs of salvation, Chap.i. 3, 14. that
Curist had not taken the nature of angels, but the sced of Abraham, on
their account; and that, having himself suffered, being tempted; he.
knew how to succor them thut were tempted. Chap. ii. 14, 18. that
they were pariakers of Curist, as a rich blessing not to be lost, and
therefore were to hold fast their confidence of hope firm to the end.
Chap. iii. 14. - And that having such an High Priest as the SoN of
Gob, passed into the heavens, they were to come boldly to the throne
of grace, and obtain mercy and find grace to help in time of need.
Chap. iv. 14,15, 16. These, and the like things, they had been
assured of in the preceding chapters; and in this the Lorp tells
them, that now they ought to go on to perfection, because they
might, according to the time they had been in grace, have been
teachers; which is a plain proof that they had not only heen taught
of Gop, and consequently regenerated; but that they had been a
-Jong time in a state of conversion. So that as the HoLy Guost, by
«the Apostle, in the close of this account blessedly saith, when he calls
them also beloved, we are persuaded better things of you, (than of
those Apostates,) and things that accompany salvation, though we
thus speak : that is though we thus speak of your slow progress in
the divine life. And the Lorp adds, that Gon’s faithfulness and
Tove are engaged to them, for they had ministered and still did
minister to the saints of Gob, as saints of Gop. An account of which
we have, Chap. x. 32.t0end, and which is spoken as the effcct of their
early days conversion. Ibeg the Reader to turn to that Chapter, in
proof. So that upon the whole, however low the waters of the sanc-
tuary then ran to their view, for their comfort, yet they were in
grace, and the Lorp considered them as such, and charged them to
be no longer slothful, but followers of them, who through fuith and
patience inherit the promises. :

And now, my brother, in summing up the whole, I commend you
to the grace of Gop, wherein (if in regeneration) you stand, that you
may rejoice in hope of the glory of Gob. .Painful and humbling as it
is to a child of Gop, to feel such continual deadness of soul, such
coldness of affection, the little growth in grace, yea, as it sometimes
appears to you, rather growing imperfections, and under which you
groan continually ; nevertheless, these all differ from professing hypo-
erites, Such.never groan, for they never felt the plague of their own
heart, neither entered in by the door into the sheeptold. John x. 1.
And, therefore, when at any time you behold such.meteors in the
professing Church, and see the blaze of their supposed gifts and
talents, either as preachers or hearers, and then are tempted to draw
conclusions enfavorable to yourself, from your long knowledge of the
Lorp, and your short comings; call to remembrance what Gop the
Houy Grost hath here taught, and wait and see the end of those:
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men. Oh! how suddenly do they consume, perish, and come to a
Jearful end! But the salvation of the righteous is- of the Lorp;
he is their strength in time of trouble. And the Loxp shall help them
and deliver them : he shall deliver them from the wicked, and save
them, because they trust in him. Psm. xxxvii. 39, 40.

13 For when God made promise to Abraham,
because he could sware by no greater, he sware by
himself, .

14 Saying, surely blessing I will bless thee, and
multiplying I will multiply thee. -

15 And so, after he had patiently endured, he
obtained the promise. - '

16 For men verily sware by the greater: andan
oath for confirmation ¢s to them an end of all strife.

17 Wherein God, willing more abundantly to
shew unto the heirs of promise the immutability of
his counsel, confirmed it by an oath.

18 That by two immutable things, in which 7z
was impossible for God to lie, we might have a
strong consolation, who have fled for refuge to lay.
hold upon the hope set before us: ; :

19 Which hope we have as an anchor of the
soul, both sure and stedfast, and which entereth
into that within the vail’;

20 Whither the forerunner is for us entered,
even Jesus, made an high priest for ever, after the
order of Melchisedec. B

In thismost blessed portion, we have the same glorious truths con-
firmed to us, as in the former. Indeed, as I before observed, it
should seem, that Gop the Hovy Grosr intended this precious chaps
ter to answer the double purpose, that while dashing to the ground
all the presumptuous hopes of mere professors and hypocrites; he
might teach the Church to rest their confidence, not in their attain-
ments, but in the divine faithfulness. Itis blessed to observe, how
the Lorp delights in reminding his people of his word and his oath
to Abrakam. " For as Christ was sworn into his office by oath, before
the world began ; so Curist, when beginning to manifest himself in
his priestly office, did it with an oath. Compare Psm. cx. 4. with Gen.
%xxil. 16, 17. 'That this was Carist, who made oath to dbrakam, is
unquestionable, for he - is called the Angel of the Lorb, . or the Mes-
senger of the Covenant, as Malachiiii. 1. And itis further blessed
to observe the sweetness of expression, because he could swear by ma
greater. Reader! what a proof is this, by the way, of the GopnEs®

Yor, 1L Kk
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of CuristT?. 'So the Lorp again speaks by his servant the Prophet
Isa, xlv. 23. compared with Philip.. ii. 10, 11. As Jenoyas, in his
threefold character of Person, can find no object of complacency and
delight but in himseif, in the image of the invisible Gop CarisT
JEsUs: so none to swear by, to confirm his purpeses and decrees con-
cerning the Church, but the same. Compare Matt. xvii, 3. with
2 Pet. 1. 16—18.

But we must not stop here. The fatherly love of Gob, in his most
gracious designs towards his Church in Curisr, is yet to be consi-
dered from this blessed Scripture. And, perhaps, there is not a por-
tion in the word of Gop more in point, to assure to us this first, and
eternal, and unchangeable purpose, will, and pleasure of JEnovam,
in his love to the Church, than in what is here said. It is blessed,
yea, very blessed, to ponder over it; and I pray the Reader to do it
most attentively, looking for divine teaching to make it profitable.

First. Let us observe what is first said: Wherein Gop willing
more abundantly to shew unto the heirs of promise the immutability of
his counsels, confirmed it by an oath. Pause, Reader! Think of Gop
the FaTner’s love, in this gracious, wonderful condescension. Was
it not enough, in our Gop and Faruer, to choose the Church in
Curist before the foundation of .the world, to be holy, and without
blame before him in love; to adopt the several members of Curist’s
body to himself, as children in Curist JEsus: Ephes. i. 4, 5, 6. to
Present them to Curist: John vii. 2. to accept them in CHrisT: to
redeem them by Carist: to regenerate them by his Hory Seirir;
and to give them the assurance of eternal life: I say, Was it not
enough,’ for that Gop who cannot lie, to manifest, by such rich, free,
and unmerited promises, his love of the Church in Carist; but as
if consulting the weakness, and infirmity of our faith, hath con-
firmed the whole by an oath? Well may we exclaim with the
Apostle: Behold ! what manner of love the Farner hath bestowed
upon us ? 1 Johniii. 1. Reader! do not overlook this fatherly love of
Gop. Here it is, at this great bottom, on which the whole super=-
structure of the Church in Carist rests; faith begins her trinmphs !

Secondly. In this precious view of the subject, observe the reason
Gop the Farner hath assigned, for this special act of grace, both in
promising, and confirming that promise with an oath, namely, that
the heirs of promise might see, and depend upon the immutability of
his counsel; that there is nothing fickle, or inconstant, in the mind
of Gop, towards his people; but that he is of one mind, and none
can change him: and, therefore, they might have a strong consola-
tion, who have taken refuge in a Covenant Gop in Curist. . Now,
Reader! beg of Gop the Almighty Promiser of such precious’things,
that you may have always grace, to believe in Him also, as an
Almighty Performer of such unspeakable mercy: and, as it is a
mercy which is wholly founded in Gop, and hath nothing to make it
sure, in the will or performance of man; you may give Gop the
credit of Gop, and never for a moment disbelieve the record which he
hath given of his Sox. 1 John v. 10—12. And, if these things are
trae, (as who will dare to question,) what must those men be about,
or how do they give us any testimonies of their being taught of Gob,
who would 'insinuate that the everlasting safety of the Church in
Carist is doubtful, and that the final perseverance of the saints is
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unseriptural, and highly dangerous? So then it appears, that Gop.
himself is willing, more abundantly, that the heirs of promise should
be firmly established, in the blessed consolation “of His sovereign,
‘and unchangeable will, and which he hath for that purpose made
sure by oath, for their eternal safety and happiness: and poor blind
man is unwilling Gop’s people, the heirs of promise, should depend
upon a refuge so sure, and certain! How traly awful such a conduct.

Thirdly. One precious point more remains to be noticed in this
very sweet portion, namely, the title by which the Lorp our Gob
and Faruer here calls his chosen the heirs of promise. The very
thought of this peculiar mark of Gop’s love, filled the heart of Paul
with holy joy. Hence, when to the Church he was drawing the
everlasting line of distinction between the children of the bond-woman, -
and the children of the free, he cried out, now we brethren, (said he,)
as Isaac was, are the children of promise. Gal.iv.28. And children of
promise indeed they are. Gop himself is the Farner, and the Al-
mighty Promiser of all their being, and well being in Curist. This
is their charter: I will be to them a Gop, and they shall be my people.

- Jer. xxxi. 33. Gop the Sox, is himself, in his Mediator-character,
the first promise in the Bible, and all the promises are in Him, yea,
and Amen. Gen. iii. 15. @ Cor. i. 20. And as CrrisT is the heir of all
things, so they are heirs of Gop, by reasori of their being chosen
in Him, and having union with Him, and joint heirs with him. Heb.
i.2. Gal. iv. 7. Rom. viii. 17. - Gop ‘the Hovrv Guosr, is himself
the Almighty Spirit of promise, whereby believers are sealed unto
the day of redemption. Ephes. i. 13, 14, Hence, the children of
Curist, whom Gop hath chosen in Him, and given to Him, are
heirs of promise, being conceived in the womb of promise, before
they were born of flesh. " John i. 13. Psm. cx. 3. 2 Tim. i 1.
Titusi. 1..James i. 18. And, as to eternal life, they are all the sure
heirs of this promise also, as in grace they are the sure possessors,
when born again of the HoLy GrosT, from the Adam-nature of sin and
corruption. See a string of the richest promises to this amount. Isa.
Ixvi. 8—14. ‘

I must not enlarge. But, did I dare to swell the pages of this Poor
Mar’s Comumentary, what an endless subject is here proposed in Gop
the Farurr’s purposes; CHRisT, our refuge, anchor, and sure abiding
place; and Gop the SeiriT opening to our faith a view of Him, our

~ forerunner, even JEsus, entered within the vail, haying taken pos-
session of the promised inheritance, inthe name, and for the persons
of all the heirs of promise. But I must shut up this Chapter. Views
of Melchizedec will meet us jn the next. And the Lorp pardon the
defects in the Commentary on this; and bless what is offered, as far as
is agreeable to his truths, and the Reader’s profit, in Jrsvs CHrisT,

Amen. ‘

e R ———ed

REFLECTIONS.

CaLLED upon as the Church is, in this Chapter, to leaye behind first
principles in the awakening of the soul to the convictions of sin, and
having then but slight views of Carrst, let us geek from Gop the
SeiriT, that growth in grace which marks those who have long
known the Lorp, and long found our own nothingness in every
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thing out of CrrisT; that we may discover that life, and light, and
joy, are only in Curist; while deadness, darkness, and sorrow, are
in all we say or do. )

" But, Reader! while divine teaching infallibly leads every child of
Gonb into this conclusion, sooner or later, letno child of Gob be led
away, from the features of character Gop the HoLy Gurost hath here
drawn of hypocrites, to fancy that such distinguish him also. They
differ as wide as the east from the west. Gobp’s children are indeed
full of defects and unworthiness, and undeservings; nevertheless, they
are still children. The new spiritual life imparted to them in rege-
neration, however, to their view, at times appears hardly discerni-
ble, is in them @ well of water, springing up to everlusting life. But,
the unawakened nature of the hypocrite, amidst all appearance of
plentiful showers, is all outward and forming pools only, like Job’s
friends, prove deceitful, as the brook which in summer seasons dry
away.

R{ader! if so be the Lorp hath caused you to know his grace,
and by regeneration you are led to the precious discovery of being
an heir of promise, see here the unspeakable love of Gop, and his
willingness more abundantly, that his children shall live upon, and
rejoice in, the immutability of his counsel. Oh! the strength of that
consolation, founded in Gop the Faruer’s will! Jesus’s person,
blood, and righteousness, and the HoLy Grost’s regenerating, sanctify-
ing, and renewing mercy. Jusus! be thou the anchor of my soul,
both sure and stedfast! Not like the mariner’s anchor beneath, but
above ; not founded on any thing breakable, but in things which are
eternal. Not formed by the wisdom of men; but in the power of
Gop. Precious, precious JEsus! thou art the Rock of ages! Thy
work is perfect. Blessed, for ever blessed, be Gap, for Jesus
CHRrisT. 8

CHAP. VIL

\ CONTENTS.

Some Account of Melchizedec. Curist blessedly spoken of, under
his High Priestly Character, and the Excellency of his Person and
Office. '

T 'OR this Melchisedec, king of Salem, priest of

L the most high God, who met Abraham return-
ing from the slaughter of the kings, and blessed

him;

2 To whom also Abraham gave a tenth part of
all; first being by interpretation King of righte-
ousness, and after that also King of Salem, which
1s, King of peace ; ‘
3 Without father, without mother, without de-
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scent, having neither beginning of days, nor end
of life; but made like unto the Son of God ;
abideth a priest continually. N

4 Now consider how great this man was, unte
whom even the patriarch Abraham gave the tenth
of the spoils. ‘ S
5 And verily they that are of the sons of Levi,
who receive the office of the priesthood, have a
commandment to take tithes of the people accord-
ing to the law, that is, of their brethren, though
they come out of the loins of Abraham:

6 But he whose descent is not counted from
them received tithes of Abraham, and blessed
him that had the promises.

7 And without all contradiction the less is blessed
of the better. L ’

8 And here men that die receive tithes; but

there he receiveth them, of whom it is witnessed
that he liveth.

9 And as I may so say, Levi also, who receiveth
tithes, payed tithes in Abraham.

10 For he was yet in the loins of his father,
when Melchisedec met him.

The Hory Guost, by the Apostle, had more than once mentioned
this extraordinary person Melchizedec ; but now he enters into a more
particular account of him in this Chapter. He hath given us several
very leading characters in relation to his office, by way of illus-
trating the glorious Person, of whom he was a type, which are truly
interesting. And, although the Lorp hath been pleased to leave
some obscurity in-the subject who Melchizedec was, yet, there is
enough to call forth the warmest praises of the Church to Gop the
Hory Guosr, for an information which tends to raise our views of
the Lorp Jesus CurisT, in the most exalted and blessed manner.

The Lorp opens the Chapter with his name, Melchizedec, which
is a compound word from Melek, King, and Tkedek, Justice; and,
as the blessed Seirit himself hath rendered it, King of righteousness.
If the Reader hath my Poor Man’s Concordance by him, which was
lately published in Penny Numbers, he will find a particular account
of this name, Melchizedec.
~ The Lorp the SeiriT next proceeds to state the scriptural history,
which He had before given of Melchizedec, as in Gen. xiv. 18, &ec.
in which we behold him in his High Priestly office. See Gen. xiv. and
Commentary. And having thus introduced him to the Church, both
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by name and office, and described him as King of righteousness, and
King of peace; the Lorp adds one feature more concerning. the won-
ders of his Person, which had not been before mentioned, and which
raiseth the greatness of his character, beyond any being merely
human, for he saith, without futher, without mother, without descent,
having neither beginning of days, nor end of life; but made like unto
the Son of Gob, abideth a Priest continually. ~And now the Hory
Guost bids the. Church consider how great this man was,

It hath pleased the Lorp to throw a veil over the person of this
most extraordinary man, which must for ever preclude an absolute
decision concerning him, while the Church.is in her present time
state. But, as a type of JEsus, what is here said is abundant to give
the most satifying conviction, how infinitely great the Lorp JEsus
must be, to. whom a man, without father or mother, or beginning
of days, or end of life, only ministered but asa shadow. I will beg
the Reader’s consideration of the subject in this point of view, as of
all others the most profitable. '

Amidst all the obscurity we meet in this account of Melchizedec,
if he be considered as a type of Curist, nothing could have been
so happily chosen for that representation. He is deelared to be
greater than Abrakam, with whom the promises of the Covenant were
deposited. He is said to be greater than daron : for he was not only
priest of the most High Gop, before Aaron was born, but before the
Church of Isreael was formed. And as typical of Curist, Melchizedec
is set forth as no other type, in all the word of Gob is done, I mean
for the eternity of Crrist’s nature; for this could never have been
shadowed by any expressions like those which conceal Melchizedec’s
origin, in having nerther father, nor mother, beginning of days or
end of life. I wish the Reader to pay a more than ordinary attention
to this great point. : ‘

" Upon a subject of such vast moment, I desire never to speak de-
cidedly ; but rather propose, what I have to offer, in a way of ques-
tion, to the Reader’s own judgment. And hence I would ask, on the
supposition, Gop the HoLy GrosT really intended, that Melchizedec
should be a type of the Lorp JEsus Curist; how could he repre-
sent the eternity of Curist, in any form of words than in the very
words he hath chosen ? Without father, without mother, without de-
scent, having neither beginning of days, or end of life. In all the
types of Curist, which have relation to his offices, there is no ob-
scurity whatever. The Brazen Serpent, the Rock, the Manna, the
Passover : the morning and evening Lamb: the day of atonement;
all these are types and shadows, which have their accomplishment
in CHrist’s offices: and these, when explained by divine teaching,
open very clear, and decided demonstrations, to the several parts of
Curist’s offices, unto which they ministered. But here, where Gop
the HoLy Guost, would set forth to the Church, the eternity of
Curist’s Person ; there was no being, either man, or angel, whigi}
could in any way, or form whatever, prefigure Curist’s eterna
pature ; and therefore Melchizedec, shall typify the greatness and
superiority of his priesthood, beyond every other; but of his Person,
the eternity of his Being shall be shewn by a total silence, from
whence he sprung; and declaring him to have been without father,
without mother, without descent, having neither beginning of days,
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nor end of life. 1 beg once more the Reader to study the subject a
little closely. T do not (as I said before) wish to speak decidedly.
But on the presumption, Gop the Hory Grost did intend, to bring
forward this man Melckizedec, as a type of JEsus; let any one say,
how could the Lorp more fully imply by figure, the eternity of
the Son of Gob, acting as our High Priest? In all the records of
men we meet in scripture history, it is the invariable custom, to
introduce Persons, who are more eminently distinguished than others,
with - their genealogy, from father to son: and sometimés, this is car-
ried on through a long pedigree..  But hére, where the greatest
man among the Patriarchs which ever lived; greater than Abrakam,
greater than daron, and the Priest of the most high Gop is intro-
duced, we are told that he is without father, without mother, without
descent, having neither beginning of days, nor end of life. And where-~
fore this obscurity ? Is it not (I ask the question) because, in this
very instance, this greater than dbrakam, and all the Patriarchs, was
hereby to typify His Person, in the eternity of his nature, con-
cerning whom the Prophet, in after ages demanded ; A4nd who shall
declare his generation ? Tsaiah Hii. 8.

I pass by making any observations, on the several things spoken
ef, concerning the inferiority, implied in the Levitical priesthood.
For if the eternity of Carist, as here shadowed forth, be admitted,
all beside follow of course. Levi, receivingtythes, who paid tythes
in Abraham, is a beautiful thought, to represent the oneness of Carist,
and his people. TFor all the seed of Curisr, are in Curist virtu-
ally, and truly so, before they are brought to the knowledge of Curist,
as dAbraham did to Melchizedec. It is.a blessed point to have al-
ways in view, that by the antient and eternal settlements among the
Persons of the Gopueap; Curist and his seed, were from everlast-
ing One. - That- holy portion of human nature, which was to form
one with the divine nature of the Son of Gob, and thereby consti-
tute one Person, CrrisT, contained in it, the millions of the per-
sons of Curist’s seed, which were to arise out of it, to form CHrisT’s
mystical body, to all eternity. Hence it is said, that both He that
sanctifieth, and they that are sanctified are all of one. Heb. ii. 11,  So
that the seed of Crrist, before they are brought to lay hold of
Curist, are, (as Levi was, in the loins of Abrakam,) one with
Cuzrist, from all eternity. Jrsus could not have been the Head of
his body the Church, as Head, one moment before the body, as the
body : neither the everlasting Fatuer before he had children;
neither Hushand before the Church was his Wife. So very blessed
is the consideration of the eternity of Currs1’s Person; and his cha-
racter, and relation, as the Head of his body the Church ; the fulness
of him, which filleth all in all. Ephes. xxii, 23.

11 If therefore perfection were by the Levitical
riesthood, (for under it the people received the
{)aw,) what further need was there that another
priest should rise after the order of Melchisedec,
and not be called after the order of Aaron?
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12 For the priesthood being changed, there is
made of necessity a change also of the law.

13 For he of whom these things are spoken
pertaineth to another tribe, of which no man gave
attendance at the altar.

14 For it is evident that our Lord sprang out of
Juda; of which tribe Moses spake nothing con-
cerning priesthood. N

15 And it is yet far more evident: for that after
the similitude of Melchisedec, there ariseth another
priest.

16 Who is made, not after the law of a carnal
commandment, but after the power of an endless
life. :

17 For he testifieth, Thou art a priest for ever
after the order of Melchisedec. :

18 For there is verily a disannulling of the com-
mandment going before for the weakness and un-
profitableness thereof.

19 For the law made nothing perfect, but the
bringing in of a better hope did; by the which we
draw nigh unto God.

20 And inasmuch as not without an oath Ae was
made priest :

21 (For those priests were made without an
oath ; but this with an oath by him that said unto
him, The Lord sware and will not repent, Thou-
art a priest for ever after the order of Melchisedec :)

22 By so much was Jesus made a surety of a
better testament.

- 23 And they truly were many priests, because
they were not suffered to continue by reason of
death.

