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FIRST EPISTLE OF‘PAUiJ THE APOSTLE
TO THE

THESSALONIANS,

e

GENERAL OBSERVATIONS,

THESSALONI Cd, the chief city of Macedonia, is said to

have derived its name from Philip, king of Macedon, in
consequence of a victory which he obtained in Thessalia.
From such corrupt and sinful causes, do sometimes, and not
unfrequently, spring, the memorable records of men. It is
indeed in correspondence with our fallen nature. Sin hath
introduced all the baleful effects, which that nature, unre-
generated by grace, is subject to, in the multiform fruits of
it, from the womb to the grave. Add names of places, and
monuments, to perpetuate what is called the splendid victo-
ries of heroes, both ancient and modern, perpetuate more
generally their sin, and shame.

The city of Thessalonica, at the time when the Apostle
wrote this blessed Epistle, was a large, flourishing, and much
peopled place. Now, for many centuries past, 1t hath been
overrun with the impostures of the false prophet; and is in the
possession of the Turks. Here once, the LOoRD had a portion
of his Church: But, as he himself said of other places, so
here, he hath removed the Candlestick, Rev.ii. 5. We have
great cause to bless God for our mercies, in this review of the
divine jadgments. While we contemplate our high privileges
as a nation, in this particular: we may. hear, and ought ta
feel, the strong expostulating words of the Apostle : Are we
better than they ? And, with the immediate answer: No, in
no wise ! Al are under sin. Rom. iii. 9.

The date of this Epistle is generally marked as early as the
year 52; and as such, must have been the first, in point of
time, of all Paul’s writings. :

The distinguishing feature which marks every Chapter, like
all the Apostle’s Epistles, and preachings, is CHRIST. And,
oh! how sweetly, and blessedly, hath he held him forth to the
Church, through the whole of it. Reader! what a mercy was
it to you, to me, to the whole Church of the LorD, that the
HoLy GHoST called Paul by a vision to visit Macedonia ?
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Acts xvi. 9 to the end, and Acts xvii. - And, what a mercy was
it, for all the Church of Gob, that the HoLy GHOST prompted
the Apostle to write this Epistle, and endited the blessed con-
tents of it? And what a mercy, to preserve the precious
records safe to this present hour, and cause them to be handed
down to us? And, (shall I add,) what a mercy of mercies, in
all these things, if the LorD hath given us the enlightened
understanding, in the apprehension of them; so that, as Paul
said to this very church, in the opening of this Epistle, our
election of GoD is known, because the Gospel is come unto
us, not in word only, dut also ¢n power, and in the HoLy
Guost, and in much assurance! Chap.i. 4, 5. Oh! Lorbp
the SeiriT! direct, and guide the heart and pen, in this
feeble work, of the Poor Man’s Commentary, and cause it to
minister fo the glory of Gob, in the face of JEsus CHRIST.

- CHAPTER L

CONTENTS. 1

The Apostle opens his Epistle with his usual Salutations. He tells
the Thessalonians, how earnest his Prayers were for ¢he Church, Adnd
ke teacheth them to observe the Marks of their Election, by the blessed
Efects of it

AUL, and Silvanus, and Timotheus, unto the
A church of the Thessalonians, which is in God
‘the Father, and in the Lord Jesus Christ: Grace
be unto you, and peace, from God our Father, and
the Lord Jesus Christ. ' . ;
- 2 We give thanks to God always for you all,
making mention of you in our prayers;

3 Remembering without ceasing your work of
faith, and labour of love, and patience of hope in
our Lord Jesus Christ, in the sight of God and

our Father:

It is worthy observation, the great humbleness of Paul’s mind.
‘Though so eminently distinguished by the Lorp, as an Apostle; he
fails not to take into union with himself, the faithful bretbren. Ob?
how sweet is it to behold the testimonies of grace manifested in the
affections of the Lorp’s people! ’

Gl.tdKnowihg, brethren beloved, your clection of
0O . » )
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5 For our gospel came not unto you in word
only, but also in power, and in the Holy Ghost,
and in much assurance; as ye know what manner
of men we were among you for your sake.

6 And ye became followers of us, and of the
Lord, having received the word in much afflic-
tion, with joy of the Holy Ghost: E

"7 So that ye were ensamples to all that believe
in Macedonia and Achaia. o

8 For from you sounded out the word of the
Lord not only in Macedonia and Achaia, but also
in every place your faith to God-ward is spread
abroad; so that we need not speak any thing.

9 For they themselves shew of us what manner
of entering in we had unto you, and how ye
turned to God from idols to serve the living and
true God; :

10 And to wait for his son from heaven, whom
he raised from the dead, cven Jesus, which deli-
vered us from the wrath to come. ‘

When the Reader hath duly pondered the marks, and characters,
by which the election, according to grace, is known in the soul, as
-the Apostle hath here noted them; I shall request his attention to the
subject itself. It is a most decided testimony, which Gob the Hovry
-GrosTt hath elsewhere given, by which the elect of Gob are known,
For whom he did foreknow, he also did predestinate, to be conformed
to the image of his Sox, that he might be the first-born, among many
brethren. Moreover, whom he did predestinate, them he also called :
and whom he called, them he also jusiified: and whom ke justified,
them he also glorified. Rom. viii. 29, 30.

First—1 beg the Reader to notice, one by one, the marks and
characters of election, which Gop the Hory Guost, hath here
shewn to be the true standard, by which the Church of Gob, as well
%s the Church of the Thessalonians, might know the blessed truth.
The Apostle begins with that decided testimony, in that the Gospel
" ‘eame not in word only, but in power, and in the Hovry Gnosr, and
-much assurance! Reader! do not fail to note this down in the. .
deepest memorandums of your heart. Yea, beg of Gop the Seirir
‘to do it for you. Oh! how unanswerably conclusive is it, when a
¢child of Gop is quickened under the word of Gop, which is the sword
.of the Spirir. When, like Lydia, the Lorp opens the heart, and
gives the hearing car, and the seeing eye; so that he finds the word,
‘quick, and powerful, and sharper than any two edged sword. All
before this, made no impression upon his mind. But, when the
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Lorp came in the word, and by the word; he finds the powerful,
quickening, illuminating, sanctifying, and renewing teachings; and -
cries out with David: I shall never forget thy precepts, for with
them thou hast quickened me. Psalm cxix. 93. 2 Cor. x. 4, 5.
Hebrews iv. 12. 1 Cor. xiv. 23—25.

Secondly. Another evidence, which follows the former, the Apostle
hath here noted, as the way, whereby the child of Gop shall know
his election; namely, when the regenerated heart is enabled to dis-
cern Gop’s faithful servants coming to them in the Lorp’s name. Ye
know (saith Paul) what manner of men we were among you. Souls
truly awakened, kiow the joyful sound; and walk in. ihe light of
Gop’s countenance. My sheep hear my voice, saith Jusus, and they
Jollow me. A stranger they will not follow, Jor they know not the
voice of strangers. John x. 3—5. It is a most decided mark,
whereby we know our election of Gop, when we cannot receive
false doctrines, nor follow teachers, unsent of the Lorp. The glo- -
rious, and discriminating truths of grace, the elect of Gobp de]lght
in. They are regenerated, and therefore they know, from their
own souls’ experlence, what manner of men those among them are,
who hold up Carist, as the One only Ordinance of Heaven: Who
inculcate among their people, salvation in his blood and righteous-
ness, without works: Who exclude all other topics, as Carist and
his Apostle excluded them; determining to know nothing among
imen, but Jesus CHRisT, and him crucified. And from the same rea=
sons as Paul did; because they know Curist, and Curist, alone, .to
be the wisdom of Gob, and the power of Gob, for salvation to every
one that belicveth. Men, unacquainted with the plague of their own
‘heart, and being vainly putied up with their fleshly mind, will at=
tempt in themselyes, and recommend to others, to c:ompllment GOD,
with talking of the remains of somewhat within, that is good. But
the truly regenerated, have learnt, and are daily learning, both in
themselves, and all others, that the /;eart is deceitful above all t/nngs,
and desperately wicked ; yea, so wicked, that none can know dt; in
the depths of wickedness, in their unrenewed body of flesh, but He
who “searcheth the heart, and trieth the reins. Jerem. xvii..9, 10.
Rev. ii, 18, 23, Reader! do not overlook this second mark, whereby
the brethren beloved know their election of Gob, they follow that
pure preaching, which is the ¢ruth as it is in JEsus; and they follow
guch only under the Lorp the Seiri1’s teaching, who preach CarisT,
and Curist only, the One Ordmance of Gop’s own providing, for
the elect of Gob. ’

T/mdly The elect of GOD, are said to know of thls dmtmgmsha
ing mercy over them, jn kaving received the word in much affiction,
fwath_;oy of the HoLy Guost, Thisis avery precious, and most de-
cisive testimony. And .the more so, because it is personal, and
peculiar to Gop’s elect. They who are for throwing into the back
ground as much as possible, those glouous proofs of Gon’s sove~
reignty, in electing grace, and predestinating his chosen, to the
adoption of  children by Jesus Curist to himself; Ephes. i. 4, 5.
know nothing of what the Apostle hath here said, of receiving, the
word in much affliction, and [ yet in joy of the HoLy Grost. These are
eontradxcnons in such men’s view. - For they know nothing more of
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receiving either the written word, or the uncreated Worp, but in-a
whole unbroken heart, unconscious of the depth of the plague of it;
and unconscious that Curist is the sole healer. Exod. xv.26. And,
where there are slight views of sin, there will be but small affliction
in the remembrance of it. Such never can receive the word which
is quick, and powerful, and sharper than any two edged sword, Heb.
iv. 12. in much affliction. And, as they that are soul-whole, cannot
receive the word in much aflliction ; so the joy of the HoLy Grost
is unfelt, and unknown, by all such characters; for they have never
learnt, from that Almighty Seirir, that salvation is in no other but
Jesus Cunist.  Reader! it will be your mercy, if you have nat so
learned Curist. If you know your election of Geop, in having re~
ceived the word in much afiiction; you ¢an tell me, or rather your
own soul, how deeply you lay under the convictions of sin, and your
own conscience, when you saw sin in all its tremendous consequences,
as you stood in yourself, befote Gop. And you also can tell, what
kind of joy of the soul that was, when first the Day-spring from on
high visited you. Joy, indeed, of the Hory Guosr, when the Lorp
shews a poor sinner, that there is more in Curist to justify before
Gov, than there is sin in the soul to condemn. Such will know their
election, having received the word in mu. b affliction, and with joy of
the HoLy Grost. But a heart unbroke - by sin, can neither know
Carist’s redemption from it, nor the elééting love of Gen in it.

Fourthly. A child of Gop knows his election of Gop, in being
led by the SeiriT, so as to become an ensample o all that beliece.
This is.a very blessed testimony to the adoption-character of the
Lorp’s people. For the Hovy Guosrt laid it down, as a most de-
cided proof of sonship; that as many as are led by the Spirit of
Gob, they are the sons of Gop. Rom. viii, 14. And this, and this
only, becomes the security of a child of Gop, to be an example of the
believers in word, in conversation, in charity, in faith, in purity,
1 Tim. iv. 12. There can be no dependance, for the exercise of any
single grace, but in the Seivit.  If we live in the Seirrr, we shall also
walk in the Seinit, But without the Seirir, not a single atfection of
our fallen sinful nature, can we either mortify, or subdue. Rom.
viii. 13.  They who talk otherwise, are unacquainted with the plague
of their own heart. To address the ungodly with exhortation to
good works, -manifests the blindness of their own minds. The

_Apostle’s testimony in this scripture, of a state of election, and the

roof of it, in being ensamples, is ensamples to- all that believe.
‘What hath this to do with the unregenerate? Reader! note these
things, and consider their importance.

Fifihly. The Apostle adds another very delightful testimony,
whereby the beloved brethren know their election of Gop, when he
saith, that from them sounded out the word of the Lowp in every place,
so that their faith to Gop-ward was spread ‘abroad. This is not
simply confined to preachers of the word, when sent by the Hovry
Guost; but means the conversation of the godly in every place,
when, from the abundance of the heart, the mouth speaketh. Every
child of Gop, when regenerated himself, will delight to converse
with all that are regenerated. And the language of his heartis ex-
pressed in the words of the HoLy Guost: Come and hear, all ye
that fear Gop ; and I will declare what he hath done for my souk
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Psm, Ixvi. 16. This is to sound out the word of the Lorp, and to
give testimony of our election of Gon. And, while this marks the
features of character, in all that arve regenerated: all that are sent
out to preach the Gospel by the HoLy Grost, (and it is awful in any
to preach it unsent by him,) hold forth the word of life, by preaching,
not offering Curist. It is their province to preach Cumst. It
belongs only to the Hory Guost to offer, and give power to accept
Curist, to his people. Hence, Paul’s sermon was preached to all
that heard it; but it was sent to the children of the stock of Abraham,
and whosoever among them feared Gop. Acts xiil. 26. Gal. iii. 29.

I hope by this time the Reader isled to see, how very blessedly
the HoLy GuosT, by his servant the Apostle, hath given the marks,
and evidences, in this: Chapter, by which the Church then, and by
the same tokens mow, may know their election of Gop. But, while
we find cause to bless Gop, both for the revelation of the doctrine
itself, and the way by which all his childven in grace may discover
their personal interest in it; I would take occasion, from the ver
plain, and decided manuer, in which the HoLy Grmost hath here
marked it down, .to offer an observation or two upon it. And I con-
fess, that I am the more prompted to this service, from the conside-
ration of the awful day in which the Church of Gop now dwells;
when the glorious truths of our holy faith, in which consists the
whole life, and spirit of the Gospel of Curist, are so lightly
esteemed and regarded. - .

First. I beg the Reader to remark with me, that the election,
and choice of the Church in Cuiist, is revealed in, and through,
the whole word of Gob, as the distinguished act of Gobp the Farnzr;
and as the result of his own sovereignty, will, and pleasure. The
Bible is full of proofs to testify, that the manifold wisdom of Gop,
should be made known to the Church in this way, according to the -
eternal purpose which he purposed. in Curist JEsus our Lorp. Ephes,
iii. 10, 11. " So that, each glorious Person, in these high and solemn
transactions, as they relate to the Church, might be known, in their
.several acts of grace, towards the Lorp’s people. Gop the Farmer
in election, Gop the Son in redemption, and Goo the Hory Guosr
in regeneration, according to the good pleasure of his will. I stay
not to make quotations in proof, for this would be little otherwise
than bringing forth the whole Bible. Let the Reader consult a
fez. Deut. x. 14, 15. Isaiah xliii. 21. Malachi i. 2, 3. Ephes.
i 4-—10. : '

Secondly. It is very blessed to observe, how Camisr spake of
election, preached it, and delighted in it. Speaking of his people,
he calls them Gob’s own elect. Luke xviii, 7. Speaking of them
as ‘precious in his sight, Jesus doth this in a peculiar sweet, and gra-
cious manner, as being his Fatuew’s gift.  Thine they were, and thoy
gavest them me. John xvii, 6. I pray for them. F pray not for the
world, but for them which thou hast given me, for they ave thine;
and all mine d@re thine, and thing are mine, and I ainp glorified in them.
John xvii. 9, 10.  Speaking to them, Jusus said: Ye have not chosen
me, but'I have chosen you. "If the world hate you, ye know that it
hated me, before it hated you. If ye were of the world, the world
would love his own; but becquse ye are not of the world, but I haye

I.a 2 ' )
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chosen you out of the world, therefore the world hateth you. Johm
xv. 16, 18, 19.- -

So in like manner in his preaching, The very first sermon Curisz
preached in the Jewish Synagogue, after taking his text from the
prophecy of Isaiah, and applying the words of the Prophet to him-
self; he immediately opened his discourse’ with the doctrine of
election. Manywidows (said Jrsus) were in Israel in the days of
Elias, but unto none of them was Elias sent, save unto Sarepta, a
city of Sidon, to a woman that was a widow. And many lepers were
in Israel in the time of Eliseus the Propher, and none of them was
cleansed, saving Naaman the Syrian. "And what I beg the Reader
to observe with me concerning this preaching of election by Curist,
is this, that it brought upon him the same condemnation as it doth
invariably upen all his sent servants, both then and now, As long
as the SoN of Gob held forth the words of the Prophet concerning
salvation, and made application of it to himself, it is said, that all
bare him witness, and wondered at the gracious words which proceeded
out of his mouth. But no sooner did Curist preach the doctrine of -
election, in shewing that Gop sent his servant but to one poor
widow, and one poor leper in Israel; they understcod what Crrist
meant, and we read, that all they in the synagogue were filled with
wrath, and rose up and thrust him out of the city, and led him to the
brow of the hill, intending to cast him down headlong. Luke iv.
16—30. Such is the bitterness in every man’s heart by nature against
the precious doctrine of election, though Curist himself be the
preacher. Reader! do you know of the like bitterness against it
now in you? Certainly 1t was so once ? ‘

And 'if it be not 'so mow, it is sovereign grace alone that hath
rooted it out. Well do I remember, and in the remembrance bless
Gop for the change, when my proud, uvnhumbled heart, vose up in
daring rebellion against it! ~ And well, thercfore, may I now forbear
anger-against those who oppose it, when I call to mind how very
long the graciousness of my Gop forbore with me. I do lament,
however, when, at any time, I hear of young, presumptuous men,
who are just come forth of the shell of human’education, daringly
preach against a doctrine they know nothing of, though many of
them have subscribed to support it. It is awful to hear such setting
up their bold opinion against the sovereignty of Gop, and presuming
to charge those whom Gop hath tanght and sent to preach the ever-
lasting, unchanging love of Gob to his Church, as shewing too much
regard to the doctrines of election, predestination, and the decrees of
Gop. Upon all those occasions, 1 would pray for grace to follow
the HoLy Guost’s dircctions concerning the ministry. The servant
“of the LorD must not strive; but be gentle unto all men, apt to teach,
patient, in meekness, instructing those that oppose themselves; if Gop
peradventure will give them repentance (asbless his holy name he hath
me,) to the acknowledging of the truth; and that they may recover
themselves out of the snare of the devil, who are taken captive by him
. ot his will. 2 Tim. ii. 24, 25, 26.

Once more. I observed that our ‘dear Lorp not only spake of
‘election, and preached it, but that he delighted in it. . And what an
‘higher proof can we have of his great pleasure therein, than in the
instance we have upon record, when he expresscd himself to his
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divine Faraer, for the manifestation of his electing love’ to his dis-
ciples, in those memorable words: At that time Jrsus answered and
said, I thank thee, O Faturr, Lorp of heaven and earth, because
thou hast hid these things from the wise and prudent, and hast revealed
them unto babes, Even so, FaTuER, for so it seemed good in thy sight.
Matt. xi. 25, 26. Reader! pause, I beseech you, over the solemn
subject,. for it is most solemn! Did it seem good in Gop the Fa-
THER’s sight, to make such distinguishing proofs of his electing and
predestinating will and pleasure, as to hide it from the wise in their
own eyes, and the pradent in their own conceit, and reveal his pre-
¢ious truths to babes in Currst?  Did Jesus delight so much in this
electing love, asto thank the Farorr for such displays of it?  Doth
the HoLy Guost abound towards the elect Church of Gop in
Carist, as to have made known unto us the mystery of his will, .ac-
cording to his good pleasure, which he hath purposed in himsclf?
Ephes. i. 8,9. And shall not the Church of Gop, to whom these
precious truths are made known, while hidden from the world, take
delight in them, and thank Gob for them also? Shall there be any;.
to whom, by regenerating grace, the Lowp hath made known this
mystery of his will, be silent and regardless of such unspeakable
mercy ¢ Shall we not, on the contrary, whaile overwhelmed with the
contemplation, cry out with the astonished Apostle: Lorn! how ds it
that thou hast manifested thyself unto me, and wot unto the worid?
John xiv. 22. . '

May I be permitted upon so interesting a subject to trespass a little.
longer, I would add to all that hath been said, that the doctrine of
Gov’s election, so truly scriptural, so truly blessed, and so very
“full, in confirmation of Gon’s sovercignty, carries with it a certain
degree of evidence, independent of every other, from the uni-
versal hatred, which all men in astate of unrenewed nature uniformly .
bear against it. Since the Lowrp in mercy brought me to the knows
ledge of himself, and into an alcquaintanée with the plague of my
own heart, I have been led into this discovery also. It appears most
decidedly, that the former hatred I had to this sovereignty of Jz-
_povan -in election, and the universal hatred of all unregenerate
minds to the same divine truth, is an additional testimony in its favor.
©Oh! how blessed it is, when to all the other glorious assurances of our
.most holy faith, the Lorp gives us to see, that by grace we not only
differ from ourselves in- what we were before, but from the world.
How blessedly to this point is that prayer of Jesus. . I have given
them thy word, and the world hath Lated them because they are not
of the world, even as I am not of the world! John xvii. 14.