24 But this man, because he continueth ever,
hath an unchangeable priesthood,

So much having been said of Melchizedec, and his ministry, as
typical of Curist, by way of shewing the infinite greatness .of
Cumist’s Person ; and the infinite superiority of CuristT’s office of
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Priesthood to all other; the Chapter now takes up-the subject, in
shewing, the imperfection of the law, and the Priesthood, under that
dispensation, to answer the purpose of salvation; and which become,
as it was designed, to enhance the dignity of CarisT, and to shew the
vast importance of his office of Priesthood. Perfection was never
intended by the Levitical Priesthood, It was designed, but as a
shadow of good things to come. * The very nature of its service, car-
ried with it the fullest convietion, that it never could, as pertain-
ing to the conscience, make the comers thereunto™ perfect. The daily
use of it, manifested its weakness. And void of an eye ito some
substance, which it was supposed to prefigure, there ¢ould be no
-one affinity whatever, between the sin of a man, and the blood of
a beast. Hence the Apostle saith; the law made nothing perfect,
The ‘Sinner, the Levite, the Priest, and the whole service, coul
none of them derive sanctity, nor communicate sanctity by it. But
the whole, being simply an outward sign, or symbeol, of some more
important effect, shadowed forth its own imperfection ; the more fully
to introduce the substance, to which it referred. And. thus, as a
?re,liminary to the Gospel of Crrist, became very-useful in its way ;

or while it made nothing perfect, the bringing in of a better hope
did, by the which we draw nigh unto Goo.

-~ And not only the law, but the priests of the law, manifested their
insufficiency. No oath either introduced them at. the first, or after-
wards confirmed them, in their office. But Jesus’s consecration
had both. Moreover, the multitude of the daily Priests; and the
necessity of their succession, by reason of,deat_h, carried together
with both, the imperfection of their order. Whereas Curist, in the
eternity of his nature; and the perpetual, and unchanging quality of
his office ; demonstrated the truth of his having been called to it
by Him, who sware, and_could not repent, when he said to him, Thou
art a Priest for ever after the order of Melchizedec. Psm. cx. 4.

I must not trespass. But what a multitude of sweet. thoughts,
arise .out of this one view of Jrsus and the perfection of his Priest-
hood, as contrasted to the imperfection of the law, and the poverty,
and helplessness -of the Levitical priesthood? And again, how is
the whole heightened in the recollection, that the very appointment
of all before Curist was only shadowy representations; but his
the substance, to which they all ministered? And still more as*all

~were -but mere shadows, and Curist the one only matter of the
whole, his very Priesthood must be engaged to render the -whole
effectual. Curist had never been made an High Priest, -nor intro-
duced with such a world of solemnity, and importance inte it, but
with the fullest assurance, that all the purposes of his high adminis-
tration, must be accomplished. So infinitely precious, and so ever-
lastingly made sure, are the ends, for which Curist was made an
High Priest; and that not after the law of a carnal commandment,

but-after the power of an endless life.

25 Wherefore he is able also to save them to the
uttermost that come unto God by him, seéing he

ever liveth to make intercession for them.
Yor. IIL, L1
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26 For such an high priest became us, who is -
holy, harmless,-undefiled, separate from sinners,
and made higher than the heavens;

27 Who needeth not daily, as those high priests,
to offer up sacrifice, first for his own sins, and then
for the people’s: for this he did once, when he
offered up himself. | ‘

28 For the law maketh men high priests which
have infirmity ; but the word of the oath, which
was since the law, maketh the Son, who is conse-
crated for evermore,

" The opening of this paragraph, in what is said of Caris1’s ability-
to save; and which carries with it also his disposition to save, which
is the very nature of his office, and for which he was made High
Priest, is, without exception, one of the sweetest and most persuasive
of all possible arguments, to come to the pardon-office of JEsus CarisT:
The Almightiness of his Person; the efficacy of his sacrifice; the
unceasing, and everlasting nature of his office, as High Priest: and
the consciousness of his ever living, to see the whole rendered
effectual, in the offering he once made, for his people on the cross ;
what a strength of argument the whole brings with it, to lead the
Lorp’s people to his throne? And when it is said, that this salvation
of the Lorp JEsus, is to the uttermost; what is the uttermost?
Take in the greatest extent the imagination can conceive, to the
utmost horizon of thought, yet this ceaseth to be the uttermost, if
there be aught beyond it? And what a lift up this is to all the
discouragements of temptation ; all' heart-straitenings in prayer; all
coldness, deadness, wanderings, fears, unbelief, and the like. For it
is not, what the uttermost of our imagination makes it, but what that
uttermost in Gob’s view is, Not what we conceive of divine mercy;
but what that divine mercy can, and will shew, in displaying the
riches of grace? :

And if the first verse in this paragraph-is so full of sweetness
and persuasion, in the contemplation of Carist’s office to encourage
poor sensible sinners to come to Gop by Curist, how exceedingly
the argument is heightened, when to this is added, as the next verse
speaks, CHrist’s personal glory and greatness. For such an High
Priest became us, who s holy, harmless, undefiled, separate from
sinners, and made higher than the heavens. Was there ever any form
of words like these, brought together into one view to set up and
exalt, the glory of the Lorp Jesus, and to establish all the divine
qualities of his* essential, and mediatorial perfections? Surelyj the
man must be hoodwinked, and blind, to all the possibilities of
blindness, who can read this account of the Sonx of Gop in our nature,
and yet pause a moment, from concluding the Almightiness of his
character. So perfectly /oly, in the underived nature of that holiness,
a3 ‘to be holiness itself, in the abstract. So kgrmless, that no gui‘lq
was found in his mouth. 8o undefiled that no taint of evil could affect
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him : being in himself altogether pure. And so separate from sin-
ners, that though taking the nature of those he came to redeem, he
had none of their defilement; underived from the Adam corrupt
stock, but formed holy, and pure, by miraculous impregnation,
without the intervention of an human father; And made higher than
the heavens : that is higher than all the Angels, having, by inheri-
tance, obtained a more excellent namef%than they. And here I beg
the Reader to pause, and mark, the striking distinction in the Mediator-
character from that of Angels. The elect Angels are indeed sinless.
But they are in themselves capable of sinning. And that they are
‘preserved from sinning, is because they are elect. For as Angels
which were not elect have fallen! so their nature is thereby ;)rovéd
capable of falling. Hence we read, that Gob puts no trust in his
servants; and his Angels he charged with folly; Job. iv. 18. by
which is meant, a capability of sinning. So that the personal glory
of Curist, as Curist, isinfinitely beyond all creation ; yea, Curist
is the -source, and cause;, of the Angels being kept from sin; as
elect Angels in him. He himself is made higher than the heavens.
Reader ! do not overlook, or ever lose sight of CHrist, in this most
blessed view of his personal holiness and glory, :

And what follows, in the succeeding verses of the Chapter, have
yet*a further tendency to illustrate, and confirm the same most, pre-
cious, soul-reviving truth.  Who needeth not daily, as those high priests
did, to offer up\sacrifice, first for his own sins, and then for the peo-
ples’.  If men would, or could read their Bibles with an enlightened
eye, here they would behold that everlasting line of distinction, drawn-
between Carist and every other high Priest, as would silence in
endless darkness, the daring presumption of those wretched, and de-
luded men, who presume ‘to question the Goburap of Crmmist. If
Curist was so holy, harmless, and undefiled, that he needed no
offering, no sacrifice, no mediation for himself; can any thing more
fully express the divinity of his nature, than such an account by the
HoLy Guost? Surely he would have needed to-have made an
offering for himself, as well as for others, had he not as GopMan, been
all this as here described; for it was this personal holiness of nature,
which made all offerings for-himself useless, and gave such everlast-
ing merit and efficacy to the offering he once offered for others.
Heb. x. 14. :

One word more. . The close of this Chapter, is as interesting in
proof to this doctrine, as either of the precious verses' which went
before, and forms a delightful finish to the whole subject. For the
low maketh men high priests, which have infirmity. Yes! indeed, for
the law is obliged to make such men priests, if the law will have
high priests at all. They must offer blood for themselves first, and
then for the errors of the people. Heb.ix.7. And such high priests
bad all infirmity, yea sins. And they were many, not one; for they
were not able to continue, by reason of death. .So then, they were
sinners themselves, and they offered for sinners. Alas! what sins
of themselves, or of others, could their offerings take away ! Now
look to Jesus. The word of the oath made Curist the Son an High
Priest, and that for ever; yea, consecrated for evermore, an eternal,
unchangeable, unsinning priesthood. Psm. cx, 4, It is said to have

L12
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been since the law. Yes! the Levitical priesthood was formed to
shadow forth Curist’s priesthoed.  But Curist was a Priest in the
day he was begotten. Psm. ii.7. Heb. v. 5,6. And also, the Lamb
slain from the foundation of the world. Rev. xiii. 8. Nevertheless,
the public ministry of Curist’s priesthood, and sacrifice, was since
the law, when by the one offering of himself once offered, he perfected
Sor ever them that are sanctified. Heb. x. 14. But his Sonsnip, hath
been from everlasting, ~ And this was prior to his Priesthoed; and
both gave dignity, and efficacy to it. Reader! what a cloud of wit-
nesses have we to the Personal glory, and essential Divinity, of the
Son of Gop! And what then must be the eternal worth, and effis
cacy of all his Offices?

e SR e
REFLECTIONS.

Everrasting thanks be given to Gop the Hory Grosr, for this
miost sweet and precious Chapter. Never, surely, but for the Lorn
himself explaining to us in this portion of his holy word, what he had
before related concerning Melchizedec, in other parts of his revela-
tion ; should we have conceived suitable apprehensions on the subject.
But now, by his gracious condeseension, in saying so much as is here
related, of that Priest of the Most High Gop, do we behold the won-
ders of his Person, and Office, and the still greater Personage, to
whom all that went before ministered. Hail! thou great, thou Al-
mighty Melchizedec of thy People ? Truly, Lorp Jesus! thou hast
been sworn into thine office by Jemovan’s Oath; and well there~
from do I feel confidence to come unto thee, as the Lorp’s High .
Priest, and my High Priest for ever. Lorp! I desire grace, and
power, to do what is here commanded the Church, namely, to con-
sider, how great the Melchizedec was, whom Abrakam saw; and
therefrom to consider, how much greater my Lorp JEsus is, to
whom even Melchizedec acted but as a type and shadow !

Precious Lorp Jesus! thou art a Priest upon thy throne! Thou
Irast an unchangeable priesthood ! And indeed, and in trath, such an
High Priest as thou art, my poor sou! needed: One that can, and
will save to the uttermost, all that come to Gop by thee; and One
who is holy, harmless, undefiled, separate from sinners, and made
higher than the heavens. And, very sure I am, that though, in thy
personal glory, all this, and more, is thine; yet, amidst all the exa
altation of thy state, no change hath taken place in thy nature ;
Jxrsus, is Jesus still. The same lovely, and all-loving Jesus. Here
below, men that have infirmities are made ‘priests; but our JEsus
that is above, though touched with the feelings of our infirmities, yet,
in himself, he is separate from sinners, and made higher than the
heavens. He knows our frame by his own, though without sinj
and his priesthood s for ever. Lorp! take up my cause, for sure I
am, Ishall notthen fail; thou art consecrated for evermiore !
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CHAP. VIIL
CONTENTS. » ‘
We kave more, and more precious Views of the Lorp Jesus in this

Chapter. Curist the true tabernacle. Gop’s Covenant Love, secured
tn Curist, by Word and Ouath.

NO_W of the things which we have spoken zhis
N 45 the sum: We have sych an high priest,
who is set on the right hand of the throne of the
majesty in the heavens; '

2 A minister of the sanctuary, and of the true
tabernacle, which the Liord pitched, and not man.

I would not for the world knowingly strain a single word in scrip«
“ture, by way of making it speak more, or less, than is intended; but
I'would pause over these verses, and humbly ask, whether Gop the
Hory GHost; in the opening of this Chapter, did not mean to calt
the Church to behold Curist as the sum and substance of all reve
lation.? Let the Reader recollect, how blessedly the Howy Guosr
had been speaking, in the seven preceding Chapters, concerning.
€Curist.  Beginning in the first Chapter with proclamations of hig
eternal Power and GopmEap, then of his Mediator glories; and in
the second Chapter, of his. human nature; and in the following,
largely dwelling upon the many sweet, and endearing features of his
offices, and. particularly of his Priesthood: and, having followed
him from the time of having purged -our sins by himself, until he
held him forth as seated as @ Priest upon his throue, in glory.; the
Lorp the Seirit begins this Chapter in a form of words, such as can
hardly be found in the whole hoek of Gop. Now of the things {saith
the Loro) whick we have spoken this is the sum. As if the whole of
revelation was here brought into one view, in the Person of Cunist.
And no doubt it is.  For CurisT, as Carist, is the visible Jenovam
There ceuld have been no revelation of Jemovanm in his threefold
character of Person, but im, and by Him. He is come forth from
the bosom of the Faruer to declare him. Johni. 18. And, letthe
Reader further observe, how blessedly the HoLy GmosT represents
him, as having passed into the heavens, and there sat down, contrar
to the priests on earth, who always stood ministering, Chap. x. 11.
Numberless beauties are contained in this short verse. First. Jesus
being seated as the High Priest of his people, on the right hand of
the Majesty in the heavens, carries with it the most palpable con-
viction, that he hath by bimself purged our sins; and in proof, is
set down on the right hand of Gop. Secondly. It becomes no less
a praof, that Carist hath been accepted as our Surety in redemption,
or he never would have been received there. Curis1’s sitting down
on. the right hand of the Majesty in heaven, is in perfect confor-
mity to Gop’s word, and oath, 8it thouw on my right hand until T
‘make thine enemies thy footstool. Psm.cx. 1. John xvii. 4. Thirdly.
Having such an High Priest there, our Advocate, whom Gop the
Farnen hearsth alway ; the sanie becomes an. everlasting assurance,
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that all the concerns of his people, Jesus undertakes, and accoms
plisheth. No prayers can go unheard. No petitions remain unan-~
swered. And all the ascension-gifts he is purposely exalted to be~
stow, are as certain, and sure, as if they were already in hand.. Gop
the Hory Guosrt is come down, in confirmation, that Carist is gone
wp. He hath led captivity captive, and received gifts for men, yea,
Jor the rebellious, that the Lorp Gop might dwell among them. Psm.
Ixviii. 18.  And, lustly, to add no more; the sum and substance of
the whole scripture being to tell the Church, that He who was dead,
and is alive, and now liveth for evermore, and is on the throne of the
Majesty on high, is purposely there for his people, waiting to be
gracious, and delighted to be by them employed. So he appeared
to John, in his priestly vesture, dipped in blood, as if to say: See! I
-wear the vestments of office. Bring all your causes te me, and
Yeave all with confidence in my hand.

But we must not stop here. - He that is our High Priest, the Hovry
Guost adds, is also e Minister of the Sanctuary, and of the true} ta-
bernacle which the Louwp pitched, and not man. These offices also,
are special, personal offices, peculiarly belonging to our Lorp JEsus
CrrisT, and to no other, and in which his people have everlasting
concern. Thissanctuary is nota worldly sanctuary of carnal ordi-
nances; such as we read of Chap. ix. 1, 10. Neither is it an earthly
- sanctuary ; neither is it an heavenly one ; for then, it needed not to
have been said, which ¢he Lorp pitched and not man. For it is well
known, none but the Lorp is the maker of heaven. But by the
sanctuary, 1 should apprehend, is meant, the whole body of the
Church, whom CarisT, by the one offering of himself, once offered,
hath perfected for ever, as sanctified in himself. Psm. cxiv. 2. Isaiah
Ixiii. 18. And by the true tabernacle, which the Lorp pitched, and .
not man, can be meant no other, according to my view, than the
human nature of Curist, in whom dwelleth all the fulness of the Gop-
uEAD bodily. And I am the more inclined to this opinion, because,
all that is here said, is with the intention to magnify and exalt the
Lorp JEsus; by shewing, that all that was in the wilderness Church,
was designed, but as the shadows of good things to come, and that
all pointed to, and centered in Curist. Now, as the tabernacle in the
wilderness, -had frequently the Skechinak, or manifestation of the
divine presence in it; here, was a lively representation of the Son
of Gob, tabernacling in our nature, when ke became flesh, and dwelt
among us. And asthe tabernacle was but a poor building, -and to
eutward appearance, looking very wretched and mean; so the human
natare, in which the Sox of Gop tabernacled, was poor indeed, and
‘had nothing of beauty, that we should desire him. . :

But the greatest point in this description remains to be considered. .
It is said, that the Lorp pitched this true tabernacle, and not
man. Yes! The whole Persons of the GopHEAD co-operated in the
work. Gob the Farusr, prepared the body. So spake Curist by
the Sririr of prophecy. Compare Psm. xl. 6, 7. with Heb. x. 5.
Gop the Son took the nature of man upon him. Heb.ii. 14, 16.
And Gob the Hory Grost, formed that holy thing, so called. Luke
i. 35, Reader! do not hastily pass away, from the view of a sub-
ject so truly blessed. This true tabernacle which the Lorp pitched,
sud not man, is the only real temple, either in heaven, or on earth,
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for the divine residence.. The divine essence, may, in one sense, be
said to dwell every where; for, in the perfection of his Omnipre-
sence, he fills heaven and earth. And Gop dwells by the influences.
of his SpirIt in the hearts of his people. But it is not in either sense_
of this meaning, the tabernacle of the human nature of the Son of
Gop, is inhabited by the indwelling residence of JEHOVAH. It is
bodily in Camst, asfire in iron; essentially, personally, and eter-.
mally. Moreover, this is the only temple, Crrist’s body, for meeting .
with his people. Here, the Lorp comes to meet and bless them.
In him, the Lorp speaks to his people; and they to him. Oh! the
blessedness of this true tabernacle, which the Lorp pitched, and not
man. How ought the redeemed to delight in Curist, and to be,
always going to Crrist, It was the consciousness of this made David
cry out; One thing have I desired of the Lorp thar I'will seck afier ;.
that I may dwell in the house of the Lorp all the days of my life,.
20 behold the beauty of the Lorp, and to enquire in his temple. Psm.
xxvii. 4 Oh! for grace, to be often eyeing Curist, as the sum.
of the things the Hoiy Guosr hath here spoken. Such an High
Priest, set on the right hand of the throne of the Majesty in the
heavens. A minister of the sanctuary, and of the true tabernacle
which the Lorp pitched, and not man! g

3 For every high priest is ordained to offer gifts
and sacrifices ; wherefore it is of necessity that this
man have somewhat also to offer. o

4 For if he were on earth, he should not be a
priest, seeing that there are priests that offer gifts
according to the law: ’ g

In the close of the first of . these verses, I beg to ohserve, that
there is no word in the original for what our translators have ren-
dered man. And as the pronoun this might have been more pro~
perly connected with the word person, being more agreeable to the
analogy of faith, I confess that I preferit. The reading then will be,
wherefore it is of necessity, that this person have somewhat also te
offer. And this is true. As man, considered without an eye to the
GopuEaD, he had nothing equivalent to offer.  And, as Gov, without
respect to his manheod, he could not offer. But in the union of both,
as one person, Gop and Man, oh! what an offering did he make,
,wherflaby he hath perfected for ever them that are sunctified! Heb. Xo
10—14. , o

I have so largely dwelt on the blessed features of the Loxp Jesus in
his priestly office, in the preceding Chapters of this Epistle, that i
will be the less necessary to enlarge on them here. 1v is very true,
indeed, Gop the Hory Guost evidently takes pleasure in bringing
them continually forward., And what that matchless Teacher delights
in, we may well follow.. And.so I would indeed, if the limits of a
Poor Man’s Commentary admitted it. But as this is not the case, 1
rather refer the Reader to what hath been offered upon CHRIST's

priesthood, and particularly in the fifth Chapter, than swell the pre-
AENL pages. R
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But one point must be noticed here, as not being noticed before,
in relation to Cukist’s priesthood, namély, when it is-said, for if ke
were on eurth, he should not be a priest. This is a subject very
highly interesting to be considered, and which ought to be well un-
derstood. In the explaining of which, it will serve to throw no small
light on it, if we look back and observe, how the HoLy Gaost hath
throughout scripture, shadowed forth Curist in the law. When
the High Priest, on the day of atonement, had made the sacrifice
for the sins of the people, he entered with the blood into the holy
place. Levit. xvi. 2—15—34. And this is explained to the Church,
of what Gop the Hory Guost intended by it. Heb. ix. 6—12. and
Commentary. Now, then, had the High Priest, when making the
sacrifice, not gone into the holy place, the service would have been
incomplete. Hence, in like manner, if Curist, to whom this whole
service referred, remained on earth, after that he had made his soul.an
offering for sin, the presentation of it before Gop on the mercy-seat
would not have been compleat! It was one great part of his office
to carry up his blood to the throne, (the propitiatory,) asa full and
compleat propitiation. Having paid the ransom of his Church by his
blood, he virtually takes the price, the current coin of the merchant
with him to heaven, and puts it down upon the mercy-seat. Here

. was, in thre fullest sense of the words, offering ‘both gifts and the sa-
crifice for sin. And hence it is said, that the priests on earth serve
unto the example and shadow of heavenly things. '

And, moreover, it must be further added, that CrrisT’s priest-
hood, which, after the order of Melchizedec, was an everlasting
priesthood, could not have been accomplished had he temained on
earth, For, in this case, how would he have entered into heaven as
the forerunner of his people? How would he have gone as a public¢
head, and been placed above all principality and power? How
would ‘he have taken ‘possession of heaven in our name; and we, by
faith, beholding ourselves now raised up together, and made to sit
together with him in heavenly places, in Curist Jusus? Ephes.
ir. 6. Reader! do you not know what it is now, by faith, thus to
realize and substantiate things that are far off, and bring them nigh?
If your faith be the faith of Gop’s elect, the faith once delivered to
the saints, you cannot but know it by this divine property, which
the Hory Guost hath marked it by ; it is the substance of things hoped
Jor, the evidence of things not seen. For by it the Elders obtained a
good report. Heb. xi. 1, 2. True, indeed, you are not yet entered
upon the heavenly country. But, like them, you have seen it afar
off, and are persuaded of it, and have by faith embraced it. We seeno¢
et (saith the Apostle,) all things put under Jusus.. No! TFor he hath
wot yet made all his enemies kis footstool. This will take place at the
final retribution: of all things, when he shall see the travail of his soul,
and be satisfied. Isa. liii. 10. But, in the mean time, we see him
crowned with glory and honor ; and ourselves, by faith, crowned with
him, in the sure and certain expectation of it, when he will come to
take us home to himself, that where he is, there we may be also.
John xiv. 3.

5 Who serve unto the example and shadow of
heavenly things, as Moses was admonished of God
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when ‘he was about to make the tabernacle : for,
See, saith he, that thou make all things according
to the pattern shewed to thee in the mount.

-6 But now hath he obtained a more excellent
ministry, by how much also he is the mediator of
a better covenant, which was established upon
better promises. .