Reader! perhaps I shall surprize yow by what I am going to ob-
serve, but the fact is most certain and sure.  Amidst all the hatred of
mankind, in every instance of the unawakened and unregenerate,
throughout the whole earth, to the doctrine of Goo’s sovereignty in
election, Gop hath so constructed the human mind in such a way
and manner, that he absolutely overrules every son and daughter
of Adam, from the first dawn of reason to the close of life, in acting
or thinking, to practise election inall they say or do; and this every
day, and hour of the day, during the whole of their existence upon
earth. There is not an action or.design; there is not a motive of
conduct in thought, word, or decd, more or less, but what manifests
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in the whole race of men, their election to one way rather than to
another; whether they walk or talk, go hither or thither, associate
with this rather than that, eat of one food rather than another, and,
in short, in the whole tenor of their daily pursvits, habits, dress,
and all the eircumstances of life; choice, and election guides
them in all. So, then, while every man, yea, evesy ehild is guided
by the capricious whim and purpose of his own heart, to make his
daily election, as bis wayward humor guides him; the Lorp, who is
the only Being that, from his unerring wisdom, cannot make a wrong
choice, shall be the only One, according to man’s daring presump-
tion, which shall be restrained from making his election. Is not this
the real state of the case? And can any thing more fully dcmon-
strate the awfulness of man’s fall by sin, which hath induced such
tremendous effects in his very nature? And doth not this wonderful
display of divine wisdom, by overruling the human mind to do
that which he denies his Creator to do, seem to say, as if the Lorp
would conviet such daring ‘sinners to their face, by making them
continually practise themselves, what they call question and
arraign in their Maker. And when we consider, that it is in elec-
tion only the Lorp thus compels the whole earth to the practice, in
whatever country or clime, whatever form or constitution of reli-
gion, or none; wherever a human being is found, the very nature of
manis such, that he shall practise electien; doth it net, I say, seem
to intimate the Lorp’s overruling such a wonderful event to his own
glory; that while all the race of men by nature hate Gop’s election,
they shall condemn themselves by their own daily practice of it,
and thus, however unconscious, bear their unwilling testimony to
the great truth. Reader! see to it once more, whether the Apostle’s
marks are in your own testimony, and that you can say to yourself,
as he did to the Church; Knowing, brethren beloved, your election
of Gop! ,
—— e

REFLECTIONS.

Reaper! is it our privilege, like this Church, to give thanks te
Gop always for the divine grace, and mercy, and love, bestowed
upon us? Can it be said to you, and to me, as the Apostle did to the
Thessalonians, in the remembrance of our work of faith, and labor
of love, and patience of hope in our Lorp Jesus Curist, in the sight
of Gop our Fatuer? Can we with full assurance of faith, and in
the enjoyment of the same testimanies as Paul here marked down,
‘take up the well-grounded confidence of our election of Gon? Oh!
then, let us see to it, that our faith in JEsus is a working faith, work-
ing by love. That our hope is that hope founded in Cnrist, and his
blood and righteousness, which maketh not ashamed. 'That our
patience is that which the Apostle elsewhere describes, and which
worketh experience. And in the exercise of which, we wait for the
return of the SoN of Gop from heaven, who hath delivered us from
the wrath to come. This will be an honorablé testimony to the
Seiri’s work in our heart, and will most plainly shew, in the midst
of the awful day in which we live, what manner of entering in the
word of grace hath had in our souls; and how, through the vegeng-
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rating power of the SeiriT, the Lorp hath turned our hearts from
idols to serve the living and true Gop. Blessed be the electing love

of Gop the Faruex, the redemption by Curist, and the quicken-
ing of Gop the Hory Guosr!

CHAP. II

CONTENTS. ~

In this Chapter the Apostle dwells chiefly upon his Labors. among
them as a Minister of Cmrist. He stron‘gly cxprcsseth his Affection
Jor the People.

FOR yourselves, brethren, know our entrance
in unto you, that it was not in vain:

2 But even after that we had suffered before,
and were shamefully entreated as ye know, at
Philippi, we were bold in our God to speak unto
you the gospel of God with much contention.

3 For our exhortation was not of deceit, nor of
uncleanness, nor in guile:

4 But as we were allowed of God to be put in
trust with the gospel, even so we speak; not as
pleasing men, but God, which trieth our hearts.

-5 For neither at any time used, we flattering
. words, as ye know, nor a cloke of covetousness,
God 7s witness:

6 Nor of men sought we glory, neither of you,
nor yet of others, when we might have been gur-,
densome, as the apostles of Christ.

7 But we were gentle among you, even as a
nurse cherisheth her children:

8 So being aﬂectlonately desirous of you, we
were Wl“lnﬂ‘ to have imparted unto you, not
the gospel of God only, but also our own souls,
because ye were dear unto us.

9 For ye remember, brethren, our ]abour and
travail: for labouring mcrht and day, because we
would not be chargeable unto any of you, we
preached unto you the gospel of God.
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- 10 Ye are witnesses, and God also, how holily
and justly and unblameably we behaved ourselves
among you that believe.

11 As you know how we exhorted and com-
forted and charged every one of you, as a father
doih his children, .

12 That ye would walk worthy of God, who
bath called you unto his kingdom and glory.

- I have always considered this Chapter, since I knew any thing of
the Lorp, with peculiar pleasure, as opening the very heart of a
_faithful minister of Curist. And if the Reader be taught of Gob the
Seimir, how rightly to appreciate divine things, I venture to believe
that he will think with me, that the whole Chapter from beginning
to end, furnisheth. one of the most finished portraits of a truly ox-
dained minister of the Lorp Jesus. Oh! that it pleased the Al-
mighty Lorp of the harvest, to send such laborers into his harvest!
Obh! that we could look round, and behold many such coming forth in
this awful day, that we might be led to hope the Lorp would not then
remove our Candlestick out of its place! Rev. ii. 5.

I cannot propose, in a Poor AMan's Commentary, to follow the
Apostle through all the parts of the ministerial Jabors which he
hath enumerated in this Chapter. But I shall select a few of the mos¢
striking, and such as weré not confined to the days of the Apostles,
but more or less, correspond to the general state of the Church in alk
ages.

And I shall begin with the one which Paul himself hath begun
with, namely, the decided testimony that the Lorp the Hory Grosrt
sent him and his few faithful companions to labor in the word and
doctrine, from the evident blessings which attended their ministry.
You yourselves know, brethren, that our entrance in unto you was no¢
in vain.  Reader! it were to be most earnestly sought for from the
Lorp, that the Churches of the living Gop, both the people and the
minister have the Lorp’s testimony that his presence is among
them, by his blessings which go before and follow the word. There
is somewhat tremendously awful, when men run unsent into the
ministry, to whom it might be said, who hath required this at your
hand when ye tread my courts? Isaiah i. 12. And to behold multi-
tudes expressing seeming anxiety for the conversion of others, which
never were converted themselves, is among the awful signs of the
present times ! ‘
~ The next beantiful feature of character in Paul’s ministry is, what
he hath marked of opposition. Never was there a faithful servant of
Curist as yet unopposed. And very certain it is, that there never
will be, for then would ¢he offence of the cross be ceased. The
Apostlc appears to have marked it down, as a never failing token,
upon every occasion, that wherever the Lorp opened a great and
effectual door to preach his Gospel, there would be sure to be found
many adversaries. 1 Cor. xvi. 9. Hence the shameful treatment
Paul met at Philipps, is blessedly explained,by the success’ Puud



en.i] 1. THESSALONIANS. 81

found there in the Lorp’s blessing upon it. Lydia and the Juilor are
upon everlasting record, wherefore the devil roared, and stirred up
his agents te oppose and scourge the Apostles; and how many more
the Lorp might have called there, we are ieft to form hopes. See
Acts xvi. And such is the case in all ages, Wherever the Lorp sends
his faithful servants to gather his redeemed from among the world,
the Gospel of Gop must be delivered with much contention. To
preach Curist, and CrwuisT only, to insist upon the everlasting love
of Gob the Farngr, as Paul did, in choosing the Church in Curist
before the foundation of the world, predestinating that Church to the
adoption of children by Jesus Curist to himself, according to the
-good pleasure of his will, to preach wholly and solely, as Pau! did,
redemption through the blood of Curist, and to insist, ‘moreover,
that without the regeneration of the heart by Gop the SeiriT, as
Cursst himself did, there can be no entrance into his kingdom to
preach these glorious truths, as the whole of salvation will be, in-
deed, with much contention. - All modern Pharisees of the world
will take offence at such preaching, and such preachers, as the an-
tient ones did at Curist himself, and will not barely oppose, but
raise an hue and cry against both. And it is a blessed testimony to
the truth when such men oppose it. For, as they know not the
plague of their own heart, and never entered by the door of rege-
neration into the sheepfold, how shall they know the glorions,
distinguishing truths of the Gospel? Ephes. i. 4—10. John iii. 3. -
and x. 1.
The Apostle hath given another most striking character of his
faithfulness in the ministry, when he said, For our exhortation was
not of deceit, nor of uncleanness, nor in guile. But, aswe were allowed
o be put in trust with the Gospel, even so we speak; not as pleasing
snen, but Gob which trieth our hearts. What a lovely account is here
of a faithful minister of Jesus Carist! But itis a solemn question
to ask, whether such are not of deceit, and uncleanness, and guile,
who call themselves ministers of Crrist, and yet are men pleasers.
To bolster up Pharisees in compliments of their goodness, to sup-
press the grand and distinguishing doctrines of election, Crrisr’'s
atonement, and the final perseverance of the saints in submission to
such men’s false opinions, to suffer the Lorn’s people to go lean, in
keeping back the precious consolations of the Gospel, that the proud
may be gratified in having smooth things preached before them;
-these are awful signs of unfaithfulness in the ministry, wherever' they
are found! And what a striking appeal the Apostle makes, in con~
firmation of his faithfulness, when he doth it both before Gon and
man. - For neither (saith he) at any time used we flattering words, ye
know. Nor a cloke of cavetousness, Gop is witness. How very
‘blessed it must be thus to act in the ministry! The real Chuich of
‘Carist knows no distinction of persons. All are equally dear to
Jesvs. And equally dear they must be to his faithful ministers,
‘That servant of the Lorp, that 1s himself conscious of the plague of
his own heart, will exercise the greater jealousy over his people.
‘And, as more danger is to be dreaded from the leaven of the Pha-
Tisee, than from all the other causes of evil whatever; he that knows
his own heart will spare not others. * He will never fawn nor flatter,

You HI 'A M
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but rather, as Paul commanded Timothy, reprove, rebuke, exhort, with
all long-syffering and doctrine. And, if ever there was a day in
which this faithfulness was more imperiously necessary than ano-
ther, the present is so. Paul said the time would come when they
would not endure sound doctrine; ~but after their own lusts would
keap to themselves teachers having itching ears; turning away their
ears from the truth, and being turned unto fables. 2 Tim. iv. 2—4.
And had the Apostle pointed to this vefy age, as the day he alluded
to, it could not have been more correct in description. Instead of
making Curist the all in-all, as Paul did, human perfection is cried
up, and men are complimented with their zeal and liberality, and
almsdeeds, in promoting, as it is called, the spread of the Gospel.
Where is the model of Curist’s preaching discoverable in such
Essays? Who that reads Crrist’s first Sermon in the Jewish Syna-
gogue, can find any traces of it in the discourses of modern times?
His was to preach the Gospel to the poor, to heal the broken-hearted,
to preach deliverance to the captives, and recovering of sight to the
blind. Luke iv. 18. Happy the people who sit under preaching
formed on this plan?

One word more. We never can too much admire the affection
with which Paul describes his labors, and those of his companions in
the ministry, as he hath here represented it. We were gentle among
you, (saith he,) even as a nurse cherisheth her children. 'The image
is most tender, and is designed to represent how very watchful the
faithful servants of the Lorp are of his fold, and how affectionately
they bear with all the weaknesses and wants, and even waywardness
of the babesand the young of Curist’s family. But, while I admire
Paul’s figure of the nurse, I cannot but remark his modesty also, in
taking that of the nurse, and not of the mother. The nurse, yea,
the tenderest nurse is not the real, but only the foster mother. Jrsus
hath taken this image of the mother to himself, and to himself alone
it belongs; and, therefore, Paul doth not presume to use it. As one
whom his mother comforteth, so will I comfort you. Isaiah lxvi. 13.
But I pray the Reader to observe what a fulness of love the Apostle
hath summed up in his expressions, when he saith, that being so
affectionately desirous of the Lorp’s people, they were willing to have
imparted to them, not the Gospel of Gob only, but also their own souls,
because they were dear to them. It is hardly possible, in the cold
and selfish times in which we live, to enter into an.apprehension of
the warmth of Paul’s heart. All he had, and all he knew ; his gifts,
and graces, and enjoyments were all for the people, among whom he
labored in word and doctrine; yea, his very soul was theirs, because
Curist and his members are all one.  Oh! what a lovely view of the
affectionate minister of Curist! If the Reader would wish to see the
several features more largely drawn, I refer him to Acts xx.'17, &ec.

We must not overlook the disinterested conduct of Paul and his
companions in their ministerial services, that it was all free, and
without cost or charges. He labored night and day at his trade of
tent-making, that the Gospel might bring no expence to his hearers.
See Acts xviii. 8.. Not, as he elsewhere said, because that he had
no right of eating of their bread, while he fed themn with the bread
of life; see 1 Cor. ix. 14. and Commentary; but because it was'de-
Yightful to his generous mind to be not burdensome to the people. He
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knew the blessedness and truth, in his own experience of his Lorp’s
words, and acted upon them. Acts xx. 33—-35, Reader! do not over-
look this part also of Paul’s character! '

Allow me to add one word more on this beautiful passage, in which
the outlines of a faithful minister~of Carisr is so correctly drawn.
I beg the Reader to observe how the Apostle tells the Church that
they were witnesses, and Gop also, how holily and justly, and un-
blameably,_ they had behaved themselves among them, and also had
exhorted and charged them as a father doth his children, that they
would also walk worthy of Gop, who had called them unto his king
dom and glory.

I entreat the Reader to be the meore attentive to this feature of the
ministerial character, as drawn by Gop the Hory Grost with the
pen of Paul, because many, either from ignorance or perversity, are
perpetually mistaking the subject, as though they who preach the
great truths of the Gospel in Gop’s electing love, Curist’s redeem-
ing blood and righteousness, and Gop the SririT’s regenerating grace,
do not inculcate ‘obedience, neither exhort to godliness and an holy
life. Whereas the fact is the very reverse. Preachers sent by Gop
the HoLy Grost, (and none unsent by him are sent at all,) being
themselves regenerated, (and an unregenerate man was never or-
dained by the Hory Guost,) begin the subject where Curist begins
it. Make the tree good, (saith Jusus,) and kis fruit good. Matt. xii.
83. Until the sinner is born again, he is dead in trespasses and
sins. Ephesians ii. 1. Hence, when a soul is himself renewed and
ordained by the Hory Guost, and sent forth to preach Carist, he
simply preacheth Curist, and nothing beside. He doth, as Moses
did in the wilderness, lif¢ up the SoN of man, that whosoever believeth
in him may not perish, but have eternal life. John iii. 14, 15. And
when Gop the Seirir, who sends the word, gives power to the
word, and by his regenerating grace quickens the sinner to a new and
spiritual life, then all the blessed effects are the consequence, which
the Apostle here describes. Holiness of life and conversation will
always follow the renewed life. But to do as some modern teachers
would prescribe, namely, to address the ungodly, and call them to
faith and repentance, is like bidding the Zthiopian to change his:
skin, and the leopard his spots. Reader! do pause over the beautiful
portrait which the Hovy Grost himself hath drawn by Paul, of a
faithful minister of Curist, and admire the loveliness of his cha-
racter! . o ~

"~ 13 For this cause also thank we God without
ceasing, because, when ye received the word of
God which ye heard of us, ye received it not as
the word of men, but as it is in truth, the word of
‘God which effectually worketh also in you that
Dbelieve, '

~ 14 For ye, brethren, became followers of the
churches of God which in Judea are in Christ
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Jesus: for ye also have suffered like things of your
own countrymen, even as they have of the Jews:

15 Who both killed the Lord Jesus and their
own prophets, and have persecuted us; and they
please not God, and are contrary to all men;

16 Forbidding us to speak to the Gentiles that
they might be saved, to fill up their sin alway:
for the wrath is come upon them to the uttermost :

17 But we, brethren, being taken from you
for a short time in presence, not in heart, endea-
voured the more abundantly to see your face with
great desire.

- 18 Wherefore we would have come unto you,
even I Paul, once and again; but Satan hindered
us.

19 For what 4s our hope, or joy, or crown of
rejoicing? Are not even ye in the presence of our
Lord Jesus Christ at his coming?

20 For ye are our glory and joy.

How very lovely it is to observe the Apostle following up the
account he gave the Church, of his going in and out before them
with thanksgivings to the Lorp for the success of his ministry! And
I beg the Reader to observe no less, how blessedly he traceth all the
success of his labors to this one source, in the Lorp’s disposing them
to receive the word of Gop, not as the word of men, but as it is in
truth, the word of Gop. It isalways blessed to behold CrrisT’s ser-
vants referring all the glory where alone it is due. We have a
beautiful instance, Acts iit. 12,

We can easily conceive what the Apostle alludes to, when he saith,
that he was taken away from them, meaning, as his history informs
us, when he was hurried away at the time the uprear was made
against Paul and his companions; Acts xvii. 5. And the hindrance
of Satan, meaning his agents, was what Paul more than once no-
ticed. See Rom. 1, 13. :

I admire the gxpression of the Apostle, when he calls the Church
" their hope and joy. Not that he meant that he was their hope, or
they his, for both rested wholly upon Carist, and Carisr is all the
joy of the Church, both in heaven and earth. But Paul beheld the
Church of the Thessalonians as a beautiful building, founded with
himselt wholly in Curist; and in the labor of the work, the wise
Master-builder had condescended to employ Paul and his compas
uions. As such, their furtherance in the knowledge and love of
Curist, became a subject of great joy to the Apostle. And he was -
looking forwatd to the day of Curist’s coming, with holy rapture
and delight, as the blessed period, when he should see them and the
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whole Church arrived to that perfection én Crrist, and of, and from
Curist, as he hath described to the Church of the Ephesians.
Chap. iv. 13. ' :

Reader! pause, and contemplate the holy view, for it is both: holy
and blessed. This perfection in Carist, is Curist himself made
perfect in his Church. We are said to come in the unity of the
Juaith, and of the kaowledge of the Son of Gov o a perfect man;
namely, CorisT in his fulness, having all his mystical body, his
saints, then fully and perfectly prepared in body, soul, and spirit,
for the everiasting enjoyment of their Lorp to all eternity. Every
member brought home. Every facvlty most compleatly blessed.,
All deriving their beauty from Crrist, and all made holy én Curist,
This will be the wonder of heaven, when Curist’s glory and
beauty will communicate and refiect both glory and beauty to all his
members, and all the vast ends of the Sox of Gop, in marrying
human nature, will be consummated, and seen by worlds of ad-
miring spectators, and Crrist will be beheld everlastingly blessed
and glorious in Himself and in them, and they in Him, and shine
as the stars around his Person for evermore. Reader! well might
‘Paul express himself as he did, in the contemplation of this glory,
which shall be revealed! And well may you and I look forward
“to this great day of Gob, if we now know him here in grace, for
we shall then assuredly know him in glory. He shall come (saith the
Apostle) to be glorified in his saints, and to be admired in all them
dhat believe. 2 Thes, i. 10. ‘

B -

REFLECTIONS.

LEr as many ministers of the Lorp Jesus Curist as read this pre-
eious chapter, beg for grace, to be enabled to follow the Apostle’s
example in their ministry, and humbly pray for the same success.
Oh! what an arduous undertaking, what a solemn trust, what dis= -
tinguished honor, and what vast responsibility. Who that consi-
dered it as he ought, but would rather shrink from the high calling,
than run unsent! But let every faithful servant of Jesus not despond.
JEesus is the all-sufliciency both of his ministers and people.  And
he that looks wholly to Jesus, and draws all his resources from Jesus,
whether minister or people, will never fail of finding an all-suffici-
ency for his own soul, and for his labor among others. Where Gop
the Seirir ordains, he will give the suvited supply. And those

“words of the Lorp are suflicient to carry the servant through the
whole of his labor. ~ Lo/ I am with you alway, even unto the end
" of the world! . .

And no less, ye people of Gon! do you hold up the hands of the
Lorp’s servant, who goeth in and out before you by the Logrp’s ap-
pointment, by prayer and supplication, for a blessing on his labors.

Bt is a sweet encouragement to the faithful laborer in"the Lorp’s
vineyard, when he knows that his people go before with their prayers
to ‘the Lorp for his blessing, and follow him for supplications for
pardon ‘to all his imperfections.  And where the Lorp hath blessed
a Church with a faithful servant,” who taketh the oversight of the
Church of Curist, ot by constraint, but willingly; not for filthy
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“lucre, but of a ready mind: what may not be hoped-for from the
divine blessing on such a congregation, both of minister and people!
Lorp, the Seirit! send Pastors after thine own heart, which shall feed
thy people with knowledge und understanding !

——
——

CHAP. IIL

CONTENTS.

This is @ short but interesting Chapter. Every Verse is expressive
of the Apostle’s Love for the Church. Amidst his Sufferings, he finds
Comforts in their Soul-prosperity.

HEREFORE when we could no longer
forbear, we thought it good to be left at
Athens alone;

2 And sent Timotheus, our brother, and mi-
nister of God, and our fellow-labourer in the
Gospel of Christ, to establish you, and to comfort
you concerning yOU]1 falth .