It is very blessed to behold how attentive the HoLy GrosT was, in
all his appointments relating to the Church in the wilderness, that
every thing should be the express pattern of Carist, and his Gospel
Church.. And, while it serves to teach us how infinitely important
the things themselves must be to which those shadows ministered ;
how sure is it also, that Gop the SririT was the Almighty Minister
then, as He is now. . : ' o

In relation to the better ministry of Curist, and the order of the
New Testament dispensation being established upon better promises,
every part and go;‘tion of the word of Gop most fully shews.” But
‘what I beg the Reader ‘more immediately to keep in view, and never
lose sight of, is this, that Jesus himself is the whole of the covenant.
So Jenovau declared him to be, Isa. xlix. 8. and so his people, when
regenerated of the HoLy Gmosrt, prove him ‘to-their soul’s comfort.
Jt was formed with JEsus in the eterrial counsels, before the world.
It was confirmed by JEsus, during the time-state ‘of his abode ‘on
‘earth, - To 'Him the whole was entrusted. By Him the whole hath
‘been fulfilled. 'All the blessings of it are in his ‘Almighty hands;
‘and from Him, all must flow of grace here, and glory hereafter, So
‘that the Lorp JEsus comprehends in his own Person, ‘as'Gop-Man
‘Mediator, the one, full, and ‘compleat covenant. He is the Mes-
senger, the Administrator, the Head, the Sum, the Substance ‘of the
‘whole. Precious Lorp Jesus! blessed be Gop, who hath given thee
for a covenant of the people ! ‘

7 For if that first covenant had been faultless,
then should no place have been sought for the
second. ; ' K

8 For finding fault with them, he saith, Behold,
‘the days come, saith the Lord, when I will make
a new covenant with the house of Israel, and with
‘the house of Judah :

9 Not according to the covenant that I made
with their fathers in the day when T took them by
the hand to lead them out of the land of Egypt;
because they continued not in my covenant, and 1
regarded them not, saith the Lord.

10 For this ¢s the covenant that I will make with

Vou. UI, M m
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the house of Israel after those days, saith the
Lord; I will put my laws into their mind, and
write them in their hearts: and I will be to thema
God, and they shall be to me a people :

11 And they shall not teach every man his
neighbour, and every man his brother, saying,
Know the Lord: for all shall know me from the
least to the greatest.

12 For I will be merciful to their unrighteous-

ness, and their sins and their iniquities will I re-
member no more.

13 In that he saith, A new covenant, he hath
made the first old. Now that which decayethand
waxeth old is ready to vanish away.

In order to have a clear apprehension of what is here said, it will
be necessary to attend to the words of scripture, simply as they are.
When the HoLy GHost speaks, as in this place, of a first covenant,
and a second; and of a new covenant, and an old; the Reader must
not suppose is meant, that the one differed from the other in sube
stance, or that any change had taken place in the mind of Gon.
Notso. There hath been from everlasting in reality but one and
the same covenant, namely, the Lorp Jesus Curist.  He is the sole
covenant of the people. Neither can his Gospel be called a new
revelation, differing from the Old Testament in sum and substance,
for the Gospel was preached to dbraham. Gal.iii.8. I have shewn
this, I hope, very clearly, in the Preface to this Poor Man’s Com-
mentary. But the meaning of this'most beautiful passage (which is
taken fromthe prophecy of Jeremiah xxxi.31—34.) is the spiritual
illustration of Gop’s covenant in Crist, in which the several agen-
cies of each glorious person of the Gopurap, are blessedly shewn
in the Farner’s electing, pardoning, justifying, accepting love ; Gop
the Sox’s betrothing, redeeming grace ; and Gob the Spimit’s quick-
ening, sanctifying, sealing mercy. And the blessed effects arising
from the whole are also here displayed, in the spiritual knowledge
which the whole Church of Gopn in Curist shall derive from the
latter-day dispensation. So much of divine light, and divine know-
ledge, shall be diffused by the openly tabernacling of the Son of
Gob in our nature, that from the highest to the lowest, and from
the least to the greatest, all the children shall know the Lorp ; and
that not in an hearsay or speculative apprehension of Gop, but a per-
sonal, spiritual, soul-enjoyment of Him. Gon shall be known in his
threefold character of Person, in the FaTuer’s love, the Son’s grace,
and the SeiriT’s fellowship, and in such a blessed way and manner,
as shall refrésh the whole Church, and raise up a revenue of glory
to the Lorp, Isa. liv. 13, John xiv, 23~27. /
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Reaper! is this indeed the sum and substance of what Gop the
HovLy Grost hath been blessing the Church with, in such gracious
teachings concerning ‘the Lorp Jesus; that He is gone into heaven,
and is set down on the right hand of the throne of Majesty : oh!
then, for grace to follow him thither by faith! For, as sure as Jesus
the Sox of Gob is gone there, so sure is He gone as the Head and
Husband, the Surety and Representative of his body the Church, .
the fulness that filleth all in all. Yes! He hath taken possession of
heaven itself in their name. And all his redeemed ones may al-
ready, by virtue of their union with Him, behold themselves by
faith, as raised up together with CmrisT, and made to sit together in
heavenly places tn Curist Jesus. Oh! glorious Jesus! Minister of
the Sanctuary, and of the true tabernacle, which the Lorp hath’
" pitched, and not man'! ) :

And blessed be Gop the HorLy Guost for this precious scripture !
We now see, through thy divine teaching, how needful it was for
our Lorp to go away. Had he remained on earth, though he had
made his soul an offering for sin, yet could he not have been a
priest. Yes! thou dear Lorp, itwas necessary that thou shouldest
priest it also for thy redeemed in heaven. Oh! Lorp the Seirir!:
give us grace to be always following our Jesus by faith, and em-
ploying our great High Priest with our daily prayers‘and praises,’
until we come to see him, as He is, and dwell with him for ever. -

Praises to our Gop and Farrer for his covenant Curist.. Oh!
may Gop the Faruer be to me a Gob in CHrist, and make me his
among his people. Oh! that Jesus, my Husband, may be to me my
unceasing High Priest, Advocate, and Intercessor. And Gobp the
Howy Guosrt, my Teacher, and the Glorifier of Jesus unto the day
of his coming !

CHAP. IX.

CONTENTS, : B

We have in this Chapter some Account of the Furniture of the Old
Tabernacle in the Wilderness. To this succeeds a most blessed Account
of Curist, whom the Hovy Guost meant to prefigure by this worldly
Sanctuary. ‘ : ’

THEN verily the first covenant had also ordi-
nances of divine service, and a worldly sanc--
tuary. .

2 For there was a tabernacle made; the first,
wherein was the candlestick, and the table, and
the shewbread ; which is called the sanctuary.

3 And after the second veil, the tabernacle
which is called the Holiest of . all; .

4 Which had the go]cgfn censer, and the ark of

m2 :
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the covenant overlaid round about with gold,
wherein was the golden pot that had manna, and
Aaron’s rod that budded, and the tables of the
covenant ; :

5 And over the cherubims of glory shadowing
the mercy-seat; of which we cannot now speak
particularly.

How gracious was it in Gop the Hory Guosr, to give the Church .
an account, as he hath here done, of the furniture of the tabernacle ;
and so blessedly explained the subject, as he hath hereafier done in
this chapter, .in relation to. Carist.. Oh'! the goodness and conde-
scension of Goo the Seirir! Truly was it said, by our dear Lorp,
concerning him, when teaching hisdisciples to be on the look out’
for his coming after Curist’s departure, ke shall not speak of himself, -
And where do we find the blessed Seirit speaking of himself? Bue,
he shall glorify. me, said Jesus. And, oh! Reader, how doth the
HoLy Guost indeed glorify my Lorp to my poor soul, when He
shews me more and more the plague of my own heart; and that
there is none.in heaven or earth that can bring a remedy for it, but
the Lorp Jesus Cugist?. John xvi. 13, 14. I do hope, before we
close this Chapter, both;the Writer and Reader (if it be the Lorp’s.
holy will) may find cause to raise a renewed monument of praise.to
the HovLvy Seim, for what He hath here revealed of all-precious
JEsus! :

. T desire the Reader, one by one, to observe the several articles
here enumerated, in what belonged to what is called the first cove-
nant. All were costly. And as all was of Gon’s own appointment in,
divine service, and yet were but typical and preparatory to the
Gospel Church of Curist, they serve the more to'shew of what vast
importance in Gob’s sight must have been, and still is, that glorious
dispensation by Curist, which was thus set forth with such a world
of attention? The first court, which was called the holy place, and
used in daily service, contained the candlestic, to intimate, perhaps,
that as the light there shining communicates brightness around, so
CurisT, in his Church, is the sole light of his Church. The zable,
which is said to have been made of Shittim-wood, Exod. xxv. 10,
and which was not liable to be worm-eaten, was perhaps typical of
the incorruptible nature of Curist’s humanity, which; though subject
to death, as the sacrifice for sin, yet not to. corruption. Psm. xvi.
And as a table is a place of fellowship in families, where the several
members partake of the same viands, it is probable that the Hovy
GuosT might intend to convey, by this representation, the .commu-
nion and ‘fellowship Curist and his members have with each other.
-All these were, in what was called the sanctuary, or holy place, to
distinguish ‘it both from the world without, and the: holy of holies
within, Here was performed all the ordinary service of the priests; in
their daily ministration. Curist must be the daily light, and life, and
food, and communion of his people. To Him do all his redeemed;
whom he hath made kings and priests to the FaTugr, daily come,
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and by him offer the sacrifice of praise to Gop continually, that is the
Jruit of our lips, giving thanks to his name. Heb. xiii. 15.

By the second vail is meant within the vail, for there was but one -
vail in the sanctoary, Exod. xxvi. 83. and which was rent in the mo-
ment of Curist’s death, to imply that all intervening obstructions,
which kept the people of Gon from the Lorp, was now done away
by that death. JEsus had then removed for ever the vail spread over
all nations. Isa. xxv. 6—8. Coloss. ii. 14. Hence the call to draw
nigh, Heb. x. 19—23. The furniture within this vail,»whfch was
called #he holy of holies, was, no doubt, highly significant also; but, ..
as the Apostle’s speaking of those things in full declared that he:
could not now speak particularly, so may we. That they were all:
typical, seems to be without all doubt, for the law itself was a shadow
of good things to come. But there is a certain obscurity thrown over
such things as are mot immediately necessary to be known, for wise.
and good purposes. We can, and do, through divine teaching, be=.
hold the figure of Curist, in the golden Censer: see Rev. viii 3, 4.
and in the Ark also, there could be no other than Curist intended,.
who is to all his elect as the Ark was to Noek, .into which the Pa.
triarch entered by faith. Hebrews xi. 7. The Po¢ that had manna,
which in its nature is so perishing, and yet so. wonderfully pre-:
served by this means, very strongly, and aptly represented Carisy,.
preserving our nature. And the Rod that budded, pointed to Him,
who is JErovan’s rod of strength, and-the everlasting bud, blossom,
and fruit of JEHOvVAR’s  eternal love, to .all his people for. ever.
Psm. cx. 2. The tables of the Covenant, perhaps had an allusion tae:
Gop’s New Testament dispensation, when Gop. promised to write:
them in the living tables of the heart of his people. Heb. viii. 10..
2:Cor. iii.-3. . And the Cherubim of glory, could mean no other than.
what from the first, at the gate of Eden, represented the glorious Per--
sons in Jeaovau, Through all the word of Gob it is plain; the Che-
rubim could have allusion to none but the Lorp. Reader! think with-
what a vast preparation the Gospel of Curist hath been ushered inj
and how infinitely important, therefore, it must be? Oh! for grace,
to contemplate more and more, the Person of the Lorp Jesus, in;
whom all centre, and who is the sum and sobstarice of all!

6 Now when these things were thus ordained,
the priests went always into the first tabernacle,
accomplishing the service of God. B o

7 But into the second went the high priest alone
once every year, not without blood, which he,
offered for himself, and for the errors of the.
people: _ . , :

8 The Holy Ghost this signifying, thatthe way.
into the holiest of all was not yet made manifest,
while as the first tabernacle was yet standing.

9 Which was a figure for the time then present,
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in which were offered both gifts and sacrifices, that
could not make him that did the service perfect,
as pertaining to the conscience ;

10 Which stood only in meats and drinks and
divers washings, and carnal ordinances, imposed
on them until the time of reformation.

I very earnestly beg the Reader to indulge me, with calling his
attention to what is here said of Gopo the HoLy Grost, which, in my
view, most decidedly shews, and to a demonstration, both the Person,
GopuEeaDp, and Ministry of the HovLy Guost; and -that it is He, who
all along, from the beginning, had been the Almighty Minister in
the Church of Gop; and now is the whole, and every part, both in
the ordination, and the efficiency of it, being from, and by Him.
And, as nothing can be equally important to the child of Gop, to be
always waiting on the Lorp the Spirir’s ministry, in an age when He
is so little known, and regarded, I crave permission to state what is
here said, with all that attention it so loudly demands. The Lorp
make the statement profitable, if it be strictly consistent with his
truth, to his people.

And, first. T desire the Reader to remark with me, the name by
which the Lorp the SeimiT is here mentioned, namely, the Hory
Guosrt, And let it be shewn, if it can, by any common sense argu-
ment whatever, wherefore a name, so defining personality, should be
given to any one, but under the idea of a Person? The Hovy Guost
1s here said to have a meaning in a certain appointment, and that ap-
pointment is fully confirming a will, design, and pleasure. The Hovyr
GHost this signifying.

. Secondly. 'The signification here spoken of, being in allusion to the
ordinances in thesanctuary service, could have been in the appoint-.
ment of none but Goo. The services must imply, that they were
Gob’s services. The priests and servants ministering in them, Gop’s
priests and servants; and consequently, the Lourp the Spirit, here
called by his special personal name, the Hory Grosrt, could be no
other than Gob.

Thirdly. The Hory Grost thus manifesting both his Person and
GopHEab ; the former by actions which could belong only to per-
sonality, and the latter in appointments of holy services, which be-
longed to none but Gop to appoint: so by those actions and appoint-
ments during the Old Testament dispensation, which began with the
Church, and shadowing events, which reached to the New Testament
dispensation in the days of the Gospel, and to extend to the latest
Period of time most plainly, and decidedly proved, that the personal
ministry ; of Goo the Hory Guosr, hath been all along exercised, and
that he hath uniformly presided over the Church, in all ages. So that
here is, in this blessed Scripture, the most full, and ample testimony,
to the Person, 'GopuEeap, and Ministry, of the Lorp the SeiriT. :

Istay not in this place to enquire into what is here said of the
Hory Guost’s signifying by those services his divine intention. This
meets us in all the shadows of his appointment, under the law, when
we discover them ministering to Curist, who is the substance of all.
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But I will in this place, with the Reader’s indulgence, take one mo-.
ment longer, just toadd to what has been said a short observation,
and which I hope will not be unsuited to the former, on the parti-
cular name, and title of Gop the HoLy GrosT.

Wherefore is Gop the Spmm specially, and personaﬂy, called
the HoLy Grost? I have often pondered the expression. 1t cannot
be, with the most distant intention, of implying, any thing more
holy in his nature, and essence than in the other Persons of the Gon-
neap. The whole three Persons are One, in nature, essence, and
perfections.  And hence it hath been supposed, and with good reason,
that the ascription of Holy, is trebled, in the hymns of Anve]s, and
the spirits of just men made perfect, on this account, when they cry
out. Holy, Holy, Holy, is the Lorp of hosts! Isaiah, vi. 8. Rev.liv. 8.
But it should seem, that this name is specially, and personally given
to the HoLy GuosT, in reference to his office- character,m the special
work of redemption. His office by regeneration is to quicken the
redeemed, and chosen, of the Lorp, from the death of sin, to a life
of holiness in Carist.” "And if so, what an endearedness of cha-
racter, doth it give to the souls of Gop’s people, concerning Gob the
HoLy Guosr? How precious doth the Lorp the Seirit appear on
this account ? And what a sanctity of conduct, ought it to induce in

our spirits, when we call to mind, that our bodzes are the temple of
the Hovy Guost which és in us ? 1 Cor. vi. 19,

11 But Christ being come an high priest of
good things to come, by a greater and more
“fect tabernacle, not made with hands, that is to
say, not of this building ;

12 Neither by the blood of goats and calves,
but by his own blood, he entéred in once into the
holy place, having obtained eternal redemptwn
Jor us.

13 For if the blood of bulls and of goats, and
the ashes of an heifer sprinkling the unclean, sanc-
tifieth to the purifying of the flesh:

14 How much more shall the blood of Chrlst
who through the eternal Spirit offered bimself
without spot to God, purge your conscience from
dead works to serve the living God?

-I did not detain the Reader, unden the view of the forevomg
verses to remark, how blessedly the HoLy GmosT, by those sha-
dowing representations, taught the Church, that all pointed to CHrist,
and in " him had their accomplishment; because I knew, that under this
paragraph we should be led to the consideration of the subject again,
and might therefore enter into it, somewhat more fully. “The dally
entrance of the Priests into the first tabernacle, and the yearly en«
trance of the High Priest into the second; were all typxcal of CHR!ST»
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Indeed without an eye to Him, the whole had no meaning. For
what could ‘those- Priests accomplish, or what virtue, or efficacy,
.could there be in the blood of goats, or calves, to take away sin?
But what grace is shewn, in the HoLy GuosT to the Church of Jesus
to keep up such.an unceasing remembrance of sin, and to hold forth,
such wonders as were to be manifested, in the Person and work of
Curist, by the sacrifice of himself.

Reader! ponder well the subject, for it is for your life. Observe,
Curist-hath obtained efernal redemption. And he hath entered with
it, by hisown blood into heaven. He hath carried it up with him
there, and on the mercy-seat, the propitiatory, paid it down in the
full current coin of heaven. Yea! He offered it, through the eternal
Seirit.  And he was justified by the Seirit, in the deed, by his resur-
rection from the dead. 1 Tim. iii. 16, And Gop our Faruer hath
confirmed it still more, as the Gobp of peace, which brought again
from the dead cur Lorp Jesus Curist, that great Shepherd of the
sheep, by the blood of -the everlasting Covenant. Heb. xiii. 20. Oh!
what strength, and energy, do those united views give, to the faith
of the redeemed, when pleading these precious things, before the
throne! '

15 And for this cause he is the mediator of the
new 'testament, that by means of death, for the
redemption of the transgressions zhat were under
the first testament, they which are called might
receive the promise of eternal inheritance.

16 For where a testament s, there must also of
necessity be the death of the testator.

17 For a testament s of force after men are
dead : otherwise it is of no strength at all while
the testator liveth.

18 Whereupon neither the first testament was
dedicated without blood.

19 For when Moses had spoken every precept
to all the people according to the law, he took the
blood of calves and of goats, with water, and
scarlet wool, and hyssop, and sprinkled both the
book, and all the people, *

20 Saying, This és the blood of the testament
which God hath injoined unto you. .

21 Moreover he sprinkled likewise with blood
both the tabernacle, and all the vessels of the mi
nistry, | -



CH. 1X.] HEBREWS. ) 273

22 And almost all things are by the law purged
with blood; and without shedding of blood is no
remission. - : ‘ :
23 It was therefore necessary that the patterns of
thingsin the heavens should be purified with these;
but the heavenly things themselves with better sa-
crifices than these. : -

‘We enter at the first of these verses, on a most interesting subject,
in which Curist is considered, as the Testator of all the blessings,
purchased by him in the Covenant, for his* people; and the Testa-
ment he hath made, in the blessings Covenanted for, of grace-here,
and glory for ever. I beg the Reader to attend to the subject, with'
that attention its importance demands. Crrist hath made his Tesa
tament or Will, in which all the several legacies are mentioned, in
relation to temporal, spiritual, and eternal blessings; the things
themselves are registeréd in the word of Gop; the blood of Carist
is said to be the purchase; Gob the Faruer is pledged for the pera
formance by word and oath; and is a party witness to the great
transaction; and Gop the SeiriT hath sealed the writings with his
broad seal of heaven, in the charter of grace. So that it hath every
confirmation to make it sure and binding. -

But as all testamentary writings become of force after meu are
dead, and are of no value before, CurisT the Testator to his Will,
dies also, to give efficacy to his. Aud as Crrist is both the Tes-
tator, Administrator, and Executor of his own Will; it became ne-
cessary that he should arise from the dead, and enter into glory,
that he might pay all the legacies himself, with his own hand. This
'was strikingly set forth, under the law, by the shedding of blood ; to
“intimate the Covenant or Testament being confirmed; and by the
sprinkling the blood, to intimate the application. Indeed here were
JSour djstinct services, in the Old Testament dispensation of shedding
of bloed, as one alone could not have set forth in shadowy represen-
tations, those several grand and momentous truths, in the death of
Curist. The first was that of the Passover. Exod. xii. teaching,
that Carist, our Puassoper is sacrificed for us, to deliver from the
wrath to come. 1 Thess. i. 10. But the Church of Carist, when in
the Adam-state of a fallen nature, needed somewhat more than a
deliverance from wrath; and therefore the atonement of sin, became
the second, and which was also shadowed out, in the great day of
the sin-offering. Levit. xvi. Here was shewn, how the Church being
delivered from wrath, was also brought into a state of reconciliation;
and favor, by the offering of the body of Carist. 2 Cor. v. 2l
But we must not stop here. For even a deliverance from wrath, and
an atonement for sin, to bring into reconciliation and favor, need also,
a qualification in the Lorp’s people, to partake of those rich mer-
cies. Our souls, while unregenerated by the Howry Spintr, and un-
sanctified in the Adam-nature, are not made meet partakers, of the
saints in light. Hence, a third service, in the Jewish Church, typified
the great blessings, to be enjoyed from the Losp Jesus in the Chris-

Vou. IIL Nn
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tian; and by the service of the slaying of one bird, and the flying
away of another in the air, was set forth, Curist giving himself for
his Church, that he might sanctify and cleanse it, with the washing
of water, by the word, and to present it to himself a glorious Church,
not having spot or wrinkle, or any such thing. And thus Carist
was set forth, by the sacrifice of the one bird, that was killed over
the running' water; and the Lorp’s entrance into heaven, in his own®
blood was also represented by the other bird being sprinkled with
blood, and being let loose in the open field. Compare Levit. xiv.
6, 7. with Ephes. v. 26, 27. And, lastly, as a ratification of the-
whole, this of the Testament, as here set forth, is in conformity to
the Lorp’s appointment under the law. Exod. xxiv. 8.