By Paul’s sending Timothy to the Church of the Thessalonians,
while he himself stood much in need of this young wman’s services,
we plainly discover how little he regarded himself when the welfare
of the Church was befere him. I have often thought, and prayed
for grace to follow it, that the whole life of Curist’s ministers ought
to be directed in no one pursuit but the Lorp’s glory, in waiting upon
and enquiring into the wants of the Lorp’s people. If there was
less selfishness about my poor heart, I should consider it no inter~
ruption, but rather rejoice in the occasion which .called me from
(otherwise the pleasing employment of) study, to listen to the com-
plaints and enquiries of the humble, and the weak of the Lorp’s
family. And, I believe, that among those faithful omes in Curist’s
service, who have sought out, without waiting to be sent for, the
sorrowful and tempted in the houshold of faith; they have found their
own souls often refreshed, when the Lorp hath caused them to mini-
ster to the refreshment of others. Paul himself found this to be the
case, for he told the Church, that he longed to see them, that he
might impart unto them some spiritual gift, to the end they might be
established, and himself comforted by the mutual faith both in them
and him. Rom. i. 11, 12. And very sure I am, that next to the
word of Gop, in,the Lorp’s teaching, sick rooms and dying cham-
bers are the bLest books, under the Seirrr’s explaining them, from
whence a minister, ordained of Gon the Hory Guost, may learn
subjects for preaching. :

3 That no man should be moved by these afflic-

tions: for yourselves know that we are appointed
thereunto. -
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4 For verily, when we were with. you, we told
you before that we should suffer tribulation ; even
as it came to pass, and ye know.

1t should seem, that part of the sorrows of the Thessalonians was
on the Apostle’s -account. They knew that he had been driven
from them by the storm raised round the house of Juson, from
whence the brethren had sent away Peul by night. See Acts xvii.
1—15. And as he had been obliged to flee to Athens from Berea, .
their fears on his account were increased. How sweetly Paul reminds
them of what he had continually preached as the true marks of the
Apostolic charactér. No man should be moved by affiictions. It is
JEsus which appoints, watches over, regulates, and sanctifies them.
How little understood are those things in the present hour? If a
faithful minister of Carist was to be sought for, in the present day
by this mark of persecution, to what congregation would the enquiry
be made? The general feature of the times is, to soften as much as
may be, doctrines which are not palatable, for others of a more
accommodating spirit. The primitive days of our fathers, after the
Lorp in his mercy had caused this'land to emerge from popery,
were remarkable for holding forth the word of life. The great truths
of our holy faith, such as the election of Gop, redemption wholly by
Curist, the ‘regeneration by the Hory Gsiost, and the everlasting
safety of the Church, in the final perseverance of the Lord’s re-
deemed ones, were never lost sight of in their ministry. But how
are these esteemed in the present hour, when, under the delusive
pretence of spreading the truths of Gov, men of the most opposite
priaciples in religion mingle together, concealing their different
views of faith, that they may give no offence to each other. What
would Pgul have said to this smothering spirit, had he lived in these
days? His affectionate Epistle to the Thessalonians, in charging
them not to be moved by the afflictions of persecation, would have
been totally unnecessary. ‘ ’

5 For this cause, when I could no longer for-
bear, I sent to know your faith, lest by some
means the tempter have tempted you, and our
labour be in vain.

6 But now when Timotheus came from you
unto us, and brought us good tidings of your faith
and charity, and that ye have good remembrance
of us always, desiring greatly to see us, as we also
Zo sec you: ‘ : ‘

7 Therefore, brethren, we were comforted over
you all in our affliction and distress by your faith.

8 For now we live, if ye stand fast in the Lord. .

9 For what thanks can we render to God again
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for you, for all the joy wherewith we joy for your
sakes before our God:

10 Night and day praying exceedingly that we
might see your face, and might perfect that which
is lacking 1n your faith? o

In the present day of the Gospel, when the spirit of persecution is
known only in name, it is hardly possible to conceive, how the minds
of the faithful were exercised, when, as Paul here saith, he could no
longer forbear to know how they stood in the faith; and how the
heart of the Apostle rejoiced, in the tidings he received, of the
Church’s welfare. - It is’ blessed when the Church centers all in
Curist.  The least departure from this, is going off the foundation.
But when all rests on Curist, and all is built up in Curist; per-
fect peace, and happiness, will mark the order, and joy of the people.
Blessedly Paul calls this life.  For now we live (saith he) if ye stand
Jast in the Lorp. -

11 Now God himself and our Father, and our
Lord Jesus Christ, direct our way unto you.

12 And the I.ord make you to increase and
abound in love one toward another, and toward all
men, even as we do toward you:

13 To the end he may establish your hearts un-
blameable in holiness before God, even our Fa-
ther, at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ with

all his saints..» ~ ¢
Some have thought, that the whole Persons of the GopHEAD are
included in this prayer of the Apostle. Gop himself the Hovy
Guosr the great Author of his holy word; and our Faruer; and
our Lorp Jesus Curist. But whether so, or not, certainly the
whole GopmnEeap is engaged, in those Covenant-acts, as relating to
the Church. And in all our removals, from place to place, the
Lorn’s people are under the special, and personal presence, and
blessing, of the whole Gopurap. See John xiv. 23, 26. Rev. 1. 4, 5.
And, it is very precious to a child of Gob, when he finds a cor-
responding effect in his own soul, that his access to Gop, and com=’
munion with Gop, as well as the gracious visits from Gop; are all
bringing testimony with them of those blessings. For. this becomes
a practical evidence, of living under the constant influence of the
love of Gob, the grace of the Lorp Jrsus Curist, and the commu-
nion of the Hovy Grost. 2 Cor. xiii. 14. :

e O R Y S s
REFLECTIONS.

Wro can'behold the affection, manifested by the Apostle to the
Church, as set forth in this Chapter, without being struck with the
conviction, that there is, there must be, in every faithful minister of
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Curist ordained, and sent forth, as Paul was, by the HoLy Guosr,
somewhat of the same love and affection. How is it possible for
that man to be earnest in the service of souls; whose own soul is
not melted by graee, into an ardent desire; for their everlasting wel-
fare? Coldness, deadness, and an indifferency, argue, yea, prove,
an unsuitableness for the ministry. And, whatever gifts and talents
of the head a man may possess, in the mere letter-knowledge of the
truths of Gop; he will never énter into the ministry with an earnest~
ness to win souls, except a sensé of lhis own salvdtion, inakes him feel
for others. Blessed Paul counts it Ais life, while the Church lived.
The salvation of the people, was his hope, and crown of rejoicing.
And hence, he could, and did say: as you have acknowledged, so
we trust you shall acknowledge even to the end, that we are your re-
Joicing, as ye also are ours, in the day of the Lorp JEsus. Reader!
it will be your happiness, and mine, to discover our hearts brought
into the same oneness of spirit, in Curist. His is the glory, and
ours is the happiness. And, while both minister and people, are
established by his grace, in him; we shall then be accepted, un-
blameable in holiness in him, before Gob, evei our Farngr, at the
coming of our Lorp Jesus CHrist with all his saints. '

CHAP. IV.

CONTENTS.
The Apostle is here exhorting the Clurch, o the blessed Fruits,
and Effects, of Regeneration. He sweetly comforts the Lorp’s People,
on the Subject of the Body sleeping in JEsus.
FURTHERMORE then we beseech you, bre-
thren, and exhort you by the Lord Jesus, that -
as ye-have received of us how ye ought to walk
ang to please God, so ye would abound more and
more. ‘
2 For ye know what commandments we gave
you by the Lord Jesus,
3 For this is the will of God, even your sancti-
fication, that ye should abstain from fornication :
4 That every one of you should know how to
possess his vessel in sanctification and honour;
5 Not in the lust of concupiscense, even as the
Gentiles which know not God. ‘ '
6 That no man go beyond and defraud his bro-
ther in any matter : because that the Lord is the
Ve ML ‘ ‘N , ' '
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avenger of all such, as we also have forewarned
ou and testified. '

7 For God hath not called us unto uncleanness,

but ynto holiness. »

8 He therefore that despiseth, despiseth not

man, but God, who hath also given unto us his
holy Spirit.
" In the opening of this Chapter, we find the Apostle, calling upon
the "Church, to exercise those distinguishing features of ‘character,
which are the immediate fruits of regeneration. If we live in the
spirit, let us also walk in the spirit. Now, for the better apprehen-
sion of the subject itself, ‘as well as the special arguments, by which
alone the Apostle calls upon believers to the practice of holiness; I
very earnestly beg the Reader to attend to what the Apostle hath
said, in these verses. First. Itisto the Church Paul here speaks;
and not unto the unawakened, carnal, and ungodly world. He con-
siders them as in a state of regeneration; for he saith: as ye have
received of us how ye ought to walk and please Gop. A plain proof
that he considered them as such, who from being called out of the
Adam-nature of sin, had received Curist Jesus as the whole of
salvation; and were looking to him for grace in the exercise of all
gospel sanctification. Secondly. Asthe principle of the new life by
regeneration, was wrought in the heart; so the effect of it would
manifest itself in the life, in all holy conversation, and godliness.
Nothing can be more manifest, that this is the whole drift of the
Apostle’s precept. As ye have received of us how ye ought to walk.
There can be no walk, for there is no life, in one, dead in trespasses
and sins. . Bat, as the Church was no longer dead in trespasses and
sins; so, from the new life imparted, it was expected, suitable ac-
tions of life would appear. Ye have received of us the knowledge of
these things; look to it then, that there be a suitable correspondence.

And this appears with yet further evidence, from what follows.
For this s the will of Gop even your sanctification. Gobp’s will is,
that ‘Carist is made of Gop unto his people, wisdom, righteousness,
sanctification, and redemption. 1 Cor. 1. 80. Then, as thisis Gop’s
will, and Curist is the sanctification of his people; this life of
Curist in the soul, will manifest itself, in all corresponding. conduct.
Cirist reigns, and rules within; and is the source of every thing
blessed to his people. Hence, therefore, it is known from the actions
without, that CurisT reigns within. For they that are CuRIsT’S have
crucified the flesh with the affections and lusts. Gal. v. 24.

And, it should be observed yet further, that the sins of our cor-
rupt nature, which the Gentiles were much addicted to, were not
¢onsidered by them, in the light which the Gospel regarded. Hence
Paul, writing to a Church chiefly gathered from Gentiles, found
occasion, more particularly to advert to this subject. And where the
Hory Srizir was given, which a state of regeneration implies, it
became an interesting . part of the Apostle’s exhortations, to shew
the Church, how eflectually his Almighty power was manifested, in
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the lives of Gop’s people, in that work of the new-birth, wrought
upon the heart. Agreeably to what Jokn, the beloved Apostle,
taught, Whoever is born of Gob, doth mot commit sin; for his seed
remaineth in him; and he cannot sin because he is bom of Gop, 1
John iii. 9. Reader! it is very blessed to see, where the security of
Gop’s people is found; that all strength in a life of grace, and
righteousness, may be sought for only from the Lozp! Fox further
v1ews on sancuﬁcatxon see 2 Thess. ii. 13,

9 But as touching brotherly love, .ye need not
‘that 1 write unto you: for ye yourselves are taught
of God to love one another..

10 And indeed ye do it toward all the brethren
which are in all Macedonia: but we beseech you
brethren, that ye increase more and more.

11 And that ye study to be quiet, and to do
your own business, and to work with your own
hands, as we commanded you;

- 12 That ye may walk honestly toward them
that are without, and that ye may have lack of
“nothing.