I will only detain the Reader, with a short observation on this
whole passage, just to remark, that if the Lorp Jesus Curist, thus,
died, to confirm and make sure, all his testamentary gifts to his.
Church and people, how necessary it must be, for every one of his
redeemed ohes, to prove their relationship to Carist, by which alone
they can lay claim to all the blessings of the Covenant. When
Curist was in the full prospect of death, he instituted the Holy
Supper, as a memorial to be observed. by his people for ever. And.
as he delivered them the sacred Cup, he said; This cup isthe new
testament in my blood. Take this, and divide it among yourselves.
Luke xxii. 17,19. Nothing could more strikingly illustrate, tham
the original institution of Moses sprinkling the book, and the people,
in the Old Testament dispensation, was, in direct allusion, to this of
Curist in the New, for Jesus hath nearly made use of the same
words, verse 20, It will be our mercy, if we can prove our heir-
ship in Cnrist, and our relationship o Crrist, for then, all the lega-,
cies Jesus hath left his Church are our own. Reader! see to it, that as
the Apostle saith, you make your calling and election sure; for so
all temporal, spiritual, and eternal blessings, are in CarisT, and from
Curist; and an entrance, shall be ministered unto us abundantly,
into the everlasting kingdom of our Loxp and Savior Jesus CHRIsST.

2 Pet. i, 10, 11. , »

24 For Christ is not entered into the holy places
made with hands, which are the figures of the
true; but into heaven itself, now to appear in the
presence of God for us: ) ‘

25 Nor yet that he should offer himself often,
as the high priest entereth into the holy place
every year with blood of others; .

26 For then must he often have suffered since
the foundation of the world; but now once in the
end of the world hath he appeared to put away
sin by the sacrifice of himself.

27 And as it is appointed unto men once to die,
hut after this the judgment:
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28 So Christ was once offered to bear the sins of
many; and unto them that look for him shall he
appear the second time without sin unto salvation.

* Nothing can be more satisfactory than the conviction, that Curist,
as our great Covenant Head and Surety, hath passed into heaven
itself, and is there as our Representative. So that in fact, we are
there with ‘him. So saith the Hory Gmost by Paul. Ephes. ii. 5, 6.
And this entrance into heaven, and sitting down on the right hand of
the Majesty on High, not only manifests the everlasting safety of his
people, but also proves the perfection of his obedience and sacrifice.
He needed not as those high priests, a remembrance again of sin
" every year. CHRIST’s one offering of himself once offered, hath per-
Fected for ever them that are sanctified. And it is this which every
regenerated child of Gop is to plead before the throne continually ;
for it answers the whole demand of the law,. silenceth all the accusa-
tions of Satan; is a satisfying reply to the alarms of conscience; and
forms a full receipt to all the claims of justice. And what a blessed
conclusion is made of the whole chapter. As death is the just sen~
tence pronounced by the Lorp on sin; and all men must partake
of it naturally; so Curist by his death, took away the penal
effects of death, in the spiritual and everlasting dominion of' it, for,
all his people, and to them that look for him by faith in the full as-
surance of his salvation; he will assuredly appear again to call home
his redeemed to himself, when he will personally come to be glos
rified .in his saints, and to be adpired in all that believe !

s

REFLECTIONS.

. On! the distinguishing wmercy, to which, by the coming of our
Lorp Jesus Curist, the Church is brought, in exchanging a worldly
‘sanctuary, and carnal orginances;, for the open displays of grace, in
the Person, work, blood-shedding, and righteousness of our adorable
_High Priest, who is the whole sum and substance of every thing
blessed ; and having, by his own blood, obtained eternal redemption
for us, is set down on the right hand of the Majesty on High.
Precious Lorp Jesus! thou art indeed the Testator of the New Tess
tament in thy blood. Thou hast ensured all the blessings of the
New Covenant tp thy people, And blessed be the Hory GrosrT, in
his Person, GopuEeap, gnd Ministry, for all his divine teaching, both
of the old Church, in type, and figure; and the new dispensation, in
sum and substance; and all of Curist JEsUS. e
“.Lorp Jesus! let thy sweet supper for ever refresh the souls of
thy redeemed, in the celebration of the New Testament in thy blood.
Let it be a continual feast upon .that one all-sufficient sacrifice,
whereby thou hast perfected for ever them that are sanctified. Oh!
let the consciousness of thy continually appearing for us, in the
presence of Gop, keep -our souls alive, in the, expectation of thy
coming, that we may look for thee the second time, without sin
unto salvation, C : S

Nnp2



CHAP. X

CONTENTS.

In this Chapter the Inefficacy of the Law, and the Syfficiency of the
Gospel are stated. The Lorp JEsus, is most blessedly represented;
under the Spirit of Prophecy, as coming for the Sulvation of his
People. The gracious Encouragement, of drawing nigh by his Blood.

OR the lawy having a shadow of good things to
A come, and not the very image of the things,
can never with those sacrifices which they offered
year by year continnally make the comers there-
unto perfect.

2 For then would they not have ceased to be
offered ? because that the worshippers once purged
should have had no more conscience of sins.

3 But in those sacrifices there is a remembrance
again made of sins every year.

4 For it is not possible that the blood of bulls
and of goats should take away sins.

I detain the Reader, at his entry on this most precious Chapter, to
beg of him to remark, with me, the striking expression, which the
HoLy Gaost is pleased to make use of, when he calls the Law a
shadow. TFor what is a shadow? " It cannot be formed, but from
some substance. -And the substance must be before the shadow. My
hand, or my body, placed between the light, and the earth, forms a
shadow. ~ But on the supposition, that either be removed, no‘shadow -
Yemains. ~ Now then, to apply thisto the subject of these verses. The
Law issaid 'to have been a shadow of good things to come. But the
very existence of the shadow, implied the pre-existence of the sub-
stance. And accordingly we find, Christ is said to be the Lamb
slain from the foundation of the world. Rev. xiii. 8. Hence, there-
fore, the Law acted as a shadow of this substance. And very evident
it is, that CarisT was set up from everlasting, and in all things he
hath the pre-eminence. But, Reader! think, if it be possible, how
infinitely great must be his Person; and how infinitely momentous
his redemption, introduced as both have been, in a way so wonderful,
and with such vast preparation ?

5 Wherefore when he cometh into the world,
he saith, Sacrifice and offering thou wouldest not,
but a body hast thou prepared me:

6 In burnt offerings and sacrifices for sin thou
hast had no pleasure. ,

7 Then said I, Lo, I come (in the volume of
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the book it is written of me,) to do thy will, O
God. S

8 Above when he said, Sacrifice and offering,
and burnt-offerings and offering for sin thou would-
est not, neither hadst pleasure therein; which are
offered by the law; o

9 Then said he, Lo, I come to do thy will, O
God. He taketh away the first, that he may
establish the second. , SR

10 By the which will we are sanctified through
the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for
all. . . R _

11 And every priest standeth daily ministering
and offering oftentimes the same sacrifices, which
can never take away sins: : .

12 But this man, after he had offered one sacri-
fice for sins, for ever sat down on the right hand
of God; - o , v B

13 From henceforth expecting till his enemies
be made his footstool. » s

14 For by one offering he hath perfected for ever
them that are sanctified. : .

It is hardly necessary for me to inform the Reader, that these words
were spoken before, under the spirit of prophecy, by the Lorp Jesus
Curist, in the 40th Psalm, and at least a thousand years before
“Curist’s incarnation. So infinitely interested Gop the Hovy Gmost
was, that the Church should always be on the look out for the Lorp
Jesus Curist, that from the moment of the Fall, when it was pro-
mised, that the seed of the woman should bruise the serpent’s Head,
and he the Heel; every part of scripture, more or less, is engaged to
celebrate the great event, and to admonish the Church with the expec-
tation of his coming. Hence, we find the Prophets with one voice, and
in the most lofty strain, speaking in' raptures of the Lorp’s coming.
The Patriarch dbrakam saw the day of Curjst afar off, rejoiced, and
was glad. Jacob spake of the Shiloh. David lived, and died in the
full assurance, that of his loins Curist should arise after the flesh.
Isaiah, under the same divine teaching, cried out to the Church;
Belold, your Gop will come and save you. Jeremiah, Micah, Zechas
riah, Malachi, yea, and all the Prophets. I stay not to quote pas-

sages from their inspired writings in proof, this would be almost
endless. '

But it is blessed to find the same preached in type and figure,
s well as proclaimed in prophecy. Carist saith,” a body hast thou
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prepared me; or, as the other scripture hath rendered the phrase,
mine ears hast thou opened, or digged; Psm. xI. 6. alluding to the
servant in Israel, who, when offering to serve his master for ever,
had his ear bored at -the :door post; and for the love he bore his -
master, and his wife and children, thereby declared himself to be his
servant for ever. Exod. xxi. 5, 6. What a sweet thought the whole
furnisheth! Crrist, as Gop-Man-Mediator, having betrothed him-
self to our nature, becomes the Surety, and Sponsor to JEHovaw, -for
the redemption of -his Wife and Children, the Church. Hence he
cries, Lo! I come to do thy will, O Gop! Mine ears hast thou
opened! Isaiah 1. 5. . E

I beg the Reader to pause over this blessed view, for it is blessed.
Through all the Old Testament Scripturé, we find the proclamation,
Lo! Icome. And we find the Church on the constant lock out for
CurisT’s coming, The Church is introduced as saying: It is the
voice of my Beloved ! behold he cometh, leaping upon the mountains,
skipping upon the hills. Songii. 8. Zech.ii, 10, 11. Hence, as
the time drew nearer, we are told, that there were some who departed
not from the temple night, nor day, waiting for the consolation of
Israel: Luke ii. 25, 37.  Yea, after CurisT actually came, the mes=
sage of John the Baptist is in proof, how universal the expectation
of the Lorp’s people was, when the question of enquiry was worded
so expressly to this individual Person: art thou he that should come,
or look we for another 2 Matt. xi. 3.

But, Reader! in contemplating the Lorp’s coming, in the days of
his flesh, for the accomplishment of redemption, let us not overlook
the Lorp’s coming nuw, by the sweet influences of his Sriri, to
make that redemption personally blessed to each soul. Jrsus comes
now in his word, and by his ordinances, providences, promises, mani-
festations; and in the many, numberless, nameless ways, by which he
maketh himself known to his people, otherwise than he doth to the
world. And, oh! what grace in kim, what joy to them ? And it
must be so. For there is a mutual connection between Jesus and his
people. His glory is their joy ; their happiness, his pleasure. While
he gives out grace, their soulsare made blessed in him. And when
they are everlastingly housed in his embraces in heaven; he sees the
travail of his soul, and is satisfied. It would be always well for every
regenerated child of Gobp to have this in view, for it would give
strength to his faith. When an exercised soul can say, My Gobn, my.
Savior will be glorified, when I am blessed in his salvation !

For the very delightful expressions, of the one offering of the body
of Jesus Curist once for all, and for the vast difference between the
priests under the Law, standing daily to minister, and Camwrist for
ever sitting down on the right hand of Gop, having obtained eternal
redemption for us; I refer to Chapter i. 3. where the subject is
already considered.

15 Whereof the Holy Ghost also is a witness to
us; for after that he had said before,

16 This 75 the covenant that I will make with
them after those days, saith the Lord, I will put
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my laws into their heart:s and in their minds will
I write them;

17 And their sins and m1qu1t1es will I remember
no more. |

18 Now where remlssmn of these is, tkere 5.N0 .
more offering for sin. :

Let the Reader particularly notice, how blessedly Gon the Hory .
Guosr is introduced in this passage, asa witness to thetruth of it. -
What a proof to his Being, Person, GopuEap, and Ministry ¢ Who
but a Person can be a witness? And who less than Gop can wit- .
ness to his own Covenant? Oh! the folly, as well as ingratitude of

such men, who reject the counsel of Gop against their own souls!
" And let not the Reader, at the same time, overlook the blessed truth,
to which Gop the HorLy Gmost bears witness. The Covenant of
grace, in the pardoning of sins, is made everlastingly secure in the:
blood of CHRIST CurisT hath redeemed his Church from the curse
of the law, being ‘made a curse for her. Gal.iii. 18: And, where
that redemption is, it is full, finished, and compleat There is no-

more offering . for sin, The sin of 'ihe Church is done away by

Carist.  How thenshall there be any more offering for what doth
not exist? And to this the Hory Guost himself is the witness.
Precious truth, and precnous witness, to the regenerated child of Gon!
‘Jeremiah 1, 20. Rom. viii. 1. .

19 Having therefore, br ethren, boldness to enter
into the holiest by the blood of Jesus,. - “

20 By a new and living way, which he hath
consecrated for us, through the veil, thatis to say

his flesh ;

GQ[ And havmo an high priest over the house of \
od ;

92 Let us draw near with a true heart in full

'assuran(,e of" faith, having our hearts sprinkled
from an evil consclence, dnd our bodies washed ,
with pure water, -

- 23 Let us hold fast the profesmon of our falth
without wavering; (for he s faithful that pro-
mised ;)

24 And let us consider one another to provoke
unto love and to good works:

25 Not forsaking the assembllng of ourselves
together, as the manner of some is; but exhorting
one another ; and so much the more, as ye see the
day approaching.
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These words: are the conclusion to the blessed doctrine going be-
fore. And they are so sweet, so gracious, so consolatory, and en-
couraging to every child of Gop, in, whose spirit the Seirit wit-
nésseth, by his regenerating, soul-renewing grace, that he hath in-
terest in the full remission of sins just before spoken of ; that I cannot
but beg the Reader to pause over what is said, and ponder them,
one by one. : ' «

First. The persons spoken to are brethren, yea, holy brethren,
as they are called. Chap. iii. 1. And, being one with Curist, and
interested in all belonging to Curist, in his communicable grace,
and glory; they are indeed holy in him. 1 Cor. i. 30.

Secondly. They are said to have boldness, to enter in. And this
ariseth from many causes. CHrisT’s oneness with the Farner, his
Suretyship-engagements also being fulfilled. His own personal en-
trance there, and also as our representative and forerunner, the com-
pleatness of his obedience and sacrifice, the ample reparation he hath
made both to law and justice, and the reward which his Church is en-
titled to, by, and in him; all these, give a boldness to the whole
brot‘herhoogof CHRIST.

Thirdly. 'The place of entrance, namely, into the holiest. The
Holy of Holies, in the Tabernacle, was a type of this. Curist is
gone into heaven, which this represented. And there, by faith, we
are not only commanded to follow him, butto come with boldness.
For, by virtue of their oneness with him, and redemption by him,
this is their final home, and their rest. JEesus declared before his
rgturn thither, that he only went before to prepare a place for them,
and that he would come and receive them to himself, that where he
was, there they inight be also. John xiv.3. Hence, in the lively
exercises of faith upon his Person, and their interest' in him, and
union with him, they are expected to come with continued boldness.
1 Pet. i. 5.

* Fourthly. And the way is most blessedly spoken’ of, in which
they are to come, namely, by the blood of JEsus. Reader! do
mark, how blessedly the subject riseth by gradation, higher and
higher. The blood of Jesus! This is the sole means, by which real
soul-felt communion with Gop in Curist, through the Seirit, can
be carried on, and enjoyed, Itis, orought to be, the soul’s daily,
hourly act of faith, upon the Person, and blood of Curist. There
can be no access, either here, or hereafter, butin, and by Him. He
hath opened this way to Gobp and the Faruzr, by his bloed. And he
ever liveta to keep it open, by his intercession. Qh! it is blessed,
most blessed, thus to approach. The Church in heaven, are repre-
sented as proclaiming aloud, in their hymns of praise, that this was
the way they found, of access to the throne. Thou wast slain, and
hast redeemed us to Gop by thy blood. TRev.v. 9.

Fifthly. The new and living way. Not ncw, as if the Old
Testament saints had not the same good old way. For CHRrisT was
set up from everlasting. And He is the Lamb slain from the foun-
dation of the world. But perhaps so called, because Curist had, in
fact, been newly slain; and his vesture, which John saw, dipped in
blood, as if flowing then fresh from his wounds. Rev.v.6. xix. 13:
And, it is probable, moreover, it may be here called a new way, in
distinetion to the old Covenant of Works under the Law, which this
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Epistle throughout had been all along shewing the incompetenéy of,
to bring sinners to Gop: Now here is a new, and it is a lwving
way ; for the Law killeth, but the Seirit giveth life. And JEsus
himself 1s the way, the truth, and the life. Oh! what sweetness,
what blessedness, what soul-encouraging strength, are in these words,
to a poor sinner, condemned in his own heart of sin?

Sixthly. 1t is also a consecrated way. Yes! For Him hath Gop the
Faruer sealed. John vi, 27. Pause, Reader, over this additional
argument of the most unanswerable persuasion, to come with bold-
ness to the mercy-seat. IHere is not only the blood of Jzsus, to give
confidence to his redeemed, in that it cleanseth from all sin: 1 John
i. 7. but here is JEnovan’s consecration of Cmrist; his own ap-
pointment, and authority. It is the very remedy of Gopn’s own pro-
viding. Gop himself is the Author, the Contriver of it. He it is,
that hath sworn Carist into his Office of High Priest, and Me-
diator. So that, when a poor sinner is led this way to Gob, by the
sweet guidings of the HoLy Guosr, he may well find boldness;
because the way he comes to Gop in Curist, is not only a righte-
ousness, and a sacrifice compleat and full, and answering to all the
demands of Gob’s righteous law; but because the remedy is Gopn’s
own. How can I possibly fail, (the poor sinner may say as he
comes to the throne with boldness,) when my Gop, and Farner,
hath- himself appointed it, accepted it, and commanded me, and
every poor awakened sinner, so to come?

Lastly, to add no more. What a thought is that, to every child of
‘Gop, to come, in addition to all that hath been said before, when his
drawing nigh is in, and through the vail of Curist’s flesh. Oh!
who shall speak the blessedness, or what heart here below shall
conceive, the thousandth part of that endless felicity, when we consider
that all our approaches to Gob is in, and through the human nature
of Curist; and all his manifestations to us, are through the same
medium ? Even in glory, the felicity of the Church must be height-
ened by this cause.. The brightness of celestial objects, and especi-
ally the revelations of Gob, in his threefold character of Person, will
be softened, and tempered to our apprehensions; ripened, and made
petfect, asthey then will be, through the vail of Curist’s flesh. And
both here and there, in grace, and glory, all that our Jesus makes
known to us, while they are the result of his infinite power and
Gopurap, will be naturally unfolded to us, to suit our capacities.
Infinite, large, eternal, they will be, because Curisr’s GobDHEAD
gives these properties to them, and such they will continue for ever.
But coming to us through the manhood of JEsus; this will so assi-
milate, and humanize them to our apprehension, and enjoyment, as
to give a double blessedness to every manifestation, of grace here,
and glory hereafter. Reader! behold then, with what strength of
‘persuasion it is, that we are here commanded by the HorLy Guosr,
when in a justified state in Curist, to come boldly to the throne,
in the blood and righteousness of CHrist, to grasp, and lay hold
fast of our profession, and to exhort one another in it !

26 For if we sin wilfully after that we have re-
ceived the knowledge of the truth, there remaineth

no more sacrifice for sins,
Vour. III, Oo
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27 But a certain fearful looking for of judg-
ment and fiery indignation, which shall devour the
adversaries.

I beg the Reader’s close régard to these verses, because, for want
of due attention, Gop’s dear children have sometimes, through the
weakness of their faith, and Satan’s temptations, been apt to mistake
the Lorp’s meaning. The Apostle by wilful sin, could not be sup-
posed to imply, the common sins, and infirmities of the brethren.
For in many things we offend all. James iii. 2. The just man (that
is, the justified believer in Curist,) falleth seven times, and riseth up
again. Prov. xxiv. 16. Yea, wilful sins against light and know-
ledge, are not the sin which the Apostle alluded to in this serip-
ture. Such there are in the best of men. Paul himself confessed,
that én his flesh dwelt no good thing. Rom. vii. throughout. And Dawid
hath left it upon record, that the transgression of the wicked said
within his lheart, that there was no fear of Gobv before his eyes:
Psm. xxxvi. 1. Nay, the Lorp’s own testimony to the same solemn
truth, is, that every imagination of the thoughts of man’s heart is
only evil continually. Gen. vi. 5. And the carnal mind, is not only
enmity ogainst Gop; but it is not subject to the law of Gob : neither
indeed can be. Let the Reader remark the strong emphasis of this
latter clause: neither indeed can be. Rom. viii. 7. Many read this
scripture as though it referred to the child of Gop before his rege-
neration. And there was a time, I confess, that I read it so too.
But I bless Gob, since he mercifully brought me more inte an ac-
quaintance with the plague of my own heart, and his grace, that I
have been taught better. I now see, that as the regeneration of the
spirit doth not regenerate the flesh, the body of sin and death remains
the same. That which is born of the flesh, is flesh. So Curist hath
said. And so I know. 1t is only that which is born of the SpiriT is
spirit. John iii. 6.  Hence, the carnal mind is carnal; neither gan it
be subject to the law of Gop, as the Hory Guost hath declared.
And it is only by the Seimir, that the deeds of the body are morti-
fied, and the soul lives. Rom. viii. 13. Hence, neither from the tes-
timony of scripture, neither Puul’s own personal experience, neither
the experience of the Lorp’s people, in all ages of the Church, could
"Paul mean by this expression to allude to, in the common sins and
infirmities of the brethren, whether involuntary errors, or those of a
more deliberate nature. ’

But, it is evident by the expression itself, there is intended some
one more special act of offence, in a wilful transgression. Let the
Reader observe, it is spoken of some one sin, not sins.  For, if we
sin wilfully, after that we have received the knowledge of the
truth, there remaineth no more sacrifice for sins. Hence it is plain,
that it was one special, particular sin, against the commission of which
" the Lorp the Hory Guost warned the Church. And when we con-
sider to whom this Epistle was especially written, and the circum-
stances of that people, we shall soon discover, under the Lozrp’s
teaching, what this wilful sin was to which the Lozrp alluded. But,
hefore we do this, let it be observed, that the expression itself, doth
not speak as of a sin donme, but if it were done. The Hebrews are
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not charged with doing it, only cautioned against it. I beg that this
also may be properly and fully attended to, in order that no false in-
ference may be made from it, and to which the scripture itself gives
not the least countenance, as if there was a possibility implied in it
of finally falling away from grace. ’ ‘

In order to a right apprehension of this passage, let it be first con-
sidered, that the Apostle is here writing to the Church of ‘the Hebrews;
that is, to persons who were brought up in ail the prejudices of
Jewish ideas, and of consequence had been in the habit of observing
all the sacrifices of the law. When, therefore, by regeneration,
they were gathered to the’Lorp, and had learnt the blessed truth,
that Curist, by the one offering of himself, once offered, had for
ever perfected them that are sanctified; a firmness of faith in this one
all-sufficient offering, ought to have kept them from having the least
dispesition to return to any of the sacrifices of the law. Neverthe-
less, as in this Church of Curist, made up of trye believers, there
were with them, as there is with us now, a visible professing Church
also, of men unregenerated ; the weak and fearful of Gop’s people
among them were tempted by such characters to suppose, thatthere
" could be no harm 'in observing the sacrifices of the law,and still to
look to Curist. To prevent this, and to shew the danger of such
conduct, the Apostle solemnly points out that such a wilful perver-
sion of the truth, in looking to the shadow, now the substance was
come, became virtually a denial of the full and compleat sacrifice
of Curist for sin; and therefore there remaineth no more sacrifice for
sins. I am inclined to think that this was the case in this church of
the Hebrews; and that this was the object had in view in this Scrip-
ture. We know thatit was so with the Church of Galatia, which
was composed of a mixture of Jews and Gentiles. See Gal. ji..iii.
and iv. Chapters. And we know that in our own day, too mahy
there are, who mingle law and Gospel; and but few, comparatively
speaking, who live’ wholly upon Carist, as the sole cause of justifi-
cation before Gop,

Secondly. Let it be further considered, that, in this Church of the
Hebrews, there must have been, as there always is in the purest con=
gregations upon earth, a number of mere nominal professors, who had
no part norlot in the matter. The real Church of Curist therefore,
was hereby taught how to discriminate the precioys from the vile. And
this became the more necessary, because, when the after-visitation
came, in the destruction of Jerusalem, the people of Gop might dis-
cover that a mere profession would not screen from the just judgment
of God. This certain fearful looking for of judgment and fiery indigna-
tion, actually took place at the memorable siege made upon Jerusalem,
agreeably to Curist’s prediction, when the Roman soldiers, under
Titus Vespasian’s army, burnt the City and the Temple, and destroyed
the people with the sword. It should seem-therefore very plainly
to be meant, that the wilful sin here spoken of, was that. special act
of considering the sacrifice of Curist, either not in itself sufficient for
salvation, or that it niight receive benefit by the addition of joining
with it an attention to the sacrifices under the law. And this transgres-
. sion is here pointed at, as wilfully departing from the faith, and thisis
done by way of preserving the real child ot Gop from being led away
by the temptation, and calling upon the Church to mark the sure de-

Oo2
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struction of mere nominal professors, in whose hearts no savmg act
of grace had been wrought by the HoLy Guosr.

28 He that despiseth Moses’ law died without
‘mercy under two or three witnesses :

29 Of how much sorer punishment, suppose ye,
shall he be thought worthy, who hath trodden
under foot the Son of God, and hath counted the
blood of the covenant, wherewith he was sancti-
fied, an unholy thing, and hath done desplte unto-
the Spmt of grace?.

30 For we know him that hath said, Vengeance:
belongeth unto me, I will recompense, saith the
Lord. And again, The Lord shall judge his
people.

31 Itis a fearful thing to fall into the hands of
the living God.

In following up the same subject, Paul here very strikingly re-
minds the Hebrews of the strictness of the law by Moses. And from
thence calls upon them to consider, how much more solemn, in the
final administration, must be that Gospel of Curist to which the law
ministered but as a shadow? And I beg the Reader to observe the
strong expressmn here used, of ¢reading under foot the Sox of Gob,
ang counting the blood of the covenant, “wherewith CHRIST was sancti-
Jied, an unholy thing, and doing despite to the Seirit of grace! I
would not presume to speak decidedly, but, upon the clearest testi-
monies of Scripture, concerning any portion of the Word of Gob;
but I would humbly ask, is there not in these solemn words, a plam
charge brought against all who are guilty of this crime, to the Person
and Offices of the Farnrr, Son, and HoLy Guost? To Gop the
FatHER, in treading under foot Gop’s dear SoN, in denying his au-
thority, whom Gob hath appointed, and sworn with an oath into his .
office. Psm. cx. To Gobp the Son also, in denying his GobrEeap, and
counting the blood of the Covenant, wherewith CurisT was sancti-
fied by all the Persons of the GopnEAD, an unholy thing! John x.
36. John xvii.. 19. Isa. xi. 2. Isa. Ixi. 1. Matt. iv. 1. And te Gop
the Hory GHOST, by whom Curist wrought his miracles, and through
whom he offered himself without spot to Gop, when he made his
soul an offering for sin. Chap. ix. 14. And what a trembling scrip-
ture follows ! Vengeance belongeth unto me ! Here needs no comment.
It is indeed a fearful thing to full into the hands of the lwzng Gop!

32 But call to remembrance the former: days, in
which, after ye were illuminated, ye endured a
great sight of afflictions;

33 Partly, whilst ye were made a gazing stock
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both by repfoaches and afflictions; and partly,
whilst ye became companions of them that were so
- used. :

34 For ye had compassion of me in my bonds,
and took joyfully the spoiling of your goods,
knowing in yourselves that ye have in heaven a
better and an enduring substance. ,

35 Cast not away therefore your confidence,
which hath great recompence of reward.

36 For ye have need of patience, that, after ye
have donie the will of God, ye might receive the
promise. ' v ’

37 For yet a little while, and he that shall come
will come, and will not tarry. '

38 Now the just shall live by faith : but if any
man draw back, my soul shall have no pleasure in
him.

39 But we are not of them who draw back unto:

perdition; but of them that believe to the saving
of the soul. '

I beg the Reader with all possible attention to observe, in confirma-
tion of all that I have been saying, that the HoLy Gnost is all
along in this Epistle comforting the Church, when drawing the line
of distinction between the real regenerated believers in Curist, and
mere nominal professors. An high flaming profession men mafy make,
as is stated Chapter the Sixth, where there is not an atom of grace.
But Gobp the SeiritT graciously teacheth his people how to estimate
© their different characters, by the testimonies the Lorp hath given

them. And I pray the Reader to observe how sweetly he comforts
them, by bidding them to mark the ground, which by grace they
had trodden. '

But call to remembrance (saith the kind Remembrancer of JEsus)
the former days, in which, after ye were tlluminated, ye endured a
great sight of afflictions. As if the Lorp had said, do ye not see,
and know, the certainty of your.high calling in Curist JEsus?
Have ye not got the richest testimonies of your new-birth character?
When ye were once illuminated, did ye not desire, as babes in
Curist, to be fed with the sincere milk of the word, that ye might grow
. thereby 2 And though things are low with you, in the present leanness

of soul, so that when ye ought to be teachers, ye have need to go over
again the first principles of the Oracles of Gobp; yet, call to remem-
brance the former days. There was a time, when your zeal provoked
veiry many. Ye were made a gazing stock yourselves; and ye were
companions of them that were so used. Yea, ye took joyfully the
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spoiling of your goods; from the well-grounded confidence that ye
then had, that if the Lorp permitted the enemy to turn ye out of
house and home, he would the sooner take you to himself in heaven.
Cast not away therefore your confidence which hath great recompense of
reward. ~Look forward! Jesus will soon come! And in the mean
time the just shall live by faith. As to those who draw back from a
mere profession, thisis, as was before known. They draw back from
lip-confession only, for they never had more, Head-knowledge is
no heart-renewing. Not falling from grace, for they never were in
grace, but falling from natural attainments, for they never rose higher.
Insuch, the Lorp JEsus hath no pleasure. But his children, his re-
deemed, the gift of his Farner, the purchase of his blood, and the
conquests of his Seirir; though they fall, yet not fall away, for the
Lorp wupholds them with his hand : Psm. xxxvii. 24. Though they
faint and draw back in the day of adversity, yet draw nof back unto
perdition, for they are still of them that belicve to the saving of the
soul! Reader! what saith your personal experience to these things ?”
Hath the Lorp the Hory Grost regenerated you from the Adam-
fall of a nature once dead in trespasses and sins? Can you look back
to the wormwood and the gall of that fallen state? Can you call to re-
membrance, as the Lorp here bids.his people, the former days, after
ye were illuminated? No man that hath passed from death to life,
can be ata loss to know the saving change. True! you have cause
to lament great leanness of soul. There is indeed in the best of
men, but toe much reason to be humbled to the dust before Gob,
for the small attainments and little progress made in divine life, But
the salvation of the Church doth not spring from any holiness wrought
in us, but from the work of Curist wrought for us. Not in our
brokenness of heart, but in Curist’s bruised and broken body on the
tree. It is indeed blessed, yea, very blessed, to feel and enjoy all
the gracious effects of the precious finished salvation of Curist; but
all we feel in thelively actings of faith, are but effects, and not the
cause. He is the sole Author and Finisher of salvation. It is a sad
consideration, that so many of Gov’s dear children, in the present
day, live below their privileges, by living upon what passeth from the
work of Gop the Seirit within them, instead of living wholly upon
what Curist’is to them ; and that their sanctification is 7z Him. John
xvii, 19. 1 Cor. 1. 30.
st PR TR B s
REFLECTIONS.

Precrous Lorb Jusus! how blessedly hast thou manifested in thy
Person, blood-shedding, and righteousness, that thou art the end of
the Law for righteousness, to every one that believeth; and that the
Jaw was but a shadow of good things to come, which never could,
neither ever was designed to make the comers therennto perfect.
Oh! for that sweet voice, Lo! I comec! to be heard daily, hourly,
in my soul, by the ear of faith, until I'see thee as thou art, and dwelil
with thee for ever. Come, Lorp, in thy SeimiT, in thine ordinances,
thy means of grace, and open my soul to receive -thee. Come,
Loxp, continually in the love-visits of thy mercy, until thou shalt
come in the glory of thy Majesty, to take me home to thyself, that
I may dwell with thee for ever!
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"Praised be Gop the HoLy Gmost for the many blessed things
contaimed in this delightful Chapter. Yes! Lorp!. through ‘thy
grace enabling us, we have boldness to enter into the holiest, by
the blood of JEsus. And under thy leadings and influences, thy
people, “are hereby distinguished, from those awful characters, in
this CurisT-despising generation, who tread under-foot the Sonx of
Gop, by deoying his Gopurap, the efficacy of his atoning blood,
the blood of the Covenant; and do despite unto the Spirit of grace.
Lorp! comfort thy poor little ones, in the faith, in giving them to
see, their adoption-character, and that they are not of them thas
draw back unto perdition, but of them that believe to the saving of
the soul!

CHAP. XIL

CONTENTS. V :

Here is the Record of 0ld Testament Saints, who lived and died,
triumphant in Faith. The sweet Assurance to New Testament Be-
licvers, that they, and all the Faithful, will together be made perfect
in JESUS. . -

NOW faith is the substance of things hoped

for, the evidence of things not seen. :
-2 For by it the elders obtained a good report.

- 3 Through faith we understand that the worlds

were framed by the word of God, so that things

which are seen were not made of things which do

appear. ' ,

The Church of Gop can never be sufficiently thankful to the Hovy
Guosr, for this most precious Chapter. It forms a compendium of
- the most blessed things, all leading to Jesus. The antient fathers of
the Church, were accustomed to call it, the book of Gop’s Martyrs.
And to be sure, it doth contain, some of the most precious things, by
which we are led to see, how it was they lived so strong in faith, and
died so triumphant. in hope, by the grace of Gop, being made per-
fect in their weakness. In order to enter into a proper apprehension
of the blessedness of that principle of faith, in which they were
made so strong by the Lorp; before that we look at the effects of it
in their lives, and deaths, as here recorded, it may not be amiss to
attend a little more closely to the Lorp’s own account of faith, as
stated in those words. .

© Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of
things not seen.  There is somewhat very striking in this account of
faith, as givén by the HovLy Guost himself. It is called by him a
substance, meaning; that the object the soul resteth on being sub-
stantially formed in the mind; and which, so realizeth that object
to view, as for the mind to become as perfectly assured of its ex-
istence and reality, as though seen. This is faith. And in this sense,
it 1s the substance of things which are at a distance ; but as perfectly
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alive to the soul; as though present to bodily sense. To explain
great things by small. I have a child, a friend, a relation, whom I
have never seen, and living at a distance from me. But I am con-
tinually receiving tokens from him by message, or by letter, both
of his existence, and his-affection towards me. Now, though I have
never seen him, yet I no more doubt of his being and existence, than
my own. I therefore substantiate, and realize in my mind, this
certainty ; and Iam actuated by it accordingly. Such, but in an
infinitely higher degiee, are the great objects of faith, in relation
to things supernatural, and unseen. I have received evidences upon
evidences; and love tokens multiplied with love tokens from Jesus
my Lorp. By faith, therefore, I substantiate, and realize all those
blessed things concerning Jusus. .And.it is.to.me substance. Jesus
saith, I will cause them that love me to ¢nherit substance, and I will
Jil their treasures. Prov. viii. 21. Hence, therefore, as the Apostle
saith, in relation to Jesus; Whom having not seen we love; in whom
though now we see him mnot, yet believing, we rejoice with joy un-
speakable, and full of glory; receiving the end of our fuith, even the
salvation of our souls. 1 Pet.i. 8,9, It was thus with the Patriarch
and boly men of old. Their faith needed not the presence of what
they believed in. Gob’s testimony concerning it was enough.. It
became therefore the substance of things hoped for; the evidence
of things not seen.
One word more concerning faith before we enter upon the blessed
history, contained in this glorious Chapter, of the fruitsand effects
- of it. " Faith is the gift of Gop. Philip.i. 29. Curist is the Author
and finisher of faith. Heb. xii. 2. - Hence it must follow, that what is
" Gon’s gift is not man’s merit; and therefore the glory of faith, in the
exergise of his people, is wholly the Lorp’s. It may perhaps appear
strange to some, when I say, that I consider faith as the act of Crrist
upon my soul, more than my act of dependance upon him. Paul
saith, and saith with truth, that his life of faith was not his, but the
Lorp’s. Hear his own words. The life (saith he). whick I now live in
the flesh, I live by the fuith of the Sox of Gop. Mark the expression.
- Not Paul’s life of faith in the Son of Gob, but the faith of the Sox
of. Gop. Gal.ii. 20. It is not Paul’s act upon Curist, but CHrisT’s
act upon him. And how is this proved? The life of faith, likeany
other life, is a life of receiving, not giving. Similar to animal life,
which is wholly kept up and preserved, by receiving food, air,
strength. These things are received to live upon. They are in-
comings, not out-goings. The incomings are first received, as the
cause. 'The out-goings are exercised as the effecz. Reader! if these
things are so, how doth it reduce, and bring low the pride of all our
attainments ? How forcibly come home the words of the Apostle, For
who maketh thee to differ from another ? And what hast thou that thou
-didst not receive ? 1 Cor. iv. 7.

4 By faith Abel offered unto God a more excel-
lent sacrifice than Cain, by which he obtained wit-
ness that he was righteous, God testifying of his
gifts: and by it he being dead yet speaketh.
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- The Hory Grost having first established the truth of the principle
of faith itself, and having shewn bd%ii\the nature of it, daiid the opera-
tion of it, in the properties induced by it, in the lives of the faithful;
now. proceeds to exemplify its gracious actings, in the lives of those
holy men of old, who by it obtained -a good réport. And the Lorn
begins with the history of the faith of dbel. And nothing surely can
be more strong and decisive, on the subject. The faith of Abel is
contrasted to the unbelief -of Cain. Both brought their offerings
to the Lorp. But the HorLy GuosT hath marked the vast difference.
‘Cain brought of the fruits of the earth, as one that considered
himself a Tenant to the Lorp; and no more. - He thought the' Lorp
was, as he undoubtedly is, both Lorp and Proprietor of all things.
And Cain acknowledged himas such, and brought his rent. Abel
‘brought of the firstlings of his flock, and offered in sacrifice as a
sinner. And'the Lorp had respect unto dbel, and his offering : but
unto Cain, and to his offering he had not respect. Gen. iv. 3, 5.
Now we should not have known, with that clearness we now do,
through divine teaching, what made the vast difference, in those
men, and the Lorp’s different acceptance of their Persons and
offerings; but from Gop the Seirit’s teaching, in this holy scripture.
But when the Lorp saith, that it was by faith dbel offered a moré
excellent sacrifice than Cain, we discover the reason. . Abel had an
eye, by faith, to Curist the Promised Seed. Abel knew himiself to
be a sinner, sprung from the fallen race of Adam, and therefore came
with the firstlings of his flock, in token of his ‘conscious sin, and that
he looked wholly for acceptance in' the blood of Curist. Cain in
his offering, had respect only to Gob as a Creator, neither confess-
ing himself" as a sinner, or as one needing a Redeemer; and, theres
fore, was the first Deist the world ever knew. Herce thé Lorp
had respect to Abel and his offering; but to Cain, he had not re-
spect. Hence also, the blessed testimony here given, by the HoLy
Guost to Abel, and the rejection of Cain. Arnd though so many
ages have passed since those events took place, yet are they still'in,
relation before us. ~ Abel, though dead, yet speakethi. :

5By faith Enoch was translated that he should
not see death; and was not found, because God
had translated him: for before his translation he
had this testimony, that he pleased God.

6 But without faith 4 ¢ impossible to please
him : for he that cometh to God must believe that
he 1s, and that he is a rewarder of them that dili-
gently seek him. ’

To the account of the illustriotis faith of Abel, the Hory Grosr
next brings forward his testimony to that of Enoch, the seventh
from Adam, as Jude calls him. Jude 14. By which he meant not
.the seventh Person, or the seventh Man, but the seventh generation

from Adam, in the line of the Promised Seed. Adam, Sheth, Enosh,
Kenan, Mahalaleel, Jered, Enoch. See 1 Chren. 1—3. It could -
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not be otherwise meant, for Cain had a son called Enoch. Gen. iv.
17—25. Respecting the translation of Enroch, from the account here

iven of it by the HoLy Guost, it is evident, that hisentrance into
the World of Spirits, was not by death in the ordinary way, but ag
Elijah, by translation. The Lorp simply relates the fact, and bears
honorable testimony to his faith. But the Lorp enlargeth on what is
more important for the Church to know, that such is the importance
of faith, that without it, there can be no real approach to Gob, either
in prayerx, or praise, or delight, or confidence, or joy.  Reader! how
blessed are those who know the Lorp, and walk in the light of his coune
genance. Psm. Ixxxix, 15. ’

7 By faith Noah, being warned of God of
things not seen as yet, moved with fear, prepared
an ark to the saving of his house; by the which
he condemned the world, and became heir of the
righteousness which is by faith,

Going on progressively, and according to due order, in a regular
succession of those holy men of old, the HoLy Guost here intro-
duceth to the Church the account of Nouk’s faith. I beg the Reader
to attend to some of the leading features of this great Patriarch’s cha-
racter. He is the first concerning whom grace isrecorded. The first
time we meet with that blessed word in the Bible, is in the instance
of Noah. And this at a time of universal corruption, when Gop
saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that every
imagination. of the thoughts of his heart was only cvil continually.
Gen. vi, 5. I desire the Reader to observe this. And I beg of him
tQ observe no less, that Noak was included in the same common cor-
xuption. For, when it is added, Bu¢ Nouh found grace in the eyes
of the Lorp, (verse 8.) had that grace been the result of Noad's
worth and excellency, grace would have lost its name, and grace,
as the Apostle sajth, would have been no more grace. Rom. xi. 6. This
is a great point to know. And the faith of Nouk is a confirmation
of it. And if the Reader will-trace the subject down from Noak,
to the latest account of the Church, he will find one uniform hisa
tory on this subject running through all. Observe the expression.
Nouh found grace. Gen. vi. 8. Where? Inm his own heart? No#
In the eyes of the Lorp. And hence we read what Gop said to Noak,
But with thee will I establish my covenant., Gen. vi. 18." So that the
very first mention made of grace, or covenant grace as the cause, and
the covenant as the effect, are in the instance of Noak. And what is it
but the same through all the Bible? Thou kast found grace (said the
Lorp to Moses in after ages,) in my sight, and I know thee by name.
Exod. xxxiii. 17. Fear not, Mary, (said the Angel to her;) for thow
hast found favor with Gob. Lukei. 30. Go thy way, (said the Lorp
to Ananias concerning Paul,) for he is a chosen wvessel unio me,
Acts ix. 15. The whole subject of every thing that is blessed turns
on this hinge. Well, but say you, was not Noah a preacker of righte-
ousness, (2 Pet. il, 5.) and eminent by his faith, and by which he con-
demned the world, and became heir of the righteousness which is by
Jduith?  Yes! all these things are true; and the whole are so many
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blessed testimonies to the character of Noah. But then these are ail
no more than the effeces of the first predisposing cause. They are all
to be traced to their fountain head and source, the grace Nou# found
in the eyes of the Lomp. This gave the biasto all that followed in the
life of the Patriarch. This was the first moving and predisposing
spring to all the machine. And which brings forward the Apostle’s
question, and carries with it, in the very bosom of the question, its
own answer, Who hath first given to the Lorp, and it shall be recoms
pensed again? Rom. xi. 35. So universally and individually true is
it said, and by the Lorp himself, of every child of Gob, I ain found
of them that sought me not. Isaiah lxv. 1. Reader! what is the
sweet application of those precious scriptures, as the subject concerng
you and me, but that we come boldly, in the name of JEsUs, o his
mercy-seat, and obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time of need.
Heb. iv. 16. :

8 By faith Abraham, when he was called to go
out into a place which he should after receive for
an inheritance, obeyed; and he went out, not
not knowing whither he went.