I do not think it necessary to offer a single observation upon these
,‘verses. Blotherly love towards one another in those who are mem-~
" bers of Curist’s body, isnot only a principle which carries with it
~ its own conviction, but is so strongly enforced, from the very rela- "

tionship in which those members are knit to each other; that, as the

Apostle saith, it is not needful to write upon it. Truly regenerated

_-.souls, are one in Curisr.  And where they are so, there can be no

schism. The sorrow, or joy, which one hath, all must partake in;

Af this membership be truly a living principle. 1 Cor. xii. 25, 26.

And, in relation to Church members, walking honestly toward them

that are without ; it were a reproach to the name of Carist, if the

ungodly had any charge to bring against them. Very sweet to this
purpose, is that comprehensive exhortatlon, by the . Hory Gwuost to

the Church : that whatsoever tlzzngs are true, honest, just, pure, lovely,
and of good report; believers in CHRrisT are expccted above all men,

to be eminent in the praciice of these things. Philip. iv. ‘8.

13 But I would not have you to be ignorant,
brethren, concerning them which are asleep, that
ye sorrow not, even as others which have no hope.

14 For if we believe that Jesus died and rose
again, even so them also which sleep in Jesus will
-God bring with him.

15 For this we say unto you by the word of the
Nz
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Lord, that we which are alive and remain unto
the coming of the Lord shall not prevent them
which are asleep. ' |

16 For the Lord himself shall descend from
heaven with a shout, with the voice of the arch-
angel, and with the trump of God: and the dead
in Christ shall rise first :

17 Then we which are alive and remain shall be
caught up together with them in the clouds, to
meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be
with the Lord.

18 Wherefore comfort one another with these
words,

Perhaps there is not a more affectionate passage inthe word of
Gop, to soothe the sorrows of our nature, under the humbling pros=
pect of the grave, in the death of our friends, and the sure de-
parture of ourselves, than what Gop the HorLy Guost hath here
given to the Church, by his servant the Apostle. 1 have often read
1t, with, I hope, profit and delight. And I do not conceive, that
a child of Gop, under divine teaching, can ever read it, butat every
renewed perusal, with increasing comtort. )

It appears, that the Church of the Thessalonians had very.imper-
fect apprehensions, on the interesting subject of the dead in CarisT.
And it was our mercy, that their ignorance gave oceasion to Gob the
Seirit, to teach the Church, what is here so blessedly explained,
concerning it. The finst thing I beg the Reader to remark with me,
in the passage, is, the expression, of being asleep in Jusus. He
doth not call it death, but sleep. It is remarkable, that in relation to
the death of Lazarus, Jusus called it sleep. Our friend Eazarus
sleepeth; but I go that I may awake him out of sleep ! See John xi. 11,
and Commentary. The blessed dead, which die in Carist, die in
union with his Person. As such, they are part of Crmrist. The
.voice John heard from heaven, declared this, and bid the beloved
Apostle write it down. Rev. xiv. 13. Hence, this is more properly
called sleep, than death; for by virtue of this union, there is a
principle, Ey which they are still part of Curist, and by which the
Lorp becomes to them at the last day, the resurrection and, the life.
John xi. 25.  So that, in death, or life, Curist is the believer’s por-
tion; and the belieyer is a member of Curist’s mystical body. And
this oneness, union, and interest in Curist, so totally difters from
the Christless dead, that the HoLy Grosr is pleased to call it sleep,
rather than death. They sleep in JEsus. i

Secondly. The Howy Guosr by Paul, commands the Church
concerning all such, that the sorrow which surviving believers feel, in
their departure, is not to be as the grief of those who mourn over
the hopeless dead. The Lorp doth not forbid all sorrow; for the
Lorp allows nature’s feelings to have vent. And Jesus himself wept
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at the grave of Lazarus. John xi. 25. But the tears of Gobn’s
people, shed over the remains of the dead which die in the Lozp, are
like the spiced wine of the Pomegranate. The tears of nature, are
sweetened in Crrist. . There is a blessed hope, yea, an assured hope,
they shall again live. See a beautiful account by Job, xiv. 13-15.
hirdly. The belief in Curist’s resurrection, brings up afier it,
a full assurance, of the resurrection of all his members. They who
sleep in Jesus, must arise with Jesus, For Carist died, and arose,
as the common head of his body the Church. Not as a private
person ; but in a public capacity. Hence, in his resurrection, the
Church; in every individual member, is included; for Curist was
declared to be the first fruits of them that sleep. For #o this end,
{saith the HoLy Guost by Paul,) Curist both died, and rose, and
revived, that he might be Lorp both of the dead and living. Rom.
xiv. 9. Seel Cor. xv. and Commentary. s :

Fourthly., There is somewhat particularly striking, in the Apostle’s
manner of expression on this subject, when he saith: For this we say
unto you by the word of the Lorp. It is ngt said when Paul received

- this message to deliver to the Church. Neither doth he make any
other preface, by way of introduction. But, it sheuld seem, from
the words themselves, that though all the Apostle delivered to the
Church, was in the Lozp’s name, and by the Lorp’s authority; yet
he had now somewhat to deliver on this subject, of the resurrection
of the bodies of saints sleeping in Jesus: and of the change to be
wrought on the bodies of saints, which would be found alive at the
last day; which he had ‘not bhad either the knowledge of himself
before, or direction to communicate to the Church. Hence, like the
Prophets of old, who frequently, in the midst of their preaching,
called up the attention of the Church yet more strikingly, with break=
ing off, and saying ; Thus saith the Lorp: so Paul here adoptsa similar
manner of expression, and saith: For this we say unto you by the
word of the Lorp. Reader! we have great cause to bless Gop the
Serrr, for this special revelation, on a subject so very interesting,
both to ourselves, and to all the members of Cumst’s mystical
body, whereby we learn, under divine teaching, wherefore we ought
not to sorrow, concerning the departed in Carist, as others that
kave no hope. And Ipray the Reader, to be particularly attentive, to
the very blessed manner, in which Gop the Hory Guost hath tanght
the Church, on those most momentous points.

The Apostle begins with the state of those saints of Gop, which
are found in the body at Carist’s coming. We (saith he) which are
alive and remain unto the coming of the Lorp shall not prevent them
which are asleep. Now, let the Reader observe, that by the we, whick
are alive; Paul did not mean himself, or any of the Church of Gop
then living.  For, in his second Lpistle to this same Church, he posi-
tively declared to them, that the day of CawisT was not at hand.  For
(saith he) that day shall not come except there comé a falling away
Jirst, and that man of sin be revealed, the son of perdition. 1 Thess.
H. 1=-3. But Paul speaks in the name of the Church, .in that part
of Curist’s members which shall be alive, when CurisT comes o be
gloriﬁed in his saints, and to be admired in all them that believe. 2

'hess.i. 10.  Hence, by the way, we are-taught, that there .thall
be a PQ?MQ of Cumist’s mystical body alive, at his second coming.
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The Apostle next proceeds, in the name of the Lorp, to shew the
Church, how they are to be disposed of, who pass not through the
territories of death, and the grave, to the embraces of CrrisT. We
shall not prevent them (saith Paul) which are asleep. The word pre-
vent is an old English word, and means, fo go before : we shall not be
first changed, before the dead which sleep in JEsus shall be awakened
to Curist’s arms. This is a sweet thought, on every account. For
it shews the watchful care of Jesus, over his sleeping members; and
becomes a blessed comment of the Lorp’s own, on that sweet Scrip-
ture: Precious in the sight of the Lowp is the death of his saints.
Psm. cxvi. 15. And it is blessed on another account. The living
members of Curist’s mystical body, will find their spirits abun«
dantly strengthened, in beholding the dead in Curist arise to the
wonders. of eternity. And what joy will burst forth, at the second
voice of the Archangel, and the trump of Gon! Yea, what inex-
pressible emotions will be felt by all the living in Carist, at that
time, when they shall see JEsus personally descending from heaven,
in all the splendor, as here described, of glory?

 Next, Paul describes the wonderful change, afier the dead in
Curist have first risen, which will instantly follow, on the bodies
of the saints then living. Ther we (saith he) which are alive and
remain, shall be caught up together with them in the clouds, to meet the
Lorp in the air. And so shall we ever be with the Lorp! The
Apostle doth not say kow the change of our vile bodies, which have
not gone down to the grave, shall be accomplished. It is sufficient
for the Church to know, that it shall be done: though the process
we are not made acquainted with. But, as those bodies of the
saints, which are sown in corruption, are promised to be taised im
incorruption ; and their natural bodies, raised spiritual bodies: 1 Cor.
xv. 44. we are led to conclude, the same change will be accomplished,
though not in the same way : So that all the members of Camst’s
mystical body, shall be alike prepared, and qualified, for _the ever=
lasting enjoyment of Gop in glory. Oh! what unknown felicity will
the saints of Gop be brought into, when those bodies, which now
interrupt the spiritual pleasures of the renewed soul, will interrupt
them no more; yea, then will join in all their enjoyments. Well
might the Apostle add : wherefore comfort, or exhbort one‘anotlzc_r
with these words. Let Gop’s people, under all bereaving providences,
when at any time the Lorp takes home :any of his redeemed ones;
let them call to remembrance, what Gop the Hovy Guost hath
here so sweetly, and fully unfolded : they that live in CurisT by re-
generation, sleep in JEsus at death till the resurrection. They are
part of Curist; and whether living or dying, in life or death, they
are the Lorp’s. And they whom the Lorp appoints to be alive in
the body, at his coming, shall be instantly changed into a glorified
body in Curist, as those of Carist’s which arise at the voice of the
Archangel, and the trump of Gop. Both shall be equally blessed in
Carist; and be everlastingly happy with him, in glory. See Jude 9.

e e ————
REFLECTIONS.

Resper! what a blessed consideration is it, to the renewed soul
in Curist, that He who is made of Gob to us wisdom, and righteous~
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ness; is no less our sanctification, and redemption? And, ‘it is among
the most blessed of all thoughts, and ‘which Gop the Hory Grost
is for ever impressing on the minds of his people, that our oneness
and union with the Lorn Jesus, brings up after it, an interest,” in ail
that belongs to him as Curist. ‘Our union with his Person, givesa
security to our life ¢n him, our graces from him, and our everlasting
happinesswith him ; for assuredly, where He'is, there must his mem=
bers be. Precious JEsus may I never lose sight of those gracious
assurances of thine. Because I live y¢ shall live also.