9 By faith he sojourned in the land of promise,
as in a strange country, dwelling in tabernacles
with Isaac and Jacob, the heirs with him of the
same proise : :

10 For he looked for a city which hath founda-
tions, whose builder and maker is God.

11 Through faith also Sara herself received
strength to conceive seed, and was delivered of a
child when she was past age, becanse she judged
him faithful who had promised. -

12 Therefore sprang there even of one, and him
as good as dead, so many as the stars of the sky in
multitude, and as the sand which is by the sea
shore innumerable,

How equally plain and blessed is the same doctrine concerning
the sovereignty of grace, in the instance of the great father of the
faithful, Abrakam ? For what was Abraham, when the Lorp first
called him? Surely, an idolater. And what prompted the Lorp to
call dbraham, but his own free, sovereign, and unmerited grace. Is
not every thing the Lorp said to this'man to the same amount asto
Noalk ? ~ He found grace in the eyes of the Lorp.. Fear not, dbram;
I am thy shield, and thy exceeding great reward. Gen.xv.1l. So
everlastingly true is that blessed seripture by John., If we love kim,
it is because he first loved us. 1 John iv, 19. And all the blessed con-
sequences resulting, in the lives and conduct of Sarak, Isaac¢, and
dJucob, were the fruits and effects; and neot in the smallest degres

: Pp2
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causes, or ministering to the first greatand only disposing cause, Gop’s
purpose, grace, and favor, leading on to the accomplishment of the
end intended. Reader! itis blsssed to behold the lives of the faith-
ful, bearing testimony ta Gob’s covenant truth and faithfulness.
But it is doubly blessed, to keep always in view the Lorp disposing -
all. While the eye of the Prophet was fixed in contemplation at:
beholding the whirlwind from the' north, and the complicated ma-
chine, wheel within wheel, moving on in endless revolvings; the
whole was too deep, and too much encompassed in perplexity for
his mind to understand. But, when the Lorp opened to his astonished
'view, One, like the Son of Man above, guiding all, the Lorp’s
glory became manifested. Ezek.i. 4—26.

It'is blessed, yea, very blessed, to behold the children-of Gop, in
every age of the Church, all marked with one and the same family
feature. They may be said, all of them, to sgjourn by faith in the
land of promise; for all the promises urc theirs in CurisT, by right
of inheritance; 2 Cor. i. 20. and yet, every country here below is
to them a strange. country. Micah ii. 10.  They dwell in the midse
of many people, as ¢ dew from the Lowrp, Micah v. 7. and yet they
dwell alone, and are not reckoned among the nations. Numb. xxiii. 9.
They sojourn in tabernacles which are moveable, liable, and expecting
every moment to be taken down, Heb, xiii. 14. and yet the eternal
Gob is their refuge, and underneath are the everlasting arms. Deut,
xxxiil. 27. :

13 These all died in faith, not having received
the promises, but having seen them afar off, and
were persuaded of them, and embraced them, and
confessed that they were strangers and pilgrims on
the earth.

14 For they that say such things declare plainly
that they seek a country.

.15 And truly, if they had been mindful of that
country from whence they came out, they might
have had opportunity to have returned.

16 But now they desire a better country, that is,
an heavenly : wherefore God 1s not ashamed to be
called their God: for he hath prepared for them a
city.

I pray the Reader to pause over these precious things contained
within the bosom of these verses. These all died in faith. After what
I have offered on the subject of faith, in the opening of this Chapter,
(to whigh I refer the Reader,) it will be unnecessary to dwell on
ihat feature of faith, which respects the death of the Lorp’s people.-
They died, as they had lived, in the act of believing. They subs,

stantiated things ‘of faith. They understood the things of Christ,
#s much as though they bad lived in the days of Cmrist, The
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work of Gop the Seirit, in convincing them of their need of CurisT,
was as fully felt, and known, in the conscious plague of their own
heart, as those on whom the HoLy GuosT descended, after the Lorp’s
ascension, and return to glory. Hence, what Curist said of One
suited and belonged to all, dbrakam saw my day afar off, rejoiced, and
was glad.  John viii. 56. - ) ‘

- And ‘I admire the very sweet, and gracious manner of expres-
sion, the HoLy Guost hath made use of, in proclaiming his honorable
approbation of their exercise of faith. Though they all died in faith,
vet, not having received the promises, but having seen them afar off,
and were persuaded of them, and embraced them. Hence, in after
-ages, the Lorp gave them this escutcheon to become their coat of
arms, as in life, so in death. They wll died in faith. This motto,
marked their princely royalty. And all the faithful in Carist Jesus
prove-their relationship to the same noble family, in wearing the same
crest and arms, from the herald’s.office of heaven. :

Reader! let us not dismiss the view of those holy men of old, be-
fore that we have examined our state by their’s, in the standard of
faith. They all lived, and died, before CarisT came. We all now
live, since CarisT came, finished redemption-work, and returned to

- glory. - They saw not Crrist in the flesh, but his day afar off. Ouwr
sight of Carist is the same. Whom having not seen we love. There
is this difference, indeed, which makes their faith so illustrious, in com~
parison’of ours: Curist’s day to them was afar off, and many hundred
years were to pass, before the fulness of time was to come, when CHrisT
should appear. Had they, therefore, reasoned with flesh and blood,
they might have staggered, as those now are so apt to do, which con-
sult it, and, through unbelief, live below their privileges. But it is
said of Abraham, in testimony of his reliance on:the promise, that
he was strong in faith, giving glory to Gop, and being fully per-
suaded, that what the Lorp had promised, he was able to perform.

Rom. iv. 20, 21, We have seen the Sox of Gob in our nature, accom-
plishing redemption by his blood; and, by the regenerating work of
Gop the Hovy GrosT on the heart, every child of Gop hath, in his
own person, a clear, and indisputable testimony, that Curist is re-
turned to glory, and hath sent down the HoLy Seirir upon his re-
deemed, in proof thereof. Hence, Old Testament saints, and New
Testament believers, are supposed to stand upon the same level, in
being persuaded of the assurance of the promises; and having ema
braced them, and confessed that they are strangers and pilgrims on
the earth. They desire a better country, that is, an heavenly: where-
fore, Gop 7s not ashamed to be called their Gob, for he hath pre-
pared for them a city. ] )

- Two or three points, will square this account, and enable the Church
of Gob in the present hour, to form judgment of the standard of their

faith, by the lives of those holy men of old. .

Firgt. The Lorp’s bringing them into an acquaintance with the
plague of their own heart, paved the way for the hearty and cordial
reception of CHrist, as the remedy of Gop’s own providing, for
the recovery of his Church from her fallen -state in Adam. And
here ‘every child of Gov, when taught of Gob, and regenerated by

the “Hovy Seirit, knows and feels the same. The corruption ol
pature, and the want of grace; the workings of sin, and the powers of
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divine love; a perfect conviction of a total ruin in the fisst ddam,
that is, of the earth, earthy ; and as perfect an assurance of a com-
pleat recovery by the Almighty salvation of the second Adum, even
the Lorp from heaven; these momentous traths, by sovereign grace,
are so powerfully brought home to the heart, and so in-wrought by
the Lorp’s'divine teaching, that every child of Gob, both in the ages
before Curist’s inearnation, and since, have one and the same fea-
ture of character to be known by, whose they are, and whom they
serve, in the Gospel of Gob. '

Secondly. 'The personal enjoyment each child of Gop hath, of
his union in CurisT, and interest with CaRrisT, becomes another tes-
timony, .in the experience of the faithful. For amidst all the cold-
ness and weakness of the Lorp’s people, in the present low estate of
the Church; still the Lorp hath not left himself without witness,
that he hath @ sced that serve him, and which are counted to the
Lorp for a generation. There are seasons, in which Jesus doth ma-
nifest himself to his people otherwise than he doth to the world.
They see him in his suitableness, in his all-sufficieney. They have
bread to eat, which the world knoweth not of. And the Lorp seme-
times conies so near in the manifestations of his love and favor, thas
they smell the sweet savor of his name, and feel a joy unspeckable,
and full of glory, receiving the end of their faith, even the salvation
of their souls.

And, lastly, to mention no more. The consciousness of the love
of JEsus, and, as Paul saith, the assurance, that Jesus loved me,
and gave himself for me, even when matters in ourselves are most
dark, and discouraging; these lift up the souls of the faithful above
all the things of time and sense, and induce a wise indifference to
the mere dying circumstances around, in the blessed prospect of that
eity which hath foundations, whose builder and maker is Gop. Reader!
Is this the faith of Gop’s people? And is it your faith also?

17 By faith Abraham, when he was tried, offered
up Isaac: and he that had received the promises

offered up his only begotten son,
18 Of whom it was said, That in Isaac shall thy

seed be called :
19 Accounting that God was able to raise him
up, even from the dead; from whence also he re-

ceived him in a figure.

Most illustrious as this instance of the Patriarch’s faith is, and
highly to Abraham’s honor, as Gop the Hory Grosrt hath recorded
it; I feel constrained to pass this view of it by, in order to attend to
what is infinitely more to be regarded init; I mean, in the typical
representation it was evidently intended to set forth, of the offering
of the Lorp Jesus Curist. It appears from the whole history,
that Curist, as the Mediator represented, was the visible JEnovan
here appointing Abrakam to this service. And in proof, let the
Reader remark, that in the original history of this solemn transac-
tion, while it is said in one verse, that Gop did tempt Abrakam to
the offering of his son: Gen. xxii. 1. in another it is said, that the
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Ange] as Gob, calleth to him from heaven, and said: By myself have
I sworn,” saith the Lorp, Gen. xxii. 15, 16. A plain proof, that it
was the Son of Gop in the representation of his mediator-character,
in the whole of this transaction. And indeed it could be no other,
for Carist is the visible Jemovan all along spoken of in the scrip~
ture. John i. 18. And the whole may serve to teach us, of what
infinite importance in the sight of JEHovAn, is that one offering of
the body of Jesus Curist once for all, which Gop the HoLy Guost
was pleased to shadow forth, from the very institution of sacrifices in
the garden of Eden, to the coming of Curist, by type and figure
through all the different periods of the world from age to age, in
order to teach the Church, that without shedding of blood, there was
%0 remission ; ‘and that the blood of CurisT alone cleanseth from all sin,

20 By faith Isaac blessed Jacob and Esau con-
cermn things to come.

y faith Jacob, when he was a dymg,
blessed both the sons of Joseph, and WOI‘Shlpped
leaning upon the top of his staff.

22 By faith Joseph, when he died, made men-
tion of the departing of the children of Israel:
and gave commandment concerning his bones.
23 By faith Moses, when he was born, was hid
three months of his parents, because they saw he
was a proper child; and they were not afraid of

“the king’s commandment.

24 By faith Moses, when he was come to years,
refused to be called the son of Pharaoh’s daughter,

25 Choosing rather to suffer affliction with the
people of God, then to enjoy the pleasures of sin
for a season; ,

26 Esteeming the reproach of Christ greater
riches than the treasures in Egypt : for he had re-
speet unto the recompence of the reward. =

27 By faith he forsook Egypt, not fearing the
wrath of the king: for he endured, as seemg him
WhO is invisible.

‘28 Through faith he kept the passover, and- the
sprml\lmg of blood, lest he that destroyed the
first-born should touch them.

29 By faith they passed through the Red-sea as
by dry lend : which the Egyptlans assaying to do
were drowned.
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30 By faith the walls of Jericho fell down, after
they were compassed about seven days,

31 By faith the harlot Rahab perished not with
them that believed not, when she had received the
spies with peace.

I must call to remembrance the limited design of this humble
work, and not indulge myself in entering upon every separate par-
ticular in relation to the actions of those illustrious champions of the
faith here recorded. But otherwise I might easilyshew, how strongly
entrenched the Lorp had made those ancient followers of the faith,
in this leading, and distinguishing article, of living upon Curist.
Surely, as Peter said of them, the Seirit of CHrist was in them, and
in all their acts, both in their public ministry, and private conver-
sation ; the two grand features of our Lorp’s life, and offices, they
embraced with an . ardor the most animated, namely, of the suffer-
ings of Carist, arnd the glory which should follow. 1 Pet. i. 11,
And,-both Curist in his Person, and Curist in his ministry, those
holy men, by the most lively actings of faith, were living upon, and
enjoying familiar communion with. All the Patriarchs, from dbraham
to Moses, lived in the daily exercise of faith upon Carist, and his
blood-shedding and righteousness. If Moses was hidden by his pa-
rents, it was by faith. If, conscious of his Hebrew birth by circum-
eision, which he could not but know, he refused to be called the Son
of Pharaok’s davghter; it was by faith. If be esteemed Curist, de-
spised Egypt, kept the passover, and the sprinkling of blood ; the
whole was by faith. All, and every act, became an act of faith, by
which the lives and deaths of those blood-bought, royal sons of Gop,
were so distinguished; and for which, the Hory Gurost hath handed
down their names with such honorable testimony, in the word of
Gop. Hence Jacob, when a-dying, exulted in the Covenant love,
and grace of Gop in Crrist, and cried out: I have waited for thy
salvation, O Lorp. Hence, Joseph, in the hour of death, looked to
Canaan, as the sure spot, where CurisT in after ages should come ;
and said, there let my bones be carried. = And Moses, in'his last fare-
well to Israel, sung his song concerning Him, my dweller in the
“bush. Deut. xxiii. 16. )

32 And what shall T more say? for the time
would fail me to tell of Gedeon, and of Barak,
and of Samson, and of Jephthae; of David also,
and Samuel, and of the prophets:

33 Who through faith subdued kingdoms,
wrought righteousness, obtained promises, stopped
the mouths of lions. .

34 Quenched the violence of fire, escaped the
edge of the sword, out of weakness were made
strong, waxed valiant in fight, turned to flight the
armies of the aliens,



‘cmx1]  HEBREWS. - a97

35 Women received their dead raised to life
‘again: and others were tortured, not accepting de-
liverance ; that they might obtain a better resur-
rection. ‘ ,

- 36 And others had trial of cruel mockings and
scourgings, yea, moreover of bonds and imprison-
ment: ‘

37 They were stoned, they were sawn asunder,
were tempted, were slain with the sword; they
wandered about in sheepskins and goatskins; being
destitute, afflicted, tormented; . :

38 (Of whom the world was not worthy : they
wandered in deserts, and iz mountains, and
dens and caves of the earth. - ‘

39 And these all, having obtained a good report
through faith, received not the promise. -

40 God having provided some better thing for
us, that they without us should not be made per-
fect.

It were to hold the small taper of the night to the sun, to offer any
~ observations upon what is included within these verses. Indeed, any
Comment would do .injury to the beautiful simplicity which runs
through the whole of what the HoLy Guost hath said. Every
verse, yea, every line, manifests what -an energy the whole must
have acted under, when their faith induced such wonders, and by
which such an holy perseverance was kept alive, under Carist, the
great Author and Finisher of faith, in such soul-living expectations.
They received not the promises. No! They needed them not in hand.
They lived on- them by faith. They had the same thing, namely, the
assurance of them. And, Reader! this is the most blessed, and distine
guishing feature of faith, when, in the absence of the promise, the
faithful can, and do live upon the promising Gop. Oh! it is blessed,
when at’any time matters are dark, and discouraging, still to hang
upon Gop the Almighty Promiser; when it is too dark even to see -
the promise itself, or to see how the Lorp will accomplish it. The, _
faithful follower of the Lorp hath nothing to do with either. It is
enough that the Lorp hath said it. And the child of Gop will say,
" it is the Loxzp’s concern, and not mine, how he will bring it to
pass. Inshort, the blessedness of the promise itself, and the assured
faithfulness of the Promiser; these are-all in which the faithful are
concerned. Ang, in every trying moment of the faithful, he hears
the same Almighty Speaker calling vpon him, to the same effect as
“the Lorp did to the Patriarch of old: Fear not, dbram, I am thy
shield, and thine exceeding great reward. - Gen. xv. 1. Reader! can
you set your Amen 1o these traths? '
Var. T 0n
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REFLECTIONS.

Bressep be Gop the Hory Guost, the Almighty Author of his
sacred Word, for this precious Chapter, which- he hath so graciously
given to the Church of Gop. Oh! for the. Lorp the Seirit, who
hath so freely caused such illustrious acts of his people to be re-
corded for the consolation of the faithful, to bless it to the faithful,
whenever, and wheresoever the Lorbp causeth it to be heard, or
read, in all the Churches of the saints. And oh! that amidst all the
awful circumstances of the present awful day, when, if the Son of
Gop should come, the question of our Lorp might be put forth,
with trembling apprehensions for the answer; will He find faith in
the earth ? oh! grant that there may be known by our Lorp, though
hidden from our imperfect view, a remnant according to the election
of grace, .both sons and daughters, who do not bow the knee to the
@mage of Baal!

Lorp Jesus! thou Almighty Author and Finisher of faith! do thou
increase our faith! Surely , Lorp! the gift is thine; faith is thine.
As none can first quicken, so none can keep alive his own soul. And,
as none can first create faith ; so none can exercise it, but by thee.
All our fresh springs are in thee. Yea, Lorp! Is not faith itself thine
act in the soul, and the whole result of thy grace upon the heart?
Precious Jesus! make thy redeemed now strong in the grace that is
in thyself; that we may be the followers of them, who inherit the pro-
mises.

Almighty Faruer! All the triumphs of faith begin in thy fatherly
love. Thy choice of the Church in Curist, and thy gift of the
Church to Curist, become the surest testimony of thine everlasting
love, which time, or eternity can shew. Oh! then, leta sense of it
silence for ever all the natural-Atheism, and unbelief, thy children
bring with them into the world, from the Adam-nature, in which we
are all born. Oh! gracious Gop and Farmer! let thy children
stand impressed with an unshaken, and steady assurance, that thau hast
not called thyself I AM, for nothing; but: that the very name, by
which thou hast been pleased to be made known to them, becomes
a confirmation of all thy promises. I AM will give both a being, and
an accomplishment, to all he hath said. Amen. Oh! then, like those
holy men in Carist gone before, grant that thy people may all live,
and when called upon, all die, in the faith of Gop’s elect. And both
4in life and death, in time, and to all eternity, bless the united Source
of all their mercies, Faruer, Son, and HorLy GrosT, now, and ever!
Amen. :

CHAP. XIL

CONTENTS.

The opening of this Chapter contains an earnest and an affectionate
Exhortation to the Church, from the View of the Faithful, which had
been given in the preceding Chapter, to be stedfasily looking unto JEsus.
To this succeeds a striking Account of the Difference between Mount

. Sinai and Mount Zion. :

W HEREFORE, seeing we also are com-
: passed about with so great a cloud of wit-
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nesses, let us lay aside every weight, and the sin
which doth so easily beset us, and let us run with
patience the race that is set before us, o
2-Looking unto Jesus the author and finisher
of our faith; who, for the joy that was set before
him, endured the cross, despising the shame, and
is set down at the right hand of the throne of
God. ~ :

Surely, there never was a more persuasive wherefore, neither a more
powerful motive to what the HoLy Guost hath here recommended, by
his servant the Apostle to the Church, than in following up the history
given before of the faithful Patriarchs in the preceding Chapter, with
holding forth the glorious Person of Carist in this; and making JEsus
what He really is, the whole of all arguments, and the sum and sub-
stance of every persuasion to a faithful life. Precious Lorp Jesus,
I would say, be it my portion so to look to thee, so to behold thee,
50 to hang upon thee with my whole heart, and soul, and affections, as
the dipha and Omega, the first and the last, and not only the Author
and Finisher of faith, but the Author and Finisher of salvation’; yea,
salvation itself, in all its blessedness, for time, and for eternity ! "

And, Reader, I pray you to pause with me over these words,
and consider their beauty. A cloud of witnesses we are said to be
encompassed with. And let it be remembered, that they are Gon’s
witnesses, which are the most honorable of all witnesses. They wite
ness to Goo the Faruer’s faithfulness, in his everlasting love to the
Church.  They witness to the Person, Goorrap, Offices, characters,
relations, redemption-work, and finished salvation of the Lorp Jesus
Curist. And they witness to the Person, GopxEap, and -Ministry, in
the regenerating, soul-quickening, soul-sustaining, and soul-comforting
influences of Gop the Hory Guost. Surrounded, therefore, with the
testimony of others, and enabled by grace to give in our own, to
those grand and momentous truths; the Lorp is looked unto to
strengthen them in their Christian warfare, and to lay aside the be-
setting ‘sin of unbelief, which cleaves to all men by nature, until
grace gives them new minds, and new hearts, to receive Gon’s tes-
timony of himself, and to run with patience the race that is hefore us;
cyeing JEsUs in every step of the way. And, oh! the blessedness of
thus' seeing the Sox by faith, and believing on him ! John vi. 40,
Seeing him, as One with the Farurr over all, Gop blessed for ever,
Seeing him as the Carist of Gob, the Sent of Gop, the Sealed of
Gob, full of grace and truth. And, in this blessed view of beholding
JEsus, when.He, who is the Author and Finisher of faith, gives faith,
to believe the record Gop hath given of his dear Sox. The regenerated
child of Gobp beholds him, and accepts him on his bended knees, in
~ boly joy and rapture, as Jegovau’s one, and only one appointment
and ordinance of salvation, on whom the soul may rest secure, for al]
the peace and happiness of the life that now i5, and that which is to
come.  Reader! just pause to ask your own heart, are yo'so look-
ing to Jesus? Is He, in your view, both the Author and Finisher of

Qa2
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faith? Many there are, who seem very willing to make him the du<
thor, but feel somewhat reluctant toaccept hinras the Finisher. And
what is this but pharisaical pride? I humbly cénceive, such men, if
under divine teaching, might soon learn the danger of this error.
Let them ask themselves this one simple question, How did I first look
to Jesus? Was it not as a poor, helpless, friéndless, needy, self-
condemned sinner? And have I any thing of my own now, to
recommend me any otherwise ? Let this question be fairly applied
to the heart, under divine teaching, and sure I am there will not
be a child of Gop upon earth, if truly taught of Gop, but what will
be then as ready to make Jesus as much the Finisker as the dutho?
both of his faith and salvation.

3 For consider him that endured such contra-
diction of sinners against himself, lest ye be wea-
ried and faint in your minds.

4 Ye have not yet resisted unto bleod, striving
against sin.

5 And ye have forgotten the exhortation which
speaketh unto you as unto children, My son, de-
spise not thou the chastening of the Lord, nor
faint when thou art rebuked of him : v

6 For whom the Lord loveth he chasteneth, and
scourgeth every son whom he receiveth. :

7 1f ye endure chastening, God dealeth with
you as with sons: for what son is he whom the
father chasteneth not ? '

8 But if ye be without chastisement whereof
all are partakers, then are ye bastards, and not sons.

O Furthermore, we have had fathers of our
flesh, which corrected us, and we give them reve-
rence: shall we not much rather be in subjection
unto the Father of spirits, and live?

10 For they verily fora few days chastened us
after their own pleasure : but he for our profit, that
we might be partakers of his holiness.

11 Now no chastening for the present seemeth
to be joyous, but grievous : nevertheless, afterward
it yielded the peaceable fruit of righteousness unto
them which are exercised thereby.

12 Wherefore lift up the hands which hang
down, and the feeble knees: :
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13 And make straight patls for your feet, lest
that which is lame be turned out of the way, but
let it rather be healed.

_ There is somewhat truly blessed in what is here said of the Lorn
Jesus, What joy could be set before him which could increase his
own joy, in the glories of his own essential power and GobrEap?
And if it be meant, the joy of giving everlasting happiness to
millions, in giving them a Being in himself, and a, blessedness of
being in himself abstracted from all personal interest, what a view
doth it give of the love of CurisT? Moreover, when we are en«
joined by the HoLy GHosT to consider Him, in order to prevent
our becoming faint under exercises, what an argument ariseth here«
from, to give confidencé to the soul, in the consideration, that as He
was, so are we in this world. And the argument runs thus : If Jesus,
for our sakes, endured such things against himself, what ought we to
endure, if needful, for ourselves. Oh! who Shall count the contu-
macy, reproach, and scorn, which the Son of Gob sustained, in his
Person, Offices, and characters, when he became man for our salva-
tion? How sweetly the Apostle argues from .t in-the next Chapter,
to go forth without the camp, bearing his reproach ? Chap, xiii. 13
And how sweetly he adds to this argument another; in that, though
some of them might, and would be called to suffering, yet hitherto
they had not. Reader! there is nothing so truly accommodating, té
-bring a child of Gop into a blessed frame of mind, when at any
time exercised with sufferings, as the consciousness of Crmist’s
sorrows. The path is made sacred, which we are called upon to walk
in, when we behold the footsteps in it of the Lord Jesus, and those
footsteps marked with blood. | ,

There is somewhat very affectionate and endearing in the applica-
tion of that passage from Prov. iii. 11. to the cases of the Lorp’s suf*
fering family. The character of a father, in the tendernessof one,

- is happily chosen, to represent the Fatuer of mercics, and the Gop
of all comfort. And the contrast, to the case of bastards, who are
disregarded by their father, as being ashamed to own children un-
lawfuily begotten, is as striking, to set forth the vast difference, be-
tween the children of the bond-woman, and the children of the free.
Reader! it is astonishing to observe, what a decided, and marked
attention, is uniformly observed through all the Bible, by way of
shewing the Church, the delight the Lorp takes, to. mark the pre-
«cious from the vile; and to instruct the Church, how to know him that
serveth Gop, from him that serveth him not.

14 Follow peace with all men, and holiness,
without which no man shall see the Lord ;

I wish the Reader to lock at this verse by itself, as so much pers
version hath been made of it, that it demands this attention. Follow
peace with all men. What peace? If it be supposed: t6 mean the
peace of Gobp in Curist, or Carist himself, who is our Peace; this
cahnot be a mere precept directed to all men; for all meén havé not
faith ; neither do all men follow peace, or Curist: neither is this
scriptate addressed to all men; but to the Church, who are supposed



302 - HEBREWS. [cH.xIL

to be following Curist, in the regeneration. And holiness. What
holiness? Not, as some have supposed, holiness in the creature,. for
there is none holy, no, not'one. And moreover, it would be in this
sense, a precept to follow iz, and not as if possessing it. The latter
part of the verse, in my view, explains the whole, when it is said,
without whick, no man shall see the Lorp. Now, the uniform lan-
guage of scripture is, that without CurisT, there can be no peace
with Gop; neither any approach to Gob, but in the holiness of Jesus.
No man, saith Curist, cometh to the FATHER but by me. John xiv. 6,
And our entrance into the holiest, is by the blood of Jesus; and in
him we have boldness to enter. Heb. x. 19, &c. Curist, therefore,
is our peace, by the blood of his cross; and through him we have
access by one SeimiT unto the Fatuer. Coloss. i. 20. Ephes. ii. 18,
Tlence, the Church, (and it is the Church all along in this Epistle which
is spoken to,) is called in one whole body to follow Carist, who is
both the peace, and the holiness of his people; and without whick,
no man shall see the Lorp. 1 Cor. 1. 30. Heb. vii. 26.

I5 Looking diligently, lest any man fail of the
grace of God; lest any root of bitterness spring-
mg up, trouble you, and thereby many be defiled ;

16 Lest there e any fornicator, or profane per-
son, as Esau, who for one morsel of meat sold
his birthright.

17 For ye know how that afterward, when he
would have inherited the blessing, he was rejected :
for he found no place of repentance, though he
sought it carefully with tears. :

In these verses we have the Church called upon, to behold the
safety of the Lorp’s people, by looking at the contrary character, in
such as have not, neither ever had, the grace of Gop. Here is an
earnestness recommended to the faithful, to look diligently in their
assemblies among the mere professors, which form, to public view,
part of the visible Church, but in reality do not, neither ever did
belong to it. Such are of the bitter root, which, by springing up, and
mingling with the true seed, like weeds in a garden, defile what is
pure. And the case is instanced, in the history of Eseu, who is here
called a profane Person, that is a reprobate. Malachii. 3. And this
reprobation is accounted for, in despising his birth-right, which in-
cluded Crrisr. Ience his rejection by the Lorp. And what wag
it he sought carefully with tears? Not Curigr, and the promised
blessing in him, but the earthly blessing, which his father had set-
tled upon his younger brother, in making him his lord. This was
what he sought carefully with tears, hoping, by his exceeding bitter
cries, to prevail upon his father to revoke this gift given to Jacob.
And which, indeed, though not revoked, he obtained, when Jqcob
soon after, was obliged to flee for his life, from his fury; not
returning again for many years. But the blessing of spiritual mercies
in Curist, even the promised seed, Esau neither sought for, nor
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regarded. Hence, it is said, ke found no place of repentance; or,
as the margin of the Bible more strongly expresses it, no way to
“change his mind ; though he sought it carefully with tears. Let the
Reader turn to the history, Gen. xxvii. throughout. Gen. xxvii. 5.
Reader! behold the repentance of Esau, the worldly sorrow, as an
Apostle calls it, which worketh death; and learn to distinguish it
from that sorrow, which is after ¢ godly sort, and which worketh
life. The one, the effects of nature; the otker the fruits of grace;
the one man’s labours the other Gop’s gift. Esauw’s and all like
Esaw’s, ending in despair; Jacob’s, and all the spiritual seed of
Jucob’s, leading to Curist, and life in him eternal. 2 Cor. vii.
10, 11.

18 For ye are not come unto the mount that
might be touched, and that burned with fire, nor
unto blackness, and darkness, and tempest,

19 And the sound of the trumpet, and the voice
of words; which wvoice they that heard intreated
that the word should not be spoken to them any
more:

20 For they could not endure that which was
commanded, and if so much as a beast touch the
mountain, it shall be stoned, or thrust through with
a dart. .

21 And so terrible was the sight, that Moses
said, 1 exceedingly fear and quake:

22 But ye are come unto mount Sion, and unto
the city of the living God, the heavenly Jeru-
salem, and to an innumerable company of angels,

23 To the general assembly and church of the
first-born which.are written in heaven, and to God
the judge of all, and to the spirits of just men
made perfect,

24 And to Jesus the mediator of the new cove-
nant, and to the blood of sprinkling that speaketh
better things than that of Abel.

Within the compass of these verses, we have the most striking
description drawn, and by the pencil of the Hory Guost himsclf,
of the vast difference, between Mount Sinai, and Mount Zion; that
is, the law, and the Gospel;.a Covenant of Works; and a Cove-
nant of Grace. And it is such a description, as is enough under di-
vine teaching, to arrest the heart, with the most sensible apprehen-

sion, of the awfulness of the one, and the blessedness of the other; in
the soul’s approaches unto Goo, -
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The first account is of Mount Sined. And the very solemn and
awful demonstrations, of the Lorp’s presence, in giving the law;
are described in characters so terrible, as even in the recital, makes
the flesh to tremble. [Moses himself, was so overwhelmed, that
he said, I cxceedingly fear and quake. And all Israel cried out,
and said unto Moses, speak thou with us, and we will hear; but let
not Gob speak with us, lest we die. Exod. xx. 18, 19. Nothing can
be more piain, than that the leading design of the Lorp, in those ma-
nifestations, of thunderings, and lightnings, and the like, were to
impress the Church of Gop, with an holy awe and reverence, in
the consciousness of the divine presence. And also to shew them, the
blackness, darkness. dread, and horror, which every soul must feel,
through divine teaching, when brought under the conviction of having
broken the Lorp’s precepts.

~ And, on the other hand, in the most blessed and gracious descrip-
tion, given of Mount Zion, the Church is taught the high privilege
of the Lozp’s redeemed ones, who now may come, and who indeed
do come, to the assembly of the first-born; yea, to Gon himself the
Judge of all, when coming in the name of Jusus, the Mediator of
the new Covenant, and to the blood of sprinkling. And here is im-
plied, in being come, that there is an holy familiarity, and acquaint-
ance, in this approach; a birth-right, by the new-birth; a redemp-
tion, an adopted-character, by Jrsus’s blood, and righteousness;
and the Covenant faithfulness of Gob the Judge of all. So that this
is the Gospel privilege of Gop’s redeemed ones: their stated daily,
hourly, minutely mercy ; to which they are supposed to come boldly,
- dnd find mercy, and grace to help in all time of need. Heb. iv. 16,

One point I would beg however to remark, on this different descrip-
tion of those Mounts, in the dispensation of the Law and the Gospel.
The Hory Guost hath most graciously and blessedly taught the
Church, in this divine scripture, from the different manifestations in
which the Lozp was pleased to make himsclf known to Old Tes-
tament saints, and New Testament believers; how blessed an altera-
tion is made, in the mode of worship, by the open revelation of
Carist; but it must not be understood from thence, that the way
of acceptance with Gop in Cnrist, differed in the Old Testament
Church from the New. Both were one, and the same. The former,
was @ shadow of good things to come; but then, asnow, the body
was Curist.  And blessed be Gop, our fathers, both under the Law,
and before the Law, as well as their children under the Gospel, in
every ministration, and in every service, had an eye to the Lamb slain
Srom the foundation of the world. ‘Their services, and all the vessels
of the sanctuary, yea, the Book of the Law, and all the people, were
sprinkled with blood. Exod. xxiv. 6,7, 8. Heb. ix, 19—22. And
hence we find Old Testament saints chaunting their hymns of sal-
vation to Gop, and the Lams. Job knew, that his kinsman Re-
deemer lived. Job. xix. 25. Duavid sung his dying love song, in
the believing views he had, of a Covenant ordered in all things and
sure; and which was «ll his salvation, and all his desire. 2 Sam,
xxiil. 5. And indeed, all the faithful, in every age of the Church,.
from the first dawn of revelation, in Abel’s faith offering, down te
Zacharigh’s day at the Altar of Incense, in the moment of Curist’s
¢oming, blessed Gob, in the soul-living expectation of the mercy
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promised. Luke i.72. Reader! learn to estimate, the high privileges
of redemption in Jesus; and be it yowe daily song of thanksgiving,
‘and praise, that you aré hot come to' thé Mount that' might be
touched, (that is, on which the Logp by his descent might be said
o touch, though not touched by man,) and that burned with fire’;
but you are come t0 JEsus the Mediator ; ‘and to the blood of
Sprinkling! Oh! the blessedness, the preciousness, the unspeakable
‘greatness of the mercy! To Jesus, your Jusus, if so be you have
tasted that the Lowrp is gracious; to whom coming. 1 Pet.ii. 8, 4.
_*And in, dnd through; and by Jisus; to Gon the Judge of all. -

25 See that ye refuse not him that speaketh : for
if they escaped not who refused him that spake on
_earth ; much more shall not we escape it we turn
~away from him that speaketh from heaven.
20 Whose voice then shook the earth: but now
he hath promised, saying, Yet once more I shake

. not the earth only, but also heaven. - :

27 And this word, Yet once more; signifieth th
‘removing of those things that are shaken, as of
_things that are made, that those things which can-

- not be shaken may remain. :

What ‘solemn, but yet soul comforting views, are ‘here ‘given of
Curist? In order to impress upon the Church, the vast, and in-
_finite importance of hearing Cawrist, (which Gou the FarAEr more
~than once gave ¥uch testimony cohcerning, accompanied 'with this
express command; Aear ye him. Matt, xvii. 5.) the Hory Grosr,
hath in these verses, first drawn a line of eternal distinction, be-
" tween Curist and Moses ; and then shewn, somewhat of the outlines
of the Son of Gop, in our nature, in testimony both of his eternal
. Power and Gopueap; and of his officezcharacter, as Gop-Man-Me-
diator, .I'beg the Reader’s close attention for a few moments to this
" subject. ‘ ‘ ‘ B
First. The line of eternal distinction between Curist and Moses.
The Lorp the Seirir calls Moses the man on earth, They escaped
not, who refused him that spake on earéh. Curist, 'as is-elsewhere
_ declared, is the Lorp from heaven. 1 Cor.xv.47. And Jokn the
"Baptist hath given a blessed testimony to the same, when speaking
" of himself, in comparison of his Lorbd. He that cometh from' above
_.saith John, is above all. He that is of 'the earth is earthily, and
speaketh of the earth. He that cometh from heaven is above all. ~Ye
_yourselves bear me witness that I said I amn not the Cupist, but
that I am sent before him. John iii. 28, 31. :

Secondly. Look at the outlines;, drawn of the Son of Gob in this
scripture ; and may the Almighty Author of such a delightful scrip-
ture, make it blessed to our view, whose voice then shook  the earth.

- 'When was this? - In order to answer the question, when was this,
that his voice shook the earth; we must read Haggai’s prophecy, in
she second Chapter, from verse the fifth to the seventh; fiom whence

You III, R
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this_quotation_by the Apostle is made. Aecqrding to the word that
I covenanted with you, when ye came out of EFgypt so my SPIRIT Te-
“magneth. with you;.fear not.  For thus, saith the Lorp of ‘hosks, yét
_ance it is a little while, and I will shake the heavens, and the earth,
‘and_the sea, and the dry land. And Iwill shake all pations, qnd
.the desire of all nations shall come, Reader! pause. Here is the
Lorp, of hosts, the same Lorp, which covepanted with his people
.vhen thieycame out.of Egypt, declaring that his Jove, was still with
his people, -and. his SeiriT remaining with them. He then declares,
_that_ when the desire of all nations should conie; whieh is'a well-
kiown name, ‘and character of himself, he ‘would ‘sliake “the heavens
-and_the earth ;, meaning the hearts and minds of his people, py tb"e
sovereignty of his grace, And here in this scripture, the HorLy
'GiiosT by tHe Apostle refers this sovereign act of ‘grace;’ to the shnie
Person as.shook the earth, when he came'‘down on Motnt Sinai.
Wihose voice then shook the garth ; but now. he hath promised, saying,
v 14 v oSk 3 g A wa g ctiy L 3g Tugh Folgn o F B R :
yet once more I shale iiot the earth only, but also heaven. Hence it'must
“be inferted, by the plaihest, ‘and most palpable évidence,” that it whs
the Son of Gob, in his représentative character, of Mediatoy, which
then shook the earth, who in the rophecy of Haggai declares Tie
“will “hgain ‘shake, not' dnly the 'earth, but the'héaveéns. The phrase
! Once-more and ugain, hath a most decided referenee to the same,, o1
_similar act, having been done before. And nothing ¢an be more
evident,” than that Both were ‘thé deeds’of one, and’the saine Pekson.
In the relation of that solemn scene at Mount Sinai, ‘we.ave told, that
_the Lorp descended, mpon it in fire ; that the swhole Mount quaked
greatly; that when Moses spake; Gop answered ‘him, by '@ woice
Exod. xix. 18,19, 'And the Lorp bid the children of Israel by
Moses, to observe those, iokens of his presence, ' ¥g have Seen that
- have talfed With you from heaven. ~Exod, Xx. €2. How'very cléar
-~ then js this. blessed, portion, of the Hovy Giiost by Paul; that the
. Lowp Jrsus Caumsy, is the Almighty Lorp, “which is spoken of ‘in
"both scriptures. _Indeed, who should it be, but Him? He, and e
only, is the visible JEHOVAH, in all revelations made to man. ‘

Ex

. No'man hath scen Gon at any time ; but the only begotten Sox wwhick

%3 in the bosom of the FATHER he hath declired kim. “John i. 18,
..Oh! ye deluded miserable men, who deny the GopsEAD of CHRIST!
- What can posSihl%:ipxévem,the,éwf_lsl consequences prophesied of ar
\;l},",?l,'ﬁsy so, awful, “living anq'dying, in'the hardened state of unbelief.
_'Some of Gon’s children indeed have been found,”led awdy by the
, temptations of Satan and’ long in this state, whom, soveréign’ grace
hath.'recovered, Should the Lorp, in his mercy, ‘direct the-eyes
of such an one, to this blessed scripture; and’ ‘carry gonyiction from
.t tg his heart, to the acknowledging of ‘the Lorp ﬁha'c"fbdgg)h{i’}u‘(illg
_Oh! the_greatness of the; blessing, in’ recovéring  all sich fron, the
snare of the Devil, who are taken captive by him at his will. ~ Kiss ‘the
Son !, lest ‘he be angry and.ye perish, from. the way, when his wrath is
kindled but a little. Blessed are all they that put their'trust in him.
Pam. ii. 12. o

98 Wherefore we' receiving 'a kingdom' which
- cannot be moved, let us-have grace, whereby we
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may serve God acceptably with reverence and

-

godly fear; N
29 For our God is a consuming fire.

~ In relation to the first of these verses, let the child of Gop take
to, himself all the comfort, the Hory Grosr designed the ¢H..u,rc]1£,;“
from the assurance of belonging to an immoveable kingdom, amidst all,
the moyeable and, dying circumstances of, every thing’ hére below.
And let him take to. himself the further comfort, that.this kingdon,
and the, interest. in it, he hath received, mot for  merit, neither:
working, but from the free. gift of Gop, This sweet scripture saith to
the Chyirch, that it. is, receiving a kingdom, which cannot [be mayed,
All the blessings conpected, with the sybject confirm it, = Fear nof,
(saith JEsus, to bis people,) Little flock, it is your heavenly FaTaEe's
good pleasure to give you the kingdom. Luke xif, 32, "And how
fully ‘all the scriptures of,our Gop, bear testimony to the samie.
The, kingdom of grace, and the kingdom of gloty, are both ori-
ginating in the Farnue’s love by gift; in receiving all the blessingy
for time and, eternity, from the fulness that is in Cairist Jusus; being
brought into an happy, and blessed participation, by the HoLy Grost,
Well therefore, might the Apostle add ;. le¢ us have grace, whereby we
may sgroe, Gob, acceptably, with reverence and godly fear. Let us
haveit? ~But how? By receiving it, as we receive t,hetkj_ngﬁ,ii)‘nj’,'
which is immoveable, The citizenship to this kingdom, ensures al
the privileges of it. We already have it in Crtist our hédd; and
from him, we are brought into the enjoyment of it, from day to day.’
The last of these verses, and with which the Chapter ends; is
a striking ‘oné indeed. " None more so inthe Bible.” "It hath "been
commonly paraphrased by saying, Gob out of.CHRIsT is a consuming
fire. But ‘this according 'td ‘my ‘apprehension, is an unwarrantable
alteration of the word; and not strictly true. It is very certain, that

without an eye'to Carisr, we could have no more to do with Gon in

e essence of his divine nature alone, than i a devouring fire,
a i bov k) i I TR vLR e T ) et LAy PO A B S I Sy S T
Exod. ili. 6. But we have no authority, from ‘all etcinity, 1§ con-

sider JEnovan, but in Curist. 2 Cor. v. 19. " And all the Persons of
the GopuEgap are included, in this mysterious whion. The figuré
therefore of fire, is here evidently meant to express Gop’s natur,
;}!’4 essence, as He is in himself; and in his threefold character of
erson; in which Gob the Soy, as Gob, is as inaccessible “without
a Méﬂigtbr, ‘as’ either the Peérson of the FATHEE, of ‘of the Hory
Guost.” Upop so solemn a subject, 1 presume not to speak, but
with the greatest humility and reverence; but I ‘venture £o con-
ceive, that the Hory Grost was pleased by this expression, aftér
the many blessed and gracious things which he had been bringing
before the Church, in the former pars of this Chapter, to shew the
vasf privileges in’ Curist. ~ And as such, nothing could”impress
the mind "d%‘t’_h'e ‘Lond’s people so ‘solemnly, ‘as “the sacred truth
with which the Apostle hath closed ; For our Gob is ¢ consuming ﬁr’g,

- e I —— =
BN W i vt VT
. REFLECTIQNS, |
Reapen! hear what Gop the Seyri saith to the Churches! Behold
whidt animating prospects’are opened to New Festament saints, in the
i ) R r2 . D N .
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contemplation of OId Testament bélievers. “And while we are en=
compassed with such a cloud of witnessess, O Lorp the Seirit! dg
thou give thy people’grace, to pass on through all besetting difficul~
ties, looking unto Jesus, the Author and Finisher of our faith. ~And
oh! thou precious Lorb Jusus! give thy people grace, to consider,
and very blessedly to improve, under ‘the swéet influences of thy
SeiriT, in marking what a contradiction of sinnérs, thou didst enduare
against thyself: Lorp! who can faint when beholding" the Sox of
Gob, in his unequalled ‘conflicts? Surely, if Jesus learnied obedience,
by the things which he suffered, well may his brethren desire to be
trained in the same school. Then will they know their sonship, and
be sanctified’ under the hand of a tender Fatuer. Let the Esausy’
and the profane persons of every age, ‘relinquish, as théy always do;
the blessing ; but, Lorp, let 1o root of bitterness; spring up to trouble
thy Jacobs, and the Israels thy people.” * = = <o o

" Blessed be Gop, that Mount Sinaz is no more ; but the Church is
come to Mount Zion. There may thiy people, O Lok, daily come:
There are the first’born. ~ There the assembly of the faithful. = There
JEsus, the Mediator of the New Covenant, and the blood of sprink-
ling. And there Gopthe Judge of all. And, Lorp, while through th;
grace, thy people come to thee in faith; do thou help them to look
forward to thy coming to them in glory.  Jusus will shake both
heaven and etrth.” " But JEsus’s redeemed belong to Him and in Him
they receive a kingdom, which cannot’ be movéd. Precious Lorp!
grant all thy' grace, to serve Gop acceptably, with reverence und
gadl‘y’fear.¢ 3 B - . N N v H A . ’ 4 P N

CHAP. XIIL
CONTENTS.