Blessed Lorp the Seumir! thanks to thee, for 'sending thy servant
to teach the Charch, how to regulate our sorrows, when under
bereaving providences. = Never let my soul mourn any miore, when
any die in the Lorp. Tears may fall. Yea, Jesus will not be dis-

" pleased when they fall. It is the funeral of ‘nature. "And JEsus,
who wept himseif at Lagarus’s tomb, will not be angry if any
weep at mine. -But grace triumphs. It is not death, but sleep, yea,
a sweet refreshing sleep, when Jesus calls home his members. But
while we hear the voice which Joln heard, we may write it as the
imscription on''the graves of the saints. Blessed are the dead whick
die in the Lorp! And, as sure as they sleep in Jesus; so sure Gop
will bring them with Jesus in that day when he comes. ‘And ye
members of CarisT, who are yet unborn, whom Jesus shall appoint
to be alive at his coming; ye also shall partake in the triumphs of his
coming. Though ye go not:down to the grave, yet will the Lorp -
change your vile bodies, under which ye groan, and fashion them
like unto his glorious body; according'to the power whereby he is
able to subdue all things to himself. ' Lowp! give grace to thy

- Church, that amidst all the dying circumstances of thy people here

below, we may be able to comfort, and to exhort one another with
these words! c

CHAP. V.,
. CONTENTS, ;

The Apostle closeth his FEpistle in this Chapter. He describes the
striking Difference of the Lord’s coming, as he will appear to his
Church, and to the Ungodly. - He again exhorts the Church to be
comforted : and closeth the Epistle with his Apostolic Blessing, ‘

T UT of the times and the seasons, brethren, ye.
‘ have no need that I write unto you. =
. 2 For yourselves know perfectly that the day of
the Lord so cometh as a thief in the night.

3 For when they shall say, Peace and safety;
then - sudden destruction cometh upon them, as
fravail upon a woman. with child; and they shall
not escape, S ' ' S
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The Apostle in the close of the former Chapter, having so bless-
edly spoken to the Church, concerning the great day of Gop ; begins
this, with shewing the dreadful effects, the Lorp’s coming would have
on the minds of the ungodly. He makes use of two very striking
similitudes, to represent the horrible distress, with which the grace-
less, and unawakened, will be overtaken in that day. First, that
of a thief, coming at the dark hour of midnight intb a man’s house,
when all are asleep, in apparent quiet, and safety; to surprize, and
murder the unconscious inhabitants. And, secondly, that of a woman
in travail,. whose agonies, for the time, are supposed to be the
sharpest our nature 1s capable of  feeling; and are therefore called
(dolores tergiversantes) thundering pains.  And this latter is rendered
still more striking in resemblance, because the pains of child-bearing,
are the fruits of our first mother’s transgression, and entailed upon all
her daughters, passing through the hour of nature’s extremity. Gen.
iii. 16. “And the sinner’s day of wrath, is the fruit also, of our own
transgression. Oh! who shall conceive, or imagine, the horrors of
that day, to every Christless son, and daughter of Adam? Where
shall the ungodly and the sinner appear? What paleness, and con-
vulsion of soul, will that sentence induce; depart ye cursed ! Matt,
xxv. 41.

4 But ye, brethren, are not in darkness, that
that day should overtake you as a thief.

" 5 Ye are all children of light, and the children
of the day: we are not of the night, nor of dark-
ness. :

6 Therefore let us not sleep, as do others; but
let us watch and be sober.

7 For they that sleep sleep in the night, and
they that be drunken are drunken in the night.

8 But let us, who are of the day, be sober, put-
ting on the breast-plate of faith and love : and for
an helmet, the hope of salvation.

9 For God hath not appointed us to wrath, but
to obtain salvation by our Lord Jesus Christ,

10 Who died for us, that, whether we wake or
sleep, we should live together with him.

11 Wherefore comfort yourselves together, and
edify one another, even as also ye do.

How very gracious was it in the Lorp the Seirit, while describing

the awful “events of this great day of Gob, as they will overtake
" the wicked; to comfort the Lorp’s people, with the assurance of
their safety, when surrounded with such tremendous judgments, in
their view, before them? And, I beg the Reader to be careful with
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me to observe, from whence, and in what, their safety is found.
Not in themselves, or their own attainments. For wherein do they
differ from’others? and what have they which they did not receive ?
Not from: birth, or descendants in nature. For all are alike born
in the same Adamsstock, of whom Scripture bears testimony, there
s none good, no not one.’ Rom. iii. 12. Not in works of righteousness
which they have done; for they were by nature children of wrath, -
even as others. Ephes. ii. 8.- But Paul blessedly shews the cause;
because by the water of regeneration, and a renewing of the Hory
Gsost; shed ‘upon them abundantly, through Jesus Carist our
Lorp. Titus iii. 3—7. And here again, the Apostle sums up all in
one, the sole cause, of their safety, and their everlasting blessedness
in Cmrist Jusus; because Gop (saith he) hath not appointed them to
wrath, but to obtain salvation by our Lorp Jesus Cmrist. And
hence, the Apostle adds, He déed for us, that whether we wake or
sleep, we should live together with him. Song v.2. Matt. xxv. 5.
Here is the sole cause of mercy. This the glorious security of the
Churchi Hence no day can overtake them, no surprize of the mid-
night hour alarm. Sleeping, or waking, they are the Lorp’s.

I cannot suffer myself, neither the Reader, to pass away from
these most blessed, and precious assurances, of Gop the Spirit, with-
out first desiring to pause over them, and ponder well their deep im-
portance, on that great subject contained in them. And I desire to
do this the rather, because they come in with a strength of argument,
at once perfectly irresistible, and unanswerable; to silence the pre~
sumptuous reasoning of men untaught by the Horv- Gmost, who
venture, in direct defiance to all the glorious promises of Gop, to
call the doctrine of the final pérseverance of the saints, unscriptural,
and highly dangerous. These men are so full in their apprehen<
sions, of human worth, and human works, that they cannot ascribe
the whole salvation to the finished redemption by the Lorp JEesus
Curist; but will make the purposes of Gop’s grace, still to be de«
pending upon, the will of man. Alas! what is not the unhumbled
pride of our fallen nature capable of bringing forth, wheré men are
not taught of Gob, and remain unacquainted with the plague of fheir
own heart? Ivery earnestly beg the Reader, to ponder well this pre-
cious scripture; looking up.to Gop the Hory Guost to be his
Teacher; and then, to his cool, and serious judgment, under the
Lorp I will leave the subject.

If, as Gop the Houy Guost by Paul, here taught the Church,
that Gop hath not appointed the Church to wrath, but kath appointed
them to obtain salvation, by our Lorp Jesus CHrist; can Gob’s
appointments be frustrated of their end? And if not, can that be
anscriptural, or dangerous which inculcates, under divine teaching,
such blessed truths? If Gop, who appoints these blessed things, to
save from wrath, and to obtain salvation, hath in confirmation also,
secured the means for the accomplishment of his purposes; is it pos«
sible to suppose, that any peradventure shall arise, which Gop did
not foresee; and for which Gop made no provision? If, as a
blessed security to the Church, Gop the Faruer, who hath not
appointed to wrath, but hath appointed unto salvation; hath made
the whole everlastingly secure; having chosen the Church in Carist,

Yor L. O

.
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before the foundation of the world, that it should be holy, and with-
out blame before him in love; and hath predestinated the Church unto
the adoption of children by Jesus Curist unto himself; accepting
the Church in the Beloved : if; on the part of Gop the FATHER, in the
high Covenant offices of his everlasting love, he hath mercifully
made such ample provisions of security, for the sure accomplishment
of his purposes; - can either men, or devils, frustrate his designs?
Moreover, the HoLy Guost hath added in this very scripture, ano-
ther blessed cause of assurance. He that appointed us to obtain sal-
vatien by our Lozp Jesus Cuwist, hath confirmed it in Carist;
for, we are here told, Curist died for us, that whether we wake, or
sleep, we should live together with him. Hence, here is also, the
Pillar, and ground of the truth. Neither doth the subject stop here.
For Gop the Seirit hath engaged, to regencrate those, whom Gop
hath choser, and for whom Curist died; and, in confirmation that
he hath done it, in this very chapter, the Lorp declares, that they
are not in darkness, as are the ungedly, whom the day of Gop will
overtake as a thief in the night ; but that they are children of the light,
and the children of the day. Now then, in the face of these, and
numberless other scriptures to the same purport, shall we be told, that
Gop’s purposes are doubtful? That the final perseverance of the
elect, is unscriptural, and dangerous? Are such men indeed so
desperately blind, as to suppose, Gop hath appointed the means, but
is uncertain of the end? Oh! what a leanness, and poverty of soul,
must there be in congregations under such teaching? Surely it may
be said of all such men, as Job did to his Pharisaical instructors:
miserable comforters are ye all, physicians of no value ?

Reader! I pray you for the Lorp’s glory, and your own personal
happiness, look up to Gop for his instruction on this momentous
point. Hear what the Lorp saith to confirm his word unto his people.
Wherein Gop willing more abundantly to shew unto the heirs of pro-
mase the immutability of his counsel, confirmed it by an oath: That
by two immuzable things, in which it was impossible for Gov to lie, we
might have a strong comsolution, who have fled for refuge, to lay hold
uponfithe hope set before us. Heb. vi. 17, 18. Here observe the
several gracious expressions. Gobp’s immutable purpose, formed
whelly in himself, without any regard to the mutability of his chosen
people. That purpose confirmed by two immutable things, Gob's
word, and Gop’s oath. And confirmed with this express design,
that the heirs of promise, (mark the expression, heirs of promise,
not workers of the law, see Gal. iii. 15 to the end,) might have a
strong consolation. And all this because Gop was willing that those
heirs of promise should have his gracious purpose more abundantly
shewn unto them, to confirm all his promises; yea, and Amen in
Csrist Jusus. Now then put the whole together. Here is the im-
mutable purpose, will, and pleasure of Him, with whom s no
variableness, reither shadow of turning. Of his own will begat he
us with the word of truth, that we shkould be a kind of first<fruits of
kis creatures. James 1. 17, 18,  And, hence, Cunist in allusion to it,
saith, thatip order for the sure accomplishment of it, the Lorp w‘i»ll
cut short the times of persecution in his Church. For speaking of
those exercises, Jusus saith, that except ¢he Lorpd had shortened those
days, no flesh should be saved. But for the elect’s suke, whom he
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hath chosen, he hath shortened the days. And the Lorp further con-
firms the everlasting safety of his people, in that he shews the im-
possibility of deceiving the elect, Mark xiii. 19—22. ~ So that Gop’s
purpose is founded in himsel, and established in tke covenant, or-
dered in all things and sure. 2 Sam. xxiii. 5. It is. confirmed in the
blood and rlghteousness of Curist. Ephes. i 7. And the ‘people
which are the heirs of promise, are made wnl]m by the regene-
ratmg ‘work of Gop the Seirit, according to covenant engagements
in the day of his power. Psm. cx. 8. And what crowns the whole,
as this immutability of Gon’s will was nqt founded in any expec-
tation from wan, or liable to change from, the mutab;hty of man,
neither depended upon any thing goed or bad in the objects of this

distinguishing mercy; so the ultimate blessings given to those heirs

- of promise, were not given them for their merit, or to be kept back for-
their undeservings. Among the very first clauses in the charter of
grace, we find the merciful design expressed in these words: For
the children being not yet born, neither having done (my good or evil,
that the purpose of Gop according to election might stand, not of
works, but of him that calleth; it was said the eldrr shall serve the
younger. Rom. ix. 11. And, hence, the Almighty Founder, which
in his own immutability formed the counsel of his will, formed, no
less, all suitable provmon ‘to make the heirs of promlse everlastmgly
blessed, and happy in their heritage. For whom he did foreknow,
he also did predestinate to be conformed to the image of his Sox, that
he might be the first-born among many brethren. Moreover, whom he

did ])redestmatc, them he also called : and whom he called, them he
also justified : and whom he justified, them he also glorified. Rom. viii.
29, 30. And what shall we then say to these things? Not, surely,
as those say who call the consolations arising from those doctrines
wrong, yea, and the doctrines themselves unscriptural and dangerous,
but rather to hear what the Lorp Jesus himself saith in comfortmg
his people, with the full assurance of faith. Fear not little flock;
Sor it is your FATHER’S good pleasure to gwe you the Icmgdom! Luke
xii, 32, ¥

12 And we beseech you, brethren, to know
them which labour among you, and are over you
in the Lord, and admonish you;

13 And to esteem them very highly in love for
their work’s sake. _4nd be at peace among your-
selves.

14 Now we exhort you brethren, warn them
that are unruly, comfort the feeble-minded, sup-
port the weak, be patient toward all men.