i Vv . . :
~ The Epist{e is here closed; and & Blessed. Conclusion is made.
Carist @n his Person, Relations, and Character,’the sane for'ever:
Several weighty Exhortations are used ; and the whole is summed up

in praying for grace to the whole Church.: -
ET brotherly love continue. v

L4 2 Bé not forgetful to entertain strangers: for

thereby some have entertained angels unawares.
3 Remember them that are in bonds, as bound
with them; and them which suffer adversity, as

being ourselves also in the body. X

4 Marriage is honorable in all, and the bed un-
defiled ; but whoremongers and adulterers God
Will judge. N . ;" .‘ oo . P ‘e ‘ N . i
-5 Let your conversationt be without coveteous-
ness; and be content with 'such things ‘as ye have,
“for he hath said, I will never leave thee, nor for-

sake thee, =
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6 So that we may boldly say, ;Th,e Lcrd is my
helper, aud I will not fear what man shall do unte
me. '

- This Chapter opens with some very engaging exhortations, arising
out of the foregoing doctrines. And, first, of the brotherly love, a
members of CHrisT’s body, and brethren in the faith.. Foras tht
Church, in heaven and earth, is but one, so Cunist’s love to each
and they to one another, should be formed upon his standard
From the love of the brethren, the Church is next directed to regarc
strangers; simply as strangers, and from the case of dbrakam’s en
tertaining the heavenly Guests he did, an inducement is made tha
the Church should give kind reception to strangers, under the hopt
that there may be some of Gop’s dear children among them, and a
such, well known to Him, though unknown to them. Gen. xviii. &
and 19. 1-=8. To this precept succeeds another, namely, of ten
derness to those in bonds; not merely prisoners in the body, bu
bondage frames of soul. And indeed in the times in which thi
Apostle lived, there were opportunities for the exercise of compas
sion to both. Then follows a very delightful ebservation on the max
riage-state. And as all marriages of honor, and undefilement are evi
dently typical of Curist’s marriage with his Church; it is ver
blessed, -to hear the Hory GuosT, thus continually approying of i
And this paragraph closeth with arguing the weakness of an ove
anxjety for the things of the body, when Gop by his Covenar
proiise, hath made such ample provision; for his redeemed, in ths
engagement first given to Joskua, and in him to all the Lorp’s peoplc
Joshua 1. 5. T do not enlarge on these different subjects, being i
themselves so plain, as to need no comment,

7 Remember them which have the rule ove
you, who have spoken unto you the word o
God: whose faith follow, considering the end o
their conversation : . .
8 Jesus Christ the same yesterday, and to-day
and for ever. ' }
~ 9 Be not carried about with divers and strang:
doctrines, for it is a good thing that the heart b
established with grace, not with meats, whicl
have not profited them that have been occupie
therein, : - o _
" Itis truly interesting to behold, more or less,in every Epistle, wh
gﬁ‘ectionate recommendatiops, are g‘iveh to the Church, to be attentiv
‘in all the tokens of love and regard, to the Pastors,’ whom the Lox
‘had set over them; and ‘on the other hand, how much the trul
‘ordained 'Servants in the ministry ‘are called ‘upon’ to distinguis
themselves, from mere birelings; by a careful watching ‘over, ar
‘tenderly feeding the. flock. -And do observe, Reader, in this i



310- - HEBREWS. [eH. X111,

. stance new before us, how much stress is laid upon the Church’s

" following thre faith-of their Pastors. A thing-taken for granted; that
they are nptt enly, speedgng to their people, the word of Gop, but
eminently Lwing in the practice of it. And what a lovely ‘sight,

when the Pastor and People are striving together for the faith of-the’
Gospel. But Lbeg the Reader-also, i this.account to observe, what

is said, concetning- the end of the Pastor’s conversation, namely,

Jmsus:Carist.  1f'the. Reader be. particular to notice, he will see,

that the werds: of one: verse run info. the other. The end; of; their,
conrersation is, Jesuys €Hrisr. A plainproof, that the HoLy Guosy.

will have no.other subjeet in his Church. Every.thing centers itselfi

in-Jesus Cerist. - He. thatis the first andlast in Jenovan’s thonghts,

is, oroughtto be, the beginning and end: of every faithful minister’s,

conversatiom. See a3 beautiful picture of this, in the early Church,

Acts: v. 42. and Acts: viii. 5

. Pause over the short, but comprehensive. statement, which Gop.

the Horx Guos®, ~hath in. this verse given of the LorD our RrigHTE-

ousNEss, Jesus CHrust, the. same yesterday, and to day, and. for ever !

Every word is big with importance; and to dwell upon each might

#ilk volumes. First. His name, Jesus. A Savior! for so the name

mports. And whether consideved in the Gopagan of his nature

and essence, as one with the Farurr, over «ll, Gop blessed. for ever.s -
or whether, in his twofold nature, as Gop. and Man, Mediator;

every way, atid in all things, he isa Savion, and expressly called

Jrsus, on that account; for he shell suve his people from, their. sins. |
Matt. i. 21. Reader! beg for grace to be continually meditating on

the sweet savor of his mame, Jusus; that a name, which perfumes

all heaven, may give continually fragrancy te the Chureh upon

earth ; and be in every believing heart, as the savor of the richest

ointment poured forth. Song i. 3.

Secondly. He is not only Jesus, but Jesus Cugist; that is, the
anointed, sent, and sealed, of the FaTurwr, full of* grace and truth.
Reader! this is 2 most blessed, and interesting part of his pame.
Jenovaw’s name, and Jerovaw’s authority is in him, and with him,
Curist glorified not himself, to be made an High Priest, but was
called of Gob, as was Aaron. Heb. v. 4, 5. And what a warrant
such a view of the Lorp Jusus gives, to the fullest exercisg of
every believer’s faith and hope; when he not only goes to the
throne of grace here below, but will hereafter stand before the throne
of judgment abeve, in the bleod and righteousness of the Lorp
Jesus Curist, and 3lso in the way of Gop’s own gppointing, the
salvation he himself hath sent is his dear Son. Oh! the blessedness
of that scripture, which Old Testament saints used ; and which is the
pame strength te the fajth of New Testament believers; RBehold! O
Gob our shield, and look upon the face of thine Anointed. Psm.
Ixxxiv. 9. ~ . :

Thirdly. Jesvs Curist the same. Yes! Every circumstance
belonging to his Person, Offices, Charasters, Relations, Royaltigs,
faithfulness to Gob, to man, love to his Church, and people; all
partake of this everlasting sameness. He is the same yesserday.

hat yesterday ? Inall the eternity past. Set up from everlasting
in his Mediator character. Prov. viii. 23. The Lamb slaip from the
Joundation of the world. Rev, xiji, 8. Te-dey. What day? Nay,



tHe Whole day 6f the World’s ¢ontinuance in the’time-state of tive
‘Ghirch. Aid'for ever? That' for ever, which Gop the 'Faruer hath
“iarked, When hesaid to'him: Thy throne, -0 -Goo, is for ever an'd
ever! Psin.xlv.6. Heb.i.' 8. Redder! ‘pause over the wonderfdl
*actotnt, ‘dnd 'ponder-well’ the 'sameness  6f his Person, his love, his
‘gtate, 'and all the “unchangeéableness of his Gopuein, "Mediator-cha-
‘racter,“atid offices; ‘the same ~yesterday, und to-day, apd for ever.
"Never ‘will a ¢hild of *Gop be in danger of being ‘carried ~aw
“with 'divers, ‘and sttange doctrities, whose heart is established -in the
“srage 'of the' HoLy Guost,  having been regenérated, and ‘taught by
“Hii, *“Who Cagist is, ‘and the ‘everlasting unchangeableness in-all that
"telhtes’ to “his’ Person, ‘arld Character. Lorp Jrsus! thouw Great'Au-
“thior, 4diid Finisher of faith! ‘do thou, ‘in the’present awful day of+a
{ CHirsT déspising’ generation, take' td ‘thyself thy gteat'Name. “Esta-
“blish, confirm, und strengthen'all ‘thine’ own, in” this most: glorions
“trath ; that ‘fo "change of "time, nor change of ‘men, nor change “6f
“‘worlds, ‘may shdke them fron this faith ! ‘Lokp!> be thou to them in
‘tite, ‘what thou' art,"and will’ be, to all -eternity ; Jesus Crrist, the
“sdmé yesterday, and to-duy, ‘aridffor ever. .
-10 We have an-altar whereof they have noright
“to eat wlich sérve the tabernacle. ' o
11 For the bodies of those -beasts whose blood
- vis’ brought into the-sanctuary:by-the: high priest
“for sin, are burned without. the camp. o
12 Wherefore Jesus, also that he might sanctify
“the people with his own blood, suffered without
‘thegate, ) o
13 Eet-us“go: forth-therefore unto him without
“the caimp, bearing his reproach. o
14 -For here have we no continuing €ity, but we
seek’ one to come. ’ o , o
- +15.By-him therefore let us offer thessacrifice of
"praise to Gad continually, that is, the fruit of "onr
dips, -giving thanks to his name. o
16 But to-do good, and to communieate forget
‘not ; for with such sacrifices God is well pleased.
_“There ‘is but'one Altar which'thé Church of Carist knoweth, and
wthatiis a precious Altar indeed; mamely, Curisthimself. . It wason
this Altar even his divine nature, the Lorp JEsus offered  himselfsto
. Gop, through the Eternal Seirit. Heb. ix. 14. 'CarisT is our New
" Testament ~Altar, and - our: Sacrifice, “and! our-High: Priest, akd, the
‘Sacrificer.  Now they can have no ‘right, neithér “benefit, in this
~ Altar,” or Saciifice, and Sacrificer, who are looking ‘to’ any sacrifice
‘Beside. * And dotienly dré:they prohibited frommany zightuto this: gur
Altar, who serve the Jewish Tabernacle; but any Christian Taber-



812 HEBREWS. fen. xuf,

.acle, falsely so called, that is, they who sacrifice to their own net,
" _and burn incense to their own drag: Heb. i. 16. and, according to the
Prophet, are building themselves up in their ewn fancied righteous-
‘mess, and making CurisT only a part Savior with themselves.

. 'This is a beautiful illustration of the Old Testament service, and
_which at once proves, that the whole of the ministry, on the great
day of atonement, related but to Cumist. Let the Reader first read
‘the account of the appointment, as minutely related ; Levit. xvi. and
he will be struck with the type, in its close resemblance to CHRisT.
Jesus did all this in substance, as the High Priest then did in the
shadow, in the day when he suffered without the gate, that is, witli=
out Jerusalem, on the Mount Calvary. And, as the bodies of those
.beasts, whose blood was brought into the Sanctuary by the High
Priest, for sin, were burnt without the Camp: Levit. xvi. 27. so
Curist, in his own Person, endured the fiery indignation of sin, as
the Church’s representative; and then went by his own blood into
heaven itself, there to appear in the presence of Gop for us. Heb.
Jix. 11, 12, And what a most affectionate exhortation the Hovry
Guost adds to this beautiful illustration, when he invites the Church,
to go forth, from the observance of all self-offerings whatever; from
the camp of the world, and from all vain things, of any fancied
attainments of our own; seeking acceptance wholly in the Person,
and -finished salvation of our Lorp Jesus Curist? This will in-
deed bring reproach; but it is Carmist’s reproach, being for his
sake, and on his account. This would be doing good in the only
way, in which the child of Gop, regenerated by grace, can do good;
pamely, communicating to others, by our word, and by our example,
*that Curist is our all, and in whom we depend for all.  With such
sacrifices Gop, is well pleased. Yes! For the child of Gop, who
dares in such a day as the present, amidst a Curist-despising gene-
ration,openly to avow, that he is looking wholly to Crrist, and
~that he makes Curist his all, for life and salvation; must sacrifice
both name and reputation, and sometimes many earthly comforts
besides, in the connections, and relationships of natural life. And
from no class whatever will he find greater bitterness manifested, than
from modern Pharisees, who profess to honor Curist as well as he, in
.. giving him the glory of the procuring cduse of salvation; but con-
tend, that what Curist hath done, and suffered, is not a finished
" salvation, but that our sincere repentance, and obedience, and faith,
may on Curist’s account be accepted of Gobo. Alas! did those
men but seriously consider, how wretched at the best, are all the
_performances of creatures such as we are, they would discover
what a flimsy thing the sincerity, and obedience, and repentance,
-yea, faith itself, considered as an act of ours, must be to trust in,
when going in before-Gon. Wretched indeed would be my guilty
soul, if an atom of mine became necessary for acceptance in that
..solemn hour ! '

'17-Obey them that have the rule over you, and
~submit yourselves; for they watch for your souls
~ as they that must give account : that they may do
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‘it with joy, and not with grief: for that is unpro-

fitable for you. : : S

-~ 18 Pray for us: for we trust we have a good

conscience, in all things willing to live honestly.
19 But I beseech you the rather to do this, that

I may be restored to you the sooner,

- Still harping upon the pleasant string of brotherly love, we have
here the same sweet notes sung over. again, of the people’s duty to.
their ministers, and the affectionate request of the ministers to thejr
people, to be by them remembered in their prayers, And what
lovely sight, to behold the aged Apostle Paul, seeking from the
"Church as a boon, what, from his voluntary, and unrecompensed.
labors, he might have justly demanded as a tribute. Oh! the hap-
piness of that Church, where wminister, and people, are wrestling
together in prayer, before the Loep, for each other? What spiritual
blessings may not be expected from such an harmony of souls, knit.
together as one in CHRisT ?

20 Now the God of peace, that brought again
from the dead our Lord Jesus that great shephegd
of the sheep, through the blood of the everlasting
covenant. | - "

21 Make you perfect in every good work to do
his will, working in you that which is well pleasing
in his sight, through Jesus Christ; to whom be
- glory for ever and ever. Amen,

- As the Apostle had begged an interest in theprayers of the people ;
so here, in concluding his Epistle, he looks up in prayer for the
Church, and pours forth his earnest supplications for the people. But
I beg the Reader to ohserve some of the several weighty things by
which he mentions his desires, for a blessing on the Church, He
calls Gap the Gop of peace. Thisis a blessed title, and comes with
peculiar energy, after the many precious proofs the HoLy Grost had
given the Chargh, in this Epistle, of Gop’s being at peace with his
redeemed, in the blood -of the cross. And the bringing Curist again
from the dead, as the Great Shepherd of the sheep, through the blood,
aof the everlgsting Covenant ; is specially mentioned, Ishould humbly
congeive, on purpose to shew, that Camst had made our peace by
that blood; and Gop’s Cavenant promises of peace, were all in~
cluded in that high administration. = Reader! pray mark this in the
deepest memorandums of your life. Beg of Gop the HoLy GnosT to
igark it, with his deep impressions, on your heart ; for the testimony
of jt is sweet. Never would the Logp have taken to himself so
precious, and.blessed a name, as it concerns his Church; had not
Carist fully made that peace, and paid down on the mercy-seat the
{ull price of his Church’s redemption, in bags richer than gold, even
jn blood. Qh! the blessedngss of it. Gop saith, #n coifirmation,

- Yo, IIL, Ss
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I have found @ ransom. -Job xxxiii. 24, 1 Pet.i.18,19. Gen.
xxiii. 16. B

1 admire the preciousness, as well as the strength of the argument
the Apostle useth, from this view of the Gop of peace raising
Curist from the dead, in confirmation of the Covenant in his blood ;.
when he makes this the bottom, and fourdation, for the Lorp’s
making the Church perfect. For, in fact, this is the same principle
which now worketh 1n them, which then worked in Curist. And not
only so, but from the same cause. It is covenant-work from cove-
nant-engagements. Reader! do you understand this? If so, the
Lorp give you also to see, that itis afirm, and sure principle, a cer-
tain principle, a covenant principle, and never can fail. Itisa part
of the same first cause, which began in the free, unpurchased, un-
merited, unlookedfor, unheard-of grace, till revealed, at regeneration,
by the HoLy Grost. When Gob first chose the ‘Church in Curisr,
and to be without blame before him in love, all the blessed things
included in this choice, were folded up, as the seed to all fature
generations of that fruit, is in the first acorn. The same grace which
chose, the same grace compleats. So that, the resurrection of
"CaunisT, gave a confirmation to all included in Cumist. And in like
manner, the same power which was exerted, by virtue of Curist’s
resurrection, to raise the sinner, then dead in trespasses and sins, is
engaged, and will assuredly go forth, in every subsequent act, to
thake perfect every good work, to do his will, working in his re-
deemed that which is well pleasing in his sight, through Jesus Curisr.

I detain the Reader, just to observe the sweetness with which
the Apostle closeth his prayer. To whom be glovy for ever and
ever. Amen. Surely there was somewhat more than merely a form
of words in the minds of the Apostles, when we find all of them
uniformly, with one heart, and one voice, thus.closed up their
writings. You will say, they were inspired. To which I answer;
Yes! they were. And these things are no small proof of it.. But
while we see, that their hearts were so filled with divine love, their
. tongues, and pens, could not fail to give testimony to the same, when
out of the abundance of the heart the mouth speaketh; I would
ask, how is it that the consciousness of their inspired frame of mind,
doth not affect us more? We read those blessed words but as or-
dinary things. We are accustomed to find the holy Apostles begin-
ning their Epistles with the gracious salutations, such as Grace, mercy,
and peace be with you; and ending them, with giving glory, and
praise, and power, unto him that sitteth upon the throne, and to the
Lams: and we accept both but as words of course. Reader! Is it
so with you? I acknowledge with shame, and sorrow, it is but too
often so with me. Oh! for grace to both Writer and Reader, to
be more alive to those precious things ; and never more read thosg
divine words, but with the most awakened affection ! ' )

22 And I beseech you, brethren, suffer the word
of exhortation: for I have written a letter unto
you in few words. = .

23 Know ye that our brother Timothy is set at
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liberty ; with whom, if he come shortly, I will
see you. R ,
- 24 Salute all them that have the rule over you,
and all the saints. . They of Italy salute you.
25 Grace be with you all. Amen.
€ Written to the Hebrews from Italy by
Timothy., ‘ | :
The salutations to the brethren I pass over to gbserve the blessed
conclusion at the end. Grace be with you all. Amen.. What could
Paul say beyond this? 'And with what form of prayer could he as
well close his Epistle? The close of all the dispensations among
men, is to be thus, when Gop shall bring home the last stone of
the spiritual building, it will be with shoutings, of grace, grace unto
it. Zech.iv. 7. And both the Old Testament building, and the New,
are but one and the same.” Curist is the foundation-stone Gop hath
laid in Zion, for the whole Church. And therefore, Paul, and every
faithful Minister of the Sanctuary, like Paul, can say no more ; nei-
ther close their ministry, or their life, in any manner more suitable,
or proper for the Church of Jesus, than in the same sweet prayer:
Grace be with you all. Amen. And may the faithful, and true Witness,
Crarist Jesus, who is the Amen, put his precious name to it Amen;
and then grace will indeed be with all his people. Amen.

T

REFLECTIONS.

Here let us pause, while reading the closing words of this most”
precious Epistle: and, as a man who hath been ascending an high
hill, and is arrived at the summit of it, looks round, :and -takes.a
leisurely survey of the many beautiful prospects which come up
to his view, from the rising ground he hath trodden; so may the
Writer, and Reader of this Poor Man’s Commentary, icontemplate
the unspeakable glories which Gop the Serirr hath presented before
both, in this his Holy Scripture. Gracious Lorp! I would say
for myself, what praises do I owe thee, for the divine revelation
herein contained > From the first opening of the subject, in the first
Chapter, through all the portions of the sacred contents; what beau.
ties, and glories, hast thou unveiled, of his Person, and Character,
who is the Lorp our riGHTEOUSNEss ! Beginning with the proofs of
his Gopueap, thenof his Manhood, then of His glorious Person in
union with botk, as the' Gop-Man-Mediator; how: sweetly and bless-
edly hath my Lorp the HoLy Guost held him up to my view, and
(shall I not hope) brought him home to my heart, in all his offices,
characters, and relations, as the Prophet, Priest, and’ King of his
people! Hail! thou Great, and glorious Lorp Jesus Curist! thou
High Priest of thy people for ever, after the order of Melchizedec!

Here then, let -both Writer and Reader fall. down on' the knee of
prayer and praise, before the threne; and in Him, and through Him,
and by Him, through whom alone we can offer the sacrifice of praise
to Gop continually; bless the lénited‘ Source of all our mercies,

: ‘ 82 o '
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Farner, Sox, and Hovry Grosrt, the Onk Glorious, and Eternal Je-
sovan, for the Lorp Jesus Carist himself, and all the fulness of
grace and glory; in Him, for his Church, in time, and to all eter-
nity. ~ .
Xnd, as an instrument in the Lorp’s hand, let neither Writer,
nor Reader of this little Work, overldok the faithful Apostle, whont
Gopb the SririT was graciously pleased to appoint to this ministry, in
handing down to the Church, from age to age, those sacred records, we
have here gone over in the perusal. Truly, Lorp, we cannot but
see Gop the HoLy Guosr’s distinguishing grace to this man, in this
most honorable appointment. Well is- it recorded, of the Lorp’s
-personal ordination of him to the ministry, when in the Church the
voice was heard: Separate me Barnabas. and Saul, for the work
awhereunto I have called them! And oh! what a work indeed, not
only in the then living ministry in person, to the Churches; but by
his writings, in this, and the other blessed Epistles left on reeord for
the everlasting instraction and comfort of the saints of Gonj
whereby he being dead, yet speaketh. Yarewell Paul' farewell,
until the whole Church shall meet thee in glory, there together to
praise Gop and the Lawms, for electing, redeeming, regenerating
love, and favor, both to Pastor and People, all in One and the same
lorious Head, to all eternity. Blessed bé the Lorp Jesus! for
making thee his chosen vessel to bear his name as thou hast in those
sacred writings done before Gentiles and Kings in every age of the
Church. '

Lorp! add one blessing more. Pardon every thing of error in
this humble work: and bless all that is offered upon it, as far as is
agreeable to thy truth, and to thy mind, and will; that Gon in alf
things may be glorified in Jesus CHRIST. Amen.

THE GENERAL EPISTLE

JAMIES,s

GENERAL OBSERVATIONS.

IT should seem that the term General Epistle, is given to this
part of the Holy Scriptures, in that, it is not addressed
either to any particular Church or Person; but intended for
the whole of Curist’s Church and People. And though:it ap-
pears to- have been directed to the twelve tribes of Israel,
scattered abroad, yet not Jsrael after the flesh, but the Lorp’s
Asrael after the SpiriT, even the children of Gop, wheresoever
scattered. : - :
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