15 See that none render evil for evil unto any
man ; but ever follow that which is good both
~ among yourselves, and to all men.

- 16 Rejoice evermore.
G2
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17 Pray without ceasing.

18 In every thing give thanks: for this is the

- will of God in Christ Jesus concerning you,
19 Quench not the Spirit. T

20 Despise not prophesyings.

chl Prove all things; hold fast that which is
good., ’

22 Abstain from all appearance of evil.

23 And the very God of peace sanctify you
wholly; and I pray God your whole spirit and
soul and body be preserved blameless unto the
coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. .

We have much subject for the most interesting meditation and
improvement, contained within these verses. But the several heads
of discourse dwelt upon, are too plain to need a Comment. The
love and affection to” be shewn to faithful ministers, in an esteem for
their persons, and yet more for their doctrines; the rebuke to be
manifested to the unruly; the forbearance of returning evil for evil;
and the earnestness of following every thing that is in conformity to
the Gospel of Crrist: these are so blessedly set forth by the Apostle,
as to supersede the necessity of adding any further observations in
this Poor Man’s Commentary.” Unless, indeed, it be, to beg of Gop
for grace, both to the Writer and Reader, that we may be eminent
in the ‘exercise of such things.

And I beg the Reader to notice with me, how earnestly the
Apostle follows up his several exhortations, in recommending that
holy joy of the Spirit, which a truly regenerated child, conscious of
his personal interest in the Covenant of grace is justly entitled to.
Ang those who feel the sweet teachings of Gop the Hory Grosr,
will most earnestly desire both to rejoice and to pray, and never
. quench those motions of Gob the SpiriT, but to abound in hope, and

joy, and peace, in believing, that both his prophecies, and his bless
ings may have an abiding influence in their hearts. '

I detain the Reader over that verse in which Puul considers our
nature as compounded of spirit, soul, and body. Itis well known,
that we are generally supposed to be composed but of two prin-
ciples, namely, soul and body. But, certainly, the Apostle is cor-
rect, for there are three. By the spirit is meant that immortal part,
which, in consequence of the Adam-nature fall, is dead in trespasses
and sins, but by the HoLy Gposr, in every child of Gop, is quicke
ened to a new and spiritual life. And being part of CurisT, can
die no more, but is holy and without blame in Carist for ever. The
soul, as it is called here by the Apostle, is that thinking faculty
which man hath in common with some other apimals of the inferior
creation, -concerning which the Psalmist speaks, *thatén that very day
when the breath of man goeth forth, he returneth ta his earth, and his
thoughts perish. Psm. cxlvi. 4. And the body, it is hardly necese
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sary to observe, is the mere mass of flesh and bones. Hence, by
this view of our nature, the great doctrines of grace are seen m
the clearest manner. The spirit, which in a state of unrenewed
nature, like all the mass of Adam’s race, is dead in trespasses and
sins; when, (as in the instance of every child of Gop,) it is rege-
aerated and born again, is made a partaker of the divine nature;
the HoLy Grost, by that sovereign act, hath, according to his divine -
power, given unto us all things that pertain to life and godliness. 2 -
Pet. i. 3, 4. So that this new-born babe in Curist. is born perfect in
all his parts; and in respect to the spiritual life imparted, is as holy
as it ever can be in heaven. Grow it will in grace, asa new-born
child grows in nature. But like a child in nature, it will have no
other nature, but the same for ever in which it is new-born. TItis
born again, (saith an Apostle,) not of corruptible seed, but of incor-
suptible, by the word of Gob, which liveth and abideth for cver.
1 Pet. i. 23. But the thinking faculty, which Paul here calls the
soul, and the body which is nothing but flesh and bones, these are
never renewed during the whole time-state of the Church below;
but, as Paul himself found in his own experience, and groaned under
the daily burden thereof, they form @ body of sin ‘and death. Rom.
vii. 18 to the end. Vet notwithstanding the u’[\lrenewed state of the
thinking faculty and the body, the whole man being in the Covenant
of grace, spirit, soul, and body are included in the great purposes
_of redemption. And, hence, Paul prays that the whole spiriz, soul,
and body of Gov’s children, be preserved blameless, unto the coming
of our Lorp Jesus Carist. -

24 Faithful is he that calleth you, who also will
do it. B
25 Brethren, pray for us.

26 Greet all the brethren with an holy kiss.

27 I charge you by the Lord that this epistle be
read unto all the holy brethren. ~

- 28 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with
you: Amen. »

The first epistle unto the Thessalonians was
written from Athens. :

It is hardly necessary to make any observations upon those sweet”
verses, they are in themselves so plain, but they are also so beautiful
and affectionate, that I hardly know how to pass them by unnoticed.
- Y shall only, however, just remark how blessedly the Apostle assures

the Church of Gop’s faithifulness. Gop’s call is'a most decided proof
of his faithfulness. For whom he did predestinate, them he also
called. And his call looks as sure forward to justify and glorify,
as it looks back to his eternal purpose, will, and pleasure in predesti-
nating. Hence, Peter admonisheth the Church to prove their elec-
tion by their call, Compare Rom. viii. 29, 30. with 2 Pet. i. 10,

I pray the Reader not to overlook the Apostle’s desiring an jn=
gzsr%st in the prayers of the faithful. It is a sweet thought when -

\
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the whole Church of Gop be considered as mutually helping each
other in prayer. There should be no schism in the body, but the
members should have the sume care one for another. 1 Cor. xii. 25.
And if so great an Apostle thus sought a remembrance by the people
before the Lorp, how. earnest may it be supposed ought all who now
minister in holy things, to say continually to the Church, Brethren,
pray for us! ‘

And let not the Reader overlook the Apostle’s command, that il
the brethren should be greeted, the humblest, the poorest, the least.
For, as in the human body there is not a part so inconsiderable but
what the whole is concerned for, and cannot but take interest in, both
in its pain or pleasure; so, in the mystical body of Curist, all are
equally concerned in what belongs to each member, and all, yea,
the glorious Head himself Crrist Jusus, cannot, (indeed, He would
not,) say to the feet, I have no need of you. 1 Cor. xii. 21. Oh!
what an argument ariseth therefrom, to all that christian love and
affection, which ought to distinguish the members of Crrist’s body?”
1 Cor. xii. 27. .

One word more. An holy kiss for holy brethren, is a sacred
and sanctified description of character for distinguishing the Lorp’s
brethren. Heb. iii. 1. 1 Pet. ii. 9.  Holiness unio the Lorb, was to be
upon the bells of the horses in the Gospel day. Zech. xiv. 20. Jrsvus
wills this holiness in and from himself to his people. Compare
Levit. xi. 44. with 1 Pet. i. 15, 16. And how needful must it be,
that all the holy family should have the Scriptures of our Gos,
which are not of any private interpretation, read to them for their
instruction, exhortation, and comfort. 2 Pet. i. 20, 21. And how
blessedly Paul closeth all with his Apostolical benediction, and which

m

is his mark of their being his. 2 Thess. iii. 17.

e B
REFLECTIONS.

Reaper! here is a Chapter highly calculated, under Goo, te pot
to silence the ignorance of foolish men: While the ungodly are
scoffing at the threatened judgment of the Lorp’s coming, behold
with what awful and alarming account it is said that day will be
known. As a thief in the night, so sudden, so unexpected. And,
while the graceless will be thus surprized, both with the greatness
and unlooked for horrors of that day; the prospect, like the Cloud
in the camp of Israel, while dark with the. blackness of despair to -
the enemies of our Gop and his Curist, will be bright and shining
to all the Lorp’s people, who are the children of the light, and of
the day. Oh! the blessedness of that assurance, Goo hath not ap-
pointed us unto wrath, but unto salvation, through Jesus CHRIST our
Lorp!

Blessed be Gop the Hory Grost for commanding his Scriptures
to be read unto all the holy brethren. A plain proof of the sin and
folly of that class of men, who would shut up the word of Gop from
the common people. Gob be blessed for his mercy to thisland, in
that we have the Scriptures open to us, which are able to make us
wise unto salvation, through Jesus Curist our Lorp.  And blessed be
the Lorp for the ministry of his faithful servant Paul, in this very
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sweet Epistle, and for all the inspired writings which Gop the Spirit
taught him to send to the Churches! Ere long, the Church will meet
with him, and all the faithful servants of the Lorp, in every age of
the Church, which have ministered in the name of the Lorp. In
the mean time, may Gop the Seirit cause his unction to enlighten
all his people in the reading of them. And while the grace of Gop -
ig directing the Church upon earth, may both the Church in earth and
heaven be continually ascribing glory to the united source of all
I;;ercy, Farser, Son, and Hory Guost, now, and for evermore.
men.. ‘

THE
SECOND EPISTLE OF PAUL THE APOSTLE
‘ TO THE

THESSALONTANS.

S L .

" GENERAL OBSERVATIONS.

IT’ is more than probable, that this second Epistle to the
Church of the Zessalonians was written not a longer
space after the first, than two years. The chief scope of it
seems to have been by way of fortifying their minds against
the assaults of persecution, which ran very high at that time.
It should seem also, that the Church of Gob in Thessalonica
had conceived the day of judgment to be at hand. - And, if
one may conjecture from what the Apostle hath said in various
parts of this Epistle, many of the people were tempted there-
from to neglect the honest attention to their calling, and the -
care of their families. But while Paul sets himself in this
Epistle to correct these things, he doth not lose sight of
making JEsus the grand feature of this, as well as his other
writings and preachings. , ,

I do not think it necessary to make any further detention by
way of Preface, to the immediately entering upon the Epistle
itself, only first to beg the Reader to bend the knee in prayer
with me before the Almighty Author of it, the HoLy GuosT,
to bless it to the Ghurch in every age, till time shall be no
more. . : :
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